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PART  I. 

ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


I. 

Observations  an  two  Distinct  Varieties  ff  Ophthalmia^  prevalent 
in  the  Army.  By  Henry  Walker,  M.  D.  Aialstant-Sur- 
geon,  2d  Batt.  7i8t  Regt. 

A  MINUTE  acquaintance  with  all  the  symptoms  of  that  oph* 
^^  thalmia,  which  at  this  moment  proves  so  destructive  to  the 
British  army,  a  disease  unparallelea  in  the  medical  records  of 
our  country,  cannot  fail  to  oe  an  object  of  much  importance  to 
the  medics!  inauirer.  The  disease  still  proves  a  source  of  great 
uneasiness  to  tlie  feelings  of  army  surgeons ;  and  while  we  are 
glad  to  find  that  much  nas  been  done  towards  establishing  the 
core  of  this  disease,  much  yet  remains;  and  in  spite  of  all  our 
eSbrts,  a  foundation  is  often  laid  to  diseases,  which  though  slow 
in  their  progreu,  do  assuredly  injure,  and  too  often  destroy  vi«  , 
sion. 

In  the  2d  battalion  of  the  71st  regiment,  stationed,  during 
these  two  years,  in  barracks  at  Glasgow,  ophthalmia  made  its 
appearance,  with  a  severity  not  often  surpassed  in  Britain :  of 
600  men  and  boys,  not  fewer  than  114  affected  with  this  com- 
plaint, and  that,  too,  severely,  having  been  admitted  into  hos- 
pital from  22d  April  to  24th  June. 
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2  Br  Walker  on  two  Varieties  of  Ophthalmia.         Jtfm 

The  opportunity  I  had  of  observing  the  symptoms  of  this  ma- 
lady, soon  convinced  me  that  it  attacked  under  two  very  distinct 
forms*  These  I  at  first  regarded  as  different  diseases;  an  opinion 
which  the  strongest  evidence  has  since  compelled  me  to  alter» 
and  to  consider  them  as  the  same,  modified  by  circumstances;  to 
scrntiniae  which  would  form  a  diflficult,  though  highly  interest- 
ing inquiry.  Any  attempt  to  distinguish  these  varieties,  by  the 
Seneral  names  of  acute  and  chronic,  would,  from  the  received 
efinition  of  them  among  surgeons,  only  tend  to  mislead* 
The  form  which  has  ciauned  the  greatest  share  of  attention,  be- 

S'ns  with  an  itchy  sensation  of  the  eyelids:  on  a  little  rubbing  by 
e  finger  of  the  patient,  the  whole  bt^  of  the  eye  may  be  observed 
to  have  an  appearance  of  fulness ;  but  it  requires  minute  examina- 
tion to  discover  a  slight  vascularity  affecting  the  tunica  conjunc- 
tiva, in  a  concentric  line,  at  a  small  distance  from  the  circumfe- 
rence of  the  cornea,  exactly  opposite  to  which,  on  the  surface  of 
that  membrane,  as  it  is  reflected  to  cover  the  eyelids,  a  correspond- 
ing redness  is  observable*  These  vessels  are  of  small  size,  but  in 
the  progress  of  the  complaint  become  more  prominent;  and  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  as  the  redness  extendsi  along  tlie  conjunc- 
tiva covering  the  eye,  so  it  does  on  the  surface  of  that  covering 
the  eyelids;  till,  at  the  place  of  its  reflection,  a  white  line  may 
be  perceived  for  a  few  hours,  which  at  last  is  involved  in  the 
GomplaiBt.  This  fact,  it  may  be  remarked,  has  entered  into  the 
description  generally  given  of  the  symptoms  of  this  disease.  I 
have  been  induced  to  notice  this,  only  from  its  having  been  stat- 
ed with  an  accurary ,  that  might  have  led  us  .to  rank  it  as  a  charac- 
teristic feature  of  the  disease,  a  place  to  which  I  believe  it  is  by 
no  means  entitled.  It  is  an  lippearance  which  bears  a  very  strong 
analogy  with  the  phenomena  of  inflammation  in  membranes  of 
a  diflerent  class,  and  can  convey  but  little  information  concern- 
ing the  disease  under  consideration. 

In  theplace  where  the  red  ness  is^  originally  discovered,  the  disease 
first  gains  its  height ;  and  the  vessels  of  the  tunica  conjunctiva,  by 
their  minuteness  ami  number,  give  to  the  eye  something  of  the 
appearance  called  chemosis,  though  that  state  has  not  yet  taken 
place;  for,  at  this  time,  on  pressing  the  eyeball  with  the  finger,  the 
eyelid  being  interposed,  and  removing  it  quickly,  the  whole  surface 
l)ecomes  mite,  and,  for  the  first  time,  the  vessels  of  the  sclerotic 
eoat  are  seen  increased  in  size,  carrying  red  bipod,  and  running 
in  straight  lines  towards  the  cornea.  On  removing  the  pressure^ 
these  are  first  filled,  and  present  a  purple  rather  than  red  tint,  im- 
mediately afterwards;  thoseof  the  conjunctiva,  more  tortuous  and 
large,  are  longer  of  filling,  and  become  of  a  deep  red.  Soon 
aj&er  di«  first  appearance  of  the  symptoms  now  detaikd>  pun4en« 
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cy  oummeiioes,  oonttitutiiig»  according  to  thoee  who  have  describ- 
ed this  disease,  its  second  stage,  at  which  time  the  eVe  puts  oa 
an  appearance  which  I  have  not  seen  described,  nor  haye  I  ever 
remarked  it  in  the  more  violent  forms  of  inflammation  to  which 
the  organ  is  liable  from  external  injury.     In  diflerent  points^ 
under  the  conjunctiva,  covering  the  eyeball,  small  patches  of  & 
scarlet  hue  appear  of  different  sizes  and  irregular  figures,  which  no 
pressure  can  remove,  and  which,  I  apprehend,  are  formed  by  ex* 
travasated  blood :  these,  by  a  very  gradual  increase,  unite ;  and 
thus  diemosis  is  formed.  This  state  of  the  eye  gives  to  the  counte- 
nance  of  one  affected  with  it  a  very  striking  appearance;  but  I  am 
far  from  wishing  it  to  be  understood,  that  this  account  of  the 
early  appearance  of  chemosis,  is  drawn  out  with  the  desire  of  its 
fimning  a  pathognomonic  feature ;  certainly,  the  most  prominent 
symptom  is  the  very  early  and  copious  effusion  of  a  purulent-like 
fluid,  though  this  can  with  difliculty  be  admitted  as  characteristic 
of  the  complaint,  since  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  in  the  more 
severe  attacks  of  inflammation  of  the  eve,  from  great  violence  done 
to  that  organ,  as  in  the  operations  of  couching  and  extracting. 

A  slight  feeling  of  stiffness,  and  afterwards  of  a  painful  sensa« 
tion  of  a  mote  in  the  eye,  announces  to  the  patient,  at  the  very 
earliest  period  of  attack,  that  inflammation  has  taken  place,  the 
recurrence  of  which  at  regular  periods  has,  though  I  know  not 
with  what  decision,  been  remarked. 

In  goieral,  the  observations  which  have  been  made  by  army 
surgeons,  tend  to  confirm  the  remark,  that  exposure  of  the  eye  to' 
light,  in  this  varie^  of  ophthalmia,  is  not  proauctive  of  much  un« 
easiness;  a  fact,  in  my  opinion,  of  high  importance,  as  on  it  I  be- 
lieve a  diagnosis  may  be  grounded  with  much  propriety.    The 
texture  of  tne  cornea  does  not  iqipear  apt  to  become  affected  with 
opacity,  or  increase  of  vascularity ;  for,  a  few  hours  before  it  give* 
way,  and  the  contents  of  the  eye  discbarge  themselves,  it  may  be 
seen  sunk  in  the  hollow  of  a  great  chemosis,  transparent  and  na« 
tural;  and  when  it  bursts,  such  is  the  rapidity  of  the  change  firom 
the  healthy  state,  that  one  would  be  inclinea  to  lay  aside  the  ac- 
tion of  the  absorbents  entirely.    The  different  appearances  which 
the  eye  puts  on,  from  the  time  at  which  the  disease  baffles  the  sur- 
pon,  wookl  form  a  very  interesting  inquiry  to  a  writer  on  mor- 
bid anatomy;  but  farther  than  the  ract  of  rupture  of  the  cornea  I 
cannot  enter,  as  unconnected  with  the  object  of  these  pages. 

I  beheve,  in  every  case  of  the  variety  of  ophthalmia  which  I 
have  mentioned,  the  sclerotic  coat  to  be  affected  with  increased 
vasculaii^f  a  fact  which  in  my  opinion  has  been  overlooked,  from 
the  accouDt  of  the  symptoms  having  been  drawn  out  at  an  advan- 
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ccd  period  of  the  disease,  when  the  Rymptoms  will  be  placed  in  «• 
very  different  light.  Early  cfter  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
ease, a  bluish,  and  very  sH^tly  puffy  state  of  the  eyelids,  chiefly 
of  the  upper  one,  takes  place;  and  as  an  effusion  of  purulent^like 
fluid  is  observed  from  the  interior  pnrts,  a  corresponding  swelling 
may  be  remarked,  which  overlaps  the  lower  palpebra,  and  hides 
the  eye  from  view. 

Tliese  symptoms  I  have  described,  from  notes  taiken  at  the  bed 
of  the  patient,  during  the  early  period  of  tlie  complaint,  before  re- 
medies were  employed  to  put  a  stop  to  the  malady,  and  before 
matters  were  too  far  advanced,  to  place  the  recovery  of  the  pa- 
tient beyond  the  power  of  the  surgeon. 

In  the  variety  of  the  ophthalmia  which  I  have  just  endeavour- 
ed to  describe,  it  is  well  known,  tlvat  venesection  is  attended 
w  ith  the  happiest  effects,  and  if  pertbrmed  with  decision  on  the 
part  of  the  practitioner,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  cannot 
fail  to  put  a  stop  to  tlpe  disease ;  but  the  (juantity  to  be  taken 
nway  must  be  always  conbiderable,  and  repeated  as  often  as  a 
return  of  pain  .shall  demand.  No  fact  in  medical  science  ought 
to  be  more  strictly  attended  to  than  that  just  stated,  as  on  it  the 
degree  of  success  attending  the  treatment  of  ophthalmia  will  be 
found  to  depend.  I  may  remark,  that  in  no  case  where  suciv 
treatment  has  been  adopted,  has  any  derangement  of  vision  taken 
place  in  the  number  of  men  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
observing. 

It  remains  for  me  to  state,  that  the  use  of  the  lancet  is  not,  a» 
has  been  generally  delivered,  applicable  to  every  case  of  this  oph- 
thalmia. Tlie  second  variety  of  attack  commences  in  the  whole 
surface  of  the  convex  conjunctiva  :  in  the  course  of  a  very  few 
hours,  that  membrane  becomes  loaded  with  enlarged  vessels,  run- 
ning tortuously  towards  the  cornea,  which  in  a  little  time  may  be 
seen  affected,  to  the  extent  of  a  line  in  its  whole  circumference, 
with  a  slight  elevated  vascular  border;  the  eyelids.,  ofa  red  colour 
in  the  place  occupied  by  the  conjunctiva,  feel  stiff  and  uneasy  ; 
exposure  of  the  affected  brgan  to  light  gives  considerable  irri- 
tation; but  it  seldom  happens  that  pain  warns  the  patient  of 
his  complaint ;  lachrymation,  but  no  purulent  discharge  takes 
place ;  and  chemosis  is  never  present,  nor  can  the  vessels  of  the 
deeper  seated  membranes  be  discovered  affected,  as  in  the  former 
variety.  If  the  disease  be  permitted  to  go  on,  and,  as  I  have  no- 
ticed, still  more  if  venesection  be  employed,  it  presents  day  after 
day  the  same  appearance ;  the  eyelids  become  thickened,  and 
slightly  everted;  and  the  cornea  begins  to  suffer,  eiiherfrom  the 
encroachment  of  the  border  affecting  its  circumference,  already 
describedj  or  from  the  deposition  of  matter  between  its  laminte 
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und  conseqaent  ulceration ,  hypopion,  and  staphyloma,  general^ 
)y  pretty  near  to  the  place  corresponding  to  the  pupil. 

It  is  after  an  attack  of  this  kind  that  Uie  eye  continues  weak, 
weeping,  and  unable  to  bear  exposure  to  the  light,  and  suffers 
so  repeatedly  from  what  has  been  called  relapse. 

In  -what  regards  the  cure  of  this  variety  ol'  the  complaint,  I 
have  to  mention  that  general  venestTtion,  so  far  from  curing, 
does,  in  my  opinion,  tend  to  weaken  the  vessck  of  the  conjcnc- 
-tiva,  and  render  the  disease  more  obstinate ;  and  as  it  is  of  no 
avail,  must  be  deemed  hurtful. 

If  I  mistake  not,  this  is  the  form  of  the  complaint  which  has 
l>een  so  jnuch  benefited  by  scarifying  the  vessels  of  the  tunica 
conjunctiva,  and  dropping  immediatdy  at'tcrwards  on  the  eyeball 
a  composition  of  a  stimulating  nature ;  the  author  of  which  prac- 
tice (an  army  surc^eon)  I  cannot  at  this  time  remember.  Scarify- 
ing has  been  condemned  in  purulent  ophthalmia  in  goneral ;  but 
more  minute  attention  to  the  varieties  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  point  out,  will,  in  my  lielief,  correct  the  opinion  which  has  per- 
haps been  too  hastily,  and  too  generally  delivered.  I  shall  be 
sorry  to  think  that  such  a  statement  should  seem  to  convey  arro- 

fant  decision.  I  only  wish  it  to  be  umlerstood,  that,  so  far  as  I 
ave  observed,  (and  I  think  there  is  conmrring  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  assertion),  scarifying  the  conjunctiva  has  at  least  been 
of  more  use  than  any  other  remedy.  It  foils,  however,  it  must 
be  confessed,  and  that  frequently ;  for  in  defiance  of  every  reme- 
dy, as  above  stated,  a  slow  and  insidious  vascularity  of  the  cor- 
nea takes  place,  which  in  no  long  time  destroys  vision. 

Disappointed  by  ev&ry  methoclhitherto  recommended,  I  en- 
deavoured to  make  the  eye,  affected  with  the  latter  variety,  assume 
the  inflammatory  action  of  what  has  been  called  puriuent  oph- 
thalmia, and  to  this  I  applied  the  usual  remedy,  venesection. 
In  several  cases,  the  practice  has  proved  successful,  not  a  single 
enlarged  vessel  remaining  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight.  How  for  it 
may  answer  the  purpose  intended,  I  have  not  yet  had  sufficient 
evidence  to  enable  me  to  decide.  Daily  reports  of  the  practice, 
and  its  effects,  may  enable  me  at  a  future  period  to  lay  it  before 
army  surgeons. 

Olasgow  Barracks^  Sept.  5th  1810: 
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An  Essay  on  Staphyloma  pellucidum  eonicum*  By  Robert  Lyaix, 
Surgeon,  Paisley }  Member  of  the  Royal  Physical  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  and  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Literary  and 
Philosophical  Society  at  Manchester,  Sec 

^^HE  disease  of  which  I  am  to  treat  in  the  following  p 


has  seemingly  but  little  engaged  the  attention  of  medical 
xnen.  It  is  a  disorder,  however,  which  attacks  one  of  the  most 
important  organs  of  the  human  body ;  and  consequently  the  in- 
vestigation of  its  pathology  must  be  an  object  worthy  the  consi- 
deration of  every  practitioner. 

The  first  mention  relative  to  the  disease  hereafter  described, 
which  I  have  observed,  is  in  the  French  translation  of  Scarpa's 
work  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  by  Leveill£. 

Under  the  section  of  that  work  devoted  to  the  consideration  of 
Staphvloma,  we  find  a  note  by  Leveill^  which  I  shaU  transcribe. 

*^  II  m'est  arriv^  n'aguere,  d'observer  un  singuliere  maladie  de 
la  com^e ;  je  ne  saurois  trop  dans  qu'elle  dasse  de  maladie  des 
^yeux  la  ranger,  si  on  ne  peut  la  rapporter  au  staphylome.  Chez 
un  dame  de  trente-cinq  ans,  ayant  les  deux  yeux  naturellement 
saillans,  saine  d'ailleurs,  le  centre  de  la  cornce  des  deux  yeux  se 
souleva  graduellement,  au  point  que  cette  membrane  ne  formoit 
plus,  comme  a  Tordinaire  un  segment  regulier  de  sphere,  mais 
un  cone  notablement  saillant,  et  termine  en  pointe  dans  son  mi- 
lieu. La  corn^  de  chaque  oeil  regardee  de  cote  sembloit  un  pe- 
tit entonnoir  transparent,  dont  la  point  etoit  tourn^e  en  dehors. 
Dans  certaines  positions  de  I'ceil,  il  sembloit  que  la  pointe  de  cone 
fut  un  pen  moins  transparente  que  le  reste  de  la  cornce ;  dans 
d'autres,  ce  qiii  etoit  n^buleux,  Tetoit  si  peu,  qu'il  ne  pouvoit  faire 
un  obstacle  notable  a  la  vision.  En  pla9ant  I'oeil  directement 
contre  un  fenetre,  ce  point  saillant  du  centre  de  la  cornce,  plu- 
tot  que  de  transmettre  la  lumiere,  la  refl^chissoit  avec  une  telle 
force,  qu'elle  sembloit  etincelante;  et  comme  ce  phenomena 
Hvoit  lieu  precisement  contre  la  pupille,  il  en  resultoit  qu'etant 
retr^cie  dans  un  grand  jour,  elle  ne  permettoit  a  la  malade  que 
de  distinguer  conTus^ment  les  objets.  " 

Dr  Edmonstone,  in  hii  excellent  treatise  on  ophthalmia,  bare- 
ly states,  that  he  has  seen  an  afiection  of  the  eye  similar  to  that 
above  mentioned  by  Leveille ;  and  more  lately,  Mr  James  War* 
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drop,  in  his  valuable  essays  on  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  hu- 
man eye,  at  some  length  describes  the  same  disease ;  and  mere- 
ly, I  suppose,  on  account  of  its  appearance,  has  denominated  it 
corneal  Jormed  cornea. 

Under  that  denomination,  Mr  Wardrop  notices  two  cases,  and 
adds  some  remarks  regarding  the  derangement  of  vision  pro* 
doced  by  such  an  affection ;  but  says  nothing  relative  to  the  na* 
ture  or  cause  of  the  disease.  LeveiU^  is  equally  silent  as  to  the 
last  mentioned  points;  and  confesses,  that  he  did  not  know  under 
what  class  of  disease  conical  cornea  ought  to  be  arranged. 

Before  proceeding  farther,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  relate  four 
cases  of  conicalformed  cornea  ;  and  afterwards  wifl  add  some  re* 
marks  on  the  nature,  &c.  of  the  disorder. 

Case  L 

Phcebe  Greekalgh,  set  28,  was  admitted  a  patient  of  the 
Manchester  Dispensary,  on  account  of  bad  vision. 

In  a  front  view,  her  eyes  have  a  peculiar  dazzling,  or  rather 
sparkling  appearance ;  and,  in  the  language  of  the  vulgar,  it 
would  be  said  that  she  had  *'  very  full  eyes. " 

In  a  lateral  view,  the  comese  are  observed  to  have  assumed  a 
conical  form,*  and  resemble  a  piece  of  pure  crystal,  being  com- 
pletely transparent.  The  cornea  of  the  left  eye  is  more  coni- 
cal than  that  of  the  right.  The  iris  of  both  eyes  performs  its 
usual  motions  regularly. 

The  following  observation,  made  by  Dr  Brewster,  respecting 
one  of  Mr  Wardrop's  cases,  is  applicable  to  both  of  the  corneaSb 
**  In  every  aspect  in  which  the  cornea  was  viewed,  its  section 
appeared  to  be  a  r^ular  curve,  increasing  in  curvature  towards 
the  vertex."  With  one  eye,  the  patient  cap  distinguish  colours 
at  the  distance  of  6  or  7  inches.  When  she  looKed  at  some 
large  buildings,  or  ji  number  of  shrubs  at  some  distance,  she 
took  the  former  to  be  one  mass,  similar  to  a  rock,  and  the  other 
to  be  one  tree.  At  the  distance  of  2|  feet,  she  says  she  can  see 
the  whole  of  a  violin  hanging  against  the  wall ;  but  at  any  great- 
er distance,  her  view  is  confined  to  a  part  of  it  $  and  even  that 
part  is  perceived  obscurely. 

When  she  looks  at  a  candle  about  SO  or  40  yards  off,  some- 
times she  sees  a  number  of  candles,  sometimes  only  one  or  two, 
with  a  sparkling  appearance  around  $  and  at  other  times  she 


*  Sinular  to  what  is  npresented  hj  Mr  Wtfdrop  in  hit  Mrenth  plate;  but  to  a 
greater  degree. 
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compares  it  to  the  sun ;  but  at  the  distance  of  14  inches,  it  ap- 
pears to  her  single  and  distinct 

She  can  name  the  letters  of  ordinary  print  slowly^  when  about 
li  or  2  inches  from  her  eyes. 

Having  placed  the  patient  in  a  dark  room,  on  holding  a  can- 
dle at  the  distance  of  a  foot  from  one  eye,  while  the  oUier  was 
covered ;  and  observing  the  changes  whidi  the  reflected  image 
underwent,  I  perceived,  that  when  it  passed  through  the  centre 
of  the  cornea,  or  apex  of  the  cone,  it  was  smallest,  but  gradually 
increased  in  size,  the  more  distant  it  was  from  that  point,  t.  e. 
the  nearer  the  image  was  to  the  juncture  of  the  cornea  with  the 
sclerotica,  it  was  the  larger. 

P.  Greenalgh  was  admitted  a  patient  of  the  Dispensary  on  the 
Slst  of  January  1809,  and  had  a  collyrium  and  some  alterative 
calomel  pills  ordered  for  her.  On  the  5th  February,  while  sew- 
ing, she  was  suddenly  attacked  with  severe  headach,  and  great 
pain  in  the  left  eye,  accompanied  with  a  copious  discharge  of 
hot  tears.  She  became  easier  next  morning,  and  continued  so 
till  the  7th  of  February,  when,  on  examining  the  left  eye,  the 
apex  of  the  cone  was  observed  to  be  quite  opaque;  but  the  right 
eye  is  exactly  in  the  same  state  as  when  I  saw  her  last. 

She  was  made  an  infirmary  patient,  and  at  the  time  of  admis- 
sion complained  of  slight  headach. 

Different  collyria  and  internal  medicines  were  used  with  the 
intention  of  relieving  her. 

Some  days  afterwards,  by  applying  the  pencil  caustic  gently 
to  the  cornea,  a  violent  action  of  the  vessels  was  produeed,  and 
the  opacity  of  the  cornea  partly  disappeared.  1  mentioned  my 
opinion,  r^arding  the  nature  of  this  patient's  complaint,  to 
Mr  Hamilton,  and  obtained  his  leave  to  evacuate  the  aqueous 
humour  of  the  left  eye. 

About  1  o'clock  p.  m.  I  punctured  the  cornea  near  its  junc- 
ture with,  the  sclerotica,  and  evacuated  a  large  quantity  of  aque- 
ous humour.  The  anterior  margin  of  the  iris  immediately  pro- 
jected forwards,  and  the  cornea  fell  down  upon  it,  so  that  tlie 
conical  appearance  still  in  some  degree  remained. 

I  ordered  the  patient  to  bed,  and  desired  the  nurse  to  apply 
an  astringent  collyrii^m  assiduously  to  the  eye.  A  purge  to  be 
taken  at  night.  About  4  p.  m.  the  cornea  was  partly  distended, 
and  she  saw  better  than  usual.  At  10  p.  m.  the  cornea  was 
still  more  distended,  or,  as  I  calculated  from  appearance,  about 
two-thirds  of  the  aqueous  humour  was  regenerated ;  and  the  pa- 
tient was  astonished  to  find  that  she  saw  better  than  she  had 
•rien  for  some  years.     Delusive  moment !     Next  day  the  cor- 
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nea  was  <»inplecd7  distended,  and  her  vision  equally  bad  as  be* 
fore  die  operation. 

To  give  the  whole  history  of  this  case  would  be  very  tedious, 
and  but  little  interesting.  It  is  therefore  sufficient  at  present  to 
state,  that  frequently  the  aqueous  humour  was  evacuated;  that 
strong  astringent  coUyria  were  used  daily,  but  more  paiticulaiy 
\y  immediately  after  the  cornea  was  punctured ;  that  the  patient 
was  bkd  before  the  operation ;  and  also,  that  the  bowels  were 
often  well  evacuated. 

The  ultimate  result  of  tliis  treatment  was,  that  the  cornea 
partly  lost  its  conical  appearance,  and  then  rt*sembled  what  we 
term  a  prominent  cornea;  but  tlie  vision  of  the  patient  was  not 
gready  improved. 

After  remaining  a  considerable  time  in  the  infirmary,  the  pa- 
tient became  anxious,  and  was  discharged  with  her  eyes  nearly 
in  the  same  state  as  when  she  was  admitted  a  dispensary  patient; 
so  that  although  tlie  disease  was  not  cured,  yet  the  opacity  which 
too|^  place  in  the  cornea/  as  alreftdy  mentioned,  was  nearly  re- 
moved. 

Case  IL 

John  Bentlet,  ast«  28,  was  made  a  patient  of  the  Manchester 
Dispensary  in  August  1809. 

His  eyes  have  the  same  appearance  as  those  of  the  first  pa» 
tient ;  but  the  disease  is  tarther  advanced,  i.  r.  the  corneas  aie 
more  conical. 

In  this  case  the  corneae  soem  to  be  equally  affected,  and  their 
sugar  loaf  form  may  be  readily  observed,  even  when  the  eye- 
lids are  shut. 

In  both  eyes,  the  centre  of  the  cornea  appears  to  be  the  apex 
of  the  cone.     The  iris  of  both  eyes  readily  dilates  and  contracts. 

The  vision  of  this  man  is  so  limited,  that  he  cannot  sec  a 
small  object  distinctly  above  one  and  a  half  or  two  inches  dis- 
tant. He  is  able,  liowever,  in  gencrtU,  to  walk  in  the  ^streets 
without  stumbling  against  any  body. 

At  times  his  vision  is  confused. 

Case  III. 

Mr  J.  D.  medical  student,  ast.  20,  recollects,  that  about  six- 
teen years  ago  when  he  was  at  school,  the  master  told  him  that 
lie  was  short-sighted. 

From  all  the  accounts  which  Mr  D.  can  obtain,  he  thinks  it 
probable  that  he  has  always  been  purblind. 

About  four  years  ago,  he  became  more  conscious  of  the  limita- 
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tion  of  his  vision,  and  since  that  period,  be  thinks  his  sight  has 
gradually  got  worse.  Mr  D.'s  relations  have  of  late  noticed, 
chat  when  reading,  he  holds  the  book  much  nearer  than  he  was 
iwont  to  do  formerlv. 

A  medical  gentleman  who  examined  this  patient,  tokl  him 
that  he  had  incipient  cataract  in  each  eye. 

On  examination,  I  perceived  that  the  cornea  of  both  eyes  was 
of  a  sugar-loaf  figure,  but  not  so  conical  as  in  the  two  former 
fDases.  On  one  of  the  comesB,  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  an* 
terior  to  its  juncture  with  the  sclerotica,  a  transparent  vesicle, 
(staphyloma  partiale)  the  size  of  a  small  pin  head  was  situated. 
In  certain  lights  when  the  iris  was  dilated,  consequently,  the  ve- 
sicle was  opposed  to  the  pupil.  The  phenomena  of  the  vision  of 
the  one  eye  were  similar  to  what  are  noticed  in  Greenaleh's  case; 
but  with  the  other  eye,  on  which  the  vesicle  has  formed,  the  pa- 
tient saw  bodies  in  a  very  confused  state,  except  when  the  iris 
ivas  much  contracted. 

Being  at  Eldtnburgh,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  showing  Mr  D. 
to  Dr  Ihomson  and  Mr  James  Wardrop,  who  agreed  with  me 
in  recommending  the  use  of  a  vitriolic  coUyrium  and  concave 
glasses ;  from  which  the  gentleman  afterwards  derived  much  ad« 
yantage. 

Case  IV. 

Joseph  Diggles  became  a  patient  of  the  Manchester  Dispen- 
pensary  in  February  1809. 

His  eyes  and  the  state  of  his  vision  were  similar  to  P.  Green- 
algh's.  Mr  Gibson  (whose  attention  I  am  proud  to  acknow- 
ledge, and  whose  friendship  I  much  value)  punctured  the  cor- 
nea of  one  of  this  patient's  eyes,  in  the  presence  of  Messrs  Ran- 
some,  Ainsworth,  a  number  of  the  pupils  of  the  hospital,  and 
myself;  and  it  appeared  that  there  was  an  increased  quantity 
of  aqueous  humour  contained  in  the  anterior  chamber  of  the 
eye,  and  that  no  more  than  the  natural  thickness  of  the  cornea 
intervened  between  its  outer  surface  and  the  anterior  edge  of 

the  iris. 

« 

f^aikologffn — For  my  own  part  I  always  conceived  the  disease^ 
of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  size 
and  form  of  the  cornea,  in  consequence  of  an  increased  quanti- 
ty of  aqueous  humour  being  contained  in  the  anterior  chamber 
of  the  eye ;  and  this  idea  seemed  to  be  confirmed  by  the  punc- 
turing of  the  cornea,  as  above  noticed. 

I  am  therefore  induced  to  assign  the  same  cause  for  conical 
formed  cornea,  as  for  dropsies  in  general;  for  ii*an  unusual  quau- 
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ti^  of  aqaeous  humour  be  secreted,  or  if  there  be  any  sudden 
eflmion  of  serum  into  the  chambers  of  the  eye,  the  cornea  wiH 
be  much  distended  for  some  time,  but  at  last  will  yield,  and  be* 
come  prominent.  It  may  be  asked,  why  the  cornea  takes  on  ft 
conical  form  ? 

I  think  the  ouestion  may  be  easily  answered,  since  Mr  Ererard 
Home,  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  informs  us,  that,  **  in 
stretching  the  cornea,  the  central  part  yields  most  readily  to  the 
power  applied.  **  Cceteris  paribus  then,  it  follows,  that  the  cor- 
nea must  assume  a  conical  form,  when  it  yields  in  consequence 
of  distension  internally.  In  the  same  manner,  we  may  explain 
the  reason  why  staphyloma  is  generally,  in  its  incipient  stage,  of 
a  sugar-loaf  figure. 

^twithstanding  the  above  reasoning,  I  must  here  mention, 
that,  in  some  cases,  the  apex  of  the  cone  is  not  formed  exactly 
by  the  centre  of  the  cornea ;  but  so  near  to  it,  that  it  requires 
considerable  attention  to  discover  the  fact. 

In  the  disease  of  which  we  have  been  treating,  the  cornea,  ex- 
cept in  case  Sd,  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  quite  in  a 
healthy  state:  though  perhaps,  in  some  cases,  it  may  be  in  a 
state  of  debility,  either  previous  to  the  commencement,  or  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  tne  disorder. 

I  am  almost  certain,  that  the  cornea  is  not  thickened  by  the 
disease ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  inclined  to  suppose  that  it  is 
thinner  than  usual. 

G>n]cal  formed  cornea  is  a  disease  which  seems  to  increase 
imperceptibly ;  the  cornea  gradually,  at  first,  becoming  promi- 
nent, and  as  gradually  assuming  the  conical  shape. 

I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  some  of  the  cases  which  have  come 
under  my  observation,  the  disease  had  existed  for  some  years 

frevious  to  the  time  that  the  patient  complained.  In  other  cases, 
have  traced  tlie  origin  of  the  complaint  to  inflammation  of  the 
eyes. 

In  all  the  patients  which  have  been  under  my  review,  both 
eyes  were  more  or  less  affected.  Often  we  find  the  cornea  of  one 
eye  of  a  conical  figure,  while  that  of  the  other  is  merely  in  the 
state  of  what  we  call  a  prominent  cornea^  the  general  cause  of  li- 
mited vision.  From  observation,  I  am  led  to  think,  that  nei- 
ther the  crystalline  lens,  nor  the  vitreous  humour,  are  affected 
with  disease,  when  the  cornea  becomes  of  a  conical  figure. 

Treatment. — The  modes  of  treatment  adopted,  with  a  view  to 
cure  the  disease  irt  question,  have  been  already  detailed. 

From  the  result  or  my  practice,  1  much  fear,  that  conicaljbrmed 
cornea  may  be  ranked  with  the  incurable  maladies.    If,  therefore. 
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we  could  prevent  ihe  increase  of  the  disease,  it  would  be  an  object 
of  the  first  importaucey  and,  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  I  believe,  by 
proper  treatment,  the  progress  of  the  disorder  may  be  checkecK 

For  the  following  information,  1  am  highly  indebted  to  Mr 
Gibson,  surgeon  to  the  Manchester  infirmary. 

In  four  cases  of  conical  cornea  which  were  under  this  gentlc- 

r  man's  care,  a  complete  cure  was  not  attempted  ;  his  aim  was  to 

prevent  the  increase  of  the  disease ;  and  for  this  purpose,  he  or-* 

<Iered  a  solution  of  alum  in  water,  or  a  decoction  of  oak-bark  to 

be  uf^ed  frequently,  as  a  collyrium. 

In  these  cases,  no  increase  of  the  malady  took  place  after  the 
use  of  tiie  astringent  application ;  indeed,  one  gf  the  patients 
thought  that  his  vision  improved  by  this  treatment  It  is  worth 
remarking,  that  two  of  Mr  Gibson's  patients  were  sisters.  •^  Mr 
Phipps  of  London,  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  watching  the 
progress  of  several  cases  of  cofiical ^formed  cornea ^  remarks,  that 
**  it  is  a  change  which  sometimes  takes  place  at  the  age  of  pu- 
berty i  and  when  tlie  cone  is  once  complete,  the  disease  seldom 
makes  any  further  progress,  or  suffers  any  other  change,  than 
that  the  apex  sometimes  becomes  opaque.  " 

Although  Mr  Phipps*s  remarks  are  not  altogether  consonant 
with  my  own  observation,  yetl  reckon  them  very  valuable,  and 
when  repeated  to  patients,  will  afford  them  much  comfort ;  as  it 
is  a  general  fear,  that  their  vision,  ip  the  course  of  time,  wiQ  be 
eutireiy  lost. 

The  patients  obtain  great  relief  by  tlie  use  of  concave  glasses, 
which  have  a  greater  power  than  those  most  commonly  used 
for  the  prominent  cornea,  I  have  given  glasses  to  some,  vary- 
ing in  power,  from  what  are  called  by  the  opticians  No.  4*.  up 
to  No.  16.  The  individual  must  be  allowed  to  try  glasses  of 
different  degrees  of  concavity,  and  he  will  be  able  to  choose  those 
by  which  his  vision  is  most  improved.  In  roost  instances,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  the  two  glasses  of  different  powers,  as  I 
have  stated  that,  in  general,  the  corneas  have  different  degrees 
of  convexity. 

My  last  patient  got  the  glass  for  the  right  eye  of  No.  4.  and 
that  for  the  left  eye  of  No.  7. 

In  some  cases,  I  have  given  calomel,  &c.  internally,  with  a 
view  to  excite  the  action  of  the  absorbent  system,  and  thus  re- 
move the  increased  quantity  of  aqueous  humour  from  the  anterior 
chamber,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say,  witheut  the  least  success* 
Blisters  were  tried,  without  producing  any  change  whatever  op 
the  i'vc. 


•  See  Waidrop*s  work. 
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Diagnosis* — The  conical  formed  cornea  is  a  disease  which  can- 
not be  mistaken  for  any  other,  if  attention  be  given  to  the  form 
of  the  cornea,  together  with  its  peculiar  lucidness,  and  to  the 
derangement  of  vision  which  follows  in  proportion  as  the  disease 
is  of  long  or  short  duration. 

Vision. — An  attempt  to  explain  the  theory  of  vision,  in  the 
disease  of  which  we  have  been  treating,  has  been  made  by  Dr 
Brewster. — See  Mr  Wardrop's  work. 

However  just  Dr  Brewster's  explanation  may  have  been>,  in 
one  of  Mr  Wardrop'^  cases,  it  cannot  at  all  be  applied  to  the 
cases  which  I  have  seen.  He  says,  that  probably  spherical  emi- 
nences and  depressions  exist  in  the  cornea,  so  as  to  imitate  a 
polyhedron. 

In  the  cases  given,  *  as  well  as  in  a  number  of  others,  it  wa» 
quite  evident  that  there  were  no  such  irregularities  in  the  cornea 
as  Dr  B.  alludes  to.  I  am  convinced,  both  by  experiment  and  ob* 
servation,  that  the  depraved,  as  well  as  the  multiplied  vision,  i» 
solely  owing  to  the  form  which  the  cornea  has  assumed,  and  con- 
sequently, that  we  are  to  explain  the  phenomena,  of.  the  vision  inr 
this  disease  upon  the  same  principles  as  in  the  myopiae. 

I  think  my  opinion  is  much  strengthened,  by  considering,  that» 
within  a  certain  range,  objects  ai^  perceived  single  and  distinct;- 
and  that  die  patient's  vision  was  much  lengthened  by  the  use  of 
concave  glasses.  If  any  thing  like  the  surface  of  a  polyhedron 
was  formed  in  the  cornea,  as  Dr  B.  supposes,  would  objects  ap- 
pear single  at  any  distance  whatever  ? 

Name. — The  words  cofiical  formed  cornea^  used  by  Mr  Ward- 
rop,  do  not  at  all  convey  a  proper  idea  of  the  disease  already 
described,  as  we  often  observe  the  cornea  to  take  on  this  shape 
in  that  unsightly  malady,  staphyloma. 

We  have  a  disease,  termed  staphyloma  peUucidum^  in  which 
the  cornea  remains  ti^ansparent,  and  retains  Its  Spherical  shape* 
Now,  as  the  chief  apparent  difference  between  this  disease  and 
the  conical  Ji/rmed  cornea^  is  in  the  form  of  the  cornea,  I  propose 
to  nominate  the  former  disorder 

Staphyloma  peUucidum  sphn'icum  ;  and  the  latter 
Staphyloma  peUucidum  conicum. — If  a  shorter  name  cotild  be 
suggested,  certainly  it  M'ould  be  preferable. 


*  Excepting  ^*^  ^^^ 
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Case  of  Tetanus  success/idly  treated.  By  Mr  GRiMstONis,  Siir* 
geon,  Royal  Navy.  Commanicated  by  Mr  John  Living- 
stone, Surgeon  to  the  British  Factory  at  Macao,  China. 

IMTr  Charles  Watteix,  clerk  of  H.  M.  brig  Diana,  arod 
-^^-^  about  30  years,  of  a  spare  habit,  was  received  into  H.  M. 
hospital  ship,  Wiihelmina,  on  the  20th  of  May  1809,  for  the 
cure  of  a  wound,  caused  by  a  pistol  ball  passing  through  the 
palm  of  the  right  hand.  The  integuments  were  much  lacerated^ 
and  the  middle  metacarpal  bone  considerably  shattered. 

Upon  first  viewing  the  case,  I  advised  amputation  above  the 
wrist,  giving  him  my  reasons  for  so  doing,  founded  on  the  great 
probability  of  a  locked-jaw  taking  place,  particularly  in  this  cli- 
mate; but  he  would  not  consent.  I  then  aissected  out  both  parts 
of  the  metacarpal  bone  with  the  finger,  and  brought  the  intg^- 
ments  toother,  on  both  sides  of  the  hand,  by  stitches ;  appued 
soft  dressings,,  and  gave  extract  rhab.  gr.  ij. 

22d. — Considerable  heat ;  costive;  hand  and  arm  very  painful* 
]Bb.  Mist*  nitros.  §vi. 

Tinct.  opii  gtt.  xxx.  ft.  m. 

Capiat  cochlear,  ij.  tert.  a.  a.  hor.  Vesp.  extract  thebaic, 
gr.  ij.  et  eras  maue  sol.  saL  Glaub.  §iij.  whicn  had  the  desired 
eiFect 

24th. — Much  less  pain ;  pulse  moderate ;  skin  cool,  and  the 
bowels  open ;  dressed  the  wound,  which  looked  and  discharged 
well. 

9».  Pulv.  cinchon.  Jss. 
Spt  vin.  gall.  ^iss. 
Aquae  puree  Jviss.  ft.  mist 

Sumat.  |i.  tert  q.  q.  hor.     Vesp.  extract,  opii  cr.  ij. 

He  continued  to  do  well  until  the  8th  of  June,  wnen  the  wound 
was  nearly  healed,  and  I  observed  signs  of  tetanus,  such  as  dif- 
ficulty of  swallowing,  turning  the  head,  alteration  of  speech,  and 
the  jaw  slightly  contracted.  On  inquiry,  I  found  he  had  general 
spasms  for  the  two  last  days  past ;  particularly  violent  about  the 
neck  and  back,  which  he  had  neglected  to  tell  me  of  before,     t 

gave  him  tinct.  opii  gtt  xx.  statim,  and  repeated  ten  more  every 
our.    Again  pressed  him  to  submit  to  amputation,  but  he  still 
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refined ;  oonaequeiitly  I  applied  a  pledget,  dipped  in  equal  partt 
of  tinct  opii  and  spt  terebinth,  to  the  wound. 

9th« — The  jaw  completely  set,  so  as  not  to  admit  of  fluids  but 
with  difficnky;  spasma  geskml  and  violent;  no  stool  since  the  7th 
lost. 

T^.  Tinet  opii  Ji. 
Aq«  purse,  |viij.  m* 
Capiau  §L  omni  hora;  put  him  into  the  co)d  bath. 

10th. — No  alteration.  Continued  the  miicture  as  before,  with 
tinet  opii.  Siss.  and  tinct  digitalis  3s8 : 

]^.  Calomel.  ppL  gr.  viij.  statim  sumend. 
Vcsp.  soluL  sal.  Giaub.  |iis8. 

11  th,  i2th,  1  Sth.— Spasms  extremely  distressing  s,  costive.  OL 
ricini  Sx.  statim. 

^.  Tinct.  opii  S\j, 

Aquae  puras  |viij.  m. 

CapL  ut  antea  vesp.     Bowek  open.    Cont.  mist. 

14th. — I  put  Siin.  tinct  theb.  to  the  mixture,  and  on  the  Hth^ 
Siij,  during  which  time  his  sufferings  were  veiy  great.  I  had 
kept  the  bowek  open.    Wound  healed. 

This  morning,  the  spasma  were  frequent,  but  certainly  not  so 
violent:  I  now,  from  the  length  of  time,  and  the  diminished  state 
of  the  symptoms,  began  to  entertain  some  hope.  Continued  the 
medicine,  as  above,  till  the  24th,  without  any  very  material  al- 
teration. Pulse  generally  quick,  and  inclined  to  hilness.  Pre- 
vious to  my  visiting  him  this  evening,  my  assistant  told  me  that 
the  qiasms  had  entirely  gone  off.  On  my  ffoing  to  him,  I  found 
the  jaw  much  relaxed,  and  he  said  he  was  free  from  pain,  but  to 
all  appearance  much  intoxicated;  and,  on  further  inquiry,  X 
found  he  had  been  very  much  so  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day. 
I  directed  the  mixture  to  be  contuiued  as  usual  The  next  morn- 
ing, (on) 

25th. — The  spasms  were  general,  violent,  and  the  jaw  con- 
tracted more  than  ever ;  had  one  stool ;  pulse  not  so  fuil ;  pro- 
fbse  perspiration,  and  complained  of  languor.  I  continued  the 
mixture,  as  above,  every  hour,  and  gave  extract  theb.  ffr.  i.  e- 
very  two  hours,  and  rather  better  than  an  ounce  of  eood  ^irits 
every  hour*  I  continued  this  until  the  28th,  when  ne  was  evi« 
dently  better;  Cont.^  med.  July  Ist. — Still  better,  could  take 
slightly  of  solids,  and  use  the  jaw  without  bringing  on  the  spasm. 
^.  Ol.  ricini  Jx.  statim ;  Cont.  mist,  and  gave  gr.  ij.  of  the  ex- 
tract every  second  hour. 

From  this  day,  he  gradually  recovered.  I  made  no  alteration 
in  his  medicines,  excepting  omitting  a  part  of  the  spirits  till  the 
10th,  when  he  could  open  the  mouth,  and  make  use  of  the  jaw 
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as  well  as  ever.  The  debility  was  great,  and  now  and  then  a 
slight  spasm  takes  place,  from  the  right  shoulder  to  the  temple 
of  the  same  side ;  but  it  diminishes  daily. 

During  the  progress  of  the  disease,  I  observed  the  quantity  of 
opium  li^iven,  neitner  affected  the  head,  nor  procured  sleep  j  he 
generally  complained  of  want  of  rest.  The  tincture  was  made 
by  myself,  and  very  good.  1  took  the  idea  of  preferring  it  to  the 
extract  from  the  writings  of  Professor  Mursinna  of  Berlin.  I 
also  observed,  in  the  use  of  the  cold  bath,  that  although  the  in- 
terval was  somewhat  lengthened,  the  spasm  followed  with  great^' 
er  force;  and  I  am  much  in  doubt  whether  the  digitalis  had  not 
a  similar  effect. 

Whether  we  may  attribute  the  success  of  the  case  to  the  sti- 
mulus kept  up  by  tne  spirits,  or  to  the'  antispasmodic  effects  of 
the  opium,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know ;  I  should  rather  conclude  it 
was  tne  combined  action  of  both ;  and  although  deserving  of  fur- 
tlicr  trial,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  depend  on  the  spirits  alcHie. 

I  must  further  observe,  that  my  patient  was  one  who  indulged 
freely  in  the  use  of  spirits  when  in  health ;  consequently  we 
might  iwpect  its  stimulating  qualities  would  have  less  effect  on 
him,  tlian  on  one  who  had  not  done  so. 
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Brief  Outline  of  a  Plan  for  Diminishing  the  Prevalence  andfa* 
tal  tendency  of  Hooping-Cough.  By  Henry  Edmonstone, 
Surgeon,  Edinburgh. 

n^iiE  mortality  which  hooping-cough  produces  among  the  chil- 
-■-  dren  of  this  country,  is  a  perpetual  source  of  sorrow  and 
anxiety  to  all  classes  of  the  community.  Its  ravages  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  victims  which  it  carries  off  in  its  progress;  in  many 
of  those  who  escape  its  immediate  effects,  it  lays  the  foundation 
of  complaints  that  prove  equally  destructive,  or  it  induces  a  pre- 
disposition to  pulmonary  affections,  which  otherwise  might  never 
have  existed. 

No  period  of  life  is  altogether  exempt  from  the  disease,  although 
the  constitution  appears  to  be  most  obnoxious  to  its  attacks  du- 
ring infancy  and  childhood.  It  occurs  in  every  situation,  and  at 
all  seasons  of  Uie  year.    It  possesses  a  period  of  rise  and  decline. 
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and  is  weD  known  to  be  one  of  those  diseases  that  affect  tlie  sys- 
tem only  once  during  life. 

As  the  pathology  of  the  disease  is  but  imperfectly  understood, 
and  the  means  of  cure  extremely  circumscribed,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  endeavour  to  compensate  these  defects,  by  taking  ad- 
vantage of  certain  peculiarities  of  action,  to  which  the  contagion 
is  known  to  be  subjected;  and  from  thence  to  deduce  such  princi* 
plesof  preventive  treatment,  as  shall  tend  to  counteract  the  baneful 
influence  of  the  disorder,  and  render  it  less  generally  diffused. 

One  of  the  best  established  and  most  remarkable  of  these  pe- 
culiarities in  the  history  of  hooping-cough,  fs,  that  the  severity 
and  danger  attending  Uie  disease,  are  in  the.  inverse  ratio  of  the 
age  of  the  patient;  or,  in  other  words,  the  younger  the  patient^ 
the  greater  is  the  hazard  to  which  health  and  life  are  exposed. 
In  proportion  as  the  constitution  acquires  vigour  and  stability, 
the  danger  becomes  comparatively  trifling;  and  after  the  age  df 
puberty,  ceases  almost  entirely,  together  with  the  susceptibility  of 
the  disease.  Another  circumstance,  with  regard  to  the  operation 
of  the  contagious  principle,  particularly  deserving  of  attention, 
is,  that  hooping-cough  is  observed  to  be  much  milder  in  warm 
than  in  cold  climates ;  and  it  would  seem  to  be  in  conformity  to 
this  law,  that  the  disease  is  found  to  be  more  severe  in  this  coun- 
try during  autumn  and  winter,  than  during  spring  and  summer. 
It  is  not  necessary  here  to  enter  into  any  discussion  respecting  the 
causes  of  these  differences,  in  the  degrees  of  danger  and  severity, 
arising  from  age,  climate,  or  season.  It  is  sufficient  that  expe- 
rience has  established  the  fact  of  their  uniform  occnrrence.  The 
two  important  practical  rules  which  result  immediately  from  them, 
and  to  which  I  am,  on  the  present  occasion^  particularly  anxioi:^ 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  public,  are  the  following. 

I.  To  use  every  precaution  to  guard  against  the  kooping^eougb^ 
during  the  very  early  stages  of  life ;  andy 

II.  To  avoid  its  attack  during  tJie  unfavourable  season  of  the 
year. 

The  possession  of  means,  therefore,  that  conld  subject  the  dis- 
ease to  oar  controul,  so  far  as  to  enable  us  to  select  the  favour- 
able periods,  with  respect  to  age  and  atmospheric  temperature,' 
most  necessarily  have  the  effect  of  lessening  the  violence  of  the 
disease)  and  consequently,  of  contributing  to  the  preservation  of 
many  lives,  whose  loss  we  must  otherwise  continue  to  deplore* 
Mnch  of  the  continued  and  extensive  prevalence  of  hooping- 
cough,  and  mary  of  the  fatal  consequences  resulting  from  its 
agency,  arc  undoubtedly  to  be  attributed  to  extreme  inattention 
on  the  part  of  the  public  at  large.  Infected  children  are  suffer^ 
ed  to  mix  with  their  companions  in  the  streets,  at  play,  and  at 
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Bcboo],  without  any  intimation  being  given  to  the  uninfected  of 
the  existence  of  the  disease.  Abnost  every  other  contagious  dis- 
order manifests  itself  by  some  obvious  symptom  or  a{^:)earaiice9 
or  its  operation  is  so  violent,  that  the  patient  is  confined  at  home 
until  the  risk  of  communicating  it  has  entirely  ceased.  But  hoop- 
ing-cough, during  the  interval  of  its  paroxvsms,  exhibits  no  ex*  ^ 
temal  marks  by  which  its  presence  can  be  detected ;  the  general 
health  is  seldom  or  never  affected  while  the  patient  is  able  to  ^ 
abroad;  and  Qppsequently,  the  healthy  often  mii^lewith  the  dis- 
eased, without  bttng  aware  of  the  danger  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed. There  are  no  means  of  ascertaininff  whether  or  not  the 
disease  exists,  but.bv  actually  witnessing  a  fit  of  coughing;  and 
in  genera],  bdbre  this  can  have  taken  pkce,  the  disease  has  been 
imparted,  and  escape  rendered  impracticable. 

In  other  instances,  where  the  intcrvak  between  the  paroxysms 
are  very  protracted,  there  is  no  opportunity  afforded  of  observing 
a  fit  of  coughing;  and  the  contagion  may  thus  be  carried,  by 
means  of  a  third  person,  and  communicated,  perhaps,  to  a  whole 
family  of  chiklren,  without  the  possibility  even  of  a  suspicion  be- 
ing entertained. 

Sources  of  contagion  are  thus  generated  and  multiplied  to  an 
inde6nite  es^tent,  and  with  powers  of  propagation  so  indiscrimi- 
nate in  theiv  o|t)eration,  that  they  can  scatcdy  fail,  in  the  cold 
and  variaUe  climale  of  this  country,  to  be  sometinies  produc- 
tive of  the  most  fatal  consequences. 

As  the  disease,  then,  cannot  be  recognized  until  too  late  to 
prevent  its  attack,  the  framing  of  some  expedient,  by  which  those 
labouring  under  it  could  be  easily  knqwn  and  avoided,  would  seem 
to  present  the  most  simple  and  effectual  means  of  security  against 
its  insiduous  mode  of  invasion,  and  of  rendering  its  dissemina- 
tion less  extensively  injurious. 

I  would  therefore  pr<^H>se,  that  persons  affected  with  hoopinff- 
cough  should  wear  some  conspicuous  artide  of  dress,  by  which 
they  might  be  discerned  easily  at  a  distance,  and  an  opportunity, 
by  that  means,  ofiered  to  all  who  might  be  so  inclined,  of  keep- 
ing beyond  the  sphere  of  the  contagion.  A  red  hat,  cap,  or 
riboon,  for  example,  might  be  worn  tor  this  purpose.  As  orna- 
ments of  this  colour  are  seldom  used  for  the  head,  the  facility  of 
distinguishing  the  infected  persons  would  be  rendered  so  much 
the  greater.  Children  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  go  to  school 
or  to  churdi»  while  suffering  from  tlie  disease ;  nor  sLould  they, 
after  having  been  affected  with  it,  be  considered  admissible  into 
any  seminary  or  situation  where  numbers  are  assembled^  unless 
Aey  can  produce's  certificate,  signed  by  the  medical  attendant 
cf  the  i^uaily,  stating  that  the  danger  of  infection  is  over. 
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As  it  is  impos^ble,  without  the  interrcrence  of  the  legislature^ 
to  render  compulsory  the  above  regulations,  the  carrying  them  in- 
to effect  must  be  left  entirely  to  the  good  sense  and  humanity  of 
the  public.  Tliese,  if  duly  exerted,  will  be  found  fully  adequate 
to  the  purpose,  as  ey^ry  individual,  however  iudifTerent  or  eare~ 
less,  cannot  but  be  aware,  that  the  neglect  of  any  of  these  condi- 
tions, must  subject  him  to  the  reproaiSi  of  his  fellow-cttizens,  for 
having  violated,  not  only  his  obligations  to  society,  but  also  the 
sacred  duties  of  humanity. 

With  a  general  feeling  of  this  kind  on  the  public  mind,  the 
competency  and  success  of  the  plan  I  have  proposed,  would  soon 
cease  to  be  doubtful.  One  advantage,  I  pjresun^e,  it  will  be  al- 
lowed to  possess.  It  may  be  adopted  with  equal  facility  by  all 
ranks  and  descripdons  of  people ;  vqv  it  involves  jpeither  expense 
nor  inconvenieuce. 

I  appeal,  therefore,  with  confidence,  to  parents,  guardians,  and 
all  who  possess  influence,  and  who  arc  interested  in  the  fate  of  the 
rising  generation,  to  give  it  their  support,  and  to  promote  its 
favourable  reception,  oy  their  example. 

My  expectations  may  perhaps  be  aeemed  visionary;  but  I  am, 
notwithstanding,  strongly  impressed  with  the  belief,  that,  by  a 
strict  adherence  to  the  above  plan,  there  are  rational  grounds  for 
indul^ng  the  hope,  so  consolatory  to  every  feeling  mind,  that  the 
hoopmcH^ougfa  shaU  be  divested  of  many  of  its  daogers,  and  in- 
stead of  being  antici^ted  with  terror  and  alarm,  it  shall-  at  last 
come  to  be  viewed  with  indifference. 

If  the  preceding  observations  shall  prove  in  any  respect  instru- 
mental in  promoting  so  beneficial  an  object,  the  design  with 
which  they  have  been  written  will  have  been  fully  and  nappily 
acGompUshed. 

^eja.  1810. 

October  2. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  much  grati- 
fied on  seeing,  in  some  extracts,  published  in  the  24th  Number 
of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  from  Jackson's 
Account  of  Marocco,  the  following  facts  mentioned, 

**  Lq;>rosy  being  considered  epictemical,  those  who  are  affected 
with  it,  are  obligra  to  wear  a  badge  of  distinction  whenever  they 
leave  their  habitations ;  so  that  a  straw  hat,  with  a  very  wide  brim^ 
tied  on  in  a  very  particular  manner,  is  the  sigqal  for  persons  not 
to  approach  the  wearer. ''  If  such  a  precaution  be  considered  n^ 
cessary  for  the  prevention  of  leprosy,  which  at  least  discovers  it* 
self  by  the  ^*  total  want  of  eyebrows ''  in  those  whg  are,  or  hav9 
been  affected  with  it,  how  much  more  necessarv  is  it  in  hooping* 
cough,  which  is  so  much  more  destrttctive  lo  life,  and  in  wbi^ 
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there  is  no  appearance  to  indicate  its  presence  ?  Indeed,  some 
5»uch  contrivance  might  be  beneficially  applied  to  all  contagious 
diseases,  each  disease  being  distinguished  by  its  peculiar  device ; 
and  although  we  could  scarce(y  expect  to  Hmit,  in  any  very  mate- 
rial degree,  the  ogj^egate  dissemination  of  any  disease,  we  might, 
at  all  events,  be  able  to  render  it  less  indiscriminate  in  its  opera- 
tion :  besides,  the  certainty  of  'exposure  having  taken  place, 
would,  by  preparing  us  for  the  attack,  put  it  in  our  power  to 
counteract  its  effects. 

The  range  of  acti(Mi  of  this,  and  of  every  other  contagion,  is 
perhaps  more  limited  than  is  generally  imagined.  The  author 
lormerly  quoted,  m  his  account  of  Marocco,  says,  •*  My  daily  ob- 
servation convinced  me,  that  the  epidemy  (a  highly  malignant  spe- 
cies of  plague)  was  not  caught  by  approach,  unless  that  approach 
was  accompanied  by  an  inhaling  of  the  breath,  or  touching  the  in- 
fected person. " — Med.  &  Surg.  Journal,  Vol.  VI.  p.  464. 
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Inquiry  info  the  Exactness  qf  some  Statements j  made  hy  Messrs 
NagU  and  Wilson^  Naval  Stirgeonst  respecting  their  extraordi- 
nary  success  in  the  Treatment  of  Yellcrdh  Fever,  By  a  Naval 
Surgeon. 

Tn  the  2d  Vol.  of  Currie's  Medical  Reports,  fe  a  letter  from  Mr 
-*•  Nagle^  surgeon  in  the  Royal  Navy,  giving  an  account  of  his 
employment  of  the  affusion  of  cold  water  in  a  fever  that  occurred 
on  board  the  Ganges,  in  the  West  Indies.  Mr  N.  gives  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  the  fbver  was  that*" which  has  commonly  been  de- 
scribed under  the  title  of  yellow-fever.  One  hundred  and  tVBenty 
cases  of  this  fever  occurred  on  board  the  Ganges,  and,  under  the 
treatment  of  Mr  N.,  only  two  died.  Now,  in  comparing  this  very 
great  success  of  Mr  N.  (very  great  in  any  species  of  continued 
fever)  with  the  experience  of  other  authors  who  have  written  on 
the  yellow- fever,  and  with  what  we  have  experienced  in  our  own 
practice,  and  in  that  of  others,  it  is  impossible  not  to  entertain  a 
doubt  that  there  has  been  some  deception  in  the  case.  The  dis- 
ease in  the  hands  of  Mr  N.  proved  so  mild,  so  manageable—  to  all 
others  it  has  proved  so  fatal  and  untractable,  that  we  cannot  con- 
oeive^for  a  moment,  that  the  difierence  ofYihprctctice  otdy^  from 
that  of  others,  could  have  made  such  a  wonderful  difference  in  tlie 
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result ;  particularly,  as  TXfe  huAv^  that  the  practice  he  says  he 
followed,  has  been  employed  times  out  of  number  in  the  yellow^ 
fiver  without  success.  Before  Mr  N.,  we  believe  that  the  cold 
affusion,  as  directed  by  Dr  Currie,  was  not  so  properly  or  so 
pointedly  employed  as  it  was  by  him ;  but  since  he  wrote,  it  has 
nad  ample  trials,  unhappily  with  a  result  far  different  from  that 
which  it  had  in  the  fever  on  board  the  Ganges ;  and  although  it 
is  uudoubtedly  one  of  the  most  powerful  remedies  we  possess  in 
yellow-fever,  yet  it  falls  far  short  of  what  its  powers  in  the  con- 
tagious fever  of  Europe  had  led  medical  men  generally  to  expect. 
From  aS  this,  (I  repeat  it),  we  can  hardly  refrain  from  suspecting 
that  Mr  Nagle  did  not  treat  ca^es  of  yeUaw^fever^  of  the  fever 
described  by  Dr  Moseley  and  Dr  Jackson,  and  other  good  an* 
thors,  of  the  fever  which  still  continues  to  carry  off  so  many  of 
onr  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  West  Indies. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  may  be  inferred  with  safety,  that 
Mr  Naffle's  discrimination,  or  his  veracity,  will  hardly  fail  to  be 
impeached  by  all  those  who  have  treated,  and  who  still  continue 
to  treat,  this  fever  with  a  degree  of  success  so  vastly  inferior  to 
that  mentioned  by  him.  The  only  way,  as  appears  to  me,  that 
Mr  Nagle  can  remove  the  imputation,  is  by  publishing  some  cases 
of  the  fever  at  lengdi.  The  foil  detail  of  symptoms  in  the  early 
*^^f  t  (if  the  disease  did  not  proceed  beyond  this),  will  enable 
the  experienced  to  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  disease.  And  I 
think  an  account  of  the  two  cases  that  proved  fatal,  would  be  de- 
cisive of  the  question  of  the  identity  of  the  fever  of  the  Ganges 
with  the  endemic  of  the  West  Indies.  It  is  mentioned  dial  yel- 
lowness did  not  occur.  But  although  yellowness  of  the  surface 
is  not  a  uniyersal  symptom  of  the  disease,  it  seldom  or  never 
proves  fatal,  without  exhibiting,  in  the  combination  of  its  phe- 
nomena, signs  characteristic  of  itself. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr  N.  will  not  withhold  the  informa- 
tion required*  His  honour  and  his  humanity  are  both  intorest- 
cd  I  for  surely,  if  he  had  such  great  success  in  the  treatment  of 
\^<i ytlUmyJiver^  he  must  have  employed  means  as  yet  untried  by 
other  practitioners. 

In  the  same  volume  is  given  the  result  of  the  practice  of  Mr 
Wilson,  surgeon  of  the  Hussar,  in  this  fever  also  (as  is  said),  ex- 
tracted from  Dr  Trotter's  Medicina  Nautica.  Out  of  t  vjity-ihree 
<^38es  of  fever  Mr  Wilson  did  not  lose  one.    This  is  still  greater 


t  A  general  statement  of  tlie  first  symptoms,  in  these  cases,  is  indeed  given ;  but'' 
tl)«s«,  utfaough  certainly  gencnlly  present  in  yellow  fever,  are  more  or  leas  found 
10  all  ftrcrs. 
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success  than  Mr  Nagle's.    But  the  judgmeat  of  Mr  Wilson  lies 
under  still  greater  impatations  of  inaccuracy  than  does  that  of  Mr 
Kagle;  because,  in  the  account  itself  of  the  disease  by  the  for- 
mer, we  have,  as  it  were,  intrinsic  proof  that  it  was  tua  the  yel- 
low-fever) whereas,  in-the  report  of  the  latter,  **  'tis  the  success 
alone  that  staggers  our  belief* "     Mr  W.  says  the  fever  was  con- 
tagious ;  now,  we  know  that  the  yellow- fever  is  not  contagious. 
And  if  it  be  said  that  Mr  W.  might  have  been  deceived  with  re- 
gard to  its  contagious  natnre,  as  so  many  others  have  be«i,  we 
reply,  that  the  fact  of  its  spreading  among  the  crew  of  the  Hus- 
aar,^  in  the  nuuiner  it  did,  and  the  circumstance  of  its  having  been 
carried  from  Guadalowpe  to  North  America,  prove  the  contagious 
nature  of  the  fever.    Consequently  this  was  not  the  yellow^fever ; 
for,  however  medical  men  in  England,  who  have  never  seen  this 
disease,  or  who,  having  seen  it,  have  bad  their  judgment  warped 
by  theory  and  prejudice,  may  maintiun  the  contrary,  we  now  cer- 
tainly kiM>w,  that  the  yeUatthfever  is  not  caniagivus.    Besides*  the 
comparison  of  his  practice  and  success,  with  &e  practice  and  suc- 
cess (or  we  rather  fear,  it  ought  to  be  stated  want  of  success) 
now  witnessed  in  the  West  Indies,  must  inevitably  lead  us  to  the 
same  conclusion.     Mr  W.'s  practice  was  to  bleeci  early,  employ 
the  cold  affttsioB,  and  give  emetic  tartar.    Now,  the  two  former 
modes  of  cure  are  those  actually  employed  at  present,  with  a  very 
diiferent  effect  from  what  Mr  W.  experienced,  while  the  third  is 
universally  abandoned,  from  experience  of  its  ill  efiects.     From 
these  considerations,  I  think  we  are  warranted  to  conclude,  that 
Mr  Wilscm  did  not  treat  patients  labouring  under  yellow-fever. 
This  question  of  the  real  nature  of  the  fever  which  Mr  W. 
treated,  on  board  the  Hussar,  excites  a  livelier  interest,  as  it  is 
adduced  by  Dr  Blane  in  his  letter  to  Baron  Kloest,  (Ed.  Med. 
&  Surg.  Jour.  Vol.  III.  p.  385.},  as  a  conclusive  proof  of  the  con- 
tagious nature  of  yellow-fever.     Fortunately,  however,  wc  did 
not  want  this  confutation  of  Mr  Wilson's  opinion,  to  disprove 
the  contagion  of  this  fever. 

I  consider  the  present  inquiry  as  of  some  importance,  inas- 
nmch  as  tlie  successes  related  by  these  authors,  are  apt  to  give 
rise,  in  those  unacquainted  witli  the  disease,  to  suspicions  unfa- 
vourable to  the  character  and  abilities  of  other  surgeons,  who, 
at  present,  treat  the  fever  in  question  unhappily  witli  very  differ- 
ent event.  1  have,  therefore,  upon  returning  from  the  scene  of 
this  disease,  thrown  together  the  above  observations,  trusting  you 
will  give  them  a  place  in  your  widely  circulated  Journal ;  a  medium 
through  which  they  are  most  likely  to  fulfil  the  intention  with 
which  they  were  written. 
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jnrf  a  very  singular  and  eamplicated  Case  tf  MsJem* 
formation  of  the  Genital  Organs^  Rectum^  S^c.     By  J.  T.  Con- 
quest, Assistant- Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Marine  Forceif  and 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sux^^eont. 

"O  F.  was  a  few  months  since  dcJiTered  of  an  infimtt  of  thenv 
-'^*  tural  size  of  a  smaO  nine  months  fatoty  which  presttited 
the  following  curious  deyiations  from  Nature's  asnal  course.  It 
survived  the  birth  three  days.  The  whole  body  of  the  child  was 
emaciated,  and  great  deficiency  of  vigour  was  very  peroeptiUe  \ 
the  muscles  were  of  a  loose  flabby  texture  \  the  lower  extremi*^ 
ties  were  considerably  distorted,  the  feet  being  turned  complete* 
ly  inwards.  On  the  second  and  third  lumbar  vertebrse,  there 
was  spina  bifida  situated,  of  the  size  of  a  common  ovuige. 

The  umbilicus  was  lower  than  usual,  and  on  the  ri^^t  side  i 
it  did  not  appear  to  perforate  the  linea  alba  in  its  natural  plaoe^ 
but  came  out  nearer  the  edge  of  the  rectus  muscle  i  there  was  a 
considerable  elevation,  both  on  the  upper  and  lower  part  of  its 
perforation. 

T%e  anus,  in  its  natural  situation,  was  imperforate,  nor  was  any 
appearance  of  the  termination  of  Uie  rectum  perceptible^  when 
exertions  were  made,  by  crying  or  voiding  tne  nrine^  About 
midway  between  the  umbilicus  and  symphysis  pubis,  the  rectum 
protruded  about  three  inches  from  the  abdomen,  and  was  cover*- 
ed  by  the  common  integuments,  which  were  regularly  continue- 
ed  on  from  the  abdomen,  and  reflected  over  its  whole  length. 
The  peristaltic  motion  was  constantly  going  on,  and  the  meco- 
nium were  voided  through  it.  It  was  much  thicker  than  the  reo- 
tam  of  an  adult,  supposmg  it  to  have  the  addition  of  n  cutieular 
covering.  It  appeared  tol>e  unrounded  with  a  strei^  muscle^ 
which,  when  tne  internal  or  villous  coat  suffered  ^he  least  altrih 
tion,  contracted  with  an  unusual  degree  of  force,  amounting  to 
a  temporary  obliteration  of  its  canals  The  sphincter  was  pet^ 
feet  at  its  termination,  where  it  was  for  a  smell  disti^nce  invert- 
ed. The  inversion  of  its  lower  part  rendered  the  internal  coat 
so  distinct,  as  to  admit  of  its  being  minutely  ewmined.  The 
villous  coat  was  extremely  red,  vaeeutar,  andT  tinged  with  blood 
of  a  florid  hue.  It  was  so  extremely  sensible,  that  when  slightly 
irritated  with  a  probe,  a  detennisatum  ^  blood  tool^  place  to  tK^ 
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part,  and  the  peristaltic  action  increased  almost  to  an  erection  ; 
It  was  studded  with  innumerable  and  very  large  glands,  which 
secreted  a  large  quantity  of  mucus. 

Tfie  genital  organs  presented  an  appearance  equally  singular 
with  that  of  the  parts  already  described.  Their  structure  was 
ho  complicated^  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  form  any  cor- 
|rect  opinion  of  the  sex ;  neither  predominated ;  and  there  appear- 
ed an  admixture  of  both.  That  which  would  at  first  sight  have 
been  pronounced  to  be  a  scrotum,  was  considerably  larger  than 
one  of  the  common  size*  It  extended  above  the  pubes,  and  was 
smooth  on  its  sur&ce,  without  the  least  appearance  of  raphe, 
iior  was  any  perinaeum  to  be  distinguished.  Nothing  which  bore 
the  least  resemblance  to  testes  could  be  discovered,  and  the  scro- 
tum or  tumor  was  filled  with  cellular  substance,  of  a  soft  spon- 
gy texture.  On  the  most  minute  examination,  it  evidently  was 
not  an  adhesion  of  the  opposite  sides  of  the  labiae,  from  its  size, 
and  from  there  being  no  mark  of  union.  On  the  upper  part  of 
this  tumor  was  a  small  prominence,  perforated  witn  a  fissure, 
60  small  as  to  render  the  introduction  of  a  probe  impracticable : 
this  was  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  ami  bore  a  near  resemblance 
to  the  meatus  urinarius ;  it  had  no  appearance  of  prepuce,  and 
was  not  in  any  respect  similar  to  the  penis.  The  urethra  could 
be  traced  through  the  soft  cellular  substance,  with  which  the 
tumor  was  filled,  as  far  as  the  symphysis  pubis ;  it  M^as  unusual- 
ly hard,  and  felt  like  a  curved  probe.  There  was  a  constant  in- 
voluntary discharge  of  urine,  which  exuded  from  the  fissure, 
guttaiims  except  on  any  violent  exeition  of  the  phiid,  when  it 
flowed  in  an  excessively  fine  stream  or  jet.  In  cases  which  have 
been  described  in  some  respects  similar  to  this,  a  separation  of 
the  bones  of  the  pubes  has  been  mentioned  \  but  in  this  case 
there  was  no  such  appearance. 

I  have  given  a  plain  narration  of  flicts,  and  avoided  making 
any  remarks.  The  case  appears  altogether  a  very  singular  one 
of  the  kind.  It  occurred  to  my  father,  who,  in  an  extensive 
practice'  of  thirty  years,  has  seen  several  with  malformation  of 
the  urinary  and  genital  organs,  yet  never  met  with  one  which 
j^resented  so  great  a  variety  of  unnatural  appearances.  No 
doubt  but  the  internal  parts  were  much  deranged;  but  the  pre- 
judices and  suspicions  of  the  parents  were  so  great,  as  to  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  obtaining  any  thing  more  than  an  exter- 
nal examination  of  the  body. 

Chatham f  iUh  October  1810. 
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Sl'ctch  of  a  Plan  for  Imp'oving  the  Medical  Department  of  the 

^  To,  dum  tuA  navis  in  alto  est. 

Hoc  age. "  Iloa.  £p.  xviiL  I  87.  . 

<*  Hoc  o]nii,  hoc  studlutn  panri  proiwremus  ct  ampH, 
Si  patri«  ▼oliimus,  si  nobis  viverc  cai  i.  '* 

HoR.  £p.  ill.  L  28. 

C\^  aforineroccasion{Ed.  Med. and  Surg.  Journ.  Vol.VI. p. 926.) 
^^  it  was  shown,  that  the  practice  of  njedicine  in  the  navy  pos- 
j>es6es  some  very  peculiar  advantages  ;  and  it  is  now  proposed  to 
sketch  out  a  plan  for  improving  these  advantages.  In  submit* 
ling  this  to  the  consideration  of  naval  surgeons,  the  writer  is. 
solely  influenced  by  a  desire  to  benefit  his  profession  $  not  con* 
aidering  what  he  here  ofTers  as  the  best  or  only  method,  but  as 
one  of  easy  application  to  practice,  and  whicli,  if  adopted,  would 
confer  on  medicine  some  of  the  great  benefits  which,  he  is  con-* 
vinced,  the  peculiarity  of  their  situation  is  capable  of  yielding, 
^^or  is  he  without  hopes,  that  the  thing,  thus  lightly  touched  on» 
may  challenge  the  attention  of  some  one  more  able  than  himself 
to  uo  it  justice ;  not  conceiving  it  impossible,  (while  he  beholds 
the  greatest  iniproveinents  and  the  noblest  institutions  taking 
their  birth  from  individual  exertion),  that  the  improvement  he 
Jiow  proposes  may,  in  process  of  time,  be  fully  accomplished. 

In  this  plan,  all  that  is  required  of  the  naval  surgeon  is  a  lit* 
tie  industry  and  observation.  I  would  have  him  consider  the 
body  of  men,  of  which  he  is  the  medical  superintendant,  as  the 
subject  of  an  experiment  placed  within  the  inOuencc  of  all  ex«- 
.ternal  bodies.  I  would  have  him  mark  the  changes  which  these 
reciprocally  undergo,  endeavouring,  with  unceasing  attention, 
to  ascertain  the  causes  of  the  different  changes  that  arise  in  this 
subject  of  experiment,  and  to  explain  the  mode  of  action  of 
which  these  are  the  result.  When  the  effects  are  disease^  he  is 
to  note  its  whole  phenomena,  still  remarking,  in  a  particular 
manner,  its  relation  with  external  bodies,  and  the  effects  of  these 
on  the  subject  in  this  altered  condition.  In  other  words,  {^ 
would  have  the  surgeon  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  whole 
ship's  company,  as  well  in  health  as  in  disease,  observing  and 
marking  their  mode  of  living,  as  to  food,  drink,  clothing,  exer- 
rise,  &c. ;  their  different  conditions  and  habits,  and  the  effects 
of  these  on  health  and  disease ;  particularly  noting  the  state  of 


S6  On  the  Medical  Dtpartmeni  tf  the  Nmjf*  Jan. 

the  weather,  and  endeavouring  to  ascertain  its  influence.  Whoi 
disease  occurs,  he  is  to  pay  great  attention  to  everv  case,  so  as 
not  merely  to  benefit  his  patient  as  much  as  possible  by  the  best 
practice,  but  to  instruct  himself  from  every  additional  sample  of 
disease. 

All  this  is  a  matter  of  the  easiest  attainment,  and  may  be  very 
well  accomplished  in  the  follovdng  manner :  In  a  journal,  kept 
for  the  purpose,  the  surgeon  is  to  commence,  by  inserting  a  list 
of  the  ship's  company,  as  divided  into  the  diuerent  classes  of 
.seamen  and  marines,  subdivided  into  forecastlemen,  topmcn, 
afterguard,  &c. ;  in  short,  into  as  many  divisions  as  different  oo^ 
cupations  may  be  supposed  to  give  rise  to  difference  in  health. 
After  every  name  fas  obtained  from  particular  inspection,  obse^- 
vation  and  inquiry)  the  man's  appearance  or  temperament,  ha- 
bits, character,  nature  of  employment,  years  at  sea,  former  con- 
dition of  life,  previous  state  of  health,  &c.  are  to  be  marked ; 
particular  attention  being  paid  to  every  thing  which  may  be  sup^ 
posed  to  influence  health,  f 

la  another  part  of  the  journal,  he  is  daily  to  note  the  state  of 
the  weather,  as  ascertained  from  general  observation  and  from 
instruments.  In  addition  to  the  account  of  the  state  of  the  at- 
mosphere, the  particular  state  of  things,  as  shown  locally  between 
decks,  &c.  as  with  regard  to  moisture,  air,  &c.  is  to  be  mention- 
ed. Then  are  to  be  marked  the  nature  of  the  duty  carried  on^ 
and  the  diet  and  drink  of  the  ship's  company  for  the  day.  X 
When  any  uncommon,  or  very  particular  duty  is  carried  on  by  a 
small  number,  such  as  wooding,  watering,  &c.  the  names  of  the 
men  employed  arc  to  be  marked  in  the  daily  report,  and  the  par- 
ticular nature  of  the  duty  to  which  they  have  been  subjected,  de- 
tailed. Then  the  sick-list  is  to  be  reviewed,  and  the  number  and 
names  of  the  men  and  diseases  admitted  and  discharged  are  to 
be  marked.  At  convenient  times,  the  general  character  of  the 
prevailing  diseases  is  to  be  inserted,  referring,  for  a  detail  of  the 
particular  cases,  to  another  journal.  This  oSier  journal  is  to  con- 
tain a  detail  of  every  case  of  disease  which  is  entered  on  the  list : 
not  a  cursory  enumeration  of  the  most  prominent  symptoms,  as 
cauglit  from  the  first  glance  at  the  patient,  but  a  regular  and 
leisurely  account  of  all  the  complaints  of  the  patient,  w  present 
state  of  the  usual  criteria  of  disease,  the  medicines  takeu^  and  their 


f  It  k  obvious,  that  tint  table  wiU  be  enlarged  in  proportion  to  die  kngth  of 
T^idence  of  the  surgeon  in  the  ship. 

f  To  a  person  unacquainted  with  the  manners  of  the  nsvy  this  win  appear  a 
strange  proposal  -,  but  to  those  who  are  iQ  that  situation,  it  will  be  allowed  to  be  of 
the  easiest  attainment.  *- 
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evident  efiects:  in  sliort,  a  true  and  full  history  of  the  disease^ 
from  which  may  be  learninl  the  actual  state  of  the  patient's  sys- 
tem, and  a  probable  opinion  formed  of  the  effects  of  the  rcine- 
dies  esnployed.  This  account  is  to  be  taken  at  stated  times  (once 
or  twice  a-day)  and  fully  piven  at  each  time. 

The  plan  now  proposed,  carried  on  privately,  would  doubt- 
less coBtribute  greatly  to  individual)  as  well  as  to  general  im- 
provement ;  but  it  would  be  far  from  producing  all  the  great 
^ecu  to  be  expected  from  it,  were  the  perfection  of  it  left  to 
the  volition  of  individuals,  or  to  observations  formed  from  par- 
tial reports.  To  accomplish  the  end  in  view,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary that  surgeons  should  be  obliged,  by  their  instructions,  to 
trananiic  the  two  journals  above  mentioned,  at  stated  timcj?,  to 
the  Board,  or  to  some  person  or  persons  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  duty  of  these  would  be  to  collate  the  immense  body 
of  evidence  j  to  condense  the  general  facts ;  and,  in  short,  to  re- 
duce to  a  manageable  volume,  the  whole  of  the  facts  and  obser- 
vations contained  in  the  journals,  either  drawing  from  these  the 
general  results,  or  leaving  this  to  the  discretion  of  the  reader. 
This  might  be  published  annually,  or  at  any  convenient  times, 
and  would  be  drawn  up  in  whatever  form  might  appmr  most  ad- 
vantageous for  purposes  of  general  improvement.  The  gentle* 
men,  wlmm  the  nature  of  tneir  situation  points  out  as  best  qua- 
lified for  this  task  of  arrangement,  are  the  physicians  to  the  dif^ 
fereat  fleets.  They  being  on  the  spot,  where  the  observations 
were  made,  and  having  probably  visited  every  ship,  have  on  ma* 
ny  accounts  advantages  which  none  others  can  possess.  *  Each 
physician  would  collect  tlte  reports  of  his  own  station;  and  thiia 
we  would  have  annual  reports  of  the  Channel,  North  Sea,  Medi- 
terranean, West  India,  and  East  India  stations.  Reducing  tlie 
magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  we  would  expect  the  reports  to 
be  more  correct ;  at  the  same  time,  we  would  h.ive  a  better  op- 
portunity of  comparing  the  effects  of  diflerent  climates. 

The  advantages  resulting  from  a  faithful  and  persevering  pro- 
secution of  this  simple  plan,  it  is  evident  would  be  great.  Let 
us  suppose  that  a  suite  of  remarks  and  observations  on  the  above 
plan  was  carried  on  for  a  few  years — say  ten  onlv, — by  700  sur- 
geons, in  vessek  of  every  dass,  in  all  variety  of  circumstances,  in 
every  climate  of  the  globe ;  that  these  remarks  and  observations 
were  compared  and  collated  by  some  person  capable  of  the  under- 


*  On  the  oltiar  hftnd>  perhaps  the  nmture  of  their  situation  on  shipboard,  wtA 
their  public  duty,  might  render  it  imprecticaUle  for  tlie  physicians,  ilowercr^ 
this  could  easily  be  settled* 
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taking*  in  the  manner  it  has  been  proposed. — Need  I  was^tc  time 
in  stating*  what  must  appear  at  first  view  to  every  one,  the  va- 
luable acquisition  such  a  work  would  be  to  medicine  in  'general, 
and  to  nautical  medicine  in  particular  ?  But  leaving  such  bound- 
ed views,  when  we  consider  the  effects  of  this  plan,  faithfully 
pursued  for  centuries,  amended  by  the  progressive  increase  of 
improvement,  and  enriched  by  the  discoveries  of  so  maiqr  years, 
— we  are  surprised  at  the  immense  views  of  improvement  that 
open  on  us,  and  cannot  help  regretting  the  inactivity  of  man, 
and  blaming  the  indolence  and  carelessness  of  our  predecessors, 
who  have  left  a  work  of  such  mighty  import  for  the  speculation 
only  of  the  present  day. 

To  many  surgeons,  *  I  know,  some  parts  of  the  plan  proposed, 
will  appear  visionary  and  impracticable.  To  them,  I  can  only 
answer,  that,  in  drawing  it  out,  I  have  been  guided  by  per- 
sonal experience  of  its  practicability;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  that 
any  surgeon  of  an  active  disposition,  and  who  has  the  improve- 
ment of  his  profession  at  heart,  however  novel  it  may  appear  at 
first  sight,  upon  consideration  will  give  full  assent  to  its  easy  ap« 

f)lication  to  practice.  Simple  as  it  is,  however,  it  cannot  be  fol- 
owcd  without  the  interference  of  public  authority;  the  Medical 
Board  alone  can  procure  its  adoption.  And  thrice  happy  should 
we  be,  if  any  hint  here  given,  should  induce  any  one,  who  has 
the  power  to  remedy,  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration.  The 
proposed  plan  is  one  which  bears  the  stamp  of  evident  and  une- 
quivocal utility  ;-~one  which,  while  it  would  be  of  the  utmost 


*  ParticuUrly  to  those  true  tons  of  indolence,  who,  **  sittiog  in  silence  with 
df'jected  eyes  incurious,  and  with  folded  hands,  "  near  the  rudder  head,  or  in  the 
cock'pit  cabin,  waste  their  days  in  most  stoical  immobility.  The  cabin  of  thew 
gentlemen  was,  long  ago,  most  faithfully  and  most  admuably  depicted  by  Ovid,^  in 
the  following  lines : — 

Est— — longo  spelunca  recessu 

Ignavi  domus ; 

Ctuo  nunquam  radits  oriens,  mediusre,  cadensve 

Phoebus  adire  potest.    Nebulae  caligine  mistae 

Exbalantur  humo ;  dubicque  crepuscula  lucis. 

Non  vigil  ales  ibi  cristati  cantibus  oris 

Bvocat  Auroram ;  nee  voce  silentia  rumpunt 

SoUidtiire  canes,  canlbusve  sagacior  anser. 

Non  fera,  non  pecudes,  non  moti  flamine  rami, 

Sonum  rcddunL 

Cum  murmure  labens 

Inntat  aoxnnos  unda. 

Metamorph.  Lib.  XI.  I.  591. 
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ad^ntage  to  our  country,  would  cost  her  nothing  to  put  into  exe- 
cotion;  and  which,  while  it  must  sooth  the  breast  of  the  man 
who  procured  its  adoption,  as  the  performance  of  a  great  virtue, 
would  ensure  him  an  endless  fame  in  tlie  remembrance  of  a  grnte- 
fal  posterity. 

T.  F. 


VIII. 

Account  of  two  Cases  of  Gonorrhceay  attended  with  unusually  severe 
symptomSf  relieved  by  the  Employment  of  Calomel  and  Opium 
in  combination.  By  George  Langstaff,  Member  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London. 

"pVuRiNG  the  early  stage  of  gonorrhoea  virulenta,  the  symptoms 
^^  are  generally  pretty  regular,  consisting  of  occasional  twing- 
ing pain,  ardor  urinas,  discharge  from  the  urethra,  and  frequently 
chordee;  but  their  degree  of  violence,  influenced,  perhaps,  by  the 
nature  of  the  infection,  depends  chiefly  on  idiosyncracy,  and  is 
often  increased  by  intemperance.  However,  we  occasionally 
meet  with  great  deviations  from  the  regular  order  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  other  diseases,  of  which  the  following  case  is  a  remarkable 
instance. 

Mr  John  Hart,  39  years  of  age,  of  a  plethoric  habit,  applied 
to  me  on  the  iOth  of  June,  with  gonorrhcea,  which  had  made  its 
appearance  nearly  a  week.  The  glans  penis,  and  oriflce  of  the 
urethra,  were  much  swollen,  and  ne  complained  of  violent  heat 
and  pain  in  making  water.  The  discharge  from  the  urethra  was 
copious,  of  a  yellowish  colour,  tinged  with  green. 

He  was  directed  to  keep  a  doth  to  the  penis,  damped  with 
cold  water,  as  often  as  he  conveniently  could;  opening  medicine 
was  given,  and  tlie  following  powder  prescribed  : 
lj»  Pulv.  tragacanthas  comp.  3ss. 
Nitratis  potassas  gr.  iij. 
Jalapae  gr.  iv.  m.  f.  pulvis. 
Ter  die  sumendus,  in  poculo  aq.  horde!  comp. 
This  method  of  moderating  the  ordinary  inflammatory  symp- 
toms, aided  by  the  antiphlofiistic  regimen  (witli  local  and  general 
bleeding  where  the  case  requires),  1  have  mostly  found  success* 
fbl;  and  when  the  ardor  urinas  is  troublesome,  I  commonly  order 
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from  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  liquor  potasss  to  be  taken  with  each 
powder,  until  the  pain  moderates. 

But  this  remedy  is  rather  uncertain  in  its  effects;  fi^r  though  it 
sometimes  allays  the  above-mentioned  symptom,  in  the  most  sur- 
prising and  satisfactory  manner,  in  other  cases  it  does  not  affi>rd 
the  least  alleviation,  either  in  increased  or  diminished  doses. 

The  inflammatory  symptoms  continued  violent,  and  tlie  ardor 
urinse  very  troublesome,  till  the  17th  of  the  same  month,  when 
tlie  swelling,  inflammation,  and  heat,  had  lessened  considerably. 
The  discharge  was  still  profuse,  and  of  a  purulent  colour. 

The  powders  were  continued,  but  the  liquor  potassse  was  omit- 
ted, as  the  pain,  in  evacuating  the  urine,  had  so  much  diminish* 
ed;  but  as  he  complained  of  slight  erection  of  the  penis  in  the 
night,  attended  with  pain,  a  pill,  with  one  grain  of  opium,  and 
two  of  camphor,  was  directed  to  be  taken  every  night,  and  the 
penis  to  be  bathed  in  warm  water. 

Under  this  mode  of  treatment,  the  symptoms  gradually  de- 
creased, and  there  was  every  reason  to  suppose  the  disease  would 
run  its  course  in  a  favourable  way;  but  on  the  thirtieth^  the  ki* 
flammatory  symptoms  recurred  with  redoubled  violence,  without 
any  assignal)Ie  cause,  and  the  patient  was  troubled  with  frequent 
painful  erections  of  the  penis.  The  warm  bath  w^as  used,  a  pint 
of  blood  taken  from  the  arm,  (which  after  standing  a  while 
proved  sizey,  or  what  is  termed  inflamed),  and  saline  purgatives, 
with  demufecnt  beverage,  were  prescribed. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  patient  called  on  me,  nearly  distracted 
with  pain;  he  had  not  voided  his  urine  for  twelve  hours,  and  had, 
during  the  last  two,  suffered  the  greatest  agony  from  the  urgent 
inclination  to  do  so.  In  addition  to  his  misery,  the  penis  had  been 
distended  with  blood  to  an  enormous  size  nearly  six  hours,  and 
he  had  not  been  able  to  moderate  the  erection  by  cold,  or  any 
other  means  he  had  tried ;  the  discharge  was  much  diminished. 

Cold  and  warm  water  having  been  used  without  effect,  it  was 
necessary  to  adopt  some  effectual  mode  of  relief.  I  thought  the 
introduction  of  the  catheter  would  be  the  most  likely  metliod  of 
lessening  the  irritable  state  of  the  bladder. 

I  emploved  a  moderate  sized  silver  instrument,  which  passed 
easily,  witn  its  convexity  towards  the  arch  of  the  pubis ;  but 
when  I  had  turned  the  handle,  and  attempted  to  carry  the  point 
into  the  bladder^  though  it  was  done  in  tne  most  cautious  man- 
ner, violent  spasm  affected  the  parts,  and  obliged  me  to  withdraw 
the  catheter :  when,  to  my  astonishment,  nearly  half  a  pint  of 
arterial  blood  flowed  in  a  moderate  stream  from  the  urethra. 

A  discharge  of  blood  from  tlie  urethra  is  not  an  unfrequent 
occuiTeucc,  when  the  inflammatory  symptoms  of  gonorrhoea  rua 
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higli;  and  it  generally  ftives  temporary  ease,  as  it  did  in  this  case. 
But  as  the  bleeding  stiS  continued^  I  introduced  a  common  bou- 
gie, which  plan  I  have  often  seen  succeed  in  suppressing  hm» 
niorrhage,  brought  on  by  the  use  of  the  caustic,  I  had  also  in 
view  the  further  motive  of  promoting  the  evacuation  of  the  blad- 
der I  which  very  fortunately  succeeded ;  for  as  soon  as  the  bou« 
S'e  was  withdrawn,  the  urine  flowed  to  the  quantity  of  a  pint; 
e  penis  became  flaccid,  the  hsemorrhage  ceasedi  and  the  pa- 
tient was  freed  from  pain. 

After  this  relief,  the  patient  was  ordered  to  take  a  pill,  with 
two  grains  of  calomel  and  one  of  opium  ;  to  sit  over  the  steam 
of  warm  water,  and  to  foment  the  parts  frequently ;  low  diet  waa 
also  enjoined,  with  a  view  of  lessening  the  inflammation  and  ir- 
ritatiou  of  the  urethra,  and  (I  may  add)  bladder ;  for  if  we  may 
be  allowed  to  judge  from  the  nature  aud  violence  of  the  symp- 
toms, the  whole  mucous  lining  of  both  was  affected. 

Mr  Hunter  savs,  *  **  The  ureters,  and  even  the  kidn^'s, 
aomettmes  sympatnize,  when  the  bladder  is  either  very  much  m- 
flamed,  or  under  a  considerable  degree  of  irritation :  however, 
this  but  rerely  happens,  and  if  it  should  take  place  with  any  de- 

Eee  of  violence,  I  should  suppose  that  the  stonmch  woulcf  also 
come  a£^tcd,  and  of  course  the  whole  constitution. '' 
The  same  author  further  adds:  **  When  the  inflammation,  or 
perhaps  only  the  irritation,  runs  along  the  whole  surface  of  the 
urethra,  attacks  the  bladder,  and  even  extends  to  the  ureters  and 
the  kidneys,  so  as  to  cause  a  disagreeable  sensation  in  all  these 
parts,  the  disease  is  generally  very  violent,  and,  I  suspect,  i« 
something  of  the  erysipelatous  kiim ;  at  least,  it  shows  an  irri- 
table sjTnpathizing  habit. " 

July  3d, — About  seven  o'clock  this  morning,  the  distension  of 
the  penis  was  as  great  as  yesterday,  attended  with  retention  of 
urine,  and  violent  eflbrts  to  void  it ;  the  painful  sensations  were 
so  distressing,  as  to  compel  him  to  send  for  me  about  ten  o'clock. 
A  bougie  was  introduced,  and  upwards  of  a  pint  of  oflensive 
nrine,  loaded  with  mucus,  came  o&\  attended  with  the  same  plea-' 
sant  relief  as  yesterday. 

Leeches  were  applied  along  the  course  of  the  urethra,  and  to 
the  perinaeum,  which  caused  a  copious  flow  of  blood ;  and  the 
warm  bath,  and  the  following  mixture  aud  pills  were  ordered : 
^.  Pulv.  acacias  f  ss. 

Pulv.  ipecacuanha?  comp.  ^ij. 

Sqr.  althsBse  f  ss. 

Aquas  menthae  virid.  ^vij.  m. 

Sumat  qbartam  partem  quarta  quaque  hora. 

•  First  Edition,  p.  45. 
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5*  Extracti  opii  piirif.  gr.  ij.  f.  pilula  hora  sornni  sumenda. 
About  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  symptoms  again  re- 
,  turned,  and  were  so  tormenting,  as  to  oblige  me  to  use  a  bou- 
gie, wlien  about  half  a  pint  of  the  same  kind  of  urine  flawed  iui- 
Tnediatelv. 

July  4th. — The  erection  not  so  tcazing  last  nighti  but  the  pria- 
pism and  retention  of  urine  this  day  so  urgent,  as  to' require  the 
aid  of  the  bougie.  Leeches  were  again  applied  to  the  pcrinasum 
and  urethra,  and  the  mixture  and  anodyne  *  pill  were  ordered 
to  be  continued. 

July  5th. — The  penis  had  been  erect,  without  the  smallest  in- 
«:urvation,  all  last  night,  and  was  this  morning  swollen  to  an  e- 
normous  size ;  the  glans  looked  as  if  on  the  point  of  bursting ; 
the  integuments  of  the  penis  and  scrotum  were  much  discolour- 
ed, with  erysipelatous  inflammation ;  and  the  urgency  to  expel 
the  urine  was  so  great,  and  attended  with  such  acute  pain  in 
the  hypogastric  r^ion  and  penis,  that  I  really  thought  the  man 
would  be  deprived  of  his  senses,  or  that  he  would  commit  sui- 
cide. 

The  abdominal  muscles  seemed  to  sympathize  with  the  propel- 
llnjj  action  of  the  bladder,  even  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  patient, 
»nd  tended  raateriatly  to  increase  his  suflerings ;  and  from  the 
frequent  expulsatory  efforts,  with  the  pain  and  weakness  he  com- 
plained of  in  the  situation  of  the  abdominal  rings,  (where  there 
were  evident  protuberances),  I  was  apprehensive  hemiae  would 
be  produced,  and  therefore  took  necessary  steps  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  such  a  calamitous  event. 

I  endeavoured  to  make  him  sensible  of  the  abdominal  muscles 
being  partly  voluntary  agents,  that  he  might  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent their  violent  synchronous  action  with  the  bladder;  but  this 
lie  could  not  now  do^  as  they  had  become  sympathetically  invo- 
luntiry. 

I'y  means  of  cold  applications,  and  pressure  with  my  hands> 
I  attempted  to  repel  the  blood  from  the  penis,  in  order  to  intro- 
duce a  b6ugie,  whilst  it  was  in  a  state  of  flaccidity  ;  this,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  achieved,  owing  to  the  extreme  pain  the  pres- 
sure produced.  I  was  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  using 
it  during  the  erected  state,  and  though  not  more  than  half  a 
pint  of  urine  was  evacuated,  the  pain  and  erection  immedkiteljr 
ceased. 


*  Extractuxn  oonii,  and  extractum  hyoscyama  were  tried  vrltliout  offtct }  ako  opxamr 


...  • 

ISIL  Mr  Langstftff'i  Cases  of  Ganarrhafd.  SS 

Aft^  withdrawiiig  the  bougie,  the  same  quantity  of  urine  was 
made,  under  umikr  circumstances,  in  the  evening.  The  mix* 
ture  and  pill  were  ordered  to  be  continued,  as  yesterdajr,  and  be 
was  requested  to  apply  cold  water  to  the  perinaeum  and  penis,  aS 
often  as  conveniency  would  permit 

July  6th. — ^Thonm  the  symptoms  wete  not  so  violent  as  yes* 
terday,  yet  he  eouB  not  evacuate  the  contents  of  his  bladder, 
without  the  assistande  of  a  bougie,  which  was  used  twice  this 
day ;  when  not  more  than  twelve  ounces  of  urhie  flowed  each 
time. 

July  7th. — During  last  night  the  patient  experienced  agonizing 
pain,  owing  to  the  violence  of  the  erection j  accompanied  with  lir^ 
fjsacy  to  make  water.  These  symptoms  were  this  morning  again 
relieved,  bv  the  introduction  of  a  bougie.  As  his  bowels  were 
rather  costive,  probably  from  the  opium,  a  mixture,  with  sulphas 
magnesise  cum  infus.  sennas  waa  prescribed,  and  the  following 
pilb. 

J^  Submuriatis  hvdfar^ri, 
Pulv.  opii  purrfl  ana  err.  xij. 
Conf.  quod  satis  ft.  puulfe  vj. 
Sum.  j.  nocte  maneque. 
This  eveninff,  about  half  an  hour  after  taking  the  first  pilf> 
he  was,  to  use  his  own  expression,  happily  surprised,  by  making, 
with  perfect  ease,  upwanis  of  a  pint  of  urine,  of  a  very  turbid 
colour.    He  slept  comfortably  all  the  night,  and  repeated  the  pilf 
in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  with  the  same  good  effect  as  yester* 
day. 

The  patient  seemed  confident  the  pleasant  change  in  the  na« 
ture  of  nis  complaint  was  ascribable  to  the  pills.  I  must,  bow- 
ever,  confess,  that  I  did  not  believe  it  likely  they  would  produce' 
so  sudden  a  relief;  and  was  more  induced  to  suppose,  that  the 
turbulent  symptoms  had  run  their  course,  and  were  begiofntng  to^ 
moderate. 

As  opium  without  calomel  did  hot  allay  the  violence  of  the 
symptoms,  I  was  induced  to  join  the  latter,  with  a  view  of  coun- 
teracting the  effect  of  it  on  tlie  bowels ;  and  having  given  similar 
pills,  with  the  most  decided  advantage  in  those  unpleasant  symp* 
toms  which  occasionally  come  on  about  the  latter  part  of  the 
inflammatory  stage  of  gonorrhoea  virulenta,  vis.  irritation  of  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  attended  with  constant  inclination  to  evacuate 
tfae  urine,  violent  pain  in  discharging  the  last  drops,  (owing  to  the 
spasmodic  action  of  the  muscuu  acceleratores  urins),  sense  of 
weight  about  the  perinieum  and  anus,  tenesmus,  &c.  &c.  I  was 
determined  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  in  the  present  case }  and  I 
feel  a  pleasure  in  stating,  that  they  exceeded  my  expectation,  as- 
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he  continued  to  take  them  until  the  14rth  of  Julyi  without  any 
turn  of  the  former  symptoms. 

As  the  evacuation  of  urine  was  now  performed  with  ease,  the- 
erection  and  the  inflammation  of  the  external  part  ofthe  penis  bact 
ceased,  and  no^ymptom  remained,  except  discharge  from  the  ure- 
thra, which  was  inconsiderable^  I  thought  it  advisable  to  discon- 
tinue the  pills,  lest  the  calomel  should  afiect  his  mouth  $  he,  how- 
ever, reluctantly  assented  to  this,  being  apprehensive  of  a  recur- 
rence of  his  former  sufferings. 

On  the  fifteenth,  scarcely  twenty  hours  from  the  time  he  dis- 
continued the  pills,  the  priapism,  with  retention  of  urine,  recur- 
red as  violent  as  ever,  and  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  trying  whe- 
ther the  calomel  and  opium  nad  produced  all  the  good  eQect  whiclv 
followed  the  first  exhibition. 

In  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  the  year  1776,  Vol. 
LXVI.  p.  578,  Dr  Hamilton,  of  King's  Lynn,  Norfolk,  has  re- 
hited  the  specific  effect  of  calomel  and  opium  in  suppression  or 
urine  from  strictures.  His  remarks  are  inserted  in  Mr  John  Hun- 
ter's valuable  work  on  the  venereal  disease,  Chap.  X.,  which  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  quoting. 

*'  Dr  Hamilton,  after  relating  a  ease  of  total  suppression  oF 
urine,  arising  from  stricture,  where  no  instrument  could  be  pass- 
ed by  the  natural  passage,  and  whore  a  punctiire  was  made  into 
the  bladder  from  the  rectum  with  success,  further  remarks,  tliat 
in  those  cases  of  suppression  of  urine,  in  general,  he  has  found 
calomel  and  opium  in  large  doses,  answer  better  than  any  tiling 
he  has  tried. 

*^  He  is  convinced,  from  repeated  trials,  that  the  specific  eili- 
cacy  is  in  the  cidomel,  as  large  doses  of  opium  alone  have  proved 
ineffectual,  but  he  does  not  say  that  calomel  alone  will  answer. 

'^  He  orders  ten  grains  of  calomel,  with  two  of  opium,  to  be 
repeated  in  six  hours,  if  it  has  not  answered  in  that  time ;  and 
he  says,  he  has  seldom  been  obliged  to  give  a  third  dose. " 

From  the  sudden  effect  produced  by  calomel  a^d  opium,  I 
should  be  induced  to  suppose  the  cases,  in  which  Dr  HamiUoa 
was  so  successful,  were  retention  of  urine  from  spasmodic  stric- 
tures in  the  urethra,  as  I  cannot  imagine  it  possible  for  permanent 
strictures  to  be  so  speedily  relieved,  f 

The  tinctura  fern  muriati  in  retention  of  urine  from  spasmodic 
strictures,  frequently  answers  our  most  sanguine  expectation ; 
but  I  did  not  think  the  present  case  a  proper  one  to  try  it  in. 


f  Permanent  strietufcs  may  be  aggravated  by  the  supervention  of  spasm  or  iiv 
flanunatory  iniUitton ;  and  tUete  may  receive  signal  relief  by  the  treatment  he  de- 
•cribei. 
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Blisters  to  the  perinfieum  and  sacrum,  I  have  frequently  appli* 
ed  in  irritation  of  the  bladder,  but  never  with  any  good  effect. 

But  to  return  to  the  treatment  of  the  case.  I  was  determined 
not  to  use  the  bougie  (though  I  was  almost  certain,  from  the  for* 
mcr  good  effects,  it  would  have  produced  a  temporary  relief  of 
the  symptoms)  until  I  had  tried  tne  effect  of  the  pills  fully. 

Two  grains  of  calomel,  with  the  same  quantity  of  opium, 
were  given,  and  ordered  to  be  repeated  every  hour  for  three 
hours,  unless  the  desired  effect  was  produced  sooner.  In  thd 
course  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  he  voided,  by  his  own  efforts^ 
about  ]  4  ounces  of  turbid  offensive  urine :  the  turgidity  of  the 
penis  and  its  superficial  vessels  soon  abated,  and  the  patient  was 
once  more  relieved. 

The  pills  were  continued  night  and  morning,  from  this  time 
(July  16th),  until  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  without  the  pa- 
tient suffering  the  slightest  return  of  any  of  die  symptoms  the 
pills  were  intended  to  prevent ;  and  as  his  gums  were  affected 
by  the  submuriate  of  mercury,  and  the  gonorrheal  symptoms 
had  all  vanished,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  discontinue  them. 

August  16th. — ITie  patient  called  to  inform  me  he  remained 
well,  but  could  not  leave  off  the  double  ti'uss,  owing  to  the  weak- 
ness the  abdominal  muscles  had  sustained  from  the  violent  efforts^ 
made  to  void  his  urine :  at  the  time  he  suffered  from  repeated  re« 
tention  of  it. 

On  examining  the  abdominal  rings,  they  were  found  more 
than  usually  open,  and  there  was  a  disposition  to  hernia  in  each 
side,  to  prevent  which  the  truss  was  ordered  to  be  worn. 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  confirm  my  opinion  of 
the  treatment  which  proved  so  successful  in  the  preceding  case, 
by  the  justly  respected  authority  of  Dr  James  Curry ;  to  whom 
I  am  much  obliged  for  the  ready  communication  of  the  follow- 
ing case. 

•*  In  1804.,  I  was  consulted  by  Mr  Robert  Pugh  of  Grace- 
Church  Street,  who  was  then  my  pupil,  respecting  a  young  man, 
a  sailor,  whom  he  had  under  his  care  for  gonorrhoea.  I  under- 
stood (for  I  did  not  see  the  patient)  that  the  ordinary  symptoms 
were  unusually  violent,  and  so  far  from  yielding  to  the  nsual  an- 
tiphlogistic plan,  had  considerably  increased.  But  besides  these, 
he  haa  been  attacked  with  fits  of  chordee,  accompanied  by  such 
excruciating  pain,  as  nearly  to  deprive  him  of  reason  during 
their  continuance, 

"  These  paroxysms  having  repeatedly  come  on  in  the  even- 
ing, pretty  nearly  about  the  snme  hour,  for  several  successive 
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times,  induced  Mr  Pugh  to  employ  the  Peruvian  bark|  in  con* 
siderable  doses,  but  witnout  any  rdief.- 

'<  l^inffs  were  in  this  state  when  my.opinion  was  asked ;  and* 
after  learning  what  had  been  done,  I  advised  that  two  hours  be* 
fore  the  time  of  the  evening  paroxysm,  two  grains  of  opium,  and 
four  or  five  of  calomel,  should  be  given ;.  that  the  bowels  should 
be  opened  next  morning  by.  castor  oU,  or  cathartic  extract  i  and 
afterwards  the  chinchona,  combined  with  soda  or  potass  should  be. 
continued  through  the  day  i  the  calomel  and  opium  to  be  given 
again  every  evenmg,,  in  the  same  manner,  as  long  as  they  might 
appear  necessary. 

**  A  few  days  after  thi»  (I  thinktbe  interval  was  between  Friday 
and  Tuesday),  I  was  gratified  by  hearing,  that  the  very  first  night 
the  patient  was  astonishingly,  relieved,  and  in  three  days  com«« 
pktdy  freed  from  everydistressinsr symptom.  I  am  sure  Mr  R» 
jPugh>will  readily  communicate  amlier  and  more  satisfactory  ac- 
count of  the  case^^  which  now-  becomes  additionally  valuable^  as. 
conferring  and  illustrating,  that  which  you  have  so  successfiilly 
treated,  and  tending  to  establish  a  principle,  against  which  the 
profession  cannot  much  longer  contmue  to  shut  their  eyes. " 
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Remarks  on  Sore  Nippies.    By  a  Correspondent;. 

A  MoNG  the  various  causes  of  suffering  to  child-bearing  women^ 
"^^  the  misery  of  suckling  with  sore  breasts  is  very  generally- 
complained  of  and  dreadca ;  and  this  at  a  time  when  so  effec* 
tual  a  remedy  has  been  discovered,  that  it  argues  something  like 
Ignorance  or  obstinacy  in  a  medical  attendant,  who  can  allow  a 
patient  to  continue  long  afBicted  with  so  painful  a  disorder. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  many  practitioners,  (especial^ 
in  provincial  townsV  who  are  strenuous  advooates  for  idl  mothers 
nursing  their  own  children,  Can  in  so  many  instances  s^  them  re- 
linquish the  office,  when  the  infant  is"  but  a  few  weeks  old,  on  ac* 
count  ofthe  excruciating  paiiiarisingfrom  sore  nipples.  Did'thcy 
but  constantly  have  recourse  to  the  false  nipple,  now  so  general- 
ly used  in  London,  and  so  easily  procured  in  evei^  part  of  the 
Gouittrj^t  almost  every  case  of  mere  excoriation  might  be  cured 
in  two  oi  three  days,  and  very  many  instances  of  f£scess  in  the 
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hreasts  would  be  prevented,  by  assisting  the  child  to  draw  off  the 
milk,  Which  in  a  few  hours  will  harden,  if  neglected,  and  occasion 
inflammation.  The  shield  and  teat  is  so  well  known  in  and  a« 
boat  London,  (where  it  is  constantly  used  at  the  Lying-in  Hos- 
pital), that  I  would  particularly  address  myself  to  country  prac-* 
titioners,  in  order  to  persuade  them  to  adopt  this  simple  and  easy 
method  of  averting  one  of  the  most  torturing  complaints  a  wo- 
man is  liable  to.  In  every  instance  where  I  have  known  the 
shield  tried,  it  has  been  introduced  by  some  sympathizing  female 
friend,  and  not  by  the  medical  attendant ;  and  yet  'I  never  hcar(l 
any  of  the  faculty  raise  any  valid  objection  to  the  use  6f  it.  It 
is  recommended  by  Dr  Clarke  and  by  Dr  Hamilton,  the  latter  of 
whom  only  seems  to  doubt  whether  ail  children  can  suck  through 
1L  1  would  by  no  means  assert  that  all  children  can  employ 
force  enough  to  create  a  vacuum  in  the  shield  without  some  litile 
difficulty,  nor  can  all  children  succeed  in  drawing  the  breast  $ 
but  it  is  remarkable,  that  there  are  instances  (some  of  which 
are  well  known  to  me)  of  puny  children  who  could  suck  with  the 
shield  when  they  could  not  without  it,  probably  from  the  mdther*s 
nipple  being  so  small  and  so  short,  as  not  to  be  retained  in  the 
infimt's  mouth  without  an  efibrt.  In  this  case  the  child  will  qttar^ 
rd  with  the  breast,  as  the  nurses  call  it,  till  the  exhausted  mo- 
ther is  rendered  feverish,  and  the  little  power  of  suction  which 
the  child  had  at  first,  is  quite  ^pent  iu  fruitless  endeavours  and 
in  crying.  Whenever  the  child  has  any  difficulty,  or  the  mo- 
ther any  pain,  relief  may  be  had  by  applying  the  shield :  why 
thenis  it  so  common  a  case  to  hear  oif  the  long- protracted  suflfer- 
iogs  of  a  mother  who  perseveres  in  nursing,  or  the  premature 
wcaninff  of  a  child  in  the  case  of  a  less  courageous  parent  ? 

I  sluul  subjoin  a  description  of  the  instrument,  with  some  di- 
rections fc^  preparing  and  preserving  tlie  teats.  The  silver 
shield  is  to  be  had  (price  12s.)  at  Savlgny's.  1  have  also  seen 
ivory  ones  neatly  turned  upon  the  same  model,  which  answered 
extremely  well^  these  might  be  made  by  any  ingenious  work- 
man, f  The  skin  is  tlte  teat  of  a  fresh  slain  heifer ;  it  should  be 
white  and  delicate,  or  the  child  may  reject  it ;  the  inside  piust  be 
carefully  scooped  6ut,  so  as  to  leave  the  teat  about  the  thickness 
of  Morocco  leather,  if  the  operator  should  unfortunately  make 
the  smallest  puncture  in  Uie  sides  of  the  skin,  of  cuurse  it  would 
not  act,  and  must  be  thrown  away.  After  being  well  washed  in 
cold  water,  tlie  teats  must  be  kept  in  spirits,  till  an  hour  or  two 
i)erore  using,  when  they  must  again  be  laid  into  cold  watcr,^o 


f  Tlic  instrument  called  Mrs  Reffes  nucHina-nmstant^  odcn  fails  because  theJp 
•  ory  Jiield  is  not  tiirn«tl  after  the  model  of  tbc  silver  one. 
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take  away  all  taste  of  spirits ;  the  teat  roust  then  be  wiped  dry, 
and  sewn  closely  and  firmly  at  the  edge  to  the  row  of  holes  made 
in  the  shield,  atler  which  it  need  not  oe  unsewn,  till  it  is  become 
bad  from  use,  and  must  be  exchanged  for  a  fresh  one.  But  in 
the  mean  time,  great  attention  must  be  paid  to  wash  the  whole 
thoroughly  after  buckling,  and  to  keep  it  constantly  in  cold  wa- 
ter ;  or  if  the  weather  be  hot,  in  spirits  and  water,  rinsing  it  well 
in  the  latter  case,  before  using.  The  teat  should  project  some- 
what longer  than  the  silver  snield,  or  it  will  not  yield  to  the 
child's  mouth. — I  am  yours,  &c.  Nuthix. 

Tavistock 9  DHvn^  November  5t/if  1810.  . 


X. 


jln  Additional  Account  of  the  LitJiontrijytic  Poxver  of  the  Muriatic 
Acidt  xoith  the  Analysis  of  the  Calculous  Matter  disc/iargedf  in 
one  casCf  during  its  use ;  also  an  Account  of  the  Lithontriptic 
jHTwer  of  the  Nitrous  Acidy  with  the  Analysis  of  the  Calculous 
Matter  discharged  in  a  case  during  its  employment.  By  Peter 
Copland,  Surgeon,  Little  Bytham. 

Per  varios  casus  artem  experientia  fecit, 

Exemplo  nionstrante  viam.  Manilius. 

''P*iiE  instance  which  drew  my  atl'^ntion  to  the  lithontriptJc 
-^  power  of  the  muriatic  acid,  with  the  first  four  cases  in 
^vhich  it  was  successfully  employed,  is  rrcorded  in  the  fifth  vo- 
lume of  the  Memoirs  oi  the  Medical  Socitty  of  London;  and. 
in  the  succeeding  volume  of  the  same  publication,  a  summary  ol 
seventeen  additional  cases  is  inserted.  The  subject,  apparently, 
havinsf  vet  attracted  little  notice,  the  author  has  much  saiisfac- 
lion  in  oflering  the  following  additional  evidence,  of  the  possi- 
bility of  dissolving  calculous  concretions  in  the  urinary  organs^ 
10  die  consideration  of  medical  practitioners. 

June  14th,  1799. — PvICHard  Goiokth,  of  Rwnjficld,  aged 
twenty-five,  was  attacked,  a  few  days  prccedir^g,  with  a  severe 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  and  a  constant  desire  to  make 
viater,  which  was  voided  in  smaiJ  quantities,  with  much  pnin.     I  Ic 
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.vas  fikowise  harassed  with  a  (ireqnent  iir^rlnpf  to  po  to  fttool. 
These  symptoms  hod  succeeded  a  pain  in  the  ioinsi  of  long  stand- 

Thirty  drops  of  the  muriatic  acid  were  tiken  in  water,  three 
limes  a  day,  and  he  was  directed  to  collect  daily,  in  one  vessel,  ' 
oil  the  urine  which  conid  be  obtained  in  twenty- four  hours. 
The  clear  urine  was  then  ponred  off,  and  tlie  sediment  collected 
^ipoD  a  paper  filter.  The  acid  was  gradually  increased  to  fifty 
drops,  and  continued  till  two  ounces  were  taken,  when  the  com- 
plaint was  removed.  One  hundred  and  four  grains  of  a  buff- 
coloured  sediment,  in  an  impalpable  powder^  were  coUcctcd  from 
the  filter. 

Analysis. — To  one  hundred  grains  of  this  sediment,  a  solution 
of  pure  potass,  in  distilled  water,  was  prnduully  ndded,  e.nd  tho 
vessel  shaken  till  the  solution  was  completed,  and  it  had  an  alka- 
line taste.  On  appl}ing  a  gentle  heat,  a  strong  smell  of  ammonia 
was  pfflrceived.  The  filtered  solution  was  pjocipit  ited  with  mu- 
riatic acid  ;  and  the  preciititate,  when  washed  and  dried,  was  of  a 
yellowish  colour,  and  dissolved  in  nitric  acid,  with  the  produc- 
tion of  red  fumesi  and  the  evolution  of  caloric.  A  few  drop^ 
of  this  solution,  evaporated  from  glass,  led  a  pinic  residuum,  e- 
vincing  the  preeipitate  from  potass  to  be  uric  acid. 

The  residuum  after  potass  was  added  to  dilute  aeetie  acid, 
which  produced  a  slow  effervescence.  The  filtered  solution, 
with  carbonate  of  potash,  Cfavc  a  white  precipitate,  which,  when 
saturated  with  sulphuric  add,  waa  insoluble  in  sixty  times  its 
weight  of  water,  assisted  by  heat,  proving  the  substance  dissolved 
in  dilute  acetic  Qcid,  to  be  carbonate  of  Mme. 

With  the  residuum  after  dilute  acetic  scid,  muriatic  acid 
produced  no  effervescence ;  but  on  adding  a  solution  of  pure  am* 
monia  to  part  of  the  filtered  acid,  a  white  precipitation  took  place, 
and  the  other  part,  on  the  addition  of  sulphuric  acid,  gave  also  u 
white  precipitate,  indicating  tlie  substance  soluble  in  muriatic 
^d  to  be  pliosphate  of  iiUie. 
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Thft  loss  consisted  of  wooDen  fibres,  which,  in  the  ooBecdng, 
had  fallen  iQtp  the  vessel  (containing  the  i^rine,  and  had  subside 
with  the  calculous  matter. 

The  subject  of  the  above  case  having  lived  about  eleven  vears 
after,  without  any  return  of  the  disease,  was  frequently  referred 
to,  for  the  satisfaction  of  others  labouring  under  the  same  com* 
plaint ;  and,  in  every  case  that  afterwaros  occurred,  till  the  8th 
0f  June  1804,  the  muriatic  acid  gave  equal  satis&ction. 

At  that  date,  a  man,  upwards  of  seventy  years  old,  who  for 
many  vears  had  been  dbtressed  with  the  symptoms  of  lithiasis, 
Ji^d  takpn  five  ounces  of  the  muriatic  aciu  without  any  relief. 
Happening,  at  length,  to  void  a  small  stone,  which  exhibited  no 
wpearance  of  decomposition,  it  was  placed  in  sulphuric  acid. 
This  acid  acted  feebly  upon  it;  but  on  placing  it,  after  washing, 
in  nitrous  acid,  a  rapid  solution  took  place. 

Forty  drops  of  the  diluted  nitrous  acid,  of  the  pharmacopceia 
of  that  time,  were,  therefore,  taken  in  water  four  times  a  day. 
Soon  after  this,  a  discharge  of  a  light  brown  powder  took  place 
with  his  urinei  giving  sudi  relief,  a&  to  induce  him  to  continue 
the  medicine  occasionally,  until  the  7tfa  of  June  1805,  during 
which  time  he  took  two  pints  of  the  diluted  acid.  As  he  lived 
at  a  distance,  I  heard  no  more  of  him  till  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened a  considerable  time  afterwards. 

Nov.  12th,  1805. — I  was  sent  for  to  Simon  Kelly,  of  Colster- 
wortb,  aged  twenty-nine.  He  informed  roe  that,  from  the  age 
of  nine  years,  he  bad  been  troubled  occasionally  with  a  pain  in 
his  loins,  which,  after  strong  exercise,  was  sometimes  accompa^ 
iiied  with  bloody  urine,  and  a  difficulty  in  making  water.  At 
this  time,  he  coA)plained  of  a  dull  pain,  with  a  sense  of  weight 
in  the  region  jof  the  bladder,  and  a  constant  desire  to  make  wa- 
ter, which  was  voided  in  small  quantities,  with  great  pain. 

Forty  drops  of  the  diluted  nitrous  acid  were  directed  to  be 
taken  in  water  every  two  hours,  till  a  sediment  appeared  in  his 
urine,  and  afterwards  qontinuod  four  times  a- day,  while  neces- 
^ary.  A  sediment  soon  appeared,  and  by  persevering  with  the 
in(H.licine  to  the  20th  of  April  1806,  six  hundred  grains  of  a  light 
brick' coloured  powder  were  collected  ;  in  which,  towards  the 
conclusion,  a  feW  fragments  of  calculus  were  found  partially  de- 
composed. Twenty-seven  ounces  of  the  diluted  acid  were  used. 
He  has  had  a  return  of  the  complaint ;  biit  on  taking  the  acid 
again,  a  sediment  appeared  in  his  urine,  with  some  small  frag- 
ments, whjch  relieved  him  as  before.  One  hundred  grains  of 
the  sediment,  collected  from  this  person,  and  submitted  to  the 
i^nalysis  described,  gave  the  following  result. 
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Since  the  discovery  of  the  superior  lithontriptic  power  of  the 
nitrous  acid,  it  has  been  employed  in  several  cases  of  lithiasis ; 
and  in  no  instance  hath  it  failed  to  procure  a  discharge  of  sedi- 
ment with  the  urine;  and,  where  it  hath  been  duly  persevered 
Id,  a  consequent  removal  of  the  symptoms.  It  is  necessary  to 
add  here,  what  would  have  been  tiresome  repetition  in  the  cases, 
that,  in  every  instance  where  pain  required  it,  a  sufficient  quan* 
tity  of  opium  was  given,  and  repeated  as  often  as  it  was  necessa* 
ry ;  and  that  costiveness  was  prevented  by  mild  laxatives.  The 
oppression  of  the  stomach,  wnich  sometimes  occurred  from  the 
frequent  doses  of  the  acid,  was  relieved  by  taking  any  convent* 
eot  spirit,  properly  dilutol  with  water.  To  prevent  the  teeth 
from  oeing  affectea  by  the  acid,  the  doses  were  mostly  sucked 
through  a  large  goose-quill,  and  the  mouth  was  immediately  rin* 
scd  with  water. 

J^iille^Byikamf  near  Stamford^  ^ 

Lincolmhire^  Noo.tU^  1810.3 


XI. 

An  Account  of  the  Larva  of  two  Species  of  Insects  dischargedjrom 
the  Human  Body.  By  T.  Bateman,  M.  D.  F.  L.  S.  &c.  {with 
an  Engraving). 

Tu£  cases  which  I  have  to  relate,  do  not  possess  any  practical 
importance;  and  the  only  degree  of  interest,  that  may  be  at- 
tached to  them,  must  be  derived  from  the  uncertainty  of  medical 
records  on  the  subject  in  question.  This  uncertainty  ipduces  me 
to  bring  them  forward.  For  whether  we  consider,  on  the  one 
hand,  Uie  difficulty  of  accounting  for  the  origin  of  many  of  those 
animals,  which  make  their  nidti^  in  the  human  body;  or  the  va- 
f iety  of  indistinct  and  fabulous  histories  pf  such  apimals}  wl^ich 
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have  been  detailed  on  the  other ;  cvciy  instance  of  the  existence 
of  those  which  are  not  usually  found  there,  but  the  species  of 
which  can  be  ascertained,  and  therefore,  the  probable  origin 
pointed  out,  seems  to  be  worthy  of  being  recorded. 

Besides  the  varieties  of  tlie  taenia,  the  Inmbricus,  and  the  as* 
caris,  which  are  the  most  common  inhabitants  of  the  alimentary 
canal  in  man,  a  considerable  number  of  living  creatures,  roost 
frequently  those  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  insects,  have  been  de- 
scribed by  medical  writers,  as  occasionally  making  their  abode  in 
different  parts  of  the  human  body.  The  writers  of  the  sixteenth 
and  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  centuries,  indeed,  have  related 
instances  of  the  discharge  of  various  animak,  as  well  as  insects, 
from  the  body ;  such  as  frogs,  lizards,  serpents,  &c.  whicli  may 
lio  found  on  consulting  the  collections  of  Schenkius,  Marcellus 
Donatus,  Borelli,  and  others ;  and  the  microscopic  philosophers 
not  only  peopled  every  organ  of  the  body,  even  the  blood-vessels 
themselves,  with  worms  and  animalcula,  •  but  believed  that  all 
contagion  consisted  of  the  same  beings,  which,  according  to  the 
varieties  of  their  nature,  communicated  scabies,  and  syphilis, 
small- pox,  dysentery,  the  plague,  and  every  infectious  distem- 
per, f  But  even  after  the  experiments  of  Redi  had  elucidated 
the  physiology  of  the  insect  tribes,  and  the  observations  of  Valiis- 
xieri,  and  others,  had  proved  the  fallacy  and  absurdity  of  many  of 
the  tales,  just  alluded  to,  a  sufficient  degree  of  ignorance  or  inat- 
tention stiJl  prevailed  among  medical  observers,  to  leave  us  in  the 
dark,  respecting  the  nature  and  origin  of  most  of  the  living  beings, 
generated  or  nurtured  in  the  body ;  so  that  every  production  of 
this  kind  is  still  considered  as  a  sort  of  anomaly ;  and  the  various 
facts  remain  too  indefinite,  or  too  imperfectly  discriminated,  to 
admit  of  any  practical  an-angcmcnt.  There  is  reason  to  believe, 
however,  that  the  species  oi  insects,  about  to  be  described,  are 
not  very  uncommon  parasites  of  the  human  frame. 

For  an  account  of  the  first  species,  I  am  indebted  to  my  friend 
Mr  Oswald  Allan,  of  York,  who  favoured  me  with  a  specimen, 
and  wnth  his  notes  of  the  first  case,  which  I  shall  mention.  Hie 
symptoms  of  these  cases,  however,  are  not  so  much  the  object  of 
this  paper,  as  the  appearance  of  the  insects ;  especially  as  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  irritation  and  pain  seems  to  have  been  com- 
mon to  tliem  all,  and  as  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  how  much 
of  the  distress  was  attributable  to  the  presence  of  the  insects, 
and  how  much  to  other  sources,  where  other  disease  existed. 

*  Sec  the  learned  dissertations  of  Dan.  Lc  Clerc,  entitled  liist  J^ator.  Lumbric 
p.  274,  ct  seq, 

f  See  Amcenit.  Academ.  Vol  V.  Diss.  82* 
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The  first  case  was  that  of  a  joung  woman,  aged  2  !•,  of  an  cm»* 
ciated  frame,  and  sallow  complexion,  who  had  been  gickly  from 
the  nintli  year  of  her  age,  and  had  ^c^iprcially  suffered  several  at^ 
tacks  of  acute  rheumatism.     For  three  months,  she  had  been  af- 
fected with  severe  griping  pains  in  the  abdomen,  attacking  her 
suddenly  about  the  umbilicus,  which  were  accompanied  with 
sickness,  and  were  generally  relieved  by  an  evacuation  by  stool, 
sometimes  by  a  discharge  of  flatus  from  die  stomach.     Thesa 
pains  were  usually  worse  in  the  night,  auid  were  much  aggravat- 
ed by  the  impulse  of  cold  air  on  a:)y  part  of  the  body,  and  by 
inoving  herself  in  bed-     After  an  extraordinary  attack  of  the 
pain  in  die  belly,  she  passed  by  tlie  an(i«?  a  worm  or  grub,  after 
which  the  pain  was  immediately  roiirvcd,  aud  she  continued  easy 
during  the  remainder  of  the  ^ny*     'i'lie  pniiis,  however,  returned 
as  usual ;  and  after  the  lap<:o  of  a  inoDth^  s!ie  quitted  another 
worm  of  the  same  form  pcj-  (vmir^  suflVrin^^  the  same  exacerba- 
tion and  speedy  relief  ol'  ti)o  abdo.iiinal  pain.     A  considerable 
time  after  this  occurrence,  tho  j^.'.licnt  died  in  a  very  emaciated 
condiuon. 

Drscripfion  of  the  Insect $» 

These  insects  were  preserved  alive  by  Mr  Allen,  in  a  phial 
containing  only  air,  the  one  living  about  a  month,  the  other  up«> 
wards  of  a  fortnight.  They  possessed  extreme  agiJify,  especially 
in  the  evening,  and  moved  as  quickly  in  a  retrograde  as  in  the 
contrary  direction.  They  were  about  1^  inch  m  length,  (see  Fig. 
J.)  and  equal  to  a  large  crow  qitill  in  circumference:  the  body 
being  divided  into  thirteen  sections,  the  third  of  which  from  tho 
head  was  smaller  than  the  rcs.t.  The  head  contained  two  eyes^ 
and  two  short  antennae  or  palpi ;  and  they  had  six  feet  attached 
to  the  three  first  sections  oi  the  body.  In  a  word,  they  were 
obviously  the  grub  or  caterpillar  of  a  winged  insect,  and  that  of 
the  colcopivrftus  order :  and  I  have  the  authority  of  that  able  na- 
turalist, Dr  Shaw,  for  considering  them  as  the  larva:  of  the  com- 
mon black  beetle,  the  Tenebrio  molitor  of  Linnaeus.  *  This  lartia, 
it  may  be  observed,  is  well  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  meat* 
H'Oi'mj  and  was  so  denominated  in  the  time  of  MoufTet,  f  who 


*  Sptema  Na):urie,  Class,  Coleoptcra. 

f  Insortonim  Theatrum,  Lond.  16  >1.  Lib.  11.  Cnp.  20,  p.  254.  ••  Farina- 
rios  Angli  mente-wormes  appellant,  teredini  simile^,  scpttJcs.  capita  parvo  et 
•tpadicco,  corpore  annuloso,  et  pro  I'arin.T  diversitaic  varip  colore;  proba  enim  et 
albissima  farinn,  albos  generat ;  vetiistior  Haves;  macra  et  furfiiribus  ifnn»ixta 
ettam  fuscoa.  "— LInnieus  obsencs,  tliat  this  larva  is  the  favourite  food  of  caj^cd 
nij;hUngd!cs. 
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has  given  a  rude  figure  of  it.  It  has  this  name  from  living  prin- 
cipally in  meal  or  flour,  which  constituting  one  of  our  pnncipal 
articles  of  food,  under  various  modes  of  preparation,  it  is  easy 
to  account  for  the  conveyance  of  the  insect  into  the  alimenta* 
ry  canal,  either  in  the  state  ofooum^  or  soon  after  it  was  hat<:h* 
ed. 

It  is  probable  that  this  species  of  tarva  is  not  one  of  the  most 
rare  of  the  insects  which  occasionally  infest  the  human  body. 
Another  specimen  of  the  same  larva  was  voided  by  a  patient  of 
the  same  gentleman,  about  three  years  after  he  nad  seen  the 
first.  This  was  said  to  have  been  discharged  from  the  nose.  It 
IS  obviously  of  the  same  species  with  the  other,  which  is  rq^re* 
^nted  in  the  drawintr,  and  several  apparent  examples  of  it  are  on 
record.  Forestus  a^rms,  that  he  witnessed  the  rejection  of  two 
scarabai  from  the  stomach  of  a  girl,  one  at  the  interval  of  two 
days  from  the  other ;  and  the  same  patient  likewise  vomited  a 
living  worm  or  er-ucOy  which  was  probably  a  larva  of  the  same  in- 
sect. *  He  also  mentions  the  ejection  of  a  species  of  caterpillar, 
•*  vermem  erucae  similem,  '*  by  vomiting,  wnich  was. communi- 
cated to  him  by  a  physician ;  after  this  vomiting,  a severepain  of 
the  stomach,  of  long  standing,  was  completely  removed.  Tulpias 
has  figured  an  emca^  which  accords  with  the  specimen  here  de- 
livered, two  of  which,  he  says^  were  passed  from  the  bladder  by 
a  woman  of  fifty  years  of  age,  f  and  a  similar  one  firom  the  nose 
•ef  another,  who  nad  previously  sufiered  severe  headach.  % 

It  may  be  here  remarked,  that  the  presence  of  insects,  in  the 
atate  of  larvae,  in  the  nose  and  the  adjoming  simises,  is  not  a  very 
uncommon  occurrence.  The  ova  are  introduced  into  these  paria 
either  by  the  parent  insect,  or  by  the  actof  inhaling  certain  odo- 
rous matters,  with  which  they  may  be  mixed.  For  several  spe- 
cies of  the  ceslrus,  or  bott,  the  nostrils  of  sheep  and  other  animals 
appear  to  be  the  situations  in  which  nature  ordained  them  to  be 
nurtured :  and,  that  insects  of  this  species  sometimes  find  a  nidus 
in  the  nasal  passages  of  the  human  subject,  is  proved  by  a  case 
irelated  by  Dr  Heysham,  of  Carlisle,  in  which  three  botts  were 
discharged  from  the  antrum  of  Highmore,  after  that  cavity  had 
been  perforated  by  a  trocar.  $    In  tropical  climates,  as  we  learn 


*  Vidimus  et  nos  puellam  Briellensem  snno  15€8,  duos  scarabaMis  vomitu  reje* 
cisse»  un«  per  ^duos  dies  superveniente ;  sed  et  animalculum  virum  rejecit,  instar 
vermis  panri,  longitudine  dimidii  digiti,  in  capite  doo  coniua  babens,  ad  ruf«dinem 
Icndens.  **     Forcsti  Opera,  IJb.  xxt,  Obs.  25.  SchoL 

f  Tulpu  Obserr.  Med.  Lib.  II.  Cap.  51.  Tab.  vii.  fig.  3. 

I   Loc.  citat  Lib.  IV.  Cap.  12. 

S  Medical  Communicatious,   Vol.  I.  Art.  xxx.      Tliese  \91sat  arc  figured  ia 
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from  Dr  Lempriere,  the  maggots  or  larva  of  the  krg^lue  flv, 
which  are  constantly  buzzing  about  the  sick^  are  generalu  in  the 
nose,  mouth,  and  gums,  in  the  last  stages  of  fever,,  when  the  pa- 
tients sleep  or  dose  with  their  mouths  open,  the  nurses  finding 
great  difficulty  in  preventing  the  deposition  of  the  cut  in  those 

Earts.  He  mentions  one  instance  in  the  lady  of  an  officer,  who 
ad  escaped  from  the  attack  of  fever,  but  in  whom  **  these  mag- 
gots were  produced,  which  burrowed  and  Found  their  way  by  the 
nose  through  the  os  €ribriforme^  into  the  cavity  of  the  cranium^ 
and  afterwards  into  the  brain  itself,  to  which  she  owed  her 
death* "  *  That  the  ova,  thus  deposited,  or  the  farue  when  hatch- 
ed, should  be  occasionally  swallowed,  and  be  nurtured  in  the 
stomach  or  bowels,  is  a  probability  which  we  should  readily  an- 
ticiratew 

The  second  species  of  insect,  of  which  I  am  in  possession  of 
three  specimens  from  two  difierent  sources,  appears  to  be  a  more 
frequent  inhabitant  of  the  human  body  than  the  meal-worm. 
The  first  which  I  received,  was  rejected  from  the  stomach  of  a 
labouring  man,  at  Norwich,  and  was  sent  to  me  by  my  friend 
Dr  Re^e  of  that  city.  He  informed  me,  that  the  patient  had 
suffered  considerable  pain  in  the  stomach  for  some  time,  whea 
he  suddenly  brought  up  a  number  of  these  larva  by  a  slight  vo- 
miting, accompanied  with  a  tickling  in  the  throat,  and  a  little 
cougo,  after  which  he  was  greatly  relieved.  They  were  alive 
and  moving  for  sometime  after  they  were  discharged.  These 
larva  (see  plate,  fig.  2.)  are  from  three  to  upwards  of  four 
lines  in  length ;  somewhat  spindle-shaped,  but  tapering  more  tOr- 
vards  the  head  than  at  the  other  extremity ;  and  of  a  yellowish 
-white  colour.  To  the  naked  eye,  they  appear  to  be  beset  with 
short  feet  along  each  side :  but,  when  magnified,  (see  fig.  S.) 
these  projections  are  found  to  be  branched  or  featherecl,  and  are 
the  bronchia  which  belong  to  aquatic  larvae.  The  head  is  fur- 
nished with  eyes  and  antaina. 

At  the  first  view,  the  analogy  of  the  bott,  or  larva  of  the  csstrus^ 
whose  nidus  is  the  nostrils,  stomach,  rectum^  &c.  of  the  horse 
and  other  quadrupeds,  suggested  the  notion  that  these  might  be 
examples  of  the  ctstris  homini^  the  existence  of  which  is  ques- 
tioned by  Mr  Bracy  Clarke,  f    A  more  t  accurate  examination^ 


Flatc  I.  fig.  2  and  3,  in  tbe  same  Tolutne.  An  intolffrablc  hemicrania  was  occa- 
sion bj  Uieir  presence,  and  ultimately  proved  fataL 

*  Lcmpriere,  ObservationB  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Army  la  Jamaica,  VoL  XX. 
IP.18S. 

f  See  an  excellent  paper  on  the  sulject  of  6off«  by  this  author,  in  tbe  linnean 
TVaitticiiona,  VoL  III.  where  tba  difierent  species  are  delineated  :—4ee  also  Pf 
Bms^s  Cyclopaedia,  Art  Botu 
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however,  corrected  that  notion  ;  they  proved  the  larvae  of  the  fly 
{musca).  III  the  opinion  of  the  excellent  naturalist,  already  men- 
tioned, they  are  the  larvae  of  that  VKXioXy  of  Xhe  common  house  Jly^ 
which  is  denominated  mtisca  domcstica  minor  by  the  Swedish  en- 
tomologist, De  Geer,  who  has  figured  both  the  lar^'ae  and  the 
fly ;  *  and  the  smaller  bog- house  Jit/  of  Swammerdam,  who  hath 
likewise  given  figures  of  both,  f  The  lan'ae  of  this  variety  of 
the  fly  inhabit  moist  and  wet  places,  or  live  altogether  in  water : 
their  intraduction  into  the  human  body  may,  therefore,  be  easily 
explained. 

The  other  specimens  of  the  same  larva  were  taken  from  a 
phial,  containing  about  a  dozen,  which  F  received  tlirough  the 
favour  of  Dr  Babington.  These  were  found  intermixed  with  the 
alvine  discharge  of  a  patient,  under  the  care  of  Mr  Norris,  sur- 
geon to  the  Charter-house,  and  were  believed  by  the  patient  to 
have  been  evacuated  from  his  bowels :  Mr  Norris,  however,  is 
doubtful,  whether  they  may  not  have  been  generated  in  the  water- 
closet  used  by  the  patient.  This  suggestion  is  tar  from  being 
improbable*  Vallisneri  long  ago  pointed  out  two  sources  of 
mistake,  from  which  many  of  tlie  alleged  instances  of  the  discharge 
.of  insects  and  other  living  creatures  from  the  bladder  and  intes- 
tines might  have  had  their  origin ;  namely,  these  insects,  &c. 
might  have  fallen  or  crept  into  the  utensils,  and  thus  be  after- 
wards found  in  the  urine  or  feces ;  and  2dly,  inanimate  matters, 
bearing  some  resemblance  to  worms,  such  as  polypi  of  the  heart. 
Sec.  may  have  been  supposed  to  be  animals.  :|:  This  point  is 
farther  confirmed  by  a  circumstance,  related  to  me  by  my  much 
respected  colleague,  Mr  John  Pearson.  A  lady  was  in  great 
alarm,  from  the  oelief  that  she  frequently  passed  by  stool  several 
little  red  worms,  which  were  extremely  lively  in  their  motions. 
Upon  accurate  examination,  however,  his  suggestion,  that  these 
worms  were  inhabitants  of  the  water-closet,  was  confirmed  ;  for 
they  proved  to  be  the  larvae  of  the  common  gnat ^  which  are  aqua- 
tic, and  to  be  pre-existing  in  the  water. 

The  records  of  medicine,  however,  afford  us  reason  to  believe, 
that  the  larvae  of  some  of  the  varieties  of  the  common  fly  are  not 
imfrequently  inmates  of  the  human  body,  unless  the  mistakes, 
just  alluded  to,  are  supposed  to  have  been  committed  very  gene- 
rally*    Ruysch  $  has  described  and  delineated  both  the  larvae. 


f  Histoire  dcs  Inscctes,  Tom.  V.  Tab.  ii.  fig.  4. 

t  Bibk  Natur»,  Tab.  xxxvlii,  Fig.  3.-6. 

%   Vallisneri  delL*  Origine  di  Vcnni,  p.  3u.<-Also  Le  Clcx«,  loo.  cit.  p.  874. 

J  Thos»UT.  Anatom.  I.  p.  54. 
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and  the  flies  which  originated  from  them,  after  they  were  dis- 
charged by  urine  by  a  nobleman  in  considerable  numbers.  Tul- 
pius  *  has  mentioned  a  similar  case,  and  has  figured  the  larva!, 
which  closely  resemble  those  in  my  possession.  It  must  be  ac^ 
knowledged,  however,  that  the  blaJder  is  the  least  probable  nidus 
for  the  larve  of  winged  insects ;  altliough  the  occasional  occur- 
rence  of  some  species  of  vermes  in  that  viscus  is  established,  I 
apprehend,  without  referring  to  the  marvellous  collections  of 
Johannes  Sdienkius.  An  instance  of  a  long  worm,  which  be- 
came entangled  in  the  openings  of  a  catlieter,  and  was  thus 
drawn  fnmi  the  bladder,  was  lately  mentioned  to  me  by  a  most 
accurate  observer,  Mr  Lawrence.  #» 

Several  examples  of  the  larvae  of  the  fly  being  discharged  from 
the  alimentary  canal  are  on  record.  Dr  Wahlbom,  of  Upsal, 
has  related  the  case  of  a  girl,  who,  after  suflering  considerable 
pain  in  the  stomach  and  left  side,  discharged  by  stool  a  number 
of  larva;  on  several  successive  days,  after  which  she  was  relieved 
f2:oai  the  complaint.  One  of  these  larvae,  while  it  was  kept  in  a 
phiai,  was  converted  into  a  fly,  which  proved  to  be  the  musca  ni^ 
^ra  df  Linnaeus,  f  (Faun.  Suec.  1 105.)  Dr  Wahlbom  also  states* 
that  **  a  few  years  ago  there  was  a  girl  in  Upsal,  from  whom  a 
large  quantity  of  worms  were  brought  mvay,  and  these  were^yZ^ 
vx)rms,  N.  Fauna  Suec.  1064 ;  for  an  account  of  which  he  re- 
fers to  Dr  Du  Bois's  Treatise  dc  Taenia. 

I  forbear  to  quote  a  number  of  instances,  which  stand  upon 
the  very  questionable  authority  of  Borelli,  Marcellus  Donatus, 
Hercules  Saxonia,  Schenck,  and  others,  whose  credulity  is  at 
least  equal  to  their  learning  and  industry.  It  may  be  concluded, 
however,  I  appreliend,  that  the  meal  worm,  or  larva  of  the  com- 
mon black-beetle,  and  the  larvae  of  those  varieties  of  the  fly> 
which  are  aquatic  in  that  state  of  their  existence,  are  occasional- 
ly inmates  of  tlie  human  body.  The  cases  just  quoted  respect- 
ing the  latter,  accord  with  each  other,  and  with  the  two  related 
above,  in  the  circumstance  that  tlic  larva?  occurred  in  consider- 
abk  numbers  at  the  same  time. 

Might  not  the  internal  exhibition  of  the  oil  of  turpentine  be 
resorted  to  with  some  probability  of  success  in  such  cases  ?  Ex- 
perience has  now  determined  the  eflicacy  of  this  medicine  in  the 


•  Loc  ciL  lib.  II.  cap.  50.~-Tab.  II.  fig.  2. 

f  See  Med.  Chirurg.  and  Anatomical  Cases  and  Experiments,  communicated  to 
tbe  R0fal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  StockhoUui  tngislated  from  the  Swedish.  175T. 
Case  XXIV. 
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destruction  of  the  tape-worm ;  *  it  has  been  used  with  success  by 
glyster  in  the  case  of  ascarides ;  f  and  Dr  Lempriere  fbund  it 
serviceable  when  injected  into  the  passages  infested  by  maggots. 

iNoU  fy  tie  Editors^] 
We  have  good  grounds  for  believingy  notwithstanding  the  dif- 
ficulties and  doubts  which  still  obscure  the  subject,  that  Uie  larvie 
of  certain  insects  may  exist  in  the  human  intestines,  and  that  they 
have  in  many  instances  been  voided  by  stool.  We  have  found  in 
our  portfolio  some  examples  of  this,  furnished  by  our  corres- 
pondents ;  and  amonflst  other  drawings  of  such  grubs  sent  by  Dr 
Cheyne,  now  of  Duluin,  and  Dr  Keilie  of  Leitti,  those  sent  by 
Dr  Cheyne,  No.  4 — 7,  which,  from  a  comparison  with  fig. 
24th,  phite  3d,  of  Joerden's  great  work  on  the  insects  infesting 
the  human  body,  seem  to  be  the  larvss  of  the  Musca  camaria  or 
fiesh-fly,  much  resemble  fiff.  Sd  and  2d  of  Dr  Bateman's  speci- 
mens; and  that  furnished  by  Dr  Keilie,  No.  S,  seems  identical, 
with  fig.  1st.    This  coincidence  is  remarkable  and  satisfiictory. 


XII. 

Case  tf  Fungus  Hamaiodes.  By  John  Renrt  Wishart,  Fd- 
low  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  one  of  the  Sur- 
geons to  the  Public  Dispensary  of  Edinburgh. 

JAMES  Mason,  a  child  about  three  years  old,  was  brought  to 
the  Dispensary  on  the  7th  August  1810,  on  account  of  a  tu- 
mor, as  large  as  the  fist,  situated  on  the  right  side  of  the  head, 
surrounding  the  ear,  and  extending  from  the  zygomatic  process 
downwards  on  the  anterior  side  ot  the  neck.  This  tumor  was 
soft  and  inelastic;  the  internments  covering  the  part  anterior 
to  the  external  ear,  were  of  a  whiter  colour  than  naturid,  but 
immediatelv  behind  the  under  part  of  the  ear  they  had  ulcerated, 
and  a  small  iungus  was  observed  to  protrudci  dischai^ing  a  thin 
very  fetid  sanies,  frequently  mixed  with  blood,  and  occasionally 
a  slight  hemorrhage  occurred.  The  cartilaginous  part  of  the 
ear  was  situated  on  the  most  prominent  part  of  the  tumor,  being 
separated  about  an  inch  and  a  half  from  the  cranium ;  a  brown- 


« 

*  See  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jounud,  for  April  and  July,  ISia 
f  See  Trans,  of  the  Med.  SocieCj  of  London,  Vol  L^l.  laiO. 
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L<h  substance  protruded  from  the  meatus  extemnsi  resembling 
in  colour  the  surface  of  the  ulcerated  part. 

The  child  appeared  lively,  and  none  of  his  senses  were  aflect* 
ed ;  be  had  a  cough,  which  the  mother  supposed  to  be  thehoop* 
ing-cough  ;  his  appetite  was  bad  $  but  in  other  respects  his^ge* 
Dcral  health  was  good* 

About  nine  weeks  previous  to  this  period,  without  any  appa- 
rent cause,  the  child  began  to  complain  of  a  severe  pain  in  the 
right  ear,  from  the  external  meatus  of  which  a  thin  fetid  fluid 
was  discharged,  at  times  slightly  tinc^ed  with  blood.  About  a 
fortnight  afterwards  he  met  tvith  a  fall,  which  was  supposed  by 
the  parents  to  be  the  cause  of  a  polypous  tumor,  wbicli  was  pet^ 
ceived  filling  up  the  meatus  extcrnus.  About  a  fortnight  aft^ 
the  appearance  of  this  growth,  a  geiirral  swelling  was  observed 
around  the  ear  ^  no  chijige  of  colour  was  remark^,  except  in  a 
small  spot  about  the  size  of  a  shilling  behind  the  ear,  which  wais 
of  a  pale  livid  colour. 

About  this  time,  i.  e.  a  month  from  his  first  being  observed  to 
complain,  a  small  hard  lump  was  felt  over  the  zygoma,  but  it 
did  not  seem  to  be  atten<?od  with  any  pain.  The  swelling  now 
increased  rapidly  in  size,  and  extended  chiefly  backwards,  and 
downwards  along  the  side  of  the  neck.  The  posterior  part  was 
moveable,  but  at  the  edge  of  the  condyloid  process  of  tne  lower 
jaw,  it  seemed  verv  fifmly  attached  to  the  subjacent  parts.  The 
ear  continued  to  be  pushed  outwards,  and  formed  the  apex  of 
the  tumor.  Three  weeks  after  its  appearance  the  livid  spot  uI* 
cerated,  and  a  fungus  grew  from  it,  which  frequently  sloughed 
off,  but  was  quickly  regenerated,  and  dischargea  a  large  quanti- 
ty of  fetid  bloody  matter,  and  frequently  hemorrhage  to  the  ex* 
tent  of  an  onnce  or  two  occurred. 

As  the  patient  lived  at  I«eith,  I  was  prevented  from  seeing  him 
regularly,  and  he  soon  grew  so  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  be  brought 
to  the  Dispensary  ;  but  by  Dr  KeHie's  assistance  I  was  enaUed^ 
to  collect  the  following  particulars.  The  ulceration  and  size  of 
the  fungus  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  the  size  of  the  tumor. 
About  uiree  weeks  before  the  child's  death,  he  was  attacked  by 
diarrhoea^  and  during  that  time  the  tumor  iricreased  very  rapidly, 
and  its  substance  became  much  softer.  The  ulcerated  fungus 
discharged  large  sloughs,  attended  with  more  alarmfag  hemor- 
rhage I  a  larger  fungus  protruded  from  the  external  meatus  of 
the  ear. 

About  a  month  before  deaths  the  k>wer  jaw  was  observed  to 
have  the  appearance  of  being  dislocated,  though  the  mother  said 
she  had  remarked  it  three  jnoaths  before  j  but  tiU  this  time  h# 

VOL.  VIU   270.  25*  0 


so  Mr  Wishart'f  Case  of  Fungus  Mamaiodes*  J^n« 

could  always  chew  bis  food  very  well.  Four  days  before  deatli, 
be  complained  of  a  severe  paiu  in  the  tumor  and  in  tbe  right 
eye,  and  be  could  not  shut  the  right  eyelid.  He  was  able  to  sit 
upon  his  mother's  knee  tlie  day  before  his  death,  which  happen- 
ed on  the  22d  September,  exactly  fifteen  weeks  and  four  aays 
after  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease. 

Dissection* 

The  tumor  was  examined  after  death,  in  presence  of  Dr  Kel- 
lie  of  Leith  and  of  Dr  Gordon  of  Edinburgh.  Our  attention 
was  first  attracted  by  the  enormous  Mze  of  the  tumor,  which 
was  fully  as  large  as  the  child's  head.  A  drawing  of  it  was  not 
taken,  as  it  very  much  resembled  the  engraving  of  Mr  Astley  Coop- 
er's case,  inserted  by  Mr  James  Wardrop  in  his  excellent  work 
on  Fungus  Haematodes.  The  only  difierence  was,  that  in  this 
case  the  upper  part  of  the  tumor  was  attached  hicher  up  on  the 
cranium,  and  the  external  ear  was  carried  outwards,  ana  formed 
the  apex  of  the  tumor.  The  ulceraition  behind  tlie  ear  was  more 
than  four  inches  in  diameter ;  the  fimgous  mass  was  soft  and  fii- 
able,  and  had  a  most  offensive  smeU.  The  tumor  was  removed 
by  a  circular  incision  :  it  weighed  forty  ounces. 

On  examining  the  cranium  after  the  separation  of  the  morbid* 
mass,  an  aperture  was  observed  in  the  squamous  portion  of  tke 
temporal  bone.  After  sawing  ofi*  the  upper  part  oi  the  cranium, 
we  found  that  a  small  part  of  the  tumor  nad  passed  inwards 
through  the  aperture  in  the  temporal  bone,  and  formed  a  depres* 
sion  on  the  middle  lobe  of  the  brain,  about  half  an  inch  in  depth. 
This  portion  of  the  tumor  was  as  large  as  a  small  egg,  of  a  round 
shape,  connected  to  the  large  external  tumor  by  a  narrovr  neck, 
but  did  not  adhere  to  the  brain  $  the  dura  mater  was  destroyed 
at  the  part  where  the  depression  was  formed.  The  brain  was 
.in  other  respects  sound. 

On  comparing  a  slice  of  the  brain  with  a  slice  of  the  tumor, 
the  appearance  was  so  similar,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
distinguish  them  from  each  other.  The  only  difference  that 
could  DC  perceived  was,  that  the  texture  of  the  tumor  was  firmer 
than  that  of  the  brain.  On  dividing  the  small  internal  tumor,  it 
was  found  to  be  formed  of  the  same  medullary-looking  substance. 
On  dividing  the  tentorinm  cerebelli,  a  white  spot  about  the  size 
of  a  sixpence  was  observed  on  the  surface  of  the  cerebeDum. 
This  appearance  was  caused  by  another  small  irregular  shaped 
tuipor,  protruding  from  the  internal  meatus  anditorius;  tbe 
whole  ot  the  pars  petTosa  of  the  temporal  bone  was  awanting. 

On  continuing  the  examination  of  the  external  tuxnor^  it  wai 
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found  to  extend  inwards  and  backwards  under  the  lower  i^w, 
towards  the  posterior  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  mouth.  The 
condyloid  process  of  the  lower  jaw  was  destroyed.  The  zypro- 
ina  was  also  gone,  and  the  articulating  cavity  under  it  filled  up 
by  the  tumor. 

This  case  affords  another  example  of  the  very  rapid  progress,' 
And  almost  universally  fatal  termination  pf  this  disease.  The  ciuick 
increase  of  size  indeed  was  very  remarkable,  only  six  weeks  nav- 
ing  elapsed  from  the  appearance  of  the  child  at  the  Dispensary, 
▼hen  the  tumor  was  as  large  as  the  fist,  to  the  termination  of  the 
case,  when  the  tumor  was  as  big  as  the  child's  head.  No  at- 
tempt was  mtfde  td  remove  the  tumor,  as  it  had  uleerated,  and 
seemed  so  firmly  attached  behind  the  angle  of  the  jaw ;  for  it 
has  been  remarked,  that  any  operation  in  cases  of  this  disease, 
except  when  it  is  situated  on  the  extremities,  invariably  accele- 
rates the  fatal  termination^  and  the  dissection  afterwards  complete- 
ly showed  the  impracticability  of  such  an  attempt  in  the  present 
case.  The  very  slight  derangement  of  the  patient's  health  was  al- 
so very  striking^  During  the  whole  progress  of  the  disease,  till 
within  a  few  days  of  his  death,  he  slept  well ;  had  no  thirst  / 
heard  distinctly ;  and  the  mother  even  expressed  some  doubt, 
whether  the  hearing  on  the  affected  side  was  impaired  or  not ; 
his  vision  was  also  unaffected  till  the  four  last  days  of  his  life,  when 
it  was  supposed  that  he  did  not  see  so  Well  with  the  right  eye. 
He  was  never  observed  to  be  drowsy  or  comatose ;  and  he  coukl 
move  both  the  upper  and  lower  extremities  freely :  the  latter  were 
slightly  oedematous. 

With  regard  to  the  structure  of  the  morbid  mass,  a  better  op- 
portunity has  seldom  occurred  of  comparing  it  with  the  substance 
to  which  it  bears  so  striking  a  resemblance,  viz.  brain,  and  no' 
case  more  fully  illustrates  the  correctness  of  the  appellation  of 
medullary  sarcoma,  given  to  this  morbid  structure  by  Mr  Aber- 
nethy.  I  am  very  much  puzzled  to  assi^  a  conjecture,  with  re- 
gard to  the  origin  or  cause  of  the  disease.  Had  there  been  no 
internal  tumor,  we  might  have  supposed  that  the  external  mass 
had  been  formed  by  an  enlargement  of  some  lymphatic  gland  sur- 
rounding the  parotid ;  but  how  are  we  to  account  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  ttie  temporal  bone,  and  for  the  small  internal  tumor  ?  Are 
we  to  suppose,  that  when  the  tUmor  Imd  acquired  a  certain  size, 
instead  of  increasing  outwardly,  it  cain»ed  an  absorption  of  the 
bone,  and  proceeded  inwards ;  or  are  we  to  suppose,  that  the 
origin  of  the  internal  tumor  was  simultaneous  witli  the  external, 
and  that  their  united  pressure  destroyed  the  intervening  bone  f 
— But  we  have  no  mark  in  the  history  of  the  case^  to  enable  us  ta 
rfeeide  at  what  period  this  happened. 
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Case  ^Preternatural  Anus^  found  in  a  Portion  of  Ilium  protntded 
at  the  Umbilicus*  By  J.  Peake,  Member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons^  London. 

IC^.  L  was  delhrered  by  me  im  the  1st  Jutyr  1810,  of  a  male  child, 
'^  ia  appearance  healthy,  and  of  a  size  as  large  as  most  chil- 
dren, after  the  full  period  of  the  utero-gestation. 
•  At  the  time  of  its  birth,  my  attention  was  much  excited  by 
the  appearance  of  a  tumor  at  the  umbilicus,  somewhat  larger  and 
longer  than  a  wabut,  and  the  cutide  from  the  abdomen  growing 
over  it,  to  the  extent  of  about  the  fourth  part  of  an  inch.  At  the 
upper  part  of  the  tumor,  the  umbilical  vessels  were  passmg,  and 
seemed  altogether  distinct  from  it.  Around  them  a  ligature  had 
been  passed  and  tied  in  the  usual  manner,  at  a  part  of  the  fu- 
nis where  its  size  was  natural ;  about  three  or  more  indies,  I 
should  think,  from  the  umbilicus* 

Upon  examining  the  tumor,  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  protrud- 
ed portion  of  intestine,  within  the  umbilical  cord  ;  and  at  its^ 
lower  part  I  could  observe  a  fissure,  but  which,  at  the  moment, 
I  neitner  cUscovered  or  suspected  to  be  pervious.  Soon,  how- 
ever, after  1  left  my  patient,  the  women  in  attendance  noticed 
something  passing  from  it,  of  a  thin  consistence  and  dark  in  co- 
lour, which,  no  doubt  of  it,  must  have  been,  the  meconium* 

Soon  after  its  birth,  the  child  was  sick,  vomited  frequently, 

and  was  at  times,  until  its  death,  which  happened  between  two 

and  three  days  after,  ihuch  convulsed.     What  food  was  given  it 

was  either  directly  brouffht  up  again,  or  it  afterwards  passed  at 

.  the  aperture  at  the  naveL     Nothing  seemed  to  pass  along  the  re- 

Silar  course  of  the  intestines^    Just  before  its  death,  however, 
ere  was  a  discharge  from  the  anus,  of  a  small  quantity  of  me- 
conium, together  with  a  litde  slimy  mucus. 

Upon  dissection,  I  found  that  the  passage  from  the  stomach, 
along  the  course  of  the  alimentary  caned,  to  the  protrusion  at  the 
•umbilicus,  was  perfect,  and  the  intestines  so  far  of  their  natural 
and  healthy  appearance.  But  tliis  was  no  longer  the  case  after 
they  had  passed  the  umbilicus.  A  portion  of  the  ilium  was  there 
{trotruded,:  in  which  was  the  aperture  already  described.  From 
this  there  was  an  indirect  communication  along  the  course  of 
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the  iotesdnes ;  bat  the  orifice  of  the  ^t,  in  contiauttioD,  im 
BHich  smaller  than  at  its  termination  m  the  protruded  portion 
at  the  aperture;  and  it  was  so  situated  to  the  one  side  the  gut,  at 
the  same  time  twisting  suddenly  downwards,  that  nothing  codd 
readi]y  pa8s«  From  this  the  intestines,  along  their  whok  courses 
were  very  mudi  diminished  in  size,  and  both  csBcum,  odon,  ana, 
Tectum,  were  considerably  smaller  than  the  small  intestinea. 
Chipping  OnMT^  Esses^  ? 
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Appearances  upon  Diss^tion  qftno  Dcgs^  v^ich  'mere  tUUd  while 
labouring  under  Rabies  Canina,  By  J.  Pbase,  Member  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London* 

Tt  is  now  about  three  years  ago  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
-^  neifffabouiiiood  were  continually  alarmed  by  the  appearance 
of  mad  dogs  among  their  cattle,  and  which,  in  several  instanceSf 
did  considerable  mischief.  One  farmer  had  three  of  his  cowa 
bitten,  and  was  afterwards  obliged  to  kill  them,  while  labouring 
under  the  disease.  Several  similar  incidents  occurred  also  at 
different  places  about  this  time ;  but  I  did  not  understand  that 
the  disease  was  communicated  in  any  one  case  to  the  human  spe* 
des.  One  of  the  dogs  beinff  at  length  killed,  I  procured  him 
afterwards  for  the  purposes  of  dissection.  But  before  I  proceed 
to  noUce,  more  immediately,  the  appearances  observable  after 
death,  it  wiQ  be  right,  perhaps,  to  mention  the  extent  of  his  de* 
predation  here,  which  Jed  to  a  suspicion  that  he  was  mad,  and 
consequently  to  his  being  killed. 

The  dog  was  observed,  by  a  gentleman  on  horseback  whom  ha 
had  followed  for  the  distance  of  two  miles,  to  snap  at,  or  bite 
every  animal  that  came  in  his  way ;  and  he  was  seen  to  do  this  by 
many  persons  as  he  passed  through  this  town*  A  large  New-* 
foundland  dog  was  the  first  he  attacked,  (this  animal  want  mad 
and  ran  ofi*  about  three  months  afterwards,  and  was  killed*}  He 
then  bit  a  horse  in  the  nose,  and  snapped  at  another  Newfound- 
land dog  which  was  running  by  the  side  of  the  horse,  but  his  teeth 
could  not  be  seen  to  have  penetrated  the  skin.  In  the  horse^ 
the  parts  wer^  immediately  extirpated  and  cauteri^i  and  bf 
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has  never  been  affected  with  the  disease;  the  dog  also  has  remain* 
ed  well.  He  snapped  at  several  others,  but  no  one  of  them  ex- 
cept the  Newfoundland  dog  above  mentioned  went  mad.  He  was 
at  length  ki)ledy  after  running  some  few  miles  further,  and  had 
been  aead  several  days  before  I  could  proaire  him.  From  his 
emaciated  appearance,  he  had  run,  I  should  think,  a  considerable 
distance,  but  from  whence  I  could  not  ascertain,  nor  could  I 
learn  any  further  particulars  than  what  have  been  recited. 

I  had  been  lately  taught,  that  the  scat  of  this  disease  existed 
in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  oesophagus ;  these 
parts,  therefore,  alone,  I  minutely  examined. 

Upon  opening  the  stomach,  I  found  it  nearly  empty,  contain- 
ing, however,  a  little  short  oat  straw,  some  clirt  or  grit,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  the  gastric  juice.  The  mucous  membrane  it* 
self  appeared  red  and  inflamed  at  different  parts,  as  well  in  the 
stomach  as  in  the  oesophagus.  The  intestinal  canal  was  for  tlie 
most  part  jsmpty,  and  of  its  natural  appearance.  In  the  rectum, 
there  were  %o\ne  hardened  feces,  exceedingly  fetid  and  o|}ensive, 
and  looked  somewhat  like  earth,  being  gritty  and  of  that  colour. 
A  small  portion  of  it  was,  as  is  already  stated,  contained  with 
the  straw  in  the  stomach. 

I  had,  soon  after  thisy  a  second  opportunity  of  examining 
another  do^,  which  had  been  killed  while  labouring  under  symp- 
toms similar  to  the  one  in  the  aforementioned  case.  This  ani- 
mal had  bitten  a  horse  and  several  dogs  i  the  latter  (except  one, 
and  that  went  mad  about  five  weeks  afterwards),  were  immedi- 
ately destroyed.  In  the  horse,  the  parts  were  directly  extirpat* 
led  and  cauterized,  and  he  still  remains  well. 

I  inspected  this  dog  the  day  after  his  death,  and  upon  open- 
ing the  ston)ach,  found  it  to  be  much  distended  with  pieces  of 
straw,  hair,  (which  I  suppose  he  had  bitten  off  other  dogs,  and 
swallowed)  and  some  grit  or  earth.  The  mucous  membrane  ap- 
peared slightly  red  and  inflamed,  generally  $  but  at  that  cxtrc- 
inity  of  the  stomach,  near  to  the  pylorus,  was  a  large  spot  about 
the  size  of  a  shillin^r,  of  a  greenish  appearance ;  a  narrow  line, 
also  of  the  same  colour,  was  seen  extending  upwards,  and  both 
I  think  resulting  evidently  from  inflammation  which  had  existed 
there.  The  oesophagus  was  of  its  natural  and  healthy  colour. 
At  the  back  part  of  the  fauces,  was  a  good  deal  of  frothy  liquid, 
and  the  intestines  were  much  more  fun  than  in  the  other  cases^ 
fontaining  feces  of  a  thin  consistence  and  bilious  coloun 
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The  Crooman  Tjeciure.    By  William  Hyde  Wollaston,  M.  IX 

Sec.  R-  S. 

n^HERE  is  certainly  no  source  from  which  we  can  borrow  our 
-"^  Medical  Extracts  with  so  much  advantnge  to  our  readers,  as 
the  transactions  of  those  societies  of  learned  men  who  have  been 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  advancement  of  .sci- 
ence and  literature.  Among  these  the  Royal  Society  of  London 
stands  pre-eminent,  both  for  the  intrinsic  value  of  its  publications, 
and  the  regularity  with  which  they  appear.  The  great  expense, 
however,  of  thdr  volumes,  and  the  very  remote  connexion  which 
a  large  portion  of  them  has  with  our  science,  prevent  them  from 
bemg  generally  in  die  hands  of  medical  practitioners ;  and  yet 
there  is  not  a  volume  which  does  not  contain  much  valuable  in- 
formation immediately  interesting  to  us.  Of  some  of  the  papers 
m  which  this  is  contained,  a  very  short  notice,  or  analysis,  is 
sufficient,  or  a  critique  may  be  necessary ;  but  others  do  not  ea- 
sily admit  of  condensation  or  argument,  and  require  to  be  bor- 
rowed with  very  little  abridgement  Of  this  nature  are  the  se- 
cond and  third  parts  of  Dr  iVollaston's  Croonian  Lecture. 

The  first  part  treats  of  the  Duration  of  Musadar  Action.  He 
coBodves  every  effort,  though  apparently  single,  to  consist  in  re- 
ality of  a  great  number  of  contractions,  repeated  at  extremely 
short  intervals.  He  was  led  to  infer  this,  from  the  sensation  re- 
sembling roost  nearly  the  sound  of  carriages  at  a  great  distance, 
passing  rapidly  over  a  pavement,  excited  by  pressing  the  point 
of  the  finger  into  the  ear,  when  the  finger  is  kept  rigid  by  thff 
extensor  muscles. 

The  second  and  third  parts  we  extract  entire* 

"  Part  11.     On  Sea  Sickness. 

**  Hie  second  remark  which  I  have  to  offer  to  the  Society,  relates 
to  sea'Sickness,  the  cause  of  which  has  not  hitherto  been  fully  ex- 
plained ;  and  sJthough  the  explanation  which  I  am  about  to  propose, 
may  not  appear  altogether  satisfactory  to  persons  who,  when  at  sea, 
are  also  rendered  giddy  by  the  incessant  motion  of  the  waves,  and 
are  consequently  liable  to  consider  as  cause  and  effect  plienomena 
which  in  tJieir  minds  are  constantly  associated,  yet  the  observation 
on  which  it  is  founded  may  deserve  to  be  recorded,  on  account  of 
the  degree  of  relief  that  may  be  obtained  in  that  most  distressing 
affection. 

*'  After  I  had  been  harassed  by  sea-sickness  during  a  short  voy< 
a^  for  some  days,  and  had  in  vain  attempted  to  account  for  the  dif- 
ference between  the  inexperienced  passenger,  and  those  around  hiiu 
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more  accustomed  to  the  motion  of  the  sea,  I  imperceptibly  acquir« 
'ed  some  power  of  reststiog  its  eflPects,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
observe  a  peculiarity  in  my  mode  of  respiration,  evidently  connected 
with  the  motion  of  the  vessel,  but  of  which,  in  my  then  enfeebled 
state,  I  was  unable  to  investigate  either  the  cause  or  consequence. 
In  waUhj;  from  a  state  of  very  disturbed  sleep,  t  found  that  my  re- 
spirations were  not  taken  with  the  accustomed  uniformity,  but  were 
iqiterrupted  by  irregular  pauses,  with  an  appearance  of  watching  for 
tome  favourable  opportunity  for  making  the  succeeding  effort ;  and 
it  seemed  as  if  the  act  of  inspiration  were  in  some  manner  to  be  guid- 
ed by  the  tendency  of  the  vessel  to  pitch  with  an  uneasy  motion. 

**  The  mode  by  which  I  afterwards  conceived  that  this  action  could 
primarily  affect  the  system,  was  by  its  influence  on  the  motion  of  the 
blood  s  for,  at  the  same  instant  that  the  chest  is  dilated  for  the  re- 
ception of  air,  its,  vessels  become  also  more  open  to  the  reception  of 
the  blood  ;  So  thai  the  retiim  of  blood  from  the  head  is  more  free 
than  at  any  other  period  of  a  complete  respiration.  On  the  ooa.tra- 
ry,  by  the  act  of  expelling  air  from  the  lungs,  the  ingress  of  blood 
is  so  far  obstructed,  that,  when  the  surface  of  the  brain  is  exposed 
by  the  trepan,  a  successive  turgescence  and  subsidence  of  the  brain 
is  seen,  in  alternate  motion  with  the  different  sbites  of  the  chest.  It 
is  probably  from  this  cause  that,  in  severe  headachs,  a  degree  of 
temporary  relief  is  obtained  by  occasional  complete  inspirations. 

**  In  sea- sickness  also,  the  act  of  inspiration  will  have  some  tend- 
ency to  relieve,  if  regulated  so  as  to  counteract  any  temporary  pres- 
sure of  blood  upon  the  brain ;  but  the  causie  of  such  pressure  requires 
first  to  be  investigated. 

**  All  those  who  have  ever  suffered  from  sea-sickness  (without  be- 
ing giddy)  wilh  agree  that  the  principal  uneasiness  is  felt  during  the 
subsidence  of  the  vei^sel,  by  the  sinking  of  the  wave  on  which  it  rests. 
Jt  is  during  this  subsidence  that  the  blood  has  a  tendency  to  press 
with  unusual  force  upon  the  brain. 

^  If  a  person  be  supposed  standing  erect  upon  deck,  it  is  evident 
that  the  brain,  which  is  uppermost,  then  sustains  no  pressure  from 
the  mere  weight  of  the  blood,  and  that  the  vessels  of  the  feet  and 
lower  parts  of  the  body  must  contract,  with  a  force  sufficient  to  re- 
sist the  pressure  of  column  of  blood,  of  between  five  and  six  feet 
from  the  head  downwards.     -  •  • 

'*  If  the  deck  were  by  any  means  suddenly  and  entirely  removed, 
the  blood  would  be  no  longer  supported  by  its  vessels  {  but  both 
would  fall  together  with  the  same  velocity,  by  the  free  action  of  gra- 
vity ;  and  the  same  contraction  of  the  vessels  which  before  support- 
ed the  weight  of  the  blood,  would  now  occasion  it  to  press  upon  the 
brain,  with  a  foroe  proportional  to  its  former  altitude* 

"  In  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same  reason,  during  a  more 
gradual  subsidence  of  the  dedt,  and  partial  removal  of  support,  ther6 
must  be  a  partial  diminution  of  the  pressure  of  the  blood  upon  its 
vessels^  and  consequently,  a  partial  reactionupon  the  brain,  which 
would  be  directly  counteracted  by  a  full  inspiration* 
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''  The  consequence  of  external  motion  upon  the  blood  will  be  best 
elucidated  by  what  may  be  seen  to  occur  in  a  column  of  mercury  si- 
milarly circumstanced. 

^  A  barometer,  when  carried  out  to  sea  in  a  c;ilm,  rests  at  the  same 
height  at  which  it  would  stand  on  shore:  but  when  the  ship  falls  by' 
snbsulence  of  the  wave,  the  mercury  is  seen  apparently  to  rise  in  the 
tube  that  contains  it,  because  .a  portion  of  its  gravity  is  then  employ- 
ed in  occasioning  its  descent  along  widi  the  vessel ;  and  according- 
ly, if  it  were  confined  in  a  tube  closed  at  bottom,  it  would  no  long- 
er press  with  its  whole  weight  upon  the  lower  end.  In  the  same 
manner,  and  for  the  same  reason,  the  blood  no  longer  presses  down- 
wards with  its  whote  weight,  and  will  be  driven  upwards,  by  the  e- 
lasticity  which  before  was  merely  sufficient  to  support  it. 

^  The  sickness  occasioned  by  swinging  is  evidently  from  the  same 
causes  as  sea- sickness;  and  that  direction  of  the  motion  which  occa* 
sions  the  roost  piercing  lensadon  of  uneasiness,  is  conformable  to  the 
explanation  above  given. 

**  It  is  in  descending  forwards  that  this  sensation  is  perceived  ;  for 
then  the  blood  has  the  greatest  tendency  to  move  from  the  feet  to- 
wards the  head,  since  the  line  joining  them  is  in  che  direction  of  the 
moUon.  But  when,  in  the  descent  backwards,  the  motion  is  trans* 
verse  to  the  line  of  the  body,  it  occasions  little  comparative  incon- 
venience, because  the  tendency  to  propel  the  blood  towards  the  head 
is  then  inconsiderable. 

*'  The  regularity  of  the  motion  in  swinging,  afforded  me  an  ap> 
parently  favourable  opportunity  for  trying  the  efiect  of  inspiration; 
but  although  the  advantage  was  manifest,  I  must  confess,  it  did  not 
fully  equal  the  expectations  I  had  formed  from  my  experience  at 
sea.  It  is  possible  that  the  suddenness  of  the  descent  may  in  this 
case  be  too  great  to  be  fully  counteracted  by  such  means ;  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  contents  of  the  intestines  are  also  affected 
by  the  same  cause  as  the  blood ;  and  if  these  have  any  direct  dispo^. 
siuon  to  regurgitate,  this  consequence  will  be  in  no  degree  counter* 
acted  by  the  process  of  respiratiim. 

^  A  friend  of  mine  informed  me,  that  be  had  endeavoured  to 
connteract  this  mechanical  effect  upon  the  stomach,  and  had  expe« 
rienced  immediate  relief  from  a  slight  degree  of  sea-sickness,  by  iy« 
ine  down  upon  the  deck«  with  bis  head  towards  the  stem  of  the  ves- 
sd ;  by  means  of  which,  upon  pitching,  he  was  in  the  attitude  of  a 
person  descending  backwards  in  a  swing. 

*•  Whether  the  stomach  be  or  be  iK)t  thus  primarily  affected,  or 
only  by  sympathy  with  the  brain,  the  sensation  of  sinking  is  in  all 
cases  referred  directly  to  tlic  stomach,  which  is  seized  with  such  in- 
stantaneous retching,  that  no  person,  who  has  not  been  so  situated* 
can  form  a  just  conception  of  it, 

**  In  thus  referring  the  sensations  of  sea-sickness  in  so  great  a  de-*. 
gree,  to  the  agency  of  mere  mechanical  pressure,  I  feel  confirmed^ 
by  considering  the  consequence  of  an  opposite  moticn,  which  by  too 
quickly  withdrawing  blood  from  the  ]iead,  occasions  a  tendency  to 
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faint,  or  tbat  approach  to  fainting  which  amounts  to  a  momentary 
giddiness,  with  diminution  of  muscular  power.  At  a  time  when  I 
was  much  fatigued  bj  exercise,  I  had  occasion  to  run  to  some  dis- 
tance, and  seat  myself  under  a  low  wall  for  shelter  from  a  very  hea- 
vy shower.  In  rising  suddenly  from  this  position,  I  was  attacked 
with  such  a  degree  of  giddiness,  that  I  involuntarilj  dropped  into 
my  former  posture,  and  was  instantaneously  relieved  by  the  return 
of  blood  to  the  head,  from  every  sensation  of  uneasiness. 

**  Since  that  time,  the  same  sensation  has  frequently  occurred  to 
me  in  slighter  degrees,  and  I  have  obsenred  that  it  has  always  been 
under  similar  circumstances  of  rising  suddenly  from  an  inclined  po« 
sition,  after  some  degree  of  previous  fatigue.  Sinking  down  again 
immediately  removes  the  giddiness ;  and  then*  by  rising  a  second 
time  more  gradually,  the  same  sensation  is  avoided. 

^'  Part  III.     On  the  sabdaiy  Effects  of  Ridings  and  other  Modes 

of  Gestation^ 

^<  In  the  preceding  instances  of  disturbing  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  by  external  motion,  the  effect  is  disagreeable,  and  propor- 
tionally prejudicial.  There  may  indeed  be  cases  of  disorder,  in 
which  it  will  be  salutary ;  but  these  are  probably  less  frequent  than 
is  generally  supposed. 

**  In  the  observations  which  follow,  general  opinion  will  concur 
with  me,  on  the  benefit  derived  from  external,  or  passive  motion ; 
and  I  hope,  that  in  ascribing  its  good  effects  to  their  true  caase,  I 
shall  enable  others  to  make  a  valuable  distinction,  which  has  not  yet 
been  preserved  with  due  care,  between  one  motion  which  is  salutary, 
and  another  which  is  very  frequently  pernicious.  For,  although  the 
term  gestation  is  employed  by  medical  writers,  as  a  general  term 
comprehending  riding  on  horseback,  or  in  a  carriage,  and  although 
the  merits  of  such  motions,  especially  the  former,  were  clearly  no- 
ticed, and  perhaps  even  overrated,  by  the  discernment  of  Syden* 
ham,  I  believe  that  no  explanation  has  yet  been  given,  of  the  pecu- 
liar advantages  of  external  motion,  and  am  persuaded,  that  the  be- 
nefits to  be  derived  from  carriage- exercise,  are  by  no  means  in  so 
high  estimation  as  they  ought  to  be. 

**  Under  the  common  term  exercise,  active  exertion  has  too  frc«i 
quently  been  confounded  with  passive  gestation,  and  fatiguing  efforts 
have  consequently  been  substituted  for  motions  that  are  agreeable, 
and  even  directly  invigorating,  when  duly  adapted  to  the  strength 
of  the  invalid,  and  the  peculiar  nature  of  his  indisposition. 

"  The  explanation  which  I  am  about  to  offer,  of  the  effects  of  ex- 
ternal motion  upon  the  circulafion  of  the  blood,  is  founded  upon  a 
part  of  the  structure  observable  in  the  venous  system,  the  mechani- 
cal tendency  of  which  cannot  be  doubted.  The  valves  which  are 
everywhere  dispersed  through  those  vessels,  allow  free  passage  to  the 
blood  when  propelled  forward,  by  any  motion  that  assists  its  pro* 
gress ;  but  they  oppose  an  immediate  obstacle  to  such  as  have  a  con<« 
traiy  tendency.    The  circulation  is  consequently  helped  forward  by 
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cTery  degree  of  gentle  agitation.  The  heart  is  inpported  in  any  la» 
boriotts  effort  that  may  have  become  necessary^  by  some  obstacle  to 
ks  exertions ;  it  is  assisted  in  the  great  work  of  restoring  a  system* 
which  has  recently  struggled  with  some  violent  attack ;  or  it  is  al* 
lowed)  as  it  were^  to  rest  from  a  labour,  to  which  it  is  unequal,  when 
the  powers  of  life  are  nearly  exhausted  by  any  lingering  disorder. 

^  In  the  relief  thus  afforded  to  an  organ  so  essential  to  life,  all  o* 
ther  vital  functions  must  necessarily  participate :  and  the  various  of« 
fices  of  secretion  and  assimilation,  by  whatever  means  they  are  per- 
formed»  will  not  fail  to  be  promoted  during  such  comparative  repose 
from  laborious  exertion* 

**  Even  the  powers  of  the  mind  itself,  though  apparently  least 
liltiely  to  be  influenced  by  mere  mechanical  means,  are  manifestlyf 
and  in  many  persons,  most  immediately  affected  by  these  kinds  of 
motion. 

**  It  is  not  only  in  cases  of  absolute  deficiency  of  power  to  carry 
on  the  customary  circulation,  that  the  beneficial  effects  of  gestation 
are  felt,  but  equally  so,  when  comparative  inability  arises  from  re- 
dundancy of  matter  to  be  propelled.  WJien,  from  fulness  of  blood, 
the  circulation  is  obstructed,  the  whole  system  labours  under  a  feel- 
ing  of  hurry  and  agitation,  with  that  sensibility  to  sudden  impres* 
sions,  which  is  usually  termed  nervousness.  The  mind  becomes  in- 
capable of  any  deliberate  consideration,  and  is  impressed  with  hor- 
rors that  have  no  foundation,  but  in  a  distempered  imagination. 

*'  It  is  in  moderate  degrees  of  this  species  of  affection,  that  tlie 
advantages  of  carriage  exercise  are  most  sensibly  felt.  The  com- 
posed serenity  of  mind  that  succeeds  to  the  previous  alarm,  is  de- 
scribed by  some  persons  with  a  degree  of  satisfaction,  that  evinces 
the  decided  influence  of  the  remedy.  With  this  steadier  tone  of 
mind,  returns  its  full  power  of  cool  reflection ;  and  if  the  imagina- 
tion becomes  more  alive  than  usual,  its  activity  is  now  employed  in 
conceiving  scenes  that  are  amusing  and  agreeable, 

*^  A$  an  instance  of  direct  relief  to  a  circulation,  labouring  from 
mere  fulness  of  blood,  I  may  adduce  that  of  a  person,  whose  friends, 
as  well  as  himself,  were  apprehensive,  from  the  violent  and  visible 
throbbing  of  his  heart,  of  the  existence  of  some  organic  mischicft 
and  were  in  some  measure  alarmed  for  the  consequences. 

*'  He  was  persuaded,  and  not  reluctantly,  to  go  without  delay, 
for  medical  advice,  and  was  accordingly  conveyed  in  a  carriage  to 
the  house  of  some  physician  of  eminence,  but  did  not  succeed  in 
finding  him  at  home.  As  the  symptoms  did  not  appear  to  admit  of 
delay,  and  were  at  least  not  aggravated  by  the  motion,  it  was  hoped 
that  the  wished  for  advice  might  be  obtained  at  a  part  of  the  town 
which  happened  to  be  at  some  distance.  But  the  second  attempt 
proved  to  be  as  fruitless  as  the  former,  and  a  third  was  made  with 
the  same  event.  Since  the  throbbing  had  by  that  time  considerably 
abated,  he  was  contented  to  postpone  any  further  efforts  to  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  directed  the  carriage  homewards.  By  the  time  that 
be  returned  t(^  hii  friends,  he  found  that  the  motion  of  travelling  o.- 
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ver  several  roilet  of  paveioenty  had  apparently  reoioyed  tbe  com- 
plaint.  The  pulsation  of  the  heart  and  arteries  had  subsided  to  their 
natural  standard  ;•  and  he  congratulated  himself,  that  his  search  of 
a  remedy  had  not  been  ineffectual,  although  he  had  been  disappoint- 
ed as  to  the  source  from  which  he  thought  he  had  nyost  reason  to 
expect  relief. 

*'  If  vigour  can  in  any  instance  be  directly  given,  a  man  may  cer- 
tainly be  said  to  receive  it  in  the  most  direct  mode,  when  the  import* 
ant  service  of  impelling  forward  the  circulation  of  his  blood  is  per- 
formed for  hka  by  external  means.  The  main  spring,  or  first  mover 
of  the  system,  is  thereby,  as  it  were,  wound  up ;  and  although  the 
several  subordinate  operations  of  so  complicated  a  machine,  cannot 
be  regulated  in  detail,  by  mere  external  agency,  they  must  each  be 
performed  with  greater  freedomj  in  con8ei|uence  of  this  general  sup- 
ply of  power* 

<*  In  almost  every  treatise  on  the  subject  of  chronical  diseases,  are 
to  be  found  numerous  instances  of  the  benefit  produced  by  the  seve- 
ral modes  of  gestation  which  have  been  most  generally  adopted ;  at 
riding  on  horse-back,  in  carriages,  sea*  voyages,  and  swinging*  Andf 
in  many  cases  which  might  be  adduced,  it  has  appeared  too  clear  to 
admit  of  a  doubt*  that  the  cure  of  the  patient  has  been  owing  loWjf 
to  the  external  agitation  of  his  body,  which  must  be  allowed,  at  least* 
to  have  had  the  effect  above  explained ;  that  of  relieving  the  heart 
and  arteries  from  a  great  part  of  their  exertion  in  propelling  the  bloody 
and  may  dierefere  have  contributed  to  the  cure,  by  that  means  only. 

**  The  different  modes  above  mentioned,  are  adapted,  from  their 
nature,  to  different  degrees  of  bodily  strength ;  and  if  there  are  cases. 
In  which  that  which  appears  most  eligible,  may  not  suit  the  situation 
or  circumstances  of  the  patient,  it  cannot  be  difficult  to  contrive  o« 
ther  means  of  giving  motion,  so  as  least  to  incommode,  and  yet  to 
give  the  greatest  relief.  A  very  gentle  and  long-continued,  or  even 
incessant  motion,  may  suit  some  cases  better  than  any  more  violent 
and  occasional  agitation ;  and  in  this  way,  probably,  it  is,  that  sea- 
voyages  have  sometimes  been  attended  with  remarkable  advantage^ 

^*  •        •  '^1 

THE  INQUIRER,  No.  XXI. 

On  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

T^EW  speculations  can  be  more  interesting  than  those  whid^ 
^  relate  to  public  institutions  for  the  relief  of  the  infirmities 
of  mankind.  I'he  just  and  sound  standard  of  utility  is  easUy 
assigned.  Tbe  first  object  of  all  charitable  establishments,  is  to 
contribute  to  tlie  welfiure  of  society ;  therefore,  the  most  essen^ 
tial  claim  to  {^probation  and  support,  is,  that  they  shall  bi^ye  « 
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ndotAry  tendency.  Foundling  bcMpitiils  were  proved,  in  a  former 
inqiiiry,  to  be  useless  and  injurious.  Schools  for  teaching  the 
deaf  and  dumb  children  of  the  poor,  now  solicit  aid  and  support ; 
and  they  seem  to  deserve  enoouragementi  because  the  object  of 
instruction  b  the  generation  of  hiq^piness ;  and  by  making  mdivi- 
duals  happy,  who,  by  their  misfortune,  are  almost  struck  off  the 
roll  of  existence,  the  sum  of  happiness  among  the  whole  species 
is  greatly  increased.  The  instruction  of  the  oeaf  and  dumb,  like 
the  early  structure  of  medicine,  arose  from  the  energies  of  indi- 
vidual genius;  and  by  the  like  efforts  of  extraordinary  intellects, 
it  has  been  extended,  an^  brought  to  its  present  degree  of  per* 
fection.  With  respect  to  the  methods  of  conveying  instruction, 
in  awakening  the  mind,  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  it  is 
impossible  to  describe  them.  They  are  admirably  calculated  to 
fulfil  the  intentions  of  their  benevolent  contrivers ;  and  it  would 
be  to  oommit  the  same  injustice  towards  the  teachers,  if  any  at- 
tempt  were  made  to  explain  particular  parts  of  their  process,  as 
towards  an  ingenious  mechanic,  by  exhibiting  detached  parts  of 
•  complicated  machine.  The  whole  must  be  seen,  in  order  to  be 
thoroughly  understood ;  we  must  go  and  live  like  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  in  order  to  learn  how  the  deaf  and  dumb  can  be  taught 
to  Hve  like  men. 

Deafness  from  birth,  and  consequently  dumbness,  is  more  fre- 
quent than  is  commonly  imagined.  In  Eastern  courts,  it  has 
been  usual  from  time  immemorial  to  retain  a  number  of  mutes. 
These  are  not  only  employed  to  amuse  the  monarch,  but  also  to 
iuistruct  his  pages  in  an  art,  to  us  little  known,  of  communicating 
every  thing  by  signs,  lest  the  sounds  of  their  voices  should  dis- 
turb the  sovereign.  The  mutes  are  also  the  secret  instruments  of 
his  private  vengeance. 

In  England  uie  number  of  deaf  and  dumb  children  among  the 
poor  is  ccmsiderable ;  for  at  the  last  election,  in  July  1810,  at  the 
asylum  in  London,  there  were  seventy-eight  candidates  and  only 
fifteen  vacancies.  There  are  now  eighty  children  under  tuition 
in  the  asylum.  According  to  the  reports  of  a  similar  institution 
at  Vienna,  which  was  established  in  1779,  there  are  always  many 
candidates  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs.  That  institution  is  sup« 
ported  by  an  annual  pension  from  the  government ;  and  forty-five 
boys  are  admitted  on  the  foundation,  besides  day- scholars  and 
boarders,  whose  circumstances  enable  them  to  pay  for  their  in- 
struction. It  has  been  calculated,  that  in  every  million  of  souls 
in  the  German  empire,  (taking  the  estimate  at  twenty-five  mil- 
Eons,  which  it  was  usually  called  before  the  French  fraterniza- 
tion), one  hundred  are  deaf  and  dumb:  of  these,  only  thirty  in 
every  hundred  are  supposed  to  be  capable  of  being  taught ;  the 
rest  being  too  young,  too  old,  or  too  much  diseased  in  other 
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'pafts,  besides  the  organ  of  hearing.  Cretins  are  not  included 
in  this  enumeration.  Some  other  statistical  reports  make  the 
number  of  deaf  and  dumb  in  the  Austrian  dominions,  exclusive 
of  Hungary,  and  before  the  late  division  of  the  empire,  amount 
to  two  thousand,  of  whom'  1106  are  stated  to  be  of  an  age  be- 
tween seven  and  fourteen,  proper  for  admission  into  the  schools. 
In  the  Danish  dominions,  the  deaf  and  dumb  amount  to  SiS^  in 
the  different  bishopricks^  whose  population  is  stated  at  820,62  J » 
according  to  the  returns  made  at  the  first  anniversary  of  the  in* 
stitution  for  instructing  the  deaf  and  dumb,  held  at  Copenhageif, 
on  the  28th  January  1807.  The  following  are  the  proportions 
.  in  the  six  bishopricn  of  Denmark,  and  they  are  most  probably 
accurate^  because  the  returns  were  made  by  the  clergy.  * 

In  Zealand,  among    • 

In  Fnneq, 

In  Aalborg, 

In  Aarhuus, 

In  Ribi,  (or  Ripen)    • 

In  Viborg, 

In  the  island  of  Bornholm,  the  proportion  is  said  to  be  still 
greater.  The  difference  is  remarkable;  but  as  there  b  no  medical 
topc^aphy  of  these  places,  what  influence  climate  may  have  ia 
occasioning  deafnes«,  cannot  be  determined. 

Boys  born  deaf  are  more  numerous  than  girls.  The  director 
of  the  school  at  Vienna  (Mr  May)  stated  this  difference,  in  Aus- 
tria, to  be  in  the  proportion  of  four  to  one ;  and  there  are  com* 
Caratively  very  few  females  in  any  of  the  schools,  which  areesta- 
lished  in  almost  every  town  in  Germany.  It  hai^  been  observed, 
wherever  several  children  in  the  same  family  are  born  deaf,  (npt 
an  unfrequent  occurrence),  they  are  always  of  the  same  sex.  In* 
stances  are  known  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons,  of  both  sexes,  mar- 
rying, and  having  children,  who  have  had  their  senses  quite  per- 
fect ;  btit  instances  on  the  contrary  are  more  common,  and  deaf- 
ness is  so  often  hereditary,  that  the  experiment  of  marriage  should 
be  carefully  avoided.  Professor  Rosenmuller  at  Leipsic,  has  dis- 
sected the  organs  of  hearing  and  of  speech  in  persons  bom  deaf, 
but  he  found  nothing  peculiar  in  them*  He  has  tried  galvanism, 
hut  without  success.  One  child  suffered  acute  pain  during  the 
application  of  the  pile,  and  seemed  to  acquire  an  increased  sen- 
sibility of  hearing  for  the  first  month  $  but  this  beneficial  effect 
soon  disappeared.  Galvanism  has  been  tried  in  other  places,  but 
ineffectually.    The  curious  story  told  by  Bishop  Burnet  in  liia 
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travdsy  of  a  girl  at  Geneya»  who  could  hold  a  oonvenalion  in 
die  dark,  by  laying  her  hand  u]x>ii  her  companion's  lips,  is  not 
confirmed  by  subsequent  experience.  So  lew  words  are  pro** 
Doonced  by  the  movement  of  the  lips,  that  the  history  seems 
improbable.  The  mode  adopted  &r  conversing  in  the  dark,  is 
by  writing  the  word  wanted  to  be  communicated,  with  the  finger 
upon  the  palm  of  the  hand  or  on  the  back  of  tiie  neck,  thus  ad- 
dressing the  sense  of  touch,  which,  as  well  as  that  of  sight,  is 
rendered  by  attention  and  exercise  wonderfully  acute. 

In  conffenital  deafoess,  medicine  can  do  very  little.  In  one 
species,  ue  practical  philosophy  of  Mr  Astiey  Cooper  has  en- 
soled  surgery  to  do  much ;  but  unfi>rtunately,  the  obstruction 
of  die  Eustachian  tube  is  not  so  common  as  other  causes  of  deaf- 
ness; and  only  a  part  of  the  art  of  curing  it  is  yet  learned,  while 
the  artist  wants  to  make  use  of  the  whole.  There  is  a  sect  among 
us  who  have  established  their  dominion  over  the  ears,  and  call 
themselves  aurtsis  $  but  their  reputation  and  success  are  inferior 
to  another  self-elected  fraterni^,  denominated  by  the  ancients 
gingivistaf  who  proceed  on  the  very  rational  hypothesis  not  to 
cure,  but  to  remove  the  part  affected. 

As  a  matter  of  curiosity,  it  ma^  be  mentioned,  that  the  ear- 
liest known  writer  upon  the  art  of  instructing  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
is  a  Spaniard,  Juan  Pabbo  Bonnet.  His  work  is  entitled,  *'  Re- 
dution  de  las  lettras  y  arte  para  ensennar  a  ablas  los  Mutos.  £a 
Madrid,  par  Francesco  Abarca  de  Angub,  1620,''  in  4t(r,  with 
eijht  copperplates,  and  a  table. 
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PART  IL 

CRITICAL  ANALYSI^. 


I. 

Des  Erretits  Pcypttlaires  relatives  a  la  Mcdecine*  Par  M.  Rich* 
KRAND,  Professeur  de  la  Faculty  de  Medecine  de  Paris,  &c. 
&c.    pp.  234.     8vo.     a  Paris,  1810. 

^T'his  book  is  really  not  worth  the  perusal.  From  the  title,  we 
-*-  expected  to  find  what  would  have  been  an  useful  and  instruc- 
tive work,  an  imitation  of  Primerosius  de  Vulgi  erroribm  in  Me-' 
dicina^  adapted  to  the  prejudices  and  absurdities  of  the  French 
of  the  present  day  ;  and  we  were  inclined  to  suspect  Professof 
Richerand  of  pla/riarism,  when  we  found  that  he  took  no  notice 
in  his  preface  of  the  prototype  we  had  assigned  him*  But  our 
suspicions  were  unjust,  for  he  has  borrowed  nothing  from  Primrose 
but  the  mere  title,  which  he  most  probably  saw  in  some  cat|iIogue. 
Indeed  we  do  not  conceive  it  possible  that  any  one  who  read  the 
book  itself,  could  have  produced  so  flimsy  a  performance  upon 
the  same  subject.  For  although  many  of  the  prejudices  combat- 
ed at  length  by  Primrose  are  now  utterly  exploded,  and  ahhoi^h 
not  entirely  free  from  the  medical  prejudices  of  his  age,  there 
are  many  of  his  chapters  which  are  still  deserving  of  careful  per- 
usal, independently  of  the  correctness  of  his  language,  the  terse- 
ness of  his  style,  the  good  sense  which  pervades  every  part  of  his 
Tclume,  and  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  treats  each  se* 
parate  subject,  always  illustrating  it  sufficiently,  and  never  allow- 
ing himself  to  digress  into  irrelevant  matter.  Richerand*s  pro- 
duction is  of  a  totally  different  nature ;  and  the  reason  is  very 
obvious.  The  work  of  our  countryman  is  evidently  the  result  of 
much  reflection;  and,  if  we  mistake  not,  it  was  often  revised  and 
corrected  before  it  was  presented  to  the  public.  Its  author  endea- 
voured to  render  it  a  lasting  monument  of  his  knowledge  and  ta- 
lents. Not  so  our  present  author.  It  appears  to  us,  that,  having 
resolved  to  write  a  book  which  should  sell,  he  had  met  with  a 
title  which  suited  his  purpose ;  and)  without  any  settled  plan,  or 
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knowing  how  he  was  to  make  a  ydiaine  of  it,  he  sent  each  sheet 
to  the  press,  whilst  the  ink  with  which  it  was  scrawled  was  still 
wet  Accordingly,  notwithstanding  his  declamatory  diffuseness, 
and  his  treating  at  great  length  of  many  things  totally  anconnect« 
ed  with  his  subject,  we  find  him  obliged  to  swell  his  empty  vo- 
lame  with  an  appendix  of  paradoxes. 

As  Richerand  has  some  cekbri^,  it  will  be  necessary  to  jnsti^ 
so  severe  a  judgment  of  his  latest  publication.  He  begins  by  tell* 
ing  OS  that  the  object  of  his  work  is  not  to  instruct  the  public  in 
the  art  of  curing  aiseases,  but  to  prove  to  them  that  there  is  no 
science  less  accessible  to  diem,  and  more  dfficult  and  dangerous 
in  practice.  He  also  informs  us,  that  he  will  not  notice  points 
still  unsettled,  and  that  no  doubtAil  opinion  will  be  advanced* 
He  wiS  only  speak  of  those  erroneous  practices,  to  which  time, 
instead  of  weakening  or  destroying  them,  daily  gives  its  sanction 
and  support;  nor  does  he  pretend  to  have  collected  all  the  errors 
rdative  to  medicine,  but  only  those  most  difRiscd,  and  consc* 
ouently  most  dangerous.  He  divides  his  work  into  three  parts* 
The  &st  is  devoted  to  errors  in  the  physical  education  of  infants^ 
the  second  to  those  relating  to  healui  and  its  preservation,  and 
the  last  to  diseases  and  remedies.  So  fiu*  there  is  little  to  cen- 
sure. We  admit  that  a  work  upon  this  {dan,  if  wdl  executed, 
might  have  done  much  good,  and  we  even  forffive  him  for  his 
whunsacal  project  of  a  **  Code  qfErrorSf "  in  we  completion  of 
which  he  proposes,  that  the  most  enlightened  men  in  every  de* 
partment  of  science  should  unite  their  talents. 

To  the  popular  errors  in  the  physical  education  of  infants,  he 
devotes  no  less  than  twelve  pages  I  And  these  are  occupied  in 
proving  that  mid  wives  cannot  mould  the  heads  of  new*  bom  infiwts 
according  to  their  notions  of  beauty;  that  Aulus  Gdlius  anticipat- 
ed Rousseau  in  showing  that  mothers  ought  to  suckle  their  chil- 
dren ;  but  that  the  philosopher  of  Geueva  exaggerated  the  matter, 
when  he  declared  that  the  child  had  no  evil  to  tear  from  the  blood 
of  which  he  was  formed,  and  that  new-bom  infants  should  be 
bathed  in  cold  water.  Having  finished  his  corrections  of  Rous- 
seau's errors,  our  author  proceeds  to  say,  that  heavy  machines 
ought  not  to  be  employed  for  the  cure  df  crooked  spines ;  that 
sympathetic  purging  from  teething  should  not  be  checked ;  that 
children  do  not  suck  away  their  senses,  by  being  kept  at  the 
breast  three  years  i  that  7iavi  matemi  do  nol  proceed  from  the 
imagination  of  the  mother,  and  it  was  unnecessary  for  a  certain 
German  writer  to  compose  a  very  larse  and  indelicate  book  in 
Latin  to  prove  the  contrary,  especiaUy  as  Germans  have  no  witj 
and  a  translation  of  it  would  hurt  the  delicacy  of  the  French;  and 
lastly,  were  he  to  speak  of  the  absurdity  of  necklaces  to  facilU 
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tate  cTentition,  and  such  like  prrjudices»  he  would  be  wielding 
Che  club  of  Hercules  to  crush  an  insect  i 

Our  readers  will  readily  pardon  us  if  we  should  not  proceed 
through  the  remaining  chapters  so  minutely.  In  that  on  the 
means  of  health,  he  runs  over  very  rapidly  toe  six  non-naturab, 
proves  that  oysters  do  not  dissolve  in  milk,  relates  an  anecdote  of 
an  awkward  footman,  who,  on  breaking  a  gkss^ecanter,  acknow- 
ledged that  he  had  been  handling  pamey,  and  launches  out  into 
episodes  against  the  Sckoia  SedemkmtMj  and  the  Domestic  Medi- 
cines of  Buchan  and  Tissot. 

The  errors  in  rehition  to  diseases  occupy  the  greater  part  of 
this  volume,  as  in  reality  they  arc  more  numerous ;  but  as  our 
author  has  treated  his  subject,  many  of  his  observations  are  totally 
misplaced  ;  and  notwithstanding  his  prefatory  promise,  we  find 
him  entering  upon  many  disput^  points,  and  advancing  opinions 
far  from  having  the  unanimous  support  of  everv  intelligent  per- 
son. At  the  very  outset,  he  discusses  the  doctnnes  of  the  incar- 
nation of  wounds)  and  accuses  the  supporters  of  the  regeneration 
of  nerves,  of  the  falsehood  of  stating  experiments  which  they  never 
performed,  and  observations- they  never  made.  Comirccmmettn 
dirate  ii>  it  seems  a  French  proverb,  the  absurdity  of  which 
Kicherand  thinks  it  necessary  to  expose ;  and  then  commentst 
not  very  consistently  in  a  book  upon  popuhir  errors,  at  consider- 
able length  upon  a  scries  of  proverbs,  which,  he  says,  *^  renfer- 
ment  un  sens  profond  et  vrai  cache  sous  une  expression  triviale ; " 
andtheyare  veryconvenient;  for  example,  **  C'est  unemachoire," 
gives  him  an  opportunity  for  filling  two  or  three  p^^s  with  an 
account  of  Camper's  facial  angle ;  and  the  last  ot  his  proverbs^ 
'^  Vieux  midicin  eijeune  chirurgien  "  brings  him  back  to  lus  subject, 
by  leading  him  to  examine  the  prejudices  which  exist  among  the 
public,  in  regard  to  the  praetitioners  worthy  of  their  confidence, 
in  the  course  of  which  we  meet  with  various  illiberal  and  narrow 
notions.  We  learn  from  it,  however,  that  the  ^*  Officiers  de  $anle '' 
of  modem  France  are  profoundly  ignorant,  .and  that  the  crea* 
tion  of  the  new  sect  of  practitioners  will  inevitably  rob  tlie  profes- 
sion of  medicine  of  all  ita  lustre.  He  even  proposes  to  suppre&i 
them.  **  Is  the  most  learned  phvsician  always  the  most  kkil- 
fbl  and  worthy  of  our  conidencer''    Our  author  thinks  not. 

^*  There  is  a  quality  more  desirable  and  more  useful  than  the  most 
profound  science,  I  mean  tacU  that  precious  quality,  refused  or  grant- 
ed by  nature,  and  which  is  in  medicine  what  taste  is  in  literature.  It 
consists  in  sensibility,  happily  perfectionated  by  education.  He  who 
enjoys  it,  astonishes  tis  by  views  as  prompt  as  they  are  fine  and  deli* 
Cate,  and  by  dettrminntion  as  just  as  rapid.  The  physician  possessed 
of  the  gift  Qftactf  alone  has,  in  the  moment  of  dmiger,.  thont*  happy 
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BUfpirmtionSy  or»  to  use  the  sublime  expression  of  Bossaet,  those  sud-; 
den  iUiMtffMtfMmf  which  reveal  to  him  what  ought  to  be  done,  and 
which  gives  him  the  necessary  confidence  to  strike  the  decisive  blow. 
While  the  learned  physician,  overwhelmed  with  the  weight  of  super- 
fluous science,  hesitates  and  wavers  uncertain  among  the  thousand 
means  presented  by  it  to  him ;  the  former,  **  inoins  savant  mdis  mieux 
savant^ ''  as  Montaigne  precisely  expressed  himself,  seizes  tlie  essen- 
tial circumstances,  and  without  attending  too  much  to  accessory  phe^ 
Domena,  the  rock  on  which  the  learned  commonly  strike,  sees  witH 
certainty  the  object  and  end. " 

Butwhat,  will  our  readers  say,  is  the  olnect  and  end  of  all  thfs 
declamation  ? — ^To  prove  that  the  Frencn  ekcel  the  rest  of  the 
world  in  physic  as  in  war. 

*'  In  regard  to  tactt  the  French  phygicians  seem  to  me  superior  to 
those  of  other  nations.  The  incontestable  preeminence  of  French  sur- 
gery is  universally  acknowledged.  Their  medicine,  properly  so  call- 
ed, appears  to  me  to  possess  the  same  superiority.  Perhaps  less  learn- 
ed than  the  Germans,  the  French  physicians  excel  them  in  practice. 
Less  profound  tacticians  than  the  Germans,  our  soldiers  are  superior 
to  them,  and  supply  by  valour,  activity,  precision  of  em^tPml^  ra- 
pidity of  determination,  and  celerity  of  movement,  what  they  may 
want  in  the  knowledge  of  principles.  I  think  that  it  is  the  same  \n 
niedicinc^-4i  science,  in  that'point  of  view,  more  analogous  to  the  art 
of  war  than  is  commonly  imagined.  ** 

Who  can  read  this  without  regretting  that  Bonaparte  had  not 
been  sent  to  study  medicine  at  1  urin,  or  even  bound  apprentice 
tea  surgeon  at  Aiaccio,  instead  of  going  to  the  Ecole  Militaire  ? 
As  he  is  the  first  general,  so  would  he  nave  been  the  first  pbysi*- 
cian  in  the  world  $  and  bis  skill, exercised  in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  might 
have  saved  as  many  lives  as,  in  the  field,  it  has  cost  his  German 
adversaries. 

^^  f 

But  of  all  the  popular  errors,  that  which  interests  our  author 
most,  is  the  esteem  in  which  it  would  appear  that  German  physi* 
cians  are  held  in  France.    **  The  time  is  not  yet  far  distant^  sinoe^ 
to  speak  bad  French,  Germaniser^  was  at  Paris  an  almost  infallible 
means  to  succeed  as  a  physician. "    How  absurd  to  prefer  learn- 
ing to  iad !    Then  wc  are  told  that  the  Germans  are  so  cold  and 
caikulating  a  people,  and  yet  the  most  susceptible  of  any  of  seduc- 
tion, entrainement  and  enthusiasm:  Van  Helmont,  Stahl,  and 
Hoffinann  wrote  in  Germany.    It  was  there  the  Free  Masons^ 
Roscicrucians,  and  Illuminati  flourished.     There  the  dogmas  of 
the  Romish  Church  were  first  disputed ;  and  tliere  LeibnitZj, 
Wolf,  Swedenborg,  Kant»  and  Lavater,  were  born.     When,  to 
all  tliesc  irrefragaSe  arguments,  we  add,  that  even  in  the  times 
of  Tacitus,  Ausjnda  soriesque  tU  qui  maxime  observant ^  ivbo  can 
hesitate  to  adopt  our  author's  conclusions,  that  "  this  disposition,' 
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so  remarkable  in  the  minds  of  the  German  physicians,  and  men 
of  science,  depends  upon  climate; "  and  that  the  Italians  and  the 
English,  whom  our  author  is  pleased  to  compliment  as  the  real 
rivals  of  his  countrymen,  are,  as  weO  as  the  French,  much  su- 
perior to  the  odious  Germans,  in  all  the  departments  of  science, 
art,  and  literature. 

We  have  already  mentioned,  that  M.  Richerand  has  eked  out 
his  volume  with  an  appendix,  consisting  of  paradoses.  Our  read- 
ers w^It  naturally  imagine  that  they  are  at  least  medical  paradoxes, 
of  which,  even  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  term,  there  is 
no  deficiency,  and  from  which,  in  our  author's  interpretation, 
truths  which  may  be  disputed^  we  scarcely  know  a  medical  opinion 
to  be  excluded.  But  M.  Richerand's  paradoxes  have  nothing  to 
do  with  medicine,  and  must  have  been  inserted  here  either  to  swell 
the  volume  to  a  proper  size,  or  becaose  he  thought  tliem  very 
clever.  Our  readers  shall  judge  for  themselves.  They  are  as 
follows.  No  writer  of  comedies  has  excelled  except  in  depicting 
hi«  own  character.  It  is  owing  to  the  perfection  of  their  lan- 
guage, th^t  the  Fitnch  have  subjugated  Europe.  The  prodigious 
vanity  of  the  French  character,  is  the  reason  why  they  nave  nsver 
produced  a  good  historian,  but  excel'  in  writing  memoirs,  in 
which  each  author  is  the  hero  of  his  tale.  The  authors  of  the 
nineteenth  century  are  decidedly  superior  to  their  predecessors  in 
only  one  species  of  composition,  tne  art  of  writing  gazettes ! 
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Essai  sur  Les  Maladies  et  les  Lesions  Organiques  du  Cceitr  et  dts 
Gros  Vaisseaux  /  extraU  des  ZtCfons  CUnigues  de  J.  N.  Corvi- 
SART,  Premier  Medecin  de  PEmperevat^  4*^.  4*^.  Public  sous 
ses  yeux,  par  C.  E.  Horeau,  M.  D.,  Ghirurgien  des  Infirmerie 
et  Maison  de  TEmpereur  et  Roi.  a  Paris,  1806.   8vo.  pp.  48>. 

ORGAN  ic  diseases  of  the  heart  appear  to  be  of  far  more  frequent 
occurrence  than  is  generally  suspected.  It  is  even  asserted 
by  the  author  of  the  excellent  essay  now  before  us,  that,  in  tlie 
course  of  his  multiplied  observations  and  dissections,  in  public  and 
in  private,  he  has  met  with  these  diseases  far  oftener  than  organic 
lesions  of  any  other  viscus  whatever. 

The  symptoms  to  which  organic  afTectioiK  of  the  heart  give 
rise,  are  in  many  instances  so  equivocal,  and  their  analysis  and 
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diagnods  so  dilScuk  and  obscure^  that  there  is  reason  to  suppose 
they  are  often  overlooked  or  misunderstood;  and  that  physicians 
not  yery  profoundly  instructed  in  pathological  anatomy,  may  have 
registered  as  examples  of  asthma,  hydrotborax,  or  other  sup- 
posed  idiopathic  diseases  cases  which  were  truly  symptomatic  of 
disorganization  of  the  heart 

The  work  of  our  ingenious  countryman,  Mr  Bums,  has  al- 
ready passed  our  review,  and  received  our  highest  approbation, 
as  clearing  the  way  to  a  more  accurate  discrimination  of  the  dis« 
eases  of  the  heart.  And  the  Essay  of  G>rvi$art,  which  has  more 
lately  reached  us,  though  of  earlier  puUication,  introduces  the 
reader  to  a  veir  intimate  acquaintance  with  this  most  interesting 
branch  of  morbid  anatomy,  which  he  has  enriched  by  a  gneat 
number  of  original  observations. 

Before  giving  any  account  of  these,  it  appears  necessary  to  in-> 
form  our  readers,  that,  besides  the  inferences  which  may  be  col- 
lected from  the  comparison  and  analysis  of  the  symptoms  which 
attend  the  different  cases,  our  author,  in  forming  his  diagnosis, 
places  much  confidence  in  the  intbrmation  obtained  from  the  per* 
cussion  of  the  thorax,  in  the  way  recommended  by  Aucnbrug- 

ir.    This  consists  in  striking  the  different  parts  of  the  chest  with 

e  ends  of  the  fingers.  If  me  lungs  be  sound,  and  if  the  cnvity 
of  the  thorax  be  occupied  by  no  foreign  body,  solid  or  fluid,  the 
sound  occasioned  by  this  percussioi\  nas  beenVompared  (with 
some  exaggeration  mdeed),  to  that  of  an  empty  barrel ;  on  the 
contrary,  when  a  solid  or  liquid  body  occupies  any  part  of  the 
thoracic  cavity,  the  side  of  the  thorax,  or  that  part  of  it  so  occu* 
pied,  eives  a  ouller  sound,  compared  to  that  yieldedon  strikingthe 
thi^h  m  the  same  manner.  Such,  says  Mr  Corvisart,  is  the  pre- 
cision of  this  method,  that  I  have  often  determined,  with  great 
exactness,  the  degree  of  dilatation  of  the  heart,  by  measuring  it, 
as  it  were,  upon  the  extent  of  the  chest  over  which  the  percus- 
sion yidded  no  sound,  or  only  an  obscure  one :  often,  after  the 
death  of  the  subject,  I  have  verified  the  fidelity  of  my  diagnos- 
tic, established  by  means  of  this  percussion. 

The  6rder  in  which  the  different  diseases  of  the  heart  arc  ar- 
ranged in  this  essay,  is  t^iat  pointed  out  by  the  varieties  of  struc- 
ture. The  first  class  comprehends  the  diseases  of  the  membra* 
nous  covering  of  the  heart. 

Pericarditis,  or  inflammation  of  tlie  pericardium,  and  mem- 
brane immediately  covering  the  heart,  is  very  commonly  compli- 
cated with  inflammation  ol  other  thoracic  viscera,  but  sometimes 
exists  without  sucli  complication.  In  some  cases,  the  attack  is 
at  the  firht  violent,  and  its  course  and  termination  rapid.     lit 
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other  cases,  its  invasion  is  insensible,  its  progress  insidious  anil 
obscul*e,  and  its  termination  very  slow.  From  his  observations, 
M.  Corvisart  has  distinguished  three  varieties  of  the  disease,  the 
acute,  subacute,  and  chronic.  The  acute  is  that  which  is  most 
commonly  complicated  with  other  inflammations  within  the  chest. 
The  subacute  differs  from  it,  chiefly  in  its  symptoms  being  more 
distinct,  and  its  course  somewhat  less  rapid.  In  the  begmning, 
a  severe  and  burning  pain  is  felt  in  the  region  of  the  heart ;  tlie 
respiration  is  high  anu  disturbed;  the  pulse  frequent,  hard,  and 
seldom  irregular;  the  cheeks,  but  especially  the  left  one,  arc  dif- 
fused with  a  lively  red.  About  the  tnird  or  fourth  day  from  the 
invasion,  the  countenance  is  changed  to  an  expression  of  pro* 
found  distress  and  irritation ;  there  is  a  constant  and  inexpressi* 
ble  anxiety,  and  pontinual  agitation  ;  the  breathing  is  high,  la* 
borious,  and  interrupted  ;  slight  palpitations  and  faintiiigs  oc- 
cur; the  pulse,  which|  f'.uring  the  three  or  lour  firtt  days,  was 
hard,  sufficiently  full  and  regular,  now  becomes  small,  frequent, 
concentrated,- and  irregular ;  and,  at  last,  as  the  disease  ap- 
proaches its  fatal  termination,  it  is  small,  soft,  intermittent,  al« 
most  insensible,  and  very  irr^lar. 

The  history  of  chronic  peri&rditis  is  still  more  obscure.  The 
disease  is  most  commonly  complicated  )vith  some  affection  of  the 
lieart  itself,  or  niith  hydrothorax,  &c.;  complications  which  in- 
crease the  difficulty  of  our  diagnosis.  In  one  case  related,  the 
breathing  was  short,  frequent,  and  anxious;  the  motions  of  the 
heart  were  subject  to  great  variations,  and  accompanied  with  a 
sort  of  obscure  jarring  or  noise ;  the  pulse  was  by  turns  regular, 
irregular,  and  mtermittcnt ;  the  patient  slept  a  good  deal,  but 
Irai)  ofien  disturbed  by  dreams;  he  lay  on  his  left  side  with  diffi- 
culty, and  preferred  lying  on  his  .back. 

Adhesion  of  the  pericardium  to  thie  heart  is  a  consequence  of 
the  preceding  inflammation,  and  often  exists  with  other  organic 
afiections.  The  symptoms  are  accordingly  various  in  dillerent  ca- 
ses, and  the  diagnosis  is  therefore  extremely  uncertain.  Amongst 
other  signs,  are  enumerated,  as  'the  most  common,  sudden  flush- 
.  ings  of  tne  face,  occasioned  by  tfie  disturbed  action  of  the  heart ; 
a  oisagreeable  sensation  of  dragging  in  the  region  of  tb.e  heart; 
because  the  organ  is  drawii  ddwnwards  by  the  diapliragm,  to 
which  it  ^dheres ;  respiration  high,  frequent,  and  oppressed  by 
the  slightest  exertion  of  the  body ;  faintings,  irregularity  of  the 
pulsie.  What  more  particularly  serves  to  distinguish  this  disease, 
Kays  our  author,  is  the  absence  of  strong  palpitations,  so  common 
jn  almost  every  other  organic  affection  of  the  heart.  But  when 
the  heart  adheres  to  the  pericardium,  it  is  bound  dovvn>  and  ha> 
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not  room  to  perform  those  violent  and  extraordinaiy  actions, 
which  constitute  palpitations.  Its  contractions  arc  irr^^ular, 
hut  dull,  profound,  obscure,  and  imperfect,  rather  than  violent 
and  extraordinary. 

Dropsy  of  the  pericardium. — Those  who  Inbonr  under  this 
disease,  have  commonly  a  bloated  c6untenance  and  livid  lips, 
'iliey  experience  a  painful  anxiety,  or  distressing  weight  about  the 
reypon  of  tlie  heart,  and  a  difficulty  in  breathing,  which  threatens 
KufTocstion,  when  they  attempt  the  horizontal  posture.  They 
are  often  liable  to  faintings,  more  rarely  to  palpitations.  I'he 
)ml%ei8  small,  weak,  frequent,  concentrated,  and  irregular.  In 
»ipplying  the  hand  over  the  region  of  the  heart,  tumultuous  and 
ol)scure  beatings  are  perceived,  as  if  communicatetl  through  a 
M>ft,  or  rather  fluid  medium,  interposed  between  the  heart  and 
the  parietes  of  the  thorax.  The  sonnd  which  is  yielded  on  pf  r* 
i-ussion  is  obscure,  or  even  imperceptible  at  the  anterior  uiid  left 
vide,  over  an  extent  of  surface  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  di- 
liitation  of  the  pericardium.  In  some  coses,  the  left  bide  of  the 
Thorax  is  higher,  rounder,  and  more  prominent  than  the  right 
side.  When  the  disease  has  continued  long,  the  strength  of  the 
patient  is  depressed  ;  die  lower  extremities  become  cedeinatous, 
and  sometimes  a  blight  degree  of  swelling  is  observable  on  the 
ieft  side  of  the  chest.  In  one  case,  our  author  was  able  to  per* 
ceive  distinctly  the  undulation  of  water  when  his  hand  was  ap* 

EUed  over  the  region  ef  the  heart.  Another  observation,  which 
e  has  twice  made,  and  considers  as  a  pretty  decisive  sign  of  the 
existence  of  water  in  the  pericardium,  is,  the  extent  of  sur- 
iace  in  which  the  beating  ot  the  heart  can  be  perceived.  When 
the  heart  floats  freely  in  water,  distending  greatly  the  periour* 
dium,  its  action  may  be  felt  in  diflerent  pomts  of  a  pretty  exten- 
bive  circle. 

The  next  class  of  diseases  includes  those  of  tlie  muscular  sub* 
stance  of  the  heart.  The  principal  disease  to  which  the  muscu* 
lar  structure  of  this  organ  is  liable,  is  aneurism,  or  dilatation  of 
the  heart,  of  which  he  distinguishes  two  species,  the  active  and 
passive.  In  active  aneurism  the  heart  is  dilated,  its  substance 
is  thickened,  and  the  force  of  its  action  is  increased. 

In  passive  aneurism,  the  heart  is  equally  dilated,  but  its  parie- 
tes have  becottie  thinner,  and  its  force  is  weakened.  The  cause 
of  these  aneurisms  appears  to  be  in  general  some  obstacle  at  the 
orifices  of  its  cavities,  or  of  the  large  blood-vessels,  opposing  the 
nirrent  of  blood.  Contraction,  or  imperfect  obliteration  of  the 
right  ventriculo-auricular  orifice,  for  example,  is  followed  by 
xncurisni  of  the  right  auricle.     Similar  changes  of  the  orifice  of 
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the  pulmonary  artery,  and  almost  aU  the  acute  and  dironic 
eases  of  the  lungs,  opposing  the  passage  of  the  blood  from  the 
right  yentricle,  uill  occasion  aneurism  of  the  right  auricle  and 
ventricle*  Any  obstacle  at  the  left  ventriculo- auricular  orifice, 
will  produce  aneurism  of  the  right  auricle  and  ventricle,  and  of 
the  left  auricle.  Any  disease  of  the  aortic  valves  may  give  rise 
to  aneurism  of  all  the  cavities  of  the  heart. 

When  such  obstacles  exist,  the  heart,  with  its  usual  exertions, 
cannot  disburthen  itself  of  the  blood  sent  to  it.  In  the  case  of 
active  aneurism,  it  seems  to  have  acquired  substance  and  force, 
in  consequence  of  continued  increased  action,  just  as  the  muscles 
of  the  extremities  acquire  size  and  strength  by  use.  In  passive 
aneurism,  again,  the  fibres  of  the  heart  seem  to  have  yielded 
through  weakness  t«  constant  distension,  in  like  manner,  sa3s 
our  author,  as  the  bladder  becomes  distended  in  the  case  of  re- 
tention of  urine. 

After  having  considered  all  the  circumstances  illustrative  of  this 
general  pathology,  he  proceeds,  in  distinct  sections,  to  give  Lis* 
tones  and  examples  of  the  diftercnt  varieties  of  aneurisms  of  the 
heart. 

Examples  of  active  aneurism,  affecting  all  tlie  cavities,  and 
whole  substance  of  the  heart,  ar/e  very  rare,  though  the  case  does 
sometimes  occur.  But  generally,  dilatation,  with  increased 
thickness,  and  strength,  is  confined  to  a  single  cavity,  or  to  one 
side  of  the  heart*  By  far  the  most  frequent  variety  of  this  spe- 
cies of  aneurism,  is  Uiat  in  which  the  left  ventricle  is  thickened 
and  enlarged  ;  the  reasons  for  which  seem  to  be,  that  the  ob- 
struction of  the  aortic  valves,  is  more  common  than  that  of  those 
of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  that  this  ventricle  is  naturally 
stronger  and  thicker  than  the  other.  When  the  left  ventricle  is 
affected  with  active  aneurism,  it  is  pot  uncommon  to  find  the 
right  ventricle  a|fected  with  passive  dilatation.  Active  aneurisms 
or  the  right  ventricle  are  much  seldomer  met  with ;  and  the  oc- 
currence of  this  species,  in  either  of  tlie  auricles,  is  still  more 
rare.  Examples  of  all  tliese  varieties,  however,  are  occasional- 
ly met  with. 

Passive  aneurism,  or  simple  dilatation  without  increase  of  sub- 
stance, is  sometimes,  though  not  often,  found  afitfcting  at  once  all 
the  cavities  of  the  heart,  and  appears  always  to  have  for  its  came, 
contraction,  or  some  analogous  affection  of  the  aortic  orifice. 
More  commonly,  however,  the  disease  is  less  general.  The 
most  frequent  seat  of  passive  aneurism  is  the  right  auricle ; — 
the  right  ventricle  is  sometimes  alone  dilated ;  but  in  by  far  tlic 
^eater  proportion  of  cases,  it  is  found  to  bo  conjoined  with  pas* 
;»ive  aneurism  of  ilie  auricle  of  the  same  side.    Pa&bive  diUitJition 
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of  the  left  aurick,  is  the  least  common  of  all  the  v.imties  of  this 
disease.  It  is  even,  according  to  our  author's  observatioui  more 
rarely  met  with  than  passive  aneurism  of  the  corresponding  ven- 
tricle. 

In  enumerating  the  symptoms  produced  by  aneurisms  of  the 
heart  in  general, lie  thinks  it  convenient,  if  not  necessary,  to  dis* 
tinguish  three  different  stwes  of  tlie  disease,  and  to  class  the 
signs  as  they  appear  externally, — ^as  they  are  observed  in  the  func- 
tions of  the  brain,  in  the  circulation,  in  respiration,  in  digestion, 
and  in  the  secretions  and  excretions. 

In  the  Ist  stage,  the  countenance  is  little  altered,  but  the  face 
is  liable  to  frequent  vivid  flushes  of  heat ;  the  limbs  yet  preserve 
their  form  and  appearance  of  vigour,  but  the  patients  are  easily 
fatigued.  The  thorax  sounds  well  on  percii^*sion,  but  there  is  of- 
ten  a  painful  feeling  about  the  heart ;  the  pa  ti^'nt  is  subject  to  head- 
achs  and  vertigo;  hot  vapours  seem  to  mount  from  the  chest  to 
the  brain;  and  he  is  impatient,  melancholy  and  irascible.  PaU 
pitations  are  more  or  less  frequent  and  distinct ;  the  heart  beats 
within  its  natural  limits ;  the  pulse  is  differently  affected  in  dit* 
fcreut  cases.  The  respiration  is  somewhat  fhort,  and  easily  af- 
fected on  exertions  of  any  kind ;  the  patient  is  easily  affected  by 
cold,  and  his  catarrhs  and  coughs  are  obstinate ;  the  cough  is 
then  hard  and  dry,  the  expectoration  difficult,  viscous,  some^ 
times  saoguinolent.  There  is  very  commonly  a  feeling  of  con- 
striction about  the  throat.  The  functions  of  digestion  are  but 
little  decayed ;  the  bowels  are  costive ;  the  secretions  and  excre^ 
tions  are  scarcely  disturbed. 

In  the  2d  stage,  the  face  is  puffed,  the  cheeks  and  lips  are  of 
a  lively  red  colour,  bordering  on  violet — the  form  is  less  plump, 
— the  feet  and  limbs  become  oadematous  towards  night,— the 
chest  sounds  well  excepting  over  the  heait,  where  httle  or  no 
sound  is  yielded  on  percussion — the  attacks  of  vertigo  are  more 
frequent,  and  sometimes  are  followed  by  faintings — the  constric- 
tion of  the  throat  is  severe,  and  resembles  the  globus  hystericus ; 
sleep  is  interrupted  by  frightful  dreams ;  the  mind  is  unhappy, 
versatile,  and  irritabfc ;  the  palpitations  are  stronger  and  more 
freqaent ;  and  the  beating  of  the  heart  can  be  felt  over  a  larger 
space;  often  is  felt  in  the  right  side,  and  in  the  epigastrium.  The 
pulse  in  active  aneurism  is  nard,  vibrator^*,  frequent,  and  some- 
times contracted  ;  in  passive  dilatation  it  is  sod,  frequent,  wcak^ 
and  easily  compressed.  In  either  case  it  presents  occasionally  ir- 
regularities ;  the  breathing  is  now  much  affected,  the  inspirations 
are  deep  and  incessantly  renewed ;  the  patient  can  hardly  breathe 
horizontally  ;  lie  sits  up,  and  leans  forward  for  ease ;  the  cough 
is  strong  and  frcqucijt  j  spitting  of  b]ood  is  far  from  uncommon ; 
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tlie  desire  of  food  may  continue,  but  he  is  subject  to  vomitinjr, 
and  other  symptoms  of  indigestion,  and  sometimes  to  diarrhoea ; 
the  urinary  secretion  is  occasionally  diminished.  The  extremi- 
ties are  more  atid  more  ocdcuiutous ;  other  dropsical  appearances 
are  common. 

In  the  ?>A  st^e,  the  face  is  more  tumid  and  oedematous ;  the 
h'ps,  cheeks  ana  nose  are  blue,  violent  and  livid ;  violet-coloured 
5jtripes  are  sometimes  observed  on  the  breast  and  belly ;  the  ex- 
trcmit ies  are  chilly.  We  ea^^ily  perceive, on  striking  the  chest ,  from 
the  want  of  sound,  that  it  is  occupied  by  a  solid  body ;  by  per- 
cussion, our  author  has  traced  the  extent  of  the  dihtation  over 
the  space  which  gave  no  sound.  The  patient  is  dull  and  weak, 
sleeps  scarcely  any,  -and  is  suddenly  roused  with  terror  and  sense 
of  suffocation  ;  he  is  tormented  with  contiiiual  anxiety  and  de- 
spair ;  sometimes  he  is  delirious.  On  applying  the  hand  over  the 
region  of  the  heart,  instead  of  feeling  its  ordinary  beating,  we 
frequently  can  only  perceive  a  sort  of  trembling,  a  profound  and 
obscure  tumult,  im  jx)ssible  to  describe,  but  having  no  resemblance 
to  ordinary  pulsations.  The  piilse  is  small,  frequent,  unequal,  in- 
termittent, insensible,  and  thready ;  the  veins,  especially  those  of 
the  neck,  are  swelled ;  the  respiration  is  suffocative ;  the  inspira- 
tions are  forced  and  difficult ;  cough  frequent,  and  conTulsiTe ; 
expectoration  sauguinolent,  sometimes  purulent;  the  appetite  and 
digestion  are  destroyed;  in  some  there  is  diarrhoea;  in  others  ob- 
stinate costiveness ;  urine  commonly  tliick,  high-coloured,  and  in 
small  quantity ;  sometimes,  however  it  will  flow  more  abundant- 
ly, and  then  all  the  symptoms  are  even  in  this  stage  considerably 
relieved  for  a  while ;  again  it  is  suppressed,  oedema  increases,  th^ 
ca\dticsbecomedropsical.  When  tlie  disease  runs  through  all  these 
stages,  tlie  death  df  the  patient  is  gradual  and  slow ;  sometimes, 
however,  it  is  preceded  by  convulsions;  on  the  contrary,  when  the 
patient  dies  before  the  disease  has  exceeded  the  second  stage,  the 
fatal  moment  is  always  sudden  and  unexpected ;  it  takes  place 
when  rising  up,  when  drinking,  or  when  conversing. 

Such  are  the  general  symptoms  of  aneurism  of  the  heart ;  the 
distinguished  signs  of  active  and  passive  aneurism  are  next  in  or- 
der to  be  considered.  Here,  it  is  observed,  that  a  sanguine  tem- 
perament, robust  constitution,  and  the  vigour  of  age,  are  the  prc- 
disnosing  circumstances^of  the  former  species ;  and  lymphatic,  ca- 
cochymic  temperament,  and  weak  constitution,  of  the  second  kind 
of  aneurism.  2dly,  That  active  aneurism  is  commonly  the  con- 
sequence of  some  violent  and  sudden  exertion,  or  of  immoderate 
exercise,  as  in  running,  wrestling,  raising  great  weights  and  the 
like,  or  in  singing,  blowing  wind  instruments,  &c.j  while  pas- 
sive aneurism  is  more  frequently  the  consequence  of  debility,  ol' 
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chronic  diaeases,  of  pulmonary  and  oMier  obstructions  to  the 
free  circulation  of  the  blood.  Sdly,  That  in  active  aneurism, 
the  face  is  full  and  high- coloured,  »nd  tlieeyc^  injected,  while  in 
passive  aneurism,  the  countenance  is  pale  aiul  fatigued,  thounrh 
sometimes  of  a  violet  colour.  4th,  Tliat  in  active  aneurism,  the 
pulsations  of  the  heart  are  abnipt,  dry,  violent,  and  often  apparent 
to  the  sight ;  and  in  passive  aneurism^  they  are  fee!)!?,  blower, 
and  give  to  the  hand  the  impression  of  a  solt  bo<]y  elevating  the 
ribs,  and  not  that  dry  hard  stroke  yielded  iu  the  otlier  species. 
5th,  That  in  active  aneurism,  the  pulse  is  frequent,  hard,  strong, 
and  vibratory ;  but  in  passive  aneurism,  it  u  weak,  soft,  and 
easily  compressible.  Gtli,  That  ia  the  former,  percu^sicm  of  the 
thorax  gives  qr  obscure  sound  in  a  less  extended  upnce,  because 
tlie  dilatation  is  genemliy  less  considerable  than  in  the  Inttcr. 

There  are  no  very  decisive  signs  by  which  aneurism  of  the  right 
nay  be  distinguished  from  aneurism  of  the  left  side  of  the  hcait. 
In  aneurisms  of  the  right  side,  however,  it  is  observetl,  that  the 
pulmonary  circulation  is  earlier  and  more  deranged  ;  the  breath- 
ing ii  more  alTectcd ;  a  spitting  of  blood  is  more  common  ;  and 
tlie  face  is  more  of  a  violet  or  livid  colour.  And  the  following 
obsenrations,  though  each  taken  singly  throws  little  light  on  the 
diagnostic,  vet  taken  together  render  it  highly  probable,  that  the 
right  side  of  the  heart  is  most  affected :  such  are  remarkable  pul- 
sation o(  the  jugular  veins ;  the  heart  felt  beating  in  the^'ight 
side;  and  regukuity  of  the  pulse,  showing  that  the  aortic  circu- 
latk>u  is  firee:  for  in  aneurisms  of  tlie  left  side  of  the  heart,  the 
phenomena  of  the  disease  are  most  remarkable  in  the  larger  cir- 
culation ;  the  face  iu  the  begiiming  ia  less  livid,  and  rather  of  a 
vivid  red. 

Tlie  next  affection  of  the  heart,  noticed  by  our  author,  is  t»« 
dwatian  of  its  muscular  texttnc.  In  active  aneurism,  there  is  in* 
crease  of  sul>stance,  but  the  fibres  preserve  their  contractility  and 
l>]iability.  In  this  affection,  however,  which  he  has  more  than 
once  met  v«'ith,  the  fibre&  are  more  rigid  than  natural,  and  have 
lost,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  their  contractile  power.  In  one 
case,  the  lieart,  when  opened,  instead  of  collapsmg,  looked  like 
a  fleshy  box,  and  when  struck,  sounded  like  a  trumpet,  *'  de 
mcmc  que  si  Ton  eut  frapp^  une  espece  de  corneL  **  In  another, 
the  parietes  of  the  heart  also  preserved  the  shape  of  its  cavities, 
and  were  sufficiently  hard  to  resist  compression,  and  to  yield  a 
sound  when  cut  with  the  scalpeL 

lliis  elasticity,  this  property  of  giving  sound,  did  not  depend 
on  any  conversion  of  the  muscular  iSbre  into  cartilage  or  bone, 
or  any  ihin^  isiniiiar  ;  and  yet,  in  cutting  it,  the  scalpel  expcri- 
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enced  an  untisual  resistance,  and  prodaeed  a  siogolar  crmitBt* 
inff  sound.  Tlie  symptoms  of  this  disease  are  not  very  aistiii- 
cuisliabie  from  those  of  active  aneurismi  especiallv  in  the  ear« 
licr  stages.  The  pulse  appeared  to  have  been  small,  weak,  and 
almost  insensible,  although  strong  and  tumttltuous  throbbings 
were  perceived  in  the  region  of  the  heart. 

Tratufmmation  of  the  muiodar  texture  into  cartilaginous  atid 
osseous  sub&tan€e»-^In  one  case,  a  great  part  of  the  heart  had  be- 
come cartilaginous*  The  columnae  carncee  had  aU  the  proper* 
ties  of  cartilage- 
Bony  matter  is  often  found  in  the  heart — In  one  case,  the 
left  ventricle  was  wholly  petrified,  and  the  columnae  camcae  re* 
semblcd  stalactites.  All  these  changes,  more  or  less  complete, 
prevent  the  due  and  regular  contraction  of  the  heart.  The  sIow« 
ness,  the  weakness,  and  almost  total  extinction  of  the  pulse  ob- 
servable in  the  individuals  attacked  with  this  disease,  show  that 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  is  only  impeded ;  weakened,  but  not 
destroyed.  The  ossification  is  never  complete  over  llie  whole 
heart. 

Conversion  of  the  muscular  texture  into  fatty  substance. — Se- 
veral observations,  and  particularly  those  of  Haller  and  Vicq  d'- 
Azyr,  testify  the  ocnaversion  of  the  muscular  texture  izito  fat,  in 
the  extremities.  Modern  anatcmiats,  we  are  informed,  have  dis- 
covered the  same  degeneration  in  the  muscular  substance  of  the 
heart,  though  such  an  occurrence  has  not  come  under  our  au- 
thor's immediate  observation.  The  heart  is  often  found  enve- 
loped in  an  immense  coating  of  fat;  but  these  cases  are  quite 
different* 

The  third  class  of  organic  affections  of  the  heart,  amipre- 
httids  those  of  the  tendinous  or  fibrous  structure^  as  contraction, 
thickening,  induration,  and  ossification  of  the  valves,  straitening 
the  orifices  of  the  cavities  of  the  heart,  and  of  the  large  vess^ 
connected  with  it.  Besides  the  more  common  examples  of  these, 
Corvisart  has  met  with  some  cases  of  what  he  calls  vegetations  of 
the  valves;  certain  soft  irregular  excrescences,  resembling  some 
venereal  crested  and  cauliflowered-like  tumors,  and  which,  when 
met  with,  attached  to  the  valves  of  the  heart,  he  seems  to  have 
some  suspicion  might  have  proceeded  from  a  syphilitic  taint* 

The  following  is  tlie  description  of  one  of  these : — The  greater 
part  of  the  mitral  valve,  which  is  opposite  to  the  aortic  orifice, 
was  not  attached  by  tendinous  filaments  to  the  columnae  cameee; 
and  at  its  floating  and  detached  edge,  were  suspended  several 
kinds  of  irrpgiilar  long  vegetations,  much  resembling  certain  ?c- 
nereal  excrescences.  I'hcse  seemed  to  be  particular  degenera- 
tions of  the  tendinous  filaments,  detachc^  froui  the  columnae  car- 
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nes.  AdmilaryegetatkmvBsobsemdonoMofd^^ 
valves^  and  about  an  inch  square  of  the  left  part  of  the  auridet 
close  to  the  ventricnkr  orifice,  was  granulated,  roucfh  to  the  touchy 
and  resend>ied  somewhat  in  its  appearance  the  def^eneration  of 
the  vahres.  In  examining  the  sexual  organs,  the  cicatrix  of 
pretty  large  chancres  was  observed  on  the  glans  penis* 

The  symptoms  by  which  induration,  ossification,  or  degenera- 
tion of  the  vahres  of  the  right  side  of  the  heart  may  be  known, 
are  more  obscure  than  those  which  occur  in  similar  obirtnictions 
of  the  left  orifices :  and  in  both  cases,  the  symptoms  are  ^ene* 
rally  complicated  with  those  of  aneurisms  of  the  heart,  the  com- 
mon coDseiiuence  of  those  obstructions  at  the  auricular  and  ven- 
tricular  orifices. 

The  increase  of  symptoms,  however,  may  enable  us  to  dis* 
tinguisfa  contractions  of  the  right  orifices;  the  bloated  appearance 
of  the  face;  the  signs  of  venous  congestion,  and  particulariy  in 
the  liver;  die  oppression  of  the  breathing,  with  all  the  ordinary 
symptoms  of  dilatation  of  the  right  side  ai  the  heart,  occurring 
with  a  more  irr^ular  pulse  than  is  common  in  uncomplicatra 
dilatation,  render  it  highly  probable,  that  the  right  orifices  are 
contracted* 

When  the  aortic  orifice  is  obstructed  by  ossification,  or  other 
disease  of  the  semilunar  valves,  the  pulse  is  never  very  full  or 
regular.  This  constant  irregularity,  often  increased  by  the  fi-e- 
quency  and  force  of  the  palpitations,  will  ahvays,  he  thinksi,  be 
sufficient,  when  taken  ak>ng  with  the  other  symptoms  of  diseased 
heart,  to  distinguish  with  precision  the  altered  state  of  the  valves. 
Under  the  fourth  class,  or  afiections  of  different  structui^  of 
tb^heart,  are  arranged  several  cases  and  observations  on  cardi- 
tis; on  rupture  of  the  heart;  on  rupture  of  the  columnse  cameai^, 
and  valvuuir  tendons;  pn  tomors  of  the  heart,  and  other  preter« 
natural  structures  of  the  organ;  and  on  suppuration,  ulceration^ 
and  gangrene,  as  terminations  of  carditis. 

These  dbservations  are  rather  desultory,  not  very  instructive^ 
and  do  not  admit  of  abridgement. 

The  ^h  dass  comprehends  aneurisms  of  the  aorta,  which  he 
continues,  notwithstanding  the  observations  of  Scarpa,  to  con« 
stder  as  of  two  kinds :  the  true,  in  which  all  the  coats  of  the  arte- 
ry are  dili^ed,  and  the  false,  which  he  deems  the  more  rare  of 
the  two,  in  which  one  of  the  coats  is  broken  or  torn,  and  the 
cdlidar  alone  dilated.  The  formation  of  the  latter  species  of 
aneurism,  he  thinks  far  from  being  satisfactorily  explained ;  and 
from  some  observations  he  has  made,  he  is  disposed  to  question 
the  common  opinion,  commonly  held  on  this  subject,  that  the 
aneurismal  tumor,  formed  by  the  cellular  coat,  is  occasioned  dt- 


T3  Conisort  sto*  lc:i  Maladies  du  Cceur.  Jan. 

rectly  by  a  breach  in  the  other  arterial  coats,  and  consequent  ef* 
fusion  of  bloocl  into  the  external  covering  of  the  artery.  In  dis- 
secting the  body  of  a  man  at  the  Hopital  de  la  Charit^,  he  ob- 
serve(C  on  the  curvature  of  the  aorta,  a  small  tumor  of  the  size 
of  a  nut,  which  he  at  first  took  for  an  enlarged  bronchial  gland. 
It  was  covered  by  a  firm  membrane,  and  on  examination  turned 
out  to  be  a  fibrous  cyst,  adhering  intimately  by  its  base  to  the 
aorta,  and  containing  a  substance  of  a  deep  red  colour,  of  the 
consistence  of  suet,  very  similar  to  the  old  coagulated  blood 
which  adheres  to  the  interior  parietes  of  the  aneurismal  sacs. 
^  He  consequently  suspected  that  this  cyst  communicated  with 
the  cavity  of  the  aorta ;  but  no  such  communication,  he  says, 
could  be  found;  yet,  on  the  opening  of  the  aorta,  he  observed  a 

frcyisfa  livid  spot,  which  corresponded  to  the  basis  of  the  cyst. 
Vosecuting^he  dissection,  he  found  another  similar  tumor,  just 
above  the  trunk  of  the  cseliac  artery;  and  in  another  subject  he 
met  with  two  or  three  such  tumors  in  the  course  of  the  aorta, 
and  one  or  two  more  in  the  iliac  arteries.  Ndw,  the  appearances 
of  this  tumor  on  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  appear  to  us  precisely 
such  as  we  should  expect  in  the  early  stage  of  aneurbm,  accord- 
ing  to  the  theory  of  Scarpa ;  a  cellular  or  membranous  cyst,  con- 
taining coagulated  blood,  forming  a  round  tumor,  connected 
with  the  aorta;  and  the  livid  spot  obsenred  within  the  aorta,  and 
Gorrespondine  exadtiv  to  the  basis  of  this  tumor,  was,  we  afmre- 
hend,  really  tne  small  breach  in  its  internal  coats,  through  which 
the  small  tumor  had  been  filled.  Corvisart,  however,  has  viewed 
the  matter  in  a  very  different  light  He  is  inclined,  indeed,  to 
think  that  these  small  tumors  were  the  banning  of  aneurisms; 
but  he  infers,  from  their  appearances,  that  these  aneurisms,  far 
from  being- formed  from  witnin  outwards  by  the  dilatation  of  one 
or  more  of  the  arterial  coats,  are,  on  the  contrary,  formed  from 
without,  inwards,  by  the  erosion  of  these  coats ;  and  that  the 
aneurismal  cyst,  instead  of  being  ibrmed  by  the  dilatation  of  any 
of  these  coats,  is  wholly  formed  by  a  membranous  or  fibrous 
substance,  foreign  to  and  unproduced  by  the  artery. 

We  are  not  authorized  to  deny  the  existence  of  true  aneurism 
of  the  aorta,  aneurism  in  which  all  the  coats  of  the  artery  are  di- 
lated, so  as  to  form  the  aneurismal  tumor;  but  it  is  clear  to  us» 
that  the  notions  of  our  author  on  this  subject  are  far  from  deserv- 
ing praise,  and  that  almost  all  the  cases  be  has  related  as  exam> 
pies  of  true  aneurism,  were  in  truth  similar  to  all  we  have  seen, 
and  which  bore  ample  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of  Scarpa's  ob- 
servations, and  to  the  truth  of  his  pathology. 

The  last  division  of  this  essay  is  entitled  Corollaries,  and  con • 
tains  many  important  obf^ervations  on  the  causes,  symptoms,  pro*  . 
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grew,  prognostics,  and  treatment  of  organic  diseases  of  the  heart 
in  general. 

The  symptoms  to  which  these,  in  different  ca$es,  give  risp,  are 
related  at  considerable  length,  as  they  appear  in  all  the  functions 
of  the  body.  Without  following  our  author  tliroughout,  we  shall 
conclude  tnis  imperfect  sketch  of  his  essa^,  with  extracting  a  few 
of  his  observations  on  the  state  of  the  circulation. 

In  applying  the  band  over  the  region  of  the  heart,  we  perceive 
a  succession  of  unnatural  contractions  and  dilatations  of  that 
organ.  In  active  aneurisms,  its  pulsations  are  frequent,  strong, 
vigorous,  regular,  and  vibratory,  and  they  strike  tne  liond  witti 
violence  and  nardness.  In  passive  dilatations,  its  pulsations  arc 
softer  and  slower.  In  the  case  of  contraction  of  its  orifices  from 
induration  or  ossification  of  their  valves,  the  pulsations  are  ir- 
r^ular,  sometimes  stronger,  sometimes  weaker,  almost  always 
intermittent,  attended  with  undulations,  noise,  and  jarrings,  of 
which  it  is  impossible  to  describe  all  tlie  varieties :  when  the  mus- 
cular substance  of  the  heart  is  degenerated  into  fatty  or  osseous 
matter,  its  pulsations  are  weak,  slow,  and  generally  almost  in* 
sensible. 

The  pulse  gives  similar  indications.  In  active  aneurism  it  is 
Mrong,  hard,  and  vibratory  i  in  passive  aneurism,  weak  and 
soft;  and  in  ossification  or  induration  of  the  valves,  it  is  unequal, 
and  irregular.  If  Uicse  inec|ualitie8  and  irregularities  be  connect- 
ed with  Trequent  and  inordinate  force  of  the  pulse^  there  is  good 
reason  to  suspect  tlie  coexistence  of  active  aneurism,  with  a  con- 
tracted state  of  one  of  the  orifices ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the  pulse 
be  at  once  irregular,  soft,  and  weak,  there  is  probably  a  complica* 
tion  of  passive  aneurism,  and  valvular  obstruction.  If  to  theso 
different  signs  we  take  into  consideration  the  appearance  of  the 
countenance,  the  dyspnoea,  the  cough,  the  suffocation  remarked 
in  walking  or  in  ascending  heights,  the  disturbed  sleep  and  sud- 
den wakenings,  the  dropsical  occurrences,  &c.  we  possess  an 
abridged  butfaitliful  outline  of  the  general  and  pai'ticular  symp- 
toms of  the  principal  diseases  of  the  heart. 

<*  The  pulse  is  strong,  hard,  vibrating,  almost  always  frequent  and 
regular,  in  uncomplicated  active  aneurisms  of  the  heart;  soft,  slow, 
and  at  times  frequent,  regular,  and  compressible,  in  simple  passive 
aneurisms  ;  irregular,  unequal,  undulatory,  in  all  cases  of  permanent 
obstruction  of  the  orifices  of  tlie  heart ;  intermittent  and  irregular, 
by  intervals  only,  when  momentary  obstruction  is  produced  by  vege* 
tatioiis  or  mobile  concretions,  or  other  analogous  alterations ;  feeble 
and  scarcely  perceptible  in  indurations,  ossifications,  softness,  or  other 
degenerations  of  the  muscular  texture  of  the  heart ;  quick,  abrupt, 
almost  convulsive,  and  impossible  to  de<:crib^^  in  tlie  case  of  rupture 
of  one  or  more  of  tl*e  flerny  fasciculi. " 
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III. 

Disscrtatio  Inauguralis  de  Tsffectibus  Arsenici  in  Varios  Organise 
moSf  necnon  de  indiciis  quibusdam  veneficii  ab  Arsenico  iliati : 
Quam  praside,  C  F  Kielmayer  puUice  dtfendet^  Jan.  1808« 
Auctor  Georg.  Fried.  Jaeger^  Stattgardianus.  pp.  78.  8you 
Tubingfls. 

'\^E  have  not  seen  the  oripfinal  of  this  inaugaral  dissertation ; 

^^      but  a  very  full  analysis  of  it  has  bem  inserted  in  Gdilen's 

Chemical  and  Physical  Journal,  by  Dr  Siegwart,  which  contains 

several  original  observations,  worthy  of  being  generally  known* 

Dr  Jaeger  has  examined  the  effects  of  arsenic  on  all  classes  of 
living  organized  bodies,  vegetable  and  animal,  and  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  its  eff^ts  upon  a  girl  twelve  years  or  age, 
who  was  poisoned  b^  drinking  water  which  had  stood  upon  Sie 
black  oxide  of  arsenic  {c^AaUum  cfficinarum.) 

Most  of  his  experiments  were  made  with  a  solution  of  white 
oxide  of  arsenic  in  water,  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  sixteen,  or 
with  a  solution  of  arsenic  acid,  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  four. 
The  latter,  diluted  with  water,  operated  upon  all  organic  bodies 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  former,  but  more  quiddy  and  ob« 
viously. 

The  general  conclusions  which  he  has  drawn  from  his  experi- 
ments on  the  vegetable  kingdom  are,  that  arsenic  is  a  general 
and  pretty  quick  poison  for  plaAts  at  every  period  of  their  life, 
with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a  few  of  the  simplest  forms  of 
vegetable  existence ;  that  their  death  was  induced  by  means  of 
the  gradual  absorption  and  distribution  of  the  poison  by  the  ves- 
sels and  cellular  membrane,  so  that  the  parts  died  in  succession, 
as  the  particles  of  the  poison  reached  them ;  that  the  changes 
which  took  place  in  the  poisoned  plants,  were  the  consequence  of 
the  chemical  action  of  the  poison,  and  that  the  irritability  (of 
the  mimosa)  seemed  to  be  exhausted  before  general  death  de- 
stroyed the  whole  mnchine. 

The  author  found  arsenic  also  to  be  a  quick  and  destrnctive 
poison  to  animals,  when  applied  in  sufficient  doses,  and  to  a  pro- 
per organ.  The  death  was  preceded,  in  every  instance,  from  the 
infnsory  animalcula  up  to  man,  by  inordinate  motion^;  and  the 
secretion  of  lymph  was  increased  most  remarkably  from  the 
mucous  memoranes.  Frequent  fluid  stools  took  place  in  all 
classes  of  animals ;  in  those  in  which  mucus  is  secreted  on  the 
surface,  it  was  remarkably  increased,  and  crabs  ejected  a  great 
deal  of  froth  from  the  bronchial  openings.    The  power  of  volun* 
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tarv  motion  and  susceptibility  for  external  stimuli  decreiMecl,  as 
well  as  for  the  stimulus  ef  galvanism,  after  death}  the  respiratiou 
of  those  animals  which  breathe  by  lungs,  became  difficult  and 
laborious,  and  warm-blooded  animals  experienced  extraordinary 
thirst.     In  birds  and  mammalia,  frequent  and  violent  vomiting 
took  place,  and  commonly  was  the  commencement  of  the  scene, 
to  which  convulsions  put  an  end.    Rabbits,  however,  which  ru- 
minate, did  not  vomit.    In  other  respects,  our  author  did  not  dis*. 
cover  an]f  difference  either  in  the  mammalia  or  birds,  begreen, 
those  which  lived  on  animal  or  on  vegetable  food.    Dogs  and 
cats  gave  the  first  indication  of  their  uneasiness,  by  a  change  ia 
their  voice  ;  but  the  girl  already  mentioned  made  no  complaint 
of  pain»  not  even  when  she  was  asked  about  it.     She  retained  her 
senses  to  the  last,  knew  the  persons  around  her,  and  inquired  for 
what  she  wanted. 

Arsenic  exerted  the  most  powerful  effects,  when  it  was  inject- 
ed into  the  veins,  or  applied  to  a  bleeding  wound,  next,  when  it. 
was  introduced  into  the  stomach,  but  less  so  when  injected  into, 
the  large  intestines,  which  have  fewer  absorbing  vessels.  Applied 
to  the  sound  skip,  and  to  a  wounded  muscle,  if  dry,  it  seldom 
produced  any  effect;  and  animals  covered  with  scales  or  shells, 
did  not  sufier  at  all  from  the  external  application  of  arsenic, 
Applied  directly  to  the  nerves,  it  was  inert  Lastlv,  he  found 
that  animals  were  never  killed  more  certainly  or  quickly  by  ar- 
senic than  when  it  was  injected  into  the  abdomen,  but  upon 
this  he  lays  no  stress,  as  the  same  effects  were  produced  by  most 
infusions.  Younger  and  smaller  animals  died  sooner  than  sucli 
as  were  older  and  brger.  Birds,  notwithstanding  their  more 
irritable  nature,  were  iess*sensible  to  its  effects  than  amphibiaw 
A  female  faog,  during  copulation,  when  the  irritability  is  greatly 
increased,  was  insensible  to  a  do^e  which  killed  it  at  another 
time.  Tadpoles  died  sooner  than  frogs,  but  the  larvs  of  flies 
were  less  susceptible  than  the  perfect  insect. 

In  whatever  way  the  arsenic  was  applied,  Dr  Jaeger  observed 
after  death  no  change  upon  the  skin,  except  the  paleness,  ancl 
some  blue  spots  nine  nqurs  after  the  death,  upon  toe  girl  already 
mentioned.  The  gullet,  and,  in  birds,  also  crop,  exhibited 
generally  a  slight  redness,  then  further  down  purple- i*ed  stripes^ 
more  numerous  in  tiie  vicinity  of  the  cardia,  which,  as  well  as 
the  stomach  itself,  in  animals  having  a  soft  villous  coat  to  their 
stomachs,  was  sometimes  of  an  uniform  purple* red  colour,  and 
sometimes  spotted  with  it,  without  any  difference  from  the  mode 
f>f  applying  or  form  of  the  poison ;  but  the  n^uscular  stomach  of 
graminivorous  birds  showed  no  appearance  of  redness,  aud  in  the 
jij>oneurotic  portion  of  tlie  stoniach  of  a  hprse  poisoned  by  ar- 
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tfomCf  there  were  no  traces  of  inflammation,  which  was  otherwise 
general.  The  villous  coat  of  the  stomach  is  almost  always  sof- 
tened, and  as  if  macerated,  and  also  somewhat  swolleni  and  in 
general  it  can  be  easfFjr  torn  or  nibbed  off  in  pieces  with  the  finger 
from  the  coat  beneath  k.  The  inflammatory  redness  is  not  seat- 
ed in  the  villoHS  coat,,  which  remains  perfectly  white,  buti»  what 
b  called*  the  nervous  coat,  which  is  remarkably  red,  and  exhibits 
everywhere  purple^  red  warts  or  eminences;  bnt  the  author  often 
sftw^is  separation  of  the  villous  from  the  nervous  coat,  without 
any  inflammatory  redness  of  the  latter.  The^  changes  continue, 
thnu0h  in  a  less  de^ee,  thromrh  thesttafl  t^t&e  vidnity  of  the 
large  intesUnei,  wLh  is  in  general  free  from  tbem,  andonfy 
contains,  an  increased  quantity  of  effusecT  mtieus;.  but  Ac  rectum 
agafn  is  inflamed,  and  its  inner  coat  swolfen  and  softened.  These 
appearances  are  not  eonbtant,  and  are  very  various  in  degree. 
Thus,  our  author  discovered  no  traces  of  inflammation  in  the 
stomach  or  intestines  of  a  bird,  and  a  rabbit,  to  which  arsenic 
was  administered  by  the  mouth,  or  of  another  rabbit,  into  whose 
abdomen  it  was  injected. 

The  other  mucoas  membranes  were  less  generally  affected ;  but 
our  author  sometimes  fomidtbe  trachea  red  and  inflamed,  and 
in  one  instance,  the  urethra  of  a  dor.  The  serous  membranes, 
^hich  receive  less  blood  and  more  lymphatic  vessels,  are  little 
changed*  Our  author  never  observed  real  inflammation  of  tlic 
peritonseum ;  but  the  vessels,  and  especially  the  veins  of  that  part 
of  it  which  surround  the  intestines,  mesentefy,  and  omentum, 
were  always  turgid  with  stagnating  blood. 

The  voluntary  muscles  were  constantly  and  ttnrversaBy  rigid ; 
the  fimbs  sometimes  bent,  but  generally  extended  $  die  heart, 
urinary  bladder,  gaB  bladder,  and  intestines  were  rarely  contract- 
ed, but  frequent^  distended  by  their  contents. 

The  coats  of  the  btood- vessels  scarcely  exhibited  any  change. 
But  the  veins,  especially  of  tie  abdomen,  were  constantly  turgid 
with  much  black  fluid  blood,  generally  mixed  with  some  flocculi. 
A  similar  stagnation  is  observed  in  the  cavities  of  the  hearty  espe- 
cially  of  the  right  side,  and  coagula  are  very  seldom  found  in 
them.  Sometimes  the  lungs  are  also  filled  with  extravasjted 
fluid,  but  in  general  they  are  perfectly  natural.  In  no  other 
place  was  extravasated  brood  observed  by  our  author,  but  the 
teins  were  everywhere  full  of  black  fluid  blood.  In  the  brain 
And  nervcie,  there  was  nothing  unnatural,  nor  in  the  various  al>- 
sorbent  and  secteting  organs.  - 

The  piitrefhclion  of  animals  seemed  neither  to  be  hastened  nor 
retarded  by  their  being  )K)isoned  with  arsenic,  whether  ihcy  were 
biuied  or  not.    The  generation  of  infuscry  animslf  >  tke  prodik'* 
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tioo  of  larvae  and  sttbtcmmeom  vegetation  in  and  about  the  bo* 
dies  of  poisoned  animak,  took  plmce  as  usuaL  Our  author  is 
particular  in  these  observations,  because  accelerated  and  retarded 
putrefiMlion  have  been  alternately  enumerated  among  the  prooft 
of  dcadi  hy  arsenic.  However,  it  may  be  remark^,  that  thsf 
immediate  contact  of  the  arseniod  solution,  seemed  in  some  de* 
gree  to  retard  the  putrefaction  of  the  part  to  which  it  was  ap* 
plied  in  snfRcienI  quantity.   • 

Arsenic  acid  produced  ezacdy  similar  effects,  and  in  a  greater 
degree. 

S6  mudi  fer  the  genend  eflfects  of  arsenic  i  the  following  local 
effects  were  also  noted.  The  green  colour  of  the  skin  of  a  sala« 
tnander  was  destroved.  The  sound  skin  was  seldom  at  all  affect* 
ed  by  it.  When  the  arsenk  was  apnlied  to  the  wounded  skin^ 
it  was  never  observed  after  deadi  to  be  gangrenous  or  inflamedt 
was  rarely  swded,  was  generally  pde,  ana  for  a  considerable 
extent  the  subcutaneous  cdlular  membrane  was  filled  with  mudk 
stagnant  gelatinous  fluid.  The  oesophagus,  stomach,  and  intes* 
tines  were  commonly,  though  not  always,  inflamed  wh^  arsenic 
was  administered  by  the.  mouth.  In  the  girl  already  noticed^ 
^here  was  only  a  slight  spotted  redness  about  the  cardia,  a  dis- 
cploumtion  of  the  bottom  of  the  stomach,  and  a  very  small 
brown  spot  where  the  villous  coat  seemed  as  if  superficially  bumtr 
Qnr  author  never  observed  real  erosions,  ultercations,  and  gan- 
grene of  the  viscera.  The  peritonseum  was  not  inflamed  in  those 
animals  which  were  killed  by  injecting  an  arsenical  solution  into 
the  abdomen.  The  local  wplication  of  arsenic  generally  rendered 
the  muscles  white,  but  seldom  inflamed,  and  caused  an  increased 
secretion  of  serous  fluid  into  the  spaces  between  them.  The 
nerves  were  not  afiected,  and  the  olood-vessels  very  little.  In 
the  horse  already  mentioned,  and  into  whose  jugular  vein  two 
or  three  ounces  of  arsenical  solution  were  injected,  and  which 
was  put  to  death  twentv-nine  hours  afterwards,  there  were  only 
some  discoloured  spots  ra  the  left  ventricle.  When  blood  was  re- 
ceived into  an  arsenical  resolution,  the  whole  mass  became  black 
and  gelatinous  in  appearance ;  then  a  coaguhim  formed  in  the 
centre ;  but  it  remained  soft,  and  not  defined,  and  never  acquir* 
ed  the  bright  red  colour  on  the  surface. 

We  shui  Qot  enter  into  tbe  detail  of  our  author's  reaf^ons  for 
his  opinidn  concerning  the  manner  in  which  arsenic  acts.  He 
adduces  arguments  to  prove,  that  arsenic  does  not  act  mechanic 
cally  by  tbe  sharpness  of  its  particles,  nor  bv  its  local  action  on 
the  stomach,  nor  in  the  manner  of  the  acria  poisons  or  dephkn 
giaicating  substances,  no^  upon  the  nf  rvous  system ;  bat  is  ana* . 
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rigous  to  the  poison  of  the  viper  and  ticunas^  which  actprimari* 
ly  upon  the  Wood. 

We  sliall,  however,  extract  more  fully  the  observations  of  our 
author  on  the  proofs  of  poisoning  by  arsenic  Tliese  are  of  two 
kinds; — the  pathological  proofs  derived  from  the  symptoms  which 
precede  death,  with  the  appearances  •f  the  body  aiier  death;  and 
chemical  proofs  derived  fron  the  properties  of  arsenict 

With  regard  to  the  first,  he  Umm  it  sufficient  to  mention,, 
that  not  only  several^  of  tiiein  are  often  common  in  other  dis- 
eacses,  and  that  there  is  almost  none  of  them  which  has  not  oc- 
casionaHy  been' wanting,  and  that  eveii  several- of  them  have  been 
wanting  at  the  same  time.  Hence  these  signs,  collectively,  only 
render  tlie  poisoning  by  arsenic,  and  the  death  from  that  cause, 
probable;  certainty  cannot  be  obtained  but  from  the  chemical 
prooi^. 

The  chemical  proofe  consist  either  in  separating  the  arsenic 
irom  the  mattersr  mixed  with  it,  so  ttiat  it  can  be  recognized  by- 
its  physical  properties,  or  in  subjecting  it  to  the  action,  of  re- 
agents, whicn  form  compounds,  distinguished  by  pai^ticular  cha^ 
racters.  Amon^  the  re-ag«nts  used  for  the  detection  of  arsenic, 
our  author  thinks  that  the  preference  is  due  to  lime-watci^.  anv- 
^oniaret  of  copper,  and  hydro*sulpburetted  water. 

Lime-water  must  be  used  recentlv  prepared,  and'  hot.  Our 
author  found  that  it  was  sufficiently  delicate  to  precipitate  l-30th 
of  a  grain  of  arsenic  when  dissolved  im  100  grains  of  water,  oc 
l-40th  in  50  grains. 

A  saturated  solution  of  ammoniaretof  eopper,  is  a  much  more 
delicate  test ;  for  it  strikes  an  evident  green  colour  with  a  solution 
of  white  oxide  of  arsenic,  which  contains  but  l*500dth  of  a  grain 
dissolved  in  50  grams  of  water. 

'*  The  precatitioB, "  lie  however  adds, "  which  Rbse  discovered  in  re- 
gard to  this  re«agent,  when  added  to  fhiids  contatiitiig  tannin,  I  found 
lb  be  perfecdy  necessary  and  well  founded ;  ibr  although  an  infusioa 
df  tea  did  not  in  my  experiments  prevent  the  usual  reaction  of  a  dilute 
solution  ofarsenicyon  ii'r.fcmontareted  copper,  as  Rose  imagines,  f  I  could 
not  obtain  any  reaction  of  ammoniareted  copper,  upon  the  decoction  of 
the  herbs  found  in  the  stomach  of  a  rabbit  poisoned  by  arsenic*  although 
other  experiments  indicated  sufficiently  the  presence  of  the  arsenic. " 

Water  saturated  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  formed  by  the 
action  of  diluted  muriatic  acid  on  sulphuretted  iron,  is  also  a 
very  delicate  re^agent.     Our  author  found  it  capable  of  detectings 


I  GehUn  cUfcerves,  in  a  foot-note,  that  this  difference  of  obsorvation  probably  Je* 
tended  on  -die  diflVrence  of  astringency  in  the  kinds  of  tea  ctnpic;,* J  j  fox,  oJher- 
%*ac  he  found  the  phetfomcnoa  fo  be  certain. 
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-hy  producing  an  obvious  yellow  colour,  arsenic  in  a  solution 
which  contained  only  1-tOOOth  partof  ap^min  of  absolute  weight, 
and  in  whtch  it  bore  the  proportion  to  the  water  only  of  one  to 
50,000  or  60,000.  The  small  proportion  of  muriatic  acid,  which 
ihis  hydro- sulphuretted  water  always  contains,  docs  not  seem  to 
injure  its  delicacy,  when  the  fj;as  is  prepared  with  a  moderate 
1  cat ;  but  it  must  always  be  fresh,  lest  it  lose  its  strength  by 
keeping. 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  tbe  other  method  of  onnlysis, 
by  separating  the  arsenic  from  tbe  substances  with  which  it  is 
mixed,  so  as  to  recognize  it  hy  its  physical  properties.  'J'he 
most  common  is  the  converting  the  arsenic  into  vapour,  by  lay- 
ing it  on  red  coals  or  on  copper  heated  to  a  dull  red.  In  this 
way  our  author  ivns  sensible  of  the  garlic  smelliof  the  tenth  of 
a  grain  mixed  with  sugar-;  but  he  observes,  that  it  is  a  very  in- 
sufficient test,  as  it  depends  upon  the  accuracy  of  smell  of  the 
cxperirocTTter;  and,  besides,  phosphorus  and  zinc  emit  a  similnc 
'>dour.  But,  by  coHccting  tne  vapour^,  so  that  the  nsenic  as- 
sumes its  metalfi*  <^tnte,  we  have  an  absolutely  certain  test.  In 
this  way,  Kos?e  asserts  -that  he  was  able  to  detect  the  one-eighth 
of  a  grain  of  arsenic  mixed  with  animal  matters  \  and  our  autlior 
obtained  a  very  evident  Mibiimate  from  the  stomach  and  duode- 
num of  a  rabit,  poisoned  with  two  grains,  and  also  from  the 
inner  coat  of  the  stomach  -and  its  contents,  of  the  girl  already 
mentioned,  who  was  poisoned  by  s^*ai1owing  a  small  quantity  of 
black  oxide  of  arsenic.  As  an  additional  method  of  obtainiiig 
arsenic  in  its  metallic  form,  our  author  proposes,  in  conse- 
quence of  Dff%7's  discoveries,  the  use  of  tlie  galvanic  pile. 

This  section  i^  concluded  by  a  compaiifon -^)f  the  advantages 
of  the  methods  proposed  by  Hahnemann  and  Rose  for  the  <lo- 
tcction  of  arsenic ;  but  as  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure  an 
exact  detail  of  tliese  methodjs  it  is  not  very  intelligible.  I'lic 
lollowing  extract  from  a  tiote  by  Gehien,  gives,  however,  some 
account  of  the  latter. 

"  It  was  by  no  means  Rose's  meaning  to  confine  the  proof  to  the 
obtaining  arsenic  by  sublimation,  but  he  consiJercil  it.  as  absolnt<ly 
necessary,  when  no  arsenic  in  substance  was  found,  becaii.so  the  j^ 
nalysis  of  the  suspected  substance,  or  of  the  fluid  obtninod  from  it  by 
re-agents,  without  the  proper  precautions  prescribed  by  him,  is,  upon 
the  grounds  stated  by  him,  very  uncertain.  An  accident,  uliidi  might 
render  the  sublimation  abortive,  such  as  tlie  breaking  of  ti>e  vessel, 
might  al^o  happen  in  the  other  methods,  end  destroy  the  irKitcria]*^ ; 
jind  in  this  ca:»e,  with  Rose's  procedure,  wc  had  previou?iy  obtained 
tirree  tests; — the  precipUaliou  -.viib  hnic- water ;  the  |:arlic  smell  i)y 
'ichtirg  a  $n»a}l  quantity  of  tlic  precipiuie  upon  charcoal  with  the 
blow-plpc:  and  the  anill\^;^•  of  p.  nnrt  of  t^.c  Huid  boiltd  with  ritiic 
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acidy  *  and  neutralized  on  pvrpose  with  water  saturated  with  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen.  For  the  atnmoniaret  of  copper,  which  is  al- 
most always  inapplicable  where  there  are  anitnal  fluids,  becomes  in 
this  case  absolutely  so,  on  account  of  the  formation  of  the  yellow 
bitter  principle,  which  it  ako  precipitates.  ** 

Our  readers  will  have  perceiveo,  that  this  dissertation  is  of  con- 
siderable value,  and  w^U  perhaps  sympathize  with  the  re^t  which 
we  feel,  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  origuial.  Al- 
though too  much  of  it  seems  to  be  devoted  to  a  tbeoretical  con- 
sideration of  the  manner  in  which  arsenic  acts  upon  living  ho- 
odies as  a  poison,  yet  it  seems  to  contain  much  useful  informa-f 
tion  upon  two  important  practical  points ;  the  symptoms  pro- 
duced by  arsenic  in  various  classes  of  animals,  and  the  means 
.of  detecting  it  by  analysis. 

Every  person  who  has  become  interested  in  citlier  of  ihcJC 
subjects,  must  have  discovered,  with  regret,  how  imperfect  our 
knowledge  of  them  is,  and  bow  very  difiicult  it  is  to  tibtiin 
or  increase  it.  Systenltitic  writers  upo!i  ))oison8,  huve  jumbled 
together  the  smptoms  of  various  doses  operating  under  uiliercnt 
circumstances,  without  discriminating  the  constant  cfTecU,  if 
there  be  any,  from  the  common  or  usual  effects  ^  nay,  they 
have  drawn  their  descriptions  of  the  effects  of  poisons,  not  cHily 
from  difierent  poisons  of  the  same  class,  but  even  from  poisons 
of  different  classes,  and  from  their  cikcts  upon  animals  of  dif- 
ferent classes.  Poison  must  still  be  studied  in  the  way  of  iiv* 
jduction.  We  must  collect  all  the  special  facts  and  observations; 
:we  must  compare  and  generalize  them,  and  proceed  no  fiirlher 
in  our  general  inferences  tluin  these  facts  warrant. 

Hahnemann,  who  has  written  a  book  upon  arsenic,  has  ad- 
opted a  classification  of  poisoning,  by  means  of  it,  into  three  de« 
grees.  When  death  follows  the  exhibition  of  the  poison  within 
.twenty-four  hours,  it  constitutes  the  first  degree;  and  wh^n  lat- 
er than  twentyrfour  hours,  the  second  degree;  and  when  the 
fcase,  though  attended  with  dangerous  symptoms,  docs  not  ter- 
ininnte  fatally,  it  belongs  to  the  third  class. 

Adopting,  then,  this  division  of  Halinepiann,  nsbefng  at  least 
useful,  we  shall  attempt  a  description  of  the  eiJects  of  arsenic 
upon  the  human  body,  from  a  careful  comparison  of  all  tiie  cases 
which  have  occurred  to  u?  in  the  couree  of  our  readini^. 

In  the  slightest  case  in  which,  the  operation  of  arsenic  is  re- 
corded as  producing  poisonous  effects,  the  symptoms  are  uneasi- 
ness at  the  praecordia,  and  a  sense  of  beat  ihcrc.  TIjcsc  ?ynip- 
^ms  are  worthy  of  notice,  not  so  much  as  a  character  of  poisoii- 

*  Hose  xeems  to  employ  uiuie  acid  for  destroying  tbc  animal  matter  widi  uhUh 
tht  arsenic  is  mixed.  *    ' 
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ing,  OS,  in  tbc  practice  of  medicine,  on  account  of  their  gimg 
iLs  a  very  significant  warning  when  we  are  trying  arsenic  as  a 
remedy,  that  we  have  push«I  it  to  the  utmost  that  any  prudent 
practitiouer  would  venture  upon.  Where  the  dose  oi  poison  is 
-uinovhat  greater,  but  not  sufficient  to  produce  death,  violent 
vomiting  is  commonly  the  first  syiiiptom  ;  adthough,  in  some  in- 
stances, it  is  preceded  by  a  sense  of  heat  in  the  tongue  and 
throat;  in  other  ca.^es,  diese  saisations  are  expressly  mentioned 
as  not  felt  in  the  whcrfe  course  of  the  disease.  In  these  cnses, 
when  the  vomiting  is  instant,  and  the  poison  has  been  taken  on 
a  full  stomach,  the  patient  seems  to  owe  his  escape  to  the  poison 
being  disdiargcd  before  it  has  time  to  act  The  next  symptom 
wliich  claims  our  attention  is  the  |>urging,  sometimes  of  blood ; 
but  purging  occurs  less  frequendy  in  this  slight  degree  of  poison- 
ing than  in  the  more  severe  cases.  In  tlie  region  of  the  stomach 
and  bowek,  pain  is  frequently  felt;  bot  it  is  dflen  rather  an  in- 
fiupportable  uneasiness  and  op|>res9ion  than  pain  {properly  ^o  cal- 
)eu.  The  stomach  is  not  described  as  swcliiug;  and  in  one  case^ 
where  there  was  hiccup,  eructation,  and  difficulty  of  breathing, 
it  is  expressly  mentioned,  that  it  was  not  tense  or  swelled. 

A  sensation  of  coldness,  especially  in  the  extremities,  and  cold 
sweat,  seems  to  have  been  almost  always  present,  with  general 
pakaess,  and  paleness  of  the  countenance,  in  some  cases  ]anp;uor, 
iaintis^iness,  and  a  tendency  to  sleep.  In  this  degree  of  poison* 
ing,  convulsions  are  not  frequently  observed,  and  the  thirst  and 
fever  seem  to  arise  from  irritation  in  some  persons,  as  they  are 
seldom  expressed.    In  one  case  only,  is  ardm^  urina  mentioned. 

In  the  second  d^ee  of  poisoning  from  arsenic,  where  the 
patient  lives  above  a  day  or  two,  the  first  complaints  are  heat  and 
thirst,  or  vomiting,  or  inexpressible  distress ;  the  first  is  less 
frequently  observed  than  die  other  two.  In  one  case,  of  an  in- 
fant killed  by  orpiment,  die  matter  vomited  is  ^escribed  as  viscid 
and  colourless.  Purging  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  cases  of 
this  set;  but  in  one  a  fetid  stool  was  procured  by  a  pessary,  and 
in  one  gripes  are  noticed;  in  two  the  \ye\\y  swcJied;  in  one 
there  was  great  feeUeness  and  lassitude ;  and  in  nil,  convulsions 
seemed  to  nave  tidcen  place,  in  one  case  impeding  deglutition. 
In  three  of  the  cases,  the  body  is  mentioned  as  having  been  dis- 
coloured, or  marked  with  livid  spots;  in  one  even  blistered,  and 
one  was  highly  fetid.  Two  only  were  examined  internally.  In 
one,  the  intestines  were  inflated,  and  the  intestines  and  .stomach 
red  with  turgid  vessels ;  in  the  other,  tlie  fauces  and  stomach 
were  yellow,  and  the  heart,  s})Ieen,  and  lungs,  dark  blue.  The 
eases  of  this  cLij^s  are  too  few  to  afford  any  accurate  inference^i ; 
besides,  iVoni  the  length  of  time,  there  is  greater  opportunity  for 
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the  cooperation  of  other  enures,  whether  previously  existing  diff- 
ease,  or  the  action  of  remedies. 

In  the  third  degriee  of  poisoning  by  arsenic,  where  death  takes 
place  in  a  few  hours,  the  symptoms  succeed  each  other  rapidly, 
br  b^n  at  the  same  time ;  the  fainting  and  general  debility  bU 
jtnost  precede  the  vomiting;  the  vomiting  occurred  in  all  the  ca- 
ses but  two ;  purging,  or  gripes  in  most  of  the  cases ;  the  matter 
passed  by  stool  is  in  one  case  described  as  green,  watery,  and 
Viscid.  In  one  ca^^  there  was  vertigo,  aho  general  poins,  nnd 
loss  of  speech.  Convulsions  did  not  occur  olten  ;  but  there  was 
sometimes  hiccup.  In  a  few  cases,  there  was  much  heat  and 
thirst ;  even  in  one,  in  which  (a  symptom  more  frequent  than 
heat)  there  were  complaints  of  a  sensation  of  intcnve  cold  and 
paralysis  of  the  extremities,  with  cold  sweat.  The  puUe,  in  the 
only  case  in  which  it  is  mentioned,  was  slow  and  languid  ;  and 
death  seems  to  have  generally  proceeded  Irom  exhaustion  and 
rapid  sinking  of  the  vital  powers.  In  none  of  thc«c  violent 
cases,  is  there  any  mention  of  delirium,  or  affection  of  the  mind, 
except  in  one  in  which  the  poison  was  applied  externally  to  the 
head. 

The  external  appearance  of  the  body  after  death  is  not  uni- 
form. In  some  cases,  it  was  swelled  or  livid ;  in  others,  natu- 
ral. The  stomach  in  almost  every  instance  is  inflamed,  abrad- 
ed, or  even  eroded ;  sometimes  distended,  and  at  others  corru- 
gated. Next  to  the  stomach  and  intestines,  the  lungs  seem  moi| 
frequently  affected ;  as  in  almost  every  case  in  whicfi  the  thoraf 
appears  to  have  been  opened,  they  are  described  as  livid,  of 
having  livid  spots  on  their  surface.  In  one  case,  they  are  io* 
flated ;  and  in  another,  flaccid.  The  liver  is  only  menttopfd  in 
one  case  as  grey,  and  the  heart  in  another  at  flaccid.  jWbl^'^ 
seems  to  have  differed  very  considerably;  at  one  time  bqng  black 
and  coagulated ;  at  another,  black  and  fluid  ;  and  at  •  third, 
.  florid  and  fluid. 

In  many  of  the  cases,  tl)e  remains  of  the  poison  pre  actuallj- 
found  in  the  stomach,  generally  adhering  to  the  inflamed  points, 
to  which  it  is  probably  fixed  by  coagulating  the  glairy  fluid  lining 
ihe  stomach. 
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IV. 

NauvrUcs  Experiences  sur  les  Contre- Poisons  (fe  f  Arsenic.  Par 
Casimir  Renault,  M^dccin,  Membre-correspondant  des  So- 
ci6tes  Academique  dcs  Sciences,  Medtc;i1c  d*Eniulation  et 
d'Instruction.     A  Paris,  an  IX.  pp.  119. 

'T'his  work,  upon  another  branch  of  the  5?ame  f^ubjcct,  has  only 
-*•     fallen  lately  into  our  hands.     It  is  also  worthy  of  perusal, 
and  is  in  a  great  measure  founded  on  actual  experiments  made 
by  the  author. 

He  commences  with  some  general  considerations  on  counter- 
poisons.  All  gastric  poi^^ons  may  be  arranged  into  two  classes, 
into  corrosive  and  narcotic  poisons.  The  action  of  the  latter 
may  be  interrupted  by  a  strong  redaction  of  the  vital  forces ;  that 
of  the  former  only  by  a  change  in  their  nature,  which  cannot 
l>c  effected  on  the  mineral  jioisons  of  this  class  but  by  chemical 
rc-agcnts  capable  of  converting  tliem  into  innocuous  substances. 
Taking  arsenic  as  an  example,  M.  Renault  is  of  opinion,  that  on- 
ly those  re^a^enta  can  be  considered  as  antidotes  to  it  which  ful- 
hi  the  Ibllowuig  conditiiuia. 

i.  Which  may  be  taken  in  large  doses  without  any  danger. 
^    2.  Which  are  soluble  in  water  and  the  animal  fluids. 
^    5.  Which  act  upon  the  poison,  whether  in  a  fluid  or  in  a  solid 
,  state»  at  a  temperature  inferior  to  Uiat  of  the  human  body. 
\.  *fr  Whose  action  is  speedv. 

*'  ^j^l^^bich  are  capable  ot  combining  with  the  arsenious  acid 
^m  vS^  midst  of  the  juices  and  contents  of  the  stomach. 

'6.  A!?d  which,  in  acting  upon  the  poison,  deprive  it  of  all  its 
dcleC^i^us  qualities. 

*  We  shall  pass  over  our  author's  chemical  critique  on  Navier*s 
directions  for  preparing  his  celebrated  martial  hepar,  and  proceed 
to  14s  own  experiments,  which  were  all  made  upon  dogs,  with 
every  precaution  to  render  them  as  little  complicated  as  possible. 
He  had  to  overcome  the  difliculty  of  forcing  the  dogs  to  swallow 
the  fluid,  and  to  retain  it  after  it  was  swallowed.  The  first  object 
ho  accomplished  satis&ctorily,  by  keeping  the  dog's  mouth  open 
by  a  piece  of  stick  placed  Ijetween  the  grinders,  and  injecting 
the  fluids  through  a  tube. of  elastic  gum,  introduced  into  the 
stomach ;  but  the  second  was  only  imperfectly  effected,  by  his 
never  leaving  the  subject  of  experiment  a  moment,  and  forcibly 
keeping  the  muzzle  closed  by  strong  comprtesion  with  the  handil, 
ji!»  soon  as  die  pr^'cursory  signs  of  vomiting  appeared. 
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His  first  experiments  were  made  to  ascertain  tlie  powers  of 
fiulpliuret  of  potass,  which  is  generally  considered  as  the  most 
powerful  antidote  of  arsenic.  Upon  mixing  solutions  of  these 
substances  they  instantly  become  turbid}  and  afterwards  depo-^ 
sit  a  }*e]low  precipitate.  11) is  mixture,  after  difiusing  the  pre- 
cipitate through  it,  he  injected  into  the  stomach,  and,  in  one 
instance,  he  used  the  precipitate  diffused  in  water  $  but  neither 
the  sulphurct  of  potass  nor  that  of  lime  seemed  to  retard  or  di- 
minish the  deleterious  effects  of  arsenic.  Vomiting,  purging, 
moaning,  and  prostration  of  strength,  were  the  almost  invariaUe 
harbingers  of  death.  On  dissection,  the  stomach  was  found  to 
be  inflamed  or  livid,  generally  filled  with  a  glairy  fluid  h'ke  white 
of  c^gi  often  interspersed  with  flocculi  like  coagulated  albumen, 
and  Its  surface  was  sometimes  lined  witli  a  consistent  pseudo- 
mombrnne  of  the  same  nature. 

Water  impregnated  with  sulphuretted  h3'drogcn  was  next  em* 
ploved,  and  witn  some  success.  A  single  grain  of  arsenic  is 
sufficient  to  kill  tlie  styongest  dog ;  and  yet,  in  ten  instances,  our 
author  gave  it  in  solution,  in  one  to  the  extent  of  even  ten  grains 
without  proving  fatal,  even  although  tlie  arsenical  solution  was 
given  some  minutes  before  the  hydrosulphuret  It  only  remain- 
ed then  to  try  its  eflect  against  arsenic  in  substance ;  and  here  it 
most  unfortunately  failed  completely;  as,  in  almost  erery  in.- 
stance  of  poisoning,  tlie  arsoiic  is  used  in  substance. 

M.  Renault  has  examined  whether  arsenic  in  its  metallic  state 
1)e  a  poison.  Some  experiments  of  Bayen  and  Sage  seemed  to 
prove  the  n^flpative ;  but  they  were  not  conclusive.  As  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  reduce  arsenic  to  powder  without  its  becom- 
ing oxidized,  our  author  had  recourse  to  its  albys  for  deciding 
the  question ;  and  be  found  that  mispickel,  ^iven  to  the  extent  of 
two  drachms,  had  scarcely  any  effect  $  which  accords  with  the 
conclusion  drawn  by  Bayen  in  his  work  on  tin,  and  proves  that 
the  arsenic  which  may  be  contained  in  that  metal  need  give  no 
uneasiness,  as  it  is  in  its  metallic  state. 

The  black  oxide  of  arsenic  is,  however,  a  deadly  poison,  and 
it  has  the  singular  property,  that  when  it  acts  suflSciently,  it 
jproduces  in  the  stomach  an  exudation  of  blood,  and  infiltration 
of  the  same  between  the  coats  of  that  viscus,  without  any  trace 
of  erosionu  A  dark  grey  pulverulent  substance,  sold  publicly  in 
XVance  under  the  names  ofjfoudre  aux  moucAes^  mart  aux  mtutckeSf 
cobaU  testaeef  is  in  fact  the  black  oxide  of  arsenic,  and  produces 
exactly  the  same  effects.  Our  author  therefore  contends,  and 
properly,  that  its  sale  should  be  subjected  to  the  same  restricr 
tions  as  the  white  oxide  and  fulphurets  of  arsenic. 


1 S 1 1 .       M.  B  cnault  sur  les  Cantre^poisom  ie  VJjtcniej         0 1 

Tlie  native  sulphnrets,  both  red  and  yellow,  were  given  in 
lar^e  doses  to  dogs  without  producing  any  severe  eflects ;  the 
artificial  sulphuret  was  poisonous  even  in  a  small  dose.  M.  Re« 
nauk  thinks  that  this  remarkable  difiercnce  of  cdcct  is  owing  to 
the  arsenic  being  oxidized  in  the  latter  contpound,  and  in  ita 
metallic  state  in  the  former. 

The  salutary  effects  of  vomiting,  so  often  apparent  in  M, 
Ilenault's  experimentSi  have  led  him  into  a  digression  upon  the 
mechanical  causes  of  vomiting,  and  from  thence  to  some  practi- 
cal inferences  concemiiig  the  treatment  in  cases  of  poisoning. 
Having  proved  the  inefficacy  of  all  antidotes,  M.  Renault  places 
his  only  hones  in  exciting  speedy  nnd  full  vomiting ;  and  as  a 
full  stomach  has  been  found  by  experience  to  din.iniNb  and  cotir-* 
teract  the  effects  of  poison,  and  is  highly  favourable  to  vomititiflTf 
he  advises  the  gorging  of  it  with  mucilaginous  nnd  gelatinous  lU 
quors,  such  as  linsoetlteay  milk,  broths,  or  even  with  warm  wn« 
tcr.  As  vomiting,  however,  \^  certainly  the  chief  means  of  sav- 
ing s  person  who  is  poisoned,  nnd  ns  it  does  not  always  take 
place  immediately,  our  author  has  proposed  a  method  of  wash- 
ing out  and  emptying  tlie  stomach  mechanicallvf  by  means  of  a 
large  tul)e  of  elastic  gum  and  a  syringe.  We  shali  give  the  par- 
ticulars in  his  own  words. 

**  The  tube  should  be  long  enough  to  have  one  of  its  ends,  which 
should  have  two  orifices,  inserted  into  the  lowest  part  of  the  stomach* 
and  of  a  diameter  large  enough  to  permit  the  passage  of  the  half-di- 
gested substances  which  may  be  in  it*  At  its  upper  end  it  should 
have  a  brass  cup  adapted  to  the  extremity  of  a  syringe.  The  tube  is 
to  be  introduced  through  tlie  mouth  or  nostrils,  and  the  sjrringe  fitted 
to  it.  We  are  now  to  throw  gently  into  the  .stomach  a  certain  quan* 
tity  of  liquid  to  dilute,  suspend,  or  dissolve  the  poison.  We  then 
draw  back  tlie  piston,  and  suck  up  a  certain  quantity  of  the  contents 
of  the  stomach.  By  repeating  these  two  operations  several  times, 
this  viscus  will  be  v^'ell  washed,  and  the  poison  extracted  from  it 
without  efibrt,  almost  without  pain,  and  in  a  very  short  time.  Pro* 
vided  the  poison  have  not  passed  the  pylorus,  the  possibility  of  ex* 
tracting  it  in  the  method  I  propose,  will  be  evident  to  all  who  have^ 
any  knowledge  of  mechanical  philosophy.  When  its  efficacy  shall 
have  been  established  by  trials  on  the  human  body,  its  use  may  be-* 
come  very  extended.  Until  experience  shali  have  decided  this,  I 
have  made  some  trials  on  livin?  animals.  I  have  injected  to  the  ex* 
tent  of  eight  ounces  of  water  mto  the  stomach  of  several  small  dogs, 
nnd  have  been  able  to  pump  it  entirely  out  by  the  procedure  1  havQ 
described.  Indeed  it  could  not  be  otherwise,  when  we  consider  witl| 
what  success  similar  means  are  used  for  emptying  the  bladder  of 
cpagulated  blood. 'f 

In  the  after  trc?)tmcnt,  our  author  judiciously  recommends 
hluiid  uuiritive  fiuidc  as  preferable  to  all  reputed  antidotes,  ^rhich 
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arc  unifonnly  more  or  less  irritating.  In  the  same  maimer,  to 
rornetly  the  debility  occnj>ioned  by  the  poison,  we  must  trust  ta 
a  proper  diet  and  time. 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  the  very  important  discussion  of 
the  proofs  of  death  by  arsenic  ;  and  although  caution  be  highly 
commendable,  and  indeed  indispensable  on  tl)e  part  of  a  j>rofc*>- 
pional  man  called  ujwn  to  report,  still  wc  tliiuK  that  sceptici>in 
may  be  carried  too  far.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  no  single  symjv 
tom,  or,  perhaps,  no  train  of  symptoms  is  the  uniform  and  pecu- 
Har  eflect  of  arsenic ;  and  wc  mny  g^anl  that  the  same  uncertainty 
exists  with  regard  to  the  appearances  which  may  be  disccn-cred 
un  the  bofly  after  death.  Bui  in  addition  to  thccaf«»s  of  tliis  na- 
ture already  on  record,  our  author  lias  related  one  on  theautho- 
rily  of  Prof.  Ch^mssicr,  in  which  a  man  swallowed  arsenic  in* 
Irirge  pieces.  The  only  symptoms  produced  were  slight  syn- 
copes cm  the  apjiTOach  of  death.  On  opening  the  body,  the  ar- 
yenic  was  found  almost  in  the  same  state  in  which  he  had 
swallowed  it ;  and  it  w«s  not  pos^ible  to  discover  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  erosion  or  inflammation.  Now  in  this  case  there 
was  surely  no  uncertainty ;  but  it  will  be  said,  that  if  no  arse- 
nic bad  been  found  in  the  stomach,  then  there  would  have  been 
no  proof.  True ;  but  if  no  arsenic  had  been  contained  in  tlie 
stomach,  then  the  death  would  in  all  probability  have  been  pre- 
ceded by  more  violent  symptoms,  and  its  efFecis  would  have  ap- 
peared upon  the  stomach.  It  was  the  lai'geness  of  the  dose 
which,  as  it  were,  extinguished  life  suddemy,  and  precluded 
all  reaction.  In  the  same  manner,  the  case  here  cited  upon  the 
authority  of  M.  Dupuytren,  to  prove  that  erosion  of  the  sto- 
mach may  take  place  where  no  corrosive  poison  has  been  swal- 
lowed, is  perfectly  inconclusive.  The  body  of  a  woman  was 
opened.  There  was  a  bole  in  the  large  extremity  of  tlie  sto- 
Biach  several  centiofictres  in  circumference,  through  which  a  small 
quantity  of  a  reddish  fluid  had  escaped  into  the  abdomen  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  spleen.  Tlie  edges  of  this  hole  were  thin  and 
even  ;  there  was  no  inflammation  except  on  the  parts  of  the  sto- 
mach and  liver  next  to  the  cardiac  orifice.  But  M.  Dupuytreu 
knew  nothing  of  the  historj' of  this  case; — what  proofs  have  wo, 
then,  that  this  woman  was  not  poisoned  ?  It  is  stated  tliat  she 
had  been  recently  delivered ;  there  were  marks  of  blisters  on 
the  legs,  ar.d  one  of  the  veins  of  the  foot  had  been  opened.  Be- 
sides, M.  Dupuytren  could  not  detect  poison  by  chemical  ana- 
lysis in  the  contents  of  the  stomach  or  abdomen.  But  all  thci-e 
taken  together  do  not  amount  to  the  lowest  degree  cf  proof  lliat 
the  appearances  on  the  stomach  were  not  produced  by  corrosive 
poison.  And  it  may  be  fairly  remarked,  that  if,  in  Paris,  vvhcrc* 
bodies  are  dissected  b}'  thousands,  no  less  doubtful  proof  could 
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be  found,  that  erosions  of  the  stomach  sometimes  happen  inde- 
pendently of  pois»on,  it  almost  aflbrds  a  presumption  thut  they 
are  only  caused  byiroison.  Be  that  as  it  may,  tliere  generally 
exist  in  cases  of  suspected  poisoning,  some  proofs  aflli'Qiative  or 
negative  of  the  suspicion,  if  we  have  skill  to  discover  tlicm. 
We  admit  it  to  be  uifficult;  but  to  say  that  it  is  im|)ossible  to 
discover  them,  is  injurious,  as  it  encourages  carelessness  and  iu« 
dolence,  and  obstructs  the  progress  of  science.  We  have,  how- 
ever, less  objections  to  our  autnor's  conclusion  than  to  hia  argu- 
ments in  support  of  it. 

**  From  all  this  I  condude,  that  except  in  a  Yery  small  number  of 
cases,  the  examiDation  of  the  body  cannot  furnish  all  the  data  neces* 
sacy  to  pronounce  judgment  in  cases  of  poisoning  from  arsenic  or  its 
compounds ;  and  thuti  united  to  a  knowledge  of  the  symptoms  pre- 
ceding death,  it  may  afford  strong  presumptions,  but  rarely  amount- 
ing to  the  degree  oi  certainty  necessary  to  pronounce  an  affirmative 
or  negative  deci^iun.  ** 

M.  Renaull,  lastly,  treats  of  tlie  eflects  of  arsenic  applied  ex- 
ternally. His  experiments  were  again  made  upon  dogs.  When 
the  bkin  was  sound,  it  excited  a  pustular  eruption  without  in- 
Aammation ;  but,  when  the  skin  was  broken,  more  serious  ef- 
fects fulioweii,  both  general  and  local,  and  sometimes  death. 


V. 


A  Caialogue  of  Indian  Medicinal  Plants  and  Drifgs^  with  their 
Xames  in  theHindthtani  and  Sanscrit  Languages,  By  John  Fle- 
ming, Esq.  M.  D.  Asiatic  Researches,  VoL  XL  4 to.  Calcutta. 

THIS  is  a  most  valuable  treatise,  coming  from  the  high  authority 
of  the  head  of  tlie  Medical  Board  in  Beiigal.  It  may  be 
considered  as  the  oiEcial  Materia  Medica  of  our  eastern  colonies. 
It  is,  we  are  informed,  intended  chiefly  for  the  use  of  gentlemen 
of  the  medical  prolession,  on  their  first  arrival  in  India,  to  whom 
it  must  be  desirable  to  know  what  articles  the  country  aflbrds^ 
and  by  what  names  he  may  find  them.  The  systematic  names  of 
the  plants  are  taken  from  Willdenow,  with  the  exception  of  some 
new  species,  not  included  in  his  work,  whose  specific  characters 
are  given  from  the  manuscript  of  Dr  Roxburgh.  Their  names 
are  given  in  the  scientific  langingc  of  Europe,  and  in  the  San- 
serif and  Hindustani. 
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For  tlie  virtues  and  uses  of  such  medicinal  vegetables  and  drugs 
a>i  are  already  well  known  in  Europe,  we  are  referred  lo  the  Ap- 
paratus IVIedicaminum  of  Murray,  and  VVo^dvillc's  Medical  Bo- 
t:iny  ;  but  a  concise  and  very  valuable  account  of  the  qualities  of 
tiiosc  articles  only  known  in  India  is  added. 

The  first  list  contnins  the  medicinal  plants  which  are  indigen- 
ous or  cultivated  in  Bengal,  and  the  second  the  drugs  which  are 
imported  from  neighbouring  countries. 

We  shall  briefly  run  over  the  information  contained  in  the 
notes. 

Abrus  precatoriuf^  root — a  substitute  for  liquorice. 

Acacia  Arabica^  gum, — a  substitute  for  gum-arabic  Bark 
powerfully  astringent. 

Andropogon  SchcEnanthtis^wmcas  odoratus  of  the  old  pharma- 
copoeias. 

*^  The  Hindu  practitioners  consider  the  infusion  of  the  leaves  as 
sudorific,  diuretic,  and  emmenagi^ue.  Whatever  title  it  may  have 
to  these  virtues,  it  is  at  least  a  very  agreeable  diluent;  and)  \in  ac- 
count of  its  fragrant  smell,  aromatic  flavour,  and  warm,  bitterish,  bat 
not  unpleasant  taste,  is  generally  found  to  be  a  drink  very  grateKii  to 
the  stomach  in  sickness.  Manv  Europeans,  with  whom  tea  does  not 
agree,  use,  instead  of  it,  the  infusion  of  this  plant,  to  which  they  have 
given  the  name  of  lemon-grass.  '* 

Andhum  Sowa  (Roxb.) — ^like  anethum  graveolens. 

Anethum  Panmorium  (Roxb.) — ^like  anethum  foentculum. 

Apiwn  Involucrattim  (Roxb.) — Seeds  agreeably  aromatic,  used 
as  a  condiment 

Arisiolochia  Indica-^ An  aromatic  bitter,  supposed  by  the  Hin- 
dus to  possess  emmenagogue  and  artiarthritic  virtues. 

Asclepias  asihmatica. 

**  I  bare  inserted, "  says  Dr  Fleming,  '*  this  plant  on  the  authority 
of  the  following  note,  which  was  found  among  the  late  Dr  Koenig's 
papers,  and  communicated  to  me  by  Dr  Roxburgh  :^*  Dr  Patrick 
Russell  was  informed  by  the  physician-general  at  Madras,  that  he  had» 
many  years  before,  known  it  (the  root  of  the  asdeptas  vomitoria) 
used,  both  by  the  European  and  native  troops,  with  great  success,  ia 
the  dysentery,  which  happened  at  that  time  to  be  epidemic  in  camp. 
The  store  of  ipecacuanha  had,  it  seems,  been  wholly  expended ;  and 
Dr  Anderson,  Ending  the  practice  of  the  black  doctors  much  more 
successful  than  his  own,  was  not  ashamed  to  take  instruction  from 
them,  which  he  pursued  with  good  success ;  $nd  coUecting  a  quanti« 
ty  of  the  plant  which  they  pointed  out  to  him,  he  sent  a  large  pack- 
age of  the  roots  to  Madras*  It  is  certainly  an  article  of  the  materia 
medica  highly  deserving  attention. ' 

*'  i  have  not  obtsined  any  further  account  of  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
this  fpecies  of  afdepias,  which  grows  in  the  Northern  CircarSf  but  is  not 
net  viih  in  BengaL    It  is»  however,  as  Dr  Kcsntg  obferyes^  ao  article 
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highly  deferring  attention.  The  ipecacuanha  root  is  one  of  die  few  me« 
dicines  for  which  we  have  not  aa  yet  found  any  adequate  fubftitute  in  lu- 
dia;  aody  if  fuch  a  fubditute  (hould  be  found  in  the  root  of  the  afclepina 
aflhmatica,  it  would  prove  a  rooik  valuable  acquifition  to  our  Materisi 
Medica." 

BosweUia  thurifcra  (Roxb.) — ^furnishes  the  gum-rcsin,  called 
oKbanum. 

**  'Hiat  naturalills  ftiould  have  remained  in  ignorance  or  in  error,  until 
almoU  the  prefent  day,  refpecting  the  tree  which  yields  a  fubflance  fo  long 
known*  and  fo  uhiverfally  ufed,  mud  appear  not  a  little  furprinng.  Sucli, 
however,  ia  the  fact ;  and  the  merit  of  having  difcovered  the  true  origi:i 
of  this  celebrated  inceufe,  is  due  to  Mr  Colebrooke*  who  hat  afccrtain- 
ed  and  ptx>ved,  moft  fatisfactorily,  that  the  olibanum,  or  frankinceiife  of 
the  antients,  is  not  the  gumrefin  of  the  JuniperuB  lycia^  as  was  general* 
fy  fuppofedf  bat  the  proiduce  of  our  Bofwellin  thurifera.  See  his  paper 
on  this  fubject  in  the  Aliatic  Refearche5,  Vol.  IX.  p.  377  ;  to  which  is 
fubjoined  a  botanical  defcription  of  the  tree,  by  Dr  Roxburgh. 

«*  Although  the  olibanum  is  dill  retained  in  the  pharmacoporias  of  the 
three  Britifli  Colleges,  it  is  feldom  ufed  as  a  medicine  in  modern  prac« 
tice.  Formerly,  however,  it  was  held  in  confi Jcrable  edimation  as  a  re* 
medy  in  catarrh  and  haemoptyiis ;  and  as  it  is  Icfs  heating  than  myrrh, 
by  which  it  has  been  fuperscded  in  thcTe  difeafe^,  it  might  dill,  perhaps, 
be  ufed  with  advantage  in  fome  cafes,  in  which  the  myrrh  might  prove 
too  dioiulant. " 

Cicsalpinia  Bonducella^ 

**  This  Ihrub  is  a  native  of  both  the  Indies;  but  its  ufe  in  medicine  is,  I 
believe,  known  only  in  the  East.  The  kernels  of  the  feeds  are  intenfely 
bitter,  and  poifefs  the  tonic  power  in  a  very  high  degree.  They  are  ac* 
cordlngly  employed  by  the  Hindu  phylicians  in  all  cafes  in  which  that 
power  is  more  efpecially  required :  and  particularly  in  intermittent  fevers, 
for  wliich  they  are  conAdered  as  an  almod  infallible  remedy.  The  mode 
of  ufine  them,  is  as  follows :— One  of  the  feeds,  freed  from  its  hard  shell, 
is  beat  into  a  pade,  with  a  few  drops  of  water,  and  three  corns  of  black 
pepper,  "ifhis  is  formed  into  three  pills,  which  are  taken  for  a  dofe;  and 
t  his  dofe  is  repeated  three  or  four  times  a-day,  or  oftener  if  necedary.  The 
decoction  of  the  gentiana  cherayita  f  Roxb.)  is  generally  prefcribed,  to  be 
taken  at  the  fame  time  with  the  pills.     See  Gentiana  Cherayita. 

**  This  method  of  curing  intermittents  is  fo  generally  fuccefsful,  that  it 
ha^  been  adopted  by  many  European  practitioners  ;  particularly  io  thoie 
cafes,  which  fo  frequently  occur,  in  which  the  patients  have  an  avcrfion  to 
the  Peruvian  bark,  or  cannot  retain  it  on  the  ftomach.  In  all  fuch  cafes, 
and  aUb  on  occafions  where  the  Peruvian  bark  cannot  be  procured,  I  be- 
liem  that  the  caicaranja  will  be  found  one  of  the  bed  fubditutes  to  which 
we  can  have  recourfe,  particularly  if  affided  by  the  decoction  of  the  chc<« 
rayita ;  which  indeed  is  fo  powerful  an  auxiliary,  that  it  nuy  be  doubtful, 
to  the  cafe  of  fuocefs,  to  which  of  the  two  remedies  the  cure  diould  be 
chiefly  afcribed. " 

Capsicum  fititesctnM — ^Substitute  for  capsicum  annuiam. 
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Carica  Papaya, 

**  This  is  not  an  indigenous  tree  of  India,  and  confequently  has  no  name 
in  the  Sanscrit  language.  It  is  a  native  of  South  America  and  the  Weft 
tndieny  whence  it  was  brought  by  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe,  to  the 
Philippines  and  Moluccas ;  and  from  thefe  islands,  being  of  very;  quick 
growth,  it  fpread  rapidly  to  all  the  other  countries  of  India.  It  has  long 
been  cultivated  in  every  quarter  of  Hindustan,  and  is  in  flower  and  fruit 
during  the  greateft  part  of  the  year.  The  milky  juice  that  flows  from 
tlie  fruit,  when  an  inciiion  is  made  into  it,  before  it  is  quite  ripe,  is  e- 
fleemed  by  the  iuhabitants  of  tlie  lile  of  prance  and  Bourbon,  as  the 
moil  powerful  vermifuge  that  has  yet  been  difcovered.  An  account  of 
this  remedy  was  tranfmitted  to  the  Prefldent  of  the  Afiatic  Society,  by 
Mr  Charpeptier  Cofligni,  in  a  letter,  dated  the  3d  November,  1800,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract. — 

<<  Un  hazard  heureua  a  fait  decouvrir  a  L'Ifle  de  la  Reunion  un  remede 
Ic  plus  efBcace  de  tous  ceux  connus  contre  les  vers.  II  y  a  plufieuia  an- 
nees  qu'on  en  fait  ufage  avcc  le  plus  grand  fucces,  a  L'Iflede  France,  ou 
les  maladies  vermineufes  font  tres  communes.  C'eft  du  lait  de  papayes. 
On  incife  ce  fruit  quand  il  eft  vcrd.  U  rend  un  lait,  qu'on  recueille,  et 
qu'on  fait  prendre  a  jeun  au  malade.  C'eft  le  plus  puiifant  de  tous  les 
vermifuges.  On  pretend  qu'il  tue  memc  le  Txnia  cucurbiteux,  qui  eft 
aflez  commun  dans  L'Ifle.  Au  refte,  les  preuves  de  la  vertu  puifTante 
de  ce  remede  font  deja  trcs  nombreufes,  fans  qu'il  foit  refulte  d'accidens^ 
quoiqu'  on  ait  effaye  de  I'adminiftrer  en  grande  dose.  Ce  qui  rend  ce 
remede  precieux,  c'eft  qu'une  feule  dofe  fuffit  pour  tuer  tous  les  vers, 
quelle  grande  qu'en  foit  la  quantite. " 

**  The  vermifuge,  thus  ftrongly  recommended,  and  on  fuch  refpeflable 
authority,  has  not  yet  come  into  ufe  here,  either  among  the  native  or  £u- 
ropean  pra&itioners,  although  an  account  of  it  was  publifhed,  at  the  time, 
in  the  Calcutta  newfpapers.  A  remedy,  however,  fo  (imple,  and  fo  ea* 
fily  at  all  times  to  be  procured,  certainly  deferves  to  have  a  fair  trial.— 
The  dofe  for  an  infant  is  one  tea-fpoonful  of  the  juice,  mixed  with  thrice 
that  quantity  of  warm  water,  or  cow's  milk;  for  a  child  of  ^s.  or  fevea 
years  of  age,  one  table-fpoonful ;  and  for  an  adult,  two  table-fpoonfuls. 
A  feW  hours  after  the  patient  has  taken  the  dofe  of  papaya  milk,  a  dofe 
of  oleum  ricini  is  given  to  him,  to  promote  the  expulfion  of  the  dead 
worms. " 

Cassia  n/a/a— ornamental  blirub.  The  expressed  juice  of  the 
leaves,  mixed  with  ^  ^ommon  salt,  is  used  externally  for  curing 
xing^worms,  but  o(t«  "^  faiis. 

Cedreta  tuna — Bark  and  its  extract  astringent*  » 

CroU>fi  tiglitm. 

•«  The  feeds  of  this  plant  were  formerly  well  known  in  Europe,  under 
the  names  of  Grana  Tiglia  and  Grana  Molucca.  They  were  employed  as 
hydragogue  purgatives;  but,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  their  operation, 
they  have  been  long  baniftied  firom  modern  practice.  For  the  fame  reafon, 
they  are  feldom  ufed  by  the  Hindu  pra^itioners,  though  not  unfreqoently 
takrn,  a»  purgatives,,  by  the  poorer  clafTcs  of  th&natives.     One  feed  is  luf- , 
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fident  for  a  dofe.  It  is  firft  ctrefully  cleared  from  the  membranaceout 
parts,  the  rudiments  of  the  feminal  leaves*  that  adhere  to  the  eentre  of  it  ^ 
by  which  pfecaution,  it  is  found  to  act  lirfs  roughly,  and  then  rubbed  with 
a  little  rice  gruel,  or  taken  in  a  bit  of  the  plantain  fruit*  ** 

Curcuma  longa,  et  zedoaria. 

**  From  the  roots  of  feveral  fpectes  of  curcumai  that  are  found  in  Ben« 
gal,  the  natiTcs  prepare  a  farinaceous  powder,  which  they  call  Tikhur.  It 
is  in  every  refpect  fimilar  to  the  powder  prepared  frpm  the  root  of  the 
maranta  arundinacea,  or  arrow-root,  and  is  often  fold  for  it  in  the  Cal« 
cutta  (hops. " 

Datura  meiel — analogous  to  straiDoirium. 

**  The  foporiferous  and  intoxicating  quahties  of  the  feeds  are  well 
known  to  the  inhabitants;  and  it  appears  firom  the  records  of  the  native 
courts  of  justice,  that  thefe  feeds  are  ftill  employed  for  the  fame  licen- 
tious and  wicked  purpofes,  as  they  were  formerly,  in  the  time  of  Acosta 
and  Rumphius.  '* 

Bupatorium  ayapafia^^Vittues  lately  exaggeraiedf  How  depre« 
ciated,  perhaps  unjustly. 

Gentiana  chirat^ita.  (Roxb.) 

"  This  species  of  gentian  is  indigenous  in  the  mountainous  coun- 
tries to  the  northward  of  the  Ganges,  but  does  nbt  grow  in  the  low- 
er parts  of  Bengal.  The  dried  herb,  however,  is  to  be  met  with  in 
every  bazar  of  Hindustan,  being  a  medicine  in  the  highest  repute 
with  both  the  Hindu  and  European  practitioners.  It  possesses  all 
the  stomachic,  tonic,  febrifuge,  and  antiarthritic  virtues  which  are 
ascribed  to  the  gentiana  lutea,  and  in  a  greater  degree  than  they  are 
generally  found  in  that  root,  in  the  state  in  which  it  comes  to  us  from 
Europe.  It  may  therefore,  on  every  occasion,  be  advantageously 
substituted  for  it.  The  efficacy  of  the  chirayita,  when  combined  with 
the  caranja  nut,  in  curing  intermittents,  has  been  already  mentioned. 
It  is  found  equally  powerful  in  exciting  and  strengthening  the  action 
of  the  stomach,  and  obviating  flatulency,  acidity,  and  redundancy 
of  phlegm,  in  dyspcepsia  and  gont.  For  restoring  the  tone  gnd  acti- , 
vity  of  the  moving  fibre,  in  general  debility,  and  in  that  kind  of  ca^ 
chexy  which  is  liable  to  terminate  in  dropsy,  the  chirayita  will  be 
found  one  6f  the  most  useful  and  effectual  remedies  which  we  can 
employ. 

'*  The  parts  of  the  plant  that  are  used  in  medicine,  are  the  dried 
stalks,  with  pieces  of  the  root  adhering  to  them.  A  decoction  of 
these,  or,  which  U  better,  an  infusion  of  them  in  bot  water,  is  the 
form  usually  administered.  Spirituous  tinctures  are  also  prepared 
from  the  plant,  with  the  addition  of  orange-peel  and  cardamom  seeds ; 
and  those  who  consider  such  tinctures  as  of  any  avail,  will  find  these 
very  agreeable  bitters.  The  most  useful  purpose,  however,  to  which 
the  tincture  can  be  applied,  is  that  of  being  added  to  the  decoctiotf 
or  infusion,  with  the  view  of  rendering  th^m  more  grateful  to  the 
stomach. 

TOL*  VII.   ^o,  25i  G 
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Hffferantkera  morunee^  root-— similar  to  horse- radiab.  The 
kgumesy  blossoms,  and  leaves,  are  all  esculent  The  seeds  are 
the  ben  nuts  of  old  pharmaceutical  writers. 

Their  expressed  oil  **  is  used  externally,  for  relierxng  the  pain  of 
the  joints,  in  gout  and  acute  rheumatism.  This  oil  is  remarkable  for 
resisting  rancidity ;  and,  on  that  account,  has  been  selected  by  the 
perfumers,  as  the  fittest  for  being  impregnated  with  the  odour  of  jes- 
samines, Tiolets,  tuberoses,  aiid  other  flowers,  which  yield  little  or 
no  essential  oil,  but  impart  their  fragrance  to  expressed  oils. " 

Jatropha  curcas — Seeds  analogous  tothose  of  the  Croion  tigli" 
um^  but  milder,  two  or  three  bein^  taken  for  a  dose. 

Justida  panictdata — Intensely  bitter.  Basis  of  the  drogue  a- 
mere  of  the  Malabar  coast. 

Ligusticum  ajavoain.  (Roxb.) — Ajava  seed  of  Dr  Perceval; 
aromatic. 

Melia  azedarachta  et  sempervirens — Leaves  a  nauseous  bitter, 
without  astringency. 

Menispermum  cardtfolium — Decoction  of  the  leaves  febrifuge 
and  tonic  in  gout  $  youn^  leaves  emollient 

Menispermum  verrucosum,  (Roxb. )-^ Intense  bitter,  used  in  the 
Malay  islands  for  the  cure  of  intermittents. 

MirabiUs  jalapa — ^root  weakly  purgative,  and  uncertain. 

Nigella  Indica — Seeds  a  principal  condiment  in  curries,  on 
account  of  their  agreeable  flavour  and  taste. 

Ocimumpilosum  (Roxb.) 

**  I  have  given  the  rihan  a  place  in  the  catalogue,  on  account  of 
the  peculiar  quality  of  its  seed,  which,  when  infused  in  cold  water, 
forms  a  mucilage  much  used  by  the  natives  as  a  demulcent  in  catarrhs. 
From  the  slight  aroma  which  it  possesses,  it  lies  easier  on  the  sto* 
mach  than  most  other  vegetable  mucilages.  It  is  a  favourite  medi« 
cine  with  the  native  women,  who  take  it  after  parturition,  abd  sup- 
pose that  it  relieves  the  after-pains.  *' 

FhyUanthiiS  emblica^  fruit — a  species  of  myrobalans. 

Plantago  Ispaghul  (Roxb.)— Seeds  mucilaginous. 

Plumbago  zeylanica  et  rosea — roots  extremely  aarid,  used  as 
vesicatories. 

Punica  granatum^^VLX  readers  will  remember  the  account  of 
the  efficacy  of  pomegranate  bark  in  taenia,  published  in  the  Ninth 
Number  of  this  Journal  by  Dr  Buchanan.  Dr  Fleming  now  in- 
forms us,  that  taenia  is  not  a  common  disorder  in  Bengal ;  but 
that  since  Dr  B.'s  communication,  several  cases  of  it  have  oc* 
curred  to  Dr  Hunter  and  Dr  Shoolbred,  in  which  the  bark  of 
the  pomegranate  root  was  used,  and  without  having  fidled  in  a 
sinsle  instance. 

Bubia  manjith  (Roxb.) — analogous  to  madder. 

Sida  cordifolia^  rhombtfolia,  et  rkomboidcea  (Roxb.)— mucU*- 
^ous. 
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Styeknos  nux  vondca^^^xktB  KMnetimes  added  by  diatillen  to 
arradc,  to  make  the  spirit  more  mtoxicatmg^ 

Strychnos  potatorum. 

**  The  leeds  of  the  strychnos  potatoram»  though  never  used  in  me- 
dicinet  are  highly  Taluable*  and  lerviceable,  to  both  Eoropeani  an4 
natives,  from  the  qaalitj  which  thej  possess,  of  clearing  muddy  wa« 
ter,  and  rendering  it  potable ;  to  which  the  trivial  name  of  the  tree, 
first  given  to  it  by  Koenig,  alludes.  One  of  the  seeds  is  rubbed  very 
hardy  for  a  minute  or  two,  round  the  inside  of  an  eardien  vessel,  into 
which  die  water  is  poured  and  left  to  settle.  In  a  short  time,  the  im- 
purities subside,  and  leave  the  water  periecdy  limpid  and  tastdess.  ** 

Smietenia  fehrifinga — Bark  astringent  and  febrifuge. 

TemUnalia  beUrica  (Roib.},  et  cheouU — ^fiimish  dmerent  kindd 
of  noyrobalans. 

«'  Those  chiefl7  used  in  medicine,  are  the  bar,  and  the  zengt  han 
The  har  u  the  dried  ripe  fruit.  It  is  the  largest  of  the  myrobalanSf 
of  an  oblong  ovate  shape,  marked  with  five  rarrows  and  five  ridges 
ahemately.  It  is  sometimes  used  medicinally  as  a  gende  purgadve^ 
but  more  frequendy  employed  for  domestic  purposes^  particulariy  by 
the  dyers,  who  consume  large  quantities  of  it  for  preparing  the  cloth 
to  receive  the  colours.    See  As.  Res.  IV.  41. 

^  The  sengi  har  is  the  Indian,  or  Uack  ayrobalan  of  die  pharma* 
centical  authors.  It  diSbrs  from  the  other  lands,  in  having  scarcely 
the  rudiments  of  a  nut»  beii^  the  fruit  dried  in  a  half  ripe  state.  It 
is  of  an  oblong,  pomted  shape,  about  the  size  of  a  pistachio  nut,  of 
a  deep  bbck  colour,  and  a  firm,  compact  substance.  Its  taste  is 
bitterish,  and  strongly  astringent.  The  zengi  har  is,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  more  freqnendy  used  m  medicine,  by  the  Hindus,  than  any  of 
the  other  myrobalans,  being  very  generally  employed  by  them  as  a 
purgative.  It  operates  briddy,  but  without  occasioning  heat  or  irri* 
tation.  Persons  liable  to  redundancy  of  bile,  habitual  cosdVeness,  or 
any  other  complaint  which  requires  the  frequent  use  of  gende  laxa- 
tives, will  find  this  one  of  the  most  convenient  which  they  can  use. 

Terminalia  citrina  ^Roxb.) — Its  fruit  is  the  mtfrobalanus  citrina 
of  the  shops ;  it  is  cniefly  used  as  a  mordant  in  fixing  the  co- 
lours of  the  chintzes. 

Valeriana  Jataniansi^'Indian  nard ;  analogous  tx)  the  officinal 
valerian. 

FUex  trifolia. 

**  The  leaves  of  the  nisinda  have  a  better  claim  to  the  tide  of  diseu- 
tient  than  any  other  vegetable  remedy  with  which  I  am  acquainted. 
Their  efficacy  in  dispelling  inflammatory  swellings  of  the  joints,  from 
acute  rheumatism,  and  of  the  testicles,  from  suppressed  gonorrhoba, 
has  often  excited  my  surprize.  The  success  with  which  the  natives 
employ  them  in  these  complaints,  has  induced  some  European  prac« 
titioners  to  adopt  the  practice,  and  I  hope  it  will  come  into  general 
use.  The  mode  of  employing  the  leaves  is  simple.  A  quantity  of 
them,  pulled  fresh  from  the  tree,  is  put  into  an  earthen  pot,  and  heat^ 
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ed  over  the  fire,  to  as  great  a  degree  as  can  be  borne  wlthoat  pain. 
They  are  then  applied  to  the  part  affe£led,  in  as  large  a  quaotity  at  caa 
be  conreniently  kept  on  by  a  proper  bandage,  and  the  application  is  re- 
peated three  or  four  times  a-day,  until  the  tumor  is  difpeUed.  ** 

In  the  notes  upon  the  imported  drugs  there  is  also  some  useful 
information.  Dr  Fleming  praises  the  China  root,  from  bis  own 
experience,  (and  it  was  formerly  much  used  in  the  hospitals  of 
Bengal),  as  at  least  equal  to  sarsapariila,  either  as  an  auxiliary  ta 
mercury,  or  as  improving  the  heakh  after  the  use  of  that  remedy. 

Gamf'r— The  extract  of  the  leaves  of  the  uncaria  gambecr 
(Roxb.)  or  the  fceculum  deposited  from  a  boiling  infusion,  which 
is  by  far  the  best.  In  appearance,  and  sensible  qualities,  it  re- 
sembles the  catechu,  as  also  in  its  medicinal  properties.  Its  taste 
is  powerfully  astringent,  ai^d  at  first  bitter,  but  afterwards  sweet* 
ish.  Tried  by  the  gelatine  test,  the  gambir  appears  to  contain 
more  of  the  tannin  principle  than  any  other  vegetable  astringent ; 
and,  were  it  not  for  its  high  price,  it  would  be  a  most  valuable 
material  for  the  preparation  of  leather. 

Petroleum  is  very  generally  employed  by  the  native  practition- 
ers, externally,  as  a  stimulant  in  paralytic  complaints,  and  in 
chronic  rheumatism.  In  this  last  disease  I  can,  from  my  own  ex- 
perience,  recomm^fid  it  as  an  efficacious  remedy ;  having  found 
much  greater  benefit  from  it  than  firom  the  more  costly  cajepul 
oil,  which  I  had  previously  used. 

Copal  seems  to  be  the  produce  of  the  Vateria  Indica. 

Leeches  are  found  in  stagnant  ponds  and  ditches  in  every  part 
of  India. 

We  shall  conclude  these  copious  extracts  with  the  accoimt  of 
the  meloe  cichorei,  an  Indian  substitute  for  cantharides. 

-  **  A  very  full  and  accurate  defeription  of  this  fpecies  of  meloe  has  been 
given  in  the  6th  volume  of  the  Afiatic  Refearcbes,  by  Colonel  Hard* 
wicke,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  valuable  acquifition  to  our  Ma- 
teria Medica.  The  infe£l  abounds  in  every  part  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Oude.  In  the  rainy  feafon,  during  which  it  is  in  its  moil  perfe^  date, 
it  is  found  feeding  on  the  flowers  of  the  various  fpecies  of  hibifcus  and 
sida,  sind  is  readily  diftinguifhed  by  the  three  tranfverfe,  undulated  black 
bands  on  its  yellow  elytra,  which  conftitute  its  fpecific  charader. 

'*  The  meloe  ciehorei,  when  applied  to  the  ikin,  produces  effe^s  pre- 
cifely  fimilar  to  thofe  caufed  by  the  Spanifh  bliflering  fly,  for  which  this 
infe^-will  be  found  a  perfefily  adequate  fubftitute,  either  as  an  external 
ftimulant,  a  rubefacient,  or  for  raiung  a  complete  blillcr,  according  to 
the  mode  in  which  it  is  applied. 

**  The  flies  fhould  be  gathered  in  the  morning  or  evening,,  and  imme- 
diately killed,  by  expofing  them  to  the  fleam  of  boiling  vinegar.  They 
ifcould  then  be  thoroughly  dried  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  afterwards 
put  into  bottles,  to  preferve  them  from  humidity.  " 
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After  the  numerous  extracts  which  we  have  given  from  this 
paper,  our  opinion  of  its  merits  will  be  readily  perceived ;  but  we 
cannot  help  noticing  the  peculiar  propriety  with  which  it  comes 
from  the  bead  of  the  Medical  Board  of  that  immense  colony,  for 
vhose  use  it  is  intended.  It  thus  acquires  a  kind  of  official  au« 
tboritv,  while  its  intrinsic  value  affords  the  gratifying  conviction, 
that  the  gentleman  who  is  placed  in  that  high  and  responsible  si- 
tuation is  eminently  qualified  to  fulfil  its  duties. 


VL 

The  Outlines  of  a  New  System  of  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  Medi- 
cal Surgery.  By  Richard  Reece,  M.D.  Member  of  the  Roy- 
al College  of  Surgeons.  Large  8vo.  pp.  .310.  Highley,  Lon- 
don.    1810. 

nPflE  name  of  this  Doctor  is  probably  as  familiar  to  most  of  our 
-■-  readers  as  that  of  Dr  Brodum,  Dr  Senate,  Dr  Solomon, 
and  other  eminent  professional  characters,  the  ornaments  of  me- 
dical science,  the  great  discoverers  of  all  that  is  useful  in  the  art, 
the  true  and  disinterested  benefactors  of  suffering  and  hamanity«- 
For  who  that  has  heard  of  the  "  Balm  of  Gilead,"  and  the  "  Guide 
to  Jieaith,**  has  not  also  heard  of  the  ^^  MedicsJ  Guide,''  and  the 
**  Dictionary  of  Domestic  Medicine  ?  '*  Who,  that  peruses  the 
first  and  last  pagesof  a  London  newspaper,  (those  repositories  of 
so.  much  modestv  and  truth),  but  finds  his  eye  arrested  by  the 
name  of  Richard  Reece,  Af.  Z).,  with  his  "  Guide"  or  his  "  Dic- 
tionary,'' blazoned  amid  tlie  unassuming  merits  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Williams  the  unrivalled  oculists,  of  Dr  Cavallo's  electric  gir- 
dle, and  of  Dr  Senate's  new  Novel  ?  However,  these  ladies  and 
gentlemen  do  not  lie  within  the  pale  of  our  criticism  ;  and  so  long 
as  Dr  Richard  Reece  confined  himself  to  their  society,— so  long 
as  he  addressed  himself  to  every  man  who  would  be  his  own 
doctor,  and  who  would  of  course  never  consult  us,  either  in  re- 
spect to  diseases  or  books,  we  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  take  any 
notice  of  his  publications.  But  now,  when  he  presumes  to  in- 
struct the  profession  ;  when  he  comes  forward  as  the  founder  of 
a  system,  and  sends  forth  his  precursors,  in  the  shape  of  news- 
paper-advertisements, announcing  the  commencement  of  "  a  new 
servL  in  medical  f^cience," — the  appearance  of  a  new  light,  which 
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is  to  di98ipale  the  mist  of  ignorance  and  hypothesis,  and  condemn- 
ing  all  the  accumulated  knowledge  of  oar  forefathers,  as  a  mass 
of  crude  <*  conjecture  { " — It  is  time  to  warn  our  brethren  against 
his  pompous  and  impudent  pretensions,  and  to  adrise  tbem,  in 
die  language  of  the  police-officers  in  a  crowd,  to  '*  tdce  care  of 
their  pockets. "  <<  Non  omnes  coqui  sant,  qui  magnos  cultros 
gestant, "  is  an  adage  of  venerable  antiquity;  and  it  possesses  an 
admirable  fitness,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  the  present  swaggering 
race  of  soi'disant  doctors.  They  are  the  only  prominent  charac- 
ters in  the  profession.  Their  names  are  everywhere  before  the 
public ;  on  posts  and  walls,  in  newspapers  and  magazine*!,  in  pam- 
phlets and  huge  volumes;  in  short,  they  are  everywhere,  except 
in  the  rolls  oi  colleges  and  universities  f  and,  what  is  more  asto- 
nishing, since  colleges  do  not  make  them,  they  make  colleges :  for 
one  oi  the  tribe  designates  himself  a  member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  at  Aberdeen, — a  learned  corporation,  which 
exists  only  in  his  title-pages  and  advertisements ! 

From  what  seat  of  science  Dr  Richard  Reece  dispenses  the 
benefits  of  his  new  system,  we  might  not,  at  this  distance  have 
discovered :  but  instinct  is  uncontroulable ;  and  the  ass  wiU  bray, 
though  clothed  in  the  skin  of  the  lion.  Dr  Reece  cannot  write  a 
preface,  exc^  in  the  shape  of  an  advertisement :  and  accord- 
ingly,  as  drugs  are  now  shamefully  adulterated,  he  ^  finds  it  ne- 
cessary to  request,  that  gentlemen,  who  may  think  right  to  ^ve 
the  methods  of  treatment  pr<^sed  a  trial,  will  procure  the  me- 
«dicines  at  the  Chemical  and  Medical  Hall,  No.  20,  Bedford 
Street,  Covent-Garden."  "  Because,"  the  i^Mrfor  adds,  "  No  ar- 
ticle, pharmaceutical  or  chemical,  is  sold  there^  which  has  not 
been  previously  examined  by  mysdf  I ''  (Pref.)  In  a  word,  this 
^'  Hall  ''  of  the  oracle,  is,  in  our  vernacular  tongue,  called  a 
chemises  sliop  «•  and  the  Jboctor  is  chief  manipulator  in  the  firm  of 
Reece,  Burgess,  and  Co.  And  moreover,  although  the  first  sen- 
tence of  the  pre&ce  informs  us,  that,  in  publishing  this  new  sys- 
tem of  physic,  the  author  is  **  neither  prompted  by  vanity,  nor  by 
motives  of  interest ; "  yet  the  foregoing  invitation  shows  a  very 
laudable  attention  to  the  advancement  of  the  trade,  and  the  bene- 
fit  of  his  partners.  But  this  preface  likewise  includes  two  other 
advertisements.  First,  it  informs  us,  in  a  note,  tliat  the  Doctor 
has  another  literary  bantling  under  his  protection,  entitled  the 
**  Monthly  Compendiuih  of  Medicine,  Surgery, "  &c,  through 
the  medium  of  which  he  is  ready  to  correspond  with  the  public ; 
f '  a  work  at  which  the  price  is  so  low  (being  only  one  shilling 
jBach  number)  as  to  be  witliin  the  reach  of  every  clas^  of  practi- 
tioners. "  And  secondly,  it  announces  that  an  intended  '*  cour^ 
oi  ItciMxeA  voill  be  given  gratuitously,''  (OI  Quackery,  how 
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mdtybnn  are  thy  shapes  I)  at  his  house  in  Bedford  Street, 
Tent>  Garden,  to  eincidate  the  present  publicaticMi. 

This  lonir  pre&tory  statement  appeared  to  be  necessary  to  the 
snbseqent  iSostration  of  the  work  itself;  upon  whicii,  however, 
it  will  not  be  requisite  to  dilate  our  criticism  to  any  great  length, 
in  order  to  display  all  the  original  acumen  which  characterizes 
the  new  system.  We  are,  indeed,  far  from  insinuating  that  sci* 
ence  is  a  thing  of  aristocratic  birth ;  and  that  those  only,  who 
have  earned  their  honours  in  the  established  institutions  of  learn* 
ing,  are  capable  of  augmenting  the  stock  of  knowledge,  or  are 
worthy  of  being  heard.  But,  while  we  admit  that  ail  preten- 
sions must  be  estimated  by  their  intrinsic  value,  wc  would  inti- 
mate that  great  pretensions  are  scarcely  ever  the  concomitants  of 
real  merit*     ^cce  signum,  as  Falstaff  says* 

Before  our  author  enters  upon  the  delineation  ofhis  "  system,  '* 
he  informs  us  that  a  knowledge  of  ancient  medicine  is  requisite 
to  form  a  respectable  medioJ  character;  and  remarks,  that, 
**  when  the  title  of  Doctor  is  assumed  merely  as  a  claim  to  the 
fee,  which  is  too  often  the  case,  it  is,  perhaps,  of  little  conse- 
quence whether  ike  impostor  can  read. "  (p.  1.)  And  it  appears 
to  tts,  that  the  history  of  medicine,  here  given,  might  have  been 
produced  by  one  who  possessed  very  UtUe  of  that  art :  for  it  con- 
sists of  scarcely  more  than  an  enumeration  of  nameSf  which  might 
have  been  taken  from  any  chronological  index  to  a  medical  his- 
tory* In  truth,  putting  the  nature  of  the  information  out  of  the 
question,  we  never  witnessed  so  shameful  an  imposition  upon  the 
pockets  of  readers,  as  this  volume,  and  more  especially  this  part 
of  tlie  volume,  exhibits*  It  is  printed  upon  the  largest  paper  ever 
used,  the  page  measuring  about  eleven  inches  by  seven  t  (^*  I  had 
my  rule  and  compasses,  my  lord. ")  Yet  the  unes  and  half- lines 
are  so  thinly  scattered  over  these  almost  blank  sheets,  that  tlierc 
are  barely  110  complete  lines  in  twenty- two  pages,  viz*  from 
page  three  to  twenty- four  inclusive !  We  shall  quote  a  few 
pages ! — eg*  page  8th* — *^  He  was  born  in  the  first  year  of  the 
eightieth  (Sympiad  (460  years  before  the  nativity  of  Christ), 
and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  $ "  the  rest  of  tlie  page  is  blank. 
Hmpocrates  is  here  alluded  to* 

Page  19*  *'  According  to  Celsus,  medicine  was  divided  into 
three  branches,  viz.  dietetic,  pharmaceutic,  and  surgery.  " 

'*  Tres  partes  deductSL-^more probably  means  tAe pat  ticularai" 
tention  paid  to  each  branch, " 

*^  Of  the  Pharmacopolae  and  Herbalists* '' 

Page  32*    "  Of  Attalus  I'hiloraeter,  the  last  king  of  Pcrga- 


mus. " 
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.<<  The  Per^mini — rivals  of  the  Egyptians  in  coDecting  books. " 
These  luminous  passages  are  pla^d  at  various  distances  from 
,each  other  upon  toe  almost  blank  leaves;  whence  it  would  ^>- 
jpedx  that  we,  who  purchase  this  costly  book  at  a  distance,  have 
nothing  to  do  but  take  a  journey  to  London,  and  to  fill  op  the 
blanks  by  manuscript  notes,  from  the  oral  instruction  dp  the 
Doctor^  in  his  gratuitous  lectures  I  Truly  this  is  a  ^^  new  system  i  ** 
Among  the  various  modes  of  causing  a  man  to  part  with  his  mo- 
ney, without  any  equivalent,  to  which  names  have  been  given, 
and  punishments  awarded,  this  **  new  system  "  seems  to  have 
never  been  thought  of,  and  therefore  at  present  it  must  remain 
anonymous. 

But  with  respect  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  new  system, 
which  is  erroneously  said  to  relate  to  Uie  ^*  practice  of  physic, " 
the  reader  will  look  in  vain  for  any  other  novelty  than  a  change 
of  terms:  such  as  might  naturally  occur  to  a  druggist  of  uncom- 
mon genius,  while  superintending  the  processess  of  ignition,  ebul* 
lition,  distillation,  effervescence,  &c.  in  his  laboratory ;  and  ob- 
serving the  sparks  and  shocks  of  his  electrieal  machine.  Here, 
he  might  say  to  himself,  we  see  a  most  happy  illustration  of  ilie 
phenomena  of  life  1  '*  The  living  human  body  may  be  casor 
sidered  an  animal  elaboratoryj  in  which  are  constantly  going  on  a 
variety  of  processes  dependent  on  e/iemical  affinity  "  (p.  52).  Life 
Itself  is,  indecid,  a  sort  of  inflammation  or  combustion;  or,  in 
other  words,  **  The  vitality  of  the  body  primarily  depends  on  a 
species  of  isnittoUf  which  I  shall  term  animal  igniiion* ''  (p.  55). 
Oxygen,  which  supports  my  furnace-fire,  is  also  of  *'  use  in  keep- 
ing up  animal  life : "  (54<).  *^  The  lungs  supply  the  body  with 
oxygen,  the  quantity  depending  on  the  quantity  of  red  particles 
of  blood, "  which  are  equivalent  to  the  red-hot  coals  in  my  fire ; 
and  **  the  oxygen  (is)  conveyed  over  the  body  by  the  arteries* 
Jor  keeping  up  its  general  ignition^ "  Ibid,  Hut  how  beautifully 
mav  the  analogy  between  the  animal  and  chemical  laboratory  be 
stilt  farther  elucidated  !  My  electrical  machine,  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  room,  is,  as  it  were,  the  sensorium  or  brain  of  th^  labora- 
tory :  and,  in  like  manner,  f^  the  brain  is,  also,  an  electrical  appa- 
ratus \o  the  body,  supplying  it  with  a  peculiar  electric  matter* 
conducted  over  the  body  by  the  nerves.  By  the  union  of  this  ani- 
mal electric  matter  with  the  oxygen  of  the  blood,  in  the  course  of 
the  arteries  ^nd  accompaming  nei*vcs,  there  is  a  constant  disen- 
gagement of  caloric.  "  {55).  Whence  Shakespeare  justly  calls 
the  living  bodv,  a  **  sensible,  tvarm  being, "  and  coiUr^ts  it  with 
the  **  cold  ana  kneaded  clod  ;  "  thus  anticipating  the  discovery, 
that  ignition  is  the  essential  characteristic  of  life  ! 
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But  the  analogy  does  not  terminate  here.  The  philosophizing 
druggist  continues-^All  the  phenomena  of  di^ense  in  the  animal 
hburatary  are  obviously  explicable,  according  to  the  variations  of 
its  peculiar  electrical  powers,  and  their  peculiar  combinations  with 
the  oxygen.  AH  diseases  consist  in  increased  or  diminished  ig- 
nition, or  in  the  increased  or  diminished  electrical  powers  of  the 
brain :  just  as  all  the  disorders  and  accidents  of  my  cheinical  ela- 
boratory  krise  either  from  the  explosion,  excessive  ebullition,  or 
the  contrary,  in  my  retorts  and  alembics,  when  the  ignition  in  the 
grates  is  too  high  or  too  low ;  or  from  the  varying  powers  of  my 
electrical  machine  I  Thus,  then,  all  the  forms  of  febrile  disease, 
or  pyrexiae.  Class.  I.  (for  in  my  *^  net»  system,  "  I  shall  adopt  the 
classification  of  Dr  CuUen,  p.  79.)  are  diseases  from  **  increased 
ignition. "  The  term  "  intermittent "  will  of  course  be  exploded, 
and  the  appellation  of  "  reairrent  general  increased  ignition  "  will 
be  substituted  (p.  81.) ;  and  so  on,  through  the  catalogue.  ''  In- 
flammation" will  becalled  '^  local  increased  ignition ; "  for  although 
it  appears  probable,  that  even  the  ancients  had  some  obscure  no- 
tion of  life  being  essentially  a  sort  of  combustion,  by  denoting 
Jeter,  and  inflanwiation^  which  are  only  life  in  excess,  by  words 
derived  from  ^nt^^Jire^  or  from  Jerveo^  w^id  Jlamma ;  yet  it  is  quite 
obvious,  that  their  ideas  on  the  subject  were  very  superficial,  and 
therefore  that  their  language  ought  to  be  rejected.  One  proof, 
however,  that  I  have  not  been  anticipated  in  my  new  theory,  is, 
that  no  one  before  myself  has  ever  treated  **  Of  the  difference  of 
the  heat  produced  by  the  combination  of  electric  matter  and  oxy- 
gen, as  in  synocha,  and  from  accumulation  of  electric  matter 
anddeficiency  of  oxygen,  as  in  typhus  fever  and  from  excessive 
haemorrhage, "  p.  55.  No  one  has  heretofore  shown,  that  ^*  when 
the  electrical  power  of  the  brain  is  increased,  and  the  blood  not 
well  oxygenated,  low  fever  is  produced ;  and  ^*  when  the  blood  is 
super- oxygenated,  and  the  electrical  powers  of  the  brain  increased, 
inflammatory  fever  is  produced. ''  p.  56.  Nor  has  any  theory 
hitherto  enisled  us  to  explain  the  *'  oases  of  excemve  general  igni^ 
turn  of  the  human  body,  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  London,  ana  in  the  Journal  de  Physique,  "  in  which 
persons  were  burnt  to  ashes  by  spontaneous  combustion ;  where- 
as, I  can  explain  the  &ct  most  rationally,  upon  the  principle  that 
life  itself  is  ignition ;  for,  it  was  obviously  a  mere  augmentation 
of  t}ie  ordinary  vital  process  i  or  in  other  words,  they  died  from 
exceu  Gflife.  Indeed  an  approxin^ation  to  this  efiect  takes  place  in 
all  cases  of  ^^  increased  ignition, "  as  we  learn  from  ^*  the  appear^ 
ance  of  the  feces;  "  which,  in  febrile  diseases,  like  coals  in  the 
furnace,  become  charred  or  converted  into  charcoal ;  or  to  speak 
more  properly,  are  *'  carbonated  and  surcharged  with  hydrogene 
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gat.**  (p.  56.)  Diseases  of  ^  diminished  jgniUcm  ^  will  aris^  *'  firom 
compresuon  of  nerres  or  arteries,  or  deficiency  of  red  particles 
of  blood  "  {ibid.)f  just  as  the  fire  goes  out»  when  I  dose  my  grate^ 
or  the  fuel  is  deficient. 

Farther,  the  brain,  as  an  electrical  apparatus,  bears  an  aocnrate 
cnatogy  to  my  machine. of  glass  and  leather;  it  emits  both  the 
aura  and  gentle  sparks,  and  violent  shocks*  Of  the  £umer  we 
have  an  example  in  the  rigors  of  fever ;  for  **  contagious  matter, 
introduced  into  the  system  by  the  lungs,  first  increases  the  exci- 
tability of  the  brain  ;  an  excessive  discharge  of  electric  matter  is 
produced  through  the  nervous  (what  ?),  producing  a  sensation  of 
shivering  f  succeeded  by  increased  ignition. "  p.  59.  But  when 
the  body  is  falling  asleep,  it  sometimes  forms  an  electric  battery; 
for  an  **  accumulation  of  electric  matter  in  the  body,  the  dry 
state  of  the  skin  not  afiPording  a  conducting  surface,  amn  suddenly 
discharge  from  the  brain  on  the  approach  of  sleep,  producing  an 
electric  shodk. "  p.  55.  But  the  affinity  between  the  animal  and 
mechanical  machines  is  still  greater  in  respest  to  the  influence  oi 
the  weather  upon  them ;  for  **  the  dectrical  power  of  the  brain 
(is)  affected  by  vicissitudes  of  the  atmosphere :  people  whose  ce- 
rebral system  is  too  excitable  can  htncepn^nosticaierain. "  p.  60. 
Rain  is. composed  in  the  atmosphere,  *^  the  union  of  the  hydro- 
gene  and  oxygene,  efiected  by  electric  fluid,  thus  afiectinff  the 
animal  electrical  machine. "  {lUd.)  Besides  we  know  that  ^  nght- 
ning  sometimes,  by  destroying  the  electrical  powers  of  the  brain, 
produces  instantaneous  death ;  the  body  in  such  case  exhibits  no 
morbid  appearance,  except  that  the  feces  seem  to  be  charred^ 
and  the  brain  is  sulphurous.  The  feces  in  the  lower  intestines  of 
a  dark  (carbonated)  appearance.  The  brain  emits  a  sulphurous 
odour.*'  (58.) 

Bui  the  builder  of  new  systems  does  not  stop  here;  he  now  dis- 
covers that  TH^  EARTH  itself  is  a  great  living  laboratory  I  ^*  Of 
its  vitality.  Its  powers  of  assimilation*  Of  the  chemiou  proees* 
aes  constantly  going  on  in  it  Of  terrestrial  animation  or  ignition. 
Of  the  difference  between  animal  and  terrestrial  ignition.  Of  the 
difference  between  animal  caloric  and  terrestrial  caloric.  Of  ani- 
mal electric  matter  and  terrestrial  electric  matter.  Of  the  deo* 
trical  powers  of  the  earth, — remarkable  instances  of  defunct  hu- 
man bodies  being  reanimated  by  it*  The  cause  of  such  deaths. 
Of  the  Local  diminished  vitality  of  the  Earthy — the  casise  of  epide^ 
mic  fevers ! "  4*^.  1  his  wonderful  chemist  will  probably  give  some 
important  information  to  his  pUpils;  to  the  purchasers  of  his  book 
\ie  gives  none  (p.  61.)»  except  that,  in  p.  100,  "  Tlie  probable 
^ause  of  pestilential  fevers  "  is  said  to  be,  **  the  diseased  state  of 
the  earth  i "  on  which  the  writer  deigns  to  make  this  comment. 
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'*  Hence  feTen»  attributed  to  contagion,  make  an  equally  rapid 
progress,  wliere  guards  have  been  placed,  and  high  walls  have 
been  butk,  as  in  Russia,  &c.  to  prevent  communication ;  and 
some  instances  have  happened  of  a  great  part  of  Europe,  Asia* 
Africa,  and  America,  suffering  from  similar  fevers  nearly  at  the 
same  time.  The  partial  appearances  of  pestilential  fevers,  and 
die  frequent  occuifreRce  at  the  same  place,  are  pro^s  of  some  lo^ 
col  diseased  sUUe  of  the  earthy ''  &c. 

But  our  readers  must  be  already  disgusted  with  such  a  detail 
of  absurdity,  as  never  issued  from  the  brain  of  one  still  retaining 
the  direction  of  his  own  afikirs.  It  would,  therefore,  be  altoge* 
tfaer  auperfluouB  to  attempt  a  farther  development  of  this  <<  Nem 
Sjfltem^  **  if  we  could  accomplish  it  from  the  loose  hints  scattered 
over  the  huge  pages,  of  which  this  book  consists.  This,  indeed^ 
is  the  less  necessary,  as  the  author,  even  in  his  preface,  justly  an- 
ticipitates  its  fate.  '^  My  medical  opinion;,  "  ne  says,  *<  are  too 
far  removed  from  caimnoti  ideas,  and  common  apprehensions,  to  be 
approved  of  by  the  multitude,  or  to  confer  any  popularity  on  the 
author :  "  a  sentence  which,  whatever  the  reader  might  conceive 
to  the  contrary,  evinces  that  some  degree  of  the  faculty  of  per- 
ceiving truth  still  remains  in  the  Doctor's  ^*  electrical  apparatus.  *' 
His  perceptions  of  grammar  and  orthography,  however,  are  not 
always  quite  so  correct,  especially  in  regard  to  the  I«atin;  as 
when  he  says  "  a  putrid  effluoiai " — "  the  dnHuvia  enters  $ "  (p.  99.) 
*'  the  stamina  depends  $  '*  p.  66 — when  he  tells  us,  that  the  urine 
is  charged  with  phosphate  of  lime  in  cases  of  *'  ilolitas  ossis  j  " 
p.  5S,  and  thus  copies  Dr  CuUen's  definition  of  exanthemata— « 
'*  Morbi  contagiosa  simel  tanti^m  in  decursu  vitae,  &c. ;  definUio 
tempore  apparent  phlogosis,  "  &c.  p.  196. — Other  similar  blun- 
ders  occur. 

After  having  thus  gone  through  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  new  system,  this  very  original  chemist,  who  has  borrowed 
nothing  from  the  doctrines  of  the  French  chemists,  now  in  eve»y 
studenrs  mouth,  proceeds  to  give  new  appellations  to  all  the  dis- 
eases in  Dr  Cullcn's  arrangement,  (whose  characters,,  however^ 
he  copies),  and  goes  on  in  the  old  routine  of  remedies.  But  then 
his  practice  *'  is  too  far  removed  from  common  ideas  **  to  be  con- 
ducted upon  the  common  motives.  He  will  give  misletoe  to  epi- 
leptic persons ;  but  it  is  only  upon  the  idea,  that  it  ^*  may  com- 
municate something  to  the  system  that  may  improve  the  electrical 
powers  of  the  brain.  "  (p.  73.)  He  will  likewise  prescribe  the  ve- 
getable bitters ;  but  not  as  vulgar  tonics  or  corroborants ; — they 
are  intended  to  "  pr  eve  fit  decomposition^  by  increasing  the  cohesion 
of  the  body ; ''  and  he  will  talk  learnedly  and  chemically,  at  the 
same  time^  about  **  the  diffusibility  of  tannin. '' 
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In  a  word,  the  annals  of  empiricism  contain  not  such  a  paltry 
example  of  pompous  imposition  and  splendid  nonsense,  from  the 
days  of  John  of  Gaddesden  downwards,  as  is  exhibited  in  this 
wire- wove  imperial  octavo. 


VII. 

Cases  of  Organic  Diseases  of  tlie  Hearty  mth  Disseciions,  and 
some  remarks^  intended  to  point  out  the  distinctive  symptoms  of 
these  diseases :  Read  before  the  Counsellors  tf  the  Massackussets 
Medical  Society.    By  John  E.  Warren,  M.  D.     Boston, 
1809.     8vo.  pp.  61,  and  2  plates. 

THESE  cases,  ten  in  number,  are  sufficiently  interesting ;  most 
happily  illustrate  the  general  observations  of  Corvisart, 
with  which  iJr  Warren  appears  to  have  been  previously  acauaint- 
ed;  and  prove  how  constantly  the  principal  organic  lesions 
of  the  heart  are  connected  with  the  external  phenomena  which 
the  French  physician  has  shown  to  be  diagnostic  of  these 
changes. 

or  these  cases,  seven  were  examples  of  solid  enlargement,  and 
active  aneurism  of  the  heart;  there  is  one  case^only  of  simple 
dilatation  or  passive  aneurism.  These  eight  cases  were  connect- 
ed also  with  ossification,  or  induration  of  the  valves.  In  the 
seventh  case,  tlie  aorta  and  its  valves  were  thickened,  and  the 
heart  unaffected.  In  the  eighth,  along  vrith  rigidity  of  the  tri- 
cuspid valves,  and  th^  pulmonary  semilunars,  the  heart  was  found 
covered  with  fat,  and  enlarged,  but  whether  solidly,  or  b^  simple 
dilatation,  is  not  mentioned.  To  these  cases  is  subjomed  the 
following  table. 

Enumeration  of  the  principal  morbid  changes  observed  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  hearty  in  the  preceding  cases. 
Enlargement  of  the  volume  of  the  heart,  or  aneurism. 
Increase  ofthe  capacity  or  aneurism  of  the  right  auricle  ^.^  ^.  , 

'- of  therightventriclef  ^^  or  Vin 

_  of  the  left  auricle  C  |.-j.:gtg- 

—————— of  the  left  ventricle  Jr 

of  the  aorta,  with  thickening  of 

its  coats. 
Fleshlike  thickening  of  the  mitral  valves. 

■  of  the  aortal  valves. 

■■■—  M.  ■    of  the  aorta* 
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CartiUginous  thickening  of  the  internal  membrane  of  the  heart, 

and  generally  of  its  yalves. 
Ossification  of  the  parietea  of  the  heart. 
.   ■■  mitral  valves. 

■—  aortal  valves. 
■  ......  aorta. 


•^—  coronary  arteries* 


Enumeration  of  the  principal  morbid  appearances  observed  in  theso 
cases  of  disease  of  the  heart,  which  may  be  considered  secondary. 

"  In  the  cavity  rftke  cranium. 
Inflammation  of  the  meninges. 
Water  between  the  meninges.  '  ^ 

Water  in  the  ventricles. 

In  the  pleura,  and  its  cavity. 
Inflammation  and  thicKcning  of  the  pleura. 
Collection  of  water  in  its  cavity. 
Lungs  dark  coloured. 

—  generally  very  firm»  and  particularly  in  some  parts. 

loaded  with  black  blood. 

■  ■  -      crowded  into  a  narrow  space. 

In  the  pericardium  and  its  cavity. 
Inflammation  and  thickening  of  its  substance. 
Adhesion  to  the  heart  and  lungs. 
Collection  of  water  in  its  cavity. 

In  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
Collection  of  water. 
Liver  very  full  of  fluid  blood 

having  its  tunic  flaccid  and  inflamed. 

Mesenteric  veins  full  of  blood. 

CeUular  membrane  full  of  water. 

The  blood  everywhere  fluid,  except  in  the  cavities  of  the  heart. 
In  those  cases  which  came  under  our  author's  notice,  the 
symptoms  most  observable  are  the  following — 

•*  The  first  notice  of  disorder  is  commonly  from  an  irregular  and 
tumultuous  movement  of  the  heart,  which  occurs  before  any  percep- 
tible derangement  of  the  other  functions.  This  irregularity  slowly 
increases,  and  arrives  at  its  height  before  the  strength  of  the  patient 
is  much  impaired,  at  least  in  the  cases  which  i  have  noticed  ;  and  as 
the  vigour  of  the  patient  lessens,  the  force  of  the  palpitations  dimi- 
nishes. These  palpitations  are  often  so  strong  as  to  be  perceptible  to 
the  eye  at  a  considerable  distance.  They  are  seldom  most  distinct 
in  the  place  where  the  pulsation  of  the  heart  is  usually  felt.  Some- 
times they  are  perceived  a  little  below ;  often  in  the  epigastric  region ; 
and  not  unfrequently  beneath,  and  on  the  right  side  of  the  sternum. 

*'  After  the  palpitations  have  lasted  some  time^  a  little  difficulty  of 
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breathing,  accompanied  with  sighing,  is  perceived,  especially  on  any 
great  exertion,  ascending  an  eminence,  or  taking  cold,  of  which  there 
is  an  uncommon  susceptibility.  This  dyspnoea  becomes,  as  it  increa- 
ses, a  most  distressing  nymptom.  It  is  induced  by  the  slightest  cause ; 
as  by  an  irregularity  in  diet,  emotions  of  the  mind,  and  especially 
movement  of  the  body :  so  that,  on  ascending  stairs  quickly,  the  pa- 
tient is  threatened  with  immediate  suffocation.  It  occurs  at  no  stated 
periods,  but  is  never  long  absent,  nor  abates  much  in  violence  during 
the  course  of  the  disease  It  is  attended  with  a  sensation  of  universal 
distress,  which  perhaps  may  arise  from  the  circulation  of  unoxyge- 
nated  blood,  or  accumulation  of  carbon  in  the  system ;  for  the  coun- 
tenance becomes  livid,  and  the  skin,  especially  that  of  the  extremities, 
receives  a  permanent  dark  colour.  This  dyspocia  soon  causes  distress 
in  lying  in  an  horizontal  posture.  The  patient  raises  his  head  in  bed 
gradually,  adding  one  pillow  after  another,  till  be  can  rarely,  in  some 
cases  never.  He  down  without  danger  of  suffocation  ;  he  inclines  his 
head  and  breast  forward,  and  supports  himself  upon  an  attendant^  or 
a  bench  placed  betore  him.  A  few  hours  before  death,  the  muscular 
power  is  no  longer  capable  of  maintaining  him  in  that  posture,  and 
h&  sinks  backward.  The  dyspnoea  is  attended  with  cough,  sometimes 
through  the  whole  of  the  disease,  sometimes  only  at  intervals.  The 
cough  varies  in  frequency.  It  is  always  attended  with  copious  expec- 
toration of  thick  mucus,  which,  wm  the  disease  advances^  becomes 
brown-coloured,  and  often  tinged  with  blood.  A  short  time  before 
death,  it  frequently  consists  entirely  of  black  blood. 

^'  Tlie  changes  in  the  phenomena  of  the  circulation  are  very  re- 
markable. The  sanguiferous  system  is  increased  in  capadty;  the 
veins,  especially,  are  swelled  with  blood ;  the  countenance  is  high- 
coloured,  except  in  fits  of  d3rf:pnoea,  when  it  becomes  livid  ;  and  it  is 
very  frequently  puffed  or  turgid.  The  brightness  of  the  eyes,  dizzi- 
ness, which  is  a  common,  and  headach,  which  is  a  frequent  symp* 
torn,  and  in  some  cases  very  distressing,  are  probably  connected  with 
these  changes.  The  motions  ef  the  heart,  as  has  already  been  stated, 
are  inordinate,  irregular,  and  tumultuous.  The  pulse  presents  many 
peculiarities  ;  in  spme  cases,  probably^  where  there  is  no  obstruction 
in  the  orifices  of  the  heart,  it  remains  tolerably  regular,  and  is  either 
hard,  full,  quick,  vibrating,  and  variable,  or  sofr,  slow,  compressible, 
and  variable  ;  most  commonly,  perhaps  always,  when  the  orifices  of 
the  heart  are  obstructed,  it  is  vibrating,  very  regular,  very  intermit- 
tent, sometimes  contracted,  and  almost  imperceptible,  very  variable, 
often  disagreeing  with  the  pulsations  of  the  heart,  and  sometimes  dif- 
fering in  one  of  tlie  wrists  from  the  other. 

**  The  functions  of  the  brain  suffer  much  dbturbance.  Melancholy, 
and  a  disposition  for  reverie  attend  the  early  stages  of  the  complaint ; 
and  there  is  sometimes  an  uncommon  irritability  of  mind.  The  dreams 
become  frightful,  and  are  interrupted  by  sudden  starting  up  in  ter- 
ror. Strange  illusions  present  themselves.  The  mental  faculties  are 
impaired.  The  termination  of  the  disease  is  attended  with  slight  de* 
hrium,  sometimes  \nth  frenzy,  and  with  hemiplegia^ 
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•«  Tbe  abdomiiial  ▼ifcen  ire  loctlly^  u  well  as  generally  affected. 
Akhoogh  tbe  digefttve  functions  are  occsfiouaHiy  deranged^  the  appetite 
is  at  fooie  periods  remarkably  keen.  The  action  of  the  inteftines  is 
fomttimes  regiilar»  but  a  ftate  of  coftiveDeb  is  comnx>n.  The  lirer  is  oftes 
enlarged,  probably  from  accumubtion  of  blood.  This  diftenfioa  is  at« 
tended  with  pain  )  varies  much  i  and,  in  all  the  cales  I  have  feen»  hat 
fubfided  before  death,  leaving  the  coats  of  the  liver  wrinkledt  flaccid*  and 
marked  with  appearances  of  inflammation|  caused  by  the  distension  and 
prefTure  asainft  the  furrounding  parts.  An  effect  of  the  accumulation  of 
blood  in  the  liver,  and  consequently  in  the  mesenteric  veinSt  is  the  fre< 
quent  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  hflcmorrhoidal  veSels.  This  occurs 
both  in  the  early  and  late  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  and  may  become  a  formi- 
dable fymptom.     Evacuations  of  blood  from  the  nofie  are  not  uncommoa. 

**  Dropidcal  fwellings  in  various  parts  of  the  body  fucceed  the  fymp- 
toms  already  enumerated.  They  commence  in  the  cellular  membrane  of 
the  feet,  and  gradually  extend  up  the  legs  and  thighs ;  thence  to  tbe 
abdominal  cavity  ;  to  the  thorax ;  fometimes  to  the  pericardium,  to  tbe 
face,  and  faperior  extremities ;  and,  laflly,  to  the  ventricles  and  OMnin- 
ges  of  the  brain.  Thefe  collections  of  water  may  be  reabforbed  by  the 
aid  of  medicine;  but  they  always  return,  and  attend,  in  fome  degree^ 
the  patient's  death. 

**  There  is  no  circiimstance  more  remarkable  in  the  courie  of  this 
complaintt  than  the  alternations  of  eafe  and  diftrefs.  At  one  time,  the 
patient  fuffiers  the  Cevereft  agonies ;  afiumes  the  moft  ghaftly  appearance, 
and  is  apparently  on  the  verge  of  death :  in  a  day,  or  a  week  after,  hia 
pain  leaves  him  $  his  happine(s  and  cbeerfulnefs  return ;  a  degree  of  vi« 
gottr  is  reftored ;  and  his  friends  forget  that  he  has  been  ilL  The  pa- 
roxyfms  occafionally  recur,  and'  become  more  frequent i  as  the  difeafe 
progrefies.  Afterwards^  the  intermiflions  are  fiiorter ;  and  a  clofe  fuc« 
ceffion  of  paroxysms  begins.  If  the  progrefs  of  the  complaint  has  been 
flow  and  regular,  the  patient  finks  into  a  ftate  of  torpor,  and  dies  with- 
out  fttffering  great  diftrefs.  If,  on  the  contrary*  its  progrefs  has  been 
rapid*  the  dyspnoea  becomes  exceflive  ;  the  pain  and  ftri^ure  about  the 
praecordia  are  infupportable;  a  furious  delirium  fometimes  fucceeds;  and 
the  patient  expires  in  tenible  agony. 


VIII. 

J  Commeniaty  an  the  Treatment  of  Ruptures f  particularlj^  in  a 
State  ^Strangulation.  By  Edward  Ocoheoan,  Member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  8cc.  LondoDi  1810.  8vo. 
p^.  95. 

HPhe  object  of  this  peribrmance  is  to  maintain,  that  the  taxis^ 
'^  or  attempt  to  reduce  strangulated  hernia  by  manual  force  and 
desterityy  is  useless,  dangerouS|  and  should  be  abandoned* 
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The  apettiire  tlirough  which  the  hernia  ha^  passed,  he  observes, 
is  in  its  natunil  state,  and  cannot  be  altered  or  enlarged;  it  is  not 
dilatable;  and  the  hernia  is  strangulated  or  irreduciolei  only  be- 
cause it  has  become  enlarged  and  inflamed.    The  aperture  is  not 
dilatable,  and  the  dimensions  of  the  hernia  exceed  it;  and  the 
conclusion  is,  **  that  the  latter  cannot  be  passed  through  the  for- 
mer by  any  exertion  of  force,  or  by  any  manceuvre ;  unless  that 
an  alteration  is  effected  in  either,  it  is  physically  impossible.  " 
Next  he  argues,  that  the  taxis  can  neither  enlarge  the  one»  nor 
lessen  the  bulk  of  the  other;  that  it  can  effect  no  alteration  in 
either,  and  must,  therefore,  be  useless  and  unavailing.    It  is  al- 
so dangerous,  as  it  must  excite  and  increase  inflammation,  and 
consequently  the  bulk  of  the  protruded  intestine*     It  appears, 
therefore,  to  MrGeohegan,  th^t  the  indication  of  cure  laid  down, 
generally,  is  not  warranted  by  the  nature  of  the  disease,  nor  by 
the  treatment ;  namely,  to  return  the  hernia  through  Uie  aper- 
tures by  pressure  with  the  hands,  because  it  is  not  the  situation 
of  the  intestine,  it  is  the  enlargement  of  it  which  occasions  the 
symptoms ;  and  that  state  should,  in  the  first  instance,  forbid 
the  attempt,  on  account  of  its  obvious  impracticability.     The  on- 
ly indication  of  ture  which  it  admits,  is,  to  reduce  the  hernia 
to  the  size  of  which  it  had  been  previously  to  its  having  been 
strangulated.     In  furtherance  of  this  intention,  all  our  eflS>rts 
should  be  directed  to  the  removSl  of  the  air  and  of  the  inflam- 
mation; and  the  surgeon  should  discharge  out  of  his  mind  every 
idea  of  pushing  ItacK  the  hernia.     Agreeably  to  this  view,  the 
means  recommended,  are  repose  and  relaxed  posture,  the  anti- 
phlogistic regimen;  the  application  of  cold  wet  cloths  to  the  tu- 
mor, blood-letting,  and  the  tobacco  glyster.    But  Mr  Geohegan 
has  also  his  taxis  1     He  does  not,  indeed,  expect,  by  it,  to  push 
the  protruded  gut  through  the  ring,  but  merely  to  diminish  its 
bulk,  by  forcing  out  the  air  by  which  it  is  distended. 

*'  I  surround  the  hernia  with  my  hand  or  hands,  at  abou^its  mid- 
dle, in  the  way  diat  I  would  grasp  a  gum  elastic  botde,  to  press  out 
its  air,  or  other  contents,  by  gently  approximating  its  sides;  always 
holding  in  view,  that  the  tumor  is  to  be  empded,  and  not  pushed  ^^ 
and  that  a  little  assistance  to  the  compressing  force  which  the  coats 
of  the  intestines  are  exerting,  by  lessening  its  area,  even  in  a  small 
^gree,  the  air  will  be  strongly  impelled  against  the  part  of  the  tube 
which  IB  closed,  and  through  which  it  is  only  necessary  jhat  it  should 
obtain  exit,  to  effect  our  ptirpose, " 
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PART  III. 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Report  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Public  DiSPENSAJtT^  (near 
Care^Street\  Londonyfram  the  ^\st  August  to  Nov.  SOth  18 tO. 

Acute  Disma$ss, 


Qmytidiana  •  •  • 
Syixichiis  •  •  • 
Cynancbe  tonafllaris 
— — —  parotjd 
Odontalgia  .  . 
Catarrhiu  •  • 
neuritis  .  •  . 
Peripneumonia 
Pertussis  .  •  . 
Scarlatina  •  . 
Rubeola  •  •  • 
Variola     .     •    . 


Noiof  CaMB. 

.  .  .     1 

.  •  .  15 

.  .  .  12 

.  .  .     1 

.  •  .     1 

.  •  .  70 

.  .  .     3 

.  .  12 

.  .  .     2 

.  .  .  12 

.  .  .    9 

.  .  .     3 


No.  of  CaMs. 

Herpes  zoster  •  •  •  .  .  2 
Erysipelas     ...     ...     4 

Hepatitis S 

Febris  infantum  ....  13 
Hydrocephalus  •    ....     1 

Apoplexia     * 2 

Dysenteria 20 

Peritonitis 1 

Cholera     .......  U 

Rheumatismus  acutus  .  .12 
Arthritis  rheumatica  ...  4 
Abortus 3 


Cbronic  Diseases. 


Naof 

CefJialsea 

Vertigo 

Catarrhus  chronicua 
Asthma  et  Dyspncca    .     •    , 

Palpitatio 

Haemoptysis  et  Phthisis    •    < 

Dyspepsia 

Gastrodjmia 

Pyrosis 

Vomittifl 

Hsnnatemesii 

Sdrrhu^  pylori  •    .    •    •    • 

Icterua 

Enterodjnia 

Peritonitis  chronica     .     .     . 

Diarrhoea 

ColJca  Pictonum     .    •     •    . 
Hzmorrhagia  intestinalis  •     . 

3]arasmu8 

VOL    VII.    NO.  25, 


22 
2 

30 
4 
2 

14 

18 

19 
5 
S 
2 
1 
5 
7 
1 

24 
1 
1 

11 


Ko.  of  CatM, 

Tsnia 2 

Ascarides 3 

H»morrhois 1 

Hysteralgia 2 

Amenorrhoea 5 

Dysmenorrhoea     ....  3 

Menorrhagia 2 

Leucorrhcjea 8 

PrdTipsus  uteri 2 

Nephralgia 5 

Ischuria '    •    •  2 

Dysuria S 


Hsematuria 


n 


Rheumatismus  chronicua 
Lumbago  et  Sciatica    .    • 
Tremor  paralyticus      .     . 

Epilepsia       4 

Hysteria     ......    6 


1 
1 

18 

11 

2 
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Chronic  Diseases  continued. 


No.  of  Cases 

Chorea      .......  1 

Asthenia 20 

Tympanites 2 

Obesitas 1 

Hydrops .  5 

Xjcpra 1 

Prurigo 4 


No.  of  Cases. 

Impetigo 6 

Pityriasis        1 

Psoriasis 3 

Scabies 7 

Porrigo  .......  ^ 

Aphthe ^ 


The  weather,  ivhich  bad  been  dry  and  warm  during  the  latter 
half  of  August,  continued  so,  with  little  variation^  until  the  mid- 
dle of  October :  scarcely  so  much  as  a  shower  of  rain  having  oc- 
curred during  the  whole  of  that  period :  Nevertheless,  the  tem- 
perature never  reached  any  high  pitch,  but  was  uniformly  mo- 
derate and  grateful.  The  latter  part  of  October  was  more  yftri- 
able ;  the  temperature  being  often  low,  and  several  wet  days  oc- 
curred. The  month  of  November  has  been  remarkably  wet ; 
heavy  and  long  continued  showers  falling  almost  dailjr,  with 
some  severe  gales  of  wind  from  the  south-west,  and  often  with 
a  gloomy  and  muggy  atmosphere,  or  a  moderate  degree  of  fog. 
The  last  two  duys  of  the  month  have  been  frosty,  with  morning 
and  evening  fogs. 

The  exanthematous  contagions  have  been  epidemic  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  especially  the  scarlet  fever  and  measles ;  but 
they  seem  to  be  at  present  on  the  decline  in  our  district.  The 
cases  under  the  head  of  rubeola  were,  with  one  exception,  the 
sequelae  of  the  disease,  consisting  principally  of  a  pulmonary  ai^ 
fection,  and  in  two  or  three  instances  of  diarrhoea :  The  whole  of 
them  occurred  in  September  and  the  first  week  in  October ;  and 
no  case  of  scarlatina  has  appeared  at  the  Dispensary  since  the 
beginning  of  tlie  present  month.  The  last  mentioned  disease 
spread  rapidly  through  the  younger  branches  of  the  family,  where- 
ever  introduced,  and  often  affected  the  adults  with  sore- throat 
only,  as  is  most  usual. 

The  number  of  cases  of  asthenia  is  commonly  considerable 
during  the  autumnal  months.  It  consists  of  a  general  depression 
of  the  strength  and  spirits,  with  various  sensations  of  lowness, 
sinking,  and  fluttering  about  tlie  praecordia,  sometimes  with  pains 
in  the  stomach  or  head,  back  and  limbs,  with  loss  of  appetite,  and 
indisposition  to  sound  sleep.  It  is  found  chiefly  in  women  of  a 
middle  age,  and  feeble  habit;  and,  in  the  various  cases  that  come 
before  us,  is  traced  to  various  debilitating  causes,  the  operation 
of  which  seemff  to  be  aided  by  the  influence  of  close  and  warm 
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leather,  fts  we  have  before  bad  occasion  to  remark.  *  In  some 
it  is  attributed  to  the  previous  occurrence  of  other  disea&es,  es- 
peciallv  acute  ones;  in  others  it  has  followed  child-birth,  and 
more  frequently  abortion  ; — in  otlurs  again  it  is  connected  with 
leucorrhcea,  or,  in  older  females,  with  the  constitutional  derange- 
ment accompanying  the  cessation  of  t«:e  menstrual  discharge  ;«— 
and  in  others,  witn  derangement  of  the  alimentary  canal,  of 
which  cosliveness  is  a  general  symptom.  The  predisposition  to 
this  asthenic  state  seems  to  be  occasioned  by  the  imperfect  nutri- 
ment, the  unwholesome  habitations,  the  fatigue  and  anxiety,  and 
the  too  long  suckling  of  children,  to  which  many  of  the  poor 
females,  who  bring  up  families  in  the  alleys  of  London,  must  ne- 
oesBarily  submit  In  general  the  use  of  vegetable  bitters,  com-* 
bined  with  somediffusiDle  stimulant,  (such  as  the  sthers  and  am- 
monia)^ ftfibrds  a  prompt  relief  to  ihe  spirits  and  morbid  sensa- 
tions of  these  patients,  which  would  be  more  permanent,  if  rest 
and  natriment  were  combined  with  medicine. 

Ha&matemesis,  or  vomiting  of  blood,  is,  like  the  disorder  just 
mentioned,  almost  exclusively  observed  in  women  ;  we  do  not, 
indeed,  recollect  to  have  seen  it  in  a  male  subject,  independent  of 
a  violent  local  cause.  The  women  themselves  are  usually  dlspos- 
ed  to  attribute  it  to  a  suppression  or  irregularity  of  the  cstame- 
nia  f ;  but  it  occurs  occasionally  where  that  discharge  is  regular. 
If  we  consider  the  delicate  texture  of  the  stomach,  the  import- 
ance of  its  foDCtion,  and  its  contiexion  with  life,  we  cnnnot 
wonder  that  a  haemorrhage  from  the  vessels  of  its  internal  sur- 
face should  have  excited  considerable  alarm.  Hoffmann  affirms, 
that  ^'  a  vomiting  of  blood  is  of  almost  all  hemorrhages  the  most 
dangerous;  '^  but  he  admits,,  at  the  same  time,  that,  when  it  arises 
from  plethora  or  suppressed  evacuations,  *^  we  need  not  des-« 
pair.  "  X  Experience,  however,  teaches  us  that  the  ordinary  form 
of  hsmatemesis  in  females  is  generally  a  trivial  disorder,  and 
easily  removed ;  especially  since  the  use  of  refrigerants,  astrin- 
gents, ^nd  emmenagogues,  has  been  superseded  by  tne  employment 
of  laxatives,  as  suggested  by  Dr  Hamilton.  In  truth,  we  have 
found  the  administration  of  laxatives  more  uniformly  successful 
in  the  case  of  hematemesis,  than  in  any  other  disease  in  which 
those  medicines  have  been  recommended  by  Dr  Hamilton.  It 
yields  readily  in  general,  to  any  laxative,— to  the  neutral  salts,  to 
calomel,  or  to  rhubarb ;  and  with  the  moderate  operation  of 

*  See  the  Report  for  tbe  sunimer  1807,  in  Vol  III.  page  504' of  this  Journal, 
f  Such  an  opinion,  indeed,  is  as  old  as  Hippocrates ;  who  says;  **  Mulieri  san 
guinem  evomenti,  mensibtts  erumpentibus,  solutio  fit  **     Apbor.  Sect  V.  o2, 
^  See  his  M«edicina  Rationalis  Sy.unutica.     Tom.  II.  Par.  it. 
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these  tnedicinesy  the  concomitant  symptoms  of  indispoeition^ 
which  accompany  hsematemesis,  also  readily  disappear ;  namely, 
the  languor  and  debility  ;  the  nausea  and  oppression  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  other  dyspeptic  s3*mptom8 ;  •  and  the  appearance  of 
the  complexion  and  countenance  improves. 

The  single  case  of  lepra,  which  has  been  so  inreterate  as  to 
cover  the  patient  from  bead  to  foot,  is  in  a  young  woman,  about 
26  years  of  age,  who  had  previous]  v  sufferen  two  or  three  similar 
attacks  of  the  difc en "^e,  from  which  slie  recovered  in  a  few  months. 
She  has  been  confined  to  bed  for  four  or  five  weeks,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  inability  to  move,  occasioned  by  the  universal  pain 
and  stiffness  of  the  skin,,  which  is  every  day  casting  off  and  re- 
producing large  thick  scales,  under  which  it  is  red,  stiff,  and 
shining.  On  the  face,  the  scales  are  much  smaller,  and  there 
arc  insterstices  of  sound  skin,  between  tlie  leprous  patches ;  hut 
even  the  edges  of  the  eyelids  arc  aflected.  Having  taken  the 
decoction  of  dulcamara  for  two  or  three  weeks,  with  Plummer'a 
pill,  or  the  sulphur  antimonii  praecipitatum  abne,  tlie  progress  of 
the  disease  seems  to  be  arrested,  tlie  scales  are  forming  in  small* 
er  quantity,  and  the  skin  is  becoming  somewhat  more  supple. 
i^he  had  previouialy  taken  the  arsenical  solution  without  relief. 
In  some  places,  especially  about  the  joints,  where  the  bkin  was 
chopped  and  a  slight  moisture  issued,  the  application  of  the  un- 
guentum  citrinum,  considerably  diluted,  afforded  relief. 

The  two  cases  of  apoplexy  terminated,  as  is  usual,  fatally. 
The  head  of  one  of  the  persons,  a  large  plethoric  man,  addicted 
to  drinking,  wa^  examined ;  and  not  only  a  great  distension  of 
the  vchsels  of  the  brain,  but  a  considerable  extravasation  of  blood 
on  the  surface  of  one  side,  was  found.  The  ^ects  of  a  more 
gradual  pressure  on  the  brain  were  exemplified  in  a  young  woman, 
who  had  suffered  an  incessant  headach,  varying  of  course  in 
degree,  for  a  period  of  thirteen  months.  The  pain  affected  prin* 
cipally  the  left  side,  from  the  ear  to  the  side  of  the  nose,  but 
shootmg  frequently  through  the  bead.  In  the  course  of  the 
year,  she  had  suffered  several  fits,  beginning  with  a  faintness, 
which  induced  her  to  lie  down,  and  going  on  to  insensibility  f 
sometimes  accompanied  with  slight  convulsive  motions  of  the 
limbs,  and  a  little  frothing  at  the  mouth  j  and  leaving  her  some- 
what uncollected  in  mindw  Latterly  the  pain  had  affected  her 
gums,  and  she  had  had  two  or  three  teeth  U'awn,  without  relief; 
tne  cheek  became  swelled,  tender,  and  acutely  painful,  with  ten- 
derness of  the  scalp  of  that  side  of  the  head,  as  in  the  rheumatic 
hemicrania.  I  saw  her  within  a  month  previous  to  her  dcatii, 
when  neither  evacuations  by  cupping  and  l^tering,  nor  anodynes 
and  diaphoretics,  with  a  gentle  action  upon  the  bowels,  afforded 
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any  relief.  Her  person,  however,  continued  rather  en  bon  |)oint, 
and  was  in  this  state  when  slie  died,  suddenly,  in  one  of  the 
fits.  An  oblong,  irregular  cyst,  containing  a  very  thick,  dark- 
green  pus,  intermixed  with  a  little  ragged  lymph,  was  found  ad* 
hering  to  the  anterior  part  of  the  middle  lobe  of  the  cerebrum, 
extending  obliquely  forwards  and  downwards,  and  pressing  upon 
the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  as  it  passes  over  the  ridge  of  the  sphe- 
noid bone.  The  whole  of  the  surHice  of  the  middle  lobe  adher^'i 
firmly  to  the  dura  mater;  and  that  membrane,  considerably  thick* 
ened,  was  attached  to  the  cranium.  There  were  nearly  two 
ounces  of  lymph  in  the  ventricles,  but  the  right  hemisphere  of 
the  brain  appeared  perfectly  sound.  The  situation  of  the  abscess, 
in  respect  to  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  explained  the  affection  of 
the  cheek  and  gums,  which  led  meXo  anlicipale  some  aifecti(m  of 
the  antrum.  T.  B. 

fjondoHj  November  80,  13iO. 


Vaccination. — Extract  from  a  French  Paper, — Office  of  Mi^ 
nister  of  the  Interior.  CerUral  Committee  (j/  the  Vaccine  tnstitU" 
tion,  at  Paris. 

Tew  yeUTB  of  labour  and  bucc€m,  have  at  len^  decided  the  important  question,  . 
as  to  the  mociDC  powcaaing  the  power  of  preserving  all  tho«e,  in  whom  it  has  regularly 
gone  through  ita  progreaa,  from  the  small- pox.  'lliis  has  been  carried  to  such  a  de- 
gree of  certain^  by  the  experiments  of  tlie  Centnil  Committee,  and  its  numerous 
correspondents,  as  well  Frenchmen  as  strangerH,  that  there  is  not  at  present  any  fact 
in  medicine  better  proved,  or  more  certain,  than  that  which  establishes  the  truly  an" 
tivariohuM  power  •f  the  Vaccine. 

His  Majesty  the  Emprror  and  King,  to  whom  the  different  reports  of  the  Central 
Committee  have  been  presented,  has  b^n  sensible  of  the  advantages  which  would  re- 
sult frasa  the  general  propagation  of  the  new  inoculation.  His  Majesty  has  seen  the 
preacrvatioa  and  increaite  of  the  population  of  his  vast  empire,  immediately  connected 
with  the  adoption  of  tliis  method.  He  has  had  an  acitxint  rendered  to  him  of  the 
4>bffta€let  which,  in  some  districts,  might  yet-oppose  its  progress,  and  has  found  that 
thcae  consist  principally  in  the  great  diflicuiry  of  procuring  and  preserving  tlie 
vaccine  fluid. 

In  consequence,  his  Majesty  wishing  to  give  to  his  people  a  signal  mark  of  his 
paternal  solicitude,  has  granted  to  his  Excellency  the  ^linister  of  the  Interior,  an 
annual  and  special  credit,  destined  to  provide  for  the  exjienses  necessary  for  extend- 
ing the  practice.  He  has  formed,  in  twenty- four  of  tlie  principal  cities  of  France, 
depots  of  the  vaccine  fluid,  where  every  one  who  wishc^i  to  practise  vaccination  may 
be  sure  of  always  finding  disposable  matter.  Theie  are,  Besanc^on,  Bourdraux, 
Bruaacls,  Caen,  Clement- Ferrand,  Dijon,  Florence,  Lisle,  Lyons,  IVlarseilles,  Menta, 
i^Iontpeliier,  N«ncy,  Nantes,  Orleans,  Parma,  Kheims,  Rennes,  Rouen,  Saintes, 
Strasbourg,  Tboulouse,  Toui-s,  and  'i'urin. 

His  Majesty  has  further  created  a  Vaccine  Committee  at  each  of  these  depots,  and 
has  preiiervcd  to  the  Central  Committee,  estat>lishcd  near  his  Excellency  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  its  original  organization,  in  charging  it  with  the  central  depot  of 
Fans. 
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In  ctDclusion,  his  Majesty  has  appointed,  by  his  decree  of  fhe  6th  Kov.  last,  an* 
Bual  rewards  for  those  who  diall  have  performed  the  greatest  number  of  operations — 
collected  the  most  important  fact»— OTercome  most  ol^tacles — and  arrested  the  course 
of  variolous  epidemics.  These  rewards  have  been  so  distributed  that  every  effort  baa 
been  noticed,  and  every  labour  proportionally  recompensed. 

They  are  Uius  determined  : — Ist,  A  prize  of  8000  francs ;  Sd,  two  prizes  of  9000 
francs ;  5d,  Three  prizes  of  1000  francs ;  and  4th,  a  hundred  silver  medals  bearing 
the  head  of  the  Emperor. 

These  powerful  motives  always  to  keep  up  and  prewrve  t|ie  Vaccine  fluid ;  this 
energetic  incentive  to  an  emulation  which  must  direct  all  the  efforts  of  the  practition- 
ers towards  a  rapid  propagation  of  the  Vaccine,  leads  to  the  hope  that  the  public 
communication  of  his  Majesty's  benevolent  intentions,  will  be  suflUcient  to  give  a  ge- 
neral impulse  in  favour  of  the  new  method,  and  banish  in  a  few  yean,  that  scourge, 
the  sroalUpox,  from  the  French  territory. 

Already  the  returns  of  the  mortality  in  the  city  of  Paris,  for  tiie  year  1609,  exhi- 
bit only  213  deaths,  by  small- pox.  lliis  number,  thoush  yet  too  considerable,  sinctt 
the  vaccine  offered  to  these  213  victims  a  certain  method  of  preservation,  is  yet  ex- 
tremely small  in  comparison  of  that  of  some  yean,  when  the  epidemic  small-pox  haa 
carried  off,  in  the  sane  city,  more  than  20,000  individuals,  llie  Committee  does 
not  hesitate  to  attribute  this  diminution  of  mortality  to  the  zeal  with  which  th?  dif» 
ferent  Members,  who  compose  it,  have  extended  the  practice  in  the  large  establish- 
ments to  which  they  are  attached,  as  physicians  and  surgeons  ;  to  the  efforts  of  all 
the  professional  men,  and  of  some  ecclesiastics  in  the  capital ;  and  lastly  to  the  con- 
spicuous exertions  of  Mesrieun  the  Counsellors  of  State,  the  Prefects  of  the  Seine 
and  of  Police,  the  Mayon  and  their  assistants,  who  have  always  seconded  the  Com- 
mittee with  the  greatest  zeal,  and  in  many  instances  anticipated  its  Intentions. 

Every  good  man,  and  every  friend  to  mankind,  may  hope  then,  that  the  new  meap" 
sures  taken  by  his  Majesty,  will  at  length  effect  that  which  the  lalwun  of  the  Com- 
xnittee  have  long  led  them  to  expect,  lliere  is  reason  to  believe,  that  they  will  so 
stimulate  the  emulation  of  all  physicians  'and  surgeons,  that  very  shortly  the  small- 
pox, already  unknown  in  many  departments,  where  the  zeal  of  the  prefects  has  been 
such  that  there  remain  none  to  vaccinate  but  the  infants  bom  in  every  year,  will  en- 
tirely disappear  from  France,  as  the  leprosy  has  done,  of  which  no  traces  are  found, 
except  in  the  history  of  the  worst  governed  ages  of  our  Monarchy. 

The  Committee  embraces  this  opportunity  of  reminding  the  public,  that  the  Cen- 
tral Establishment  of  the  Vaccine,  founded  the  7th  Feb.  1801,  and  situated  in  No.  I. 
Kue  de  Battoir,  St  Andre-des-Arcs,  is  still  carried  on ;  that  vaccination  is  practised 
gratuitously  there  every  Tuesday  and  Saturday,  at  noon,  that  the  children  of  the  poor 
are  admitted  gratuitously  during  the  course  of  the  Vaccine ;  and  that  a[^ication  for 
vaccine  fluid  should  be  addressed,  under  cover  to  his  Excellency,  to  M.  Husson, 
rh}!>ictaii  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  and  of  the  Imperial  Lyceum,  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Given  at  the  sitting  of  the  11th  May  1810,  the  day  of  the  10th  Annivensry  of  the 
foundation  of  the  Committee. 

Signed  by  all  the  Members. — Duchanoy,  President ;  Corvisart,  Delasteyrie,  Dous- 
c'm-Dubreuil,  Guillotin,  Ilall^  Hazard,  Jadelot,  J.  J.  Leroux,  Marin,  Mongenot, 
Paifait,  Pinel,  Salmade,  'Ibouret — Husson,  Secretary, 


Fourth  Annual  Ripori  of  the  Nottingham  Vaccine  Institution, 

The  preceding  reports  have  not  only  traced  the  progress  of  the  institution  from  the 
cstablibliuicnt  in  1805,  but  have  presented  to  the  public  authentic  and  incontrovertible 
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ilocuiiientB  in  nippoit  of  Taccinc  inoculation ;  and  the  Directors,  fvWj  confirmed  in 
the  opinion  of  its  efficacy,  again,  in  Uiis  their  fourth  report,  conscientiously  recom-^ 
mend  it  as  a  safe  and  certain  practice  to  eradicate  that  destructive  pestilence  rhe^ 
small-pox.  Four  children  were,  in  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July  last,  at- 
tftdcod  with  this  highly  infectious  disease,  in  consequence  only  of  their  inhabiting 
houses  in  which  the  contagion  bad  remained  since  the  epidemic  of  last  year :  Tfiis 
most  clearly  shows  tfie  necessity  not  only  of  cleaning  all  the  furniture,  but  of  lime- 
washing  the  apartments  of  every  house  in  which  the  smaH-pox  has  appeared,  and 
more  particularly  when  about  to  be  occupied  by  a  fresh  tenant.  The  disease  wa<},  in 
another  instance,  introduced  by  a* stranger  from  London ;  but  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
the  former  cases,  it  was  prevented  from  spreading,  by  vaccinating  all  the  individuals 
exposed  to  its  baneful  influence :  Thus  by  the  powerful  and  salutary  agency  of  vac- 
cine inoculation,  the  small-pox  was  confined  to  the  subjects  it  first  attacked. 

The  vacctnations  up  to  the  last  report,  in  October  1809,  were  3(X>4;  to  these 
may  now  be  added  307.  Tliis  is  apparently  a  small  number ;  but  when  we  reflect 
on  the  great  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  last  six  mouths,  it  will  be  obvious, 
that  the  practice  must  have  been  much  restricted,  as  it  is  a  principle  of  this  Institu* 
don  not  to  inoculate  children  either  affected  with  or  suflVring  from  fever,  except  un- 
der very  particular  circumstances,  which  are  always  noted  in  the  register. 

The  following  then  is  the  present  state  of  the  register. 
2787  Satisfactory  or  perfect  vaccinations, 
332  Doubtful,  or  unsatUfactory  vaccinations, 
173  Blaok,  or  tho^e  where  the  inoculation  did  not  take  effect, 
19  Under  progress  of  vaccinatloo. 

331 1  Total  of  persons  inoculated  for  cow-pox. 

The  division  of  cases  into  four  heads  has  been  too  often  explained  to  require  any 
comment,  further  than  our  decided  approval  of  the  distinction  which  has  been  thus 
drawn  from  the  first,  and  our  conviction  tlut  it  not  only  facilitates,  but  gives  preci- 
sion to  the  practice. 

This  institution,  founded  smd  supported  by  benevolence,  can  only  be  efficient 
whilst  it  receives  the  protection  of  the  public :  It  requires  but  little,  but  that  little  is 
necessary  to  iu  existence ;  yet  the  good  effected  by  such  amall  means  is  beyond  cal- 
culation ;  and  the  benevolent,  who  have  hitherto  given  this  protecting  sliield  to  the 
poor,  will,  we  are  fully  persuaded,  still  advance  an  arm  for  its  support. 


fsiatemenl  of  the  Prtyporiion  of  Deaths  from  Small'-pox  in  London 

bi/  a  Physician  in  LonAotu 

The  following  statement  affords,  at  least,  a  very  strong  pre- 
sumptive proof,  if  not  a  decisive  one,  that  the  new  Vaccine  In- 
stitation,  for  which  the  Government,  through  the  representation 
of  Mr  Rose,  has  paid  annually  the  sum  ot  upwards  of  SOOO/., 
has  not  had  the  effect  of  promoting  the  practice  of  cowpock  ino- 
culation, and,  of  course,  has  not  diminished  themortaUiy  by  the 
natural  small-pox. 

It  appears  from  the  London  bills  of  mortality  for  1809,  that 
out  of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  viz.  16,6bO,  there  were  1163 
by  the  small- pox,  i.  <?.  above  one  of  fourteen  deaths  was  by  this 
disease.     If  the  deaths  under  two  years  of  age  be  excluded,  viz. 
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4957,  then  the  mortality  by  the  small- pox,  in  the  year  I8O99 
amounts  to  one-tenth  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  Again,  if 
the  deaths  by  coughs  and  consumptions,  be  also  excluded,  viz. 
5649,  then  the  deaUis  by  the  small- pox  will  be  found  to  be  nuire 
than  one-fifth  of  the  whole  mortality.  *  ' 

The  London  bill  of  yearly  deaths,  as  is  well  known,  docs  not 
comprehend  those  of  several  large  parishes,  such  as  Pancras, 
Mary*le-bone,  and  the  environs,  which  now  make  a  considcraUe 
part  of  the  metropolis,  so  that  it  is  reasonable  to  reckon  the  deaths 
by  the  small-pox  at  one  half  more,  viz.  about  1700  in  place  of 
1 163.  And  if  the  mortality  throughout  the  united  kingdom 
were  in  the  same  ratio,  and  estimating  the  population  of  the 
metropolis  at  one  million,  and  of  the  whole  united  kingdom  at 
fifteen  millions,  the  loss  by  the  small-pox,  in  the  year  180!>, 
must  have  amounted  to  25,500.  "The  present  year,  1810,  will 
probably  exhibit  a  still  greater  mortality  by  the  small-pox,  the 
weekly  deaths  being  for  some  time  past  U'om  thirty  to  forty. 

At  this  time  it  is  not  intended  to  make  any  rdlections  upon, 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  success  in  the  vaccme  practice  in  ge- 
neral, or  on  the  conduct  of  the  National  Institution  in  particular. 


« 

Account  of  the  Sorietj/  for  the  Relief  of  fVidaws  and  Orphans  of 
Medical  Men  in  London^  and  its  Vicinity. 

We  have  received  the  printed  report  of  the  Society  for  Re- 
lief of  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men  in  London  and  its 
Vicinity,  a  society,  the  principles  of  which  it  is  impossible  not 
to  approve,  and,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  report,  meeting 
with  the  encouragement  it  deserves.  Instead  of  reprinting  the 
Ixt  of  office-bearers,  though  they  evince  the  respectability  of  the 
Society,  we  have  selected  a  few  particulars  as  more  worthy  of 
being  generally  known.  It  was  instituted  in  1788.  It  consists 
uc  present  of  ^82  members,  and  102  have  died  since  its  institu- 
tion. Its  income  last  year  was  963/,,  and  it  distributed  to  the 
\^idows  and  orphans  of  medical  men  3iO/.  10s.  Before  last 
)ear,  the  sum  of  its  distributions  were  2605/.,  and  it  possesses 


*  W)n1e  we  sincerely  regret  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  have  prevented 
T^oiidon  trom  deriving  the  same  advantages  from  vaccination  with  Edinburgh,  and 
f>very  other  city  in  the  empire,  we  do  not  admit  the  baaia  adopted  by  our  valuable 
( orrtMpondent  in  bis  calculations.  Upon  tlie  same  principles,  by  excluding  disease 
4aL*r  di»e;u>e,  we  might  prove,  that  the  t^tal  number  of  deaths,  in  the  bills  of  morUi* 
L*y,  WA*  cjiused  by  bmall  pox  or  by  any  other  disease  whatever.— £dtfor«. 
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at  present  17|600f.,  S  per  cent  consoli.    The  fi>nowing  rcguk* 
tioas  are  woitbj  of  notice. 

Vo  adfeiUsiiu  proprietor  of  Miy  cminticAl  nostttini  can  be  a  member* 

The  widow  of  any  meaUMr,  bavliig  no  childf  and  who  ha*  no  caiate,  flaUry,  pcn- 
akm,  or  proviaion  whatatier,  of  tba  yearly  Talue  altogether  of  forty  poundi,  U  eU* 
gible  to  rtfcciTe  such  iieiitanrft  from  the  lociety  annually,  aa  the  state  of  the  fund 
willpennt. 

The  widow  of  a  meibber,  left  with  a  diild,  or  children,  aatirrly  dependent  on 
«id  iridow  for  support,  and  who  baa  no  estate,  ttalarv,  peiMion,  or  prorifttpn,  of  tho 
yearly  ralue  altogether  of  twelve  pounds  for  each  child  respectively,  in  addition  to 
the  forty  pounds  mentioned  in  the  preceding  law,  b  eligible  to  receive  such  addltioa- 
al  aariUHMo  annuidly,  as  the  state  of  the  fund  of  the  Society  will  permit 

Oipban,  not  bavhaig  any  certain  provision  to  the  amount  of  twenty  pounds  par 
annum,  eligible  to  receive  such  assistance  annually  as  the  fund  can  attbrd;  and 
moreover,  additional  assistance  towa&tls  making  up  an  apprentice  fee. 

No  widow,  or  chiM  of  any  membor,  can  bf  eligible  to  receive  relief  from  this  ia- 
sticiilion,  nnlciB  such  member  shall  have  been  admitted  twelve  kaleudar  months  pre* 
vioHS  lo  his  death. 

Members,  under  certain  circnnvtances,  rendered  incapable  of  attending  to  bttsi« 
ncsa,  may  receive  rdief.  , 

In  casea  of  manifest  and  urgent  distress,  the  Court  of  Directors  are  empowered 
to  grant  immediate  relief,  without  waiting  tor  the  regular  periods. 

All  sums  of  money  granted  to  widows,  kc  to  ^  paid  by  the  treasurer  vrithia' 
twenty  days  after  sndi  sums  have  been  voted  by  a.  Court  of  Directors. 

To  such  aa  are  inclined  to  become  benefiKtors  5y  will,  the  following  form  is  i«« 
commended  as  proper : 

"  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  President,  Vice-  Piestdents,  Treaaurers,  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men  in  Lon- 
don and  its  Vicinity,  in  trust,  the  sum  of 

which  I  desire  may  be  paid  out  of  my  personal  estate,  and  applied  to  the  pwrposca 
of  the  said  Society.  *' 

N.  B.— Devises  of  Land,  or  money  charged  on  land,  or  to  be  laid  out  m  land* 
are  void,  by  the  statute  of  Mortmain. 


Inquiries  by  a  Correspondent^  concerning  the  Eau  Medicinale  and 

the  RAododtndron  Crtj^antfium* 

If  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  your  plan  to  answer  inqniries^ 
you  will  oblige  me  by  replying  to  the  following  in  your  next 
Number. 

Has  the  Rhododendron  Chrysantham  been  lately  used  in  Scot* 
land  ?  Has  it  obtained  any  r^utation  for  the  cure  of  gout  or 
rfaetmiatism  i  Is  it  cultivated  in  Britain  i  If  not  cultivated  in  this 
country,  where  or  how  is  the  genuine  plant  to  be  procured  ? 
Have  the  other  species  of  rhododendron  any  medical  powers  ? 

Tlie  reasons  fur  my  wibhing  to  obtain  iuiorniution  on  these 
pointSy  are  the  ibiiowing :  A  uicdicine  has  ialeiy  been  imported 
from  France  under  the  title  of  Eau  Meilicinale  d  Ilusson,  and 
now  much  used  for  the  relief  of  the  paroxysms  of  gout,  with  great 
etlicacy  and  perfect  bafctv.     Tho  effects  and  operation  ot'  tiie 
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Eaa  Medicinale,  and  those  said  to  arise  from  the  use  of  riiodo- 
dendron,  are  so  strikingly  similar,  that  I  suspect  the  Eau  Medi- 
cinale is  prepared  from  the  rhododendron.  The  E^u  Medid^ 
sale  IS  professed  to  be  prepared  from  a  vegetable  substance,  which 
vegetable  is  said  to  be  discovered  ;  and  an  imitation  of  the  £aa 
Medicinale  is  made  from  it,  and  advertised  for  sale  in  London^ 
but  still  as  a  secret. 

Dr  Home's  experiments  with  rhododendron  were  unsuccess- 
ful in  acute  rheumatism,  but  it  was  found  to  be  active  and  pow- 
erful ;  and  as  it  has  obtained  a  place  in  the  Materia  Medica  of 
the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopcsia,  I  am  in  hopes,  that  you.  Gen- 
tlemen, or  some  of  your  readers,  will  be  able,  from  later  experi- 
ence, to  say  whether  it  is  possessed  of  the  virtues  attributed  to 
it  by  Koelpen,  and  others  upon  the  Continent 

In  Dr  Woodville's  Medical  Botany,  there  b  a  figure  of  the 
Rhododendron  Chrysanthum.  It  is  a  native  of  Siberia,  and  be 
says  is  not  yet  introduced  inio  Britain,  I  have  not  found  it  in 
the  catalogues  of  our,  nurserymen,  nor  in  our  plantations  and 
shrubberies ;  but  my  local  and  confined  situation  may  be  the 
means  of  my  not  knowing  where  it  is  to  be  procured. 

Should  my  suspicions  prove  weIl>founded,  and  the  rhododen- 
dron be  possessed  of  similar  powers  to  the  Eau  Medicinale,  it 
will  be  an  accept^ible  service  to  gouty  sufferers,  and  also  to  the 
faculty,  to  rescue  an  useful  medicine  from  the  hands  of  Quack- 
ery. 

Answer  by  the  Editors. 
The  last  Rhododendron  Chrysanthum  used  in  Scotland,  waa 
a  parcel  of  the  dried  leaves  sent  from  Russia  by  Dr  Guthrie  of 
St  Petersburgh,  to  Dr  Duncan  senior.  It  was  introduced  into 
the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  repu- 
tation it  had  procured  in  Russia  as  a  cure  for  rheumatism  ;  but 
the  trials  here  did  not  correspond  with  its  reputation,  as  we 
never  saw  any  remarkable  benefit  from  its  use.  In  particular, 
it  never  produced  a  purgative  effect,  and  is  therefore  probably 
not  the  basis  of  the  Eau  Medicinale^  which  is  said  to  operate 
powerfully  even  in  smaU  doses.  It  has  not  yet  been  cultivated 
in  Scotland,  although  the  rhododendron  Dauricum  has  been 
mistaken  for  it.  It  is  however  mentioned  in  Don's  catalogue 
of  the  Cambridge  Botanical  Garden,  as  introduced  there  in 
1801,  and  is,  as  might  have  been  supposed,  marked  hardy.  It 
is  figured  in  the  Botanical  Magazine  for  March  or  Apru  lasL 
The  Rhododendron  Ferrugincum  b  supposed  to  possess  similar 
virtues. 

We  have  lately  been  informed,  that  the  digitalis  lutea  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  basis  of  the  Eau  Medicinale. 
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Exinui  of  a  LeiieTf  from  a  Physician  in  London,,  concerning  the 
Empirical  Gout  Medicine^  "called  Eau  Miiticiualc  d'Hussaru 

A  number  of  respectable  testimonies,  it  must  be  granted, 
have  appeared  within  the  last  six  or  eight  months  in  faroar  of 
this  Doetrum.  But  a  keen  and  experienced  observer  will  not 
fisel  conviction,  notwithstanding  the  tide  of  popular  opinion : 
1.  Because  he  will  recollect,  that  on  former  occasions  the  public 
admitted  the  testimonies  of  patients,  and  even  of  medical  roen^ 
as  quite  satisfactory  of  the  efficacy  of  various  gout  medicines^ 
which,  however,  proved  to  enjoy  but  a  temporary  existence. 

2.  Because  the  influence  of  public  opinion  is  at  present  such 
as  to  carry  efficacy  along  with  the  exhibition  of  any  medicine 
which  is  not  positively  hurtful,  but  especially  if  it  be  a  medicine 
which  is  really  ben(>hcial  on  account  of  purgative  and  perhaps 
some  sedative  virtues. 

3.  The  shocking  ignorance  of  medical  science  displayed  in  the 
printed  directions  by  the  author  of  iiie  Kau  Medicinale  d'Husson« 
at  least  proves  that  the  public  is  not  indebted,  to  any  person  ca< 
pable  of  adequate  observation,  for  this  medicine. 

4.  The  known  discredit,  and  even  prohibition  of  this  nostrum 
in  Paris,  serve  to  show,  that  in  all  probability  it  has,  on  trial, 
been  proved  not  to  answer  the  expectations  of  the  Parisians. 

With  respect  to  the  composition  of  the  present  favourite  gout 
medicine,  conjectures  only  are  offered^  It  seems  to  contain,  in 
a  vinous  solution,  a  purgative  ingredient  in  a  very  small  quantity 
of  matter  ;  a  slightly  bitter  ingredient ;  and  perhaps  a  narcotic 
or  sedative  one.  The  foxglove  was  early  suspected  as  one  of 
the  articles,  and  although  many  trials  seem  to  have  disproved  its 
existence  in  this  preparation,  some  persons  still  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  one  of  the  ingredients*  Tobacco  has  been  proposed, 
but  on  no  just  ground  whatever.  Toadstool  has  been  named,  on 
account  of  some  sinularity  of  colour  and  smell,  and  exhilarating 
cfiTects.  The  purgative  ingredient  has  been  suspected  by  some 
to  be  scammony,  by  others  to  be  elaterium. 

I  have  just  had  a  bottle  of  the  Eau  Medicinale  shown  to  me, 
which  has  been  twenty-five  years  in  London ;  it  was  administered 
at  that  time,  but  gained  no  credit. 

It  is  not  intended  by  tbeiie  observations  to  discourage  prudent 
trials  of  the  medicine  in  question  ;  for  certainly  the  evidence  in 
its  favour  is  qu^te  enough  to  justify  ihcm :  But  as  it  is  of  import- 
^ce  that  the  truth  be  determined  as  soon  as  possible,  medical 
practitioners  may  probably  be  assisted  by  the  above  observa«r 
tions. 


124  Pidmonaty  Ihflammaiicn  in  Horses.  Juu 


On  the  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Inflammation  in  Horses ;  on  Ino» 

dilating  Glanders  aud  Farcy, 

We  are  informed^  on  good  authority,  that  Mr  Colman  oF  the 
Veterinary  College,  has  adopted  a  plan,  successfiillvy  of  treating 
horses  lawuring  under  inflammatory  affections  of  the  lungs,  and 
coughs,  viz.  that  of  exposing  them  to  the  open>  fresh,  and  cold 
air,  in  place  of  keeping  them  in  warm  stables. 

Also  the  experiments  of  transferring  the  blood  of  glandered 
horses  into  the  a&s  have  been  r^eated,  by  which  the  glanders 
was  produced  $  and  again,  of  inoculating  the  horse  with  the 
matter  of  the  nose  of  tne  glandered  ass,  and  with  the  matter  of 
larcy,  by  which  the  glanders  was  excited.  Likewise  the  glander- 
ed horse  became  affected  with  the  farcy. 


On  ihe  Cause  of  the  Red  Colour  of  the  Bloodp 

No  fact  seems  to  be  more  positively  ascertained,  by  many 
spcctable  physiologists,  than  that  the  red  colour  of  the  blood  is 
owing  to  red  oxide  of  iron  :  there  are,  however,  many  others  of 
equal  authority,  who  do  not  allow  that  the  asserted  fact  b  prov- 
ed. I  shall  be  glad  if  the  evidence  on  this  point  be  further  ex- 
amined, and  in  the  mean  time  offer  the  following  experiment  and 
observation. 

Experiment. — I  collected  )a  quantity  of  the  red  part  of  human 
blood,  by  repeated  ablutions  of  the  crassamentum,  by  which  I  se« 
parated,  of  course,  the  coagulated  lymph  or  albumen,  and  obtain- 
ed the  part  desired  in  the  form  of  a  deposit  from  the  water. 
7^his  deposit  was  evaporated  to  dryness.  It  weighed  1 10  grains. 
By  burning  in  a  platina  crucible,  it  afforded  a  half- fused,  brown, 
tasteless  substance,  in  weight  two  grains  and  a  half.  It  was 
boiled  in  muriatic  acid,  wnich  dissolved  part  of  it.  On  eva- 
porating the  solution  duly,  it  was  not  found  styptic  to  the  taste ; 
on  the  addition  of  tincture  of  gall  nut  it  became  blackish  ^  on 
the  addition  of  prussiate  of  potash  it  afforded  a  deep  blue  colour- 
ed precipitate,  which  on  calcination,  however)  did  not  yield 
above  one  half  of  a  grain  of  reddish  brown  powder.  Now,  by 
estimation,  this  half  a  grain  of  reddish-  brown  powder  was  obtain- 
ed from  10,000,  or  twenty  ounces  of  blood.  Is  it  then  probable 
that  this  quantity  of  blood  should  derive  its  colour  from  half  a 
grain  of  iron  ? 

'OOsefvafion. — On  exposing  the  crassamentum  of  blood  to  heat 
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to  separate  the  water  from  it,  as  soon  as  it  grows  hot,  the  colour 
clianges  from  black,  or  red,  to  brown  or  grey.  Is  it  probable 
that  this  change  from  red,  or  black,  to  brovcn^  wouU  occuTi  if 
iron  oxide  was  the  colouring  matter  of  blood  ? 


General  Orders  in  regard  to  the  Clothing  of  the  Army,  a$  affecting 

the  heakk  of  tke  Soldiers. 

Harte  Ouard$t  ApHl  S8,  18  la 

Sim— Tbc  Coonundcr  in  Chief  bas,  with  vnicfa  ooncern,  observed  in  voriou* 
instance^  in  tfac  doching  and  a^ipment  both  of  the  cavaUy  amd  the  inlantiy,  such 
deviations  from  his  Majosty's  R^uUtions  on  these  heads,  a&  require  his  immediate 
interfereooe ;  and  he  has  commanded  me  to  address  myself  to  you  on  the  siibjecl 
at  this  partiadar  leasoB,  when  the  patterns  of  clothing  for  the  ensuing  yoar  are 
about  to  be  sealed,  not  doubting  that  he  shall  receive  from  you  the  most  ready  and 
cfiectual  assistance,  to  chedt  in  the  regiment  under  your  command  an  evil  produo-. 
tire  oiC  the  most  serious  bad  consequences  to  the  soldiers  and  to  the  service. 

The  first  point  to  which  it  is  the  Commander  in  ChieTs  wish  to  call  your  atten« 
tion  is  the  make  of  the  coat,  which  is  in  some  regiments  so  cut  away  as  liu^rally  to 
sfibrd  no  covering  or  protection  to  those  parts  of  the  body  where  warmth  is  most 
essential,  vii.  the  lower  parts  of  the  belly  and  the  hip-joints  ;  tliey  are,  moreover, 
made  so  tight,  that  tfiey  are  with  difficulty  buttoned  over  the  waistcoats  ;  and  they 
diminish  the'  power  of  action  in  a  modie  highly  prejudicial  to  the  heiUth  and  vigour 
of  the  soldier,  drawing  the.  body  together,  and  checking  that  freedom  and  alacrity 
of  motion  in  the  body  and  arms,  that  are  so  conducive  to  the  growth  and  expansion 
of  the  young,  and  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  all. 

The  shortness  of  the  coat  necessarily  occasions  a  corresponding  diminution  in  the 
length  of  the  waistcoat,  which,  by  that  means,  is  reduced  so  miich  in  its  dimensions 
as  to  afibrd  Httle  warmth  in  winter,  and  to  be  totally  useless  for  one  easeutial  pur* 
pose  for  which  it  was  intended,  vis.  as  a  fatigue  dress  in  barracks  during  the  sum- 
mer :  To  remedy  these  evils,  the  breeches  are  made  of  a  preposterous  length,  and 
the  waistband  ii  brought  so  high  upon  the  body  as  to  be  eitremely  inconvenient, 
and  detracting  from  the  military  appearance  of  the  men. 

The  caps  of  the  uifimtry  are  not  to  be  worn  on  one  side,  as  is  the  practice  in  some 
regiments,  but  are  to  be  placed  even  on  the  men's  heads,  and  brought  well  down  on 
the  forehead ;  and  the  cap- makers  are  responsible  that  the  caps  are  of  a  sise  which 
will  admit  of  their  being  so  worn. 

There  is  another  article  of  dress  to  which,  though  not  furnished  by  the  colonel,, 
the  Conummdcr  in  Chief  desires  to  call  your  attention,  vis.  the  soldier*s  stock,  whjdi 
in  some  regiments  in  made  of  sucli  a  breadth  as  to  be  not  only  uncomfortable  to  the 
soldier,  but  injurious  to  his  health,  by  pressing  on  the  glands  of  the  neck,  and  by 
that  means  eicitiBg  scrofulous  swellings  in  constitutions  where  there  is  a  tendency 
to  that  disorder.  The  stock,  like  every  other  part  of  the  soldier's  di-e:>s,  sliuuid  be 
adapted  to  the  sbe  and  shape  of  the  man. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  requests  you  wiU  m^e  an  immediate  communication 
of  the  contents  of  this  letter  to  the  officer  in  the  actual  command  of  the  —  regi- 
msalt  of  ,  and  direct  that  the  letter  may  be  entered  in  the  orderly  books  of  the 
regiment. 

I  have  the  honour  te  be,  Sir,  with  much  respect,  your  very  oliedient  arv.1  htini^* 
ble  servant,  ( Sig ned ) 

Hahsy  Calve  ST,  .^  Jjuunt- Geoerai 
■*         >  Colonel  of  the  —  R^'ment  of . 
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"Extract  from  the  Star  Newspaper ^  November  28M,  concerning  tht 

Fever  at  Gibraltar  and  Cadiz* 

W£  have  often  regretted  that  we  prescrvec^  tio  documents 
concerning  the  fever  which  proved  so  fatal  in  Gibraltar  in  the 
year  1804*.  The  newspaper  accounts  we  n^ected,  because  we 
relied  with  confidence  upon  receiving  an  accurate  history  of  the 
origin  and  progress  of  the  disease,  from  authority,  or  at  least 
from  some  of  the  medical  staff  of  that  garrison.  We  then  wrot6 
for  information  to  some  of  our  professional  friends  there ;  but 
we  were  ultimately  disappointed.  For  these  reasons,  we  have 
availed  ourselves,  on  the  present  occasion,  of  the  activity  of  the 
Kditor  of  the  Star,  who  has  obtained  what  appears  to  be  wt* 
thentic  documents ;  and  we  shall  be  happy  if  the  insertion  of 
these  should  induce  any  of  the  medical  gendemen  belonging  to 
that  garrison,  to  send  us  a  more  particular  history  of  the  epi- 
demic. 

*'  Tbis  morning  we  received  Gibnltwr  newspapers  and  private  letters  to  the  9tli 
instant.  It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  fever  which  lately  broke  out  in 
that  garrison  is  nearly  subdued.  As  every  information  respecting  tbis  mahufy  \» 
highly  interestmg,  we  have  inserted  various  extracts  from  the  Gibraltar  Chronidct 
as  well  as  from  oiir  private  letter. 

"  Alieaniy  Oct,  24. 

«*  The  sickness  is  growing  worse  and  worn  in  Carth^ena,  where  the  number 
•f  deaths  now  amounts  to  between  eighty  and  eighty-five  a»day.  *' 

<*  GibraUar  Bay^  Oct.  30. 

<i  Sir — After  carefuHy  observing  the  symptoms  and  progress  of  the  fever  that 
lately  raged  here,  and  comparing  it  with  the  accounts  of  tlie  malignant  yellow-fever 
that  prevails  in  the  West  Indies,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  it  is  exactly  the  same' 
disease.  In  its  symptoms  and  character,  it  almost  accurately  corresponded  with 
the  description  of  that  disease,  given  by  Moseley  on  West  India  ^jg^ff".  In  the 
£rst  or  inflammatory  stage,  the  most  remarkable  and  frequent  symptoms  wei«,  a 
very  severe  pain  in  the  fore  part  of  tlie  head,  sometimes  sliooting  to  the  hind  part ; 
eyes  red ;  face  flushed  and  turgid ;  pulse  frequent,  full,  and  strong ;  skin  very  hot ; 
these  symptoms  generally  preceded  by,  and  attended  with  costiveness^— I  have  not 
seen  any  pain  or  uneasiness  of  the  stomach  at  this  period.  After  two  or  three  days, 
these  symptoms  are  all  much  abated,  and  there  is  apparent  relief;  but  it  is  aoon 
followed  by  more  distressing  and  unmanageable  ones,  lliere  comes  on  a  sense  of 
uneasiness,  and  sometimes  very  smart  pain  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  soon  attended 
with  a  vomiting,  at  first  of  the  usual  contents  of  the  stomach,  but  afterwards  of  a- 
dirty  dark- brown,  or  black  matter,  sometimes  ahnost  like  black  muddy  ditch-water. 
There  were  frequently,  also,  constant  purging  of  the  same  kind  of  matter,  but 
sometimes  of  dltfcrcnt  consistence,  and  not  so  watery  as  that  thrown  up.  These 
alarming  symptoms  admitted  of  but  little  relief^  and,  when  violent,  sometimes  car- 
ried off  the  unfortunate  sufferer  in  twenty-four  hours  from  their  commencement ; 
at  other  times  less  severe,  and  more  lingering  In  their  ooune :  in  a  few  cases  the 
hiccough  was  very  troublesome.  One  man,  who,  I  understood,  had  been  a  long 
time  ill,  whose  case  I  knew  nothing  Of,  as  be  was  speechless  when  first  I  saw  him, 
lay  for  better  than  two  days  in  almost  constant  couvulsions  before  he  expired. 

**  A  short  time  before  death,  the  yellowness  appears  about  the  eyes,  and  spreads 
over  the  ^yodj ;  about  the  same  time  haemorrhages  have  occurred. — I  am.  Sir,  your 
•obedient  servant, 

"  W.  Pym,  Esq.  &c;  &c.  John  AaxHua.  '* 
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'••  Camp^  Nov.  1, 
**  Sir— HaTiDg  been  above  two  yean  in  the  West  Indies,  as  surgeon  to  the  61  si 
regiment,  during  wMch  time  I  bad  an  opportunity  of  seeing  much  of  the  bulam  or 
yellow -fever,  so  well  described  by  Dr  Chisholm,  I  am  clvarly  of  opinion,  that  the 
feter  which  baa  now  m^e  its  appearance  in  the  7th  Royal  Veteran  Battalion  is  the 
same  disease ;  that  it  is  highly  contagious ;  and  that  the  measures  which  have  been, 
adopted  to  prevent  its  spreading  were  alMolutely  necessary ;  a  convincing  proof  of 
vhKb  is,  that  all  the  men  who  have  died,  came  out  of  the  same  barrack- room. — I 
bare  the  honour,  Ac  &c 

••  W.  Pym,  Esq.  &c  &C.  J.  KiD9Toif, 

Surgeon  7th  It  V.  Battalion.  " 
*<  Mr  Walters,  Assistant- Surgeon,  concurs  in  the  same  opinion.  '* 

««  GilrraJtnr,  Nov.  5. 
**  In  addition  to  the  cases  of  fever  which  were  sent  to  the  I^aiaret  on  tlie  evening 
ef  the  26th  of  last  month,  several  soldiers,  with  the  same  disea<ie,  in  the  7th  Itoyal 
Veteran  Battalion,  were  reported  to  Dr  Pym  on  the  28th,  two  of  whom  died  in  tlie 
Regimental  Hospital,  which  ik  situated  within  the  sentinels  forming  a  cordon  around 
the  infected  district  in  the  south,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  same  precautiors 
^faich  had  been  taken  before,  were  immediately  had  recourse  to ;  and  on  the  same 
evening,  the  whole  of  the  Hospital  establishment  were  encamped  on  the  Lazaret 
ground.  Several  cases  were  also  reported  in  the  barracks  of  the  same  regiment ;  on 
wliich  account  it  was  thought  necessary,  with  a  view  of  putting  a  stop  to  tlie  disease, 
to  keep  the  whole  regiment  in  quarantine.  Preparations  w«re  immediately  made ; 
and  the  battalion,  with  all  the  women  and  children,  marched  from  the  barracks 
into  camp,  on  the  neutral  ground,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th.  The  greatest  hopes 
are  entertained  of  its  having  the  desired  effect.  The  regiment  has  ooTy  Tost  six 
men  from  this  disease,  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  they  were  all  taken  iit  in  the 
same  barrack-room. 

**  The  Board  of  Health,  which  has  been  established  in  the  garrison,  last  night 
made  a  report  to  his  Excdilency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  of  which  we  subjoin  a 
cof^,  together  with  several  other  repcNia  or  letters  rdative  to  the  symptoms  of  the 
disease  on  board  the  transports,  and  in  the  Laxaret,  and  to  the  state  of  the  public 
health  in  Cadis  and  Carthagena. 

"  Gibraltar^  Nw.  2. 

**  The  Board  of  Health,  established  by  his  Excellency  the  lieutenant- Governor, 
after  receiving  the  reports  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  this  garrison,  are  happy  in 
having  it  in  thdr  power  to  state,  that  tiie  fever,  which,  according  to  the  said  reports, 
did  ^st,  is  diminished  in  its  influence ;  and  that,  except  in  the  Lazaretto,  there  are 
now  no  cases  existing  on  shore ;  and  tfiat  only  three  cases  have  occurred  in  the  Bay 
■ince  the  last  report. 

/«;^^\  ^°^-  ARCHiBALn,  V.  Pres. 

(*P*^)  jAMJtsBxLL,  Sec" 

••  Extract  from.  Sir  James  FcUoweM's  Report  upon  the  disease  at  Cadiz. 

<*  From  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  from  the  Spanish  practition- 
ers of  eminence  here,  from  tlie  documents  which  have  been  presented  to  lue  from 
the  Junta,  and  from  my  own  personal  observation  in  the  public  hospit«il  of  this  city, 
I  pnukot  doubt  the  existence  of  a  disease  of  a 'dangerous  nature  in  certain  parts  of 
this  town. 

**  I  have  this  night  recommended  to  the  Board,  that  as  the  danger  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  the  disease  spreading,  arises  from  the  number  of  persons  collected  t'>gether  in 
dose  and  illraired  apartments,  the  utmost  vigilance  and  authority  must  be  used  to 
separate  the  sick  immediately,  where  it  can  be  done,  and  to  remove  them  to  the  pub- 
lic hospitaL 

**  I  have  great  sotisfartion  in  mentiontnfr,  that,  in  my  report  to  Lieutenant- Gene- 
ral Graham,  I  have  stated,  that  no  case  of  the  prevailing  fever  has  appeared  in  the 
military  hospitals,  nor  in  any  corps  under  his  cumiaaud.  • 
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teoer  ai  Gibtaliar  arid  Cadiz. 


Jan.  1811. 


**  nnum  laid  before  the  Board  of  Health  W*  Cudiu. 

DMths  in  1609.  Deatlu  in  18ia 

September  -  174        Sqrtensber  -  SS6 

October  -        •        180        Vnm  1st  to  24lli  Oct         595 

354  929 

•«  So  that,  reckoning  for  the  renudoinf  dftys  in  Oelober  aft  the  nte  of  oiAy  95 
per  day,  it  makes  175,  which  added  to  929  is  1104;  nuking  the  dMtfaa  750  moie 
during  the  two  mouths  of  this  year  than  last  year.  " 

*^  Cbj^  of  a  Leiterfrom  Sir  Jame$  Fellawes  to  Jamet  Jh^t  <E<7*  ^^  Mqfut^*s  Gvn* 

tul' General  at  Cadiz,  Kov.  11,  iSia 

**  Sb— I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Reports  which  have  been  aenC 
in  t*  the  Board  of  Health  during  the  Lest  week,  have  been  of  a  verf  favourable  na- 
ture, and  confirm  the  opinion  which  is  generally  entertained  here  of  the  improving 
state  of  the  public  health. 

*'  Thcve  hsve  been  but  few  fresh  cases  observed  in  the  town,  and  the  number  nf 
deaths  are  diminished. 

«<  On  the  8th  inst  there  were  19  burials,  on  the  9th  20,  and  yesterday  17. 

*»  The  British  troc^ps,  both  in  Cadis  and  at  the  Isla,  enjoy  good  health. 

(Signed)  "  Jambs  Fellowxs.  " 

"  GibrtJtar,  November  8. 
'   **  The  fev^r  is  now  almost  completely  extirpated,  there  being  no  symptom  of  the 
disease  in  the  garrison,  and  only  tlirec  or  ibur  cases  in  the  Lazaret  established  out- 
side of  the  walls.     The  crews  of  tlie  transports  in  the  Bay  also,  which  brought  the 
disease  fVom  Carthagena  originally,  have  mostly  got  rid  of  the  disease.  *' 


St  George^s  Hospital,  and  Great  George  Street,  Hanover 
Square. — In  the  first  week  of  October  will  commence  a  course 
of  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Physic,  Therapeutics,  and  Che- 
mistry, in  the  Lecture  Room,  No.  9,  Great  George  Street,  Ha- 
nover Square,  (removed  firom  Leicester  Square),  at  the  usual 
morning  hours,  viz.  the  ipedical  lectures  at  eight,  and  the  che- 
mical at  a  quarter  after  nine  o'clock;  by  George  Pearson, 
M,D.  F.R.S.  Senior  Physician  of  St  George's  Hospital,  Fellow 
of  the  CoU^  of  Physicians,  &c  A  register  is  kept  of  Dr  Pear-  ' 
son's  Cases  m  St  George's  Hospital,  and  an  account  is  given  of 
them  every  Saturday  morning,  at  a  Clinical  Lecture,  at  9  o'clock* 

ComiDuiiications  haTe  been  received  from  Dr  Clalu,  Dr  Kivo,  Dr  Waiom, 
Mr  Balfov^  and  Mr  Msllob. 
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Medical  Report  for  'Sottin^kam,  Sy  Jamks  Clarice,  M.IX 
Phy^iciaa  to  tb€  General  Uo^ital|  aud  to  the  Vaccine  Innti- 
tution. 

**  n  suffit  de  t«nfr  un  compte  enct,  mcoA  par  MOis  cfes  maiadicsi  dViaminer 
cellcfl  qui  sont  4  peu  prtai  egalement  fi^uentes  dans  tous  les  temps  do  Tann^, 
dc  noter  envuite  relies  qui  varient,  soit  pour  le  nombre,  boit  pour  les  caracterct 
ipecifiques,  et  da  eompamr  seulcmeut  Ces  derniers  avec  IVtat  de  I'atmosphere.  ** 

PiKiL,  Mcdaciita  Cliaique,  p;  ^L 

/^UR  atlentioni  since  the  tiinc  of  Hippocrates,  has  been  repeat- 
^^  eiliy  called  to  an  examination  of  the  great  influence  the  «ea- 
•ons  evidently  have,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  modifying,  and  even 
tndcicing  disease^  but  although  this  agency  has  ever  been  ad-^ 
mitted,  the  science  of  medicine  has  not  received  that  assistance 
which  might  have  been  expected  vi^ith  the  sonrce  of  information 
so  clearly  exposed.  The  uifiicuUv  and  trouble  of  keeping  nie« 
teorogical  registers  on  a  phin  sufocicntly  accurate  and  compre- 
hensive to  Foriii  a  satisfactory  history  of  the  atmosphere,  and 
the  deficiency  of  attentive  observation,  highly  necessary  to  the 
improvement  of  medicine,  are  the  causes  to  which  we  must  ia 
a  great  meftsure  attribute  our  present  deficiency  in  the  ap|)iica-* 
tion  of  this  essential  auxiliary  to  medical  science.     In  kec'ping  a 
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register  of  the  atmosphere,  it  is  necessary  to  be  well  assured  of 
the  correctness  of  the  barometer,  thermometer,  and  other  instru- 
ments employed  for  the  purpose,  carefully  examining  them  from 
time  to  time,  that  we  may  not  be  deceived  in  our  observations. 
Of  the  want  of  this  attention  the  reporter  has  seen  many  instances. 
It  must  always  tend  to  the  elucidation  of  subjects  of  this  nature, 
if  a  regular  form  be  generally  adopted;  the  comparison  of  two  or 
more  registers  may  then  be  made  with  greater  ease,  and  the  con* 
elusion  arawn  witn  more  satisfaction*  xhe  meteorological  table 
inserted  in  these  reports  is  thus  formed.  The  highest  and  tlie 
lowest  state  of  the  thermometer  is  noted  every  twenty* four  hours; 
the  state  of  the  barometer  at  two  P.  M.;  the  points  of  the  wind 
during  the  day,  and  the  nature  of  the  weather,  remarking  any 
atmospheric  phenomena.  The  greatest  variation  of  the  baro- 
meter and  thermometer  during  the  month,  with  the  quantity  of 
rain,  completes  the  journal. 

The  object  of  this  meteorolcmcal  register,  is  not  only  to  fore* 
tel  the  probable  changes  of  weawer,  but  also  to  enable  the  atten- 
tive practitioner  to  explain  the  cause  of  symptoms  which  may 
arise  in  the  course  of  disease.  To  elucidate  this  observation,  we 
may  call  to  our  minds  what  often  occurs  in  typhus  fever,  when 
a  frost  suddenly  sets  in:  The  patient  complains  of  pain  in  the 
sides  or  chest,  increased  on  deep  inspiration;  the  pulse  is  sharp, 
yet  feeble,  the  debility  and  other  previous  symptoms  of  the  fever 
remaining  equally  distressing.  The  medical  practitioner  is  now 
called  upon  to  afford  the  patient  immediate  relief;  he  knows 
well  that  the  pain  may  be  moderated,  if  not  removed,  by  general 
bleeding;  but  he  is  also  aware  of  the  consequences  likelv  to  arise 
from  the  abstraction  of  blood  in  the  advanced  stage  of  this  dis-^ 
ease;  he  therefore  fnore  prudently  reasons  upon  the  cause  of  this 
sudden  alteration  in  the  state  of  his  patient;  and  instead  of  treat- 
ing this  accession  of  symptoms  as  pure  pneumonia,  he  pursues 
a  practice  to  moderate  their  urgency,  and  still  follows  up  the 
plan  he  had  laid  down  for  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  ihis, 
it  must  be  allowed,  is  but  a  slight  illustration  of  the  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  extending  our  researches  to  the  dternations 
of  the  atmosphere,  and  thus  enlisting  into  our  service  a  branch 
of  science  which  has  been  neglected,  only  because  its  application 
has  not  been  understood. 

The  case  of  diabetes  related  in  the  Sixth  Volume  of  tliis  Jour« 
nal,  page  264,  has  excited  the  attention  of  the  Reviewer  in  the 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  *  who,  after  quoting  the  theory 
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whidi  follows  the  case,  makes  the  following  objections  to  it.  He 
says,  **  If  the  increased  flow  of  urine  in  the  first  instance  is  mere* 
Ij  a  vicarious  dischargCi  if  nothing  but  the  sweating  fluid  is  sent 
to  the  kidneys  to  be  thrown  off*  by  them,  in  combination  with  the 
urine,  we  see  no  possible  source  of  mischief,  nor  can  we  allow 
that  any  unnatural  irritation  is  thereby  produced,  the  two  fluids 
being  so  exactly  similar,  we  may  almost  say  identically  the  same. " 
In  answer  to  these  objections,  it  may  be  stated,  that  the  profuse 
sweating  cannot  be  a  natural,  but  mu^t  be  a  morbid  discharge,  di- 
verted from  the  skin  by  sudden  exposure  to  cold,  by.  eating  acid 
fruits,  drinking  cold  Uquids,  &c.  Gaubius  says,  **  Great  profu- 
sion of  sweat,  which  neither  a  more  intense  exercitation  of  the 
body,  or  emotion  of  mind,  nor  external  heat,  or  what  things  are 
ingested,  or  appUed  externally,  create,  acknowledges  for  its  causes 
laxity  of  the  cutaneous  pores,  an  accelerated  circulation  of  tlie 
blood,  an  increased  impetus  towards  the  surface,  or  redundance 
of  aqueous  matter  in  the  humours,  or  its  too  easy  separation  from 
the  crassanientum.  **  ^   , 

This  discharge,  besides  being  morbidly  profuse,  is,  like  other 
secretions,  susceptible  of  a  change,  aiid  may  become  stimulating 
even  to  the  skin  itself,  and  consequently  much  more  so  to  the  kid* 
ney,  where  it  then  must  certainly  act  as  a  foreign  body,  exciting 
that  organ  to  extraordinary  action.  But  even  supposing  it  to  a« 
rise  from  a  profuse  natural  discharge  (the  sweat)  diverted  to  the 
kidney,  we  know  from  the  experiments  of  Rye,  that  the  average 
quantity  of  insensible  perspiration  in  a  day,  in  the  healtliv 
state,  is  estimated  at  56^  oz.  and  of  urine  at  39  oz.  Although 
Fourcroy  in  his  system  considers  the  sweat  as  the  product  of 
the  accumulation  of  the  molecules  of  perspiration  which  the 
air  cannot  carry  off*;  yet  we  think  this  opinion  is  not  suflicient 
to  explain  this  profuse  discharge  on  the  cuticular  surface,  which 
may  be  moderately  calculated  at  three  times  the  amount  of  the 
perspiration  in  a  given  time.  It  may  also  be  coniectured,  and 
with  much  probability,  that  the  watery  parts  which  are  secreted 
in  the  kidney,  are  not  absorbed,  but  pass  forward  into  the 
bladder.  **  In  the  mean  time,  the  patulent  veins,  extended  in- 
to the  cavity  of  the  follicle,  absorb  tne  more  aqueous  parts  from 
the  thin  mucns,  so  that  it  becomes  thicker  as  rt  is  retained  longer^ 
but  if,  by  the  force  of  some  stimulus,  it  be  directly  discharged 
after  it  is  secreted,  it  comes  out  thin  and  watery. "  f  From  such 
sources,  the  urinary  organs  roust  give  out  a  considerable  quantity 
of  fluid;  and  if  we  still  keep  in  mind  that  the  body  is  in  a  state  of 
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diseased  activity,  we  shall  find  gufficient  sourrc  for  the  quantity 
of  urinous  fluid  discliarpetl  by  a  dial)ctic  patient.  If  tht?sc  two 
fluids,  sweat  arid  urine,  be  identical,  which  certainly  remains  to 
be  proved,  (far  nothing  bat  bare  assertion  is  advanced  by  the  Re- 
ricwer  in  support  of  that  o|"Mnion) ;  and  although  Fourcroy  in  his 
system  treats  copioH.^ly  on  this  subject,  yet  ho  Advances  nothing' 
which  can  be  considered  as  proving  tl*eir  identity ;  it  stxU  re- 
mains to  be  considered,  how  far  the  kidney  may  be  influenced  by 
the  unusual  quantity  of' fluid  thrown  into  its  capsule:  For  in 
examining  the  bodies  of  persons  dead  of  diabetes,  the  resseU  of 
the  kidneys  have  always  been  found  morbidly  enlarged,  and  the 
secretion  appeared  to  have  been  conducted  on  a  large  scale.  Thw 
ouirht  to  have  reminded  us  of  the  abnolute  necessity  of  accommo- 
datinjij  our  physiologicaJ  reasoning  to  diseased  structure,  and  of 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  niorbid  anatomy^  in  explana- 
tion of  deranged  action.  ' 

The  Reviewer  continues^  •*  If  also  wid  suppose  urine  to  l)e  se- 
creted in  greater  quantity,  we  should  not  expect  the  constiuit  ir- 
ritation of  the  urinary  passages,  and  phymosis,  to  be  referable  to 
this  circumstance,  since  wie  should  apprehend  these  symptoni© 
would  rather  take  place  frotn  a  greater  concentration  of  that  fluid, 
than  from  its  increased  quantity,  and  greater  dHution.  "  That 
there  is  a  constant  irritation  of  the  urinary  passages,  and  pbymo* 
sis,  in  this  disease,  is  tlnis  tacitly  admitted;  out  the  great  difficulty 
is  to  explain  the  cause  of  this  sj^mptom.  It  is  not  difficult  to  con- 
ceive, that  irritation  must  exist,  or  v^liy  the  constant  desire  to e\'a- 
cuate  the  bladder,  which  cannot  be  occasioned  by  the  irritation  of 
distention  ?  but  as  it  must  have  a  cause,  we  naturally  conjecture 
that  it  arises  from  t!»e  stimulus  of  the  morbid  urine  on  the  ure- 
thra. Phyniofsis  is  not  admitted  in  the  general  definition  of  is- 
churia, in  which  disease,  the  urine  obtains  the  greatest  concentra- 
tion ;  we  may  therefore  conclude,  that  this  symptom  is  not  the 
consequence  of  irritation  of  the  bladder, — but  it  enters  into  the  de« 
finition  of  what  is  called  the  ischuria  urethralis,  which  plainly  in- 
dicates, that  it  arises  from  an  irritation  of  the  urethra  alone,  ami 
not  of  the  urinary  organs  generally  ;  but  as  the  urine  cannot  be 
concentrated  in  this  disease,  it  is  vain  to  argue  upon  it  as  a  cause 
of  this  sympt  )m.  There  is  one  symptom  in  diabetes  which  af- 
fords some  explanation  of  this  afiectiou  ;  it  is  the  great  irritability 
of  the  body,  as  well  as  of  the  mind,  and  the  proneness  to  inflam- 
mation. Tl)is  was  marked  in  Omrad  to  a  great  degree,  and  is  ad- 
mitted, by  Dr  Watt  and  others,  as  a  general  symjnom  of  the  disw 
ease.  The  extreme  sensibility  of  the  urethra  subjects  it  to  the  par- 
ticular ipfluence  of  this  general  irritation,  and  thus  may  render  it 
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so  sen^ble  to  the  slimulus  of  the  urinous  fluid,  as  to  produce 
pkymosu* 

"  Admittiiigy"  ilie  Reviewer  says,  "  the  incre/isod  action  of  tlje 
kidneys  to  take  place,  we  do  not  see  why  ft  greater  supply  of 
blood  will  be  required  for  the  system,  so  that  tne  stomach  mu.st 
be  called  into  inordinate  action,  and  the  desire  for  food  propor- 
tionably  increa^cil,  without  time  bcins;  allowed  for  its  complete 
formation  into  blood. ''  It  appears  ahnost  self-evident,  that  if  a 
Greater  quantity  of  urine  be  secreted,  a  proportionable  supply  of 
blood  must  be  sent  to  the  kidne}*, — as  irom  this  source  only  can 
ibis  fluid  be  separated ;  but  in  the  enlarged  and  excited  state  of  the 
vessels,  tune  is  not  allowed  for  this  secretion  to  be  perfect,  and 
chyle  may  pass  oif  with  the  secreted  urine,  or  it  may  be  caUed 
the  urine  of  digestion  or  of  the  chyle,  which,  in  the  healthy  state^ 
is  passed  two  or  iliree  hours  after  a  meal,  and  cannot  be  consi* 
dcred  as  perfect  urine.  *  The  same  arguments  cannot  justly^ 
however,  be  applied  by  the  Reviewer  *^  to  haemorrhage,  or  ex- 
tensive local  inflammations.  "  In  haemorrhage,  nature  effects  a 
rdief,  and  often  a  cure,  by  inducing  syncope.  If  the  bleeding 
returns,  the  fainting  follows,  and  tlie  system  thus  obtains  re^ 
lief;  but  the  effect  of  syncope  is  to  allay  all  irritation,  or  rather 
to  impede  for  a  time  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  to  induce 
atony ;  in  consequence,  tlie  digestion  receives  a  Ions  interrupt 
tion.  In  extensive  local  inflammation,  ^'  the  stomach  nauseates 
food,  and  ill  digests  that  which  is  taken. "  l^he  reverse  of  this 
occurs  in  diabetes;  bulimia  is  admitted  a  prominent  symptom  of 
the  disease ;  digestion  is  particularly  active ;  the  body  neverthe- 
less emaciates ;  the  quantity  of  feces  is  not  increased ;  yet  the 
extraordinary  quantity  of  scMid  and  fluid  aliment  must  be  passed 
off, — and  what  objection  can  there  be  to  admit  that  it  passes  by 
the  kidney  ?  Dr  ik>stock  says,  **  except  tiie  kidney,  there  is 
indeed  no  obvious  exit  by  which  the  contents  of  the  stomach  can 
be  evacuated ;  the  perspiration  is  checked  ;  the  alvine  discharge 
is,  in  genera],  not  increased;  and  the  weight  of  the  body  is 
daily  diminishing. "  f 

The  Reviewer  then  proceeds  to  remark,  that  *'  the  stomach 
being  irritated  by  the  gastric  juice,  w^hich  the  constant  sense  of 
hunger  calls  into  the  stomach,  is  certainly  a  novel  idea,  but  per- 
haps not  a  very  just  one.  Wherein  rej^ides  this  sense  of  hunger  ? 
and  how  is  it  produced  ?  The  converse  of  this  proposition  may 
be  true,  and  the  constant  sense  of  hunger  be  produced  by  the  pre- 
sence of  the  gastric  juice,  perhaps  in  a  vitiated  state,  from  some 

•  See  Fourcroy's  System. 

f  Mcmoin  of  tlie  Medical  Society,  London^  Vol.  VI.  p.  256. 


184  Dr  Clarke's  Medical  Report /or  Nottingham.        AprS 

disease  of  the  secreting  orffans. ''  In  reply  to  this  commentary, 
it  may  be  advanced*  that  tne  old  doctrine  of  hunger  being  excited 
hj  the  attrition  of  the  coats  of  the  stomach,  has  been  some  time 
exploded, — and  in  its  place  we  have  the  two  following  modern 
theories.  **  Should  it  not  rather  be  considered  a  nervous  sen- 
sation existing  in  the  stomach,  that,  producing  sensations,  by  sym- 
pathy, in  every  other  part,  and  inducing  a  strong  excitement  kept 
up  in  the  organ  where  it  is  situated,  causes  the  humours  to  flow 
towards  it  from  every  part  ?  " — Richerand's  Physiology.  Bat 
Bell  says,  "  Hunger  does  not  appear  to  be  occasioned  by  stimulus, 
but  by  a  want  of  due  excitement,  by  which  the  irritability  of  the 
coats,  and  the  action  of  the  vessels  are,  as  it  were,  suffered  to  ac- 
cumulate; and  thus  tension  and  irritation,  and  fulness  of  vessels, 
is  reb'evcd  by  the  food,  which  excites  the  action,  draws  out  the 
fluids,  and  gives  activity  to  the  system  of  vessels.  *'  *  These  two 
theories,  so  opposed  to  each  other,  show  the  great  diversity  of  opi- 
nion which  prevails  upon  this  intricate  subject,  and  the  scope  that 
yet  remains  for  future  speculations.  If  hunger  be  produced  sim- 
ply by  the  action  of  the  gastric  juice  on  the  stomach,  it  should  not 
be  appeased  until  the  stomach  is  supplied  with  food.  But  this  is 
not  the  case :  for  after  hunger  has  existed  some  time,  the  sensa- 
tion altogether  ceases, — although  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  gastric  secretion  has  undergone  any  alteration.  Besides,  the 
experiments  of  Spallanzani,  Stevens,  and  others,  do  not  prove 
jthat  the  food  is  digested  by  a  fluid  secreted  in  the  stomach;  but, 
reasoning  from  facts  that  daily  present  themselves,  we  must  con- 
clude, that  this  secretion  is  mixed  with  the  secretion  from  the  sa- 
lival  glands,  forming  the  compound  called  gastric  juice :  the  de- 
sire for  particular  food  has  the  eflect  of  exciting  these  glands,  and 
very  probably,  also,  of  increasing  the  gastric  secretion,  which  the 
sense'  of  hunger  may  in  the  same  manner  call  into  the  stomach. 
**  Wherein  resides  the  sense  of  hunger?  '*  To  give  a  rational  an- 
swer to  this  question,  we  must  again  have  recourse  to  analogy. 
The  sense  of  thirst  is  said  to  exist  in  the  nervous  papillae  of  the 
tongue ;  and  why  may  not  hunger  arise  from  a  similar  sense  in 
the  nerves  of  the  stomach,  although  it  may  not  be  admissible  to 
rail  them  the  nervous  papillae  ?  In  treating  of  the  nerves  of  the 
s^iomach,  Haller  saj's,  (p.  810.)  •*  from  their  very  great  number, 
the  stomach  is  extremely  sensible,  especially  about  the  entrance 
of  the  gullet;  insomuch  that  acrimonies,  which  are  not  perceived 
by  the  tongue,  turn  the  stomach  ;  the  intestines  are  also  known, 
by  certain  morbid  observations,  to  be  much  more  indolent;  even 
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the  naked  skin  itself  is  less  sensible  than  the  stomach.  By  mak- 
ing a  ligature  upon  the  nerves  of  the  eighth  pair,  the  action  of 
the  stomach  ana  the  disestion  of  food  are  destroyed. "  This  ex« 
periment  shows  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  nervous  power  to 
the  process  of  digestiony^-destroying  Uie  theory  which  attributes 
it  solely  to  the  gastric  juice.  The  same  experiment  supports  the 
opinion  of  the  nervous  influeiice  causing  hunger;  to  which  ner- 
vous power  we  must  also  attribute  the  uneasiness  and  pain  this 
'sensation  produces.  The  organ  thus  stimulated,  after  a  time  fails 
into  a  5itate  of  atony ;  and  upon  this  theory  only,  can  we  explain 
why  the  uneasiness  and  pain  ceases,  without  the  stomach  receiv- 
ing food.  It  is  only  rational  to  suppose,  that  the  gastric  secre- 
tion is  prepared  when  required  for  the  digestidn  of  aliment.  It 
would  appear  to  be  an  useless  waste  of  blood,  if  this  secretion 
were  always  going  on  whether  required  or  not,  thegreater  quan- 
tity of  which  would  pass  away  as  superfluous.  This  is  not  ob- 
served in  any  other  part  of  the  animal  economy  \  and  why  should 
we  expect  it  in  this  organ,  which  has  no  receptacle  to  retain  its 
secretion  until  a  demand  arise  for  it  ? 

Darwin  in  his  Zoonomia  somewhat  favours  these  opinions, 
where  he  says,  Vol.  ii.  p.  260,  8vo  edit.  *^  It  is  probable,  that^ 
the  pleasureable  sensation  excited  in  the  stomach  by  food,  as 
well  as  its  irritation,  contributes  to  excite  into  action  the  gastric 
glands,  and  to  produce  a  greater  secretion  of  their  fluids.  The 
same  probaUy  occurs  in  the  secretion  of  bile ;  that  is,  that  the 
pleasurable  sensation  excited  in  the  stomach  affects  this  secretion 
by  sensitive  association,  as  well  as  by  irritative  association. "  In 
like  manner,  the  pleasureable  sensation  in  masticating  food  may 
induce  the  gastric  secretion.  We  have  no  proof  advanced,  that 
in  diabetes  the  gastric  juice  is  in  a  vitiated  state.  The  theory  of 
RoUo,  which  attributed  this  disease  to  a  deranged  state  of  the 
powers  of  digestion,  and  the  treatment  which  he  founded  upon 
this  hypothesis,  have  been  both  laid  aside,  the  one,  as  inadequate 
to  explain  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  and  the  other  as  ineffec- 
tual in  producing  a  cure,  or  indeed  an  alteration  of  the  symptoms. 
llie  field  of  observation  is  always  open  to  every  inquirer,  and  the 
suggestion  of  an  individual  may  lead  others  to  a  more  strict  exa- 
mination into  the  practical  facts  as  they  present  themselves ;  and 
although  it  may  be  just,  **  that  the  most  obvious  and  insurmount- 
able objections  to  an  hypothesis  escape  the  notice  of  its  framer, " 
yet  the  objections  that  nave  been  advanced,  have  not  had  suffi- 
cient influence  in  alterinjr  the  opinion  of  the  reporter  respecting 
the  origin  and  theory  of^  diabetes. 

The  Reviewer  concludes  with  the  case  of  Rider,  which  he  calls 
fiemicrania.    In  the  report  given  of  that  interesting  case,  it  is  said 
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to  have  be^i  entered  in  the  table  under  the  head  hemicranh ;  for, 
at  the  time  the  table  was  pubiishcd«  the  disr{)se  had  not  termi* 
nated,  and  its  character  was  not  satisfactorii}'  ascertained,  ai- 
Uion/^h  stron^y  suspected;   but  the  folio  wing  ohbervation  re- 
<]uires  a  little  examination.     ^*  Dr  Clarke  t^peuks  of  the  advanta^ 
of  a  clear  diagnosis  between  tumor  of  tlie  brain  and  hemicrania ; 
we  should  rattier  say,  in  caites  of  hemicrania,  it  would  be  very  de- 
sirable to  ascertain  u  it  depends  upon  organic  diseased  the  brain : 
for,  whethei  there  is  a  tumor  or  not,  the  symptoms  still  consti* 
tute  hemicrania,  of  wJiich  the  causet^  may  be  various.  "     The  few 
cases  that  have  fallen  under  the  care  of  the  Reporter,  do  not  con* 
firm  the  opinion  of  the  RcTicwer.     The  following  definition 
given  by  Sauvagts  of  hemicrania,  "  es^t  morbus  cujns  pnecipi- 
um  syniptoma  dolor  est  in  alterutro  cnpilus  latere,  potis»himum 
ad  tempora,  frontem,  juxta  oculos,  iscjue  virhemens,  .ssepe  peri- 
odicus, "  *  differs  much  from  that  of  tumor  of  the  brain,  as  de- 
scribed by  Baillie,  the  symptoms  of  which  are,  ''  permanent  uo* 
easiness,  or  pain  in  the  head;  sometimes  delirium,  sometimes 
convulsions,  and  sometimes,  it  has  been  s^aid,  the  common  symp- 
tomn  of  apoplexy : "  But  this  history  was  found  too  viigue  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  case  of  Rider ;  for  it  will  be  been,  on  a  reference  to 
tliis  case,  that  he  was  at  times  totally  free  iVom  pain,  or  indccxl 
uneasine>s  of  the  head ;'  it  was  this  great  alleviation,  without  any 
known  cause,  that  rendered  the  diagnosis  diUicult.     But  if  tlie 
symptoms  be  the  same,  whether  there  be  tumor  or  not,  as  the 
Reviewer  asserts,  a  diagnosis,  however  desirable,  is  rendered  im- 
possible.    Probably,  the  proper  name  for  this  disease  is  C€pba- 
lalgia ;  but  hemicrania  is  a  term  that  is  not  usually  applied  to  or- 
ganic lesion  of  the  brain.     It  is  then  a  consideration  of  moment, 
to  ascertain  the  diagnostic  symptoms  of  those  diseases  which  are 
the  con2»cquence  of  organic  lesion  of  the  brain,  and  not  to  con- 
clude that  the  svniptoms  constituting  hemicrania,  may  or  may 
not  ari^e  iroui  this  cause. 

The  Reporter  cannot  close  these  observations  without  acknow- 
ledging tlic  liberal  manner  in  which  his  opinions  have  been  re- 
viewed. 

The  Epidemic  Constitution^  from  April  1809/0  idarch  18  iO. 

April. — Snow  fell  in  the  night  of  the  4lh,  .5ih,  and  on  the  19ih, 
to  the  depth  of  a  foot  in  the  forest. — Thunder  and  lightning  on 
the  I  Ith  and  14th. — Rain  in  the  night  of  the  i3ih,  I4th,  15th, 
J^th,  S5th,  and  Si7lh ;  the  weather  generally  wet,  and  very  stormy. 

*  >(0fiologiii  Mcthodica,  Tqhl  ii.  p.  55^ 
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C<2/arr^ia.— This  disease,  as  may  be  supposed  from  the  wet 
and  stormy  weather,  was  more  frequently  observed  than  in  the 
lost  month.    I'hc  pneumonic  affections  docreated. 

St/»ocht45f  or  common  fever,  was  tlie  prevailing  disea.sc  of  thU 
month. 

Variola  was  still  very  fatal,  but  less  frequently  observed.  The 
practice  of  vaccination  was  attended  wiili  perfect  success,  and 
proved  a  most  satisfactory  srcnrity  against  the  small- pox. 

May, — Snow  fell  on  me  2d.  Thunder  and  liglitnluff  on  the 
14th,  i5th,  i6th,and  19th.  Kaiu  ia  thenit^htcf  the  18tb,26tli^ 
28th,  29th,  30th,  and  3Ut.     The  wind  wisicily. 

Synockus  Imis  become  still  more  frcc^uenL  than  in  the  last  month. 

J^nttanonia  and  Catanh  have  bc\;a  inore  prevalent. 

Vaiiola  is  declining  very  much. 

Jitne. — Eaiu  in  tlie  night  of  the  3d,  5th,  Sth,  10th,  and  29th. 
The  tliermometer  on  the  lot  and  2d,  varied  no  less  tlian  18°;  on 
tlic  1st,  at  2  P.  M.,  it  stood  at  70%  and,  at  the  same  time  on  the 
Zd,  at  32\ 

The  mild  weather  of  this  month  has  bl;o wn  its  effect  upon  the 
constitiUron.  Pneumonic  complaints  are  nmch  less  frequent^  and 
very  mild. — Not  one  instance  of  smuIJ  po::  this  month. 

jii/y.— llpjn  in  tlie  night  of  the  2il,  3d,  and  5th.  On  the  29th, 
a  storm  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  lieavy  rain,  came  on  about  ^ 
P.  M.,  and  continued  during  the  ni^hu  Ibc  v/eatUer  this  month 
showery — ^the  wind  northerly. 

liiibeola  prevailed  in  the  lowrr  part  of  the  town ;  in  one  iiv 
.stauce  it  proved  fatal,  previous  to  the  appearance  of  the  erup* 
tion^the  disease,  however,  was  in  gmerd  mild. 

AugusL — llaiu  in  the  night  of  the  2d,  5th,  6ih,  and  lOth;  on 
the  6th,  loud  peals  of  thunder  at  noon,  followed  by  heavy  rain^ 
tlic  stori^i  increased  about  four  P.  M.,  when  the  lightning  be- 
came extremely  vivid,  the  thunder  tremendou«3,  and  uie  rain  de- 
scended in  torrents.  The  storm  continued  nearly  the  whole 
night;  the  rain  that  ftU  from  nine  A.  M.  to  five  P.  M.,  amount- 
ed to  1.72  inches.  Thunder  and  lightning  on  the  lOth  and  18th. 
This  moiith  was  very  showery,  the  quantity  of  rain  unusually 
large,  to  the  amount  of  4?.50  inches.  The  wind  generally  in  the 
south-west. 

Phlagosis. — Swelling  of  the  face,  sometimes  cynanche  p«aroti- 
daea  and  inflammation  of  the  gums,  followed  by  abscess,  were 
the  most  prevalent  affections. 

Seiftemder. — Heavy  rain  in  the  night  of  die  22d.  The  baroh 
meter  this  month  averaged  so  unusually  low  (20.46),  that  it  inn 
duced  the  reporter  to  refer  to  a  meteorological  journal  kept  Iq 
the  neighbourhood.     The  barometrical  observations  were  found 
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to  R^rce,  but  those  of  the  thermometer  differed  no  less  than 
eight  drp;rees  each  observation;  and  on  inquiry  into  the  cause 
oi  this  difTercnce,  it  was  found  to  arise  from  a  defect  in  the  in- 
strument this  person  employed,  and  which  had  for  some  time 
escaped  his  detection. 
Pntvmonia  was  very  frequent  among  children. 
Paitissis, — A  few  cases  of  this  disease  appeared  towards  the 
close  of  this  month. 

Cholera, — Some  very  severe  cases  of  this  disease,  with  fever, 
foDoweci  by  an  obstinate  diarrhoea,  and  much  general  debility. 
Ophlhabnia, — Many  slight  cases  of  this  disease. 
October, — Rain  in  the  night  of  the  iSth,  18th,  24th,  and25tb* 
The  weather  this  month  cloudy  and  hazy. 

Ophthalmia. — This  disease  became  very  general  this  month, 
and  was  considered  contagious.  It  attacked  the  patient  very  sud- 
denly, often  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  with  a  violent  pain  in  the 
orbit,  and  a  sensation  of  sand  in  the  eye.  On  rising  in  the  morn- 
ing when  the  attack  has  been  severe,  the  eye  discharged  a  puru* 
lent  fluid,  but  this  was  only  in  the  more  acute  cases;  in  the  ma- 
jority of  instances,  the  disease  was  very  slight,  and  was  removed 
in  two  or  three  days  by  a  simple  coUyrium  and  a  saline  cathartic. 
Pneitmoma. — Some  few  mild  cases  of  this  disease  in  the  early 
part  of  this  month. 

Dysenteria  was  much  more*frequent  than  usual,  not  without 
suspicion  that  it  arose  from  contagion,  from  tlie  soldiers  on  fur- 
lough who  had  returned  from  foreign  service.  Debility  of  the 
whole  alimentary  canal  was  a  complaint  in  those  who  had  suffer- 
ed from  dysentery  or  cholera. 

Catarrhus  was  prevalent,  and  the  fever  in  almost  every  instance 
tyjfl)oid. 

Pertussis  apd  Rubeola  were  seen  in  a  few  sporadic  cases. 
Typhus  was  unusually  frequent  tliis  month,  and  certainly  prov- 
ed very  contagious;  it  generally  passed  through  the  family.  The 
disease  commenced  with  very  strong  rigor,  often  in  the  night, 
followed  by  heat  of  skin,  great  thirst,  headach,  lassitude,  lan- 
guor, pain  in  every  part  of  ihe  body,  sometimes  more  violent  in 
the  chest  and  sides,  and  then  attended  with  a  cough,  which  in- 
duced many  to  have  recourse  to  bleeding,  of  which  they  had  soon 
cause  to  repent,  for  the  patient  seldom  recovered  a  copious  gene- 
ra) bleeding;  the  pulse  was  extremely  feeble,  not  always  quick, 
the  tongue  much  furred,  oftentimes  blackish  at  the  root,  and 
when  put  out  tremulous;  tlie  bowels  at  the  commencement  cos- 
tive, but  as  the  disease  advanced,  without  medical  assistance,  a 
diarrhoea  generally  followed.  With  some,  the  disease  was  ao* 
pompanicd  with  sore  throat ;  the  fever  was  not  violent,  seldom 
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attended  with  delirium,  but  lingering.  Nearly  one-half  of  the 
out-patients  of  the  hospital,  under  the  care  of  the  reporter,  who 
had  been  received  for  other  diseases,  had  slight  attacks  of  typhus. 
The  only  fatal  case  of  those  under  the  care  of  the  Reporter,  was 
attendee!  with  a  vomiting  of  thick  greenish  and  coflee-ground- 
coloured  fluids.  Medical  assistance  was  not  called  to  this  patient 
until  some  hours  after  this  fatal  symptom  had  come  on.  The  ex- 
tremities had  become  cold;  on  the  forehead  a  cold  clammy  sweat; 
and  no  means,  that  were  resorted  to,  had  the  effect  of  restoring 
the  natural  heat  of  the  body;  the  countenance  was  most  ghastly; 
the  true  **  facies  hippocratica"  was  marked  in  each  feature;  an  en- 
tire prostration  of  strength,  the  arms  hanging  down  loosely  by 
her  side,  the  hair  dishevelled,  and  a  total  insensibility  to  allsur- 
rounding  objects.  Opium,  blisters,  and  every  method  that  was 
tried  proved  of  no  relief;  and  in  twenty-four  hours  from  the  first 
seizure,  this  fine  young  girl  was  an  inanimate  and  unsightly 
corse.  The  previous  indisposition  had  been  so  slight  as  not  to 
interrupt  her  usual  engagements,  although  the  symptoms  were 
certainly  typhoid.  But  the  following  history  shows  the  most  ge- 
neral form  of  the  disease. 

Isabella  Rider. — Has  acute  pain,  shooting  from  the  sto- 
mach, boweb,  and  sides,  to  the  spine,  but  little  pain  in  the  head; 
eyes  heavy,  and  painful;  languor,  lassitude,  excessive  thirst;  pain 
in  the  stomach  much  increased  after  taking  solids  or  fluids;  urine 
in  proper  quantity,  but  very  high-colourea ;  shiveringR,  followed 
by  heat;  pulse  96*,  small  and  ieeble;  restless  in  sleep;  bowels  re- 
gular. Was  taken  suddenly  ill  in  the  night,  but  knows  no  cause, 
and  had  not  been  knowingly  exposed  to  the  contagion.  This 
patient  was  cured  by  the  saline  camphorated  mixture,  with  the 
occasional  use  of  a  purgative.  Under  this  simple  treatment, 
without  any  variation,  most  of  the  cases  were  brought  to  a  fa- 
vourable termination  :  the  purgatives  never  failed  to  remove  the 
pain  in  the  bowels,  and  give  a  stimulus  to  the  whole  system. 
JBark  was  repeatedly  prescribed,  but  it  always  increased  the  fe- 
ver, and  even  in  the  convalescent  state  was  found  injurious. 

Norvember. — Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  10th,  20tn,  22d,  and 
2jth ;  snow  in  the  night  of  the  16th.  The  weather  of  this 
month  moist  and  hazy. 

Typhus  still  continued  its  ravages.  It  sometimes  commenced 
with  a  painful  swelling  of  the  face,  followed  by  complete  ptja- 
lism.  In  one  instance,  an  eiTusion  took  place  in  the  chest,  attend* 
ed  with  orthopncea,  and  cedema  of  the  legs;  it  terminated  fatally. 

Pertussis. — This  disease  was  very  mild. 

litibcola."^T\\\s  disease  was  very  severe ;  the  fevey  ran  very 
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liigli,  attended  with  very  great  difliculty  and  anxiety  in  breath* 
ing,  followed  by  severe  ana  obstinate  cough. 

I)ecentl)er^ ---flain  in  the  night  of  the  'Jd,  Gth,  9d),  lOlh  1 1  tli^ 
14th,  with  lightning  I6*th,  17th,  18th,  LMat,  2.3th  28lh,  29th,  aud 
30th.  Snow  in  the  niglit  of  the  !^4ih.  The  barometer,  at  1 1 
P.M.  of  the  l7th,  28/25  inches.     Wind  westerly. 

Rubeola. — Tliis  disease  was  more  prcvalciit  than  labt  months 
atteiided  with  the  same  urgent  fever. 

Caiarrhusy  as  usual  in  inis  season,  was  very  frequent. 

Tj^phus  was  very  seldom  obsej  ved  thi.>  month. 

January  1810. — Snow  fell  in  the  ni^ht  of  the  19tb  ;  the  wea- 
ther clear  and  frosty,  but  very  cold  j  the  thermometer  averaged 
only  36®  j  the  wiiid  westerly. 

Catan^hus  and  Dronchith  asi/ietuca  were  the  most  frequent  dis- 
eases of  this  month; 

February, — Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  2d,  Sd,  and  26th* 
Snow  in  the  night  of  the  24th,  wiui  a  strong  wind  ;  on  the  25th^ 
hail  storms,  with  boisteroua  winds  during  the  day.  The  ther- 
mometer fell  very  suddenly  sixteen  degrees,  and  showed  a  cold 
of  H^     The  wind  westerly. 

Synochm  became  more  general  this  month. 

Vaiarrhus  still  prevalent. 

Scarlatina  is  observed  in  detached  cases. 

3far(;/^.-^Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  th^  1st,  2d,  4!th,  6th,  7t^, 
9th,  11th,  12th,  26ih,  27thj  and  30th.  8now  in  the  night  of 
the  1 5th  and  2*th. 

Sj/noc/ius  and  Catarrhus  still  continue  the  most  prevalent  dis- 
eases. 

The  Meteorological  Table  which  follows,  does  not  deviate  from 
the  plan  pursued  in  the  two  lost  Annual  Reports. 
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Meteorological  Table  for  Nottivgliam,  Jrom  April  1809  to  March 
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Annual  Rettdls, 


Thermomi'trr,  Wind, 

nighest  obkenation,  78<*        S.  July  27. 
L<nrt»t  olhimrariun,    14**  N.E.   Feb.  90. 
Greatest  Tarifltion  in 
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Weather,      Day**  Wind.      Timet, 
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Barometer. 
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-     .31 

22.25 


548 


JRemarh. — TIic  bftromrter  Is  firmly  fixed  to  a  standard  wall 
over  the  staircnse,  in  an  elevation  of  130  feet;  and  the  pluvia- 
meter  is  pbced  in  a  garden  1 40  feet  from  the  level  of  the  sea* 

The  following  Table  presents  the  number  of  baptisms  and  bu- 
rials in  the  three  pari.>hes  of  Nottingham,  for  the  last  tbre**  years. 
There  are  several  dissentmg  congregations,  the  children  of  which 
are  not  bfiptiscd  by  the  church,  and  two  burying- grounds  besides 
those  of  the  EstablLihed  churdi;  oikI  as  tliis  table  is  formed  from 
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the  parish  register,  it  consequently  does  not  include  the  members 
of  dissenting  congregatioDs,  and  is  so  far  defective.  But  a  true 
account  of  mortality  in  any  large  town  cannot  be  procured,  part- 
ly in  consequence  of  the  numbers  who  are  buried  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, or  carried  to  a  distance  by  their  relatives ;  yet  as  these 
causes  do  not  influence  one  year  more  than  another,  the  com- 
parison may  be  as  justly  drawn  as  if  it  were  a  correct  statement. 

Baptisms  and  Burials  in  Nottingham  for  1807,  1808,  and  1809. 


St  Mary's  Parish. 

Jk  Nicholas. 

St  Peter's.       »             1 

I 

1 

I  Gen.  1 
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Ferns. 

Total 

Males  Ferns. 
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looo  J  Baptisms, 
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We  next  introduce  the  report  of  the  patients  admitted  and 
discharged  at  the  General  Hospital,  from  March  25tb  1809,  ta 
March  25th  1810. 


In. 


Remaining  on  the  books,  March  25th  1809    •    45 
Admitted  since,  of  which  118  were  accidents    269 


In-patients  made  out-patients 
Out-patients  made  in-patients 


ToUl  314. 
92 


General  Total  406 


Cured  .  .  •  - 

Reliered  -  .  -  - 

At  their  own  request,  and  irregularity 
Non-attendance  (most  of  whom  were  cured)f 
Without  relief  •  .  .  - 

Dead  -  - 

Remain  on  the  booksi  March  25th  1810 

In-patients  made  out-patients 

Out  patients  made  in-patients  • 
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2 
11 

49 

314 
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Out. 
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31 
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21 

158 


359 


1411 
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31 


1848 


1000 
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II 
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31 


1442  !  1848 


AcEtf 


Dissjsss, 


Asthenia     - 

Tympanites  intestinalig 

Phlegmatic  dolens 

Anasarca     • 

Hydrothorax 

Ascites 

Hydrocele 

Rachitis 

ScroAxIa 

Syphilis 

Icterus 

Gonorrhcea 

Dysuria 

Amenorrhoea 

Prurigo  (universal  itching) 

L#epra  (Grecian  leprosy) 

Psoriasis  (dry  tetter) 

Rubeola  (measles) 

Scarlatina  (scarlet  fever) 

Krythema  (red  rush)    - 

Krysipelas  (St  Anthony's  fire) 

Pemphigus  (Vesicular  fever) 

Pompholyx  (water  blebs) 

Impetigo  (running  tetter] 

Variola  (sroalUpox) 

Scabies  (itch) 

Porrigo  (scald-head) 

I.lerpes  (ring-irorin) 

Varicella  (chicken  pox) 

Vaccinia  (cow-pox) 

Aphtlue  (thrush) 

Chyma  (carbuncles) 

C'aligo 

Ansaurosis 

Calculus 

Strictura     - 

Hernia  * 

Bronchocele 

Tumour 

Scirrbas 

Cancer 

Ilydrarthus 

Contusio     - 

Fractura     - 

Luxatio  <     • 

Vulnus 

ricus 

•  .. « 

Total    - 


1 


4 
8 


1 
1 

Id 
r> 
1 

2 

8 

27 

5 

16 

1 

4 

245 

1 

1 


2 


10 


4 
2 

11 

3l 


4   1$ 


2 
6 


15 


9 
2 


1 

21 


3 
8 
4 
2 
11 
4 


526 


'i 


5 


1 
J 
4 


8 
1 
2 

1 

1 
1 


2 

6 

1 

11 

8 


20 


16U;58 


25 


9     3 


1 


1 


4 
6 


1 


21 


1 


1 


3 
2 


7 
2 

10 
1 


1 

1 

Id 

5 
2 

16 

2h 


1 


1 

1 

21 
1 

3 
5 


3 
13 


30 


173232228 


1 
I 


35 


1 
10 
2 
2 
5 
13 
I 
1 


1 


2 
3 


1 

3 
3 
2 
3 
14 


1 
1 


7 
9 
1 
4 

5 

2 


1 


1 
2 
1 


9 
2 
1 

4 
13 


21.9 


TABLE  oj  DISEASES,  Bi/t. 


ft 

1 

• 

« 

DiSKASSS* 

1 

5 

10 

15 

'2H 

Intermittens        .        -        - 

1 

14 

Synocha 

£ 

Typhus 

6 

7 

8 

•  8Sl 

Synochus 

25 

m 

14 

|lS7 

1 

infantum 

29 

17 

4 

Phlogosis    - 

6 

4 

4 

1  SSI 

Ophthalmia 

18 

8 

5 

|5| 

Cynanchc  tonsillaris 

1 

— — ^—  trachealis 

1 

> parotidea 

}     1 

Pneumonia          .        •        . 

9 

6 

1 

Ui 

Bronchitis  asthenica 

1 

Us 

ISS 
106 

Catarrh  us 

35 

8 

6 

Phthisis 

2 

3 

ll7 

Peritonitis 

4 

Hepatitis     - 

6 

Kephritis     - 

5 

Kheumatismus     « 

1 

;-20 

Arthrodynia 

1 

5^ 

Arthropuosis 

3 

Pleurodynia 

8 

Hepatalgia 

1 

21 

Nephralgia 

r* 

Hemoptysis 

1 

1 

23 

Menorrhagia 

25 

Ilzmorrhois 

6 

Dysenteria 

8 

Apoplexia 

'A 

bydroc 

ephal 

ica     - 

3 

2 

V   5 

Paralysis 

3 

1 

S26 

■ 

Dyspepsia 

h9 

1 

Gastrodynia 

ni 

1 

Hypochondriasis 

1+ 

S 

Convulsio 

S 

Chorea 

1 

r 

Epilepsia    • 

1 

1 

r  7 

Asthma 

1 

'  5 

Pertussis     • 

11 

6 

17 

Colica 

5 

1 

Cholera 

4 

19 

Diarrhoea 

6 

- 

lO 

Diabetes     - 

1 

.  2 

Hysteria     - 

1 

II      -^ 

Cephalalgia 

'20 

Cephala^ 

Hemicrania      -    < 

1  ^ 

Atrophia 

• ,       ■ 

• 

112 

1811.        Dr  Clarke'5  Medical  Report  fir  Notiingham.  143 

Tliere  have  been  since  the  last  year's  report,  nine  amputations, 
and  three  cot  for  the  stone.  The  average  number  has  been  49 
in-patient8|  and  S2G  out-patients. 

Fhere  has  been  always  an  inaccuracy  in  the  auditor's  report  of 
the  Charity,  which  is  partly  rectiBed  in  the  foregoing;  for  under 
the  admissions,  the  out*patients  made  in*patients,  and  the  in- 
patients made  out-patients,  were  always  introduced.  Although 
a  patient  thus  changes  his  designation,  and  is  moved  from  one 
boiak  into  the  other,  yet  he  forms  but  one  admission  to  the  hos* 
pitaly  and  can  be  considered  only  as  one  patienL  I'he  full  force 
of  thig  error  will  be  seen  on  referring  to  the  report  in  the  third 
Tolunoe  of  this  Journal,  page  315,  where  no  less  a  number  than 
S 1 52  more  are  entered  on  the  table  than  actually  applied  for  re- 
lief. This  mistatement  is  not  peculiar  to  Nottingnam ;  it  is  to 
be  observed  in  the  reports  from  other  hospitals.  The  Norwich 
has  carefully  avoided  this  error ;  and  very  properly  explains  by 
a  note  the  apparent  difference  between  the  admissions  and  dis- 
charges, which  is  even  a  more  satisfactory  method  than  the  one 
adopted  in  tliis  paper.  The  erroneous  statement  just  pointed 
out,  precludes  the  possibility  of  making  any  thing  like  a  correct 
comparative  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  Charity,  or  in  fact 
any  other  calailation,  for  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  specify 
the  actual  number  of  individuals  admitted  on  the  books. 

The  table  of  diseases  which  closes  this  report,  may  be  divided 
in  three  heads  of  practice. 

Patients. 
The  General  Hospital  received  1350 
The  Vaccine  Institution  •         261 

The  Reporter's  private  practice        772 

Total        2383 


II. 

Cases  of  Apparent  Paralysis  of  the  Lower  Extremities  retnaoedp 
iy  tAe  Patient  being  attacked  with  Hepatitis  and  Gout.  By  Mr 
Meixor,  Surgeon,  Stafford. 

l^AY  23— Mrs  H aged  40,  full  habit  of  body,  menses 

-^  regular ;  has  been  unwelTa  month  or  five  weeks  j  complain- 
ing of  general  debility  J  great  weakness  and  numbness  of  the  lower 
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extremities ;  ha$  now  much  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back, 
SBCioimy  and  pelvis.  On  examination  of  the  spine,  she  complain- 
ed of  great  tenderness  of  the  sacrum  and  back;  she  cannot  walk, 
or  even  stand,  wiibout  bein^  supported,  nor  can  she  tu!rn  herself 
in  bed,  or  move  the  lower  extremities.  The  liowek  are  yery 
costive ;  the  bladder  appears  to  be  paralytic,  as  she  does  not  part 
with  her  urine  oftener  than  once  in  24  hours,  and  then  in  the 
quantity  of  two  quarts;  the  s^kin  is  cool;  tongue  clean}  pulae  80, 
and  Boft. 

She  was  ordered  to  take  six  grains  of  calomel  immediately,  and 
a  purging  mixture  every  four  iiours  afterwards,  composed  of  suU 
pnas  niagnes.  infus.  sennie,  and  pulv.  jalapti.  This  procured 
several  large  evacuations^  8he  was  then  directed  to  take  a  mix* 
ture  with  gum  guaiacum;  ali»o  to  rub  the  spine  with  lin.  volat,  to 
use  the  warm  bath  every  day^  and  to  apply  a  blister  to  the  sa- 
crum. 

May  30/A. — Complains  of  much  pum  in  the  epigastric  and 
right  hyix>chondriac  rqvions;  is  completely  jaundiced;  has  a  short 
troublesome  cough ;  the  bkin  hot ;  tongue  parched,  and  loaded 
with  a  yellow  fur;  great  thirst;  pulse  110,  full  and  hard.  An 
inflammatian  of  a  rose  colour  has  attacked  the  outside  of  the 
right  foot,  which  extends  towards  the  toes,  attended  with  swefl- 
ing  and  great  pain;  the  urine  is  in  small  quantity;  makes  it  moro 
frequent  than  she  did,  and  it  is  very  yellow ;  stools  of  a  dirty 
white. 

I  bled  her  to  the  quantity  of  sixteen  ounces ;  put  her  upon  the 
antiphlogistic  plan;  gave  her  saline  medicines  with  nitr.  and  vin. 
antim. ;  purged  her  smartly  every  day  with  calomel  and  infns.  of 
senna,  and  pulv.  jalap.  The  bk>od  was  highly  inflamed;  she  was 
bled  again  on  the  31st;  also  on  the  first  of  June,  and  on  the 
Mil. 

June  2d, — The  gout  has  attacked  the  other  foot. 

June  4///. — The  inflammation  has  attacked  both  hands,  and 
even  extends  to  the  fingers ;  the  feet  are  better ;  has  more  feel- 
ing in  hor  leg:*,  and  can  move  them  a  little;  in  other  respects 
much  the  same.     Ordered  to  continue  her  present  plan. 

June  6'k. — Feeli  much  relieved  by  the  last  bleeding ;  the  pain 
and  inflammntion  of  the  feet  gone ;  lias  more  feeling  in  her 
legs,  and  can  move  them  better. 

June  8th. — Is  in  every  respect  better. 

June  \^th — Is  in  a  convalescent  state  ;  the  numbness  of  the 
lower  extremities  gone ;  and  she  u  able  to  walk  with  a  little  as- 
liistance. 

June  20M.— I  saw  hrr  ;  found  her  well  iii  every  respect,  and 
able  to  walk  as  well  as  u  Ainl;  the  L!r.dd:r  l*usrcccvcred  its  tone, 
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wbA  she  bat  the  indinarion  to  part  with  her  water  three  or  four 
tioMs  within  every  tweaQr-fiwar  nours.  The  pun  and  tendemeaa 
of  the  flpine»  aacnuny  and  pdvia^  and  ako  tnenumbnesa  of  the 
fimbai  are  entirdy  removed. 

If  she  had  not  been  attacked  with  this  violoit  inflanunatonr 
disease^  would  she  have  become  paralytic  ? 

(]au  ff  Hctmorrhaa  PeUddaliSf  suceessfidh/  treated. 

Juljf  2(mX.-»Ann  Moore,  7  years  of  age^  has  been  unweO 
near  a  fortnight ^  complaining  of  lassitude  and  great  debility; 
has  gradually  lost  her  flesh;  her  appetite  is  goodi  tongue  rather 
browni  great  fhirsti  sldn  oooU  pulse  90,  but  rather  fe3)le$  belly 
open,  five  davs  ago»  there  appeared  petechia  upon  the  face^ 
neck,  arms,  ana  every  part  of  tne  body;  the  petechias  were  as 
thick  in  the  skin  as  theeruptioQ  of  the  measles;  she  has  bled  for 
several  nights  frequently  at  the  nose,  and  for  an  hour  or  two  at 
atime;  her  shift  is  stained  in  spots  all  over  with  pale  blood;  there 
is  also  a  spot  on  the  inside  of  the  knee,  about  the  me  of  half  a 
crowuL  as  if  it  had  been  bruised^  and  of  a  yellowish  eobnr. 

Ordered  to  take  a  decoction  of  bark,  with  the  muriated  tinc- 
ture of  iron.  Toeat  fresh  animal  food;  ripe  friiits;  vegetables; 
to  drink  half  a  pint  of  port  wine,  diluted  with  an  equal  quantity 
of  water,  every  twenty- four  hours;  and  to  sponge  the  body  every 
four  hours  with  coU  vinegar  and  water. 

August  Isr. — Has  bled  a  great  deal  from  the  nose;  ^petite 
mod;  sleeps  well;  petechias  and  haemorrba^  fixMh  the  skin  much 
2ie  same.    Ordered  to  continue  her  medicines. 

August  5ih. — Appears  better;  has  had  no  return  of  the  hse- 
morrhage  fit>m  the  nose;  that  from  the  skin  less  i  tongue  moister ; 
thirst  las;  appetite  ffood;  petechiie  are  bq^inning  to  change 
colour,  from  oeinff  uvkl  to  a  yeDowiih  appearance;  says  she  is 
stronger,  and  is  abie  to  run  about  and  play  with  her  companions 
as  usuaL    Medicines  continded. 

August  12/A.— Petechise  have  almost  dlsappeaiM,'  and  she  is  in 
every  respect  pexfectly  well.  The  bark  and  tincture  are  recom- 
mended to  be  taken  three  times  a^day  for  a  fortnight  longer. 

Two  Cases  'xhere  Bkeding^  so  as,  to  prodtice  Sj/ncope^  owed  the  Dis-^ 
ease  mtnediatefyf  without  the  aid  ^  Medicine. 
.  Misis  NeedaM,  aged  18,  apparently  of  d  full  habit,  pale  com* 
plexion,  but  delicate  constitution,  short  chest,  has  for  the  last 
two  years  been  subject  to  violent  attacks  of  spasmodic  asthma, 
and  an  incessant,  short,  and  irritable  cough. 

October  15//i. — Was  attacked  after  dancing  with  the  cough, 
vliich  is  incessant,  recurring  every  second  o?  time,  and  which 
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appears  to  arise  entirely  from  irritntion ;  she  has  no  pain  or  d{& 
ficultv  in  breathinfr;  pulse  soft,  but  frequent;  she  has  beeii 
cougfiing  without  intf^rmission  thirty* six  hours;  has  taken  opiura^ 
ether,  camphor,  assafcrtida,  and  inhaled  the  steam  of  warm 
water,  and  also  the  vapour  of  aether,  blit  without  the  slightest 
good  effect*  I  bled  her  from  a  large  orifice  to  the  quantity  of 
twelve  ounces,  until  she  fainted;  she  was  very  sick,  and  vomited 
a  good  deal.  The  cough  immecHately  ceased,  and  did  Bot  yetu£& 
in  the  sBgbtest  degree  again* 

Mrs  S  ■  ,  aged  36,  spare  habit,  hsd  been  snbjeet  to  attadc» 
of  acute  rheumatism;  complains  of  violent  and  acute  pains  is 
her  knees,  ancles,  elbows  and  wrists;  is  unable  to  walk  widiout 
the  support  of  two  persons;  skin  cool ;  tongue  rather  white;  pulse* 
80,  but  full,  and  rather  hard;  urine  high-eobared^  joints  noe 
flveelled  or  inflamed. 

I  bled  her  from  a  large  orifiee,  to  the  quantity  of  sixteeii  oun^ 
ces;  she  fainted,  and  vomited,  and  was  near  an  hour  in  recover- 
ing. I  called  upon  her  the  next  morning;  found  her  busy  in  her 
domestic  aflSiirs;  said  she  had  had  a  very  good  nighty  was  en* 
tirely  free  from  pain,,  and  could  walk  as  wdl^as  usual;  and  has' 
had  no  return  of  her  disease. 


IIL 


1 .  Case  in  Tohich  the  Larvee  of  an  Insect  isiere  voided  in  tie  Urine. 
2.  Cases  of  Poisoning  by  Foxglaoe  and  Corrosive  SMimate.  S. 
Remarks  on  JEnlargement  of  the  Heart.  In  a  Letter  to  Dr 
Duncan,  jun.  from  Wixxiam  Henry,  Mb  D.  F.  R.  S*  Phy- 
sician to  the  Manchester  Infirmary.. 

I  HAD  intended  to  send  yoa  an  account  of  the  first  of  the  fol* 
lowing  cases,  and  had  transcribed  it  from  my  notes  for  the 
purpose,  before  the  number  of  vour  Journal  fell  into  my  hands,, 
which  contains  Dr  Bateman's  valuable  communication  on  a  simi^ 
lar  subject  As  it  does  not  appear,  however,  that  any  instance 
had  occurred  within  the  experience  of  that  writer,  in  which  larvv- 
were  discharged  from  the  urinary  passages,  I  have  not  rehn* 
^pished  my  intention  of  transmitting  tfat  case,  alon^  widi.some 
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others  of  ft  different  kindi  for  insertim  in  ihe  Ediabargh  Me« 
dical  Journal. 


Case  in  whick  ihe  Lame  of  an  Inaed  were  voided  in  the  Urine.  . 
Jidi/f  18()9. — Mr  F.  i^d  about  69,  of  a  robust  make^  and( 
plethoric  habit,  has  been  occasionallj  subject  to  hsmorrboidaF 
affections  for  the  last  twenty-fire  years.    About  seven  or  eight 
years  a^  be  fra»  induced  one  day,  by  the  ocuteness  of  the  paift 
which  be  suffered,  when  at  stool,  to  introduce  bis  finger  into  the 
rectnmy  and  succeeded  in  extractinm^  a  pin,  of  the  swallowing 
of  which  he  had  no  remembrance.     During  the  last  ten  or  twelve 
years,  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  frequently  voiding  gravel$  and» 
at  an  early  part  of  that  interval,  discharged  a  small  calculus^ 
which,  lor  several  hours,  impeded  the  l^ow  of  urine.    The  calls 
to  make  water  are  now  very  frequent  and  ur/nfentf  and,  towards 
the  close,  he  experiences  severe  smarting.     He  has  complained,* 
also,  for  the  kst  five  or  six  months,  of  a  sense  of  weight,  and  of 
what  he  calls  a  stabbing  pain  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder.     This 
occasionally  attacks  him  when  perfectly  still,  and  is  invariably 
brought  on  by  any  sudden  concussion  of  the  body.     Hence  he 
has  found  difficulty  even  in  walking;  and  riding  on  horseback. 
has  been  long  insupportaUy  painful.    The  urine,  at  present,  is 
loaded  with  a  deposite,  the  colour  of  which  varies,  from  its  con- 
taining different  proportions  of  uric  acid,  and  the  earthy  phos- 
phates, and  from  its  being  more  or  less  tinged  with  blood,  the 
Santity  of  which  is  sometimes  sufficient  to  give  the  urine  nearly 
t  colour  of  port  wine. 

But  the  most  remarkable  circumstance  in  Mr  F.'s  case  is,  that, 
for  five  or  six  weeks  past,  there  have  been  voided,  along  with  his 
urine,  the  larvas  of  an  insect,  pretty  exactly  resembling  the  com^ 
BBon  maf^ot.  They  are  not  only  alive  but  vivacious;  and  be- 
sides those  which  are  entire,  the  heads  and  bodies  of  several  others' 
may  be  observed,  detached  from  each  other.  Of  the  entire  in- 
sects, he  has  frequently  discharged  three  or  four  at  once;  and 
they  appear  in  the  urine,  when  it  is  perfectly  free  from  sand, 
and  even  when  it  is  received  into  a  glass  vessel. 

From  Mr  F.'s  symptoms^  it  appeared  to  me  not  improbable^ 
that  a  stone  might  be  lodged  in  the  bladder;  and  Mr  Gibson, 
who  was  consulted,  agreeing  with  me  in  this  opinion,  we  were 
anxious  to  have  determined  the  fact  by  sounding*  To  this  scru- 
tiny, however,  the  patient  strongly  objected;  and  we  were,  there- 
fore, under  the  necessity  of  resting  satisfied  with  the  exhibition 
of  palliative  medicines,  the  chief  of  which  were  doses  of  uva  ursi 
ana  opium,  and  pills  with  calcined  carbonate  of  soda  and  soapv 
Under  this  course  of  medicines,  and  a  proper  plan  of  diet,,  he- 1 
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covered  much  beyond  our  expectation ;  and  has  enjoyed  greater 
freedom  from  pain,  than  had  fallen  to  his  lot  for  some  years  be* 
fore.  He  8til],  however,  (Jan.  1811)  complains  of  some  sore- 
ness, which  he  refers  nearly  to  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  $  bat 
he  has  not  voided  any  of  the  insectS)  since  tlie  summer  of  1809. 

Some  of  the  larvas  were  put  into  the  hands  of  a  gentleman,  * 
accurately  acquainted  with  most  of  the  branches  of  natttral  his- 
tory; and  by  him  I  have  been  favoured  with  the  following  ac- 
count, and  uie  annexed  sketch  of  them. 

**  The  insect  has  evidently  a  hard  crustaceous  head,  with  strong 
maxiUoe,  like  those  of  coleopterous  larvae.  The  body  appears  to 
have  been  soft  and  pulpy,  and  when  magnified,  has  much  the 
appearance  of  that  of  curadio  nucutiu  A  semi-transparent  line 
is  plainly  visible,  running  from  the  head  to  the  tail,  which,  in 
No.  9.  is  a  little  porrectcd,  and  darker  coloured  than  the  body* 
The  body  is  covered  with  scattered  short  hairs  or  seta^  in 
No.  1.  two  short  legs  are  visible  upon  the  first  aunulus.  The 
body  consists  of  seven  anniili,  exclusive  of  the  head*  lu  No.  2w 
the  head  appears  bruised,  and  rather  mutilated,  but  is  very  per- 
fect in  the  other  specimens.  Colour  dirty  yellowish ;  head  bright 
chocolate. 

'*  From  tl^e  small  size  of  this  caterpillar,  I  cannot  presume  ta 
say  what  it  would  have  produced  when  arrived  at  its  last  stage, 
but  have  no  doubts  of  its  being  a  coleopterous  insect,  or  beetle,- 
of  some  genus,  its  appearance  being  simHar  to  the  larvae  of  that 
class  of  insects,  and  indeed  of  no  others*  The  position  of  No.  i  * 
(which  appears  to  be  its  natural  one)  corresponds  precisely  witli 
tliat  of  the  larvae  of  scarabaig  whilst  No.  2.  and  3.  have  more 
the  resemblanee  of  curculio,  particularly  C.  niicum^  to  which, 
when  magnified,  it  bears  a  great  resemblance. " 

In  the  plate,  No.  1,2,  and  9.  represent  the  insect  of  the  natural 
size  and  magnified*     No.  S.  Is  the  most  perfect  specimen,  f 

Effects  of  an  ewcesskfe  dose  of  Foxglove, 

On  the  i7th  of  October,  1 809, 1  was  caDed  to  visit  Alice  Gnict, 
aged  abont60,ftsahome-patientoftheMancfaester Infirmary.  She 
had  laboured  under  ascites  for  sotne  months^  and  though  already  an 
out-patient  of  the  charitj^^  under  the  care  of  one  of  my  colleagues, 
had  yielded^  at  the  persuasion  of  a  neighbour,  to  have  recourse 
to  a  strong  decoction  of  foxglove*    It  was  prepared  by  boiling 

*  J.  L.  Philips,  £sq.  of  Mayfield,  near  Manchester. 

f  Dr  Monro,  jun.  authorizes  the  Editor  to  state,  that  he  has  met  with  a  case  prft« 
cisely  similory  and  possesses  specimens  of  t^e  larva  in  his  museum. 
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two  handful  of  the  leaves  io  a  quart  of  water,  during  half  an 
hour,  and  then  pressing  the  mass,  so  as  to  expel  the  whole  of  the 
liquor.  Of  this,  about  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Sunday 
the  1 5th,  she  drank  two  tea  cupsfu],  amounting,  in  the  whole,  as  I 
afterwards  ascertained,  to  not  less  than  ten  ounce  measures.  Bo 
fore  eight  o'clock,  she  besan  to  be  sick,  and  discharged  part  of 
the  contents  of  the  stomach.  Enough,  however,  was  retained  to 
excite  violent  retching  and  vomiting  throughout  th^  whole  of  that 
and  the  following  day,  during  which,  every  thing  that  was  taken 
was  instantly  rejected.  In  the  intervals  qi  sickness,  she  was  ex- 
cessively faint,  and  her  skin  was  covered  with  a  cold  sweat  The 
tongue  and  lips  swelled,  and  there  was  a  constant  flow  of  viscid 
saliva  from  the  mouth.  Very  Jittle  urine  was  voided  on  ISun- 
day ;  and,  on  the  two  following  days,  the  action  of  the  kidnies 
was  entirely  suspended*  When  I  saw  her  on  Tuesday,  the  sick- 
ness had  somewhat  abated^  though  it  was  still  extremely  distres- 
sing. The  tongue  was  covered  with  a  white  fwt^  the  ptyalism 
continued,  though  in  a  less  degree ;  and  the  breath  was  fetid* 
The  pulse  was  low,  ijrr^ular  (not  exceeding  forty),  and  after 
every  third  or  fourth  pulsation,  an  intermission  occurred  for  some 
seconds*  She  complained,  also,  of  general  pains  in  the  limbs, 
and  of  cramps  in  the  legs. 

Though  the  danger  appeared  to  me  to  be  greatly  diminished, 
yet  something  was  absolutely  necessary  to  abate  the  harassing 
sickness*  I  uirected,  therefore,  effervescing  draughts,  prepared 
with  infusion  of  columbo  and  carbonate  of  ammonia,  witn  the  ad- 
dition  often  drops  of  laudanum  to  each,  to  be  taken  every  three 
hours.  In  the  intervals,  thirty  drops  of  a  mixture  of  aether  and 
the  compound  spirit  of  ammonia,  were  given  occasionally ;  and 
she  was  supplied  freely  with  wine  from  the  hospital.  Under 
this  treatment,  Uie  sickness  and  vomiting  soon  abated,  and  she 
gradually  returned  to  her  former  state  of  imperfect  health.  The 
pulse,  however,  did  not  completely  regain  its  regularity  before 
the  commencement  of  the  following  week. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  ptyalism,  which  occurred  in 
this  case,  was  entirely  an  effect  of  the  digitalis ;  for  no  mercurial, 
as  I  aflerwards  learned  from  Dr  Bardsley,  had  been  ^ivcn  to  the 
patient  while  under  his  care ;  and  she  a>surcd  me  that  she  had 
not  deviated  from  the  directions  of  her  physician,  in  any  respect, 
except  in  taking  the  foxglove.  I  was  induced  to  have  recourse  • 
to  opium  as  a  remedy,  by  the  indistinct  recollection  of  its  success 
in  a  similar  case,  described  by  Dr  Beddoes,  the  details  of  which 
I  have  since  found  in  the  5th  volume  of  Dr  Simmons's  Medical 
iacls* 
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Case  of  Poisoning  by  Corrosive  Sublimate. 

The  following  case  is  chiefly  interestingp  from  its  bearing  upoa 
jSL  point  of  some  importance*  which  was  discussed  on  a  trial  for 
.murder  at  the  I^ancaster  assizes  in  1 808.  Tlie  defendant^  on  that 
occasion,  appeared  to  owe  his  acquittal  to  the  fact,  that  no  poi- 
sonous substance  could  be  detected  after  death,  in  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  or  bowels,  though  the  proper  tests  were  applied^ 
.with  great  skill  and  judgment,  by  Dr  Bostock.  It  was  the  declared 
opinion,  however,  of  that  physician  at  the  time,  and  was  after- 
., wards  proved  by  a  course  of  experiments  on  animals,  *  that  a 
poison  may  produce  fatal  effects,  and  yet  be  so  completely  eva- 
cuated by  vomiting  or  purging,  as  to  leave  no  trace,  discoverable 
by  chemical  analysis,  in  the  contents  of  the  alimentary  canaL 
Some  time  after  this  period,  the  following  case  occurred  to  my 
friend  Dr  Holme,  who  obligingly  pointcrl  it  out  to  my  notice. 

Hannah  ToidLiNSON,  aged  about  20,  was  induced,  by  a  series 
of  ill-treatment,  and  by  the  apprehension  of  pregnancy,  to  form 
the  resolution  ^destroying  Ixerself  With  this  view,  sne  poured 
.  about  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  hot  water  on  an  ounce  of  corrosive  sub- 
limate,  and  drank  the  whole  of  what  the  water  could  hold,  both 
dissolved  and  in  suspension.  The  act  of  swallowing  was  attend- 
ed with  a  violent  spasm  of  the  glottis,  and  a  small  quantity  of  the 
liquid  was  rejected  from  the  mouth.  In  less  than  half  an  hour, 
she  became  extremely  sicik,  and  discharged  the  contents  of  her 
stomach.  The  retching,  however,  continued,  and  she  threw  up 
a  considerable  quantity  of  blood.  On  the  following  day,  the  sick- 
ness had  not  abated,  though  the  haemorrhage  had  ceased.  From 
this  time  to  the  period  of  her  death,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
most  judicious  treatment,  happened  on  the  sixth  day,  she  con- 
tinued to  labour  under  sickness,  anxiety,  restlessness,  quick  pulse, 
and  universal  pains  in  the  limbs.  To  these  symptoms  super- 
vened, on  the  fourth  day,  great  pain  about  the  scrobiculus  cordis^ 
and  tenderness  on  pressure;  and  a  few  hours  before  death,  a  com- 
plete paralysis  of  the  upper  and  lower  extremities  took  place. 

Some  of  the  fluid,  which  had  been  vomited  about  twelve  hours 
after  she  bad  taken  the  sublimate,  was  carefully  examined  by  Dr 
Roget  (now  physician  in  London)  and  myself.  The  tests  appli- 
ed were  those  which  are  described  in  my  Elements  <yf  Experiment^ 
al  Chemistry f  Vol.  ii.  page  393;  but  neither  in  this  liquid,  nor 
in  that  found  in  the  stomach  after  death,  were  any  traces  of  the 
poison  discoverable. 
i     •  : 

^  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal)  v.  14. 
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On  thfe  day  after  her  decease,  the  body  was  opened  by  Dr 
Rofiprt*  in  the  absence  of  Dr  Holme  from  town.  The  external 
appearance  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  were  perfectly  natural. 
About  two  ounces  of  a  thick  yellow  ropy  fluid  were  found  in 
the  stomadii  which  was  but  moderately  distended  with  air.  Oa 
its  inner  sur&ce,  numerous  dark  red  spots,  indicating  inflamma- 
tioa  of  the  Tilbns  coat,  were  observable.  They  extended  the 
wb(4e  length  of  the  smaller  curvature,  and  occupied  the  greater 
part  of  the  fundus,  but  did  not  appear  in  the  lower  portion  of  the 
large  curvature.  To  me  they  seemed  to  resemble,  very  cIosely»  a 
similar  appearance,  which  I.have  three  or  four  times  observed  in 
Ae  stomachs  of  persons  who  have  died  of  hjrdrophobta.  No  abri^ 
Mm  of  the  villous  coat  was  perceptible.  The  inner  coat  of  the 
duodenum,  as  far  as  the  middle  of  its  length,  presented  the  same 
appearance  of  inflammation.  The  lower  pare  of  the  oesophagus, 
lor  about  three  inches  above  the  cardia,  was  slightly  inflamed ;  but 
higher  up,  it  was  of  a  natural  colour*  The  Uver  and  spleen  were 
sound ;  the  gaU*bladder  more  empty  than  usual.  The  left  kid- 
ney was  of  a  looser  texture  than  natural,  and  a  smaH  abscess  was 
tliscovered  in  it  filled  with  pus.  The  bjadder  was  empty,  and 
exceedingly  contracted.  *  The  uterus  was  of  the  natural  size, 
•and  its  cavity  exhibited  no  marks  of  pregnancy.  The  ovaria 
were  somewhat  enlarged,  and  the  left  contained  several  hydatids; 
but  no  corpus  luteum  could  be  detected  in  either  of  them.  The 
heart  and  lungs,  it  may  be  added,  were  perfectly  sound* 

EtdargemeTU  of  the  Heart • 

Mr  AHan  Burns,  in  his  valuable  work  on  the  Diseases  of  the 
Heart  (p.  41.)  has  attempted  to  establish  the  diagnosis  between  di<> 
latation,  or  simple  aneurism,  of  that  organ,  and  the  actual  increase 
of  its  substance.  In  the  latter  disease,  he  has  observed  the  pulse 
to  be  weak,  irregular,  intermitting,  and  fluttering ;  in  siixiple  di- 
latation, on  the  contraiy,  uniformly  full,  slow,  and  soft.  The 
heart  itself,  also,  when  merely  dilated,  he  has  found  to  contract 
sluggislily  and  equally  in  the  chest,  without  that  jarring  sensa- 
tion, which  the  hand  receives  from  its  stroke,  in  cases  of  enlarge- 
ment.    This  distinction,  though  it  may  perhaps  have  no  ini* 


*  No  urine  was  voided  after  the  third  day ;  and  on  introducing  the  catheter  re- 
l>eated]3r,  the  bladder  was  found  empty.  Suppression  of  urine  (which  took  place 
«lso  in  Orice,  from  an  orer-dose  of  one  cX  our  most  active  diuretics),  appears  to  be 
fio  unoommon  effect  of  die  admlDiistratiun  of  poisons.  Vide  llalJer,  Kl^m.  vii. 
396,  edit.  Lausao,  1778. 
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portant  influence  on  pracdoe,  it  may  be  interetlhig  to  tiy  fay  the 
test  of  further  observation ;  and  the  two  firilowing  caaes^  as  tkt 
as  tfar^  go,  are  in  fayour  of  its  accuracy. 

1.  Thomas  Leech,  aeed  20,  late  a  saikxr  in  the  Rmral  Navy^ 
bad  laboured  for  nearly  three  years  under  palpitation  of  the  heart 
and  shortness  of  breathing.  About  two  years  beionne,  be  had 
been  induced,  by  the  urgency  of  his  complaints,  to  desert  firom 
bis  ship,  but  had  been  taken,  and  sentenced  to  underm  the  pa« 
nishment  of  the  fleet.  His  complaints,  soon  afterwards,  increas- 
ed  so  rapidly,  that  in  a  short  time  he  received  his  discharge 
from  service.  When  I  first  visited  him,  on  the  2Sd  of  April 
i809,  as  a  home  patient  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary,  his  sitoa* 
tion  was  truly  deplorable.  The  pulsation  of  the  heart  was  fi^ 
as  low  as  between  the  nindi  and  tenth  ribs  {  was  extremdy  vio^- 
lent;  and  was  attended  with  that  peculiar  jarring,  which  has 
been  described  by  Dr  Ferriar,  and  other  medical  writers.    The 

!)ulse  at  the  wrist  was  128,  small  and  indistinct  s  the  breathing 
aborious ;  and  every  attempt  to  lie  down,  brought  on  the  sense 
of  sufibcation.  He  was  oUiged,  therefore,  to  sit  with  bis  head 
reclined  upon  his  arms,  whicn  were  supported  by  a  table.  The 
belly  was  considerably  sweUed ;  the  legs  cedematous  i  and  the 
urine  scanty  and  high*coloured.  He  htui  a  constant  tendency  to 
sickness,  and  frequently  severe  pain  in  the  abdomen.  His  disso* 
lution,  indeed,  seemed  to  me  so  near  at  hand,  that  I  attempted 
liothing  but  to  palliate  the  most  urgent  symptoms*  Qn  the  1st 
of  May  he  died ;  and,  with  great  aifficulty,  I  obtained  permis- 
sion to  inspect  the  body,  which  was  done,  under  circumstances 
of  haste  and  interruption  from  the  voung  pian's  finends,  by  Mr 
Ransome,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  tne  infirmary. 

On  opening  the  thorax,  the  heart,  from  it^  enormous  size,  pre- 
sented a  very  striding  appearance.  It  completely  distended  the 
pericardium,  to  which  membrane  it  had  not  formed  any  adhe- 
sion. The|*e  was  qo  unusual  quantity  of  fluid  either  in  the  pe^ 
ricardium  or  the  general  cavi^  of  the  thoraa^  The  increase  of 
ihe  heart  was  general ;  but  if  any  part  was  in  excess,  it  was  the 
left  ventricle.;  When  perfectly  treed  from  blood,  it  weighed  a 
pound  and  fountcen  ounces,  avoirdupois.  The  valves  between 
the  auricles  and  ventricles,  and  the  semilunar  valves,  were  per- 
fectly natural }  and  the  heart,  in  every  respect,  except  that  of 
magnitude,  had  a  healthy  appearance.  The  lungs  were  sound, 
and  we  could  discover  in  the  thorax  no  morbid  structure,  that 
could  have  presented  an  impediment  to  the  circulation.  Thj^ 
contents  of  the  abdomen  we  were  not  permitted  to  examine* 
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S.  William  Baklow,  tged  16^  was  admitted  an  in- patient 
of  the  lofirmary,  under  my  care,  on  the  84th  of  December  I  »10. 
He  dated  his  complaints  mm  aboot  a  month  previously  to  his  ad- 
mission; hot  it  is  probable,  from  the  sequel,  that  the  disease  of 
the  heart  had  a  much  earlier  origin.  At  that  time,  be  was  seiz- 
ed suddenly  with  violent  pain  in  the  head,  and  lost  the  use  of  the 
right  side.  This,  however,  he  soon  recovered;  but  was  attacked 
by  a  train  of  still  more  distressing  symptoms.  The  belly  and 
Ian  began  to  swell,  and  the  breathing  to  be  short  and  laborious. 
'  Ine  oedema  has  now  extended  to  the  face,  the  eyelids,  and  the 
scrotum.  He  has  a  violent  cough  and  spitting,  and  the  lips  have 
a  livid  hue.  The  palpitation  of  the  heart  is  considerable,  and  the 
seat  of  that  otgm  lower  than  natural;  but  the  stroke  is  indis* 
tioct  and  distant.  There  is  a  visible  pulsation  of  the  veins  of  the 
neck.  At  the  wrist,  the  pulse  is  small,  irregular,  rapid,  and 
not  always  synchronous  with  the  motions  of  the  heart  The  ap- 
petite is  tolerably  good;  the  bowels  regular;  and  the  urine  natu* 
jnal  in  quantily. , 

Notwithstanding  the  plan  of  treatment,  the  most  important 
part  of  which  was  the  administration  of  foxglove,  he  oecame 
gradually  worse,  and  died  on  the  14th  of  January.    On  the  fol- 
lowing (fay,  the  body  was  opened  bj^  Mr  Ransome.    The  right 
sac  of  the  pleura  contained  about  a  pint  and  a  half  of  serum;  and 
about  nine  ounces  were  found  in  the  pericardium,  which  had  no 
adhesion  to  the  heart.    The  heart  itself  was  enlarged,  and  tlie 
parietes  of  both  ventricles  were  thicker  than  natural.    In  the  left 
ventricle^  the  columna  camea  were  in  some  places  cartilaginous^ 
and  in  others  partially  ossified.    The  right  ventricle  contained 
one  of  those  substances  which  have  been  erroneously  called  po- 
lypi.   But  the  chief  scat  of  disease  was  in  the  right  auricle  and 
sinus  venosus,  which  were  dilated  to  twice  their  natural  size,  and 
were  ossified  in  spots.    All  the  valves  of  the  heart,  and  those  at 
the  origin  of  the  large  arteries,  were  healthy,    llie  weight  of  the 
heart  was  14  troy  ounces,  perhaps  double  what  it  ought  to  have 
been  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  subject.  *    In  the  abdomen, 
the  only  deviation  from  a  sound  state  of  the  vi&cera  was  an  en- 
largement of  the  right  kidney. 

The  pain  of  the  head  and  paralysis  (though  not  the  gub^e- 
quent  removal  of  the  latter),  were  satisfactorily  accounted  for  on 
examining  the  brain.  Its  membranes  were  sound,  and  no  hy* 
dropic  efiiision  had  taken  place  between  them.  But  in  the  pos- 
i^rior  part  of  the  brain,  immediately  above  the  cornu  ammonis  of 


f  Vid.  Scn§c,  Jniite  du  O^pur,  i.  13}. 
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the  left  lateral  ventride,  an  abscess  was  discorered,  oontainingr 
about  two  drachms  cS  dark-coloured  pus.  The  ventricles  them* 
selves  contained,  if  any  thing  was  remarkable,  less  than 
natural  quantity  of  fluid. 


IV. 

Case  ofDeJbrmiiyqftke  Face  and  Throat  from  Bumisig^  removed 
by  CMrurgieal  Operaiums.  By  Gborgb  Nbsse  Hill,  Sur- 
geon, Chester. 

Gektlemev, 

SIR  James  Earle,  in  his  *<  Essay  on  the  Means  of  Lessening 
the  Effects  of  Fire  on  the  Human  Body"  (1803),  has  given 
an  interesting  case  of  burnt  throat,  with  an  annexed  drawing  in 
profile,  illustrative  of  the  effects  of  a  surgical  operation  upon  the 
contracted  parts.  The  subsequent  narrative  might,  therefore,  at 
first  sight,  be  deemed  an  unnecestary  repetition :  but  as  that  was 
a  mucn  less  extensively  mischievous  accident  than  the  one  re- 
corded below,  and  not  requiring  such  extended  means  of  relief, 
the  relator  hopes  you  will  admit  it  into  your  repository  of  valu* 
able  communications;  especially  when  he  presumes  to  remind 
jou,  how  interesting  every  case  productive  of  a  deviation  from 
the  common  routine  of  practice,  becomes  to  young  practitioners, 
however  diminutive  may  be  the  proportion  of  new  or  improved 
treatment.  George  Nesse  Hilu 

Chester^  Dec.  8I5/,  1810. 

A  lively  handsome  bo^,  eight  years  of  age,  was  one  day  stand- 
ing alone  near  a  large  kitchen  fire,  when  a  sudden  current  of  air 
V  from  an  open  door  at  his  back,  drew  his  brat  or  pinafore  to  the 
'  bars  of  the  grate,  and  set  it  in  a  flame.  The  garment  being  tied 
bebindi  and  the  fire  ascending  witti  violence  in  every  direction, 
prevented  the  unfortunate  littTe  fellow  from  extricating  himself^ 
or  obtaining  assistance  for  that  purpose,  until  his  whde  throat, 
from  the  breast  bone,  the  chin,  under  lip,  and  left  side  of  the  fiice, 
including  the  eye  and  part  of  the  forehead,  were  miserably  scorch* 
ied.  Immediate  surgical  assistance  being  procured,  the  important 
parts  thus  injured  were  dressed  in  the  usual  manner,  being,  as  in 
similar  cases,  much  swoln  and  disfigured.  In  about  nine  months 
the  whole  hurt  surface  was  cicatrized ;  during  which  arduous  pro- 
cess, the  throat,  face,  and  eye,  had  gradually  assumed  the  appear* 
ance  attempted  to  be  expressed  by  fig.  4.  of  the  annexed  plate ; 
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the  whde  integiuneDU»  from  the  upper  edge  of  the  •ternum  to 
the  chin,  forming  a  hard  ridgy  bana,  near  two  inches  wide»  and 
which  seemed  to  be  every  day  bringing  the  lower  jaw  nearer  to 
the  breast^  so  as  wholly  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  approximat- 
ing the  inferior  to  the  upper  lip :  hence  considerable  impediment 
to  the  speech  and  a  constant  dripping  of  the  saliva  $  a  gradual 
thickening  of  the  lower  lip,  together  with  a  puckering- in  of  the 
left  angle  of  the  mouth  $  a  dragging  of  the  whole  cheek  down- 
wards and  backwards  towards  the  left  ear  (which  organ  was 
.ahriveiled  up),  gave  the  whole  face  a  singularly  distressing  ap» 
pearance*    The  mischief  was  grievously  augmented  by  a  complete 
eversion  of  the  inferior  eyelid ;  and  so  firm  were  tlie  parts  be- 
neath it  become,  that  the  eyelash  lay  fixed  nearly  flat  on  the 
cheek ;  the  inner  membrane  forming,  from  the  shape,  and  uik* 
yieldii^  structure  of  its  tarsus,  an  ardied  fold,  tightly  embracing 
the  inferior  portion  of  the  globe,  hence  leaving  it  constantlv  ex- 
posed.   Happily  vision  hadreceived  but  little  injury,  a  small  por- 
tion only  of  the  transparent  cornea  having  sufiered  from  the  a- 
scending  flame,  which  had  left  a  slight  opacity,  less  detrimental 
than  disagreeable  i  but  the  eye  being  incapable  of  closure,  and  the 
tears  coi^stantly  trickling  down  the  seamed  cheek,  rendered  the 
aufferer  extremely  uncomfortable.    Thus  situated,  he  came  to  this 
city  for  advice,  with  a  request  to  a  resident  relative  to  call  a  con- 
sultation on  the  case.    The  primary  objects  of  surgical  regard  ap- 
peared to  be  to  afford  relief  to  the  depressed  jaw  and  distorted 
eye.    The  result  of  the  consultation  was  a  proposal  to  freely  divide 
as  many  of  the  constricted  masses  of  inte/iruments  and  subjacent 
parts  as  would  admit  of  such  an  operation,  and  effect  the  uiten- 
tions  indicated.    The  parents  and  child  consenting,  a  day  wsa 
fixed,  and  the  first  part  of  the  busincas  thus  managed : — The 
hard  band  which  reached  fironi  the  chin  to  the  sternum,  being  re- 
l.ixed  as  much  as  possible,  by  bringing  the  head  forwards  and 
d»wnwards,a  large  needle,  having  a  considerable  curve  and  cutting 
edges,  was  passed  tlirough  the  (comparatively)  soft  parts  behind  it, 
close  to  the  trachea,  from  one  side  to  the  other,  including  as  much 
lateral  skin  as  possible.     Upon  tliis  instrument,  held  firm,  the 
burnt  mass  was  with  c<msiderable  difficulty  divided  by  a  scalpel  i 
the  needle  being  thus  freed,  a  large  vein  and  two  arteries  which 
it  had  cut  were  taken  up,  and  the  farther  division  of  the  skin,  cel- 
lular membrane,  and  muscular  fibres  completed  laterally,  as  far  as 
was  practicably  safe.    Thus  the  stricture  was  so  effectually  remov- 
od,  that  our  little  patient  could  shut  his  mouth  again  with  ease  $ 
the  left  angle  was  also  greatly  relieved,  and  the  eyelid  visibly  a- 
inended ;  but  so  painful  and  tedious  had  this  operation  been,  and 
.the  loss  of  blood  so  considerable,  that  it  was  deemed  prudent  to 
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decline  attempting  more  that  day.    The  wound  was  dressed  with  a 
common  dressing,  and  the  head  fixed  as  far  backwards  as  possible, 
resting  against  a  ifirm  boktered  splint,  which  reached  from  the  oo> 
ciput  to  the  coccyx ;  but  in  a  few  days,  this  method  being  found  on* 
steady  and  incapable  of  admitting  the  head  to  be  in  every  situation 
retained  in  that  position,  I  contrived  the  madiine,  Fig.  6.  from  the 
girls'  steel  collar,  which  effectually  answered.    The  wound  healed 
smoothly  in  seven  weeks,  all  contraction  being  removed,  and  but 
little  hardness  remaining.    The  head  now  resumed  its  natural  po- 
sition, and  the  thickened  hard  lip  recovered  its  true  situation, 
having  become  much  softer.     Notwithstanding  which  &vourable 
change,  the  machine  was  stiD  worn,  niofat  and  day,  without  incon- 
venience,  in  order  to  keep  the  muscles  and  int^ruments  of  the 
throat  as  much  as  practicable  upon  the  stretch.    The  folding  or 
tucking  inwards  of  the  mouth,  with  the  depressed  and  everted  eye- 
lid, now  became  the  objects  of  further  proceedings.    Accordingly, 
die  head  being  firmly  fixed  in  the  machine,  and  the  heroic  boy 
seated  on  the  knee  of  an  assistant,  an  incision  was  made  upon  the 
forefinger  of  the  left  hand,  previously  introduced  into  the  month, 
reaching  from  near  the  angle  of  the  ftps  to  within  a  smsJl  distance 
of  the  ear,  through  a  very  bard,  almost  insensibk,  mass  of  scordi- 
ed  integuments,  and  carried  downwards  as  deep  as  the  parts 
'would  admit  without  dividing  the  internal  membrane  of  the  cheek: 
thus  the  puckering  or  folding  inwards  was  removed,  and  a  space 
gained  sufiicient  to  restore  the  injured  eyelid  about  half  way  to- 
wards its  true  place.     But  in  consequence  of  its  long  continued 
displacement,  tiie  membrane  had  become  greatly  elongated,  and 
nowformed  a  large  fold,  impeding  perfect  restoration.   To  remedy 
this  defect,  having  a  tenaculum  m  my  hand,  I  pushed  it  through 
a  semicircular  fold  of  the  superfluous  part,  which,  by  one  stroke 
of  a  pair  of  scissars,  was  cut  away,  the  lids  now  closing  nearly  as 
well  as  those  of  the  uninjured  organ,  independent  of  any  efibrts 
of  the  patient  for  that  purpose.     Prepared  sponge  being  inserted 
into  the  woiind  of  the  cheek,  was  suffered  to  remain  there  till 
ejected  by  suppuration  :  it  cicatrized  in  about  three  weeks.     To 
the  eye  a  cold  saturnine  cataplasm  was  applied :  it  healed  without 
trouble.    But  in  <iefiance  of  ail  care,  and  the  unremitted  assistance 
of  compresses,  adhesive  plasters,  and  bandage,  the  cheek  was  no 
sooner  well  than  a  dragging  downwards  of  the  lid  became  every 
day  more  evident,  which  pulled  it  into  an  arch  or  cuplike  form 
here  ;  the  tears  accumulated  and  ran  over.     My  little  sufferer 
viewing  himself  one  day  in  a  glass,  pointed  out  where  he  felt  the 
drnggincr  nr  tightness  at  the  side  of  the  nose,  and  a  less  dcgr^ 
hencHth  the  external  canthus.     Consenting  to  have  it  reniov- 
ihI,  I  took  a  knife  and  made  a  semilunar  incision  from  i\\e 
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nose  towards  the  temple,  nenrly  down  to  the  bone,  and  filled  the 
wound  with  sponge  tent.  The  eye  was  now  completely  closed, 
and  covered  with  folded  linen,  wetted  with  cold  saturnine  solu- 
tion.  Upon  the  sponge  coming  away,  the  eyelid  was  retained  by 
slips  of  adhesive  piaster,  carried  up  to  the  forehead.  In  three 
weeks  this  third  incision  was  healed  \  the  relaxed  parts  had  greats* 
ly  recovered  their  tone ;  the  tears  ceased  to  flow  down  the  cheek, 
and  the  whole  &ce  appeared  as  represented  by  Fig.  5. 

Sbonld  such  an  unhappy  accident  occur  in  my  practice  again, 
I  woaM  divide  the  band  under  the  chin,  by  passing  a  curved 
sharp>pointed  bistoury  dose  behind  it,  and,  bringing  it  forward 
ihrou^  the  mass  at  one  stroke,  complete  this  part  of  the  opera- 
tioo  in  the  manner  T  have  long  adopted  for  the  removal  of  tu« 
xnors,  where  the  ceUular  membrane  covering  them  still  remains  in 
a  state  admitting  free  motion  of  the  integuments  over  the  of- 
fending body.  Whatever  mode  be  adopted,  certain  it  is,  that  in 
all  operations  where  sound  skin  is  to  be  divided,  the  operator  can 
scarcely  be  too  expeditious  in  executing  his  intentions. 

Since  transcribing  the  forgoing  narrative  from  my  notes,  H 
ease  of  extensive  bum  of  all  uie  right  side  of  the  throat,  neck, 
and  sbottkbr,  has  fallen  under  my  care;  the  subject  a  fine,  tall, 
thin  girl,  1 1  years  old,  and  it  happened  in  conse(]uence  of  setting 
fire  to  her  tippet  when  alone  up  stairs.     This  garment  being  ti^i 
behind,  she  could  not  disembarrass  herself  from  it  without  com- 
ing down  for  assistance.     Cokl  water  was  liberally  applied  before 
my  arrival,  I  found  her  quite  easy,  and  directed  a  continuance  of 
the  water,  during  ihe  preparation  of  a  quantity  of  the  potato  ca- 
taplasm sufficient  to  cover  the  whple  of  the  burnt  parts.    Dur- 
ing the  first  4*8  hours  after  the  accident,  these  were  occasionally 
renewed,  and  kept  constantly  cool  by  means  of  a  sponge,  imbued 
with  the  drainage  li(]uor  from  the  grated  roots ;  subsequently  a 
dressing  of  cerate,  softened  with  sp.  tereb.  spread  on  the  lint  and 
covered  by  four- fold  linen  wetted  with  liq.  plumb,  procured  an 
easy  free  uigestion.     But  as  the  mischief  was  extensive,  and  the 
mastoid  muscle  much  injured,  I  was  verv  anxious  to  prevent  con- 
traction and  wry  neck.    Accordingly,  1  fixed  the  head  in  a  si- 
milar machine  to  that  already  described,  only  placing  it  anterior- 
ly, with  the  semicircular  part  lowered  by  means  of  the  screw  {a\ 
so  as  to  fall  under  and  preserve  the  chin  in  a  state  of  constant 
elevation ;  by  which  method  impending  disfigurement  was  com- 
pletely avoided^  and  smooth  cicatrization  obtained  in  ten  weeks. 

Explanation  of  the  Plate. 
Fig.  4.  represents  the  deformity  occasioned  by  the  bum. 
Fig.S.  iheappearanceof  thebo/afterthedeformity  wasreuioved« 

•  *  ■ 
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Fig.  6.  the  apparatus  used  for  retaining  the  head  in  a  piroper 
position. 

a  Screw  to  raise  or  depress  the  slide,  in  order  to  adapt  the 
machine  to  Tarious  sulMects. 

b  Band  to  embrace  toe  peMs,  firmly  buckUi^  over  the  sacnua 
vpon  the  iron  work. 

c  Body  of  the  machine,  formed  of  firm  iron,  as  trusses  are; 

d  Iron  plate  with  straps  to  keep  back  the  shoulders. 

tf  Strap  to  preserve  the  head  steady  backwards. 


V. 


Recount  of  t%e  gaod  Effects  Jrom  inhaling  the  Smoke  of  several 
species  qf  Datura^  especially  the  Datura  Fastuosa^  in  Astlima^ 
By  Thomas  Christie,  M.  D.  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians,  London.. 

As  I  find  that  the  striking  relief  procured  in  spasmodic  asth- 
ma from  smoking  the  datura  sinanontum^  has  excited  oonsi-' 
derable  attention,  and  that  the  practice  is  daily  gaining  ground 
in  Great  Britain,  I  think  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  your  readers 
to  be  informed,  that  two  other  species  of  datura,  closely  allied  to 
the  stramonium,  have  fer  some  time  been  employed  in  the  same 
way  in  the  East  Indies,  with  perfect  safety,  and  condderable 
success,  for  the  cure  of  asthma. 

For  this  purpose,  I  enclose  short  extracts  of  a  oorreq)ondence 
with  Dr  William  Hunter  of  Calcutta,  which  was  commenced 
chiefly  with  a  view  of  iBustrating  the  history  and  treatment  of 
tibe  beriberi  of  Ceylon,  or  what  I  have  called  asthma  hydropi- 
€um,  and  which  I  have  the  more  carefully  preserved,  because 
|!>art  of  the  correspondence  has  already  appeared  in  a  book  on 
|he  diseases  of  Indian  seamen,  published  at  Calcutta  in  1804,  by 
Jt>r  Hunter,  who  has  obtained  my  permission  to  publish  the  re> 
Inaindei*,  in  a  second  edition  of  his  work. 

Previous  to  my  leaving  Ceylon  in  February  1810,  I  had  em-* 
ployed  the  smoke  of  the  datura,  in  a. variety  of  cases  of  asthma, 
both  in  hospital  and  private  practice;  and  in  none  of  these  did  it 
ever  fail  to  produce  relief,  when  used  before  the  accession  of  the 
fari»cysm,  or  even  after  its  commencement  ^  but  I  am  soiry  to^ 
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say,  ^t  It  did  not  often  prevent  the  repetition  of  the  fit,  unless 
great  attention  was  at  the  same  time  paid  to  diet  and  regimen. 

Its  immediate  effeefcs  were  a  sense  of  heat  in  the  chest,  follow 
ed  by  expectoration,  and  attended  frequently  with  temporary 
vertigo  or  drowsiness,  and  sometimes  nausea;  bot  it  produced  no 
other  bad  efiSiCt,  although  Lhaye  known  several  individuals,  who 
had  employed  it  for  a  lencth  of  time,  and  particularly  a  Mr  Pe* 
titpas  of  Colombo,  who  nad  used  it  almost  constantly  for  up» 
wards  of  ten  years. 

Lieutenant  Alexander,  of  the  Bengal  Infantry,  who  sometimes 
amoked  the  datura  while  in  company,  bad  a  machine  constructed 
of  the  nature  of  a  hookah,  for  making  the  smoke  pass  through  a 
body  of  water  previous  to  its  being  inhaled,  which  did  not  ap- 
pear to  impair  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy;  and  its  use  in  this  way 
might  be  the  more  advantageous,  as  the  exertion  required  for 
making  the  smoke  pass  through  the  water,  serves  to>  draw  it  into 
the  chest,  which  is  generally  the  case  in  smoking  the  common 
Indian  hookah. 

The  extract  of  datura  stramonium  has  been  used,  on  the  au-» 
tbority  of  Stork,  in  insanity;  and  I  understand  that  it  has  of 
late  been  employed  internally  with  good  effect,  for  allaying  irri* 
tatibn  in  asthma,  and  other  aiseases  of  the  organs  of  respiration; 
but  I  have  had  personally  no  experience  of  its  use  in  this  way. 

Twickenham^  5th  Rb.  1811. 

EMirad  tf  Lettertfrom  T.  Chrtsths,  Supmniendani  of  Ho^i" 
tali  in  Ceylon,  te  Dr  Williah  HuntKr  ffOdcutia. 

Columbo,  Dec.  97th f  1807. 

Lieutenant  Alexander  of  your  establishment,  to  whom  I  some- 
dme  ago  recommended  the  smoking  of  the  datura  for  asthma 
spasmodicum,  tells  mc  that  its  use  in  that  form  is  not  known  in 
Bengal  $  although,  as  I  first  heaid  of  it  fixrni  Pondicherry,  by 
means  of  some  of  the  French  ana  Dutch  gentlemen  here,  I  had 
conceived  that  its  use  was  generally  known  throughout  India. 

Most  of  the  people  who,  to  my  knowledge,  have  employed  it» 
conceive  they  have  received  most  essential  benefit  from  its  use; 
and  Mr  Ebert,  a  Dutch  gentleman,  informs  me,  that  after  hav- 
ing sttfiered  much  for  two  years  from  asthma,  which  seized  him 
almost  every  night,  he  was  induced  to  try  the  datura  in  1805  ; 
since  which  time  he  has  had  almost  a  total  exemption  from  the 
complaint,  except  when  be  takes  wine  or  spirits;  and  even  then, 
be  can  in  general  prevent  any  violent  paroxysm,  by  having  re* 
course  to  his  favourite  remedy. 

He  dries  the  roots  in  the  shade;  beats  them  ao  as  to  make  the 
fi»res  divide,  and  cuts  them  ksto  small  pieces^  for  nie  in  a  common 
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tobacco-pipe,  Uie  bowl  of  which  he  fiOs  as  with  cut  tx4>aooo. 
When  he  has  reason  to  apprehend  a  fit,  he  smokes  at  bed^time 
one  or  two  pipefuls,  drawing  the  smoke  as  much  as  possible  into 
his  chest,  where  it  occasioos  some  decree  erf*  heat,  followed  bj 
expectoration.  It  also  in  general  proauces  some  vertigo  i  soon 
after  which,  he  usually  goes  to  sleep,  and  passes  a  good  night. 

From  the  description  of  its  effiscts,  and  the  known  quautf  of 
tliat  genus  of  plants,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  acts  as  a  nar<* 
code ;  bill  from  all  accounts,  it  produces  much  more  powerful 
effects  in  the  disease  in  question  than  the  sm<Ae  of  tobacco^  hang 
{canabis  tndica)^  or  even  opium }  and  is,  I  think,  likdj  to  prove 
a  v^iluable  remedy  in  spasmodic  asthma. 

As  beriberi  is  sometimes  succeeded  by  periodic  fits  of  dysp- 
nooa,  resembling  asthma  ncMsmodicum,  1  shall  take  a  fitvouraUe 
opportunity  of  recommenaing  its  trial  in  some  such  cases,  and 
informing  you  of  the  result  The  species  commonly  used  here, 
IS  the  daturafastuasoj  cultivated  in  the  gardens  at  Columbo,  with 
a  purple  flower,  and  double  or  triple  ooroDa ;  but  the  dahara  me* 
tetf  wnich  grows  wild  in  great  abundance  in  this  neighbourhood, 
is,  I  understand,  possessed  of  similar  virtues. 


ColumbOf  September  21  tk^  1809. 
Agreeable  to  my  intention,  I  have  recommended  the  smoking 
of  the  datura  in  a  few  cases  of  beriberi,  which  had  degenerated 
into  periodic  fits  of  dyspnoea,  resembling  spasmodic  asuma;  and 
although  it  has  not,  m  any  case  of  that  kind,  effected  a  conv- 
plete  cure,  it  ought  I  think  to  be  kept  in  view,  as  a  remedy  which 
may  be  occasioiudly  useful  in  that  stage  of  beriberi. 


VI. 

Case  of  Fungus  HamatodeSf  with  Itemarks.    By  Mr  RosERr 

M'Kecumie,  Surgeon,  Paisley. 

APRIL  30,  181 0 — Mrs  Morison^  aged  43,  was  admitted  into  the 
Paisley  House  of  Recovery.  In  the  beginning  of  last  winter^ 
she  was  attacked  with  acute  rheumatism,  for  which  she  it'as  repeat- 
edly let  blood,  and  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  right  shoulder,  the 
part  most  severely  afiected.  By  tnese  and  other  means,  the  paina 
were  removed.  In  January,  a  lar^  indolent  tumor  suddenly 
formed  in  the  right  axilla;  and  immediately  after  a  smaller  one  made 
Its  appearance  on  the  side  of  the  right  mamma^  nexi  the  sternum^ 
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The  fanner  has  continned  stationary,  but  the  latter  gradaallyin^ 
creased  in  siase,  thongfa  with  little  pain,  and  pointed  likean  abscess^ 
the  skin  at  the  same  time  becoming  ffreatly  discoloured.  On  the 
Ah  inst  themost  prominent  part  of  the  skin  cracked,  and  soon^ 
Btier  a  small  fimgus  protraded.  This  has  rapidly  enlarged,  and 
discharges  an  excessive  qaantity  of  a  thin  greenish  fluid,  occasion- 
slly  mixed  with  blood.  It  is  now  abont  eight  inches  in  circum- 
Ibience  at  its  neck,  and  four  inches  in  diameter  at  its  most  promt-* 
Bent  part,  which  is  much  eroded  br  gangrenons  sloughs  being 
thrown  off/  The  size  of  the  tnmor  breath  is  not  changed  since 
the  formation  of  the  fungus,  and  is  as  indolent,  soft,  and  regular 
in  its  sur&ce,  as  before  the  skin  burst  By  consultation  it  is 
iigrcedt  that  as  the  fungus  is  rapidly  increasing;  as  the  discharge 
is  so  immoderate  in  qnantity,  and  fetid,  that  the  general  healui' 
must  soon  be  impaired  by  it  $  and  as  there  is  no  prospect  of  be- 
^fit  from  any  internal  remedy,  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  re- 
moving the  yarious  tumors.  For,  though  this  deplorable  dis- 
ease, when  it  has  occurred  in  the  breast,  has  in  general  termi- 
nated fatally,  even  after  an  operation,  there  are  peculiarities  in- 
the  present  case,  which  render  extirpation  adTisanle. 

1st  May, — This  aflernoon,  the  whole  diseased  mass,  with  the 
inamma,  weighing  forty-two  ounces,  and  extending  from  the  ax- 
illa to  the  sternum,  was  extirpated.  The  patient  sustained  the 
operation  with  fortitude ;  little  Mood  was  lost  f  few  arteries  re- 
quired to  be  taken  up.  The  wound  was  dressed  in  the  usust 
manner,  and  the  patient  walked  to  bed  in  the  next  room.  After 
reclining  a  short  time,  the  pube  was  better  than  it  had  been  for 
some  days  past.  FVom  1^ healthy  appearance  of  the  subjacent 
parts,  after  the  disease  was  remored,  and  from-  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  patient,  as  flattering  hopes  of  a  cure  are  entertainedj^ 
as  our  knowledge  of  the  disease  warrants. 

On  dissecting  batb  tumors,  they  are  found  to  br  uniformly 
smooth  on  their  surface,  and  to  consist  o(  a  pnipy  substance, 
somewhat  firmer  than  brain,  and  of  an  ash*eolour.  Each  was 
surromided  by  a  thick  capsule,  wl^ich  seemed  to  hare  been  form- 
ed of  condensed  celhilar  substance.  The  mamma  was  sounds 
but  was  connected  with  the  tumor  dn  it  by  a  number  of  white 
bands,  like  the  lactiferous  tubes.  Tbefungus  hadsproutedTrom 
the  outer  surface  of  this  tumor,  was  spongy  in  its  texture,  and* 
easily  torn.  A  tliin  fluid  ooxed  from  the  interior  ofbotfa  tumora 
when  incisions  were  made  into  their  sob^tance.  

5th  M?y.— The  patient  Had  some  rest  diifing  the  nightsubseU 
quent  to  trie  operation,  and  believed  she  wduld  nave  slept  longer^ 
had  shebeen  permitted  to  lie  upon  the  right  side;' as  for  a  longtime* 

^o%m  viu  NO.  «€L  •>•*▼-.        '  '  .       V. 
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fthe  cx>uld  sleep  only  in  tbatpositicHi.  On  the  moniinf;  of  the  2d  sh« 
had  an  inordinate  craving  for  foodf  which  she  would  not  refrain 
from  indu%ing.    The  wound  feeling  easy  in  the  forenoon,  she  sat 
up  in  bed  a  short  time*    In  the  afternoon  the  pulse  became  quick 
and  strong,  the  skin  hot,  the  thirst  great.    By  abstracting  twen^- 
five  ounces  of  blood,  and  sponging  the  skin  with  Tin^nir,  the  w* 
ver  subsided,  and  the  patient  agam  slept  tolerabk  well ;  but  her 
appetite  was  so  keen,  that  she  was  snppKed  with  food  during  the 
night.    On  the  morning  of  the  Sd,  she  complained  of  an  un* 
quenchable  thirst,  and  parched  tongue.    Slie  fek  no  uneasiness 
in  the  wound :  her  pulse  was  moderate,  and  the  skin  temperate, 
inclining  to  moist.    The  bowels  not  being  moved  since  the  ope* 
ration,  castor  oil  was  prescribed ;  it  operated  sufficiently,  and 
abated  the  thirst     Strict  injunctions  against  indulgence  in  eating 
were  repeated.     At  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  latigued  by  the 
long  confinement  upon  the.  left  side,  she  attempted  to  turn 
round,  and  in  the  effort,  felt  a  cold  thrill  along  the  line  of  the 
wound,  and  conceived  it  arose  from  a  ffush  of  blood.    Afraid  of 
bleeding  to  death,  she  despatched  her  nusband  for  me ;  and  on 
my  arrival,  I  found  her  in  a  distressing  istate  of  trepidation,  from 
a  false  alarm.     Her  pulse  was  small  and  frequent,  and  her  skin 
hot:  she  had  again  been  taking  norridge.     I  assured  her  there 
was  no  probability  of  the  wound  breaking  up,  and  inculcated 
to  her  the  necessity  of  abstinence,  from  the  risk  of  increasing  fe- 
ver.   The  attendants  were  prohibited  from  giving  her  any  food 
till  she  should  be  visited  next  morning.    About  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  yesterday,  my  patient's,  husband  came  to  inform  me 
^e  had  been  delirioua  since  her  alarm^  talking  incoherently  the 
whole  night,  and  raving,  .especially  about  the  operation,  the 
wound,  iho  disease,  and  requested  laudanum  might  be  given  her. 
This  I  refused ;  and  Mr  Kerr  and  I  soon  afler  visited  her.    She 
was  restless^  her  eyes  were  dull,  the  features  were  sharp,  and 
the  right  cheek  flushed*     She  lay  upon  her  back ;  the  liand  of 
the  diseased  side  raised  to  her  head,  with  the  arm  almast  out  of 
the  sling*     The  pulse-  was  144*,    and  extremely  feeble  f   the 
breathing  laborious,  the  skin  hot,  and  the  tongue  withered,  with 
«lMp  chops  in  it.     When  ^questioned,  she  distinctly  understood 
us,  and  said  she  had  no  pain  in  the  wound  or  elsewhere.     A  ba* 
son  of  panada  stood  ready  for  her  as  we  entered  $  when  this  was 
prohibited,  she  appeared  dissatisfied.   The  skin  was  sponged  widi 
vinegar ;  acidulated  water-gruel  was  ordered  for  her  drink,  and  a 
OMxtiire  with  tartar  ei^elic  and  the  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  was  pre* 
scribed.     She  was  reouested  to.  be  kept  quiet     In  the  afternoon 
1  was  hurriedly  sent  tor,  from  the  oppression  at  the  precordia 
jiaving  greatly  increased^    Br  White  did  me  the  &voux  to  wit 
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her  widi  me  immediately*    She  was  evidentlv  moiibdnd^  mid  io 
a  few  minutes  after  we  left  ber,  flhe  bread^ed  her  last 

The  body  was  inspected  this  afternoon.  The  wound  adhered 
in  many  places ;  much  pus  was  formed,  and  was  collected  in  the 
cavity  of  the  aidB%  the  most  depending  part  after  death.  Gain 
grene  had  taken  place  superficially  in  toe  edges^  of  the. wounds 
near  the  sternum.  No  yestiffe  of  the  disease  remained  for  which 
the  operation  had  been  performed  i  the  muscles  were  firm,  and 
of  a  healthycolour.  (M  opening  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  the 
layer  of  fat  between  the  sain  and  musdes  was  olMerred  to  be 
exceedingly  thick ;  the  heart  was  k>aded  with  lat  |  the  omns 
in  the  thorax  were  in  other  remects  sound*  A  tea-cupful  of 
bkxxly  serum  was  taken  out  of  the  right  cavity  of  the  thorax  i 
and  on  that  side,  the  upper  surface  of  the  diaphragm  was  con« 
siderably  inflamed,  and  tended  to  gangrene.  All  me  organs  in 
the  abdomen  were  healthy,  except  Uie  stomach,  which  was  much 
inflamed  in  its  internal  sur&ce,  and  so  disorganized  near  its  up* 
per  orifice,  that  the  fingers  readily  penetrated  it.  Slight  inflam-* 
mation  was  discernible  on  the  membranes  of  the  brain;  the  brain 
itself  was  sound. 

JRemarisd 

The  above  case  of  Fungus  Hsematodes  is  extracted  from  tbe^ 
journal  of  the  House  of  Recovery,  the  histories  in  which  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  inspection  of  the  managers,  previous  to^  the  admis* 
sion  of  patients,  and  are  not  so  minutely  detailed  as  if  they  were 
intended  solely  for  the  medical  reader.  It  may  therefore  be  ob- 
served, that  my  patient  was  of  the  phlegmatic  teniperament;  ex- 
tremely corpulent ;  of  an  indolent^  complaining  disposition ;  ac« 
customed  to  live  as  weU  as  the  limited  ineome  of  ber  labouring 
husband  could  afibrd.  She  had  born  seVen  children,  and  eonti- 
nued  to  menstruate  irregularly.  The  peculiarities  alluded  to^ 
which  rendered  an  operation  advisable,  were,  the  freedom  front 
pain  in  the  tumors,  their  moveable  condition,  and  the  facility 
with  which  the  fingers  could  be  got  beneath  them  f  indicating 
that  litik  adhesion  exbted  between  ihem  and  the  parts  around. 
Notwithstanding  these  favourable  symptoms,  I  confess  I  operate 
ed  with  considerable  anxiety,  because  we  were  aware  of  the  de* 
structive  tendency  of  the  disease,  and  were  not  ignorant  that  tlie 
patient's  Site  had  in  general  been  accelerated  by  on  operation, 
when  the  disease  was  situated  on  the  head  or  trunk.  '1  o  ensure 
success  as  far  as  possible,  two  semihinar  incisions  were  mad^ 
wide  of  the  tumors^  and  they,  the  mamms^  and  surrounding  fat', 
removed  together.  The  pectoral  muscle  was  cleanly  dissected  9 
•Jl  was  of  a  boiMiy  cobur,  and  no  coonouon  could  be  traced  be-' 
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tween  it  and  the  ttimor.  The  cavity  of  the  axSIa  was  oarefoll^ 
examined,  luid  no  remains  of  disease  could  be  fennd  in  it.  Tha 
arteries  being  ded  as  ihmy  were  cut,  no  time  was  lost  in  bringing^ 
the  lips  of  the  wound  into  oioee  contaoit  by  suuires  and  intennra- 
ing  straps.  RefleetiDg,  after  the  operation,  on  the  fertitndewith 
which  tne  patient  had  supported  it,  the  hcailthv -stale  of  the  sub* 
jacent  parts,  and  the  appearance  of  the  morbid  nsass  on  dissae« 
tion,  my  prospect  of  a  cure  was  sanguine.  It  will  therefore  hm 
readily  conceived,  how  mortified  I  was  at  the  suddenness  of  the 
&tal  termination.  For,  howcTer  unwccessfnl  all  the  operated  ca*^ 
ses  which  I  hv^  seen  or  read  of,  except  in  the  extiicmities,  hare 
ultimately  been,  sufficient  time  did  not  ekpse  to  show  the  issue 
of  this  case.  It  is  obvious,  that  death  arose  neither  ketxa  the 
progress  of  the  disease,  nor  directly  from  the  opetalion  accekeat- 
ing  Its  iatal  crisis,  bat  from  8}rmptomatic  fever  consequent  to  the 
operation.  This,  I  beheve,  was  aggravated  by  indulgence  in  the 
patient's  voracious  appetite,  owing  to  awantof  conviction  of  her 
dangerous  situation,  which  aH  my  endeavours  could  not  impresr 
upon  her  mind.  I  accordingly  regret  that  her  husband  was  aJlow* 
ed  to  attend  her,  as  was  done  at  her  earnest  request.  It  had  bee» 
his  practice  to  gratify  her  in  all  her  wants;  andf  at  this  important 
period  he  was  averse  to  control  her.  I  am  sorry  also  I  did  noS 
more  early  prescribe  scmie  remedy  for  the  bulimia* 


'  I  hope  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  Mrs  Morrison's  case 
fungus  hfcmatodes ;  as  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  and  die  me** 
dulianr  structure  of  the  tumors,  are  so  characteristic  of  its  nature* 
Mr  Wardrop,  who  haa  rendered  the  medical  world  an  easential 
service,  by  the  diligence  wid)  which  he  has  coBeeted,  and  the  in* 
genuity  with  which  he  has  arranged,  so  many  focts  upon  thb  ma* 
ngnant  disease,  says  of  Mr  Hey^s  three  Cases  in  the  mamma,  and 
his  own  two,  **  be  would  be  led  to  doubt  ef  the  natuie  of  the 
cases  alluded  to\  had  not  funeous  tumors  arisen  from  the  cica- 
trix.  '*  Though  these  cases  did  not  in  some  respects  eichibit  die 
same  characters  as  have  been  observed  in  odier  organs,  may  this 
not  have  arisen  from  the  situation  of  the  tumorsy  or  other  on* 
known  circumstances  in  the  history  of  this  insidious  disorder  ?  la 
it  not  probable  that  the  consistence  and  progress  of  the  tumo» 
v^ry,  according  to  the  texture  of  the  matrix  in  which  theyare 
formed,  and  the  resistance  they  meet  with  in  their  growth?  This 
thought  occurred  to  me  at  the  inspeodon  of  Dr  FU>dman's  case,. 
publi:»hed  in  the  1 1th  Vofaime  of  the  London  MedimI  and  miyfi* 
ed  Journal,  and  constitudng  Mr  Wardrop's  fourteenth  ease.  S 
then  remarked,  that  the  tumor  was  almost  as  firm  as  cartilage  in 
the  otbit  where  it  was  contiguous  to,  or  had  eroded^  the  boAea» 
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but  gtintiiMNis  m  it  proceeded  backward  upon  the  brain.  I  bave 
fteqaemlf  made  the  same  observation  on  the  dissection  of  this 
disease  in  difl^ent  sitaations ;  and  in  the  case  of  Mrs  Morrison^ 
wUdi  was  analogous  to  one  of  Mr  Wardrop's,  in  not  being  seat* 
ed  in  the  ghmd  of  the  mamnia»  the  tumors  were  of  a  uniform 
pulpy  consistence,  and  smooth  surface,  owing,  perhaps,  to  their 
being  esTeloped  by  a  bed  of  loose  fat.  I  am  convinced  the  ta- 
Bior  on  her  mamma  would  not  have  so  soon  adhered  to  the  skin 
and  burst  it,  had  the  part  not  been  stimulated  by  various  embro- 
cations and  poultices,  recommended  by  her  neighbours.  Beside% 
several  of  the  cases  recorded  by  Mr  W ardrop  tend  to  support  my 
hypodiesis^  ^  and  he  himself  remarks,  at  page  131,  <'  The  pheno« 
mena  of  the  same  disease  vary  more  or  less  in  every  texture  ia 
which  the  disease  takes  pbce,  though  there  are  always  some 
leading  and  prominent  features,  which  give  the  peculiar  cnaracter 
to  the  disease,  in  the  organ  it  happens  to  be  developed. "  la 
page  174,  he  says,  '*  A  very  considerable  difference  may  arise 
m  the  appearances  of  this  disease  in  the  different  organs,  the  na« 
tural  structure  of  the  maouna  being  as  unlike  that  of  the  sound 
eyeball  or  liveri  as  the  same  disease  in  these  organs. "  May  not 
Tungus  haematodes,  or  medullary  sarcoma,  be  considered  as  ge« 
iieric  terms,  comprehending  many  varieties,  in  which  Mr  Hey's 
cases  ou^t  to  be  included  f    m 

As  fungus  hsmatodes  is  a  ^sease  of  so  frequent  occurrence, 
as  it  is  met  with  in  so  many  oi^ans  of  the  human  body,  and  as 
the  treatment  of  it  has  hitherto  been  so  unsuccessful,  too  great 
accuracy  cannot  be  attended  to  in  describing  its  history,  tracing 
iu  causes,  and  marking  its  diagnosis ;  for  by  tliese  means  alone 
will  such  aa  obstinate  malady  be  ever  prevented  or  cured.  From 
this  persttasion,  I  have  iieen  as  minute  as  possible  in  my  detail 
of  Mrs  Morrison'a  case,  and  'am  sorry  I  am  at  a  loss  whence  to 
derive  its  origin  or  cause.  The  patient  received  no  external  in^ 
Juiy :  owing  to  her  late  rheumatism  she  was  closely  confined  to 
the  house)  and  was  well  protected  against  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
season  by  flaaaeis.  It  is  true  she  had  been  recently  affected  by 
aa  inflammatory  complaint^  at  which  time  ihe  blood  drawn  wad 
covered  with  a  thick  buily  coat.  I  know  not  whether  this  at<* 
Uck  could  have  had  any  influence  in  producing  the  subsequent 
disease ;  bat  all  the  cases  of  fungus  naematodes  which  I  have 
seen,  have  followed  external  injuries  or  inflammatory  disorders  in 
the  viciniQr*  Of  these  1  shall  only  mentUNi  the  following. — I  was, 
last  summer,  present  at  the  dissection  of  the  body  of  a  middle-aged 
man,  who  died  of  a  disease  in  the  pelvis.  The  rectum  was  the 
chief  seat  of  the  disorder,  and  waa  surrounded  by  a  cluster  of 
^ulpy  tidberdes,  which,  as  high  as  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  cof 
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Ion,  were  soft  like  costard.  Near  the  airas,  Ae  gvt,  prostate 
gland,  and  posterior  surface  of  the  bladder,  were  coDffbmersted 
into  a  pretty  firm  ash^coloured  mass.  My  friend,  Mr  Kerr,  nnder 
whose  care  the  patient  was  at  his  death,  informed  me  that  he  was 
troubled  with  dysentery  fifteen  years  ago,  and  was  ever  after  sub- 
ject to  inflammatory  attacks  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen. 
Within  six  months  of  his  death  he  was  cut  for  fistula  in  ano. 

I  was  also  present,  a  few  days  ago,  while  piy  friend,  Dr 
Wylie,  examined  the  head  and  throat  of  a  girl  who  died  firom  a 
large  tumor  in  the  fauces,  after  it  had  made  extensive  ravages 
upon  the  bones  at  the  basis  of  the  cranium,  and  filled  the  left 
cavernous  sinus.  Ten  weeks  previous,  the  tumor  was  attempted 
to  be  extirpated,  from  a  belief  that  it  was  steatomatous ;  but, 
on  removing  what  was  anterior  to  the  velum,  it  was  discovered 
that  another  lobe  ran  up  towards  the  nostrils,  and  into  the  pha- 
rynx, adhering  to  the  mouth  of  the  left  eustachian  tube.  Farther 
efforts  to  extirpate  were  therefore  desisted  from.  The  tumor 
increased  rapidly  afier  the  operation,  and  so  filled  up  the  pha- 
rynx, that  the  patient  died  partly  from  inanition.  This  case  suc- 
ceeded an  attack  of  cynanche  tonsillaris,  attended  with  deafness 
in  the  left  year,  brought  on  12  months  ago  by  cold  applied  to  that 
fiide  of  the  head.  The  above  cases  are  so  important,  that  I  trust 
the  gentlemen  who  treated  them,  will  be  induced  to  publish  a 
Retailed  account  of  them. — The  following  case  of  diseased  blad- 
der and  uterus,  which  resembles,  in  several  particulars,  that  of 
Mr  Burns,  mentioned  by  Mr  Wardrop,  presents  such  an  ano^ 
maly  in  the  history  of  fungus  haematodes,  that  I  make  no  apo- 
logy for  fctating  it  at  length.  The  patient  was  about  thirty-five 
years  of  age,  the  motlicr  of  two  children,  and  of  a  healthy  con- 
stitution. In  April  1809,  she  was  seised  with  violent  abdominal 
inflammation  ;  she  recovered  by  the  usual  means,  but  continued 
delicate  till  the  following  January,  when  she  was  again  attacked 
with  the  sam<^  complaint  in  the  lower  belly,  llie  most  trouble* 
some  synlptom  she  had  was  .a  painful  micturition,  which  haras- 
sed her. for  a  long,  time  after  the  violence  of  the  inflammation 
subsided.  The  bladdernt  last  bui:st,  and  the  micturition  ceased; 
but,  by  the  constanb  dribbling  of  theiurine,  the  adjacent  parts 
were  greatly  £X9oriaiM«  When  I  was  called  to  attend  her  in 
August  last,  she  said  her  ne^hbours  were  of  opinion  ahe  labour- 
.ed  under  cancer  of  the  womb.  .She  had  not  menstruated 
since  her  illness  in  January.  Frequent  severe  lancinating  pains 
were  ffsh  m  the  loins  and  over  the  pubes ;  acute  pain  was  sJso 
occasioned  in  the  vagina  by  vending  feces.  The  excoriation  of 
llie  external  parts  caused  so  much  torment,  that,  on  attempting 
ff»  introduce  my  finger  to  discover  the  st^te  of  the  parts  within, 
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^e  screamed,  and  obKged  me  to  desist  She  swallowed  daily 
an  ounce  of  laudanum  to  alleviate  her  distress,  which,  for  srve* 
ral  months,  scarcely  allowed  her  to  lie  in  bed.  Worn  ont  by 
unremitting  pain,  her  whole  body  became  anasarcous,  and  she 
died  a  few  weeks  ago.  On  opening  the  abdomen,  and  removing 
the  intestines,  which  were  slightly  inflamed,  the  uterus  and  left 
ovarium  were  perceived  to  be  much  enlarged.  The  ovarium  wss 
«oft,  and  contained  about  two  ouocesof  agrumous-lookin^  pu«. 
The  alerus  adhered  extensively  to  the  rectum.  This  attaciiftieiit 
being  separated,  the  uterus,  vagina,  and  bladder,  were  extirput« 
iKi  together.  The  vagina  and  bladder  were  only  one  cavity, 
black  and  sloughy.  The  os  tincae  was  natural,  and  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus  was  so  contracted,  that  a  moderately  sized  probe 
could  not  be  introduced.  The  uterus  was  of  a  regular  shape, 
and  a  schirrous  hardness.  To  examine  its  texture,  a  longitudinal 
iucision  was  made  in  it ;  it  was  equally  hard  throughout,  except 
to  the  right  side  of  its  caiity,  where  a  small  tumor,  of  the  si2c 
and  shape  of  a  woman's  thimble,  lay  imbedded  in  its  substance, 
and  w^as  surrounded  by  a  capsule,  which  adhered  to  the  uterus, 
by  such  slender  filaments,  that  they  were  easily  separated  by  the 
handle  of  the  scalpd.  This  tumor  was  at  first  observed,  by  its 
appearance  being  contrasted  with  that  of  the  uterus ;  the  uterus 
vas  of  a  flesh  colour  $  its  texture  hard  and  granulated  ;  the  tu* 
mor  was  white  and  glossy,  like  the  medullary  portion  of  the 
brain,  but  firmer  in  its  texture,  which  was  divided  into  lour  Id^ 
bules  by  thin  membranous  septa.  * 

I  acknowledge,  though  the  fact  were  true  that  fungus  h«ma« 
todes  always  sucoeeds  inflammation,  no  proof  is  adduced  that  any 
necessary  connexion  exists  between  them;  for,  as  Mr  Wardrop 
remarks,-—^*  in  the  investigation  of  the  history  of  diseases,  we 
are  too  apt  to  attempt  to  find  out  their  exciting  causes,  and  to 
attribute  them  to  fortuitous  events. "  If  inflammation  nece^sa- 
rily  precedes  fiangus  h^matodes,  what  change  of  structure  must 
take  place,  or  what  modification  in  the  arterial  action  must  be 
effected  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  new  disease  ?  what  c^m-* 
fititutions  are  most  susceptible  of  the  diangc  ?  what  influence 
has  the  treatment  of  inflammation  in  exciting  or  preventing  the 
change  ?     These,  and  may  other  questions,  must  be  answered). 


*  I  am  jn$t  now  reminclod  of  a  case,  similar  in  one  respect  to  the  above,  ^^licli  I 
«aw  several  yean  ago.  The  patient  was  a'  pregnant  woman,  who  had  readiist  iior 
iiiUtame;  ttie  placenta  adliered  to  the  os  uteri,  and  slie  died,  undelivercii,  I'rum 
floodii.g.  On  opening  the  body,  besides  the  usual  appearances,  a  firm  tumor,  and 
regular  in  it^  surface,  was  found  in  the  substance  of  the  dilated  uterus,  near  a:>  'un- 
^us,  to  which  it  was  loosely  attached.  It  was  of  the  sixe  of  a  hcu's  egg.  Of  thfi 
|>rciiious  hi»iory  of  the  woman,  I  am  ignorant. 
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before  one  disease  ought,  with  justicey  to  be  tfBsigned  «s  the  cailee 
of  another. 

Respecthig  the  diagnosis  of  fangos  hsematodcs,  it  is  to  be  !•- 
tnented,  that  a  disease,  so  different  from  caacer  in  its  phenome- 
aa,  should  have  been  so  kuig  confounded  with  it.  The  judicious 
comparative  view  of  the  predominant  features  of  both  these  un* 
manageable  disorders,  with  which  Mr  Wardrop  has  favoured  the 
worId«  removes  the  obscurity  in  which  fundus  haeraatodes  haa 
l)een  hitherto  involved.  There  is  one  peculiaritv  which  he  men- 
tions in  treating  of  this  disease  in  the  extremities  and  testicle  ; 
.but  has  omittea,  in  the  comparative  view,  where  it  diould  ha^te 
been  entunerated,  as  it  is  more  characteristic  of  the  disease  in 
the  external  parts  of  the  body  than  any  other  symptom;  I  mean 
the  appearance  of  tlie  tumor  immediately  before  tne  skin  cracks. 
The  puckered  skin,  tlie  nupierous  contorted  veins,  and  the  hard 
knobbed  feel  of  cancer,  upon  the  eve  of  ulceration,  are  very  dif« 
ferent  from  the  purple  hue,  the  pro)ecting  surface,  and  the 
«mooth  elastic  feel  of  fungus  hasmatodes  in  the  same  siace,  which 
80  much  resemble  the  symptoms  of  common  abscess,  that  a  lan- 
cet has  not  unfreouently  been  plunged  into  the  tumors,  with  the 
vAin  hope  of  discnarging  their  contents.  This  was  done  in  Dr 
Rodman's  case  long  betore  it  came  under  his  care.  I  luiew  it 
done  in  the  th|gh,  where  a  fungus  quiddy  arose  ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  timidity  of  Mrs  Morrison,  I  believe  I  would  have 
punctured  the  tumor  on  her  mamma  a  few  days  before  it  burst 
After  ulceration,  the  rapid  formation  of  the  fungus  is  another 
characteristic  of  fun^ms  haematodes,  distingubing  it  from  can- 
^cer :  In  the  latter,  a  firm  fungus  occasionally,  but  slowly,  forms; 
in  the  former,  a  spongy  fungus  almost  universally  and  rapidly 
sprouts  forth.  Another  diagnostic  is  the  rapid  increase  of  the 
^ne,  and  the  slow  progress  of  the  other ;  for,  in  numerous  in- 
stances, fungus  hsemntodcs  destroys  in  as  many  months  as  can- 
«er  requires  years.  This  rapidity  is  observable  in  a  number  of 
Mr  Wardrop's  cases,  ai>d  is  particularly  taken  notice  of  by  Mr 
Wishart  in  the  last  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical JournaL  Lastly,  I  am  disposed  to  believe,  there  is  less 
tendency  in  fungus  hxematodes  to  contaminate  the  glands  in  iht 
MOUThe  of'  circulation^  than  in  cancer.  ..It  is  well  known,  that  ia 
icancer  there  is  no  consequence  more  common ;  whereas^  I  have 
4inly  once  seen  it  in  fungus  luematodea.     .       ,        . 

Jt*Aislnf^  ^th  February  iSn. 
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Case  of  Splenitis  AcuiuSt  in  xMch  the  Serum  of  the  Shod  dnem 
Jrom  the  Arm  had  the  appearance  of  MUk.    By  P.  Collsv»  Esq. 
Sargeon^  Sheerness. 

T  BEG  leave  to  cominuniGate  to  you  a  very  singular  circum* 
-**  stance,  which  lately  occurred  to  me  in  bleeding  a  patient  la- 
booring  under  splenitis  acutus.  The  serum  of  the  blood  was 
crMtey  exactly  in  colour  and  consistence  like  miik,  with  thecra»- 
samentum  floating  in  it,  which  was  cupped  and  sizy.  This  pa- 
tient was  bled  jfiv  successive  times.  The  three  first  bleedings 
eidhibited  the  same  kind  of  serum  as  abovementioned ;  but  the 
two  last  were  natural  in  appearance.  I  sent  a  vial  containing 
some  of  this  serum  to  Mr  Brooks,  lecturer  on  anatomy,  &c.  ia 
London,  who  showed  it  to  Dr  Hooper;  and  this  latter  gentleman 
found  it  to  consist  almost  entirely  of  coagulsble  lymph.  I  have 
some  of  the  same  serum  still  by  me,  which,  though  drawn  from 
the  patient  in  November  last,  is  still  unaltered  in  its  appearance^ 
except  being  a  little  thicker,  and  it  emits  but  very  little  fetor. 
I  have  subjoined  a  few  particulars  of  tliis  case,  which  I  hxifpt 
will  be  found  interegting. 

The  subject  of  this  singular  occurrence  is  a  Thomas  Halke^ 
labourer  in  his  Msjesty's  Ordnance  at  this  place,  aged  55,  of  a 
thin  spare  habit  of  body,  and  sallow  complexion,  addicted  (mo- 
deratdy )  in  die  early  part  of  his  life,  to  spirituous  liquors ;  latter- 
ly to  ale  or  porter. 

He  first  of  all  complained  of  a  pain  of  his  left  side,  on  the  14th 
of  June  ult  (1810),  which  appearing  then  more  of  a  spasmodic 
than  inflammatory  nature,  was  treated  with  aperients,  fomen* 
tation,  and  vohitUe  liniment,  to  which  it  yielded  in  a  few  i^jM. 
He  was  not  bled  at  this  time.  Since  that,  he  says,  he  had  been 
aul^ect  to  frequent  loose  stools,  and  transient  pains  of  the  same 
side ;  but  not  so  much  as  to  require  medicine.  From  his  ac- 
count, the  stools  must  have  been  of  the  dysenteric  kind. 

Nov.  24fthf  (1810.) — In  the  morninff,  he  came  to  my  housa^ 
complaitiing  of  a  return  of  the  pains  of  bis  left  side ;  and,  recol- 
lecting the  rormer  treatment,  I  ordered  him  immediately  an  ape- 
rient draughtof  the  pulv.  jalap,  comp.,  a  fomentation,  and  volatile 
liniment.  In  the  evening,  1  was  sent  for  to  his  lodgings.  The 
draught  had  operated ;  the  fomentation,  &c.  bad  been  used  :  he 
srasj  however,  much  worse.     The  paio  was  very  severe,  and 
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chiefly  seated  about  the  middle  of  the  left  hypocliondriutn,  ex- 
tending forward  as  far  as  the  cartilago  cnsiforinisy  and  backward 
to  the  vertebrae.  There  was  litllc  or  no  tension  of  the  part ;  bot 
the  pain  was  increased  on  pressure  made  all  aloDg  the  edges  of 
the  costae  spurite.  He  was  bent  forward,  and  iying  on  his  right 
side ;  nor  could  he  be  removed  from  that  position,  but  with  in- 
creased sufiering.  From  his  first  attack,  in  June,  he  said  lie 
could  never  lie  easy  but  on  his  right  side.  He  had  neither  iHiii- 
sea  nor  vomiting ;  neither  dyspnoea  nor  cough ;  and  the  right 
hy{)ochondrium  was  free  from  any  uneasiness.  There  was  no 
manifest  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  bu(  ail  the  symptoms  were 
evidently  referred  to  the  region  of  that  viscus.  Symptomatic  fe- 
ver bad  taken  place.  He  was  bled  immediately  to  the  exloit  of 
)4r  or  IG  oz.  The  blood  flowed  in  a^///  MiAjhrid  stream ;  but, 
on  reaching  the  bason,  I  was  surprised  to  observe  a  whitish  ap- 
pearance, forming  like  a  cloud  on  the  surface  of  the  blood,  which 
made  me  suppose  that  there  had  been  some  milk  in  the  bason  ; 
but  I  was  soon  satisfied  to  the  contrary.  The  bleeding  gave  some 
relief.  I  ordered  him  the  pulv.  antim.  with  nitre  and  oigitalis  in 
powder  f  the  mist,  salui.  and  fomentation  and  liniment  to  be  re- 
peated. Before  I  left  the  room,  I  was  astonished  to  see  the  serunt 
like  so  much  milk,  with  the  crassamentum  floating  in  it. 

Nov.  26th, — This  morning  I  found  the  blood  as  I  had  left  it, 
with  the  crassamentum  cupped  and  sizy,  of  a  darkish  colour  on 
its  under  surface,  and  loose  in  its  texture.  The  pain  had  return- 
ed* He  was  bled  again  to  the  same  extent,  and  with  exaetly  tlie 
same  appearance  of  white  milky  serum,  and  cupped  sizy  crassa* 
mentum.  Contin.  med.  et  applic.  empl.  lyttft  lateri  dolentt. 
In  the  evening,  the  pain  continuing,  he  was  bled  the  third  time^ 
to  the  extent  of  about  12  oz.  which  exhibited  the  same  pheno- 
inenon.  By  this  third  bleeding  he  was  much  relieved.  Contin. 
med* 

26ii. — This  day  he  was  so  much  better,  that  it  was  not  neces^ 
sary  to  bleed  him.     The  blister  had  taken  full  eflect* 

2ltL — Having  some  return  of  pain,  he  was  bled  the  fourth 
time,  to  about  10  oz.  I'he  blood  had  now  a  very  different  a^ 
pect.  The  scrum  was  clear,  except  a  little  tinge  of  yellow  m  it ; 
the  crassamentum  less  cupped,  and  less  sizy$  also  more  florid  in 
colour.— Contin.  med.  &c. 

2bth. — The  pain  not  being  entirely  gone,  he  was  b)ed  the 
fifth  time,  to  about  8  oz.  which  had  quite  a  natural  appearance, 
ifae  crassamentum  neither  cupped  nor  sizy.  Contin.  med.  pro 
re  nata. 

After  this  he  continued  to  mend  gradually;  and  as  soon  as 
ihe  inflammatory  symptoms  were  entirely*  subsided,  I  thought 
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Soper  to  pnt  him  under  a  gentle  course  of  calonieli  whidi  I  did. 
e  is  now  qaite  recovered,  and  seems  to  enjoy  altogether  better 
health  than  before  his  indisposition.  Whilst  be  remains  here,  I 
shall  keep  my  eye  upon  him,  and  particularly  attend  to  any  of 
liis  future  ailments.  1  examined  his  left  hypocboudrium  hitdy^ 
but  could  not  discover  any  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  Thecii- 
niate  of  Sheemess  being  low  and  marshy,  causes  intermittenta  to 
be  endemic  here ;  so  that  I  daily  meet  with  cases  of  splenitis 
chronicus,  and  sometimes  splenitis  acutus,  as  sequelae  of  these  in« 
tcrmittents,  but  have  never  witnessed  any  milky  coloured  serum 
before ;  nor  has  any  of  the  medical  practitioners  here* 

» 

P.  S. — 1  forgot  to  mention,  that  the  day  after  it  was  taken,  the 
white  serum  was  tasted,  and  gave  the  sensation  of  an  emulsion  made 
with  volatile  alkali.  May  it  not  be  inferred,  as  very  probable, 
that  this  uncommon  appearance  may  be  owing  to  a  rapid  absorp- 
tion of  fat,  more  particularly  from  the  omenmm  becoming  mis- 
cible  with  the  aqueous  part  of  the  blood,  by  means  of  some  por- 
tion of  ammonia,  or  volatile  alkali,  present  in  that  blood,  thus 
forming  a  kind  of  natural  emulsion  ?  Only,  this  does  not  coin- 
cide with  Dr  Hooper's  experiment,  above  related,  whereby  he 
says  he  found  it  to  consist  almost  entirely  of  coagulable  lymph. 

'^SAeetTiess,  20iA  February ^  1811. 


VIII. 

Faial  Effect  of  Ban  Medicinale.    Communicated  by  John  RnarOj 
Esq*  Member  of  tlie  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London. 

"A/r^  Smith,  of  I}ishop's  Yard,  Charles  Street,  Grosvenoc 
-^^  Square,  65  years  of  age,  was  troubled  with  the  gout  when 
12  years  old,  and,  in  general,  had  it  twice  a  year,  for  the  last  25 
years.  He  frequently  had  it  in  his  stomach,  as  well  as  in  his 
limbs. 

In  the  Spring  of  1810,  he  took  half  a  bottle  of  tfaeeau  medi- 
rinaie,  which  operated  as  a  cadiartic,  and,  in  the  space  of  twelve 
hours,  he  was  much  rclievied. 

On  Sunday  the  ^5th  of  November,  he  was  seized  with  the 

Sout  in  his  foot,  but  was  not  confined  to  his  bed.     On.  Wednes- 
ay,  the  1?»th,  he  took  half  a  bottle  of  the  eau  medicinale,  which 
aperated  violently  as  an  emetic,  and  cathartic,  and  a  sudorificp 
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On  Tbuniday  his  hot  w«s  weO ;  but  lie  comphixied  of  a  pain  ia 
the  pit  of  bis  slomacb,  wbich  be  could  cover  witb  his  finger. 
This  increased  till  five  o*olodc,  when  it  became  very  violent,  and 
ioontinued  so  during  die  night,  alternately  afiiectiog  his  stomadi 
and  his  bowels. 

On  Friday  the  pain  gradually  abated  $  on  Friday  night,  the 
blade  vomiting  cameoq  $  and  on  Saturday  atlernoon  be  expired. 

The  medicine  which  seems  lo  have  proved  fiual  in  this  case, 
was  bought  at  Mr  Befort's  in  St  James's  Street  s  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  it  was  genuine.  The  mischief  seems  to 
have  been  occadoned  by  the  patient's  taking  a  larger  dose  than 
his  constitution  could  bear. 

The  printed  paper  accompanying  the  eau  medicinale,  directs 
laudanum  to  be  taken  when  the  operation  is  too  videol  $  bus 
this  he  neglected. 

Nea>  Street^  Hanover  Sputre^l 
JanuatySlf  iSlL  3 


IX. 

Observations  on  Dysentery^  as  it  occurred  on  Board  his  Majesiy*$ 

Ship ,  on  her  Voyage  to  Bombay^  and  the  good  Effects  ^ 

Merctery  in  it.     By  R.  N.  Assistant-Surgeon,  Royal  Navy. 

Tt  is  not  my  intentio^  at  present  to  take  notice  of  any  of  the 
-^  diseased  wbich  took  place  amongst  us,  except  dysenteiy. 
When  we  left  Spithead,  in  April  1809,  our  ship's  company  were 
in  excellent  health,  not  so  much  as  a  febrile  disease  amongst  us; 
and  we  continued  so  until  we  got  iato  the  Tropic  of  Capricorw, 
when  we  had  three  cases  of  dysentery.  Upon  our  arrivdi  at 
Bombay,  on  the  10th  of  September,  the  termination  of  the  rainy 
season,  the  dysentery,  in  a  few  days,  began  to  make  its  appear- 
ance amongst  us.  '  The  disease,  in  general,  began  with  ms  of 
appetite,  nausea  and  vomiting,  with  a  sense  of  weight  about  the 
stomach,  and  hypogastric  region.  These  symptoms  preceded 
the  disease  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  according  to  circum* 
stances,  when  the  patient  began  to  complain  of  frequent  purgin|g 
of  mucus,  accompanied  with  tormina  and  tenesmus.  By  degrees 
t^e  stools  became  more  frequent,  mixed  with  blood,  and  the  tor* 
inina  more  severe,  with  a  constant  tenesmus.    In  many  cases 
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Uie  ftteds  oomisted  entirely  of  bk>od,  which  tmidered  the  patiente 
uneUe  to  turn  themselves  in  bed  without  assistance.  Feve^ 
■ometiinet  preceded  the  dysentery;  at  other  timet  the  fever  seem- 
ed to  be  symptomatic^  supervening  upon  the  dysentery.  Ia 
noDe  of  the  cases  did  the  patients  betray  the  slightest  symptom 
of  an  hepatic  affection. 

Supposed  Cavses* — Intemperance  in  spirituous  liquors,  indulg* 
ing  to  eitoess  in  fruit,  especially  pine-apple  and  plantain,  exposure 
to  the  night  dews,  and,  shove  all,  the  noxious  effluvia  whicn  were 
^pithmUA  fixMB  Ae  fillh  Ob  'rikore,  snd  perhaps  oontagion* 

Treaimeni.'--On  the  patients  complainiog,  •  pill  containing 
eight  grains  of  calomel  was  administered  as  a  cathartic ;  and 
•boot  six  hours  afterwards,  we  bqfan  by,giviiigdie  patients  thr^ 
grains  of  calomel,  with  half  agrain  of  opium,  every  four  ho^r^, 
till  such  time  as  the  system  came  under  the  influence  of  the 
mercury.  tVhen  this  efiS^ct  was  produced,  all  the  dvseutcric 
symptoms  infvariaUy  began  to  subside ;  the  quantity  of  calomel 
was  then  lessened ;  only  as  much  was  given  as  we  thought  would 
keep  the  system  under  its  influence,  im  the  disease  subsided  en« 
tirety;  about  two  grains  morning  and  evening  were,  in  general,^ 
found  sufficient.  The  irritability  of  the  intestines  is  thought  bv 
jome  to  be  an  argument  against  the  use  of  calomel.  In  my  opn 
AioD,  it  is  the  only  remedy  for  subduing  that  morbid  irritability  $ 
for  no  sooner  has  the  system  come  under  the  influence  of  the 
calomel  Uian  the  irritability  ceases.  In  chronic  cases,  a  combi* 
nation  of  calomel,  ipecacuan,  and  opium,'  in  the  proportion  of 
one  grain  of  calomel  to  five  of  the  ipecacuan,  together  witb 
one  quarter  of  a  grain  of  opium,  was  administered  mornings 
noon,  and  night  Blisters  applied  to  the  hypogastric  region  were 
often  of  sin^htr  service  in  chronic  eases.  We  had  three  cases 
of  dysentery  on  our  outward-bound  passage  f  thirty- four  during 
our  stay  at  Bombay,  which  was  five  months ;.  and  eight  on  oar 
peseue  to  Enghtnd,  all  successfully  treated  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned.  An  accurate  iournal  was  kept  of  every  case  which 
occurred ;  and  I  can  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the  above  state- 
ment. Besides  being  an  eyewitness.  I  have  not  been  more  suc- 
cessful than  other  practitioners  who  nave  followed  the  same  mode 
of  treatment.  A  physictan  who  practised  in  India  for  above 
twenty  years^  first  su^ested  the  above  method  of  treatment  to 
me  before  I  left  Engwnd.  From  the  very  high  encomiums  he 
Jbestowed  upon  it,  I  determined  to  put  it  ki  practice  the  first  op- 
portunity. The  above  statement  will  enable  you  to  judge  whether 
or  not  I  have  been  successful.  If  you  deem  these  unconnected 
observations  worthy  of  insertion  in  your  valuable  and  widely  cir- 
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culated  Journal,  yon  will  confer  an  infinite  oUigation  on  me  by 
BO  doing. 

Spitkeadj  Dec.  14.  1810. 


X. 

A  Case  of  Rupture  (fike  Langs  in  Parturition.    'By  Mr  Williamt 

BalfouRi  Surgeon,  Edinburgh, 

ON  the  9th  of  November,  between  five  and  six  in  the  aftemooDy 
I  was  called  in  a  great  hurrjr  "  to  see  a  woman  taken  very 
suddenly  ill. "    On  entering  the  house  I  found  a  woman  in  la- 
bour.   She  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  it  was  her  first 
child.    A  gentleman  was  in  the  act  of  bleeding  her ;  and  the 
women  present  were  piteously  bemoaning  her  situation.    'The 
patient  herself  was  taking  leave  of  her  friends,  expecting  ^eiy 
moment  to  be  her  last.    Having  with  difficulty  procured  silence^ 
I  demanded  the  cause  of  my  being  sent  for  ?  The  midwife  and 
gentleman,  who,  it  appeared,  had  oeen  present  from  the  begin* 
ning,  declared  **  the  cause  of  their  apprehensions  to  be  a  swell* 
ing  of  the  face  that  had  come  on  instantaneously;  that  labour 
•had  commenced  at  eight  in  the  morning;  that  litde  or  no  pro> 
gress  had  been  made;  and  that  if  the  woman  was  not  delivered 
mstantly  with  liie  forceps  she  would  inevitably  die. "    I  imme- 
diately examined,  and  found  every  thing  as  I  could  have  wished, 
the  OS  tineas  one  third  dilated,  and  the  presentation  perfectly  na* 
tural.    Instantly  I  told  the  patient  to  take  courage;  that  there  was 
not  the  least  cause  for  alarm ;  that  the  swelling  of  the  face  would 
subside  upon  delivery  being  accomplished,  which  would  be  in 
less  than  an  hour,  as  every  thing  about  her  was  in  the  state  it 
ought  to  be.    Upon  a  little  observation,  I  found  the  woman  act« 
ed  in  the  belief  that  her  own  voluntary  efibrts  were  to  propel 
the  child.     Accordingly  she  made  the  most  gigantic  exertions, 
not  only  during  a  pain,  but  after  the  pain  had  entirely  gone  oflU 
To  this  I  attnbnted  the  protraction  of  labour,  and  swelling  of 
the  face,  from  which  so  much  was  apprehended.    The  midwife, 
indeed,  now  informed  me,  that  from  the  commencement  of  la« 
hour,  the  patient,  notwithstanding  every  remonstrance  and  di- 
rection,  had  behaved  in  the  most  frantic  and  ungovernable  man- 
ner, putting  herself  in .  attitudes  the  most  unlikely  to  facilitate 
delivery,  and  acting  altogether  in  the  most  preposterous  manner. 
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The  paias  were*  of  caurae,  'iaoeasaitti  haraisii^,  and  quite  ifteC- 
ficienti  so  much  so,  that  progress  seemed  to  be  altogether 
arrested)  chiefly,  aa  appeared  to  me,  from  complete  loss  of  con* 
fidence  that  haa  taken  possession  of  the  patient's  mind,  in  her 
midwife.    I  now  cautioned  tlie  patient  against  using  any  voliin- 
tary  exertion  whatever,  directed  her  to  lie  as  quiet  as  possible 
daring  the  absence  of  pains,  which,  if  she  did,  would,  I  assured 
h^,  recur  at  more  siat^  intervals,  and  with  much  greater  rf« 
feet.     I  told  her  that,  in  her  case,  nature  was  quite  sufficieoc  to 
do  her  own  work,  without  the  interference  of  art,  and  that  [ 
should  see  her  delivered  before  I  left  the  room*     The  cifect 
theae  assurances  had  on  the  patient's  mind  was  truly  astonish- 
ing ;  not  a  pain  succeeded  but  what  was  sensibly  efficient ;  and 
the  woman  was  delivered  within  forty  minutes  from  the  moment 
I  saw  her.     Never  was  there  a  better  illustration  of  the  justice  of 
Dr  Hamilton's  doctrine,  **  That  whenever  a  patient  loses  confi- 
dence in  a  practitioner,  that  practitioner,  if  possible,  should  re« 
tire.  "     In  introducing  this  observation,  howeve^,  I  lay  claim  to 
not  the  smallest  (mrtide  of  merit.     AU  the  good  I  clid  consisted 
in  the  prevention  of  mischief,  by  unwarrantable  interference. 
Delivery  b^og  accomplished,  the  tumefaction  of  the  countenance 
instantly  and  visibly  subsided ;  a  circumstance  that  led  me  to 
suppose  the  obsci*vation  of  the  attendants  not  very  accurate  as 
to  the  time  it  took  plice.     Indeed,  I  had  hitherto  paid  no  at- 
tention to  any  thing  but  delivery,  trusting  that  the  appearance 
of  the  face  was  the  efiect  of  great  exertion  long  continued ;  at 
any  rate,  labour  being  the  cause,  delivery,  as  removing  that  cause, 
demanded  primary  consideration.    As  soon,  therefore,  as  the 
placenta  came  away,  I  left  the  patient  in  charge  of  the  midwife, 
but  was  not  gone  more  tlian  twenty  minutes,  when  I  was  again 
sent  for.    I  found  the  patient  talking  as  at  fir^t,  rolling  and  toss« 
ing.    The  countenance  was  now  much  swollen^  but  especially 
the  upper  eyelids.     Pointing  to  the  bronchia,  she  complained  of 
a  sense  of  suffocation,  of  swelling  about  the  neck,  and  soreness 
in  the  right  side  of  the  thorax,  towards  the  upper  and  back  part. 
I  took  her  right  arm  into  my  hand  to  feel  her  pulse,  when  I  was 
astonished  at  the  sub  manu  crepitans^  which  I  distinctly  felt.     The 
whole  arm,  the  shoulder,  neck,  and  face,  the  only  parts  as  yet 
affected,  exhibited  the  same  uneauivocal  sumptoms  of  emphy- 
sema.     The  upper  eyelids  pressea  so  hard  upon  the  eyes  as  to 
occasion  pain.    I  made  six  or  eight  punctures  in  them,  from 
which,  in  a  very  short  time,  so  much  air  was  extricated,  that  the 
patient  declared  she  could  look  up.     I  now  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince, h^r  of  the  necessity  of  perfect  rest  and  quietness ;  direct- 
ed her  never  to  move  but  in  the  most  slow  and  cautious  manner. 
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and  not  at  afl  but  when  she  coqU  not  avoid  it  f  and  never  to 
make  any  exertion  that  required  a  fall  inspiration.    Aocoixling<- 
ly  I  did  not  exhibit  an  opiate*  as  her  bowels  were  not  previous* 
}y  cleared,  but  ordered  a  gentle  dose  of  eastor  ml,  w^ich  was 
not  given  her.    Next  morning  the  tumefaetion  of  the  connte- 
nance  was  not  increased — ^the  sense  of- suffocation  had  abated* 
The  air  had  insinuated  a  Ktde  way  only  down  the  thorax,  to  die 
elbow  of  the  left  arm,  and  to  tfie  finger-ends  of  die  right,  bat 
there  was  no  visible  tumefiu^Cion  of  these  parts.     A  moderate 
dose  of  castor  oil  was  oi'dered.    In  the  evening,  the  iace  waa 
visibly  regaining  the  natural  i^ipeanince — ^the  physic  had  operat- 
ed gently.     Next  morning  the  countenance  was  much  amended, 
the  original  pain  at  the  top  of  the  chest  was  not  ielt,  ittid  no 
more  air  seemed  to  have  been  efiused.    I  deekrcd  the  patient 
in  a  hopeful  state,  but  that  the  precautions  formerly  incoleated 
should  be  observed  for  some  days  longer,    i  was  now  desired 
to  send  in  my  bill,  which  hint  I  understood ;  and  therefore,  to 
the  directioiis  formerly  given,  added  that  of  fre^entfy  using 
friction  widi  flannel  over  all  the  emphysematous  parts.    I  diS 
not  see  the  patient  again,  but  was  informed  by  the  midwife^, 
that  she  continued  to  mend  steadily,  witfaoot  the  least  accident 
occurring  ;  that  after  every  sleep,  and  profuse  perspiration,  there 
was  a  visible  meliorsdon  of  appearance,  and  tnat,  on  the  tweUlh 
day  from  delivery,  she  undertook  a  journey  to  the  Hi^lands. 

Thus  terminated  this  singular  and  interesting  case.  It  ap* 
pears,  from  the  feelings  of  die  patient,  that  the  rupture  must 
have  been  in  the  right  lobe ;  and  very  prc^able  that  it  was  pre- 
cisely where  the  bronchias  terminate  in  cells*  From  this  sitn»» 
tion  the  air  would  easily  find  its  way  upwards  through  the  qpaee 
in  the  posterior  mediastinum,  in  which  the  under  end<n^lftie 
trachea,  cesophagus,  arch  of  the  aorta,  &c.  are  enclosed.  The 
orifice  must  have  been  but  small,  otherwise  the  tela  cellulosa 
would  have  been  more  generally  infiated. 


xr. 


Case  (f  Fluor  Albus  cured  ly  the  Exkibttion  of  IHndure  of  Can^ 
tharida.    By  Mr  George  Forbes,  Surgeon,  Kennoway. 

IF  you  deem  the  annexed  case  worthyof  a  place  in  yoiir  va- 
luable Journal)  you  may  insert  it    The  practice,  it  is  true^ 
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htm  not  noydty  to  recommend  it»  yet  an  accumulation  of  f^cU 
cannot  be  altogether  useless. 

Mrs  A.,  ai,  22  years^  the  mother  of  two  healthy  thildren^ 
soon  after  the  commencement  of  her  first  pregnancy,  was  affect- 
ed with  ^fiuor  albuSf  which  gradually  increased.  About  the  be* 
mnning  of  last  March,  she  became  affected  to  that  degree  as  to 
incapacitate  her  for  looking  after  her  family  concerns.  At  this 
time  I  was  first  consulted.  I  tried  in  vain  for  two  months  the 
medicines  usually  prescribed  in  such  cases,  such  as  tonics  inter- 
nally, cold-bathing,  nourishing  diet,  rest,  &c.  i  notwithstanding 
which  my  patient  got  worse  daily.     Recollecting  Mr  Roberton's 

Eaper  on  the  internal  use  of  tincture  of  cantharides,  published 
1  the  6th  Number  of  your  Journal,  I  resolved  upon  giving  that 
medicine  a  fair  trial  i  and  its  success  has  exceeded  my  most  san* 
gntne  expectations. 

At  my  commencement  with  the  cantharides,  (May  the  4th}^ 
my  patient  could  neither  sit  nor  walk,  without  occasioning  con- 
siderable paini  the  external  parts  of  generation  were  much 
swelled,  and  very  painful ;  one  of  the  inguinal  glands  on  the 
right  side  was  swelled  to  nearly  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  red 
and  painfiil.  She  complained  of  great  pain  in  the  back,  debili- 
ty, appetite  much  impaired,  thirst  considerable,  bowels  costive^ 
Six  months  ago  she  weaned  her  youngest  child,  since  which  pe- 
riod the  Catamenia  have  kept  regular,  and  in  the  usual  quantity  $ 
before  and  after  the  appearance  of  these,  the  discharge  is  ina*eas- 
ed  in  quantity,  and  ot  a  more  acrid  quality. 

To  take  ten  drops  of  the  tincture  of  cantharides  every  six 
hours,  and  two  aloetic  pills  at  bedtime  |  a  nutritious  diet  still 
enjoined^ 

6M. — Has  taken  the  medicines  as  directed  i  symptoms  much 
the  same  as  at  last  report.     The  pills  have  had  no  effect. 

To  take  immediately  ol.  ricini  |ss ;  tincture  to  be  continued; 
No  pills  to  be  taken  to-night,  unless  the  oil  does  not  operate;  to- 
morrow night  to  take  three. 

9/A.— Oil  produced  two  stools,  and  on  the  8th  had  another; 
thinks  the  discharge  puts  on  a  whiter  appearance,  and  thicker; 
external  parte,  if  any  things  more  painful.  Bubo  said  to  be  smal^ 
ler  and  less  inflamed. 

To  continue  the  tincture  and  piUs. 

llth, — Complains  to-day  of  great  pnin  in  the  uterine  res;ion, 
pain  in  the  back  diminished^  bowels  regular,  discharge  wniter 
and  of  a  thicker  consistence,  quantity  supposed  to  be  a  little  di- 
minished; frequent  desire  to  void  urine,  attended  with  sliglit  pain^ 

9»  Sulph.  alumin.  gvi. 
Solv.  in  aq.  font.  Jxi). 

rou  vn.  HO.  26r.  ^ 
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To  be  injected  into  the  vagina  three  or  four  times  a>day»  with  a 
female  syringe;  tincture  and  pills  to  be  continued. 

\Uh. — To*day  the  bubo  is  almost  gone;  strangury  consider- 
able; pain  and  swelling  in  the  external  parts  nearly  gone;  dis- 
charge very  much  diminished;  what  remains  is  sexy  white^- 
thicky  and  ropy;  bowels  rather  lax ^  pain  in  the  uterine  region 
increased. 

Continue  the  tincture  and  injectiony  b«t  discontinue  the  pillsi 

17M. — Strangury  and  pain  in  the  uterine  region  increased  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  be  aknost  insuflTerable ;  discharge  was  increas- 
ed yesterday,  owing,  she  thinks,  to  walking  a  good  deal  through 
the  house,  but  has  again  returned  to  mucli  the  same  state  it  waa 
in  at  last  report.     Bowels  regular. 

24M. — Since  last  report  she  has  gradually  got  free  of  all  her 
complaints.  Strangury  and  pain  in  the  uterine  region  went  oflf 
next  day  after  leaving  off  the  tincture.  Bubo,  pam,  and  swel- 
ling in  the  external  parts  entirely  gone;  thinks  herself  better 
than  ever  six;  has  been  since  the  comniencement  of  the  disease* 
The  catamenia  have  been  absent  sLk  weeks.. 

It  is  now  upwards  of  six  months  since  Mrs  A.  left  off  takinjv 
njcdicines,  since  which  period  she  has  never  bad  tlie  smallest 
symptom  of  relapse;  except  about  two  months  ago,  after  under- 
going immoderate  fatigue  on  horseback,  she  had  a  slight  dis«- 
charge  for  three  days,  which  disappeared  without  her  taking  any 
precaution  to  prevent  it.  The  catamenia  rclurned  after  being 
absent  two  months. 

Kennoimy^  Dec,  20.  1810* 
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Case  of  Suppressioti  6J  Urine^Jrom  iiifiammation  of  the  Neck  ofth 
Bladder^  Invugkt  on  by  the  improper  use  of  Injections^  and  cured 
hj  the  use  nf  Camphor.  By  Mi*  Hamilton  Baillie,  Supgeon^ 
R.  N. — Communicated  by  Charles  Queade,  Surgeon,  R.  N. 

'\X7iLLiAM  Bapple,  seaman,  21  years  of  age,  and  of  a  full 
^^  plethoric  habit,  complained,  on  the  20th  of  January  1807, 
of  gonorrhoea,  attended  with  nothing  unusual,  for  which  he  was 
freely  anH  repeatedly  purged;  and  as,  three  days  afterwards,  no 
symotom  of  inflammation  appeared  to  exist,  he  began  to  use  a 
weak  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  which  greatly  decreased  the 
gonorrhoea!  discharge.  On  the  28th,  he  began  to  complain  of  al- 
ifi^il  constant  inclination  to  v;oid  his  urine,  which  was  ejected  ia 
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▼ery  small  quantities,  with  Tiolent  pain  in  the  perineeum,  extencF- 
ing  along  the  urethra  to  the  glans  penis,  and  other  symptoms  of 
dysuria,  accompanied  with  a  futi  hard  pulse,  thirst,  headach,  and 
other  febrile  symptoms.  He  was  bled  twice  on  the  28th,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  sixteen  ounces  each  time ;  and  once,  on  the  ^9th,  whenf 
t  wel  ve  ounces  were  taken  from  thearm.  His  bowels  were  kept  open 
bv  the  ol.  ricini  and  emollient  injeetions ;  the  lower  part  of  the 
aodomen  and  genitals  were  fomented ;  and  he  had  an  infusion  of 
semen  lhi«  for  common  drink,  eve?y  thing  stimulating^  being  pro^ 
hibited. — A  diaphoresis  was  also  kept  up  by  the  pulv.  ipec.  comp. 
On  the  3 1st  the  warm  bath  was  used  several  times,  withputefiect, 
and  several  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to  introduce  the 
bougie  and  cadieter.     Cold  applications  to  the  lower  extremide^ 
were  tried,  but  found  of  no  avail.     He  continuisd  very  restless  all 
night,  and  complained  of  much  pain  in  the  hypogastric  region, 
which  had  become  very  tense;  but  the  pain  in  thepcrinseum,  and' 
desire  to  void  urine,  had  nearly  feft  hitn.     At  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  1st  of  February  some  delirium  cume  on ;  the 
pulse  was  very  feeble,  and  considerably  srbove  100 ;  tongue  dry 
and  foul ;  and  some  paralysis' of  the  lower  extremities.     As  the* 
inflammation  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  appeared  to  have  subsid- 
ed, I  had  now  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  introduce  the  catheter  ;* 
but  the  patient  having  suffered  so  much  from  the  former  attempts,' 
would  not  submit.     Mr  Thomas  King,  assistant  surgeon,  recol* 
lecting  ^  similar  case  in  which  the  camphor  had  been  success* 
iiilly  Employed,  proposed  a  trial  of  it;   and  it  was  accordingly 

£'ven,  in  doses  often  grains  every  hour.  A  few  minutes  afterne 
id  taken  the  third' dose,  an  iiivoluntaiy  dischaxi^  of  urine  took 
Elace,  the  pulse  becoming  fuller  and  slower :  ana  by  the  time  he 
ad  taken  the  fifth  dose,  several  pints  of  urine,  the  greatest  part 
discharged  involuntarily,  were  voided.  The  camphor  was  then- 
discontinued,  and  in  a  few  hours  every  unpleasant  symptom  dis* 
appeared. 

On  the  modu«  operandi  of  the  laur.  comph.  I  am  almost  a<> 
firaid  to  offer  an  opinion.  I  am  however  inclined  to  think  (con- 
trary to  the  higit  authority  of  Dr  CuUen),  that  it  acts  as  a  sti- 
mulant; and  I  am  further  led  to  this  belief,  fronrits  well  known 
effects  on  the  uterus,  when  the  action  of  tliat  organ  has  been  sus- 
pended by  opium,  profuse  hasmorrbages,  or  any  other  cause, 
during  parturition ;  and  for  this'  purpose  it  has  for  many  years 
been  successfully  empioved  by  the  present  professor  of  Midwifery 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.'  That  it  would  have  answered 
any  good  purpose  in  the  b^inning  of  the  disease,  lain  strongly 
disposed  to  doubt;  iT)r  alibough  it  has  been  generally  recom-^ 
mended  in  strangury,  brought  on  from  the  use  of  cantharides^ 
k,  hfiA  been  often  found  to  answer  no  good  purpose :  and  by  D^ 
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Heberden  it  wiis  even  said  to  occasion  the  disease.    Is  it  not  pro- 
bable that  it  stimulated  (in  this  case)  the  detmsor  urinsD  to 
tion,  which  had  been  weakened  by  over  distention  ? 


XIII. 

History  of  Three  Persons  wko  were  nearly  suffbeaiedj  and  of  One 
who  perished^  jrom  the  irrespinMe  Gaset  arising  Jrom  a  Coal 
Fire.    By  Datid  King,  M.  D. 

f^v  Tuesday,  1 8th  November  last,  a  fire  was  kindled  in  the  hold 
^^  of  a  vessel  lying  in  this  harbour,  in  order  to  dry  some  wet 
sails,  and  to  make  it  more  comfortable  for  the  people  that  were 
doing  some  work  there.  In  the  evening  the  fire  was  perfectly 
extinguished,  and  the  captain  gave  strict  orders  for  the  hatches 
to  be  left  off,  till  about  the  time  the  cr^w  should  go  to  bed.  His 
injunctions,  however,  had  unfortunately  not  be^  attended  to  ; 
the  hatches  were  put  on,  and  the  vessel  was  shut  up  till  eleven  at 
night,  when  the  crew  got  into  their  usual  births.  The  mate  slept 
in  the  cabin,  and  two  Doys,  M^Ilraith  and  M^Dillon,  and  an  el* 
derly  man,  Thomas  Leslie,  slept  in  the  forecastle ;  both  of  which 
stations  are  separated  from  the  hold  only  by  a  partition  of  wood. 
None  of  the  people  felt  any  thing  disagreeable  f  and  on  that  ac- 
count they  shut  up  closely  both  the  caoin  and  forecastle.  Leslie 
slept  in  the  same  oirth  with  M^DUlon,  who  unfortunately  perish- 
ed, the  former  at  the  fore  and  the  latter  at  the  back  part  of  the 
bed ;  and  the  other  boy,  M^Ilraith,  lay  in  a  bed  by  himself. 

The  captain  was  surprised  to  find,  when  he  came  on  board, 
about  half  past  seven  the  following  morning,  the  crew  all  in  their 
births,  and  the  vessel  shut  up.  He  went  to  the  mate,  to  inquii'e 
of  him  the  cause.  The  mate,  who  was  very  listless,  told  him 
that  it  was  not  drunkenness ;  but  he  could  not  account  for  the 
great  debility  and  pain  he  had  in  the  small  of  his  back,  and  in  his 
E>wer  extremities,  and,  begged  the  captain  would  allow  him  to* 
remain  in  bed  a  little  longer.  The  captain  suspecting,  notwith- 
standing the  mate's  assurances  to  the  contrary,  that  it  might  be 
the  effects  of  drunkenness,  gave  his  consent.  He  then  went 
down  to  the  forecastle,  and  there  he  found  M4Iraith  lying  upon 
the  floor,  who  uttered  a  peculiar  kind  of  cry  upon  touching  him^ 
and  the  other  two  in  their  births.  He,  however,  did  not  at  all 
examine  them  minutdy,  but  found  them- unable  to  speak,  |ind, 
as  he  supposed,  dead  drunk.  The  j:aptain  related  tlic  conduct 
of  his  crew  to  some  seafaiung  people  on  the  quay,  and  prevailed 
opon  them  also  to  go  down,  who  all  eonsidered  the  crew  in  a  fit 
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of  intoxicatioii  $  and  they  ibougbti  therefor,  the  best  plan 
to  aOow  them  to  sleep  it  out. 

Accordingly,  they  were  left  finom  that  time  till  half  past  one 
o^elodc  P.  M.,  when  the  captain  saspectins  something  very  re* 
markable  in  their  drunkenness,  from  their  being  all  in  a  similar 
atmte,  and  none  of  them  getting  any  better,  thought  it  prudent 
to  have  them  brought  on  deck. 

But  it  was  now  too  late ;  for  in  one,  M'Dillon,  the  vital  spark 
was  mne,  and  his  bedfellow,  Leslie,  was  nearly  lifeless.  The 
boy,  Al^Iraith,  was  scarcely  able  to  utter  a  strange  cr^,  and  the 
mate,  who  was  in  the  cabin^  to  be  made  sensible  of  his  situa- 
tion. 

The  whole  were  remove^  to  a  house  a  few  paces  from  the 
quay ;  nod  in  a  few  minutes  I  saw  them. 

M^DiDon  had  great  sufiiision  of  the  face,  neck,  and  i,ipper  ex- 
tremities, which  were  tumid,  and  pitted  on  pressure.  The  eyes 
were  turgid,  but  retained  nearly  their  lustre ;  the  lips  were  blacky 
juid  the  teeth  of  the  lower  jaw  immoveably  clenchecl  against  those 
jof  the  upper.  The  extremities  were  cold  and  rigid ;  the  fingers 
and  toes  were  curved  inwards,  as  in  severe  epileptic  fits ;  the 
ndstriis  seemed  dilated,  and  drawn  a  little  upwards,  and  were 
filled  with  a  thin  bloody  froth. 

The  windows  and  doors  of  the  room  were  thrown  open ;  the 
Inngs  were  repeatedly  dilated,  by  means  of  a  quill  put  into  one 
nostril,  whilst  the  other  and  the  mouth  were  shut;  and  pressure 
was  made  upon  die  larynx,  to  prevent,  during  the  inflation,  any 
air  from  getting  down  the  cesophagus.  By  tnis  artificial  respira- 
tion, a  great  quantihr  of  a  mucous  froth  came  from  the  nostrik. 
A  vein  was  opened,  out  no  blood  came.     Frictions,  and  the  ap- 

Elication  of  warm  irons  and  flannels  were  also  had  recourse  to ; 
ut  every  attempt  to  restore  animation  proved  fruitless. 

■  LesUe  had  also  considerable  suffusion  of  face ;  his  eye- 
lids and  mouth  were  closely  shut,  and  his  breathing,  which  was 
interrupted  with  sobs,  had  a  peculiar  rattling  noise.  His  pulse 
was  small,  and  about  96 ;  his  toes  and  fingers  curved,  bis  joints 
all  inflexible,  and  his  extremities  somewhat  cold. 

Cold  water  was  dashed  upon  his  face,  and  hartshorn  rubbed 
about  his  mouth  and  nostrils,  and  volatile  saks  were  occasionally 
applied  to  his  nose;  all  of  which  caused  him,  after  a  little,  to 
corrugate  his  face,  and  to  make  fuller  inspirations.  Warm  irons 
and  flannels  were  applied  to  his  lower  extremities,  and  an  enema, 
composed  of  IJ  drachm  of  hartshorn,  in  about  IJ  gill  of  warm 
water,  was  administered  with  considerable  difliculty,  from  the 
contraction  of  the  sphincter^ni,  and  the  rigid  state  of  the  thighs. 
About  eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken,  without  any  apparent 
eflect  on  the  pulse.     His  mouth  was  forced  a  little  open  with  the 
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^od  of  a  spoon,  and  a  little  warm  wine  and  water  given,  but 
was  swallowed  with  considerable  difficulty.      As  soon  as  the 
warm  bath  was  gotten  ready,  wiiich  was  in  half  an  hour,  be  was 
immersed  in  it,  with  the  head  a  little  raised,  for  about  ten  mi- 
nutes, when  his  pulse  became  fuller  and  stronger,  and  bis  joints    ' 
more  flexible.     He  seemed,  however,  insensible  to  every  thine 
but  to  the  volatile  salt,  when  applied  to  his  nostrils,  or  to  cold 
water  thrown  npon  die  fiice,  both  of  which  were  occasionally 
employed.    In  the  evening,  I  found  his  pulse  was  rather  fuller^ 
and  84,  his  respiration  less  noisy,  and  his  limbs  were  more  flex- 
ible.    A  stimulant  enema,  of  senna  and  sulph.  magnesisB  was  ad- 
ministered, by  which  one  stool  was  procured,  involuntarily  di^ 
xiiarged.     A  common  enema  was  administered  in  three  hours 
afterwards,  which  procured  one  scanty  stool,  also  involuntary. 
T'he  report  which  the  attendants  gave  next  morning,  15th,  was, 
that  they  had  gotten  him  to  swallow  some  wine  and  water,  and 
soup  occasionally,  but  that  he  was  apparently  insensible  to  every 
thing  that  was  going  on  about  him ;  that  he  never  once  attempt* 
jed  to  open  his  eyes,  and  that  he  was  freouently  bedewed  with  a 
warm  sweat,  which  was  general  over  the  body*    As  he  now 
swallowed  with  consiijierabje  ease,  an  infusion  of  senna  was  given 
bim  at  intervals,  which  not  operating  in  six  hours,  a  bolus  of  ja- 
lap and  calomel  was  ordere4-    In  about  three  hours  after,  he  had 
two  or  three  plentiful  stools,  which  were  involuntarily  discharged. 
About  ten  o'clock  at  night,  his  breathing  became  very  laboured, 
in  consequence  of  which  I  was  sent  for.     I  perceived  his  features 
were  now  much  shrunk,  his  mouth  was  very  open,  pulse  120, 
and  weaker,  respiration  hurried,  and  he  lay  perfectly  extended 
on  his  back.     There  was  no  coldness  of  his  extremities,  which 
might  have  been  accounted  for  from  their  being  constantly  sur- 
rounded with  warm  irons  and  flannels.     Sinapisms  were  applied 
to  the  inside  of  his  thighs,  and  cloths,  soaked  in  vinegar  and  wa^ 
ter,  to  his  head.     In  less  than  an  hour  he  b(^an  to  draw  up  his 
limbs,  and  appeared  to  feet  some  uneasiness  from  the  sinapisms, 
which  were  taken  off,  and  applied  at  intervals  only.    During  the 
night  he  took  some  bread-berry,  and  towards  the  morning  of 
•)6th,  he  understood  what  was  said  to  him,  and,  for  the  first  time, 
raised  one  of  his  eyelids ;  but  had  no  recollection  of  what  had 
passed  from  the  time  he  went  to  bed  on  13th.     His  bladder  was 
very  much  distended  with  urine,  but  he  was  unable  to  get  any 

Sassed,  though  he  had  made  several  unsuccessful  attempts,  and 
ad  rendered  several  liquid  stools.  A  catheter  was  introduced 
into  his  bladder,  and  5^  lib.  of  urine,  of  its  natural  appearance, 
were  drawn  off,  which  gave  him  great  relief.  This  operation  had 
to  be  repeated  for  three  or  four  days  afterwards ;  and  as  his 
stool:',  though  frequent,  were  black,  and  accompanied  with  tenes- 
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•inust  he  was  frequently  purged,  and  immersed  in  the  warm  bath 
•at  night. 

■  M'Hraidi,  who  was  in  another  apartment  of  the  house, 

was  blooded  soon  after  he  was  brou<;ht  oat  of  the  vessel.  I  saw 
'him  soon  after  the  bleeding,  which  had  been  to  the  extent  of  12 
or  14  ounces,  and  his  pulse  was  then  scirctly  to  be  felt.  He 
looked  wildly  around  him,  raised  himself  frequently,  a»  if  heh:id 
«ome  difficulty  of  breathing  in  the  horizontal  posture.  He  re- 
fused every  thing  that  was  oiTered  him  to  swallow,  and  spoke  in- 
coherently. He  was  immediately  put  into  the  warm  bath,  and 
was  kept  immersed  for  ten  minutes,  when  his  pulse  became  fuU- 
«er  and  stronger,  and  he  now  swallowed  a  little  wine  and  water. 
In  an  hour  or  two  afterwards,  he  had  a  bolus  of  ialan  and  calo* 
inel,  which  operated  fully  in  three  hours  after  it  had  l)ecn  swal- 
lowed, when  he  found  himself  very  easy,  awi,  his  ^kin  assumed 
its  natiirai  appearance.  I  did  not  see  h\\n  after  this  ;  but  I  un* 
der&UHxl  he  had  a  slight  discharge  of  blood  by  stool  for  a  few 
iiubsequent  davs. 

The  mate  lost  also  a  few  ounces  of  blood,  which  he  bore 
fierfectly  well.  He  bad  a  bolus  of  jalap  and  calomel,  from  the 
operation  of  which  he  found  much  relief.  He  was  able  next 
day  to  walk  about,  but  felt  weak ;  had  slight  headachi»,  a  mode- 
rate diarrhoea,  and  a  trifling  discharge  of  blood  frc»n  his  nose 
and  lungs  occasionally,  for  tne  two  or  three  following  days. 

In  the  above  cases,  I  think  we  have  examples  where  the 
noxious  gases  arising  from  combustible  matter,  have  eateredthe 
iungs,  and  have  been  taken  into  the  course  of  circulation. 

We  must  suppose  this  from  the  length  of  time  during  which  tlie 
people  were  exposed,  and  from  these  gases  being  in  no  consider- 
able quantity,  only  gradually  penetrating  through  the  seams  of  the 
partitions,  which  separated  the  cabin  and  fai*ecastlefrom  tlie  hold, 
where  the  fire  had  been  burning,  and  the  wet  sails  set  to  dry. 

The  most  prominent  extern^  ap|>earances  in  them  were,  the 
great  lividity  of  the  surface,  the  inflexible  condition  of  the  extre- 
mities, the  fingers  and  toes  curved,  the  mouth  shut,  the  nostrils 
dilated,  and  the  great  debility  of  the  animal  functions.  It  is  im- 
possible to  say,  from  the  tliree  cases  of  the  persous  who  vfcya 
sleeping  in  the  forecasde,  whether  the  young  or  ihe  old,  the 
weak  or  the  robust,  resist  the  deleterious  effects  of  tlicse  gases 
longest.  For  M'Dillon,  aged  17,  healthy  and  robust,  lay  at  the 
bacK  part  of  the  birth,  which  was  inclosed  on  all  sides,  except  at 
the  fore  part,  with  boards,  where  Leslie,  aged  53,  lay.  The  lat- 
ter would  inhale  the  gases  much  diluted,  whilst  the  former  musi 
have  received  them  more  concentrated.  M^lraith,  aged  1 1,  re- 
collected his  getting  up  sometime  duriu^  the  night,  to  take  a 
^rink  of  v/alcr,  but  was  unable  to  lipcnk,  or  got  u\^  the  ItuUk'r,  oi: 
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^ven  back  into  hi$  bed,  and  had  lain  therefore  on  the  floor  till  tba 
morningi  when  he  was  lifted  up  into  hig  birth.  In  an  hour  or 
two  after,  he  had  been  taken  out  of  bed  by  his  mother,  who 
washed  his  hands  and  face  with  cold  water;  and,  little  sos- 
pectinff  the  real  cause  of  her  spn's  illness,  had  again  put  him  into 
his  bed.  The  mate,  aged  S2,  lay  in  a  more  roomv  apartm^it, 
the  cabin,  where  the  pure  air  would  get  access  by  the  funnel  for 
the  chimney,  and  where  the  gases  must  even  have  been  leas  in 
quantity,  from  the  partition  which  separated  it  from  the  hold 
being  stronger  and  more  complete. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  that  I  was  denied  permission  to  open  the 
cranium  and  thorax  of  the  body  of  M^Dillon,  by  which  tne  true 
state  of  the  brain  and  lungs  could  have  been  ascertained. 

I  have  omitted  to  say,  that  the  above  persons  were  more  than 
once  visited  by  Dr  Patterson  and  Mr  Whiteside  of  this  town, 
with  whose  approbation  I  followed  the  treatment  I  have  just  xpf 
lated. 

Ayr^  Sandgate^  lOtA  Dec.  18 10, 

f  .  ■  ■  ,  ,11  ■ 

MEDICAL  EXTRACTS-    No.  V. 

Extract^  from  Dr  B£ddo£8'5  Commonplace  Booh* 

FPhe  Medical  Extracts  for  our  present  Number  are  furnished 
-^  from  the  commonplace  books  of  Dr  Beddoes.  It  appears  that 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  committing  to  paper,  the  facts  which  pre- 
sented themselves  to  his  observation,  and  the  ideas  which  occur*- 
red  to  his  mind.  But  this  was  often  written  with  the  most  care* 
less  haste  upon  detached  spraps  of  paper.  Many  hints  and  spe* 
culations  were  however  fortunately  preserved  in  two  common* 
place  books  from  which  his  biographer  has  industriously  selected 
whatever  appeared  to  hin^  not  to  have  been  incorporated  in  any 
of  the  numerous  publications  of  his  friend.  We  have  again 
excerpted  those  relating  to  our  profession,  as  the  last  gift  of  a 
truly  original  mind.  **  These  are  submitted  to  the  reader  in 
an  unfinished  state,  and  should  pn)y  be  looked  upon  as  memo- 
randa, of  which  this  value  must  often  depend  upon  the  thought, 
and  not  upon  the  style  in  which  they  are  clothed.  " 

Assocf  ATioK.  The  associated  feelings  occur  sooner  than  the  asso« 
ciated  ideas;  at  least,  sometimes  ;  Query  if  always  ?  To  day  (No- 
yember  22d,  1804),  I  met  a  person  whose  aspect  instantly  gave  me 
the  feeling  of  respect.  It  was  some  tinle  before  I  remembered  that 
ne  was  like  Dr  Black.  In  education  it  is  the  greatest  question  what 
jTeelings  or  ideas  shal}  be  associated  with  impressions  or  ideas ;  r.  ^. 
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in  tBm  of  dftii^  of  fire,  whether  frii^ht  diall  occapy>  t.  e.  a  feeling, 
or  the  idea  of  the  means  of  extrngutshing  the  flames*  and  rescuing 
those  in  danger ;  and  so  on  through  numberless  instances.  In  the 
bedilf  frame  something  similar  occurs.  Sensation  too  readilj  fol- 
lows, somedmesy  certain  powen*  as  mereurj.  In  surgerj}  the  mind 
€f  die  operator  oug^t  whoUf  to  be  occupied  by  ideas. 

ABioarTioir.  Could  not  its  eifi^t  upon  the  form  of  parts  he  ren- 
dered sensible  (in  a  dog  or  a  cat  for  instance),  by  applying  pressure 
to  a  fleshy  part?  As  form  depends  upon  the  proportion  of  absorp- 
tion to  secretion,  how  much  must  it  be  altered  by  pressure  on  the 
stomach,  &c« 

AnisTiFFus,  medical.  Who  can,  at  one  moment,  employ  himself 
in  the  difficult  exercise  of  combining  the  nicest  observations  on  ani- 
mal nature,  and  the  neit,  listen  with  obsequious  attention  to  the 
medical  nonsense  of  fashionable  ladies  i  It  is  certain  that  the  latter 
would  unfit  and  indispose  most  men  for  the  former.  But  there  may 
he,  once  in  an  age,  a  medical  Aristippus,  whom  such  varieties  may 
become  and  delight,  though  one  does  not  well  understand  how  he 
could  compensate  his  servility  to  himself,  except  by  fleecing  his  pa- 
tients, and  (laughing  at  them  in  his  sleeve)  making  a  puppet-show  of 
them  in  his  imagination,  as  children  play  at  one-and-thirty  by  thought. 

Bath,  tuarm.  A  kind  of  criterion  for  constitutions.  When  k 
heats  and  quickens  tbe  pulse  much,  it  over-stimulates.  This  is  the 
case  with  very  nervous  people.  Miss  ■  '  could  not  bear  it  when 
weak ;  can  bear  it  now.  Mrs  — —  could  bear  it  well  one  day,  but 
not  the  next,  after  a  flutter.  A  criterion  for  nervousness,  and  a 
scale  for  its  degrees.  Other  debilities  are  not  aggravated  by  it.  The 
same  person  cannot  bear  it  after  dinner,  who  can  well  in  a  morning. 

Blistbrs.  The  debilitating  effect  of,  not  enough  attended  to. 
A  blister  often  weakens  more  than  a  moderate  bleeding.  Whether 
the  weakness  continaes  so  long,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  ;  but  I 
am  not  sure  of  the  contrary.  I  have  known  cases  in  which  a  blister 
of  the  size  of  a  shilling  has  induced  fainting.  Faintness  is  a  very 
familiar  effect.  It  is  not  the  discharge,  but  the  prior  action  that  is 
followed  by  this  consequence,  as  I  have  repeatedly  ascertained,  by 
observing  that  it  took  place  before  the  blister  had  arisen. 

hhisT  Ens  of  boiling  toater.  Query.  Do  they  excite  eruptions  like 
cantharides  ?  as,  by  suddenly  exerting  a  great  effect,  they  should 
less  excite  associate  motions. 

CoLX>-nLooDCD  A  viMALs.  Query.  If  distinguished  from  hot  by  a 
smaller  degree  of  animal  fermentation  ?  or  the  small  interior  action 
changing  and  renovating  the  parts  every  moment  ?  Their  habits  and 
powers  of  endurance  without  food,  without  blood  for  a  certain  time, 
with  infrequent  respirations,  indicate  this.  There  seems  to  be  a  stock 
of  active  principles  reposited  in  the  solids,  and  ready  to  act  with  great 
force  or  quickness  on  any  provocation.  But  then  the  effect  ought  to 
produce  phenomena  correspondent  to  those  in  hot-blooded  animals. 
Opium  ought  to  raise  the  temperature  of  frogs  for  example. 

Mem,  To  try  this — to  opiate  a  number  of  frogs  near  an  airthcr- 
^metcr.     Also,  to  digitalize  them. 
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Qaeiy.    The  hotter  the  animals,  the 'more  internal  fermentation  ? 

<^uerf.    If  an  under-oxygenated  atmosphere  would  not  answer  at 
one  period,  and  an  over-oxygenated  one  at  another,  in  fevtn  ? 

Why  is  th^re  a  perpetusd  change  of  substance  in  organic  animal 
matter  ?  If  a  muscle  or  nerve  be  required  to  be  the  same  for  a  cime» 
why,  when  once  made,  should  it  be  made  to  be  unmade  again  ?  Is 
•It  necessary  in  the  economy  that  diese  acdons  should  be,  to  produce 
etherial  fluids  or  influences  ? 

If  heat  should  not  follow  the  artificial  stimuli  in  frogs,  maj  not 
•their  organization  be  so  disposed  as  to  produce  elec^ic  fluid  instead  ? 

N.  B.  To  try  to  determine  this. 

Consumption.  MetUcorum  pbihisicis  ntedentium^  htiquisnma  est 
conditio.  If  the  patient  be  far  gone,  the  result  disgraces  him.  If  it 
be  an  early  stage,  neither  the  patient  nor  xhe  relations  have  any  idea 
of  the  evils  that  have  been  prevented^  and  very  likely  the  complaint 
passes  for  a  whim  of  the  doctor's. 

Contractor.  In  buildings  if  you  alter  your  plan  ever  so  litde^ 
the  bargain  is  no  longer  binding  upon  the  contractor.  The  princt* 
pie  still  more  frequently  serves  the  physician  than  the  architect.  On 
a  small  deviation  from  our  instructions,  we  hold  ourselves  relieved 
from  all  responsibility.  ^'  Poor  Mr  Suchran*one  !  he  died  to  be  sure  ; 
but  he  might  have  been  alive  and  well  at  this  day,  had  he  thought 
proper  to  abide  more  stricdy  by  advice. '' 

Curb  IE.  Who  has  so  strongly  recommended  himself  to  profes- 
sional readers  by  the  general  excellence  of  his  matter,  and  to  un- 
|>rofessional,  by  the  charm  of  his  classical  style. 

Damp.  In  a  large  room  or  a  church,  said  to  be  sensible  after  the 
£rst  lighting  of  a  fire.  Query,  if  the  excitation  of  currenu  do  not 
produce  this  ejffect,  as  to  Hutton's  theory  of  rain  ?  To  ascertain  this 
by  hygrometers  at  different  heights. 

DiGESTiOK.  If  st^ch  a  qjiantity  of  food  be  taken  as  the  stomach 
can  manage,  digestion  yrilL  be  more  perjBect  from  repose,  and  repose 
more  refreshing  from  digesdon.  But  if  it  be  unequal  to  the  task 
imposed  upon  it,  then  heat  is  excited,  which  the  weight  of  the  bed- 
clothes increases,  and  sleep  still  more.  This  worse  in  fever.  By 
this  is  to  be  solved  the  constant  difficulty  proposed  to  medical  men 
about  supper-eating  ;  which  !»hould  always* be  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative, in  this  sense,  that  as  much  food  should  be  in-  the  stomach 
as  can^be  fully  digested  before  morning. 

Diseases,  dissiii^ilar,  having  a  symptom  in  common,  as,  for  instance, 
a  cough.  There  are  two  pictures,  each  with  a  house  in  it,  but  the 
one  with  trees,  cattle  and  a  river,  the  other  with  carriages  and  human 
figures.  You  may  as  well  swear  that  the  one  and  the  other  are  alike 
because  they  have  the  house  in  common.  My  good  Madam,  by  stick- 
ing to  the  cough  as  evidence  of  identity,  you  reason  not  a  whit  bct«> 
ter  than  good  Master  Fluellen,  when  he  found  an  M.  both  in  Mace- 
don  and  Monmouth. 

Ear.  On  putting  cold  water  into  the  meatus  auditorius  extcrnus, 
Z  have  felt  a  ganGral  Jasson*  Can  this  bo  applied  to  the  stopping  of 
^xmorrbage  or  fever,  as  it  can  l^e  increased  by  more  cvaporabtc  Uf 
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ouids  ?  Is  the  shiveriog  from  inhaling  ether-fames,  occtuioned  hf 
the  ether  itoelf  being  raised  by  the  heat  of  the  nervous  membrane 
into  a  rarer  vapour  ? 

Experiments  in  medicine.  Those  who  decry  them  do  not  perhapf 
perceiye*  that  they  cut  off  all  hope  from  those  at  present  incurable! 
Fatality.  It  is  not  the  natural  fatality  only  of  certaiYi  complaints 
which  deprives  so  many  children  of  their  parents,  and  so  many  more/ 
parents  of  their  children.  When  all  the  world  sees  how  ofVen  me* 
dical  men  differ,  and  of  course  how  often  one  or  another  must  be  de^ 
ceivedy  is  it  wonderful  that  they  do  not,  from  tliis  very  circumstance, 
deduce  the  extreme  difficulty  of  judging,  and  the  extreme  danger 
-of  meddling  ?  Ask  any  of  these  volunteer  prescribers  to  calculate 
an  eclipse,  they  will  (eel  that  they  want  the  necessary  data :  but  do 
they  not  always  just  as  much  want  the  necessary  data  for  calculating 
the  relation  of  drugs  to  symptoms  ? 

Fasuiok.  Of  which  the  tyranny  bears  as  hard  at  least  upon  health 
9A  Upon  morals  and  fortune :  the  rigour  of  it  to  be  best  mitigated  hf 
physiological  information.  I  do  not  know  whether  tlie  whole  flock 
would  follow  a  leading  sheep  into  a  torrent  that  had  whirled  her  away ; 
but  it  is  probable  that  the  folU>wer8  of  fashion  will  follow  their  leader 
into  almost  any  danger,  though  not  the  least  advantage  were  to  be 
gained  by  those  who  should  get  through  it. 

Fallacy.  One  of  the  most  common  in  medicine  is  to  take  up 
the  most  striking  visible  phenomena  as  the  cause  of  symptoms.  Thus 
4n  measles,  is  what  they  teach  of  the  repelling  of  the  eruption  right  i 
viz.  that  cold  or  ill-timed  purgatives,  by  so  acting,  endanger  life  xft 
occasion  death  \  May  not  the  disappearance  of  the  eruption  be  \^ 
collateral  effect  merely  ?  Py  a  particular  treatment  the  rash  disap* 
pears,  yet  the  complaint  is  rendered  mild.  Cold  is  injurious  long  af- 
ter the  eruption,  and  is  so  because  the  mucous  membrane  is  then  high- 
ly susceptible. 

Food.  It  n^y  be  made  a  question  whether  the  attachment  of  cer* 
tain  species  of  animals  to  certain  kinds  of  aliment,  depends  upon  the 
libsolute  necessity  of  their  nature,  or  upon  the  ease  with  which  they 
are  sble  to  procure  their  subsiiitence.  This  question  many  of  Spal* 
lanzani's  experiments  have  a  tendency  to  determine,  as  those  upoo 
the  eagle  and  pigeon. 

Healing.  Those  who  despair  of  making  much  proficiency  in  the 
art  of,  very  naturally  turn  their  talents  to  the  art  of  pleasing.  They 
are  seldom  joined.  Men  of  genius  and  knowledge  are  not  fond  of 
hcarhig  and  delivering  of  non&cnse. 

Hunter,  John.  Fancied  what  he  could  not  find  words  for,  very 
profound.  But  he  was  mistaken.  Wlienever  he  found  himself  at  a 
loss  for  words,  he  was  labouring  wilh  the  delivery  of  nonseube. 

IIuKTER.  When  one  heard  of  John  Hunter  as  the  6rst  surgeon 
in  London,  one  felt  a  pleasui'e  like  that  which  arises  from  the  distri- 
bution of  poetical  justice. 

Incubation,  medicaL  It  may  seem  very  hard  that  children  nfter 
coming  into  life  dhould,  uow-a-days,  require  a  sort  of  medical  incu- 
bation-   To  sue))  an  obicrvation  I  can  only  reply,  that,  reducing  n 


188  Midieal  Exiracti*    No.  V*  April 

luroposition  to  terms  dtriirecl  fron  Indicromr  aiMlogies,  is  not  sufficient 
for  its  refutation ;  and  after  laughing  at  the  joke.  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men, it  will  be  as  prudent  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  statement. 

iNFLAMitAToKY  DisBASKS.    General  and  topical  bleeding.    Query, 
Weald  it  not  be  of  nse  to  follow  it  op  immediatelj  with  strong  stimu- 
lants ?    It  appears  so  in  external  inflsnunation,  as  of  the  eye.     Query, 
yUi  internal  infiainroation  I 

Darwin,  after  depletion^  advises  small  doses  of  opium  to  swallow  up 
new* forming  vessels:  more  likely,  it  prevents  the  dilatation  of  old  ones. 

iNTJBRPRiiTER,  cUnkaly  in  which  a  practically  useful  enumeration 
of  disease^:  is  attcsspted,  with  a  preliminary  discourse  upon  nosology. 

M£]>iciNE«  Dffficukies  in  the  way  qfjnructMng,  One  of  the  most 
important  experienced  by  the  Court  and  West  end  of  the  Town  phy* 
sietans,  is  to  compound  with  the  medical  opinions  of  the  ladies.  They 
halve  not  only  tlieir  notions,  as  who  has  not,  concerning  diseases  and 
their  remedies,  but  may  be  said  to  have  their  minds  made  up  on  these 
difficult  and  important  subjects.  The  best  thing  the  Doctor  can  do, 
(that  is,  towards  securing  tlieir  good  word,  which  is,  self- evidently, 
the  best  thing  tlie  Doctor  can  do),  is  then  to  put  his  pen  under  the 
guidance  of  these  good  ladies'  theory,  and  content  himself  with  trans- 
iting their  suggestions  into  certain  learned  abbreviations,  fihd,  puh. 
keust. ;  which  are,  perhaps,  the  main  support  of  his  professional  dig* 
wtjf  as  being  the  sole  remaining  mystery  of  medicine  into  which  the 
profane  have  not  penetrated. 

Mboicins.  Many  men  who  have  bestowed  deep  thought  on  other 
subjects,  are  sceptics  in  regard  to  medicine.  ^  What  the  profound  dis- 
trust, it  is  in  order  that  the  witty  should  deride.  From  the  combin* 
ed  influence  of  the  opinion  of  these  two  classes,  it  is  obvious  how  much 
more  easily  the  sick  must  be  surrendered  up  to  gossips,  and  the  me- 
dical creatures  of  gossips.  In  a  country  which  no  one  has  been  able 
to  explore,  what  matter  whether  we  take  the  blind  or  the  lynx-eyed 
fpr  our  guide  I  If  the  art  of  roedicioe  be  so  very  uncertain,  what 
matter  by  whom  it  is  practised  ? 

But  the  inconsistency  of  human  opinions  is  at  least  equal  to  the  in- 
consistency of  human  wishes.  And  it  is  curious  to  observe  how  the 
workings  of  the  most  powerful  minds  play  people  into  the  hands  of 
the  most  incompetent  in  the  profession.  A  man  accustomed  to  close 
reasoning  cannot  long  reflect  upon  his  own  heslth,  without  forming  to 
himself  a  system  of  theory  and  practice.  He  fixes  upon  certain  data, 
^d  draws  a  long  legitimate  train  of  consequences.  His  plan  being 
pretty  well  settled,  he  has  scarce  occasion  but  for  a  dispenser  of  drugs. 
Whetl^er  application  be  made  to  a  dispenser  or  a  prescriber,  the  road 
|o  the  confidence  of  the  patient  is  open.  His  own  statement  will  give 
the  cue,  and  a  very  little  cunning  only  is  necessary  to  follow  it.  Some 
of  our  most  learned  literati  have  come  to  take  pleasure  only  in  obse- 
quiotts  followers ;  and  in  some  circumstances,  obsequiousness,  cither 
direct  or  indirect,  is  more  required  for  opinions,  relative  to  health, 
tlian  to  noy  other  subject. 

Medicine.    The  complete  sceptic  in  medicine,  must  either  main- 
in  that  the  order  cf  animal  movements  has  no  fixed  laws,  or  that 
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the  httOMDi  uaderstaiidtng  is  incapable  of  discovering  tfaoie  laws,  or 
that  no  useful  progress  has  been  actually  made  in  the  research. 

IfCuMciiiB.  Afi  cf.  Staggers  forward  on  disfoiated  ideas,  as  on 
SQ  wMgkj  ill-placed  ssepping*stones,  erecy  now  and  then  dropping  its 
cbarge  into  a  slough. 

Mbaslbs.  May  not  the  emptton  be  innoccndy  and  adrantageoot* 
ly  checked  by  warm  affusion  ?    See  FoUacy. 

MocanaT  of  Mkdicinb*  If  the  roof  of  your  house  were  daimag* 
edy  and  the  workmen  you  employed  to  repair  it  were  to  attend  at 
their  hoarsy  and  go  through  aU  the  movements  of  dieir  labour,  and 
yet  not  strike  one  effectual  stroke,  and  yet  receive  their  pay,  what 
would  you  think  of  it  ?    So  it  is  oftentimes,  in  mediciae. 

Musct.B«  1.  To  irriuse  repeatedly  over  lime-water,  and  try  if 
any  carbenic  acid  is  produced* 

2.TocBt  outone  and  weigh  it;  then  to  extract  the  air  by  the  air* 
pump  ;  then  to  weigh  a  corresponding  muscle,  irritate  it,  and  extract 
air  by  air«pump,  and  to  examine  both. 

3.  To  steep  bodi«  and  to  try  if  any  more  or  di&rent  salts  aie  ex« 
tractable  from  them. 

4.  To  expose  to  nitrous  gas,  respectively,  and  other  chemical 
processes  or  re*agenu,  in  order  to  discover  any  chemical  products. 

N.  B.  Muscles  may  produce  galvanic  flaid  in  their  contractioBS* 
To  try.  , 

Natuue.  It  is  a  vulgar  error  to  say  such  an  invalid  shall  be  left 
to  Nature.  The  thing  is  merely  impossible.  Nature  has  no  temple 
in  which  the  sick  can  be  deposited.  Medicines  made  up  at  an  apo- 
thecary's may  be  discarded ;  but  some  sustenance  must  be  adminis* 
tered,  and  some  plan  of  management  followed ;  and  the  circum« 
stances  of  these  may  be  far  from  indifferent.  What  they  call  Natuce 
is  all  art ;  art-fed,  art*dressed  victuals,  as  artificial  as  medicines. 

NaavK.  To  wrap  a  piece  of  nerve  in  tinlbil,  and  galvanize  till  ex** 
hausted  ;  then  place  said  nerve  in  oxygen,  to  try  if  it  will  recruit. 

Nosology.  Cullen  laid  diseases  upon  the  Procrustes  bed  of  his 
Nosology ;  and  tugged  at  this,  and  hacked  at  that,  but  all  in  .vain. 
They  could  not  be  made  to  fit,  as  all  who  compare  his  frame  with 
Nature  must  acknowledge. 

NuRsas,  anatomical  lectures  Jbr,  Were  any  one  to  propose  such  a 
thing,  he  would  expose  himself  to  all  the  banter  of  our  critical  jour- 
nals. I  have  never  known  an  habitual  banterer  remarkably  embar- 
rassed by  tenderness  of  feeling ;  nor  do  I  soon  expect  to  see  such  a 
phenomenon.  Nevertheless,  were  one  to  have  a  child  die  of  water 
of  the  brain,  from  the  carelessness  of  a  nurse,  and  were  it  to  be  dis- 
covered that  all  this  might  have  been  prevented,  if  the  accident  had 
been  sooner  known,  I  am  not  sure  whether  he  would  not  restrain  his 
wit  for  some  weeks  at  least  after  the  event,  whatever  sport  he  might 
be  able  to  mtVe  before  the  public  of  the  poor  author. 

PaRSPX RATION.  To  immerse  a  child's  hand  in  a  weak  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  ditto  an  old  man's,  ditto  a  dog's,  to  observe  the  dif- 
ference of  the  precipitate.  Immerse  the  hand  or  finger  in  nitrate  of 
silver  diluted  with  distilled  water  before  aiui  ai  cer  brcukfiisri  or  before 
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and  after  tndorifict;  alio«  to  discover  what  part  of  the  bodf  penpines 
most. . 

Physicians*  use  of,  **  Who  had  Mr  «— —  lo  attend  his  daugfa* 
ttr  ?  "  **•  Doctor  Such-an*one. "  Public  censure  is  satisfied.  Thas^ 
as  an  unmarried  female  cannot  go  into  public  but  in  company  with  a 
married  one,  so  it  is  with  death.  He  cannot  make  a  decent  eotry 
into  a  family  without  a  doctor  for  his  chaperon. 

Physici Aifs,  posting.  Like  some  of  Astley's  jockiet,  who  6om  a 
horse  on  fuU  gallop  pick  up  things  in  their  way,  some  physicians  post 
from  sick-chamber  lo  stck-charober,  just  stopping  to  pick  up  their  fee. 
The  physidan  in  many  cases*  as  in  croup*  shomd  no  more  leave  his 
patient,  than  an  accoucheur  a  woman  in  labour*  till  she  is  delivered*- 

Ph'Tsicians,  puxzihig  mttkiplidt^  of  phenomena,  A  traveller  may- 
course  the  high  roads  of  a  country  for  twenty  years*  and  yet  know 
nothing  of  it.  Oar  fashionable  Doctors  drive  full  gallop  along  the 
beaten  paths  of  medicine ;  but  very  wisely*  lest  they  should  become 
dizzy*  by  the  rapidly-succeeding  objects  on  either  hand*  they  either 
keep  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  road  before  them*  or  shut  them  dose. 

FHYSiciAvst  Jashionable.  In  many  places  of  fashionable  resortr 
the  practice  of  medicine  seems  but  a  pompous  or  specious  kind  of 
mummery.  Il  seems  as  if  sickness  were  an  a&ir  of  complaisance  to- 
wards physicians  and  apothecaries.  Thus  the  language  is  not*  so  ma- 
ny invalids  have  been  cured,  but  such  a  Doctor  makes  so  much  money*. 

Such  men  may  make*  no  doubt*  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  books 
of  their  banker*  but  not  a  Kne  wtil  be  devoted  to  them  in  the  annals 
of  medical  improvement.  If  they  were  not  aware  of  the  desiderata 
of  medicine*  I  know  of  no  terms  strong  enough  to  express  the  de- 
testation in  which  tliey  ought  to  be  held.  If  they  were*  it  is  certain 
that  they  took  no  step  towards  supplying  them j  and  on  this  suppo- 
sition* I  leave  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  reader's  abhorrence. 
.  Phosphorus.  To  eat  a  little ;  bleed  $  smell  and  try  the  air  in  the 
dark,  if  luminous. 

V  Physiology.  What  woidd  chemistry  have  been  in  comparison 
of  what  it  now  is*  if  apothecaries  only  had  cultivated  it  f  So  wilF 
physioloy  be*  imless  it  be  taken  up  separately. 

Prematubs  culture  favours  every  species  of  constitutional  dis* 
ease*  engenders  scrofulous  and  nervous  complaints  where  they  are 
not  hereditary,  and  produces  new  forms  of  human  misery.  In  this 
respect*  the  children  of  the  poor  enjoy  a  much  greater  chance  of  health. 
In  the  evidence  respecting  the  slave-trade*  there  is  nothing  more  aho* 
minable  than  the  servitude  to  accomplishments.  As  to  labour  and 
the  lash — ^is  the  case  less  miserable  when  it  is  the  mind  that  suffers  ^ 

Quackery.  The  extension  of  it  remains  to  be  proved.  There 
may  be  an  increase  of  advertised  medicines ;  but  when  I  consider 
the  immense  number  of  herbs  mentioned  in  our  hold  herbals*  and  re- 
collect how  busy  were  our  old  women,  I  fee  that  they  very  much 
exceed  the  quack  medicines ;  and  I  venture  to  believe  that  medi- 
cine* in  proportion  to  the  population  of  the  country*  is  less  frequent* 
Ij  administered  by  unprofessional  hands^  than  at  any  fonner  peziod. 


1811.  Dr  Bed  Joes*^  Commonplace  Booh.  191 

Rabim  Cakina.  To  try  hotbath  IM^  and  alfFusion  of  cold  wa- 
ter, and  that  six  times  a  day ;  boiling  water  on  the  neck ;  also  re* 
moring  a  part  of  the  cranianiy  and  keepmg  the  brain  compressed. 

Refoku,  medicaL  The  quantities  of  nnedicine  ordered  driTe  peo- 
ple to  quack  medicines.  People  can  drop  the  latter  when  they  pleasev 
bat  verecum&a  erga  medicum  makes  them  keep  on  lotSger  with  die  for- 
mer, than  either  the  stomach  or  the  purse  can  well  endare.  To  res- 
eoe  the  pubiic  fron  the  stomach  part  of  this  evil,  it  will  be  proper 
to  enact  that  the  apothecary  shall  charge  for  more  draughts  than  he 
Supplies,  as  Used  to  be  the  case  with  post-horses  in  France. 

RHXuMATisif .  There  is  m  degree  of  rheumatism,  semi-acute»  no 
vedness  of  joints,  but  some  ferer  and  much  pain  (increased  by  warmth) 
in  vdiich  there  is  prodigious  dyspnoea,  though  the  intercostal  muscles 
be  not  painful.  Here  seems  to  be  some  weakness  of  the  muscles  of 
respiration,  which,  I  think,  the  heart  partakes  of;  and  under  these 
circumstances,  I  suspect  the  heart  readily  enlarges ;  having  known 
instances  of  such  rheumatics  labouring  under  enlargemeut  of  the  heart. 

Rooms,  temperated.  Better  than  any  climate  in  winter.  The  ques- 
tion is,  whetlicr  you  choose  a  commodious  prison  with  health,  or  to 
be  at  large  and  diseased.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  you  should  en- 
joy the  advantages  of  health  under  disease. 

Sbnsations.  Of  great  importance  to  avoid  disagreeable  ones  in 
fevers — ^vivid  colours,  or  assoclatively  o£Fensive  objects.  Accurately 
observing  attendants  have  assured  me,  that  nauseous  medicines  in  fe- 
ver did  much  injury,  especially  to  children. 

Sleep.  A  subject  requiring  much  study,  or  rather,  much  accu- 
mulation of  facts.  There  is  the  utmost  poverty  of  facts  in  all  tliat 
has  been  written  on  it ;  probably  gross  errors ;  as  appearances  in  the 
sleep  of  the  sick,  may  be  supposed  to  an&e  from  disease,  and  yet 
have  existed  in  heakh  when  the  sleep  was  not  watched.  Observation 
can  be  made  much  better  by  unprofessional  people.  In  sleep  the 
passing  ideas  are  lost,  so  the  connected  muscular  movements  must 
ISe  lost  too.  As  in  sleeping  over  a  book,  and  it  drops  down,  or  be- 
fore it  drops ;  and  as  it  is  dropping,  the  purpose  is  recalled,  and  I  save 
it.  In  sleep,  if  the  ideas  return,  the  connected  movements  return 
too  :  so  people  might  be  practised  to  do  any  thing  iu  sleep ;  may  be 
made  to  talk  or  walk. 

In  inflammatory  disorders,  if  due  evacuations  be  not  premised, 
aggravation.  Query,  from  con^jcstion  ?  if  they  be  premised,  amend- 
ment ;  and  both  amendment  and  aggravation  take  place  more  rapid- 
ly than  in  waking  state. 

Sympathy.  A  term  that  ought  to  be  soon  expunged  from  the 
language  of  philosophical  medicine,  having  been  a  term  of  ignorance. 
Sympathetic  movements  tend  to  become  independent,  as  in  hepatic 
epilepsy.     The  Ets  will  continue  after  the  liver  is  cured. 

Walks.  Too  long,  in  summer,  injurious  to  children.  They  should 
be  suffered  to  recruit  frequently.  Soon  exhausted,  and  soon  recruit- 
ed.    In  many  cases;  cluldien  of  two  years  old,  or  soj  lave  f^iUcn  off 
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direcdj  upon  an  uninterrupted  walk  of  a  mile  and  a  half*   The 
will  happen  to  adults  of  great  delicacy. 

Washing.  Among  tbe  hardships  incident  to  poor  married 
men  with  a  familj*  one  is  particularly  severe.  This  is  frequent  dab- 
bling in  water  to  wash.  Nothing  can  support  the  constitution  of 
manj  against  the  triaL  I  have  kept  an  account  of  the  health  of  wt* 
Teral  for  months  i  I  could  do  them  service  in  the  short  interval :  boa 
so  sure  as  came  die  wash,  so  sure  came  all  the  complaints  back  a* 
gain.  In  consequence  of  this  employment,  and  this  only,  a  slight 
cold  shall  undermine  the  constttutio&i  keep  diem  sickly  for  years,  anii 
as  last  destroy  them.  Can  no  good  genius  invent  a  machine,  by  which 
opulent  neighbours,  attentive  to  their  hard*fated  fellow  creatures,  may 
be  able  to  relieve  some  of  them  from  this  destructive  drudgery. 

WHitLiHo  afirebratuL  To  use  this  as  a  test  for  the  eye  m  peraona 
nervous  and  not  nervous,  i.  e.  to  see  if  to  some,  at  a  certain  vdoci" 
ly,  it  will  not  appear  a  circle,  and  to  others  not 
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ji  second  Edition  in  1790. 

1784  Notes  to  a  transladon  of  Bergman's  Physical  and  Chemical 

Essays. 

1785  Transladon  of  Bergman's  Essay  on  Elecdve  Attractions. 

1786  Transladon  of  Scheele's  Chemical  Essays.    Edited  and  coT" 

rected  hf  Dr  Beddoes. 

1790  Chemical  Experiments  and  Opinions,  eSEtracted  from  a  Work 

published  in  the  last  century. 

1791  Observations  on  the  Affinity  between  Basaltes  and  Granite. 

1791  An  account  of  some  appearances  attending  the  conversion  of 

cast  into  malleable  iron. 

1792  Second  Part  of  ditto. 

Uncertain.    Memorial  addressed  to  the  Curators  of  the  Bodleba 

Library. 
1792  A  Letter  to  a  Lady  on  the  subject  of  early  Instrucdon,  pard- 

cularly  that  of  the  Poor.     Printed^  but  not  published. 
1792  Alexander's  Expedition  to  the  Indian  Ocean.    Printed^  hut  not 

pubHihed* 
1792  Observations  on  the  Nature  of  Demonstrative  Evidence,  with 

Reflections  on  Language. 

1792  Observations  on  the  Nature  and  Cure  of  Calculus,  Sea-Scur« 

vy,  Catarrh,  and  Fever. 

1793  History  of  Isaac  Jenkins. 

1793  A  Letter  to  Dr  Darwin,  on  a  new  mode  of  tteadng  Pulma« 

nary  Consumption^ 

1794  Letters  from  Dr  Withering,  Dr  Ewart,  Dr  Thornton^  Sec* 
i  794  A  Guide  for  Self-preservadon  and  Parental  Affecdon.* 
1794  A  Proposal  for  the  Improvement  of  Mcdlciae^ 


179i  ConsideratifHif  on  the  Mediiinal  Use^^d'on  tlie  PiiriliictioB«f^  i. 

Factitions  Airs.    Parts  I.  and  II. 
1795  Brown's  Efement's  of  Medieine»  with  a  IPrehce  and  Ninef. 
1795  Translation*  from'  the  Spanish,  of  6imberDat's  new  Method^ 

of  operating  in,.  Femoral  Hernia* 
1795  Considerationsy^c..   Part  f  11. 
1795  Outline  ot  a  Plan»  for  determining  the  Medicinal  Powers  of 

Factitious  Airv.^ 

1795  A  Word  in  Defence  of  the  Bill  of  itights  against  Gaggkg-billB. 
»        Where  would  be  the  harm' of  a  Speedy  Peace  f 

1796  An  Esiaj  on  the  Public  Merits  of  Mr  Pitt. 
1796  A  Letter  to  Mr  Pitt  on  the  Sc;ircity. 

1796  Considerations,  &c.    Parts  IV.  and  V.  ^    .  ^ 

1797  Altematiires  compared ;  or»  what  fhall  the  Rich  do  to  be  Safe? 
1797  Suggestions  towards  setting  on  foot  the  projected  Establish* 

ment  for  Pneumatic  Medicine. 
1797  ReporU  nrlating  to  Nitrous  Add. 

1797  A  Ziecture  introdnctorj  to  a  popular  Course  of'  Anatomy: 

1798  A  suggestion  tbwards  an  essential  improrement  in  the  Bristol 

Innrmary. 

1799  Contributions  to  Medical  and  I^jsical  ithdwledge,  from  tfat 

West  of  England. 
1799  PopulsM'  Essay  on  Consumption. 
1799  Notice  of  some  Obserrationttnade  at  |he  Pneumatic  Institution. 

1799  A  second  CoUectioii  of  Reports  on  NItroui  Aci<£ 

1800  A  Third  ditto. 

1801  Essay  on  tiie  Medical  and  Dbmestic  Management  of^  tlii  Con* 

sumptive,  on  Digitalis,  and  on  Skrofaki. 
180I->2  Hygeia  ;  or  Essays,  Moral  and  Medical,  on  the  Causey  af* 
fecting  the  personal  state  of  the  middling  and  affluent' 
classes. 
1803  Rules  of  the  Ihstitution  for  the  sick  and' drooping  poor.     AH' 
edition  on  large  paper  was  entitled  Instruction  K>r  I^eople  of 
all  Capacities  respecting  their  oUrn  Healthi  and  of  their 
Children. 

1806  The  A&nual  of  H^sdtH^  or  the  Inralid  cdndu6ted  ^ftly  through 

the  Seasons. 

1807  On  Fever,  as  connected  with  Infkmniatien,  an  Exercise. 
1608  A  Letter  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  on  the  prevailrog  l]iiscoriteiits. 

Abuses, -and  Imperfections  in  Medicine. 

1808  Good  Advice  for  the  Hutbandlnan  in  Harvest;  and  for  all  those^ ' 

who  labour  hard  in  hot  bil^ths^  as  aho  for  others  who  wiU^ 
take  it  in- warm  weather.^ 
In  this  List,  are  not  included  a  variety  of  *  commnnications  to  the^ 
Medical  Facts  and  Observations,  the  Monthly  Magazine,  the  Medi- 
cal and  Physical  Journal,  Ntcholsen's  Journal,  &c.    The  paper  on  ba« 
saltes,  and  the  two  on  the  conversion  of  cast  into  malleable  iron,  were 
published  m  the  Philofopfaical  Transactions  for  1791  and  L79& 
▼oImVII.  no.  26.  N- 
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PART  II. 

CRITICAL    ANALYSIS. 


I. 

tacts  aiid  Opinions  cmcerning  Diabetes.  By  John  Latham', 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  Pby- 
sician- Extraordinary  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales.    8vo.    pp.  244.     Murray. 

»  t 

Tt  rarely  happens^  that  we  are  called  npon  to  exercise  our  cri- 
-^  tical  functions  towards  an  author,  who  comes  forward  with  sa 
many  extrinde  and  adventitious  claims  upon  our  attention,  as  Dr 
Latham  possesses.  A  zeal  in  favour  of  the  science  of  medicine, 
often  bears  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  quantum  of  occupation  in  the 
mrt  $  th«  leisure  and  opportunity  of  research  necessarily  diminish 
as  employment  is  increased  ;  and  one  great  motive  to  publica- 
tion, the  desire  of  gaining  public  fame,  is  ateo,  from  the  same 
ckuse,  in  a  great  measure  done  away.  Hence  few  authors  come 
before  us,  who,  in  addition  to  dignities,  such  as  are  enumerated 
in  the  title-page  of  this  work,  can  boast  of  having  been  engaged 
for  a  considerable  period  in  the  superintendence  of  a  large  hos- 
pital in  the  metropolis ;  and  of  having  spent  a  life,  which  **  is 
verging  towards  the  vale  of  years i**  in  a  practice  so  extensive, 
that  they  **  have  long  since  been  raised  into  a  state  of  affluence 
and  independence."    (Dedication^  p.  vi.) 

Had  not  observation  long  ago  taught  us,  that  the  experi^ee 
o\)tained  is  by  no  means  proportionate  to  the  time  and  opportu- 
nities, which  have  been  enjoyed  in  the  pursuit  of  it^  we  should 
bail  the  appearance  of  every  veteran  practitioner  before  our  tri- 
bunal, as  the  benefactor  of  the  medical  art.  But  ^^  barba  non 
facit  phHosophum : ''  age  has  its  vanities  as  well  as  youth  ;  and 
the  vanity  of  worldly  advancement  is  not  more  dignified  or  ra- 
tional, than  the  vanity  of  early  mental  accomplishments.  Whence* 
sdever  it  may  come,  therefore,  the  internal  evidence  of  any  work 
U  the  only  legitimate  ground  for  the  decisions  of  criticism. 
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In  his  dedication  to  Dr  Reynolds,  the  author  explains  the* 
circumstances,  which,  in  the  midst  of  his  successful  car^r,  af- 
^  forded  him  ihe  opportunity  of  writing  his  book  ;  and  both  heret 
dLhd  in  other  parts,  communicates  several  little  points,  which  wil? 
be  useful  to  his  future  biographer.  Upwards  of  two  years  ago^ 
he  was  "  overtaken  by  disease,  "  and  was  attended  by  Dr  Rey- 
nolds and  the  late  Dr  Pitcairn,  and,  during  his  slow  convales- 
cence, by  their  **  joint  advice, "  he  desisted  for  a  time  from^ 
practice. 

"  TheTesoiution,  uader  suclvadvice,  could  not  be  well  delayed,  and- 
I  retired  to  my  own  estate  in  Cheshire,  the  fair  fruit  of  my  professionf 
«1  industry,  &c,  ;-«-but,  instead  of  resuming  the  busy  situation  in  which 
my  health  had  so  severely  suEFered;  and  being  unwilling  to  hazard  the 
convalescence  in  which  I  was  happily  enabled  to  return  to  London,  by 
exposing  myself  at  once  to  the  labours  of  a  very  active  life  again,  I 
in  a  manner  seceded  into  the  west  end  of  the  town,  for  the  purpose  of 
pursuing  my  business  within  a  much  more  contracted  circle."  p.  viii» 

During  this  comparative  leisure,  Dr  Laiham  collected  his 
''  scattered  scraps  upon  diabetes,  a  disease  to  which'  he  had  for 
many  years  very  particularly  directed  hi:>  attention  ^  ^  and,  with 
the  translations  and  speculations  hereafter  to  be  noticed,  he  com- 
posed this  volume.  Although  def^titute  of  any  division  iiito  chap- 
ters or  sections,  and  sent  forth  without  either  index  or  table  of 
contents,,  it  nevertheless  possesses  a  sort  of  arrangement  under 
tliree  heads.  The  fkst  of  these  contains  a'histbry  of  the  opinions* 
of  some  preceding  writers  on  the  subject  of  diabetes  ;  the  second 
comprehends  the  **  opinions"  or  hypothesis  of  the  author,  rela- 
tive to  the  nature  or  proximate  cause  of  the  disease ;  and  the 
third  includes  the  •*  facts,  "  or  cases  of  dia'betes,.  which  have  oc- 
carred  under  Dr  Latham's  oBscrvatiori.' 

Before  we  enter  upon  any  analysis  of  the  worTc,  we  may  men- 
tion, that  the  author  repeatedly  tells  us,  that  he  has  been  weav- 
ing hypodieses  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  diabetes  for  many 
years  (p.  96) ;  that  he  Has  again  and  again  ''abandoned  his  own' 
opuiions  as  ftUile  and  insufficient,  *'  (p.  109)  ;  that  he  has  '^  beei^ 
moving  as- it  were  in  a  circle  for  many  years,  and  has  vadilatl?d>' 
from  point  to'  point,  "^  &c.  (p.  1 26) ;.  so  that  we  db  not  wonder 
that,  after  all  this' fruitless  expenditure  of  thought,  he  is  now  ra* 
tlier  iearfiil  that  his  '^'opinions  may  be  treated  as  trifling, "  and- 
may  subject  him  to  critical  chasli^ement ;  against  which  we  giv6 
the*  following  salvo  as  a  specimen  of  his  adult  taste. 

"  But  to  deprecate  this,  you  will  see,**  He  observes  to  Df  Rfeynolds^ 
*^  that  I  have  hit  upon  the  expedient  of  nrt/uUj/  introducing,  almost 
nt  the  commencement  of  the  b6ok,  a  few  bold  associates, .  who,  as 
strenuous  and  steady  champions,  will  stand  tolerably  well  against  the 
first  brunt  of  the  battle ;  aftd  if  they  do  not  avert,  they  will  at  leoal 

K  2^ 
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The  foUowfng  sentence  may  be  literal ;  it  is  certaidly  absurd^ 
mxid  faulty  in  construction.  '*  Hence,  it  seems  to  me,  that  Dia- 
betes has  acquired  its  name,  being  a  kind  of  siphrm^  hf  reason  of 
vAich  THE  WAT£R  connot  remain  in  the  boifyf  but  makes  use  of 
3IAN  as  a  passaf^efor  its  egress. "  Query,  is  the  disease  a  siphon  ? 
or  the  patient  ?  and  from  whence  does  thevnUer  effect  its  egress» 
vhen  it  **  makes  use  of  man  as  a  passage  ?  "  It  is  true  that  the 
word  iit^inf  is  used  metaphorically  for  a  tube  or  Siphon  $  but 
Dr  Latham,  by  the  words»  *^  being  a  kind  of  siphon,  "  is  trans- 
lating «JMr«y  r«  ^MtCurnrufyy  *<  perinde  ac  si  pertranseuntem  dixeris  " 
as  it  is  commonly  rendered  ;  and  by  *<  the  water,  "  rl  vyf«v,  thft 
**  humour  "  or  moisture  of  the  body.  Literally,  we  apprehend, 
the  sentence  runs  thus.  ^^  Hence  the  appellation  of  diabetes 
seems  to  me  to  have  been  given,  as  if  it  were  something  passing, 
through,  because  no  humour  will  remain  in  tlie  body,  but  per- 
meates the  man  to  its  egress. " 

We  pass  some  other  obscurities,  to  notice  what  we  conceive 
to  be  a  gross  misrepresentation  of  Trallian,  arising,  not  only. 
from  misconception  of  the  language,  but  from  ignorance  or  in* 
attention  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Gtdenical  school,  which  Tral* 
lian  espoused.  Dr  Latham's  version  is  as  follows.  Having  men- 
tioned the  symptoms  and  appellations  of  tlie.  disease,  the  writer 


**  It  arifeB  as  well  from  the  weaknefs  of  the  retentive  power  in  the 
kidneys,  as  from  theilrength  of  the  attraftive  power,  which,  on  account 
of  the  heat  of  the  fyftem,  necefTarily  draws  beyond  meafure,  not  only  the 
motfture  that  is  in  the  veins,  but  that  a)fo  of  the  whole  body  ;  wherefore 
id  this  heat  then  xioe  find  that  dyscrasy  must  be  the  direct  consequence  ; 
and  the  whole  method  of  cure  will  therefore  confift  in  animating  and  in- 
vigorating the  fyftem. "  p-  33. 

'  Now,  according  to  any  system  of  principles,  this  inference, 
from  the  premises  nere  stated,  is  unintelligible.  But,  according 
t6  the  Galenical  doctrine  of  temperament  and  intemperies  (tfilrH. 
and  ivcrxfa<rU)f  which  constitute  the  modifications  of  health  and 
disease,  and  consist  in  the  due  proportion  of  the  four  humours, 
and  their  qualities  of  hot,  cold,  dry,  and  moist,  and  in  the  ex- 
cess or  defect  of  some  one  of  these,  respectively, — the  inference 
of  Trallian,  when  correctly  translated,  is  clear  and  rational.  He 
says  **  there  are  two  circumstances  in  the  condition  of  the  kid- 
neys which  give  rise  to  diabetes ;  namely,  the  weakness  of  the  re- 
tentive power,  and  the  strength  of  their  attractive  power,  which 
last  originates  from  excess  of  heat:  wherefore"  he  infers,  (we  here 
translateli  terally )  *  *  it  is  necessary  to  oppose  this  inteniperies  (theheat  )i 
and  thus  the  whole  method  of  cure  will  consist  in  refrigerating  and 
strengthening  the  system. "     That  is,  we  must  reduce  the  heat 
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ivhicb  aagmcnts  the  attractive  power,  and  invigorate  the  nseatc^* 
^iess  of  the  retentive  power.  *     This  may  excite  some  doubt,- 
Tiotwithstanding  the  assertion  that  our  author  '*  has  long  been 
in  the  habit  of  tracing  the  disease  in  the  earliest  writers,  *'  whe- 
ther  he  is  really  famihar  with  ancient  medical  opinions :  a  doubt- 
which  is  somewhat  increased  by  his  expression  of  surprise  which 
the  recent  perusal  of  Galen  has  called  forth,  and  the  confessioR^ 
which  follows.     **  And  indeed  throughout  the  whole  treatise, '' 
Dr  L.  exd»ms,  '*  it  is  wonderf'td  to  observe  the  accuracy  with* 
which  Galen  handles  this  subject  of  urines :  and  on  Teading 
it,  I  coifld  dot  but  reproach  myself  for  the  n^lect  with  which, 
in  common,  I  fear,  with  many  other  physicians,  I  have  treat* 
qdit."    p.  JS.  ... 

Dr  LaUiam  however  tliinks,  (and  we  perfectly  .coincide  with 
him  in  the  opinion),  that  it  would  be  **  waste  of  Jabour  to  copy 
farther  from  the  more  ancient  Fathers. of  medicine^  "  and  there^ 
6>re  he  descends  at  once  to  Willis.  He  copies  the  whok  of  this, 
writer's  '^  invaluable  treatise, "  .which  he  prefaces  by  an  eulogium 
on  his  character,  and  a  brief  sketch  of  his  life,  **  in  the  hope, 
that  when  the  name  of  NVillis  is  hereafter  mentioned,  he  may 
sometimes  also  be  consulted.  '*  This  seems  to  imply  that  Dr 
Latham 'has  now  consulted  him  for  the  first  time  j  but  the  insi-| 
nuation  is  altogether  unjust,  in  regard  to  pliysicians  of  any  pre- 
tension to  medical  research  and  erudition.  We  apprehend,  how- 
ever, that  tlie  very  "  abundant  store  of  theoretical  information  *** 
which  calls  forth  a  part  of  Dr  Latham's  admiration,  is  the  prin-' 
cipal  cause  of  the  neglect  with  which  the  writings  of  Willis  have' 
often  been  treated.  He  was,  doubtless,  the  first  author  who  no- 
ticed the  saccharine  quality  of  the  urine  in  diabetes  ^f  but  his 
absurd  chemical  humoral  hypothesis,  pf  the  '^  dyscrasy  of  the 
nervous  juice, "  the  sourness  of  the  excrementitions  numours 
dissolving  the  **  liquor  of  the' blood  into  too  great  a  serosity,  ^ 

I    *»      I  ■  111  ■  II  ,     ■   ,     ^m,       m 

( 

*  The  following  are  the  words  of  Trallian.     Hiiving  just  mentioned  the  heat^f 
^t^fittco-Mf    he  says,    i*tk  ig   ir^ls  Tatvmv  hiirrx^eit    hi    rifv    ivnt^Hcn'tiu    9^ 

TS.d'1%.  Steph.  1548,  p.  151.  In  translating  this  .pasiiage,  Dr  Latham  has  adopted  tlie 
less  coii\mon  acceptation -of  ihe  word  fvcnfartoi,  when  it  Ls  rendered  by  djfscra^, 
(ugnifying  an  undue  mixture  in  a  com^iound  fluid)  ;  and  be  ^as  used  the  verb  ^Iv^u 
in  the  sense  of  animate,  in  which  it  is  never  employed,  we  believe,  even  mctapho* 
rically. 

f  It  may  be  obwrred,  however,  that  the  urine  had  been  tasted  long  before  the 
time  of  Willis  :  for  Trincavella  d&>cribes  a  case  in  which  a  julepum  rosaoeum  was 
administered ;  and  he  affirms  that  the  urine  had  tlie  same  colour  and  smell  as  the 
jolep,  and  that  some  of  the  atteodauts  who  chose  to  taste  it,  said  that  there  was  no 
change  in  the  flavour.  (De  Rat  Curand.  lib.  z.  cap.  11.)  And  Hercules  Saxonia 
jncntioDS  one  species  of  diabetes,  which  he  thus  defines ;  **  Legitima  diabetes,  e«t 


SOD  Dr  Lsttiain  cm  Diqiit9$»  ^ispM 

jBbc  p.  51,  ftre  about  as  **  invaluable  **  as  the  attractions  of  &e 
kidnies,  &c  in  Galen  and  Trallian. 

We  cannot  comf^ment  Dr  Latham  on  fais  translation  ^9tn  of 
Willis;  since  it  is  repkce  with  ineleganeei  and  often  incorrect 
in  the  structure  and  idiom  of  the  language.  He  tells  us,  for  is* 
stance,  that,  in  order  <*  that  the  UomI  may  be  kepi^hom  coagii- 
iating,  odier  humours,  both  fimm  without  and  withmi  wresemd 
into  it^ "  p.  is.  In  the  following  passage,  surely  there  u  nM 
only  gross  inekganoe,  but  a  misGoneeption  of  the  anthor^s 

meaning. 

• 

^  If  there  eyer  was  any  disease  like  to  Diabetes,  it  was  one  which 
TCRNBD  INWARDS,  fhst  u,  It  Wss  One  tohere  the  blood,  meUed  into 
aerosity,  poured  out  its  meltings  into  the  whole  of  the  body  *  for  suck 

'was,  without  doiibt,  that  ferer  which  was  formerly  epidemic  in  Eng- 
land, cdled  the  Sweating  Sickness;  where  (in  England?)  the  bloo4 
Wfebing  into  a  sort  qftoater^  poured  forth  into  the  pores  of  the  body, 

'«ven  at  the  expense  of  the  Titi|l  nutisment  itself,  every  sort  of  hu- 
mour both  useftd  and  otiherooiset  to  he  thence  dasofasirged  by  sweat.  ** 

Now,  we  conceive  Aat  Willis  did  not  intend  to  say  that  the 
sweating  sickness  turned  iimards^  but  that  it  was  a  diabetes  in- 
verted^  as  it  werc^  or  occurring  in  a  contrary  wayg — the  liquami^ 
na  of  the  solids,  and  the  serosity,  passing  in  the  one  case  by  the 
kidnies  and. ureters,  and  in  the  other  by  the  pores  of  the  skin* 
*^  Si  morbus  Diabeti  similis  sed  inversus  (scilicet  in  quo  sanguis, 
jn  serositates  exsolutus  llquamina  sua  in  totum  corpus  profude*, 
rit)  uspiam  ullus  occurrit^  procul  dubio  erat  febris  olim  epidemi- 
ca.  Sudor  Anglicusdieta,  &c.  '^  (Willis,  PharmaceuL  Ri^onaL 
Sect.  IV.  Cap.  a.)    - 

In  stating  the  case  of  a  nobleman,  who  had  had  previous  at- 
tacks of  diabetes,*  from*  which  he  had  recovered,  but  i)ras  at 
length  seized  with  fainting,  vertico,  cramps,  and  other  nervous 
symptoms,  Dr  Latham  makes  Willis  subjoin  the  folk>wing  ob- 
servation. '  ^      . 

^  Then,  when  by  the  uie  of  proper  medicines,  these  symplonM^ 

■       • — •  : 

•icfctio  rd  potu1cnt0  pronus,  doo  muUitB  in  odore,  ooloie,  cC  Mrnore,  per  viai 
lotU :  **  but,  like  his  fnend  TrincmveUa,  he  attribuml  the  sweel  «ineu,  colour,  and 
taste  of  die  urine,  to  the  sweetened  ptkan  which  the  patient  had  drunk.  And  it 
•eems  probable,  as  Dr'  dii:dl»tone  rennrk^  that  the  saccharine  beverage  and  diet 
«r  the  Eastern  countries,  and  tbe  constant  cooplojnienl  ^  sweetened  ptiaans  by  the 
JFnncb  and  JtaGan  pbjiiciansY  may  thus  have  prevented  pnctitionen  horn  obeerr- 
ing  the  change  which  the  urine  undergoes  independently  of  the  natareof  the  drinks 
jnt  tia  mantHJo  the  dk>gust  which  most  penons  &el  at  the  idea  o£  tasting  any  thing 
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^tAAA  haveleai  jttsi  ttieiitioiied,  luid  given  waj^-f-lAa^ify  wfaen  the 
^uid  matter  had  overflowed  from  the  fibres  aad  solid  parts  into  the 
bloodt  and  thence  into  the  kidneys  and  nrinary  passfiiges,  the<liabeteti 
Sn  iU  usual  mtmner^  broke  oat  again. " 

Now  the  words  *^  that  is  "  apply  in  fiMt  to  tjhe  *^  usual  man* 
oer ''  in  which  dialietes  occurs*  and  have  nothjng  to  do  with  the 
i«moval  of  the  previous  nervous  symptoms,  as  die  author's  words 
will  evince.  **  Deinde, "  be  says, ''  oum  remedlorum  idoneoruoi 
vau,  praedicta  symptbmata-sanari  videbantnr,  Piahetes  more  so« 
lito  (sciL  materia  4  fibris  et  partibus  solidis  in  sanguinem,  et 
lode  ad  renes  et  vias  urinarias  exondante)  recrtidescebat.  '*  The 
•^liquescence  of  the  aolids  was  not  the  test  of  the  cure  of  iho 
preceding  symptoms,  asDr  I«atham  represent^it,  but  is  Willis's 
theoretical  expression  of  the  recurrence  of  diabetes. 

But  we,  doubtless,  fatigue  our  readers  widi  our  strictures  up« 
-mn  sudi  an  ^ercise,  in  the  scbool-boy  phrase,  (and  who  can 
svoid  thinking  <>f  Ae  school- boy  when  ne  reads  tbes^  transla- 
tions ?)  I  we,  therefore,  wtilingiy  pass  on  to  the  *  opinions '  of 
Dr  Latham,  observing,  by  the  way,  that  he  terminates  his  his« 
tory  of  the  subject,  with  ^me  quotation^  from  Dm  Cullen,  He- 
berden,  and  Rollo,  and  a  paper  of  ,Dr  BaiUie's,  and  with  a  mere 
allusion  to  the  observations  of  DrsOirdlestone  and  Bardsley  re^ 
lativc  to  the  disease.  .We  cannot,  however,  oroii  to  express  our 
admiration  of  the  curious  l<^ac,  by  which  our  author  conchidesy 
that  Sydenham  took  up  the  opinions  of  WUtilt.frotn  ihe  drcum- 
atance  of  his  having  said  nothing  tipon  thesiAjefiL  In  bis  cursor]^ 
observations  on  diabetes,  Sydeiiham  makes  ho  ineiition  of  the 
sweetness  t>f  the  urine;  but  tnat  proves  ndtbiag  against  his  know- 
iei^e  of  it,  says  Dr  Latham;  he  might  ttMuifi  it  useless  to  detail 
what  Willis  had  so  recently  described.      •*•;•• 

^  Indeed  he  could  not  have  omitted  such  a  ^haracteiistic  featnre 
of.  diabetes  as  the  sweetness  of  the  urbe,  whidh  tnust  then  have  been 
faown  to  every  practitioner,  bad  he  considered  It  at  all  proper  to  go 
more  at  large  into  the  facts,  which  Willis  just  before  had  so  fuUy 
demonstrated :  and  xxikat  higher  camfUmenl  could  possibly  be  paid  to 
Dr  Willis,  than  that  his  opinions  mauU  thus  be  subitanUcU^  adopie4 
iif  Sydenham  ?*'    p.  75,  '•   / 

We  cannot  suppress  our  surprise,  that  no  mention  whatever 
is  made  of  Dr  Home  in  this  history  of  opinions  relative  to  dia<- 
betes|  for  be  was  the  first  to  suggest  stronghy  the  probability  of 
Che  beneficial  effects  of  animal  food,  (Dt  HoUo  acknowledges 
the  fact) ;  and  a  dozen  of  pages  in  his  book  contain  more  sound 
reasoning,  more  rational  practical  views,  and  a  n^ore  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  disease,  than  are  to  be  found  in  all  the  atf* 
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rient  writen?  put  toffetber.  •     Bat  probftbly,  h«ad  Dp  Latham' 
been  acquainted  with  his  treatise,  he  would  not  have  quoted  it; 
since  Dr  Home  sets  out  by  ob^rving,  that  **  the  opinion  of  Ga- 
len, of  Aretaeus,  and  of  Wiilia,  scarcely  merits  our  serious  con- 
sideration. " 

Let  .U3  examiinc,  dien^  the  "  opinions"  of  Dr  Latham;  who, 
as  we  bu^e  already  intimated,  has  been  for  a  great  number  of 
years  contriving  hypotheses,  **  vacillating  "  from  one  speculation 
to  another,  and  ^^  abandoning  **  them  all  in  succession,  *^  as  fu- 
tile" and  vain,  p.  109,  &a  But,  **  nildesperandum;  ^*  he  still 
pursued  the  flying  phantom,  and  at  length  succeeded  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  his  fieartj  and  he  now  presents  the  public  and  the 
profession  witii  *^  the  theory,  which,  ^ter  much  condderaiimi^ 
wid  the  speculations  of  many  yearsy  he  has  at  last  been  led  to 
adopt,  '*  p.  108.  It  is  impossible  to  condense  it,  or  to  give  the 
substance  of  it  in  any  words  but  those  of  the  author,  or  to  illus^ 
trate  it  by  any  analogical  considerations;  for 

>*  None  but  lumstflf  can  be  his  parallel.  ** 

We  mujtt,  therefore,. transcribe  at  length  the  two  sentences  in 
which  it  is  developed,  although  they  occupy  upwards  ofjour. 
pages  in  tiie  autb0)r*s  volume. 

"  I  suppose  It  may  be  laid  down  as  an  incontrovertible  truth,  that 
every  thing  containing  sugar  is  capable  of  the  vinous  fermentation, 
or  of  some  process  analogmis  to  it,  in  which  the  oxygenous  principle 
must  necessarily  be  more  or  less  concerned,  I  will  therefore  asstimef 
that  all  matters  capable  of  such  fermentation^  in  as  much  as  they 
contaiti  saccharine  particles,  and  being,  from  some  circumstances  un- 
knoivn  perhaps  to  us,  very  imperfectly  digested,  and  thence  affording 
an  incomplete  and  insufficient  chyle,  are  not  fuUy  assimilated  when 
they  enter  into  the  general  circulation  with  the  mass  of  blood,  but 
have  their  sugar  so  weakly  and  loosely  oxygenated  as  to  be  again  readily 
evolved  by  the  secretory  action  of  the  kidneysj  not  from  any  fault 
in  the  kidneys  themselv.es,  but  from  the  regular  and  natural  exercise 
of  their  function  in  separating  from  the  impeirfect  blood  such  matters 
as  are  not  properly  combined  with  i%  and  which,  from  such  loose  and 
U7iassimilatcd  cominnaiion,  may  be  considered  as  unsalutary  to  the  ani- 
mal machine.  This  loose  and  impcrfecl  assimilation^  derived  {rom  ve- 
getable aliment,  will  render  the  evolution  of  sugar  more  or  less  easy ; 
and  iyfoe  can  suppose  the  operation  of  the  oxygenous  pririciple  within  the 
body  (and  I  sec  no  violence  in  the  suppobiiion),  then  we  shall  at  once 
admits  that  alimentary  matter,  however  supplied  ( but  that  which  is 


•  Sec  his  *•  Clinical  Experiments,  Histories,  and  Dissections,*'  pp  515 — 325f 
Edinburgh,  1780.  "^ 


181 L    '  J}t  LBOkkm  on  Diabdes.  20S 

mote  cfpeciaBy  drawn  fitmi  a  Trg«table  oriffin),  niay  very  readUy  be 
.deoompoted  by  Us  tuUraction  ;  for  we  Jinow  that  all  vegetable  acids  out 
of  the  body  lofiDg  this  principle  (and  they  do  lofe  it  in  feveral  me« 
thodt  of  decompoihion),  become  eafily  convertible  into  fubftancea 
Tery  much  differing  &om  thofe  in  their  compound  (late ;  «o,  by  the 
iubtraflion  of  it»  either  during  the  aflimilatory  proccfs,  or  in  ayiyjuiure 
glandular  operation^  (the  combination  with  its  balls,  double^  triple^  or  qua* 
driiple^  being  originaJly  xjoealc)^  chyle,  whether  derived  from  vegetable 
ailment  or  otherwi^ef  becomcB  reducible  to  its  primitive  flate  in  which 
h  exifted  previous  to  its  union  with  the  oxygenous  principle.  And 
as  this  union  in  the  formation  of  all  vegetable  oxyds  is  in  general 
▼eiy  weak,  fo  is  it  confequently  the  more  eafily  broken  :  for  an  origin 
nal  defect  in  the  operation  of  the  digestive  pomersy  zn  irregular  chylijica- 
Uon,  z  fault  in  the  assimilatory  process,  either  as  the  lungs  may  not  fe- 
parate  something  ir^trioas  from  the  neto  made  chyte^  or  impart  something 
salutary  to  it ;  any  or  all  of  thefe  caufes  combined,  may  be  the  means 
of  forming  such  imperfeft  blood,  and  of  rendering  it  fo  eafy  to  be 
reduced  into  its  original  constituent  parts  [is  fugar  one  of  thefe  ?],  that. 
when  it  arrives  at  the  kidneys  (to  fay  nothing  of  any  changes  It  may 
experience  before  it  gets  there)  ^  its  unhealthy  and  imperfe^^  crafis  la 
more  immediately  deilroyed  by  its  becoming  perhaps  a  direct  stimulus 
to  thofe  glands  which  in  an  efpeciat  manner,  zqore  than  any  other 
iecretoiy  organ  in  the  body,  unlefs  we  except  the  lungs,  are  ilifpofed 
to  feparate  every  thing  that  is  not  perfect  or  salubrious  from  the  fyftem ; 
and  it  can  easily  be  conceived^  that  there  nuzy  be  this  imperfe6l  crafis  of 
the  blood,  this  lax  cohesion  of  its  conflituent  parts,  in  very  different 
degrees,  as  is  obfervable  in  dropfy,  fea-fcurvy,  chlorofis,  and  feveral 
other  difeafes  ;  fo  that  not  only  may  it  exift  where  little  of  vegetable 
nutriment  has  been  taken,  and  confequently  where  but  little  fugar 
can  be  produced,  but  where  animal  matter  atone  has  been  eaten  ;  and 
that  the  blood,  under  either  of  t^cse  circumftances,  may  therefore  be 
fo  deficient  in  its  constitution  as  to  be  too  readily  decompofed,  or  have 
been  elaborated  in  such  a  manner  as  at  lad  to  have  become  fo  effete  as 
to  contain  nothing  in  it  from  which  the  fyftem  can  be  nourished  or  sup* 
ported  at  alL^'  p.  97 — loi. 

And  thus  this  luminous  hypothesis,  which  •commenced  upon 
the  principle,  that  the  dyscrasy  of  diabetic  blood  originated  from 
Tegetable  oxyd  or  saccharine  matter,  ends  in  the  admission,  that 
it  may  exist  where  no  vegetable  matter  is  eaten  {  admirable  con- 
sistency !  In  truth,  the  whole  theory  is  so  logical,  so  philoso- 
phical, so  justly  constructed  on  the  basis  of  sound  observation  ; 
so  far  removed  from  every  thing  that  is  gratuitous  or  assumed, 
that  it  bids  defiance  to  all  comment.  We  can  only,  therefore, 
request  our  readers  to  unite  with  us  in  admiration  of  this  subtle 
exertion  of  intellect,  the  happy  result  of  the  labour  of  **  more 
than  twenty- five  years !  "  p.  95. 
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Perfect,  howeTer,  and  incapable  of  ikrtlier  addition,  as  thia 
theory  might  seem  to  be,  something  still  remains  to  render  it 
complete :  For,  although  we  have  seen  how  the  blood  is  in  an 
4mkntnffn  state  of  dyscrasy,  and  ikerefbrey  easily  separated  into 
file  sugar  and  other  substances  which  are  itti  constituent  parts  ^ 
although  the  kidneys  are  obviously  proved  to  be  *^  the  great  cor^ 
servatars  cfthe  animal  mackine,  **  since  they  ^*  remove  from  it  such 
substances  as,  no  longer  remaining  in  a  state  of  healthy  union^ 
would  be  destructive  to  the  svstem, "  (p.  104),  untH  die  system 
U  destroyed,  by  the  removal  ^  every  thing  from  the  blood  bv 
which  it  "  can  be  nourished  and  supported  at  all ; "  and  aitfaous^ 
the  oxygenous  principle  is  probably  *^  the  bond  of  ttni<Mi»  tM 
loificulum  cok<cswni$y "  which  prevents  such  decomposition,  yet 
is  the  theory  incomplete. 

<<  Yet  I  think, "  fays  Dr  Latham,  '<  tberr  it  another  principle 
which  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning,  with  which  the  ozygenoot  may 
■vtrypOioUif  combine,  to  ftrengthen  that  union,  and  thereby  more  firm- 
ly  to  conned  or  bind  together  the  itjotsre  of  the  circulating  ^nfdlf ;  ami 
here  I  feel  that  I  am  treading  upon  very  delicate  ground^  and  confe- 
quently  advance  with  diffidence  ;  but  I  look  to  the  liberality  of  ray 
leaders,  and  hope  for  their  candid  judgment.  '* 

Now  to  the  supplementary  theory,  gentle  reader  ; 

**  Hue  ades,  hac  animo  eoncipe  diela  tuo.'" 

^<  Whoever  confiders  that  Phofphoric  Acid  formt,  with  partieaJit 
tubstancesy  a  very  great  portion  of  all  the  faline  matters  commonly 
found  in  urine,  muft  be  very  forcibly  ft  ruck  with  the  important  faA. 
of  the  abfence,  or  at  leaft  the  paucity  of  fuch  faitt  in  Diabetic  urine. 
Experiments  nwx^^Jrom  time  to  timep  be  fucceflively  made,  to  afcer* 
tain  the  proportion  '  of  phofphoric  acid  wanting  in  the*  animal  lluidi, 
and  particularly  in  the  blood  of  thofe  who  labour  under  a  Diabetic 
difeafe ;  but  confidering  that  fuch  (animal)  fubftanoes  only,  as  in  a 
more  efpecial  manner  are  known  to  yield  phofphorus,  have  hitheito 
proved  eftcacious  m  checking  the  pvogreft  of  the  difeafe,  which  I 
Aall  abundantly  ftiaw  at  I  go  ak>ng  with  tbefe  pages  |  and  confider. 
ing,  too,  that  the  deftmftion  of  parts,  eipeeially  the  aheoiar  pneeuei^ 
with  the  fangs  of  the  teeik  contained  therein  (as  is  very  coaunon  ia 
Diabetes),  may  proceed  Jrom  the  absortenU^  TAaiaa  whcrsvuk  thbt 
CAN  FIND  IT  THAT  psiNCiPLB,  (Phofphoric  Acid)  ''-.[moft  intelli* 
gent  vellels !]  "  which  may  be  more  particularly  wanted  to  five  imme>» 
aiate  tone  andjirmness  to  the  circuUtingjffttiflb  ;  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  fome  ftrefs  may  be  laid  upon  this  opinion,  and  fome  hypothefis 
favourable  to  the  present  improved  treatment  of  Diabetei  founded  theie* 

on.      I    AM  NOT  VERY  FOND   OF   THEORETICAL    REFINEMBNTS  IN  Mx^ 

DIC1NE,    and   confequently   cannot  draw   from   fiich   any  fattsfadory 
anological  inference ;  yet  I  think  it  will  not  be  denied  me,  that  the 
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JPhotphoric  Acid  maypoaiify  pai$est  tome  infUseneB  in  die  proimdhm  of 
diis,  as  well  as  of  some  other  diseases ;  for  being  in  exceu,  toe  kwmr 
that  it  will  eren  dissoire  tbe  phosphate  of  lime  i  and  thence  probably 
may  it  occasion  that  softness  and  flexibility  of  bone  which  coinmonly 
obtains  in  rachitis :  and  if  I  am  allowed  to  employ  the  argument  (1  if, 
respecting  Phosphoric  Acid,  from  the  probabk  excess  of  it  in  rachitisy 
€eriainly  may  I  assume  something  from  the  defect  or  want  of  the  phos* 
phoiic  principle,  which  is  so  very  evident  in  Diabetes ;  for  if  the  agen* 
6y  of  it  in  any  one  disease  can  be  allowed,  the  absence  of  such  agency 
may  tneB  be  entertained  as  a  probable  cause  in  another.  I  know  not  how 
to  press  the  argument  in  a  more  substantive  shape  farther,  as  the  truth 
or  fidsity  of  it  must  depend  so  muck  upon  future  experiment.  But  I 
consider  it  as  entitled  to  some  consideration,  assuming  tt»  *'  &c«  Sec 

^  Such  then  is  the  substance  of  the  Theory  of  Diabetes,  which,  afi 
far  muck  coadderation,  and  thm  spbgulations  or  ktany  tkar%  Ihavi' 
AT  LAST  been  led  ta  adopt !  **    p.  104 — T0&. 

We  should  be  glad  to  be  informed,  what  notion  Dr  Latham 
entertains  of  the  nature  and  objects  of  a  theory.  Does  he  con- 
aider  it  as  a  mere  frc^c  of  fancy,  not  to  be  deduced  from  experi-^ 
msnt  already  made,  but  to  be  tried  hy/tUure  experimenty-— not  tc^ 
be  founded  upon  what  is  knawrtf  but  upon  what  '*  may  be  con« 
ceived,''  and  **  supposed,  *'  and  **  assumed/' — upon  what  is  onlj 
••  probable, '^  or  even  "  possible," — nay,  upon  what  is  avowedly 
^  unknown  to  us  ?  '^  Does  he  believe  that,  having  borrowed  a 
|eW  terms  and  phrases  from  the  vocabulary  of  the  mechanist  and 
die  chemist,  be  has  transferred  their  experimental  knowledge  to 
die  science  of  animal  life  f  Does  he  beheve,  that  if  he  had  oeexi 
straining  his  intellect  for  twice  ^  twenty-five  years, "  in  raking^ 
together  a  few  loose  analogies,  from  the  mixture  of  oil  and  honev^ 
and  mucikige(p.  102),  from  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  acid^-f 
or  any  such  processes,  that  he  could  thus  ascertain  the  nature  of 
die  operations  of  the  living  body,  and  the  essential  changes  that 
constitute  disease  i  Lei  hita  lodi  to  the  speculations  of  i^ysicis* 
ans  for  two  thousand  years  back ;  let  him  contemplate  the  asceiH 
dancy  and  the  utter  downfal  of  the  hypothesis  of  the  '^  wondeVB^ 
fill  '*  Oaleo,  and  his  thousands  of  followers,  if  his  own  under* 
standing  do  not  point  out  the  futility  of  such  an  abuse  of  laxt* 
ffuage  and  common  sense*  It  is  to  such  absurd  substitution  of 
ftypothesis  for  experience,  that  the  slow  progress  of  true  medical 
science  is  to  be  attributed  f  as  well  as  the  derision  which  bo^  the 
art  and  its  professors  have  constantly,  and  in  some  measure  just* 
ly,  endured:  for  ignoranoe,  conjecture,  uncertainty  in  prcmiosis^ 
and  mistake  as  to  events^  are  the  necessary  consequences  ofbuild* 
ing  on  hypothesis,  instead  of  patiently  investigating  the  phenoN 
PMna of  natttrsr    **  Homines impetu ({uodam waixm^ '^  touse the 
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words  of  Bagllvi,  *'  ac  velot  pro  arbitrio  de  eadem  disserere,  non 
miror  postmodum  si  et  falsas  inde  deducant  conclusiones»  et  cih- 
ratipnes  morborum  talibus  innixas  conclusionibus,  ex  veto  non 
respondeant;  miror  tamen  quod  tarn  ieviter  causas  errorum,  ex- 
inde  provenienthim,  artfs  inconstantice,  ut  aiunt,  atque  incerti- 
tudini,  non  yeroprarpusiens  suis  argumentandi  speculandique  mO" 
tits  attribuant.  Quibus  certe  de  causis  factum  est  hodie,  ut  mul- 
ti  incertani  pronuncient  Medicinam»  alii  prop^osticandi  doctri- 
Xiam  deridcant,  &c. ; — mulli  nil  crcdant  Antiquis,  et  Recentio- 
ribus  nimium,  multi  neutris  omnino. " — De  Impedimeniis  qua» 
Medicor.  Sec  retardarunt.     Cap.  iii.  §  3. 

Dr  Latham,  however,  ha»  not  yet  done  with  the  recital  of  hia 
speculations;  iJl)r  he  goes  on,  through  twenty  pages  more,  pardy 
enlarging  upon  the  foregoing  theory,,  and  partly  detailing  other 
'^  opiaions, "  which  he  will  not  call  **  idk  lucubrations,  since 
they  have  been  a  source  of  active  contemplation  for  his  mind 
during  a  very  long  period,** — in  order  **  that  the  doctrine  of 
Diabetes^  now  embraced  by  him,  may  not  seem  to  have  been 
espoused,  without  evincins  a  good  deal  of  previous  invcstigatiotty " 
p.  115.  But  we  have  dwelt  already  much  too  long  upon  this 
notable  theory,-  *'  which  be  has  now  at  last  presumed  to  aisclosej'* 
(ibid.)  and  shall  not  consume  more  of  our  time  in  relating  bis 
analogical  speculations  relative  to  the  excessive  *'  excrementitious 
secretions"  in  diarrhoea,  cholera,  and  ptyalism.  And  as  to  the 
farther  proofs  which  he  is  anxious  t  a  adduce,  of  the  long  and 
unremitting  exertion  of  intellect  which  the  invention  of  this  ini- 
mitable hypothesis  has  cost  bim^  they  might  have  been  omitted, 
without  any  disparagement  to  his  sagacity ;.  or  the  hypothesi^^^ 
itself  should  not  have  befien  promulgated. 

-^ —  *<  vis>  Mftinerce,  poeta  vSderu 
Quicquid  vis,  esto,  dummodo  nil  recites.  **    Marv. 

Had  Dr  Latham  been  as  anxious  to  observe  with  accuracy  the 
phenomena  and  progress^ofthe' disease,  as  to  exercise  his  imagi- 
nation in  building  hypotheses,  the  abundant  opportunities  which; 
he  has  possessed,  nvight  surely  have  enabled  htm  to  collect  some- 
thing valuable  in  a  practical  point  of  view.  For  it  appears,  that 
at  least  Ji^y-one  cases  of  diabetes  have  occurred-  under  Ms  eye, 
during  the  periods  of  his  pupiHage  and  subsequent  practice. 
But  of  these,  only  two  or  three  are  detailed  at  any  l«igth,  and 
the  remainder  are  described  in  the  compass  of  a  few  iines,  or 
barely  mentioned :  of  some  scarcely  any  notes  seem  to  have  been 
taken ;  and  all  the  documents  illative  to  others,  consist  of  a  few 
pencil  marks  on  the  backs  of  letters^  (p.  14-3,  i62.)  Nor  are 
the  details,,  in  the  few  instanoes  where  mch  are  given,  alwa}** 
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confiocd  lo  the  circumstances  of  importanee  in'  thig  diliease.  The 
eases  are  stated  in  chrotiola^ical  order,  respecting  the  accuracy  of 
which  the  Doctor  sometiuies  expresses  his  doubts ;  and  they  in- 
vade an  account  of  many  circumsiances  of  hift  professional  ca-^ 
reer,  such  as  his  attendance  on  the  Radcliife  Infirmary,  his  elec- 
tion as  physician  to  the  Infirmary  at  Manchester,  afterwards  to 
St  Bartholomew's  Hospital  in  London,  &c.  &c.  Neverthele^ts,- 
the  author  twice  apologizes  for  the  irksomeness  of  such  long  de- 
tails, akhou^h  he  discovers,  at  the  conclusion  of  them,  that  *^  to 
liave  described  that  which  has  had  actual  existenee,  is  much  bet- 
ter than  to  have  speculated  upon  probabilities  "  (p.  200) :  a  dis- 
coirery  which,  it  were  lo  be  wished,  that  he  had  made,  not  only 
before  he  composed  the  former  portion  of  this  *  volume,'  but  be* 
fore  he  began  to  collect  the  histories  of  disease. 

It  appears,  though  not  always  clearly,  that,  of  the  Jbrt^-one' 
cases  described  or  mentioned  by  Dr  Lailiam,  nineteen  died  ;  nine 
^ere  not  cured,  but  some  of  them  relieved ;  six  were  not  seen 
frequently,  and  their  termination  was  unknown  ;  and  seven  are 
stated  to  have  terminated  favourably.  Two  of  the  last,  however, 
occurred  within  th^  present  year,  and  therefore  the  pcrmanen* 
cy  of  the  cure  is  somewhat  doubtful ;  and  in  one  (the  first  case 
jpelated  by  Dr  Latham),  although  great  amendment  was  observed, 
the  absolute  cure  was  not  ascertained.  In  this  case  the  amende* 
ment  was  spontaneous,  or  at  leabt  independent  of  medicine,  and 
was  attributed  by  the  patient  to  profuse  perspirations,  occasion- 
ed by  exercise  in  the  labours  of  the  field,  which  he  gradually 
brought  himself  to  bear.  "  Had  we  been  then, "  Dr  Latham 
remarks,  **  as  convinced  of  the  efficacy  of  animal  Jbod  in  dia- 
betes as  we  now  are,  we  should  probably  have  thought  that  the 
provincial  diet  of  that  district  mi^ht  possibly  have  contributed 
to  his  relief,  for  the  poorer  sort  of  labourers  usually  lived  upon 
a  large  onion^  (what  species  of  animal  is  this.?)  with  fat  bacon, 
and  no  great  portion  of  bread. "    p.  137. 

The  treatment,  adopted  in  the  early  ca^es  of  diabetes,  record- 
ed by  Dr  Latham,  is  never  mentioned.  In  the  eighteenth  case, 
the  author  **  finds,  by  a  memorandum  on  the  back  of  his  let- 
ter, "  that  the  infusion  of  cascarilla,  with  oxymel  of  squills,  and 
tincture  of  cardamoms,  was  prescribed  without  benefit  to  the 
patient;  and  that,  six  weeks  afterwards,  a  grain  of  calomel  each 
night,  with  a  tea-spoonful  of  equal  quantities  of  the  compound 
spirit  of  ammonia,  and  the  camphorated  tincture  of  opium,  was ' 
ordered  lor  him ;  during  the  use  of  which,  together  with  some 
tpnics,  he  recovered.  jDr  Latham  thinks  that  the  benzoat  of 
ammonia,  formed  by  the  mixture  of  these  two  liquids,  *'  mi(rht> 
have.spnM^thing  to  do  in  l^s  relief!  "    Subsequently  lu  tho  pub- 


/ 

i. 


209  >    Ehr  Latham  on  Dii^eia^  ipril 

Kcation  of  Dr  Hollo's  work,  Dr  tiatbani  has  had  reooimie  to  the 
animai  diet,  wiib  ehalybeatcs,  especiaNy  the  green  mzxtare  of 
Griffiths,  mediciQally ;  and  in  the  last  few  cases  that  have  oo 
curred,  he  has  Ukewise  employed  the  phosphoric  acid,^  *^  ih  doses 
from  ten  to  twen^  drops  or  more  in  commcMi  water  three  times 
a-tiay.  **  Thi»  tnedicine  appears  to  hate  dimthished  the  thirst ; 
but  whether  the  water  alone,  or  mixed  with  any  other  acid» 
might  not  hare  effected  the  same  purpose,  or  whether  the  disease 
was  in  any  degree  alleviated  by  it,  is  somewhat  problematical. 

With  respect  to  the  animal  diet,  however,  it  does  not  appear 
to  us  that  Dr  Latham  always  enjoined  a  sufficiently  strict  ex* 
elusion  of  substances,  containing  saccharine  matter,  or  its  ele- 
ments.   Milk,  and  even  asses'  milk,  was  largely  permitted  iir 
Ssneral.    ^  I  enjoined  him  a  strict  animal  dietr**  ^js  the  au« 
or,  in  one  case,  **  wth  as  much  milk  €LS  he  chose^  **  (p*  5S.p 
In  another,  **  he  tooV.fi  eely  and  largely  of  mitkj  both  n^kt  and 
dajff  to  which  he  latterJy  added  mutton  suet ;  and  his  tnore  sub- 
stantial meats  consisted  of  animal  food,  with  a  very  small  qiian* 
tity  of  breads "  (p.  Ii9.)    In  another,  a  gentleman  took*  PesomUr 
eF  cow's  milk  and  one  pint  of  asses'  milk  eyerj  day,  toki  '*  a- 
few  thin  slices  oi bread  in  the  afternoon,  (p.  185.)    Now,  it  b  ccN 
tain  that  milk,  and  the  milk  of  asses  more  particularly,  contains^ 
a  considerable  quantity  of  saccharine  matter  %  and  as  to  bread,  it 
has  been  found  more  Uable  to  induce  a  recurrence  of  sweet  urine 
than  the  ordinary  vegetable  diet,  such  as  brocoli^  spinage,  cauli« 
flower,  cabbage,  &c»    '*  When  these  vegetables  have  been  safe* 
ly  taken,  a  return  to  a  very  small  quantity  of  bread, "  Dr  RoUa 
remarks,  ^  has  reproduced  the  saccharine  matter  in  the  urine^ 
and  the  general  symptoms  of  distress,  as  thirst,  &c. "    (RoOo^ 
second  edit.  p.  405.)    In  one  of  the  cases  related  by  Dr  Latham 
himself  (p.  17(^),  milk  rendered  the  urine  sweet;  and  thesweet- 
ness  in  the  same  patient  was  reproduced,  after  having  disap- 
peared,  by  eating  the  rind  of  an  apple.     So  small  is  the  admuD- 
ture  of  vegetable  matter  which  in  some  eases  aggravates  the  dis- 
ease, or  even  induces  its  recurrence ! 

Dr  Latham  has  not  had  recourse  to  some  other  modes  of 
practice  which  have  occasionally  proved  successful  r  such  as  the 
free  exhibition  of  Dover's  powder,  by  which  two  cases  were 
cured  by  Dr  M^Cormick  (Duncan's  Med.  Com.  Vol.  X.),  and 
one  by  Mr  Werner,  who  united  with  it  the  use  of  the  warm* 
bath,  (Lond.  Med.  Journal,  Vol.  XL  p.  221.);  theemplwrnent 
of  cinchona,  uva  ursi,  and  opium,  as  employed  by  Dr  Ferriar 
with  so  much  success,  that  he  had  not  been  induced  to  resort  to 
the  plan  of  Dr  RoUo,  (see  his  Essav  on  Digitalis) ;  or  the  de- 
pletmg  methdd  of  Dr  Watt  of  l^ai^ley,.  now  of  Glasgow,  whick 
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Dr  Latham  casnally  mentions  as  havinff  received  some  corrobo^ 
mtion  in  one  instance,  when  it  was  raopted  in  the  Middlesex 
Hospital. 

Very  little  that  is  worthy  of  remark  occurs  in  the  course  of 
the  very  imperfect  detail  of  facts  which  Dr  Latham  has  furnish- 
ed, )and  which  we  must  ascribe  to  the  inaccuracy  of  observation 
made  in  the  hurry  of  practice,  and  the  consequent  '*  imperfect 
condition  of  his  notes. "  In  one  of  the  cases,  the  urine  did  not 
exceed  the  natural  quantity,  but  was  so  excessively  sweet,  *<  that 
it  might  easily  have  been  mistaken  for  thin  syrup ; "  and  upon  e^ 
▼aporation  it  yielded,  in  good  sugar^  at  least  a  sixth  part  of  the 
whole. "  (p.  1 47).  This  change  of  the  quality  of  the  urine,  with- 
out any  increase  of  its  quantity,  has  been  observed  by  other  writ- 
ers ;  and  the  inference  as  to  the  necessity  of  examining  the  urine^ 
in  cases  of  chronic  emaciation,  is  obvious. 

"  Had  not  taste  and  the  subsequent  evaporation  been  employed,  " 
Dr  Lathatm  jnsdy  observes,  **  in  one  of  the  most  remarkable  cases 
which  I  have  enumerated,  the  patient  must  have  sunk  into  his  grave, 
with  his  disease  unknown  to  us ;  he  would  have  been  treated  as  la* 
bouring  under  an  incurable  marasmus,  but  the  true  cause  of  it  would 
not  have  been  ascertained.  Such  cases  having  occurred,  will  induce 
ns,  when  symptoms  even  in  a  remote  degree  seem  to  indicate  any 
thing  diabeted,  not  to  be  too  squeamish  or  fastidious  in  our  inquiries^ 
but  to  examine  every  circumstance  that  can  by  possibility  afford  us 
any  informadon.  **    p.  218. 

This  fact  may  account,  in  some  degree,  for  the  occasional  over* 
sight  of  the  practitioner,  where  diabetes  actually  exists.  A  simi- 
lar oversight  may  likewise  occur,  and  perhaps  does  occur  much 
more  frequendy,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  observation,  in 
the  patients  themselves,  or  in  the  hypothetical  potions  that  they 
are  apt  to  form,  both  of  which  cause  them,  to  misinform  and  mi&r 
lead  their  medical  advisers.  Thus,  not  having  attended  to  the 
changes  in  the  quantity  or  quality  of  their  urine,  (which  have  per- 
haps been  very  gradual) ;  or,  altnough  they  should  have  observed 
these  changes,  yet  having  ascribed  them  to  their  increased  thirst, 
diminution  of  perspiration,  or  the  nature  of  their  diet,  &c.  they 
will  often  actually  deny  their  existence  in  answering  tbejnterro- 
gatories  of  the  physician.  So  difficult  it  is  to  ascertain  the  truth ; 
even  from  those  who  are  most  interested  in  communicating  it  f 
This  is  not  a  mere  supposition,  as  every  observing  practitioner 
must  be  convinped  from  repeated  experience. ,  We  tlierefore  ac- 
cord with  Dr  Latham  when  he  says,  **  but  I  really  believe  that 
the  diabetes  has  at  all  times  existcxl  m^ich  more  frequently  than 
it  has  been  thought  to  do,  and  that  it  yet  often  exists  where  xt 
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unfortunately  dudes  detection. ''  p.  9012.  Indeed,  in  cue  caae^ 
Dr  Latham  overlooked  the  difeaaei  until  his  organ  of  imellMig  led 
him  to  it,  although  he  acknowlcdees  that  it  was  a  strongly  mark* 
ed  case.  He  had  already  prescribed  for  the  patient,  who  waa 
leaTing  the  room,  when  the  peculiar  hay-like  scent  of  his  person 
inducal  the  Doctor  to  call  hbn  back,  and  reexamine  him,  when 
he  found  his  urine  copious,  pale,  very  sweety  and  yielding  on  e* 
▼aporation  about  a  tenth  of  its  weight  of  su(|ar.  (p.  154-^.) 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  nature  of  thn  olMCure  disease  it 
not  to  be  ascertained  either  by  tmeUing  or  tasting ;  and  it  is  to  ba 
r^retted,  that,  with  the  exception  of  occasional^  evaporating  th» 
urme,  no  ether  ekemieal  test  was  resorted  to  by  Dr  Latham  %  an 
that,  in  truth,  we  are  not  advanced  one  step  in  our  knowledge  of 
diabetes.    Dr  Latham  takes  for  granted  the  eonchiiion  of  Dr 
Bardsley ,  that  the  urea  is  always  absent  from  diabetic  urine  \  al« 
though  Dr  Bostock,  by  a  masterly  analysis,  had  demonstrated  its 
presence  in  the  urine  of  two  patienta,  in  one  of  whom  the  quantU 
ty  of  urea  dischai|^  in  twenty4bnr  hours,  was  douUe  the  qnan* 
tity  usually  discharged  in  health.  *     Neither  is  there  any  novelQr 
in  the  leading  point  of  Dr  Ladiam's  theory,  whickis  a  mere  eom« 
ment  upon  the  notions  of  Dr  CuOen  and  Dr  Home,  and  which 
was  as  explicitly  and  more  distintthr  stated  by  Dr  Marcet,  in  his 
inaugural  thesis,  in  1797.    Indeed  our  author's  only  hopefh>m 
his  mquiries  seems  to  be,  *^  that  some  hypothesis  iavourable  to 
the  present  improved  treatment  of  diabetes  may  be  founded  there* 
on.  ^'  (p^  106).    But  what  advantage  an  hypoUiesis  can  confer  on 
a  known  fact,  we  are  altogether  at  a  k)Ss  to  und^^tatid.    If  any 
person  were  to  fill  a  volume  with  analogies  and  suppositions  **  fa« 
vourable ''  to  the  treatment  of  syphilis  by  mercury,  who  would 
VaXxm  to  him  for  a  moment  ?    Or  if  medical  men  had  content* 
ed  themselves,  on  the  first  employment  of  that  remedy,  vrith 
framing  hypotheses  of  this  sort,  instead  of  e9caminins^  by  repeat* 
ed  and  varied  experiment,  the  efiects  of  it  under  dirorent  forms 
and  modes  of  exhibition,  how  widely  destructive  mi^t  diet  loatb* 
■ome  malady  have  still  been  (  *<  Medicina  non  ingenii  humani  par^ 
tus  est,  bed  temporis  fiiia. ''    Had  Dr  Latham  employed  aH  those 
years  in  accurate  observation,  in  noting  the  whole  phenomena 
and  progress  of  the  disease^  in  all  the  varieties  of  it  which  he  has 
seen,  instead  of  framing  hypotheses  and  collecting  **  scraps,  **  he 
might  have  avoided  the  fate  which  he  too  correctly  prognosticates, 
when  he  says,  ^'  I  fear  I  shall  become  liable  to  the  imputation- 


•  See  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  Vol  VI.  srt  xxL  The  m* 
Mnce  of  vxtik  has  alto  bcten  obfierred  by  Dr  Henry  in  Ainbetic  urint.  See  Or  Fcr* 
4ax'%  Med.  liisL  and  acflcct.  Vol  L  p.  143.  2d  sdit. 
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♦f  either  bsTtng  been  tery  ignorant,  or  rery  inattentive,  in  hay- 
ing drawn  such  little  profit  from  such  very  abundant  experience.  ^^ 
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Medicine f  as  pradieed  Ay  i^sicians^  SurgeoMy  Apcikecaries^ 

Chemishf  Dmggisfe  and  (^eks^  in  the  Metropolis^  and  through'* 

md  the  Country  of  Great  Britain.    By  Jeremiah  Jenkins^ 

Esq.  late  Practitioner  in  Medicine.    Svo.    pp.  140.     Lon- 
don, 1810. 

A  SeUetion  of  Interesting  Cases  in  Swrgerjfi  Medicine^  Midvoiferyp: 
^.  By  a  Society  of  Practical  Pbysictatity  Sargeons^  Apothe-i 
caries,  and  Chemists,  in  London* 

A  JVeatise  on  the  Cauies^  Prevention^  and'Cu^e  of  the  Omits  with 
Remarks  on  the  Eau  MedicinaUp  and  a  comparative  View  qfthe 
State  of  Medicine  in  Great  Britain^  France^  and  Germanjfm 
By  J.  DESOBNETTfi,  C.  M.    pp.  3i.    London,  1810. 

HamiUar  LutrvetUmsJbr  the  Management  of  the  Teeth  and  Gumsf 
in  order  to  prevent  Caries  of  the  Teeth^  audits  consequences  on 
the  general  Health  of  the  Body.  By  J;  P.  Hertz,  Surgeon- 
Dentist    pp.  48.     1810. 

A  Familiar  Treatise  on  Asthma^  Difficulty  of  Breathings  Whee»*' 
i^gf  fVinter- coughs  and  Consumption  of  the  LungSj  containing^' 
with  other  information's  explicit  Directions  for  the  Use  of  the 

Stramonium  Herb.    By Fisher;  Surgeon,  formerly  an 

Asthmatic  Invalid,    pp.42.     3d  Edit.    London,  1811. 

M  PERUSAL  of  the  titles  of  this  incongruotts  group  of  pamphlets^ 
•**^  will  probably  excite  some  Ae^eee  of  surprise  m  our  readers ; 
and  perhaps  they  wiltnot  easily  divine,  how  any  analogy  or  com- 
nion  principle  can  be  discovered,  upon  which  so  many  dissimilar 
subjects,  and  so  many  hitherto  unheard  of  practitioners,  should' 
kappen  to  be  brought  under  our  review  together.  And,  in  truths 
on  a  superficial  view,  there  seems  to  be  as  little  resemblance  be- 
tween an  English  esquire,  a  German  dentist,  and  a  French  C.  M. 
{Charlatan  MalotrUs  or  whatever  else  he  may  be),  as  betweeu' 
jfouty  asthma,  and  carious  teeth.^   Nevertheless,  ^e  do  not  dh^ 
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spair  of  satisfying  the  incredulous  reader  upon  this  head,  and  of 
producing  a  mil  justification  of  our  arrangement  The  dispens* 
ers  of  salve  and  pills  have  commonly  assumed  the  character  of 
mountebanks ;  but  it  would  now  appear  that  the  character  of 
harlequin  is  equally  congenial  with  their  trade.  Indeed  the  ad- 
vantages possessed  by  this  frisking  personage  for  such  purposes 
are  obvious.  For  by  the  aid  of  his  agility  and  borrowed  habili- 
ments, the  Doctor  may  distribute  his  various  unguents  and  his 
roots,  while  his  identity  remains  concealed  from  the  careless  gaze 
of  the  vulgar.  He  obtains  by  these  means  a  sort  of  divisibility 
of  person,  by  which,  contrary  to  the  common  laws  of  matter,  he 
can  act  where  he  is  not,  and  in  several  places  at  the  same  time : 
he  becomes,  in  short,  by  a  polypus-like  propagation,  *^  himself  a 
host, "  being  actually  multiplied  into  <*  a  Society  of  practical  phy- 
sicians, surgeons,  apothecaries,  and  chemists,  "  by  a  mere  exten- 
sion of  his  own  vitality  ! 

How  multifarious  the  advantages  of  this  self-multiplication,  of 
this  plurality  in  unity,  we  need  not  farther  declare ;  the  pamph- 
lets are  sufficiently  illustrative  upon  this  point.  The  office  of  re- 
viewing, puffing,  quoting,  advertising,  and  transcribing,  is  at- 
sumcd  by  each  and  all,  separately  and  collectively,  in  regard  to 
one  another ;  but  the  efforts  of  each  and  all,  somehow  or  other, 
converge  in  one  focus ;  namely,  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
**  Medical  Guide, "  and  other  avowed  productions  of  Doctor 
Richard  Reece,  and  in  a  reference  to  the  chemical  shop  or  shops 
of  Dr  Richard  Reece  I  the  centre  and  parent  stem,  it  should 
seem,  of  this  polypous  society  !  the  harlequin  of  this  medical 
masquerade ! 

None  of  these  pamphlets,  indeed,  are  exactly  what  they  pro- 
fess to  be :  but  they  all  accord  most  accurately,  (often  miracu-** 
k>usly  using  the  same  expressions),  in  the  steady  pursuit  of  several 
specific  objects ;  in  a  systematic  attempt  at  levelling  all  the  dis- 
tinctions of  learning,  philosophy,  and  moral  excellence  in  the 
I  Profession  $  in  a  course  of  abuse  and  calumny  agaiust  all  *'  regu- 
ar  "  physicians,  and  against  several  individuals  in  particular,  both 
physicians  and  surgeons,  who  are  distinguished  by  their  writ- 
ings and  elevated  in  public  reputation ; — in  railing  at  quacks  and 
quackery, — at  Buchan,  Willich,  and  their  domestic  medicine ; — 
and  in  recommending  certain  drugSj  to  be  had  at  the  qforemen" 
tioned  shopSy  for  the  cure  of  gout,  asthma,  carious  teeth,  &c. 
respectively, — and  in  praising  the  superlative  excellencies  of  the 
two  **  domestic  "  treatises  of  the  aforesaid  Dr  Richard  Recce. 

As  an  example  of  the  e£Pectual  scheme  of  mutual  puffing,  con- 
template the  following  round-robin.  Jenkins  begins  (p.  1 .)  by  ex- 
tolling the  *^  Selection  of  Interesting  Cases^  *'  aM  th«  ^*  Monthly 
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Compendium ;  '^  and  he  concludes  by  praisins  the  same  work?^ 
after  having  quoted  and  commended  the  '*  Medical  Guide  "  by 
the  way.  Surgeon  Fisher  lauds  Jeremy  Jenkins,  and  the  **  Me« 
dical  Guide ;  *'  and  at  the  conclusion  advertises  the  said  Jeremy^s 
pamphlet)  with  those  of  Herr  Hertz,  and  Mons,  Desgenette. 
Mons.  Desgenette  again  is  lavish  in  his  approbation  of  the  afore- 
«aid  Jeremiah ;  and  Herr  Hertz«  after  expressing  his  great  obli- 
gations to  the  **  Medical  Guide,  *'  and  referring  to  the  ^<  Medical 
and  Chemical  Hall,"  concludes  with  an  advertisement  of  all  the 
pamphletfl  at  the  head  of  this  article, — of  the  two  *^  domestic  ** 
medical  works,  the  treatise  on  Rhatany  root,  and  the  catalogue 
of  drugs,  of  Dr  Richard  Reece, — ^together  with  ihe  first  ten  num- 
bers of  the  •*  Medical  Observer,"  and  the  Niv)  lestament  J  •  Dr 
Richard  Reece  is  of  course  not  deficient  in  politeness ;  and  in  his 
last  edition  of  the  *^  Medical  Guide, "  as  well  as  in  his  *^  New 
System  of  Medicine,  "  f  he  bears  repeated  testimony  to  the  me- 
rits of  the  •*  Monthly  Compendium,  "  the  "  Selection  of  Inte^ 
resting  Cases, "  &c.  not  forgetting  the  medicine-chests  prepared 
and  sold  by  him  at  the  Chemical  Hall !  Such  is  the  amical)lo 
reciprocity  of  praise,  such  the  unity  of  purpose  which  pervade 
these  various  pamphlets. 


C4 


fades  non  omnibus  una. 


Nee  di  versa  tamen.  ** 

It  may  be  necessary  to  inform  our  readers,  in  order  to  Illustrate 
the  foregoing  statement,  and  to  explain  the  genealogy  of  some  of 
the  works  referred  to,  that  this  gentle  chemist  was  the  prime 
mover  of  a  journal,  called  the  **  Medical  Observer,''  which  was  un- 
fortunately wrested  from  his  hands  by  a  partner,  whom  he  had 
engaged  in  it.  He  then  commenced  another,  under  the  title  of 
die  ^'  Medical  Spectator, "  of  which  a  few  numbers  were  publish- 
ed ;  but  not  exactly  suiting  the  public  taste,  this  journal  was 
given  up,  and  the  numbers  remaining  in  the  publisher's  liands, 
being  bound  up,  were  henceforth  denominatcil,  ^*  A  ^Selection  of 
Interesting  Cases, "  as  above  mentioned :  and  now  a  small  succes- 
sor, under  the  title  of  Monthly  Compendium,  is  carried  on,  con- 
taining analyses  of  Doctor  Recce's  publications,  Dr  Rcece's  cata- 
logue of  drugs,  together  with  a  few  elegant  epistles,  destined  to 
overwhelm  the  reputation  of  those  ignorant  persons,  called  regu- 


*  This  is  appropriate  ;  for  Dr  Richard*s  domestic  medicine,  «  ispubluhcd  chiefly 
for  tlie  use  of  the  clergt/,  under  the  sanction  of  their  Graces  "  three  Arclibi-4iup3| 
and  fourteen  Bishops  ! !    (Med.  Guide,  p.  viii.) 

f  Reviewed  in  our  la&t  Number,  for  January  1,  1811. 
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jar  physicians,  as  if  by  so  many  charges  of  fidminaling  poiv^ 

'der.  * 

Now,  the  pamphlet  of  this  second  Jeremiah  is  avowedly  ^'takeii 
from  a  late  publication,  entitled,  *  A  Selection  of  Interesting 
Cases, '  &c. "  (p.  1.)  i.  e.  it  is  a  second  repetition  of  papers  con^ 
tained  in  the  ^  Medical  Spectator  1 "  It  is  occupied  entirely  with 
strictures  upon  theconductof  the  oolkse  of  physicians,  in  LondoiH 
and  with  an  abuse  of  die  education  otVnedical  men,  as  conducted 
«t  the  English  universities,  and  a  praise  of  apothecaries,  and  of 
the  **  schools  of  pharmacy  and  surgery,''  (see  pp.  S,  14,  1 15^ 
117,  &C.) :  topics  whidi  are  treated  almost  in  the  same  terms  in 
the  **  Medical  Guide,*'  (pref.  x,  xiii,  &c),  in  the  pamphlet 
ascribed  to  Fisher  (p.  33),  and  in  that  with  the  name  of  De»- 
genette  (p.  iii,  &c.)  Jenkins  (p«  1 1 )  and  the  Medical  Guide 
(p.  ix.)  assert,  that  ^'  domesdc  medicine  is  the  parent  of  regular 
medicine  $ " — they  both  complain  of  the  dread&il  adulteration  of 
drugs,  and  agree  with  the  *'  New  System  of  Medicine  "  in  the  re- 
commendation of  Recce  and  Co.'s  shop  as  the  great  repository  of 
genuine  drugs ;  (see  Jenkins,  p.  76,  and  107  $  Medical  Guides 
p.xi.  pref.  and  New  System,  pref.};  and,  among  other  curious  co- 
mcidencies,  both  Jenkins  and  Reece  aver,  that  they  have  had  <*  the 
care  of  a  provincial  infirmary  during  six  years,  "  (Jenk.  p.  64; 
.Med.  G.  p.  xi.) ;  but  in  what  capacity*  they  cautiously  omit  to 
mention. 

The  work  of  M.  Desgenette  curiously  coincides  in  various 
opinions  and  expressions,  with  the  **  Medical  Guide, "  and  the 
/*  New  System,  "  as  well  as  with  the  pamphlets  of  Jenkins  and 
Fisher.  .  With  the  first  (M.  G.  p.  ix.),  it  informs  us  {p.  v.)  that 
physicians  are  the. mere  **  appendages  of  luxury$"  and  that  their 
practice  consists  '*  in  making  inerchandise  of  the  miserable;"  (M* 
G.  p.  xiii.  note;  Desgen.  p.  x.) ;  and,  in  unison  with  all  the  rest^ 
it  levels  its  abuse  at  the  universities,  (p.  iii.  &c.)  Again,  with 
Fisher,  (pref.  i.  anQ  fi.  33.),  and  Jenkins  (p.  15.  &c.],  tt  vents  its 
fury  upon  **  r6gufar  physicians"  (p.  iii.  and  19.),  and  expresses  its 
contempt  of  the.  useless  knowledge  of  tlie  dead  languages,  being 
puzzled  to  discover  what  they  ^*  have  to  do  with  the  practice  of 
medicine, "  (p«  iii.) ;  while  Jeremy  exclaims,  **  Of  all  acquire* 
ments,  sur^  the  knowledge  of  the  dead  langusges  is  the  most  use- 
less I  "  {p^  47.)     Moreover,  this  Mons.  Desgenette  (p.  v.)  and 

— — — —i^M^^— .^—i ^fc— — ♦i— ^»»^l         ■■■■■■■  ■ 

*  We  understand,  too,  that  this  cztraprdinaiy  dnigseUer  has  multiplied  his  Ipcal 
lubitatioos,  as  well  as  his  names ;  and  that  the  inscription  *'  Reece,  Burgess  and 
Co.,  **  whidi  appeared  on  a  shop  in  ParliaxAent  Street,  Westminster,  was  speedil/ 
jeplaced  by  thai  of  **  Foster  and  Co. "  under  which  finn  the  sale  of  the  mcdictDes, 
WiTovkised  by  the  pamphlets  of  Fisher  and  J>ci^enette,  is  carried  oa. 
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Dr  BadMfd  Baeoe  (New  S^tam,  pref)  mooord  in^e  asserdonj 
that  the  name  of  Doctor  **  is  a  title  too  often  assumed  merely  as  a 
claim  to  a  lee ;  '*  they  both  talk  about  **  the  cerebral  system ; '' 
ud  they  both  break  Pritcian's  bead»  in  the  use  of  certain  Latin 
irordiy  aa  thus  ;  **  the  stamina  kngfpensy "  (p.  34.) — '*  die  stamina 
af^  **  min  and  again,  {ibid.)  &c.^— But  we  forbear ; — although  it 
wronld  oe  eaay  to  «tend  this  catak)gue  of  coincidences,  were  not 
the  point  already  established. 

We  have  saia  that  these  pamphlets  are  not  exactly  what  they 
profiesB  to  be.  Instead  of  finding  a  treatise  on  gout,  in  that  which 
bears  the  name  of  Desg^nette,  we  meet  with  a  number  of  loose 
obeervatioBs  respecting  the  eau  medicinaU,  and  many  sneers  and 
^umnioustnsinuations  against  Dr  Jones,  who  introduced  the  me* 
dicine  from  France ;  which  at  leneth  terminate  in  the  assurance^ 
that  the  true  e0u  medkinaU  is  to  be  had  at  the  shop  of  Messrs 
Foster  and  Co. — la  Uke  manner,  the  pamphlet,  signed  by  Fisher, 
CO  far  from  containing  a  ^neral  treatise  on  asthma*  &c.  exhibits 
a  brief  detail  of  a  case,  said  to  be  that  of  the  authoTi  interspersed 
with  malignant  observations  against  regular  physicians  in  general, 
tnit  particularly  against  Dr  Robert  Bree,  the  respectable  author  of 
a  treatise  on  (usordered  respiration,  and  against  Mr  Abernethy^ 
whose  name  is  too  well  known -to  our  readers  to  require  any  com- 
ment from  us.  All  this  terminates  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
stramonium,  and  in  announcing  that  '*  the  prepared  stramoniuni 
and  oxymel  may  be  obtained  of  Messrs  Foster  and  Co.  34,  Par- 
liament  Street,  Westminster. "  (p.  42).  We  have  only  to  add^ 
that  the  pamj^let  attributed  to  Hertz  contains  sixteen  pa^es  of 
Gommon-place  observations  respecting  the  teeth,  for  wnidi  the 
writer  confesses  himself  to  be  indebted  to  the  *'  benevolent  au- 
thor "  of  the  Medical  Guide  $  and  the  most  important  "  instruc- 
tions **  here  delivered  consist  in  recommending,  as  a  tooth-pow- 
der, the  charcoal  made  from  the  areca^  or  beteUput.  The  remain* 
der  of  the  pan^hlet  is  made  up  of  long  cxtcitts  from  Millar,  and 
Gerard,  descriptive  of  this  species  of  palm,  and  of  the  piper  or 
betel-plant ;  a  short  transcript  from  the  **  Medical  Guide ; "  and 
two  or  three  letters.  At  page  xiii,  the  writer  says,  '*  The  arec^ 
xdiarcoal  I  procure  from  No.  20.  Bedford  Street,  Covent  Gar- 
den ; ''  namely,  at  Recce's  shop.  In  tlie  copy  before  us,  this  ad- 
dress is  inserted  in  manuscript. 

We  cannot  conclude,  without  adding  a  few  remarks  on  the  pro- 
ceedings which  we  have  above  developed.  We  trust  that  w^ 
shall  not  be  considered  as  having  compromised  the  respectability 
of  our  critical  function,  by  stoopmg  to  expose  a  system  of  adver- 
4Lisement  and  traffic  which  sets  all  truth,  candour,  and  decorum 
at  defiance,  which  is  pursued  with  a  most  Jesuitical  method  and 
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perseverance ;  and  which,  uniting  caliimny  with  falsdiood,  aims 
at  vilifying  and  degrading  our  art  and  its  honourable  professors 
in  the  estimation  of  the  world.  We  conceive  that,  however  con- 
temptible in  its  origin,  and  however  impotent  in  its  result,  sach 
a  scheme  of  public  deception  and  public  abuse,  such  a  plan  of 
systematic  imposition  and  hypocrisy,  merits  exposure,  and  calls 
for  the  execration  of  every  honourable  mind ;  for  who  can  sop* 
press  the  indignation  that  rises  with  his  contempt,  when  he  de- 
tects a  calumniator,  administering  by  his  sordid  arts  to  the  malig- 
nant passions  of  mankind,  and  at  tlie  same  time  accusing  his  pro- 
fession of  the  highest  illiberality,  (see  Fisher,  p.  11,  &c.);  when 
he  sees  him  me^odically  vilifying  the  titles  of  professional  dig- 
nity, and  at  the  same  moment  assuming  them  as  the  great  engines 
of  his  own  emolument ;  when  he  discovers  the  ungrateful  endea- 
vours by  which  he  would  undermine  the  edifice  tiiat  affords  him 
subsistence,  shelter,  and  security ; 

"  And,  like  a  magc^ot  in  a  sore, 

**  Would  that  which  gave  it  life  devour  ?  **     IIuDiaaAs. 

Yet  it  is  thus  that  this  manufacturer  of  mcdicine-chesls  struts  in 
the  title  of  physician,  which  he  spares  no  labour  to  degrade;  it 
is  thus  that  the  soi-disant  surgeon  Fisher,  while^  he  calumniates 
Dr  Bree,  and  affects  to  confound  his  n^me  with  that  of  Martin 
Bree  of  empirical  notoriety,  assumes  his  character  of  experience, 
from  having  been  "  formerly  an  asthmatic  invalid  ; ''  and  it  is 
thus  that  the  pretended  Desgenette,  after  venting  his  abuse  on 
Dr  Jones,  mdies  use  of  the  medicine,  introduced  l)y  that  gentle- 
man,  as  an  mstrument  of  his  own  emolument !  But  the  hypo- 
crisy does  not  end  here.  Under  the  pretence  of  deprecating  the 
medical  degrees,  obtained  without  mecfical  study  in  the  English 
universities,  and  the  corporate  monopoly  of  the  London  CoUege 
of  Physicians,  the  general  malignity  of  design  against  all  that  is 
reputable  and  distinguished  in  the  profession,  with  a  view  of 
bringing  it  dowi^  to  a  base  level,  is  manifest  throughout  the  plan. 
For  while  the  graduates  of  Publin,  Edinburgh,  and  Glasgow, 
are  professedly  excepted  from  the  censure  (Jenkins,  p.  64.),  and 
while  the  "  school  oi  surgery  and  pharmacy, "  is  every  where  ex- 
tolled as  the  only  source  of  medical  science,  individual  physi- 
cians (and  even  surgeons)  of  reputation,  who  never  saw  an 
English  university,  are  treated  with  the  piost  unremitting  slan- 
der and  abuse,  (such  as  Dr  Saunders,  for  example,  Dr  James 
Curry,  and  many  others ;  Mr  Abernethy,  &c.) ;  and  as  for  their 
brother  apothecaries  and  chemists,  Reece  and  Jenkins  have  no 
mercy  on  their  characters.  Thie  practices  of  adulteration,  sub- 
otitution,  and  blundering,  are  so  universal  among  them,  it  i^ 
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averred,  that  no  preacription  is  anv  where  accurately  prepared! 
<*  I  wiU  undertake  to  prove, "  says  the  prophetic  Jeremiah,  **  that 
there  is  scarcely  a  shop  in  London,  that  is  stocked  with  genuine 
drugs. " — **  With  such  nicety  are  prescriptions  compounded  ia 
London,  that  if  one  prescription  be  made  up  at  thirty  shops,  the 
medicine  shall  be  different,  either  in  consequence  of  thesub«Aitii~ 
tion  of  one  drug  for  another,  the  use  of  adulterated  drugs,  or 
some  mistake ! !  "  (p.  76.  note).  Yet  this  is  the  **  only  school* 
for  accuracy  and  medical  experience !  Doctor  Ileecc,  "•*  benevo- 
lent '*  creature !  was  so  poignantly  aiFected  with  this  dishonest 
traffic  of  his  brethren,  that  he  qpened  his  shop  from  merepatrio- 
Usm,  in  order  that  his  sick  countrymen  might  no  longer  perish 
from  the  want  of  unadulterated  drugs  !  and  that  they  may  not 
perish  from  ignorance  of  his  repository,  the  system  of  publica- 
tion and  advertisement,  which  we  have  now  described,  was  not 
less  patrrotically  adopted  I 

Be  it  rememberea,  however,  that  we  have  nowhere  accused 
this  renowned  patriot  of  being  the  writer  of  all  or  any  of  the 
pamphlets  above  noticed,  nor  even  of  writing  the  Medical  Guides 
or  the  Domestic  Dictionary,  or  any  other  work.  We  do  not 
assert  that  he  has  no  partners  or  journeymen  in  literature,  as  well 
as  in  drugs.  Wc  are  satisfied  with  having  traced  the  coincidcn* 
cies,  anti  exposed  the  system,  carried  on  by  these  pamphlets  ^ 
a  labour  which  we  should  not  perhaps  have  undertaken,  hod 
not  some  respectable  journals  entered  incautiously  into  a  suppoit 
of  the  system,  probat>ly  by  inserting  critiques,  sent  from  the 
editor  *  with  a  copy  or  this  or  that  work,  without  proper  in- 
spection ;  and  had  we  not  been  aware,  that 
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The  dullest  idiots  in  disguise 

Appear  more  knowing  than  the  wise ; 

1 1  literate  dunces,  undiaceru  'd. 

Pass  on  the^  raU>]e  for  thcf  learn*d ; 

And  cowards,  that  can  damn  and  rant^ 

Pass  muster  for  the  Taliaut : 

For  he  that  has  but  impudence. 

To  all  things  has  a  just  pretence. 

And,  put  among  his  wants  but  shame. 

To  all  the  world  may  lay  his  claim,  ** — "Bximz, 

*  Tn  one  case,  at  least,  we  knaw  thAt  this  was  done  in  regard  to  the  **  Xcw  Sys- 
ttm  of  Medicine. " 


S]t  Dr  lUbnai  m  iumity^  AptSl 
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An  hiqmry  into  the  Cauaes  producing  the  extraordinary  Addiiwn  to 
the  Number  qflnume^  together  with  extended  Observations  on  the 
Cure  of  Insanity  i  xvith  Hints  as  to  the  better  Management  qfPub* 
lie  Atyktms for  Insane  Persons.  To  which  are  annexed^  samene* 
eessatyObseroatiane^  in  Repkf  to  Dr  Andrew  HaUidcnfs  Hemxrks 
on  the  present  State  of  the  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland.  By  Wit* 
XiTAM  Saunders  Hallakan,  M.  D.  Senior  Physician  to  the 
South  InBrmary^  and  Physician  to  the  House  of  Industry  and 
Lunatic  Asylum  of  Cork.    8vo.    pp.111.    Cork,  1810. 

Tt  is  naturally  expected  that  we  should  give  some  account  of  a 
''-  book  like  this,  written  by  such  an  author,  upon  such  a  sub* 
ject,  with  such  a  title-page,  at  such  a  time  as  the  present.  Alas ! 
this  inquiry  affords  another  lamentable  instance  of  the  truth  of  a 
remark  which  we  made  upon  a  similar  occasion,  some  years  ago, 
either  of  the  impossibility  of  writing  any  thing  sadsfactocy  on 
Insanity,  or  the  prc^)ensity  in  some  men  to  choose  inadejquate 
means  to  attain  a  very  good  object.  Dr  Hallaran  is  physician  to 
the  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Cork,  and  he  urges  the  plea  of  vety  exten^ 
sive practice  in  this  department  of  his  profession  (as  the  phrase  is),  for 
this  publication.  iJet  him  have  the  usual  reward  of  indulgence 
to  moderate  scholarship,  and  let  him  long  enjoy  his  local  reputa- 
tion; but  whUst  we  Uiank  him  for  the  few  nicta  which  he  has 
communicated,  we  lament  that  he  has  wandered  so  much  from  his 
text  In  place  of  inquiring  into  the  causes  which  have  increased 
the  number  of  insane,  he  sets  out  by  telling  his  readers,  that  a 
principal  object  of  this  essay  is  to  point  out  the  distinctions  and 
the  remote  causes  of  insanity  whioi  have  heretofore  esciqied  the 
observation  of  authors.  The  modems  seem  to  think  it  very  safe 
to  prefer  themselves  to  tlie  ancients,  who  cannot  be  present  to 
mamtain  their  own  claims;  but  it  cannot  be  disguised,  that  every 
treatise  on  insanity  abounds  with  the  very  same  distinctions  and 
divisions,'  conveyed  in  the  identical  words,  mental  and  corporeal^ 
physical  and  morale  which  mean  about  as  much  as  Dr  Htdlaran's 
first  section.  Tliat  insaiie  persons  are  more  frequent  in  Ireland 
now  than  formerly,  seems  to  be  taken  for  granted.    No  tables 
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are  given  to  show  such  en  tncreete^  and  no  document  prodnoed 
to  esUtblish  so  important  a  point  The  asylum  at  Cork,  when 
Dr  Hallaran  was  appointed  physician  to  it  in  the  year  17899  vm 
luit  capable  of  accommodating  more  than  40  or  50  patients ;  it 
now  contains  16S,  and  it  is  acknowledged  this  number  is  by  iar 
foore  than  it  can  conveniently  hold.  Of  these  163  patients,  49 
are  reported  to  be  under  cure,  82  incuraUe  and  idiots,  41  oon« 
valescent  The  want  of  accommodation  might  be  the  reason 
^hy  the  number  was  less  twenty  years  ago  than  at  present ;  and 
there  is  not  room  enough,  even  now,  it  is  ssid,  for  the  admission 
4if  applicants,  whose  actual  number  is  not  aooarately  ascertained* 
That  point,  however,  is  assumed,  and  the  increase  of  insani^  b 
mttribnted  to  the  late  unhappy  disturbances  in  the  countrv^  and 
to  the  wide^spreading  evil  of  dram- drinking.  Upon  both  these 
topics  the  auth<H*  dwells  with  becoming  feelings  of  rem-et  and  in- 
dignation ;  bat  surely  he  ought  to  have  considered  the  progres- 
sive increase  of  pepulation  in  Irdand,  and  particularly  the  com- 
mercial advancement  of  Coiic,  before  he  pronounced  madness  to 
be  endemic  during  these  last  twenty  years. 

In  speaking  of  religion  as  one  of  the  causes  of  insanity,  Dr 
HaDaran  states  the  following  circumstance : — 

'**  In  the  public  asylum  under  my  care,  which  is  inhabited  by 


Roman  Catholics  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one  of  the  Established 
Church,  no  instance,  wiuiin  my  recoUection,  of  mental  derangement 
lias  occurred  amongst  the  former,  occasioned  by  terror  from  religious 
enthusiasm  ;  whilst  several  of  the  latter  persuasion  have  been  under 
cure,  and  nuiny  of  the  sectarian  class. ''.   page  22. 

More  than  half  the  pages  which  oughi  to  have  been  devoted  to 
the  fttlfiknent  of  the  promised  inquiry  held  ont  in  the  title,  ard 
filled  with  the  Method  of  Cttre^  a  very  unpropittous  theme  to  de^ 
acant  on  through  sixty  pages ;  especialhr  after  hastily  quitting 
what  ofiered  so  much  room  for  useful  information.    ' 

The  most  remaikaUe  feature  in  his  method  of  cure,  is  thia 
experienced  author's  confidence  in  the  powers  of  d^ugs.  He 
speaks  in  raptures  of  the  efficacy  of  tinctnre  of  digitalis,  in  real 
maniacal  cases,  and  prescribes  it  with  as  much  confidence  as  he 
would  mercury  for  the  cure  of  syphilis,  page  75.  *  He  confirmf 
the  popular  prejudice,  of  the  insensibility  of  maniacs  to  the  operas^ 
tion  of  the  common  doses  of  emetics,  which  is  contradicted  by 
Mr  Haslam's  great  experience,  and  by  many  trials  of  our  own. 
He  talks  of  the  extreme  diffi6ulty  of  administering  medicines  and 
food  to  lunatics,  which  is  the  common  talk  among  private  prac- 
titiouers  in  ihe  mad  line ;  but  we  never  found  it  in  a  well-regu* 
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htei  public  institution ;  and  where  it  exists,  we  attribute  it  to 
want  of  proper  influence  and  dexterity  on  the  part  of  the  keeper 
or  master.  We  are  therefore  not  disposed  to  sympathize  in  Dr 
HaUaran's  j«>y  at  the  happy  discovery,  as  he  considers  it,  of  the 
circulating  swin^]^  suggested  by  Dr  Cox.  As  an  antimaniaca]  re- 
medy, he  says,  that  it  has  entirely  failed  ;  all  the  rest  of  its  sup- 
posed merits  may  therefore  be  lodged  on  the  same  shelf  with  the 
quackery  of  former  days. 

The  Appendix  is  short,  and  contains  a  reply  to  some  animad- 
versions made  by  Dr  Halliday  on  the  state  of  the  lunatic  asylum 
at  Limerick  and  Cork.  Granting  that  some  partial  exaggeration 
has  been  admitted,  the  facts  contained  in  this  appendix  prove, 
that  great  inattention  to  poor  lunatics  prevails  throughout  Ir^ 
land. 


IV. 

A  Dissertation  on  Insanity;  illustrated  with  Tables^  and  extracted 
Jrom  between  Two  and  Three  Thousand  Cases  in  Bedlam.    By 
W11.L1  AM  Black,  M.D.  pp.  S2.    London,  1810. 

THE  substance  of  this  dissertation  was  published  several  years 
ago,  in  an  arithmetical  treatise  on  the  diseases  and  mortaI>- 
ty  of  tne  human  species,  by  the  same  author.  We  are  glad  to 
hear  that  he  has  not  abandoned  his  plan,  to  exhibit  the  births  of 
the  human  species,  and  the  mortality  of  all  ages  over  the  globe; 
then  the  diseases  and  accidents  by  which  they  are  swept  away; 
and  to  reduce  the  whole,  together  with  the  remedies  and  modes 
of  cure  and  prevention,  to  arithmetical  proof.  Since  the  first 
appearance  of  these  facts  and  tables,  collected  by  Dr  Black  from 
the  notes  of  the  late  Mr  Gozna,  the  apothecary  of  Bedlam,  the 
public  have  been  furnished  by  Mr  Haslam  with  a  most  valuable 
viork  from  the  same  extensive  source ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  dis- 
cover any  important  end  which  can  be  attained  by  so  short  a 
clisncrtation  as  the  present,  in  a  separate  form.  Madness  is  at 
this  time  a  royal  malady,  and  therefore  a  popular  subject ;  and 
the  age  we  live  in  is  an  advertising  age.  The  observations  whico 
Dr  BJack  has  made  upon  insanity,  and  the  predisposing  causes, 
arc  not  likely  to  raise  his  own  reputation,  or  to  afford  much  in* 
formation  to  his  readers.    The  following  tables  may  suggest  some 
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useful  reflectioiit  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  inquiries  of  this 


<<  Admitted  into  Bedlam,  from  1772  to  1787f 

Under  10  years  of  ^jg^^             -            •  1 

From    10  to  20  -  -  -  132 

20  to  30  .  •  •  613 

30  to  40  •  -  •  908 

40  to  50  -  -  -  652 

50  to  60  -  •  -  266 

60  and  upwards,  .  •  •  73 

^  Of  the  above  number,  were  denominated. 
Mischievous       -  .  .        743 

Not  mischievous  -  •        886 

Attempted  suicide  -  -        323 

Committed  murders,  upwards  of  20 

Page  1*, 

**  Table  of  the  Cured,  &c,  in  Bedlam,  from  1772  to  1787. 

Cured        -  -  -  924* 

Incurable    -  -  -  1694« 

Relapses     .  •  -  555 

Deaths        -  -  -  250  *» 

Page  24. 


V. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Tinea  Capitis  Contagiosa^  and  its  Cure;  xvitk 
an  Attempt  to  distinguish  this  Disease  from  other  Affections  of  the 
Scalp :  and  a  Plan  for  th^  Arrangement  of  Cutaneous  Appearances^ 
according  to  their  Origin  and  Treatment^  including  an  Inquiry 
into  the  Nature  and  Cure  of  Fungi  H^ematodes  and  N^evi  Ma^ 
temi.  The  whole  exemplified  by  Cases.  By  W.  Cooke,  Sur- 
geon, London.     Printed  for  the  Author.     1810. 

"^n^E  cannot  venture  to  surmise  the  alarm  which  the  Nobility  on 
^^  this  side  of  the  Tweed  would  suffer,  were  they  to  find 
the  names  of  the  different  members  of  their  family  printed  in  full 
length,  as  victims  to  Scald-head,  a  disease  which  is  generally 
considered  as  the  offspring  of  filth  1 1  neither  are  we  at  all  certain 
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what  our  English  oeighhours  will  think  on  this  nibject.  The 
first  page  we  happenea  to  turn  up  in  this  work,  contained  the 
name  of  a  Noble  Elarl's  daughter^  afflicted  with  some  suchcom- 
plaint !  and  we  cannot  avoid  taking  this  opportonitj  of.  strongly 
expressing  our  displeasure  at  the  conduct  of  those  medical  men, 
who  appear  to  be  lavish  in  the  introduction  of  names,  places  of 
abode,  and  such  like  frivolous  circumstances,  in  the  histories  of 
cases.  Such  practices  cannot  surelv  have  the  improvement  of 
dke  medical  profession  for  their  object,  but  must  have  some 
views  whicf^  cannot  merit  the  approbation  of  those  who  as- 
sume a  high  tone  of  professional  reputation  and  honour.  Mr 
Cooke,  though  he  has  in  the  most  palpable  manner  committed 
this  fault,  before  detailing  the  cases,  makes  the  following  re- 
marks, which  shows  how  weH  aware  he  must  have  been  or  die 
feelings  of  his  patients. 

*'  It  has  been  a  fbnrce of  much  regx«t,  that  I  hate  nolbeen  permit* 
ted  to  pubhfK  the  names  of  aO  the  patients  to  whom  the  following  cafe* 
relate  ;  but  the  nature  of  cutaneous  difeafes  being  generally  confid^ed 
as  indicative  of  an  hereditary  and  conttitutional  difeaae,  in9iq)eraik  ob» 
jections  hare  been  made  by  fome  perfons  to  my  wifhet,  though  I  urged 
every  pofl3>le  argument  in  fupport  of  the  proprietj^^ot  my  reqneft»  '^— > 

p.  222* 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  our  author  has  managed  to  give  the 
names  of  two  Lords,  and  two  Right  Honourablest 

In  attempting  to  give  our  readers  any  analysis  of  this  work, 
we  find  insurmountable  difficulties ;  for  the  author  has  neither 
taken  the  trouble  to  prefix  a  table  of  contents,  nor  to  add  an 
index.  The  length  ot  the  title-page  he  probably  deemed  quite 
sufficient.  He  has  contented  himself  witn  tying  togc^er  pieces 
of  MS.  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  without  any  order  or  arrange- 
ment (probably  as  they  happened  to  be  accumv^ted  on  his  deu);^ 
u»d  to  have  completed  his  undertaking,  by  patchliig'to  the  end  of 
each  page  a  passage  from  Hippocrates,  Celsus,  or  some  old  au- 
thor, to  manifest  to  the  public  the  depth  and  extent  of  his  learn- 
ing. Nor  do  we  conceive  that  there  are  any  observiations  in  this 
nedico-cbirurgical  melange  which  are  worthy  of  our  sarious  con- 
sideration i  and  we  do  not  at  all  coneeive  it  incumbent  on  us  to 
attempt  to  trace  the  numeroiis  sources  of  error  into  which  Mr  C. 
has  fallen.  Though  evidently  unacquainted  with  the  minute  ana- 
tomy and  functions  of  the  parts  composing  the  integuments,  he 
has  given  a  new  arrangement  of  cutaneous  diseases,  according!  ^ 
^he  says  in  the  title- page,  **  to  their  origin  and  treatment"  He 
*  cures  iungus  hsematodes  (or  what  other  authors  have  termed 
Hearts)  by  ligature ;  and  he  proposes  to  cure  navi  tnaterri^  by 
Baking  an  UKsision  along  their  surface. 
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PHysiologisck^Anikropologisches  Lehrbuckf  fur  Qj/mnofien  and 
SckuUHf  bearbeiteL  Von  Lorenz  Heinrich  Wagnes,  A<y, 
Colleg.  Professor  am  Christian-  Emestinischen  Collegium,  imd 
Ober-Bibliothekar  der  Konigl.  Oeschafis-Bibliothek  an  Bay« 
reuth.    8vo.  p.  929.    Bayrentb,  1809. 

THE  prindpal  object  of  this  publication  is  to  eidiibit  such  a 
view  of  the  subjects  and  the  arrangement  of  a  course  of  iec- 
turest  as  majr  facilitate  the  study  of  anthropology.  The  author 
has  avaOed  himself  of  the  valuable  works  oi  Haller,  Loder,  Ith, 
Flattner,  Schmid.  and  others  of  his  countrymen,  who  have  con* 
tributed  to  render  the  study  of  the  animal  economy  a  very  gene- 
ral and  favourite  topic  in  all  their  universities  and  places  of  edu- 
cation. In  the  execution  of  his  design.  Professor  Wagner  haa 
talren  a  wide  range ;  but  he  has  stated  very  concisely  under  each 
lieady  B  few  fundamental  &cts  and  principles  which  require  to  be 
impressed  upon  the  memory.  He  has  not  attempted  any  thing 
like  a  systematical  arrangement,  but  has  enumerated  the  leading 
circumstances  rdating  to  the  physical  and  moral  peculiarities  of 
the  human  species  $  and  he  has  considered  them  under  three  great 
divisions,  wnich  are  again  subdivided  into  numerous  heads. 

The  physical  history  of  man  from  his  birth  to  his  death,  comes 
first  to  be  considered  ;  then  follows  a  philosophical  description 
6f  the  attributes  and  powers  of  or^anixed  bodies,  of  the  distinc* 
tion  between  animals  and  vegetables,  and  of  the  superiority  of 
mankind  over  the  rest  of  the  creation. — A  sketch  is  next  given 
of  die  nature  of  the  materials  which  compose  the  human  body  $ 
the  structure  and  functions  of  the  bones,  muscles,  ligaments, 
blood-vessels,  lymphatics  and  integuments,  are  described. — The 
vital  functions,  or  those  without  which  animals  could  not  exist, 
eome  next  under  consideration  ;  the  circulaticm  of  the  blood ; 
respiration  and  nutrition ;  and  then  the  organs  of  sensation,  and 
the  organa  of  speech. "  Ailer  these  particular  investigations,  the 
author  proceeds,  in  the  third  and  last  division,  to  the  more  ge- 
neral peculiaritiea  of  the  human  species ;  he  points  out  the  dif- 
ferences produced  by  the  birth  of  the  young  among  mankind, 
and  by  tnc  long  period  of  infancy  r  he  notices  also  the  strengtli 
and  vigour  of  the  human  constitution,  the  versatility  of  its  na- 
ture, qualifying  man  to  subsist  in  every  variety  of  climate  and 
upon  every  diversity  of  fbod^  while  the  inferior  animals  are  con- 
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fined  within  certain  limits.  Man's  upright  posture,  the  beauty 
ef  his  form,  the  expression  of  his  countenance,  his  physiognomy, 
the  variety  of  his  active  powers,  and  his  susceptibility  of  im- 
provement, are  the  subjects  which  form  the  conclusion  to  this 
useful  volume. 

The  science  of  man  is  too  little  cultivated  amongst  us,  and  the 
study  is  too  much  confined  to  young  men  destined  for  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  The  whole  subject  naturally  divides  itself  ifito 
two  separate  parts ;  the  first  of  an  historical  nature,  the  second 
is  a  practical  inouirv  :.  these  two  parts  are  intimately  connected, 
jet  they  are  periectly  distinct :  and  although  it  is  of  infinite  im- 
portance in  the  practice  of  medicine,  tliat  we  should  be  well  ac« 
quainted  with  both,  because,  from  the  history  of  the  healthy  func- 
tions, we  learn  how  to  regulate  them  when  they  are  disturbed  by 
disease ;  yet  to  the  general  student,  the  historical  division  pre- 
sents itself  most  obviously. — By  proper  regulations,  and  proper 
elementary  books,  all  academies,  as  well  as  all  hospitals,  might 
be  easily  converted  into  so  many  small  schools,  for  teaching  the 
natural  history  of  man.  Voyages  and  travels  would  have  their 
interest  and  utility  doubly  increased,  by  showing  the  influence  of 
eUmate,  food,  and  other  external  circumstances  upon  thehumair 
frame ;  and  travellers  would  have  their  attention  directed  to  the 
most  important  objects  of  inquiry,  if  they  were  early  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  physical  knowledge  of  themselves  and  their 
species.  Physiology  is  as  intimately  connected  with  moral  phi- 
losophy as  with  medicine,  and  deserves  to  be  studied  by  those 
who  devote  themselves  to  the  one  or  to  the  other.  Its  close  al- 
liance with  medicine  does  not  seem  to  have  assisted  the  improve- 
ment of  our  knowledge  of  the  animal  economy;  it  has  rather  im- 
peded its  progt*ess.  Let  physiology  then  be  cultivated  by  all  the 
Iovei;s  of  scientific  pursuits,  without  thinking  of  fistula  or  fever  ; 
and  let  us  hope,  that,  like  chemistry,  when  emancipated  from 
Galen  and  gallipots,  it  will  advance  with  rapid  strides  to  the 
same  high  station  among  the  sciences. 
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VII. 

jtMiandhihg  itbef  deft  t^nrihackeiikrdlnpffieUgeborner  Kinder ^  nadf 
eigenen  Beobac/Uungen  und  Erfahnmgenam  KrankenbcUe.  Von* 
Joseph  Schneider,  der  Philos.  Doct  prakt  Arzt  in  Falda,' 
152  &  8vo; 

/Convulsions  of  new-bom  chiklren  {trismus  nascentium)  is  so- 
^^  common  a  disease  in  Germany,  that  the  author  of  this  treatise* 
fluid  another  writer  in  a  celebrated  periodical  work  (Allgemein^ 
lut.  2^itun^)  boast  of  havin/];  bad  considerable  experience  in  o^ 
serving  it  In  the  town  of  Fulda,  where  Dr  Schneider  resides, 
he  was  called  to  six  cases  of  trismus,  within  fourteen  days,  in  the 
roontb  of  March,  1 802..  A  midwife  of  the  same  place  has  seei* 
more  than  sixty  cases  of  trismus  infiintum,  in  the  course  of  nine 

2 ears.    Although  the  situation  of  Fulda  is  considered  to  be  more- 
ealthy  than  many  other  large  tawm  and  villages,  yet  trismus 
prevails  more  there  than  in  other  places.^    This  is  attributed  br. 
our  author  to  the  evaporation  from  a  river  which  runs  through 
Fulda.     But  there  are  few  towns  without  a  riverf  and  the  houses 
adjoining  water,  do  not  appear  to  be  more  liable  to  the  visitations 
of  this  malady,  than  those  which  are  removed  from  the  moist 
effluvia.    Sauve^es  indeed  si^s,  ^'  Hie  morbus  hieme  et  cunv 
Bura  humida  ssepius  advenit  qpam  sicca  sestate." — NoseL  Method. 
Vol.  I.  p..  531.    We  are  disposed  to  think  the  disease  is  more 
likelv  to  be  excited  by  hot  and  unventiiated  chambers,  and  by 
overloading  poor  infants  wkh  an  inordinate  quantity  of  clothes.' 
It  is  common  among  infants  at  Cayenne,  Minorca,  and  hot  coun- 
tries, and  prevails  most  in  those  parts  of  Europe,  where  rooms' 
mre  heated  by  German  stoves,  ana  children  are  still  oppressed  by 
swaddling.*  clothes. — The  most  fearful  period  of  attaick,  is  from 
the  second  ta  the  seventh  day  after  birtn^,.  about  the  tin^  of  the 
navel-string  separating;,  it  seldom  occurs  after  the  ninth  day.' 
The  strongest  and  hedlhiest  children  are  most  liable  to  beaffect- 
edl.    The  remedv  recommended  by  Dr  Schneider,  is  a  compound 
tincture  of  musk  and  ambergris,  of  which  ^the*  following*  is  the 
formula  used  at  the  Bamberg  hospital ;  audit  is  held  in  high  es- 
simation  by  foreign  practitioners  m  all  spasmodic  diseases. 
%  Ambr.  gris.  5j. 
ySlther.  vitr.  fss.  3teC  per  hor.  xii.  s»pe  i^tando,/ 
dein  adde 
VOL.  VII.  NO.  26.  w 
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MoBch.  Si. 

Liq.  anod.  min*  Hoff.  j^iij.  M* 
The  dose  is  not  mentioned;  the  omission  perhaps  may  be 
pardoned,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  state  of  the  patients,  the 
yymptoms  of  the  disease,  and  the  opinions  of  its  fatality  whicb 
prevail  amongst  nurses. 


VIII. 

Medical  HUUmes  and  EefteeHons.    By  John  Ferriar,  M.  IX 

S  vol.  8to.    New  edition.     1810. 

^f^HE  nature  and  object  of  this  work  is  well  known  to  be  in  imi- 
'^  tation  of  Dr  Home's  two  yahiabie  publications,  and  to  Cbn« 
sist  of  clinical  or  practical  commentariea  on  the  cases  which  came 
onder  the  author's  care. .  To  this  new  edition  there  are  fewer 
additions  than  were  expected.  Since  erents  lead  to  experience, 
and  experience  to  improvement,  we  regret  that  Dr  Ferriar  baa 
been  prevented  from  publishing  the  cesults  of  his  enlarged  expe- 
rience of  seventeen  years. 

Under  the  head  diabetes  some  additional  observations  are  given» 
confirming*  the  author's  former  plan  of  treating  the  disease  as  a 
disease  of  debility.  The  medicines  empbyed  were  a  combina- 
tion of  Peruvian  bark,  uva  ursi,  and  opium,  in  the  proportions 
of  a  scruple  of  each  of  the  former  to  half  a  grain  of  the  latter^ 
four  times  a  day.  The  doses  were  token  with  lime«water,  which 
was  also  directed  for  the  patient's  common  drink.  Three  cases 
of  confirmed  diabetes  meltitus  are  reported  cured  by  this  plan. 
Some  tables  are  given  to  show  the  increase  and  subsequent  di* 
minution  of  the  inline  during  six  months ;  but  the  quantity  of 
drink,  or  liquid  and  soKd  ingesta,  is  not  stated ;  therefore  the 
tables  are  of  little  or  no  use: — they  fornish  no  inference  but 
what  is  universally  known  ;  and  they  fail  to  show  the  only  parti- 
cular circumstance  which  is  at  present  disputed,  viz.  the  rmtion 
which  the  quantity  of  drink  bears  to  the  urine  discharged.  The 
blood  and  the  urine  of  one  patient  were  analysed  by  Dr  Henry; 
he  detected  urea  in  tlie  diabetic  urine,  and  nothing  particubr  in 
the  blood. 

Some  additions  are  made  to  the  chapter  on  epidemic  fe\Tn 
We  shall  quote  them  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers,  and  especi- 
lily  for  those  who  possess  the  first  ediuon  of  this  work 
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'*  The  fever  genenOy  prevalent  in  Manchester,  and  the  surround- 
ing country,  is  a  mild  typhus.  But  in  particular  seasons,  it  is  at« 
tended  by  symptoms  which  are  not.  clearly  indicated  by  practical 
writers,  and  which  I  think  it  proper  to  mention,  because  they  are 
equally  unexpected  and  distressing  to  the  practitioner. 

**  In  the  second  or  third  week  of  typhus,  when  the  fever  appears 
moderate,  and  the  probability  of  recovery  is  strong,  a  sudden  deter- 
mination takes  place  to  the  head  or  breast,  sometimes  to  the  bowels^ 
accompanied  with  extreme  pain,  and  the  patient  is  carried  off  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours.  I  have  seen  the  metastasis,  in  the  genuine 
typhus,  and  in  very  young  subjects,  as  rapid  as  the  translations  in 
gout.  If  the  patient  survives  these  attacks,  the  fever  sometimes 
changes  its  type.  In  one  case,  where  a  typhus  was  tmusually  pro- 
tracted,  after  several  hazardous  determinations  to  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  the  fever  assumed  the  form  of  an  intermittent,  and  the  pa- 
tient was  recovered  with  great  difficulty,  by  the  use  of  the  strongest' 
stimulants. 

'*  The  frequency  of  such  accidental  metastaus  as  that  I  have  de* 
scribed,  in  our  fever-wards  in  1805,  and  the  spring  of  1806,  watf 
truly  alarming.  Dissection  threw  little  light  on  their  nature,  an^ 
only  served  to  show  that  they  depended  more  on  changes  in  the  ner- 
vous, .than  the  sanguiferous  system. 

'*  Towards  the  end  of  autumn,  we  are  generally  visited  by  remit- 
tent  fevers ;  and  I  scarcely  recollect  a  season,  in  which  some  obstinate 
cases  of  this  nature  have  not  occurred,  which  resisted  all  the  usual 
methods  of  cure.  A  succession  of  melancholy  events  of  tliis  kind 
induced  me  to  look  for  a  more  powerful  tonic  than  bark  or  st^el : 
and,  from  the  analogy  between  mtermittents  and  remittent  fever,  1 
turned  my  thoughts  to  the  employment  of  arsenicum  album,  for  the 
revival  of  which,  as  a  medicine,  the  public  are  indebted  to  the  late 
Dr  Fowler.  I  soon  had  occasion  to  employ  it  in  some  very  danger- 
ous and  tedious  remittents,  and  I  found  it  a  safe  and  certain  reme* 
dy.  It  generally  lessens,  if  it  does  not  suspend,  the  second  pa- 
roxjTsm  after  it  is  exhibited,  and  it  effects  the  purpose  without  pro- 
ducing the  slightest  disturbance  in  the  habit.  I  have  generally  gi- 
ven, to  an  adult,  five  drops  of  the  saturated  solution,  every  fout 
hours,  and  I  have  seldom  found  it  necessary  to  exceed  this  dose< 

**  In  one  case,  where  I  ordered  this  remedy,  the  remittent  had 
continued  six  weeks,  in  another,  nearly  two  months,  without  any 
abatement  of  the  symptoms ;  and  both  patients  were  sinking  fast  into 
the  grave,  when  they  were  saved  by  the  use  of  arsenic.  The  only 
sensible  effects  produced  by  it,  are  the  rempval  of  the  crust  on  the 
tongue ;  the  appearance  of  a  sediment  in  the  urine ;  and  increased 
firmness  of  the  pulse. 

*'  Having  frequently  experienced  the  efficacy  of  this  medicine  in 
remittents,  I  was  induced  to  try  it  in  the  last  stage  of  typhus,  when 
neither  bark,  wine,  or  brandy,  cold-bathing,  or  occasional  doses  of 
Cayenne  pepper,  had  the  effect  of  rousing  the  powers  of  life,  or  of 
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lessening  the  thick  crust,  which  lay  like  a  black  marble  slab  <m  the 
tongue.  With  such  cases,  every  man  in  extensive  practice  must 
liave  met ;  it  has  often  been  my  lot  to  encounter  sevend  of  thenn,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  I  found  that  the  artenieal  solution  uni- 
formly cleared  the  tongue,  in  two  or  three  days,  and  that  the  fever 
gave  way  rapidly  afterwards.  The  favourable  alteration^  after  tlie 
change  of  medicines,  was  too  great  to  admit  any  doubt  respecting 
its  cause ;  and  the  number  of  buch  events  which  I  have  witnessed, 
leaves  no  room  for  uncertainty.  It  is  a  singular  advantage,  attend- 
ing the  use  of  arsenic,  in  these  cases,  that  it  dues  not  operate  as  a 
general  stimulant,  but  merely  as  a  sound  tonic.  Neither  the  conco- 
mitancy  of  cough  or  dyspnoea,  therefore,  prohibits  its  use  in  t3rphus. 
'file  only  centra-indication  is  a  tendency  to  diarrhoea,  or  nausea. 
Yet  I  have  been  able  to  give  the  solution  in  the  dose  oftwo  ov  three 
drops  for  a  dose,  even  when  the  bowels  have  been  very  irritable,  by 
combining  ft  with  a  small  quantity  of  laudanum. 

**  As  soon  as  the  feverish  paroxysms  are  stopped,  I  think  it  pru^ 
dent  to  suspend  the  use  of  the  arsenical  solution,  and  to  support  the 
patient  with  bark,  and  diSerent  cordials.  But  I  never  saw  any  in* 
convenience  from  the  use  of  the  raineraJ,  excepting  a  slight  soreness 
of  the  throat  and  lips. 

*'  I  also  make  it  a  rule  to  delay  the  exiiibition  of  this  medicine 
till  it  is  evident  that  the  usual  remedies  are  not  likely  to  succeed : 
in  producing  an  agent  of  such  powers,,  there  ought  to  be  a  "  dignua 
vindice  nodus  ;  *'  and  its  administration  ought  to  be  considered  as  a 
matter  of  solemnity,  as  its  abuse  would  prove  so  extremely  pernio 
ciou5,  in  rash  and  ignorant  hands. 

V  In  the  course  of  the  last  twelve  montTis,  I  have  met  with  some 
cases  of  typhus,  in  which  there  was  a  very  distressing  djrspncea,  which 
continuea  during  the  whole  fever,  without  any  appearance  of  inflam* 
itaation.  In  general,  the  difficulty  of  breathing  was  conlinual,  though* 
aggravated  during  the  febrile  exacerbations;  but  in  one  case  respira- 
tion was  perfectly  free,  dating  the  intervals  of  the  paroxysms,  and 
regularly  became  very  difficult  on  the  return  of  the  hot  fit. 

*'  In  these  circumstances,  which  precluded  the  use  of  bark,  I  had 
r-ecourse  to  the  extract  of  the  ratania  root,  lately  introduced  (at  least 
lately  known  by  that  name)  from  South  Amevica,  and  I  have  found 
it  a  valuable  substitute  for  the  cinchona.  The  intense  bitter  of  the  ex- 
tract is  soti  ened  to  an  agreeable  astringency,  when  it  is  dissolved  in 
water  (by  the  intervention  of  a  little  alcohpl),  in  the  proportion  of 
from  Ave'toi  ten  grains  to  an  ounce,  and  its  effiects  on  the  patient*s 
strength  and  spirits  are  peculiarly  cheering.  Its  flavour,  in  this 
state,  stror^gly  resembles  that  of  poet-wine,  and  its  operation  in  fe- 
tcr  appears  to  me  very  similar. 

*'  Tlie  extract  of  ratania,  notwithstanding  its  sensible  quality  of 
astringency,  does  not  produce  costivcness ;  in  this  respect  also^  it 
.frequently  merits  a  preference  to  Peruvian  bark. 

^  Since  tlie  establishpient  of  uur  fever- wards,  I  have  carried  the 
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pridice  of  cold«batlii»g  to  a  confiderable  extent,  in  the  latter  ftagfe  of 
typbfis,  and  in  the  comrQk^ncennent  of  fcarlatina  anginoHi.. — I  Aiall  make 
fome  obfervationi  on  this  fubje^  in  tbe  third  volume. " 

In  the  second  vohicne,  we  find  some  additional  practical  re- 
jnarks  introduced,  in  describing  the  remetlies  oft*  dropsy*  Dr 
Ferriar*8  late  experience  has  confirmed  his  opinions  delivered  in 
ilia  former  ptiblicatinns  upon  this  subject.  He  has  adopted  a  re- 
medy with  considerable  advantage,  which  consists  of  several  K- 
<]uid  diureticB  combined  ;  and  thouirh  tiie  formula  appears  a  far* 
rago,  it  seems  weU  entitled  to  be  more  extensively  employed,  jit 
is  as  follows. 

••»  ^.  Oxymel.  colchic. 
'  scillx. 

Tinct.  nicotianc 
Spir.  aether,  nitros.  ai  p.  se.  Misce. 

Capiat  cochleare  parvulum,  ex  aqux  paazillo,  ^uater  rh  die. 

*'  When  an  additional  stimulus  is  wanted  in  debilitated  habit9» 
about  ten  drops  of  tinct.  cantharid.  are  added  to  each  dose.  Tbe 
usual  quantity  of  cream  of  tartar  is  given  earlf  erery  maminj^,  and 
the  patient  begins  to  use  the  diuretic  drops  in  the  forenoon.  In  very 
costive  habit%  it  is  sometimes  advantageous  to  add  a  portion  of  sy- 
xnp  of  buckthorn  to  the  farrago ^  and  I  frequentl]^  join  the  tinctuce 
of  digitalis  to  it,  in  juch  doses  as  the  patient  can  easi^  bear.  *'  p.  200. 

Gan^boge,  tincture  of  lytta,  and  extract  lof  elatef  ium,  are  re- 
conunend^  as  powerful  diuretica.  Two  things  have  often  sur- 
prised us  in  readiog  over  this  learned  author's  histories  and  re- 
Sections  upon  dropsy ;  first,  the  prodigious  number  of  cases  in 
a  given  time;  and,  secondly,  the  readiness  with  wbi^h  i)iey  yield- 
ed to  the  treatment  employed. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  paper  on  the  effect!  of  pneu- 
matic medicine  is  pniitted,  ^d  the  fc^owing  substituted  in  its 
place. 

**  AU  hopes  from  this  source  are  now  completely  abandoned^ 
I  had  ocpasion,  some  years  ago,  to  obseiTe  to  the  late  Dr  Currie 
of  Liverpool,  tliat  the  chemical  theory  of  diseases  was  merely 
the  humoral  Pathology  deyated  in  the  tbrni  of  vapour,  in  which 
lie  agreed  with  me, "  p.  279^  but  in  which  we  do  not,  because 
no  reason^  are  given. 

At  tile  conclusion  of  tbe  ^^ond  volume,  ia  controversial  appen- 
dix is  with  great  propriety  omitted,  and  the  author's  valuable  es* 
aay  on  Digitalis  is  inseirted^  much  to  tlie  credit  and  advantage  of 
this  second  edition  of  his  works.  The  merits  of  that  essay  are 
too  well  appreciated  to  require  any  commendation  at  this  tinie^ 
it  deserves  repeated  perusal. 

The  third  volume  commences  with  an  essay  on  rabies  canina^ 
«r;th  the  addilioa  of  two  eases  by  Mr  Cock,  surgeon  of  Ashton 
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]under  Lyne,  which  terminated  filially.  As  there  was  no  reason 
to  suspect  the  existence  of  canine  madness  in  the  town  or  neij^h- 
bourhood,  excepting  in  the  animal  which  bit  these  persons,  Dr 
Ferriar  thinks  **  the  statement  affords  iiill  proof  of  the  q)onuIic 
origin  of  the  disease  in  dogs,  contrary  to  the  opinion  proposed  by 
Mr  Meynell,  and  inconsiderately  adopted  by  one  or  two  medical 
men.  That  opinion  might  indeed  be  routed  by  the  now  estab- 
lished effect  of  fever-wards,  which  are  capable  of  arrestinff  the 
progress  of  an  epidemic,  by  separating  the  sick,  but  whicn  do 
not  prevent  the  sporadic  generation  oi  infectious  fever  in  indivi- 
dual cases, "  p.  60.  But  to  this  remark  it  may  be  objected,  in  the 
first  place,  that  the  laws  which  the  contagion  followi  in  animals 
are  hitherto  very  imperfectly  ascertained ;  and,  secondly,  the  et 
feet  of  fever- wards  is  a  comparison,  but  not  an  argument  To 
prove  his  point,  Dr  Ferriar  should  show,  that  small-pox  and 
syphilis  have  a  sporadic  origin. 

The  following  extract  from  the  account  of  fever-wards  will  be 
read  with  lively  interest  by  those  who  watch  the  improvement 
which  has  taken  place  within  these  few  years  in  the  management 
of  infectious  diseases. 

'*  The  success  attending  the  establishment  of  our  House  of  Reco- 
yerj,  has  exceeded  the  warmest  expectations  of  its  supporters.  Bnt 
daring  several  years,  we  were  limited  in  space,  and  unable  to  receive 
the  whole  number  of  psitients,  whom  it  w^s  expedient  to  admit.  Some 
adjoining  and  neighbouring  houses  were  therefore  occasionally  en- 
gaged in  the  same  street,  for  the  admission  of  patients ;  and  dius, 
.without  any  previous  intention  on  our  part,  a  set  of  experiments  was 
made  respecting  the  distance  to  which  contagion  will  extend.  In  the 
iirst  instance,  no  person  suffered  in  the  neighbouring  buildings,  where 
the  street  was  only  four  yards  wide,  the  windows  of  the  occasional 
fever-ward  being  generally  open,  and  the  house  full  of  patients.  In 
another  instance,  a  house,  capable  of  containing  twenty-five  patients, 
not  at  all  separated  from  the  adjoining  houses  m  the  same  row,  was 
used  for  twelve  months  as  a  fever-ward,  without  the  occurrence  of 
any  fever  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  Thus  the  experifnentum 
crucU  has  been  tried,  and  the  innocence  of  contagion,  when  properly 
'diluted  with  atmospheric  air,  is  i'uUy  established. 

**  1^0  completely  were  the  public  now  convinced  of  the  utility  of  the 
plan,  that  a  si^bscription,  suitable  to  the  opulence  and  spirit  of  the 
town,  w^s  raised  ^  a  large  area  was  purchased,  and  a  Fever-Hospital 
erected,  capable  of  easily  containing  an  hundred  patients.  The  ex- 
pense of  the  building  was  upwards  of  5000/.-i«-$ince  it  has  been  in 
the  power  of  tlie  Physicians  to  admit  every  case  of  infectious  fefer, 
as  it  occurs,  we  have  felt  ourselves  completely  masters  of  the  disease. 
Epidemic  typhus  is  now  unknown  to  us,  while  it  has  been  raging  in 
some  of  the  neighbouring  towns.  A  part  of  the  space  is  appropri- 
ated for  the  reception  of  ps^tients  in  scarlatina  anginosa  ^  and  although 
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Am  ditease  has  been  repeatedly  introduced  into  the  town,  generally 
from  Liverpool,  and  lately  from  Yorkshire,  its  progress  among  the 
poor  hat  always  been  checked,  by  the  removd  of  the  patients.  ** 

The  mortality  of  fever- patients  has  varied  considerably  in  dif« 
ferent  years,  aa  the  following  table  will  show. 


TftAM. 

THK  KUMBta  or  rjkTIEKTt. 

1 

1 

1 

•s'^Ssi 
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of 
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From  1796  to  1797 

371 

324 

40 

7 

1  in9t 

1797  —  1798 

339 
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16 

23 
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1798  —  1799 

398 

360 

27 

11 

1—1 4t 

1799—  1800 

364 

315 

41 

8 

1—  9- 

1800—1801 

747 
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63 

39 

1— lit 

1801  —  1802 

1070 

956 

84 

90 

1— 12t 

1802  — 160S 

601 

539 

53 

9 

1— lit 

1803—1804 

256 

215 

33 

8 

1—  7i 

1804>— 1805 

184 

144 

34 

6 

1-  5i 

1805—1806 

268 

235 

4 

1—  9- 

Total 

4453 

4083 

420 

Some  additional  cases  of  an  a£Pection  of  the  lymphatic  vessda 
are  published,  which  prove  the  existence  of  this  complaint,  inde- 
pendent of  pregnancy.  The  following  paragraph  is  appended 
W  the  short  chiq)ter  on  Hooping- Cough. 

'*  Hie  beneficial  effect  of  the  limestone  soil  in  Derbyshire  has  long 
been  known  to  the  old  practitioners  of  this  town,  in  the  cure  of  hoop- 
ing-cough ;  and  1  have  had  an  opportunity  of  verifying  it  in  some  very 
striking  instances.  If  the  climate  of  the  Peak  were  milder,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  many  cases  of  spasmodic  asthma  might  be  relieved  by 
residence  at  Buxton.  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  broken-winded 
fiorses  are  free  from  their  complaint,  while  they  remain  there.  This 
may  be  attributed  in  some  degree  to  the  quantity  of  Hme  which  the 
brooks  hold  in  solution  ;  and  in  some  measure  to  the  impregnation  of 
the  atmosphere,  from  the  numerous  lime-kilns  in  the  neighbourhood. " 

Some  other  additions  which  we  have  discovered  on  a  compa- 
rison of  the  former  volumes  with  the  present,  consist  of  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  subordinate  power  of  nitrous  acid  in  syphilitic  cases; 
some  observations  on  the  venereal  disease,  not  very  clear  or  con- 
vincing; and  a  note  respecting  the  treatment  of  the  Wakherea 
ievcT^  m  which  the  iitpiot*  arsenicalis  is  recommended^ 
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An  Sssny  on  the  tffectt  of  the  Carbonate  of  Iron^  and  other  Pre^ 

paraiions  qflron^  upon  Cancer :  with  an  Inquiry  into  the  Nature 

of  thai  and  of  other  Diseases  to  which  it  bears  a  relation.    By 

Richard  Carmichael,  Surgeon.   Dublin,  1S09.   Gilbert  aikl 

Hodges.  Second  edition,  considerably  enlarged  and  improved* 

/^REAT  as  the  degree  of  scepticism  may  be,  with  which  we 
^^  open  a  book  professins  to  hold  out  a  remedy  toe  cancer, 
yet  the  smallest  prospect  of  oeing  able  to  mitigate  so  terrible  a 
diseate,  ought  to  leaid  medical  men  to  inquire,  with  careful  at- 
tention,  into  the  merits  of  any  class  of  medicines  wj^ich  may  be 
said  to  eflect  its  cure. 

In  oucr  third  volume,  we  took  notice  of  a  former  edition  of  this 
woi:k ;  and  without  entering  into  a  minute  discussion  of  the  sub* 
ject,  we  then  gave  it  as  our  opinion,  that  the  cases  of  what  Mr 
C.  called  cander,  cured  by  the  preparations  of  iron,  were  really 
not  cancerous,  but  of  a  different  nature*  On  perusing  this  edition 
of  Mr  Carmichael's  work,  the  subject  has  created  a  new  and  lively 
uiterest ;  and  we  think  it  our  duty  again  to  make  some  strictures 
on  his  writings,  and  to  expose,  at  more  length,  the  errors  into 
ivhich  we  conceive  he  has  himself  fallen,  ana  into  which  he  also 
attempts  to  bring  others.  " 

'  There  is  miich  confusion  in  regard  to  cancer ;  not  that  can- 
cerous sores  are  mistaken  for  those  of  a  more  mild  nature,  but 
^ores  which  are  n6t  tancerous,  having  a  malignant  character,  are 
often  considered  to  be  genuiiie  (iancer.  This  nas  been  the  found* 
ation  of  the  repute  of  a  variety  of  remedies  which  are  daily  em- 
ployed for  the  cure  of  cancer ;  and  to  the  same  cause  must  be 
assigned  any  favourable  opinion  which  individuals  might  have 
been  led  to  forni  of  the  medicine  proposed  by  Mr  Carmichael. — 
Such  is  indisputably  the  rock  upon  which  Mr  Carmichael  has 
split  He  has  either,  from  a  want  of  due  discrimination,  or 
from  some  reasons  which  we  will  hardly  venture  to  suspect,  had 
the  boldness  to  present  to  the  public,  cases  which,  he  says,  were 
cancerous^  cured  by  the  different  preparations  of  iron  ;  and  of 
these  we  hesitate  not  to  assert,  that  there  does  not  appear  one  of 
%  true  cancerous  nature. 

In  taking  a  general  view'  of  this  work,  there  is  another  circum* 
Gtance  which  is  to  us  equally  striking.    The  auihor  gives  several 
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letters  from  his  medical  oorresponclents,  in  which  they  express 
their  opinions  of  the  effects  of  iron  in  the  cure  of  cancer ;  and 
it  is  singuUir,  that  some  of  them  state,  in  the  most  clear  and  de* 
<uded  manner,  that  they  believe  these  preparations  are  useful  in 
the  treatment  of  some  sores  resembling  cancer,  but  that  they 
have  found  them  perfectly  inefficacious  in  curing  ulcers  of  a  tru- 
ly cancerous  nature. 

But  to  proceed  more  minutely  into  the  examination  of  the 
work.  There  are  three  sets  of  cases  contained  in  it.  The  first 
consists  of  cases  of  cancer  cured  by  the  preparations  of  iron.  The 
second,  cases  of  cancer  relieved  by  the  same  medicines.  And  the 
ihird^  cases  which  were  neither  cured  nor  relieved. 

The  first  of  these  (cases  of  cancer  cured  by  the  preparations 
of  iron)  more  particularly  deserve  notice;  and  it  iseasy  tdshow, 
.that  there  is  some  leading  circumstance  in  all  of  them,  which 
unquestionably  demonstrates  thei*  non^cancerous  nature.     Even 
ithe  first  case  ffives  a  strong  proof  of  our  assertion.    The  disease 
appeared  in  the  upper  lip,  a  part  of  the  body  which  true  cancer 
is  weU  known  rarely  to  attadk,  but  where  peculiar  phagedenic 
sores  are  not  unfreqaently  observed.    And  m  giving  the  history 
of  the  case,  he  says,  *'  She  was  ordered  to  take  pifis  of  the  ex* 
tract  of  cicuta  and  calomel^  the  sores  were  frequently  sprinkled 
with  the  hydrargyrus  nit.  rub.,  and  under  thi$  treatmetU  were  hea^ 
edinten  days ! "    Is  not  this  circumstance  a  sufficient  proof  that 
the  sore  was  not  cancerous  i    Is  there  in  the  annals  of  medicine 
any  cases  of  cancer  healed  by  such  treatment  ? — In  the  second 
case  given  by  Mr  Carmjchael,  the  disease  is  by  no  means  describ- 
ed with  the  accuracy  necessary  to  enable  any  person  to  say  that 
it  was  cancer.    That  it  was  not  cancer,  is  probable,  both  from 
its  progress  and  situation. — I,t  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  small 
tumor  on  the  inner  canthus  of  the  upper  eye*lid,  which  ulcerat- 
ed in  a  month  afterwards,  and  which  ulceration  rapidly  extend- 
eA  along  the  inferior  margin  of  tlie  eye-lid  to  the  external  can- 
thus.    It  is  well  known,  that  cancer,  particularly  when  it  appears 
in  the  skin,  makes  a  slow  progress,  and  that  such  ulcers  acquire 
only  a  small  extent  after  the  lapse  of  many  months,  or  even  years. 
—In  the  third  case,  the  age  of  the  patient  is  a  strong  proof  of 
the  dissimilarity  of  the  disease  to  cancer,  it  having  appeared  on 
the  side  of  the  nose  of  *'  a  very  young  lady ; "  also  a  part  of  the 
body  liable  to  phagedenic  ulcers,  and  seldom  known  to  be  afiect* 
cd  with  cancer.    In  all  the  remaining  cases,  some  circumstance 
may  be  pointed  out,  sufficient  to  show  the  want  of  our  author^a 
discrimination.    The  period  of  life  in  which  the  disease  occurs^ 
the  part  of  the  body  affected,  and  cvea  the  appearance  of  the 
kore  itself,  seem  never  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  most  of  the 


234  Mr  Carmidiael  on  Cancer*  April 

caees  having  dccdrred  in  parts  where  caficer  has  b<>en  seldom  fe^ 
marked  by  others;  and  he  contents  himself  with  tb^  bdief,  that 
all  sbres  are  cancerous  which  have  any  thing  tnillignant  in  their 
aspect  (  and  particularly,  that  no  ulcer  but  a  cancerous  one  evl^r 
occurs  in  th^  face. 

With  regard  to  those  cases  said  to  be  relieved  by  the  prepara- 
tions of  iron,  we  have  little  to  observe :  but  in  justice  to  our  au« 
thor»  we  ought  to  mention,  that  in  some  few  Casesi  the  prepara- 
tions of  iron  seemed  to  alleviate  some  of  the  more  distressing 
svmptoms  of  the  disease ;  and  by  their  well  known  tonic  power, 
they  appeared  to  strengthen  and  improve  the  general  health  of 
the  patient.  The  cases  of  cancer  not  relieved  by  iron  require  no 
comment. 

Thai  the  opinion  which  we  have  now  given  of  Mr  Carroiehael's 
work  may  appear  to  rest  on  the  more  firm  groutid,  we  ^all 
i)ring  forwaiti  the  opinions  which  he  himself  has  given,  of  other 
surgeons  with  whom  he  bad  corresponded  On  this  subject  i  and 
it  is  difficult  for  us,  in  any  satisfiictory  mannert  to  account  for 
our  author  passing  over  in  silence  what  had  been  so  clearly  and 
decidedly  stated  to  him.  In  a  letter  from  Dr  Alley,  we  find  the 
fcJlowing  paragraph : — 

**  It  is  doubted  by  fome,  if  the  cafes  in  which  the  preparations  of  iron 
lisve  been  succefsful,  were  trul^  cancerous  ;  and,  perhaps,  the  one  which 
I  have  endeavoured  to  relate  may  appear  equally  dubious.  Of  this  I  am 
fatisfled,  had  any  of  the  oppofers  of  the  efficacy  of  the  preparations  of  iron 
tn  the  treatment  of  cancer,  been  confulted  upon  the  cafe,  an  opinion  firni* 
lar  to  mine  would  have  been  delivered ;  and  I  am  happy  that  my  preju- 
dices are  never  fo  ilronff  as  to  induce  me  to  cohdemn,  without  trial,  a  re- 
medy which  has  at  leaft  nothing  to  forbid  its  application. ''  p.  95. 

Mr  Mahary  says,  <■  Not  having  taken  notes  of  these  cases,  I 
t&ti  only  say,  generally,  that  I  at  present  feel  a  strong  conviction 
of  the  efficacy  of  iron  in  bad  tdcers^  which,  I  believe,  would  scarce- 
ly,  if  at  all,  yield  to  the  hitherjo  usual  treatment "  p.  97.  In  a 
letter  fVom  Mr  Du  Oard,  he  says,  <'  In  that  peculiar  morbid  af- 
fection of  the  face,  however,  which  is  commonly  termed  cancer^ 
but  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  distinct  disease  from  cancer,  I  have 
liad  many  cases,  and,  by  the  iron  treatment,  have  happily  succeed- 
led  in  curing  all  of  them. "  p.  85.  I  have  tried, "  says  Mr  Allard» 
f  the  oxyphosphate  of  iron  in  several  cancerous  sores,  both  in 
{Private  practice,  and  in  the  Bristol  Infirmary  $  but  the  result  has 
vot  been  successful. "  p.  100.  In  a  letter  from  Mr  George  Bell, 
fie  states,  '*  I  shall  venture  only  to  observe,  as  the  general  re- 
sults of  my  experience  of  the  use  of  iron  in  cancers,  that  the  pre- 
paration* of  this  metal  seem  to  me  to  be  better  calculateq  for 
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those  cases  of  superficial  cuticalar  ulceration  which  rery  much 
resemble  cancer,  which  are  generally  ureated  as  cancerous,  and  are 
often  removed  by  the  knite;  for  example,  those  which  we  fre- 
quentlf  meet  with  on  the  ala:  nad^  the  eyelids,  the  forehead,  and 
even,  the  lips,  than  for  those  cases  of  cancerous  ulceration  of  the 
mamma  or  testes,  which  are  accompanied  by  a  deep-seated  in- 
duration of  a  glandular  pnrt. "  p.  216. 

From  opinions  so  distincUy  given  by  different  medical  men,  it 
is  difficult  to  conceive  how  their  sentiments  should  not  have  even 
merited  the  notice  of  Mr  Girmichael.  In  corresponding  with  a 
man  who  is  warped  to  particular  opinions,  it  is,  no  doubt,  a  de- 
licate task  to  expose,  by  strong  exjaressions,  any  favourite  prao* 
tfce*  and  to  porat  ont  his  errors ;  yet  the  quotations  we  have 
made,  are  quite  sufficient  to  evince  the  opinions  of  Mr  Carmi- 
cbael's  correspondents* 

The  other  parts  of  the  volume  before  us,  contain  remarks  on 
varicHis  snUects  connected  with  cancer ;  but  we  will  not  encroach 
ton  our  readers'  time,  by  attempting  to  make  any  extracts.  Before^ 
liowever,  taking  farewell  of  Mr  Carmichael,  we  may  observe^ 
that,  notwithstanding  the  vain  attempt  which  he  appears  to  us  to 
have  made,  to  recommend  to  the  public  a  reroeoy  for  cancer; 
yet  similar  inquiries  are  not  without  their  good :  they  may  ex- 
pose the  individual  to  severe  censure  and  reproach,  but  they  lead 
others  to  inquire  with  greater  attention  into  the  symptoms  and 
histories  of  those  diseases  which  resemble  cancer,  and  with  which 
t»ncer  is  so  liable  to  be  confounded*  On  the  other  hand,  the 
tide-pages  of  such  books  are  cruel  and  pernicious  $  they  delude 
many  unhappy  sufferers ;  and  by  inducing  them  to  try  a  useless 
remedy,  they  allow  that  moment  to  slip  away,  when  there  was 
one,  though  a  severe  cure,  for  their  disease.  In  this  point  of  view^ 
we  severe^  condemn  works  such  as  that  now  before  us,  as  diqr 
tend  to  stagger  the  belief  and  confidence  of  the  public  in  their 
opinion  of  the  truly  weU-informed  and  judicious,  and  lead  thto 
ignorant  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  mild  and  efficacious  ret- 
tnedy  for  a  disease  which,  as  far  as  we  yet  know,  admits  of  none 
\fXLi  the  knife. 
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PART  III. 

MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


No.  of  O 
CatvrhQt 124 


Itipart  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  PuBjLic  DjSPZi^SAitr^  (near 
Carey^StreetJ^London^from  Nov.  SOU  ibiOto  Feb.  2Slh  1811. 

ACVTK   DiSEJSSS. 

KaofCpseft. 

Tertiana     ,    •    •    •    •    ^  1 

Febris 16 

Ophthalmia 1 

Pieuritis.    •    .    •    •    ^    •  I 

Peripneumonia      .    ...  lit 

, ^ notha     .    .  1 

Pertussis      ....••  7 

Hepatitis     .••*•••  1 

]Peritonitis 3 

Dysenteria  p    .    •    •    •    •  11 


Rheamatismus  acutns 
Arthritis  rheumatica 
Scarlatina  anginosa  «• 
Herpes  zoster  • 
Erysipelas  faciei 
Epistazis     •     • 
Hydrocephalus 
Febris  infantum 
Abortus      •    . 


II 
1 

« 
1 
1 
2 

6 

4 


Cbronic  Diseases. 


Cynanche /chronica    .    •    « 
Cephalxa    ..•.«•• 
Vertigo       ...... 

Hemicrania     ..... 

Amauro8ts  •  .  •  .  ^  ■ 
Asthma  el  Dyspnoea  •  . 
Catarrhtts  chronicus  •    .    . 

Haemoptysis 

Phthisis 

Palpitatio     ••••«. 

Pieurodyne 

Dyspepsia 

Gastrodynia 

Pyrosis • 

Haematemesis  •     •    •    •    .       1 

Vomitus       3 

Icterus 2 

Enterodynia     .     '    •    .     .      5 

Diarrhoea 15 

Constipatio 8 

Colica  Pictonum       ...      1 


No.  of  Cases. 

.  .  23 

.  .  1 

.  .  1 

.  .  1 

.  .  3 

.  .  67 

•  .  11 

.  .  16 

.  .  3 

.  •  5 

.  .  15 

.  ,  20 

.  •  3 


No.  of 
Hepatalgia       .... 

Haemorrhagia  intestin.  . 
Haemorrhois  .  •  •  • 
Scirrhus  intest.  recL      . 

Marasmus 

Tsenia 

Ascaridet , 

Nephralgia  ..••,. 

Dysuria 

Enuresis  nocturma  •  .  , 
Hyiteralgia  .  .  •  .  , 
Leucorrhoea  .... 
Amenorrhcea  .... 
Dysmenorrhoea  .  •  .  . 
Menorrhagia  .  .  .  .  , 
Prolapsus  uteri     ... 

Hysteria , 

Chorea , 

Epilepsia     ...... 

Hemiplegia     .     •     •     •     , 
Paralysis  man&a    .    •    .    < 


t 
2 
5 
2 

8 
2 
2 

12 
3 
1 
4 

12 
7 
2 
5 
4 
3 
1 
3 
2 
1 
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Chrosic  DisSjtsKM  continued* 


No.  of  Cues. 

Asthenia 18 

Rheumat.  chronicus  ...  26 

JLumbago  et  Sciatica      •    .  2 

Melancholia I 

Scrofula 1 

Hydrothorax 1 

Anasarca    •••»••  4 


No.  of  Caae&, 

Ascites  ....••.•  1 

Hydrops*  tot.  corporis   •    •  S 

Impetigo S 

Psoriasis 4 

Porrigo  •••.,••  5 

Scabies •  S 

Lepra 1 


The  winter  has  been  variable^  bat,  on  the  whole,  moderate  in 
point  of  temperature.  The  month  of  December  was  exceeding* 
^  moist,  some  rain  having  fallen  on  a  great  majority  of  days. 
On  the  27th,  a  frost  set  in,  which  continued  during  a  fortnight 
with  considerable  severity,  the  thermometer  frequenth^  standing 
at  19*  in  the  morning,  and  the  degree  of  cokt,  as  anecting  the 
mnimal  temperature,  iieing  eonsfderaUy  augmented  on  several 
days  by  a  strong  north-east  wind.  Durmg  the  remainder  of  Ja- 
nuary, the  weather  was  damp  and  muggy,  with  occasion^  slight 
ftost,  and  one  heavy  faU  of  snow  m  tbe  n^ht  of  the  30th,  which 
totally  disappeared  on  the  following  day.  With  the  exception 
of  the  thira  week,  in  which  the  mornings  and  nights  were  fix>sty, 
February  has  lieen  very  mild  and  showery.  The  winds  have 
been  unusually  high  during  the  winter,  and  the  fogs  less  frequent 
than  is  common. 

Tbe  course  of  the  weather  has  thus  been,  on  the  whole,  very 
similar  to  that  of  the  la^t  winter,  but  somewhat  less  severe,  ana 
accompanied  with  a  clearer  atmosphere;  and  the  list  of  diseases 
above  stated  corresponds  very  nearly  with  that  which  we  gave  for 
the  same  period  last  yeari  the  immber  of  instances  of  chronic 
cough  and  of  peripneumonia  noiha  bekig  in  the  present  list  some- 
what less  numerous.  The  total  number  of  medical  patients  has 
been  53^^  daring  the  three  months  comprehended  by  the  report, 
of  which  237  were  pulmonary  complaints,  and  a  large  proper* 
tion  occurred  since  the  b^inning  of  January.  *  Probably  the 
unusual  absence  of  fogs,  especially  during  the  frosty  weather, 
may  account  for  the  smaller  number  of  the  two  forms  of  pecto- 
ral disease  just  mentioned.  The  acute  catarrhs,  however,  have 
been  generally  severe,  accompanied  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
general  fever,  and  prostration  of  strength  f  but  they  have  com- 
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monly  been  short  in  their  duration,  and  the  convalescence  has 
been  speedy,  especially  in  the  young  and  strong,  many  of  whom 
have  been  thus  attacked.  The  bowd  complaints,  which  have  been 
rather  numerous,  have  not  proved  very  severe  or  tedious  in  gene* 
nl.  Only  two  cases  ofdysentery  were  accompanied  by  a  disehaige 
of  blood*  Contagious  febrile  mseases  have  been  almost  unknown 
in  our  district  during  the  last  three  months ;  so  that,  akhough  we 
have  had  occasion  to  see  a  mod  deal  of  indisposition,  during  this 
period,  we  have  witnessed  but  a  small  proportion  of  mortality* 

Under  the  head  of  Febris  we  have  classed  the  few  anomalous 
and  slight  cases  of  continued  fever  that  have  occurred.  Tliese 
have  never  shown  any  tendency  to  the  typhoid  form,  and  have 
not  spread  beyond  the  individuab  in  whom  they  originated.  In 
some  instances  the  bowels  appear  to  have  been  the  only  seat  of 
local  irritation,  the  head  remaining  free  from  disorder,  except  a 
little  pain  in  the  forehead  and  teriiples ;  and  the  symptoms  have 
disappeared  in  a  few  days,  by  the  use  of  purgatives,  diaphoretics, 
and  abstinence.  In  oliiers,  the  principal  symptoms  have  been 
languor,  lassitude,  and  total  loss  w  appetite,  or  rather  a  loathing 
oJF  iDod,  with  a  quick  pulse,  dry  tongue  and  skin,  and  loss  of 
f  leep,  the  patients  not  being  altogether  confined  to  bed,  nor  com* 
plaining  of  much  actual  suSering.  In  such  cases,  it  has  appear- 
^  that  little  active  treatment  can  be  pursued  with  advantage ; 
the  disease  must  be  led,  rather  than  driven.  Both  stimulants, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  evacuations,  on  the  other,  appear  rather  to 
disturb,  than  to  accelerate  the  progress  to  recovery,  which  time 
certainly  brings  about  The  moderate  use  of  diluent  drinks,  and 
of  liquid  vegetable  nutriment,  with  the  mildest  saline  laxatives 
and  diaphoretics,  absolute  quietness  of  mind  and  body,  and  a 
medium  temperature  of  the  apartment,  rather  verging  to  the 
warm  than  the  cold,  appears  to  be  the  most  useful  treatment  in 
th^se  cases  j  at  least  aner  the  fever  is  established,  which  is  corn** 
inonly  the  case  when  we  are  first  called  in. 

Both  the  patients  affected  with  tape-worm  took  the  oil  of  tur- 
pentine, in  the  dose  of  an  ounce  and  half;  and  in  both  it  wss 
followed  by  a  discharge  of  a  very  considerable  length  of  the  worm. 
One  of  the  patients  had  been  relieved  by  the  same  remedy,  at 
the  Dispensary,  in  the  month  of  November  last,  and  had  since 
that  time  remained  tolerably  free  from  uneasiness;  yet  sh^  now 
passed  a  tsenia  of  several  feet  in  length,  on  repeating  the  turpen- 
tine, to  which  she  was  led  in  conse(^uence  of  some  joints  of  the 
worm  having  lately  begun  to  pass  from  the  anus  while  she  was 
going  about.  The  thready  bead  of  the  animal,  howeveri  has  not 
yet  appeared. 

The  palsy  of  the  hand  occurred  in  a  compositor,  employed  in 
a  printing  office,  who  had  had  three  or  four  similar  attacks  be- 
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fore.  This  afleeden,  in  which  the  hand  drops,  m  in  the  case 
the  palsy  from  lead,  succeeding  to  colica  pictonum,  appears  to 
ame  firrai  handling  the  types,  and  is  not  very  uncommon  in  per  • 
flons  employed  aa  oompositors.  It  is  supposed,  however,  to  arise 
principally  from  handAng  the  melaUic  types  when  koi;  and  is  said 
chiefly  to  aifeot  thoae  who,  after  washing  their  types,  handle  them 
while  drying  before  the  fire.  This  attack  was  preceded  by  coosti- 
ration  and  ooic,  with  great  depression  of  stroigth  and  spirits. 
The  Bath  waters  aflbrd  tne  most  eflectual  cure  of  these  local  pal- 
sies I  as  in  the  cases  aifecting  painters,  glass-polishers,  &c 

The  case  of  shingles  (herpes  zoster)  was  characterised  by  a 
broad  bdt  of  clusters  of  vesieubr  eruptions,  which  extended 
more  than  half  round  the  waist,  and  was  accompanied  by  slight 
fevtfishness,  and  a  considerable  deep-seated  pain  in  the  abdo- 
men. As  is  usual,  the  disorder  began  and  terminated  its  course 
in  Jeurieen  days,  going  throu^  its  changes  of  vesicle,  pustule, 
and  scab,  with  its  accustomed  regularity.  *  Dr  Cullen  very  lust- 
ly  questions  the  propriety  of  his  arrangement,  when  he  places 
this  disease  among  the  species  of  Erysipelas,  f  It  is  very  distinct 
both  from  that  and  every  other  eruptive  disease,  in  the  appear* 
ance,  form,  and  duration  of  the  eruption  i  inasmuch  as  it  con- 
sists of  minute,  clustered  vesicles^  transparent  in  the  first  instance, 
and  each  cluster  surrounded  with  a  narrow  i^l  margin  j  diese 
clusters  become  more  or  (ess  confluent;  the  matter  in  the  vesiclea 
beoomes,  in  two  or  three  days,  opaque,  but  not  exactly  a  yeUow 
pus  $  and  then  it  dries  into  a  little  brown  scab,  which  falls,  or  is 
rubbed  off  about  the  fomrteenth  day.  This  eruptive  complaint  is 
not  uQcommon  in  London ;  since,  from  the  commencement  of 
these  reports,  I  have  seen  about  twenty-three  cases.  But  herpes 
is  occasional^  seen  in  other  forms,  bmdes  this  of  the  zosier  or 
zoftar  above  described ;  that  is,  an  eruption  b^inning  with  small 
clustered  vesideSf  upon  a  red  and  itching  base ;  soon  becoming 
opaque,  or  pustular,  and  terminating  in  fourteen  days,  occurs  in 
various  forms ;  and  to  such  an  eruption  alone  is  the  term  herpes 
confined  in  the  npmendati^re  of.  Pr  Willan.  It  is  sometimes 
confined  to  a  single  patch  or  cluster  (always  disposed  to  assume 
the  circular  or  oval  figure),  and  sometimes  several  appear;  if  on 
the  limbs,  they  spreaalongitudinally,  and  not  round  them,  ^  on 
the  trunk  of  the  body,  xhave  seen  herpes,  in  several  instances, 
on  the  prepuce;  in  which  case  the  vesicles  are  very  minute,  five 


•  See  the  history  of  this  Affection  In  the  Q^poit,  July  18Q5,  Vol  I.  pi  589  of 
this  JoumaL 
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or  «x  in  number  in  each  dusteri  if  there  be  more  than  one.  In 
this  instance*  the  progress  very  much  resembles  that  of  begin- 
ning dMmere«  as  described  by  authors  f  and  I  once  knew  mercary 
employed,  and  escharotics  applied  under  that  impressioii.  This 
herpes  prapUialiSf  if  left  to  itself,  that  is,  if  no  ointments  or  sti- 
mulants are  applied,  and  the  matter  be  simply  absorbed  by  dry 
lint  (when  the  little  sores  are  exposed  by  the  rubbing  off  <m*  the 
tops  of  the  pustules),  invariably  terminates  i»  a  fortnight ;  but 
the  ulcerations  may  be  much  extended,  both  in  extent  and  dura- 
tion, by  active  interference;  although  nothing,  I  believe^  will 
shorten  their  natural  period. 

It  is  to  be  regietteo,  that  this  word  herpes  has  been  so  much 
misapplied  and  abused ;  so  that,  like  sotrry,  and  some  other 
terms,  it  is  often  used  as  synonymous  with  aUoT^emis  erupthm. 
The  litde  ukers,  by  which  it  is  considered  as  charaetarized  by 
many  writers,  are,  in  fact*  the  secondary  q)pearanoes,  after  the 
vesicles  have  changed  their  form ;  *  and  it  is  scarcely  to  be  doubt* 
ed,  that  these  ulcerations  have  been  often  actually  produced,, 
and  rendered  inveterate,  by  the  busy  hand  of  art  f  when  we 
find  Turner  and  others  **  clipping  off  the  headfr ''  of  the  vesicles, 
for  the  sake  of  preveniing  erosfam,  and  of  app^ing  aifi;g.  dsapom" 
p^olygaSf  &C. ;  f  and  from  w^at  we  have  seen  in  the  use  of  the 
red  oxide  of  mercury  in  on^  case  of  the  praeputial  herpes;  The 
vesicle  often  becomes  opalte  in  two  days;  and  mistake  have 
doubtless  arisen  from  the  late  period  at  which  medieid  men  are 
applied  to.  I  know  of  no  writer  who  has  mentioned  this  herpes 
of  the  prepuce,  except  one,  in  a  number  ci  the  Med*  and  Phys. 
Journal,  I  believe,  for  May  or  June  1810,  who  has  given  a^plate 
very  ill  representing  its  form.  The  author  of  an  aole  essay  on 
herpes,  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Edinburgh^  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  p.  $25,  appears  to  have  erred^  in  not  suffi** 
ciently  discriminating  between  papulae,  pustula,  and  vesicula. 

Feb.  29.  T.  B. 
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f  Tiirn«r  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  Ckap.  V.    Sec  elio  RuKell,  de  Tabe  Gla*- 
dtiltfi,  Where  a  still  harsher  practice  Was  employed. 


ISl  1.         Mr  WLM  on  Dianhcia  and  Dysentery:  id 


On  the  Treatment  of  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a  priyate  letter^  dated  Lisbon^ 
9th  November  1810,  from  Mr  James  M'Leod,  Hospital-Mate^ 
to  bis  brother  Mr  Oeorse  M^Leod,  surgeon^  Glasgow.  As  it 
seems  to  throw  some  additional  light  on  the  nature  and  treat- 
ment of  diseases,  which,  in  many  instances,  hare  baffled  most 
of  the  means  hitherto  employed,  we  feel  pleasure  in  laying  it  be- 
fore  the  pubuc. 

**  In  my  last  letter,  I  mentioned  the  mode  of  practice  follow- 
ed in  this  hospital  in  respect  to  dysentery.  You  perhaps  thought 
me  too  warm'in  favour  of  that  plan ;  but  six  weeks  more  expe* 
lience  fully  justified  what  I  then  stated.  From  the  following 
monthly  return,  you  may  judge  of  our  success.  From  the  20th 
September  to  the  20di  October,  we  dismissed  604  patients:  there 
were  eleven  deaths,  viz.  three  within  a  few  hours  i^er  admis- 
sion, five  men,  two  women,  and  one  child.  The  diseases  were 
as  follows : — 400  dysentery  and  diarrhoea,  chiefly  of  the  former; 
200  fevers;  150  intermittents;  and  S4>  rheumatism,  ophthalmid^ 
and  venereal. 

**  If  we  get  the  patients  direct  from  the  army,  they  are  cured 
on  an  average  of  from  four  to  six  days ;  for  we  find,  that  the 
stronger  the  patient  is,  the  cure  in  proportion  will  be  quick;  we 
are  obliged  to  bleed  twice,  and  sometimes  thrice  a-day,  during 
the  two  first  days,  before  the  inflammatory  symptoms  are  abated. 
I  have  seen  a  patient  lose  100  ounces  of  blood  oefore  the  bloody 
faeces  were  stopped ;  and  during  all  that  time,  he  looked  better 
every  day,  (as  Dr  Watt  mentions  in  his  diabetic  cases,  or  in 
those  that  I  saw  in  the  Glasgow  Infirmary.)  This  plan  of  cur6 
goes  completely  against  the  old  school;  for,  on  looking  over  your 

notes  of  G 's  Lectures,  I  find  that  he  says, — *•  blading  is' 

never  to  be  put  in  practice,  as  debility  so  soon  ensues  after  the 
first  attack.'/  Now,  by  experience  I  find,  that  a  patient  is  more 
debilitated  from  losing  two  ounces  by  the  anus,  than  by  taking 
twelve  ounces  from  the  arm,  which  is  our  general  allowance  at 
each  bleeding;  and  so  far  fromi  becoming  we^er,  he  will  tell  you, 
that  be  is  better  since  letting  blood ;  and  that  the  griping  pains,, 
with  the  tenesmus,  are  gone;  his  countenance,  which  was  fiill  of 
Anxiety,  is  changed  to  serenity.  If  any  heiadach,  redness  pf  the 
eyes,  or  pain  of  the  bowels  remain,  v.  s.  is  again  repeated,  with 
three  doses  of  pulv.  ipecac,  each  containing  seven  grains,  one  to' 
be  taken  every  three  hours,  with  plenty  of  hot  drink.     If  the 
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f surging  baa  been  suddenly  stopped,  we  give  a  few  grsins  of  cfti^ 
omel,  and  twelve  grains  of  rnabarb  which  gentfally  carries 
off  the  scybake.  Afterwards,  we  give  the  Mist  Arab,  with  sixty 
drops  of  the  tincture  of  opium  to  ^ery  pound  of  it.  This  quan- 
tity is  to  be  taken  eveiy  twentr-four  honr»/-  We  support  the  pa- 
tient with  good- soups,  and  the  best  wine.  Hie  case?  of  diar« 
ihcea  are  treated  iust  in  the  same  way;  only  we  scMom  Ueed» 
unless  the  patient  be  plethoric.  With  respect  to  oM  case^of  dy- 
sentery, die  same  practice  answers :  only  it  most  be  used  with- 
more  caution. 


Bemarkihyiyt  RoBERt  Watt  tf  GlasgonOf  "oiho  transmitted  the 

preuding  Extract. 

The  practice  of  Uood-letting  in  dysentery  was  very  common 
limong  the  aneicnts ;  and  if  their  aooounts  be  accurate,  its  ef- 
fects were  as  decisive,  as  its  employment  was  general  Oalat, 
JBlius,  and  Trmllian,  speak  of  bleeding  a»  the  chief  source  of 
fflving  i^apedally  in  the  bc^imung  and  bdght  of  the  com- 
pJamL  Rivtnus  mentions  venesection  as  a  common  practice  in 
nis  time,  and  gives  cases  where  it  was  employed  with  success. 
Amatus,  the  Portumiesie,  describea*  the  case  of  a  patient,  who 
was  bled  ftedy  on  ttie  thirtieth  day  eX  the  disease.  <*  Mark»  "' 
says  he,  **  the  surprising  event, — ^immediately  the  blood  ceased^ 
but  the  looseness  continued. "  f  Hebter  observes^  ^*  that  those 
virho  aire  full  of  blood,  and  affected  with  gmt  heat,  and  in  whom 
an  inflammation  of  the  bowcb  was  to  be  feared^  I  bled  in  the 
beginning,  vrUch  gave  them  great  relief;  and,-  by  using  the  »- 
fcre-mentioned  remedies,  they  were  the  more  centainly  presarv*^ 
cd."t 

.  But  one  (tf  the  most  pointed  remarks  with  r^nuid  to  bleeding; 
ill  the  cure  of  dysentery,  is  contained  in  the  fiinowitag  passage, 
in  a  letter  addressed  by  Dr  Wh  vte  to  the  Duke  of  York,  dated^ 
Torbay,  10th  August  1799.  *'  If  purging  and  tormina  stiB  con* 
tinue ;  or  if  the  patient  have  headacfa,  or  any  other  sympltom  of 
general  fever,  no  time  must  be  lost  in  recurring  to  tlie lancet;* 
and  we  must  not  be  deterred  by  the  low  state  of  the  pubei  It  is^ 
the  removal  of  pain  and  purging  that  is  remiired ;  and  from  suc- 
cessful experience  in  some  hundred  cases,  I  say  confidently,  that- 
by  such  means  we  may  always  succeed.    I  have  frequently  ta- 


f '  Cockborn  on  Fluseti  p.  001.. 
1^  H«tk't-Ote.>  109. 


laen  from  forty  to  fi%,  and  sixty  ounces  of  blood,  in  a  coup  r 
€>f  hours  f  aim  in  so  doing,  saved^many  valuable  lives.  ^ 

According  to  these  observatibns  oi  Dr  Whyter  the  low  state 
of  the  pulse  ought  to  form  no  objection  to  the  use  of  the  lancet.- 
I>r  Donald  Munro  appears  to  have  entertained  a  similar  senti- 
pent.  **  Nor  were  we  disconraged,  '*  says  he,  *^  from  bleeding. 
ID  the  beaming  by  the  bw  quick  pulse,  which  often  attended: 
diis  disoraer  f  and  we  frequently  foimd  the  pulse  rise-as  the  blood^ 
flawed  from  the  vein.  **  f 

Ghapm^  6tAFebruarj/f  1811. 


Extract  if  a  Letter  from  t^rVfAVr. 

I  have  now  to  add,  that  in  perusing  Botallus^s  Treatise,.  '^  De 
cnratione  per  mb«oaem  sanguiuis,  ^  I  have  found  a  very  ample 
display  of  the  practice,  illustrated  by  numerou6  cases.  ^(:  I  find 
the  subject  also  treated  at  considerable  length  in  »' work  by  Dr 
^hite,  entitled,  **  De  reda  missicme  sanguinis,  ^  published  in 
I721.  The  practiee  indted'  appears  to  have  been  very  common 
among  the  ancients. 

I  have  made  these  and  die  former  remarks^- not  by  any  means 
to  detract  from  the  merit  of  diose  who  have  so  happily  adopted 
she  treatment  on  this  occasion  ^  but  rather  to  encourage  wiera* 
to  imitate  their  example,  by  showing  them  that  the  plan  has  the 
ex|)erience  of  ages  in  its  favour,  and  the  support  of  some  of  the-* 
bngbtest  onuunents  of  science. 

Gldtgawy  9tli  Febrwmfy^  1811. 
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•  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  Vol  IL  The  IMr  Wbytc  her«  alluded 
tb,  bad  redded  come  time  at  Constantinople,  and  had  viiited  different  parts 
«f  the  Mediterranean  before  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie**  expedition  to  £gypt  In 
aider  to  proaecute  his  medical  infestiga^ons,.  he  came  into  the  service  of  the  ar- 
aiy  as  botpital-nste.  He  was  for  seme  time  attadied  to  a  corps  of  M<keit  pfo* 
aeersk  He  first  employed  the  depleting  plan  on  himself,  on  Andiug  oU^er  means  faiL 
The  quantity  tafcen  was  very  great,  bnt  the  resnlt  wits  an  instantaneous'and  complete- 
oQta^  He  aHerwards  eHended  the  practiee  to  others  with  the  samebeoeficial  conse- 
quences. %  granted,  bowefer,  that,  in  mild  caseis  a  cure  might  be  accomplished^ 
by  gender  measures,  particularly  by  minnel  bandages. 

Dr  Whyte  died  at  Alexandria,  by  inoculating  himself  for  tho  plague,  which  he- 
bid  done  twioe  before  with  impttnity»  with  w  view  to  prove  that  the  disease  was  not 
infoctibus. 

t  On  the  Diseases  of  the  Anny; 

%  BouUus  was  physician  to  the  Frencb  enAaisy  at  the  court  of  Queen  EUse*'' 
beth, 

Q.2    " 
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Extract  Jrom  a  Letter  on  the  Use  of  Tincture  of  Muriai  ^  Iron 

in  Gleet. 

Mr  Cline  (as  is  well  known)  long  ago  pointed  ont  the  great 
benefit  which  results  from  the  use  of  the  '^  Tinctura  M uriaUs 
fi^rri "  in  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  urethra.  Some  time  ago  my 
attention  was  particularly  attracted  to  this  medicine,  by  a  case 
of  hysteria,  of  which  ischuria  renalis  seemed  to  be  a  very  pro- 
minent symptom.  The  effects  were  so  strongly  marked,  that  I 
thought  the  subject  worthy  of  being  prosecuted  still  further.  I 
have  not,  indeed,  had  any  opportunity  of  repeating  the  expe- 
riment in  any  cases  of  pure  ischuria ;  but  I  hare  had  occasion 
to  use  it  in  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  urethra,  accompanied  by 
^ome  symptoms  of  ischuria,  and  have  found  it  uniformly  suc- 
cessful in  relieving  both. — In  the  course  of  my  use  of  it  in  spas- 
modic stricture,  F  have  had  strong  reasons  for  believing,  that  it 
is  a  very  powerful  remedy  in  the  gleet,  which  so  usually  sucdted? 
gonorriioea.  I  have  seen  only  two  cases  in  which  it  was  employ* 
^ ;  but  in  both,  it  was  decidedly  useful.  When  persisted  in, 
the  discharge  ceased ;  when  intermitted,  though  for  a  very  short 
time,  before  the  entire  cessation  of  the  gleet,  the  disease  became 
as  virulent  as  before ;  but  when  steadify  employed,  the  benefit 
was  permanent. — The  dose  which  I  have  employed,  was  from  40 
(o  60  drops  thrice  a^day. 

-  The  particulars  of  the  cases  it  is  unnecessary  to  state.  My  ob- 
ject will  be  sufficiently  attained,  if,  by  this  communication,  my 
Drethren  in  extensive  practice  should  be  induced  to  give  a  fkir 
trial  to  a  remedy  which  appears  to  me  so  simple^  and  at  the  same 
time  so  very  emcacious% 


'  V  ^  , 

Observations  on  the  Treatment  of  Ophihatmia^  hy  Salivaiion^  and 
a  Case  of  diseased  Rectumt  successftdly  treated.  Communicat- 
ed to  Dr  Watt  by  Mr  James  Muir,  Surgeon,  Paisley,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Glasgow. 

As  inflammation  of  the  eyes  is  one  of  those  diseieses  in  which  the 
usual  antiphlogistic  means  sometimes  fail  to  afford  relief,  and  as 
few  patients  in  private  practice  can  well  bear,  or  indeed  would 
readily  submit  to  those  copious  bleedings  so  successfully  employed 
iu  the  army,  I  have  been  induced  to  adopt  a  mode  oi  treatmto^ 


181 L  Mr  Muir  an  Ophthalmia^  S^S^ 

which,  though  not  new,  *  deserves,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  more 
generally  followed.  I  offer  it  to  your  consideration  with  the 
peater  confidence,  that  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  share 
of  attention  which  professional  men  have  paid  to  this  disease, 
since  the  memorable  expedition  to  Egypt,  its  ravages  are  still  to 
be  deplored,  not  only  as  producing  great  and  permanent  distress 
to  individuals,  but  as  a  national  evil.  The  purulent  o})htha]my  in 
adults  has  never  come  under  my  observation,  so  that  I  cannot 
Judge  how  far  the  practice  may  be  admissible  in  this  form  of  the 
disease,  but  as  some  of  your  pupils  may  hereafter  enter  into  the 
public  service,  if  you  think  the  foHowing  case  can  supply  them 
with  any  hints  for  mitigating  the  severity  of  this  disorder,  you 
are  at  liberty  to  make  wnat  use  of  it  you  please. 

In  the  summer  of  1808,  when  the  acute  ophthalmy  prevailed 
in  this  place  in  a  severb  and  obstinate  form,  the  son  of  D« 

Id* J ,  aged  17,  was  seized  with  the  disease  in  his  right  eye. 

Sefore  I  saw  him,  the  cornea  had  burst,  and  he  had  seen  none 
nvith  it  for  three  weeks  $  the  inflammation  had  attacked  the  left 
eye,  and,  in  a  few  days,  he  was  completely  blind*.  He  was  bled 
at  the  arm,  and  the  eyelids  were  scarified  repeatedly ;'  the  head 
^was  blistered,  and  he  was  freouently  purged  without  relief.  Re- 
flecting on  the  advantages  which  I  had  frequently  seen  derived  in 
other  mflammatory  disorders  from  mercurial  salivation,  I  deter- 
mined  to  have  recourse  to  it  in  this  instance,  as  the  only  chance 
which  seemed  to  remain  of  preserving  the  sight  of  the  left  eye, 
and  abating  the  patient's  sufferings.  1  accordingly  put  him  upon 
a  course  of  calomel  and  opium;  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  find, 
that  as  the  mouth  became  affected,  the  inflammation  subsided, 
and  vision  was  restored.  Hiere  is  now  staphyloma  of  the  right 
eye,  only  a  small  part  at  the  edge  of  the  cornea  on  one  side  re- 
maining transparent ;  the  iris  of  the  lefi;  eye  is  drawn  a  little  to- 
wards tne  inner  canthus,  giving  the  pupil  an  oblong  shape,  but 
vision  is  complete,  and  the  patient  has  dnce  followed  his  occu- 
pation of  a  weaver  without  interruption. 

£lince  that  period  I  have  employed  salivation  in  many  other 
cases  of  ophthalmy  with  the  same  happy  effects  ;  the  pain  and 
inflammation  always  receding,  as  the  salivary  glands  became  af- 
fected, and  the  sight  becoming  as  strong  as  formerly.  The  tem- 
porary inconvenience  from  the  mercurial  disorder,  is  compen- 
sated, not  only  by  the  cure  of  this  tedious  and  dangerous  dis- 
ease, but  in  many,  by  a  better  state  of  health  than  they  for  8om« 
time  enjoyed. 

Allow  me  to  subjoin  the  case  of  diseased  rectumj  of  which  { 
spoke  to  you  when  lately  in  this  place. 

*  See  RiTerius. 
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ISik  October^  1810.--J.  W*  sen.  aged  59^  has  bean  ral^ect  ta 
pfles  for  16  years,  whkhy  about  four  yeais  ago,  distresMd  hioi 
much  within  the  gut.  After  contiDuiBg  fi)r  a  ynr  and  a  half  im 
diis  utuation,  he  ei>j<^ed  a  pretty  peifect  renusrion  fer  abc^ut 
three  quarters  of  a  year»  when  they  returned  in  die  same  nuui* 
ner.  !six  months  ago  he  began  to  be  affected  with  escniciatiBg 
pain  at  the  anu^  on  going  to  stool  matter  was  observed  to  ooaia 
£rom  it  in  smd^uantities)  and,  fer  ten  weeks,  he  has  never  boot 
able  to  procure  any  evacpation  without  ptirgatfres  or  .clysten* 
He  can  Dear  noboOT  to  introduce  the  clyster^pipe  but  himself  i 
the  feces  are  as  smsll  as  a  worm^  and  indented  afei^  thesnr&ce; 
the  exertion  is  succeeded  by  ^r^  heat  and  pain  at  the  anus,  ibr 
"which  he  employs  fomentations.  He  has  frequently  pain  and 
difficulty  in  making  urine,  which  b  deficient  in  quanti^^  The 
fienis  is  shrunik  even  when  he  has  erections,  which,  are  feebk  ;  lie 
bas  lost  kis  appetite,  jmd  he  does  not  perq[»re# 
%  Ung.  Acet.  Cupri.  Siss. 
— -hydrarg.  fort  \ 

^  Nitrat.  mit.  a  3vi.    M. 

Naoembar  12/A.-r-With  great  difficulty  and  pain,  kegot  afikda 
of  the  ointment  introduced  into  the  gut  three  or  four  times  aday; 
After  using  it  three  days,  the  gut  began  to  wddcn,  and  m  ei^ 
4or  ten  days,  he  says,  he  never  Tek  in  his  life  more  ^tisftctkm 
than  when,  imrtead  of  being  scarcdy  aUe.to  introdHce  the  small* 
est  dyster-pipe,  he  cosdd  introduce.two  iin|;ev8ii  .llie  bowek  are 
natural ;  the  dysury  hiiss  left  him  ;  tke  penis  has  resumed  ita  ni^ 
tural  siae,  and  wonted  vigorous  erections.  .  For  taft  days  ke  has 
used  a  few  mercurial  pills,  which  gently  affiscted  his  moutk. 

Febmary  6<&,  18U.-«tie  has  continued  free  from  ooiiylBints 
in  these  parts.  ...        ,/»..». 

Paisley,  7M  EAruanf,  1811. 
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MEDICAL  KEPORT  fSS  GLASGOW  INFIRMAST  fer  IMa 

UU  ^  Patients  admUied  and  disdmrged^ 

■'  ■  *  ■    •    •/•..■•'■/'    .       '  • 
From  1st  January,  181CH  to  Ist  Smtuxj^  1811« 

Patients  remaiDiag  in  the  house,  81st  December  1809^       «       1€8 
AdmiMed sinci^      .    •       .   -       .  v,  ...-  -  -        9CT 


•  •  < 


IasIU       -       1057 


■Itlt. 


llUport  ^  GUttfflK  hifimary. 


Ul 


Medicd.  6561 


mJBtL^  6331 


Surgical!  401  j  *®^  Women,  424  J  ^^^ 


Cored, 

Selieved, 

Desiret 

Dead, 

Advice, 

Irregokr, 

Iinproper, 


fRemainiiig  Slit  Secenber  18jL(^ 


617 
139 
63 
59 
32 
15 
18 

933 
121 

10<7 


lAst  of  Diseasa  treated  in  the  Infirmary  of  Glasgow  in  1810. 


Abecesi,  comnum,  casat  of  8 

■        lumbar        •  10 

Amaurosis        •            •  3 

Aneurism        •            •  1 

Apoplexy       -            -  1 

Asthma        -                -  7 

Bleeding  from  lungs         •  6 

■■                       stomach  1 

SmiM        *           •         «  8 

^ura        .          .          -  13 

Cancer            •                 «  8 

Carious  bone             -  10 

Cataract          •           .  l 

Catarrh^            .            .  4 

Chlorosis        •                 •  1 

Cholera  morbus            «  1 

Colic,  lead            •            -  2 

Compression  of  brain  3 

Concussion  of  brvn        -  11 

Consumption        •           -  ^7 

Curved  spine              •  8 

JDebility            •            -  2 

Diabetes  mellitus  •  8 
Diarrhoea  •  -2 
Dislocation            •          •2 

Dropsy  -  •  39 
Dysentery            -            -5 

Dyspepsia  •  35 
Dysurui        •                -3 

Jfinuresis           •                -  1 

Epilepsy            .            «  8 

flrysipeUs                -  11 


Fever,  intermittent        '  •  8 

■  nervous             -  1 

■  putrid  •  •  5 
— ^ —  simple  continued  76 
Fistulainano             •  S 

■  '  ■  in  peijnseo  -  2 
Fracture,  simple         -  12 

—  compound          •  S 

Fungus  bmiatodes       •  S 

Gangrene           •            •  1 

Hare-lip           •           •  1 

Headach        •            •  li 

Heart,  organic  diseasei  of  S 

Hydrocele            •            -  9 

Hypochondriasis            -  8 

Hystevia        '   -             -  18 

Jaundice        •               -  ^ 

Inflammation  of  eyes  25 

—              ■         brain  1 

—                intestines  2 

■                      kidney  1 

liver  1$ 

— —  lungf  60 

throat  8 

Joints,  diseased         •  39 

Lock-jaw        •             •  1 

Lues  venerea            -  72 

Mamraai  diseased          •  7 

Mania           -                •  1 

Mensium  suppressio         •  S 

Palsy        -         •            -  12 

Parapbymosis               •  | 
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April 


Phagedena 

1 

Sprain 

S 

Polypus  of  the  nose 

m 

2 

Stone            -              • 

3 

uterus 

1 

Stricture  of  urethra 

2 

Prostate,  diseased 

m 

S 

Testis  tumidus 

7 

Rectum,  diseased 

m 

2 

Tussis  senilis 

6 

Rheumatism 

m 

56 

Tumour 

9 

ttupture 

m 

2 

Ulcer 

80 

St  Vitus's  dance 

m 

.    2 

Varicose  veins                * 

5 

Scald-hqad 

• 

6 

Wound 

11 

^ibbens 

•m 

18 

Worms                • 

1 

Simulatio 

m 

2 

Water  in  the  head 

2 

Skin,  diseases  of 

m 

25 

« 

• » 

Small-pox 

m 

2 

In  all    . 

9S« 

Spleen,  diseased 

m 
• 

1 

• 
• 

ua 

of  Operations. 

Amputation 

11 

Fistula  in  ano 

I 

Couching 

Cutting  for  stone  in  b 

- 

1 

Hare-lip 

1 

ladder 

S 

Tapping  for  hydrocele 

6 

Extirpation  of  cancerous  breast  S 

• 

— 

' 

>lip 
-  tumou 

ITS  1 

In  all    . 

SO 

Mortality  BiUfor  the  City  of  Glasg&m  and  Suburbs.     1810. 


IN  THE  CITY. 


Malt.  Fern. 

January,  49  60 

February,  50  58 

March,    '  44  54 

April,  42  56 

May,  51  49 

June,  42  S5 

•July,  35  54 

August,  S6  49 

September,  4S  38 

October,  51  38 

November,  39  43 

Pecemt^er,  45  60 


Tot. 

109 

108 

98 

98 

100 

'77 

89 

85 

81 

89 

82 

105 


Total,      527        594       1121 


Under  2  years 
Between '  2  and  5 
5—10 
10  —  20 
20—30 
30  —  40 
40  —  SO 
50—60 
60  —  70 
70—80 
80  —  90 
90—100 


Total  in  city  and  suburbs,  1810 
Total  in  ditto       ditto         1809 


Total 


2367 
2368 


830 

110 

61 

59 

56 

84 

73 

92 

128 

89 

26 

3 


Decreased 


1811. 
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The  list  of  diseases  is  so  indiscriminate  as  hardly  to  deserve 
notice.  Tbi3  foUowing  are  some  of  the  most  remarkable  items 
in  the  list  for  the  city:  Consumption,  240,  aged  232;  stoppings 
100;  chincough,  94;  fever,  81 ;  bowel  hive,  79;  still-born,  70$ 
measles,  51;  teething,  28;  water  in  the  head,  27;  asthma,  96$ 
small-pox,  23. — llie  circumstance  of  there  being  only  one  of  dif« 
ference  between  the  sum  of  the  deaths  in  the  two  years  is  ic« 
fiia;:kable. 


« 

Rain  in  1810. 

.  Al  Dalkeith 

.    2.  BothweU  Castle. 

3.  Glasgow. 

4.  £45 

First 

Second. 

Tiiirf. 

FoUTtll. 

January, 

2.280 

1.770 

1.743 

3.740 

February, 

0.984 

1.455 

1.283 

3.191 

March, 

2.843 

2.467 

1.687 

4.051 

April, 

1.584 

0.768 

.   0.659 

3.170 

May, 

1.435 

0.707 

0,510 

0.732 

June, 

1.479 

1.962 

1.145 

1.781 

July, 

3.134 

S.«40 

3.724 

3.100 

August, 

3.100 

2.410 

2.874 

3.244 

September, 

0.457 

0.620 

0.724 

1.804 

October, 

1.570 

1;807 

1.176 

2.399 

November, 

4.430 

*j*\j<j^ 

3.374 

4.859 

December, 

2.340 

4.070 

2.534 

6.643 

Total, 

25.636 

25.010 

21.433 

38.714 

Do.  in  1809, 

28.552 

24.440 

25.132 

40.624 

Remarks. — From  this  Table,  it  appears  that  the  rain  in  some 
part«;  of  the  west  coast  of  Scotland  is  nearly  double  that  in  the 
more  inland  parts  of  the  country.  Can  this  change  have  any 
particular  influence  on  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  ?  Are  there 
any  diseases  peculiar  to  those  situations  ?  Is  croup  more  frequeiit 
than  in  other  situations  ?  Dr  Chcyne  remarks,  that  croup 
**  chie%  appears  in  the  wiiter  and  springs  in  low  situations)  ex« 
posed  to  air  which  has  pa«s€<J  over  large  bodies  of  water,  and  is 
most  especially  ihe  disease  of  scarport  towns.  *'  Is  it  frequent  in 
Greenock,  a  sea-port  tow^j,  where  more  rain  falls  than  in  almost 
any  other  place  in  Scotlurul  ?  It  «ippears,  from  the  bill  of  morta** 
lity  for  the  city  of  Glasgow  Liit  year,  that  100  have  died  of  siap^ 
ping.  Were  these  all  ^^Miine  cases  of  croup;  or  are  there  other 
{liseases  to  which  that  icnii  \b  a))plied  ?  We  can  hardly  suppose 
that  pvery  eleventh  de  a  a  could  be  a  real  case  of  cynanche  trar 
phealis,  as  that  ditsea^sc  is  now  defined  and  understood  j  or,  if  it 
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was,  does  the  ttmnber  of  deathsi  frcMii  that  canse,  bear  a  similv 
proportion  in  the  bilk  of  mortality  for  other  towns?  W. 


VaccinaUon  in  Glasgafm. 

The  foflowiDff  statement  contains  perhaps  one  of  the  most  der 
cisive  proofs  ot  the  utility  of  vaccination  which  has  been  snb- 
mitted  to  the  public  The  first  column  contains  Ae  vear*  The 
second  the  number  who  have  died  of  the  small-pox  m  the  ci^« 
The  third  the  whde  number  of  deaths  in  the  aty.  The  fijurtli 
the  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  and  suburbs. 


JFnvt* 

Second. 

tUriL 

1792 

40S 

L508 

191S 

179S 

134 

1356 

8190 

1794 

878 

1365 

SM5 

1795 

1S2 

d87 

1700 

1796 

S65 

1827 

sssr 

1797 

IH 

961 

18IS 

1798 

231 

1125 

9064 

1799 

179 

1025 

2181 

1800 

224t 

1279 

2499 

1801 

159 

985 

Sp96 

>80« 

>or 

825 

1928 

180S 

91 

1158 

24S8 

)804 

l«3 

1011 

2224 

JS05 

21 

968 

2889 

1806 

IS 

939 

2^ 

1807 

48 

1102 

2»6$ 

180S 

U 

1446 

3265 

1609 

54 

2968 

im 

» 

list 

«$7 

Th^re  are  perhaps  few  towns  of  the  same  magnitude,  where 
ibe  b^eficial'  effects  of  vaccination  have  been  more  distinctly  ex« 
^serienced.  )f  one  of  those  iarnng  opinions,  which  have  di^gnir 
ced  other  parts  of  the  )cingaom,  are  known  in  Gla^w.  The 
profeision  universally  recommend  the  practice,  and  the  people 
jldmoat  aA  universallv  receive  iU  The  few  deaths  ^by  small- pox 
which  have  occi)rrea,  ii^ithin  thes^  last  six  years,  have  been  ex* 
dusively  «mong  recent  incomers,  'and  the  poorest  and  moat 
wretched  of  tm  Highlander^  md  Irish,  It  appears  from  the 
records ofthe  Vaccine  Institution,  Uiat,  prenous  tojanuary  ISil^ 
upwards  fX  fourteen  thaisahijioe  hundred  had  been  inoculatec) 
gratis.  ' W, 

GlcsgoiWf  Isi  February^  1811. 


Mil.       timfor  in^traoing  He  Evutenee  ^Medicine.        t$i 


I 


sasassr 


1 
I 

i 


r 

9 


This  schedule  tsr  fiidlitatiiig  an  arranffed  record  of  medicd  ob- 
aenrations  a[)pears  to  be  so  well  adapteoto  the  purpose  for  which 
it  is  intendeoy  that  we  think  its  general  adoption  would  be  at- 
tended with  important  consequences.  It  may  be  printed  on  a 
larger  or  smaller  sheets  according  to  the  hand»writing  of  the 
person  for  whose  use  it  is  designea ;  but,  in  genera},  the  size  of 
a  foolscap  folioy  or  post  quartOj  wiU  be  foundmost  convenient 


9S2 


April 


s  «* 

1 1 

•S  > 


— ■•• 


181 1.  LeUerJrom  the  Naiumdl  Vaccine  Board.  t5S 

heHer  from  the  NaHonal  Faecine  Board  to  the  Governors  of  the  Flnt' 
iwy  Dupensary^  LondoHf  on  the  had  egictt  of  the  practice  of  inoct^ 
laiing  fir  the  Snmll^Pox  at  that  Chanty. 

Leicester  Sqtmre,  Orf.  25,  1810. 

SIR9— -As  the  Fioibury  Difpenfaiy  wu  iaftituted  from  the  pureft 
motiTet  of  chanty  and  benevolence*  it  is  conceivedf  that  you  and  the 
other  governors  will  approve  of  a  communicationy  intimating^  that  the 
pnaice  of  the  difpen&ry  in  oi.«  poiat  i.  producing  effed.  the  rcverfe  of 
jour  mtention. 

It  is  fcarcely  requifite  to  inform  you  that  Parliament,  after  fuUy  tx* 
amining  into  the  merits  of  the  difcovery  of  vaccination,  were  convinced 
of  the  important  benefits  that  would  refult  from  its  general  adoption  ; 
and  Parliament,  in  confequence,  have  authorifed  Government  to  form  a 
National  Vaccine  Ellablifhmenti  in  order  to  extend  vaccination  to  all 
parts  of  the  empire* 

This  eftabliftiment  is  placed  under  the  controul  of  the  prefident  and 
cenfors,  and  the  mafter  and  governors  of  the  royal  colleges  of  phyficiana 
and  furgeons  of  London  ;  who,  from  experience,  and  authentic  informa- 
tion* are  fully  perfuaded  of  the  wifdom  of  the  practice  of  vaccination^ 
and  of  the  futility  of  thofe  objedions  which  have  been  urged  again  ft 
it.  They  obferre,  however,  with  regret,  that  although  vaccination  has 
fpread  not  only  through  the  Britifh  empire,  but  alfo  among  foreign  na- 
tions, with  the  mod  beneficial  confequences,  yet  from  prejudices  artfully 
kept  up,  (mall-pox  inoculation  is  ftill  prevalent  among  the  poor  of  tliis 
metropolis. 

About  two  years  ago,  the  governors  of  the  fmall.pox  hofpital  took 
this  bufinefs  into  confideration ;  and,  from  a  convi£lion  of  the  great  mor* 
^ality  which  was  caufed  by  propagating  a  contagious  and  fatal  difeafe. 
they  prohibited  their  medical  officers  from  inoculating  the  fmall-pox,  or 
diftributing  f mall- pox  matter. 

A  decreafe  of  deaths  from  the  fmall-pox  was  the  immediate  confe- 
quence :  but  unhappily  this  fatal  malady  again  rages  through  the  town, 
and  deftroys,  within  the  bills  of  mortality  alone,  about  thirty  perfons 
every  week.  * 

Upon  inveftigating  the  fources  of  this  direful  peftilence,  I  have  learntp 
that  beiides  tbe  pernicious  activity  of  certain  private  practitioners,  the 
inoculation  of  fmall-pox  is  extenfively  carried  on  at  the  Fin(bury  dif* 
penfary :  above  a  thoufand  perfons  having  been  inoculated  there  laft 
jrear,  and  matter  having  been  diilributed  for  the  inoculation  of  others  to 
an  unknown  extent. 

You  are  eameftly  requefted  to  refle6^  upon  the  confequences  of  thus 
diifufing  among  the  crowded  lanes»  courts,  and  alleys  of  this  populous 
city,  a  baneful  infe£lion,  which  proves  fatal  to  multitudes,  and  ftriket 
many  with  total  blindnefs. 

Thefe  indifputablefa£ls  made  an  irreliftible  impreflion  upon  the  minds 
of  the  governors  of  the  fmalLpox  hofpital ;  and  as  they  knew  that  the 
inoculation  of  the  fmall-pox  was  difapproved  of  by  the  moil  eminent  of 
the  medical  profeffion,  they  were  little  affeded  by  the  mifreprefentations 
of  the  prejudiced,  or  by  the  fophiftry  of  a  few  who  are  intcrelled  ta  tbt 
propagation  of  fmall-pox. 


t5«  LtOer  Jrom  a*  IMokal  Faeeak  Soordi         AptS 

It  ii  to  be  prefimedt  tlat  whea  diegvwrnoriof  tbe  VbAarf  Sl^tn^ 
Ury  delibertte  vpcm  tlliifl  iubje^  tlie?  will  decide  with  equal  prttdeace 
and  humanity*  For  they  are  at  prewnt,  though  no  doubt  oointestaoii- 
aUyi  oppofiflg  a  noft  beoevokat  aMafure  of  Parliameoty  and  iaaftioiiin^ 
a  pradice  moft  fatally  hjurioiia  to  the  comBMuity.— I  have  the  honour 
to  be»  &c.  ( • 

JAMES  MOOREt 


Report  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Vaccine  InOiMion  ofEdinhtf^Mf  T8IO« 

In  reporting  to  the  Managen  of  the  Vacdne  Inftitution  the  ftate  of 
Taccination  for  tSmi  the  Surgeons  have  the  fatisfadion  to  mention,  that 
nothing  has  occurred  which  can  in  any  degree  diminifh  their  belief  of  the 
perfed  efScacy  of  the  cow-pox  as  a  prerentife  of  lAe  fnaaH  pox. 

Since  lad  report,  583  have  been  vaccinated,  making  in  all  x  r^ioS, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  praAice  at  the  Inftitutioo. 

The  Surgeons  have,  fince  hft  report,  inocuhited  with  the  (maKpox  a 
great  many  children,  who  had  been  vaccinated  eight,  nine,  and  ten  yemrs 
ago— 4dl  of  whom  have  been  found  to  refift  the  iafedion* 

In  no  inftance  have  they  feen  any  bad  effe6is  which  could  be  attributed 
to  vaccination  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  the  experience  of  another  year  fervea 
to  confirm  them  in  their  former  opinion,  that  the  praftice  of  vacdnatioa 
i»  deferving  of  the  higheft  degree  of  confidence  from  the  pnbfic. 

Signed  by    WM.  FARQUHA.RSON. 
JAMES  BRYCE. 
ALEXR.  GILLESPIE. 

Edinburgh,  Jan.  2itt  18x1.  JOHN  ABERCROMBIE* 


letter  on  Vaccination  in  Ceylon,  from  Thoauu  Giriitief  Esq,  Med, 
Sup,  Gen,  to  the  Editor  of  the  Ceylon  Government  Gazetie, 

Sia, — I  beg  leave  to  fubjoin,  for  more  general  information,  an  abftrad: 
f»f  the  number  of  patients  vaccinated  in  the  diArent  diftrifo  on  CeyloB» 
during  1809,  amounting  to  35,697,  which,  added  to  103,03 5,  the  number 
vaccinated  in  former  years,  makes  a  total  of  128,732' perfoos  who  have 
been  officially  reported  to  me,  by  the  refpe6liv%  foperintendeots  and  vaca-- 
f^ators,  as  having  regularly  palled  through  the  vaccine  difeafe,  fince  its 
firft  tntroduetion  into  this  ifland  in  i8ox,  befides  a  few  others  snoculatod 
by  individuals,  not  belonging  to  the  vaccination  e(labli(fiment« 

Agreeable  to  the  beft  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  the  fmall- 
pox  has  not  exifted  in  any  part  of  this  ifland  fince  Febniary  1808,  ti& 
Odober  laft,  when  tlie  difeafe  was  brought  to  Jafinapatnam  by  a  country 
boat  from  Quilon  on  the  Malabar  coaft.  The  contagion  (pread  to  a  few 
individuals  who  had  not  been  vaccinated  in  the  Pettah  of  Ja£Ehapatnaniy. 
and,  by  means  of  a  ciril  prifoner,  was  introduced  into  the  jail  at  that" 
place  ;  but  its  progrcfs  there  was  immediately  arrefted,  by  tbe  removal^ 
of  ^Ve  i  f«>^ed  perfons,  and  tbe  indifcriminate  vaccination  of  all  the 
other  priibners. 

Jjy  a  btc  report  from  Mr  Stutzer,  fuperintendent  of  vaccination  at 
Jaffnapatnam,  it  appears  that  there  were  only  fix  individuals  ill  of  the* 
fmallpox  in  that  diflhd  i  and  it  has  found  ita  way  to  no  other  part  of 
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thelikadf  except  Pathny  whcve  a  coolie  from  J«fffia  WM.falen  31  wieb 
fioall^pox  in  Doaeaber  Ian*  but  has  fiaoe  recovered^  without  commuoi- 
catiag  the  diforder  to  any  other  perfbo. 

The  Ticdne  diaeaae  hn  now  been  so  extensiTely  difused  through- 
tfitX  thia  ishmdi  that  while  die  iooculatioiia  continue  so  numerous  aa 
«t  present,  we  can  hmve  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  contagion  of 
•mall-poz  will  ever  spread  epidemicallv-  m  any  part  of  the  British  pos* 
•esaions  on  Ceylon ;  and  its  occasional  appearance  here  has  the  good 
effect  ofproving  the  preservative  efficacy  of  the  vacciney  and  of  rous^ 
hig  the  natives  from  their  apathv  on  the  subject,  as  exemplified  at 
JaffiuipatnsEmy  where  1930  people  have  been  inoculated  during  the 
Cwo  last  months,  and  amon^  them  several  Bramins,  men  and  wo» 
men,  who  had  hitherto  declmed  submitting  to  the  operation. 

I  sfaall  only  add,  that  with  a  view  of  proving  the  permanency  of  the 
preservative  efficacy  of  cow-pox,  and  the  continuance  of  the  purity  of 
die  virus  on  this  island,  Mr  Stutxer  has,  at  my  request,  in  November 
and  December  last,  inoculated  with  smallpox  matter,  several  patients 
vrfio  had  paased  throiu^h  the  vaccine  disease  in  1804,  and  in  1809,  all 
ef  whom  have  resisted  the  contagimu— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Acw 

Cdomioi  2iM  Janmry^  18ia 

Professor  Boyer  is  preparing  an  extensive  work  on  Surgery* 
M.  Deschamp  is  prepariiw  for  the  press  a  work  on  Aneurism. 
M.  FeDetaOy  surseon  of  the  Hospice  d'Humanit^  at  Parij^,  has 
in  the  press  two  vmunes  of  Clinical  Cases  and  Observations,  il- 
lustrated' by  nomerous  engravings. 

Sir  Geoi)^  Afley,  M.  D.  of  Fermoy,  Irehmd,  is  arranging  for 
Ae  press  a  work  to  be  entitled,  **  R^rts  of  the  Utih'ty  and  Em« 
pkyment  of  Mercury  in  the  treatment  of  Inflammatory  and  o- 
llier  Diseasesi  in  which  the  exhibition  of  that  remedy  has  been 
aefflected,  or  considered  as  inadmissible.  '^  As  this  publication 
win  necessarily  embrace  many  important  medical  subjects,  the 
SHithor  earnestly  solicits  the  assistance  of  the  respectable  practi- 
tioners, civil  and  military,  of  Great  &*itain  and  Ireland,  and 
vnll  be  happy  to  acknowledge  any  communications  with  which 
lie  may  be  favoured. 

tyt  Watt  of  Glasgow  wiU  oommence  his  summer  course  of 
liCCtures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  on  Tuesday, 
the  7th  May,  at  ten  o'clock,  forenoon.  By  lecturing  every  day 
Dr  W.  wiD  comprise  nearly  the  whole  in  three  months,  the  time 
^  the  BoiankaL  course: 

Dr  Hosack  of  New  York-  has  begun  to  publish  a  periodical 
work,  to  be  entitled  **  the  American  M<^dical  and  Philosophical 
Register,**  from  which  much  is  expected.,    l?Vom  tlie  prospectus 
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we  quote  (he  following  sentence,  as  expressing  the  opinion  of  the 
Editors  on  a  most  important  subject : — **  They  have  no  hesita- 
tion further  to  declare,  that  upon  the  subject  of  xhe pestilential  or 
yeUuwf every  which  has  lately  made  so  great  devastation  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States,  it  will  be  one  of  the  principal  ob- 
jects of  their  lab(^urs  to  combat  the  theories  and  opinions  which 
many  of  those  works  have  disseminated,  to  the  discredit  of  our 
country,  and  perhaps  to  the  loss  of  many  valuable  lives.  To  e- 
stablish  the  line  of  distinction  between  tliose  diseases  which  are 
of  n  foreiffn  source,  and  such  as  are  engendered  at  home,  is  an 
undercaking  which  must  receive  the  countenance  of  every  person 
actuated  by  love  of  country  or  humanity,  and  one  in  which  the 
editors  will  embark  with  all  the  spirit  of  generous  enterprize. " 

B£i)ly  to  Dr  Stock* s  Remark  in  his  Memoirs  ofDr  BeddoeSm 

By  the  Editobs. 

We  have  no  wish  that  our  Senatus  Academicus  should  incur  the 
displeasure  of  authors  and  their  friends,  whose  wrath  may  some- 
times be  excited  by  our  critical  remarks.  Conscious  that  our  in- 
tention is  always  good,  we  never  trouble  ourselves  whether  our 
criticism  be  considered  witty  or  severe,  provided  it  be  wise-  It  is 
incumbent  upon  us,  therefore,  to  declare,  in  answer  to  Dr  Stock's 
observations  contained  in  a  note  to  his  memoirs  of  Dr  Beddoes 
(paf^e  378),  that  the  remark  which  he  attributes  to  the  influence 
of  irritation,  frqm  offence  taken  at  the  freedom  of  Dr  Beddoes's 
observation  on  the  Edinburgh  Faculty,  did  not  arise  from  any 
such  cause.  The  reviewer  thought  that  he  discovered  a  want  of 
the  author's  accustomed  acuteness  and  consistency  in  that  letter 
on  medical  reform,  and  he  honestly  said  so.  He  thinks  so  still; 
t>ut  that  idea  did  not  prevent  the  same  hand  from  penning  the 
character  of  Dr  Beddoes,  which  Dr  Stock  has  done  us  the  honour 
to  quote  with  approbation. — The  writer  had  no  personal  know- 
led^re  of  Dr  Beddoes.  That  estimate  of  his  character  was  formed 
from  his  writings,  aud  was  dictated  by  a  high  and  grateful  sense 
of  his  public  merits. 

We  may  take  this  opportunity  to  say,  that  we  have  been  grati* 
fied  by  the  perusal  of  Dr  Stock's  memoirs,  and  to  express  our 
wishes  that  he  will  soon  publish  them  in  octavo,  in  order  that  the 
biography  may  rest  on  the  same  shelf  with  the  writings  which  it 
records. 


The  Reviews  of  Dr  AIley*s  and  Mr  Hnslam';;  works  have  been  unavoidably  de- 
byed  till  next  Number,  which  will  be  published  on  the  Ut  of  Juljf  1811. 

cr-r  — 

CORRIGENDUM. 
Ka  XXV.  p.  101.  1. 17  •for  sufierijig  and  hnmanity,  read  nificring  humaaity.- 
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Cases  of  Raptured  Sfieen  and  Liver  hf  External  Injury ^  with  Re^ 
marks  thereon.    By  C.  ChisHolm,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c. 

'T^HERC  can  be  Iktie  doubt  that  death  is  frequently  consequent 
^  tial  on  blows,  and  injuries  of  a  similar  nature,  received  on? 
the  region  of  the  liver  or  spleen,  although,  from  the  integuments 
remaining  uninjured,  little  room  is  supposed  to  be  given  to  sus- 
pect  that  such  blows  and  injuries  could  nave  been  directly  instru- 
mental in  the  production  of  such  an  event.  I  am  led  to  this  re- 
mark, by  comparing  some  recent  instances  of  this  kind  of  injury 
with  others  which  formerly  occurred  in  my  practice  in  Grenada  ; 
the  former  terminating  favourably,  from  the  suspicion  raised  in  my 
mind  by  the  fatal  result  of  the  latter  directing  to  an  appropriate 
treatment.  A  review  of  these  errors  and  failures  instruct  physi- 
cians more  than  any  other  class  of  men ;  an  ingenious  confession 
of  them  enables  them  to  instruct  others  >  and  a  judicious  applica- 
tion of  the  instruction  has  a  tendency  to  benefit  mankind  in  ge^ 
neral.  It'  is  with  this  view  I  transmit  the  following  coses.  If 
you  deem  them  worthy  of  insertion  in  your  very  excellent  Jour« 
nal,  they  are  at  your  6er\']ce.  I  extract  them  almost  literaUy  as 
I  find  them  in  my  West  India  Journal. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th  July  1792,  Joseph  Morton,  agun^ 
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ner  of  the  royal  artillery,  aged  25,  of  a  moderate  height,  naturally 
strong- constitutioned,  but  for  a  year  before  frequently  harassed 
with  dangerous  attacks  of  remittent  fever,  and  by  traae  a  black- 
smith, carrying  on  his  back  a  bag  containing  eimiteen  gallons  of 
'   dry  peas,  down  the  declivity  of  a  hill  of  a  moderate  ascent,  fell 
with  his  left  side,  exactly  the  region  of  the  spleen,  on  a  large 
stone.     That  evening,  and  all  the  following  morning,  the  fall  oc- 
casioned so  little  uneasiness,  that  he  waa  able  to  work  at  tke 
forg& :  but  afterwards  he  became  very  feverish,  and  so  (^pressed 
with  pain  in  his  left  side,  the  epigastrium,  and  lower  extremi- 
ties,* as  to  be  obliged  to  desist.     On  the  evening  of  the  2Sth  he 
was  brought  to  the  Ordnance  Hospital,  when  I  found  him  much 
in  the  situation  mentioned.     I  bled  him  very  freely,  which  how- 
ever, so  far  from  giving  him  relief,  seemed  to  increase  his  fever  to 
an  outrageous  degree  of  delirium.     Upon  this,  imagining  that 
there  might  be  more  of  a  nervous  excitement  than  of  inflammato- 
ry diathesis,  I  ordered  him  a  pHI  of  gr.  iss.  of  opium,  and  gr.  ij. 
of  James's  powder.     This  gave  him  no  relief*    A  second  pill 
was  given  two  hours  after  the  first;  and  half  an  hour  after  taking 
it,  he  became  calm,  and  fell  into  a  profound  sleep.    On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th  he  had  still  much  fever,  but  the  pains  were  con- 
siderably abated.     To  remove  the  fever,  he  took  saline  mixture, 
with  small  portions  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  and  antimouial  wine. 
On  the  30th  he  complained  of  pain  in  his  throat,  and  excessive 
difficulty  in  swallowing.     For  these  a  blister  was  applied  between 
the  shoulders ;  and  to  obviate  costiveness  and  some  remains  ef 
fever,  a  solution  of  Glauber's  salts  and  tartar  emetic  was  gi]^ 
with  desired  effect.     On  the  3 1  st  all  his  symptoms  had  disapp^r- 
cd,  and  he  felt  himself  apparently  easy  and  well.     About  mid- 
night, however,  he  suddenly  became  delirious,  with  burning  fever, 
and  such  an  increase  of  pain  in  his  left  side  particularly,  as  to 
render  cVcn  the  gentlest  touch  insupportable.     I  should  have 
mentioned,  that  ouring  all  the  3ist  he  took  a  good  deal  of  bark 
and  )vine,  which  towards  evening  his  stomach  rejected.     On  the 
1st  of  August  he  was  in  this  state,  his  skin  parched  and  dry,  and 
his  pulse  irregular,  tremulous,  and  frequently  intermitting.    In 
addition  to  all  this,  the  irritability  of  the  lower  extremities  exces- 
sive, ^ith  sudden  spasms  of  the  muscles  y  anxiety  great,  with 
grievous  moaning.     In  pretty  nearly  this  state  he  continued  till 
one  P.  M.  when  he  expired.     The  heat  of  his  skin  increased  to 
tsi  astonishing  degree  some  time  before  his  death;  and  even  two 
hours  after,  when  I  examined  the  body,  the  heat  of  the  abdomi- 
nal cavity,  and  its  contents,  were  extremely  disagreeable,  and  of 
such  a  penetrating  nature,  as  to  leave  a  painful  sensation  on  the 
Iiand  some  time  after  withdrawing  it. 
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I  opened  the  body  in  the  presence  of  Lieutenant  Swiney  of  the 
ftrtiHerVf  and  Mr  Campbell  my  assistant*  I  found  all  the  intes* 
tines,  the  liver,  kidneys,  diaphragm,  and  heart,  in  ahealthy  state*' 
Bat  on  the  posterior  «uperior  conrex  side  of  the  spleen,  there  was 
a  rupture  through  the  whole  of  its  substance,  at  least  two  inche9 
in  length,  the  edges  of  which  had  a  flbrid  appearance  in  some 
places,  and  in  others  something  like  sphacelus  could  be  perceivedb 
The  spleen  itself  was  of  a  very  considerable  size,  but  in  other 
respects  bad  no  appearance  of  disease.  The  lungs  were  evident-* 
ly  much  inflamed.  All  the  ribs  were  sound,  and  the  integu** 
ments  had  nowhere  any  mark  of  injury,  except,  an  almost  imper* 
ceptible  discok>ration  immediately  over  the  spleen. 

Nearly  about  the  same  time,  another  case  of  injury  of  this  na<^ 
lure  occurred,  in  a  soldier  of  artillery  of  the  name  of  Hill.  I  find 
it  stated  in  the  following  manner :'  '*  Lately  I  have  had  a  case  of 
fever,  the  predisponent  cause  of  which  appeared  to  be  a  £ill  from 
a  cotisiderable  height  on  the  edge  of  a  form,  in  which;  the  side 
appeared  to  be  much  hurt  by  the  internal  pain  complained  of, 
for  no  external  injury  could  be  perdeived.  The  pahi,  however, 
s^med  to  cease  gradually  after  umg  for  a  few  days  some  spirit 
of  wine  camphorated.  No  fever  took  place  till  the  11th  of  Au- 
gust, about  three  weeks  after  the  fall ;  and  at  this  time  he  com- 
|iiamed  of  his  side  so  little  that  I  should  not  have  known  of  the 
accident,  had  it  not  been  slightly  mentioned  by  himself,  in  the 
account  he  gave  me  of  his  case.  Some  time  before  the  fall  he  waa 
confined  to  the  hospital  for  dysentery ;  and  at  the  time  he  fell,* 
was  in  convalescent  barracks  on  Mount  Cardigan.  The  sym- 
ptoms at  first  did  not  difier  much  from  those  of  endemic  re- 
mittent fever ;  and  my  success  hitherto,  join^  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  fall,  determined  me' outgiving  mercury,  in  tfie  fol*' 
k>wing  form : 

?^  Nitri,  9j. 

Calomel,  ppt.  gr.ir. 

Tart.  emet.  gr.  }• 

Camphor,  gr.  v. 
M.  ft.  pulvis,  sumendr  4>  in  die. 
*4n  theeveningof  the  12th  I  gave,  besidesthefour  powders hehad 
taken  in  the  course  of  the  day,  a  bolus  of  sixgrains  of  calomel ;  and* 
on  account  of  the  fall,  and  consequent  apprehension  of  local  in* 
jury,  I  bled  him  very  freely.-  All  the  13tn  he  used  the  powders  ^ 
but  complaining  of  much  pain  in  his  neck,  bark,  and  head,  a  large 
blister  was  appued  between  the  shoulders.  The  powders  hith^- 
to  had  acted  merely  as  deobstruents,  producing  most  copious 
and  frequent  bilious  stools.  On  the  14th  much  easier,  but  sto- 
mach rather  irritable,^  for  which  he  took  saline  drauj^ts  wil^* 
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alarge  proportion  of  th6  alkalL — 15tb,  Still  better,  excqotthe  irri- 
tability. Had  two  pills  of  opium  of  gr,  isa.  each,  and  swallowad 
two  ounces  of  barki  but  soon  after  vomited  them. — 16th,  Irri* 
tability  the  same ;  a  yellow  suffusion  on  the  albuginefl^  of  the 
eyes ;  some  degree  of  wiMness  in  the  stare  of  them,  but  per- 
fectly cool  and  moist  $  and  pulse  natural,  both  in  ftdness  and 
qnicKsess.  A  blister  was  applied  to  the  stomach,  with  a  re- 
petition of  the  opium. — I7tli,  The  blister  produced  a  totaf 
change  in  the  state  of  the  stomach  ;  so  that  from  the  16th,  on 
which  it  was  applied,  till  the  ^Otb,  on  which  the  patient  died, 
he  retained  every  thing  that  was  given  to  him j  but  the  fev« 
retnrning  this  day,  blisters  were  applied  to  the  inside  of  the 
thighs,  and  an  opening  draught  given  to  him ;  the  yeHowness 
stOI  increasing. — l^h^  The  yeUowbess  has  gradually  difiusea 
kself  over  the  whole  surface,  attended  with  remarkable  diyneas 
of  the  skin;  pungent  disagreeaMe  heat;  some  derangement  of 
intellect ;  parched  mouth  and  tongue;  black  crust  on  the  latter  f 
saSron-coloured  urine;  and  very  fetid  frequent  stools.  Sto- 
mach remarkably  retentive, 'which,  under  the  present  circum* 
stances,  a  very  extraordinary  symptom.  Considering  the  disease 
now  as  a  true  yellow  remittent  fever,  I  gave  the  patient  the  fol- 
lowing mixture,  whidi  on  former  occasions^  in  nearly  similar 
circumstances,  produced  the  best  effect  when  used  at  thisr  period 
ti  the  disease. 

Sal.  tart.  gij. 

Succ.  limon^  §i. 

Fulv.  Rhei,  3i* 

Pulv.  Gort.  Peruvian.  ^Ij. 

Aq.  lb.  iss. 
M.  cyatfa*  sumend.  S.  q.  q.  bora. 
'<  And  I  continued  the  calomel  gr.  v.  cum  opii  gr.  i.  also  four 
times  in  the  day. — 19th,  The  bark  mixture  was  repeated  without 
the  lime  juice  on  account  of  the  mercniy ;  symptoms  continue ; 
almost  always  in  a  comatous  state ;  body  very  open ;  thirst  not 
very  urgent ;  tongue  as  before.  Hitherto  his  strength  has  been 
so  little  impaired  Uiat  he  has  been  able  to  walk  alone  to  the  night 
chair.  iSnapisms  applied  to  his  feet,  and  blisters  to  his  ancles* 
Observed,  that  idthough  these  and  the  former  blisters  rose  w'dl, 
they  occasioned  so  little  pain,  that  he  did  not  seem  to  feel  them. — 
20tn,  The  mixture  and  pills  were  assiduously  continued  through- 
out the  whole  night,  without  creating  the  smallest  degree  of 
naus^ea ;  yet  every  thing  worse*  About  a  quarter  past  nine  P.  >f . 
lie  died. 

**  I  opened  the  body  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  and  as  I  sus- 
pected lul  along  a  morbid  affection  of  the  liver,  I  directed  mj 
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Inqoiriet  diiefly  to  that  Tiscui.  Nodiing  dould  have  surprised 
jtae  more  than  the  appearance  it  assumed.  And  perhaps  there 
exists  not  in  the  annals  of  medicine  a  more  curious  fact  than  tha$ 
jl  am  going  to  describe.  ^  The  integuments  eKfaibited  no  mark  of 
injary.  iJn  the  convex  side  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver,  I  found 
a  crucial  cicatrix,  one  of  the  lines  of  which  was  in  length  an  inch 
and  an  hal^  the  other  only  an  indi.  At  the  extremity  of  th/e 
longest  line  there  was  a  circular  gangrene  about  two  inches  in 
diameter.  On  cutting  open  these,  I  found  that  the  cicatrix  pe- 
netrated about  an  iaai  into  the  substance  of  the  liver,  and  was 
altogether  of  a  semicartili^ginous  consistence,  or  something  be- 
jtween  ligament  and  cartilage.  The  gangrenous  portion  was  at 
least  an  inch  deep,  and  resembled  rotten  cork.  This  remarkable 
appearance  on  die  liver  was  immediately  under  that  part  ot  his 
side  on  which  he  feU  $  and  on  more  particular  inquiry,  I  found 
^hat  the  comer  or  anj^e  of  thelbrm  or  bench  was  that  on  which 
he  feH,  a  circumstance  which  accounts  for  the  crucial  form  of 
the  cicatrix.  All  the  other  viscera  w^e  in  a  soimd  state;  only 
^e  liver  itedf  was  mndi  larger  than  usud. " 

I  find  two  cases^  recordttl  in  the  year  1784,  of  sailors,  of 
the  port  of  St  George,  Grenada,  the  disease  in  both  of  which 
was  occasioned  by  a  violent  blow  on  the  back,  inflicted  by  ty- 
rannical captains.  One  of  these,  by  not  carrying  bleeding  to  ^ 
sufficient  length,  died.  The  other,  in  consequence  of  very  co- 
pious bleeding,  recovered.  In  both,  the  more  violent  symptoms 
did  not  come  on  till  fullv  a  month  or  more  after  the  injury 
was  received ;  and  ia  botn  the  most  prominent  of  these  were, 
violent  pain  in  the  throat  ^nd  breast;  difficult  deglutition; 
headach ;  vertigo ;  ri^ity^  and  a  considerable  d^ee  of  insen- 
sibility of  the  lower  extremities  9  obstructed  respiration ;  and  a 
pain  stretching  circulariy  from  the  pit  of  the  stomach  around 
the  abdomen  to  the  back,  and  a  sensation  in  the  region  of  the 
stomach,  similar  to  a  force  drawing  that  part  of  the  abdomen 
towards  the  hack  with  great  violence,  and  straitening  of  die 
thorax.  Pulse  iiiil  and  quick ;  and  surface  hot  and  dry.  In 
the  body  of  the  sailor  who  died,  I  found  the  coats  of  ttie  sto- 
madi  of  an  uncommon  thickness ;  and  all  the  vessels  having 
the  appearance  of  a  preparation  weU  injected  with  wax.  The 
small  intestines  were  sound.  The  great  arch  of  the  colon  was 
considerably  inflated,  and  its  blood-vessels  were  turgid ;  and 
the  whole  of  its  external  surface  had  this  same  appearance  as 
that  of  the  stomach.  The  interior  surface  was  either  blackish, 
dark-brown,  or  dark-red^  and  loaded  with  a  dark* coloured  mu- 
cus. The  villous  coat  was  in  most  places  in  a  dissolved  state. 
On  removing  this,  smaH|  hard,  black,  rough  excrescences,  somo^ 
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what  of  the  nature  of  eschars,  appeared,  adhering  firmly  to  the 
cellular  coat  The  liver  wai  uncommonly  small,  and  of  a  grey 
^r  cineritious  colour.  It  is  remarkable,  Uiat  in  the^  cases,  the 
blow  was  inflicted  in  one  a  month,  in  the  other  two  months,  be- 
fore any  symptoms  appeared,  the  appearance  of  which  rendered 
medical  aid  necessary ;  that  both  patients  firmly  attributed  their 
complaints  to  this  injury;  andthat  they  had  been  in  perfect  health 
before  the  infliction  of  it;  and  that  no  e&ternal  injury  could  be 
perceived  on  the  part  struck. 

These  1  apprehend  are  cases  of  the  rachialgta  traumatica, 
(Sauvages,  NosoL  Method.  Tom.  11.  p.  137.);  probably  a  rare 
disease.  *  The  result  is  certainly  important,  as  the  mode  of 
treatment,  stated  as  a  desideratum  by  Astruc,  seems  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  it ;  for  if  the  cause  has  tieen  a  blow  on  the  back,  as 
here,  the  remedy  is  undoubtedly  bleeding— <:opious  bleeding. 
'  Since  I  have  been  in  practice  here  (about  four  years),  I  have 
met  with  a  few  cases,  the  cause  and  early  symptoms  of  which 
have  been  similar  to  those  of  Morton  and  Hill;  but  immediate 
bleeding  to  a  large  extent,  aided  by  a  gentle  ptyalism,  keeping 
the  patient  in  a  «t8te  of  tranquillity,  and  obviating  torpor  of  the 
bowels,  prevented  the  fatal  consequences  which  otherwise  might 
have  resulted.  The  most  recent  case  occurred  about  a  month 
ago,  the  happy  termination  of  which  has  indeed  been  my  imme* 
diate  inducement  for  drawing  tip  this  paper.  A  gentleman  of 
high  military  rank  having,  at  dinner  in  the  country,  about 
three  miles  (rom  Bristol,  drank  too  freely  of  wine,  attempted  to 
return  to  his  lodgings  in  town  on  foot,  accompanied  indeed  by 
another  gendeman  and  a  servant,  but  whose  assistance  he  would 
not  permit.  In  consequence  be  had  several  falls,  in  one  of  which 
he  struck  his  right  side,  immediately  over  the  liver^  with  great 
violence  against  a  stone  in  the  bank  of  the  footway.  On  the 
following  day,  having  forgot  his  situation  the  preceding  night, 
he  was  astonished  to  nad  his  side  excessively  painful,  wimout  the 
least  appearance  of  external  injury.  For  nearly  two  days,  he 
endeavoured  to  draw  off  his  attention  to  feelings  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  imaginary ;  but  the  pain  becoming  altogether  in- 
supportable, he  at  -length  consulted  me.  From  his  own  account, 
joined  to  that  of  his  servant,  and  the  gentleman  who  walked  into 
Bristol  with  him,  X  formed  a  correct  conception  of  the  nature  of 
his  complaints.  I  had,  at  three  bleedings,  in  the  course  of  twelve 
hours,  fifty  ounces  of  blood  drawn,  when  he  experienced  relief; 


*  Ea  est  scilicet  rachialgia,  qu»  ez  ictu  spinae  dorsali  iofllcto  ortum  duett.     The 
estion  is  put  by  Aflruc  (L  c.)  «n  morbo  callc«  pictonunif  rectiiks  rachialgis  dictO| 
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had  bis  bowels  freely  evacuated  $  and  excited  a  slight  ptyali^m 
l)j  means  of  calomel.  In  three  days,  he  was  so  much  better,  as 
to  be  able  to  bear  a  journey  to  his  seat  in  tlie  neighbourhood  of 
Taunton.  Since  tben,  he  has  informed  me  by  letter  he  has  per* 
iectly  recovered.  This  gentleman  is  corpulent,  .of  large  statur^ 
and  robust. 

It  is  not  meant  to  be  inferred  from  these  latter  cases,  that  when 
all  similar  accidents,  followed  by  such  syniptoms,  t^ke  place,  the 
liver  or  the  spleen  are  necessarily  lacerated  or  ruptured  ;  but  it 
may  certainly  be  ^asonably  inferred,  that  viscera  equally  import- 
ant are  injured ;  and  that  the  treatment  here  described,  is  that 
which  is  most  likely  to,  and  probably  alone  can,  prevent  the  fatal 
ct^mequerKres  which  may  be  expected  from  them.  This  too  is 
xhe  caution  dictated  by  the  experience  of  others,  as  well  as  by 
.mine.  Morgajgni,  treating  of  such  cases,  says,  "  you,  therefore, 
if  at  any  time  you  know  that,  besides  the  violerce  of  tlie  blows 
upon  the  abdomen,  there  was  at  that  time  a  distention  of  the 
intestines  from  any  cause  whatsoever^  and  very  considerable  and 
peculiar  symptoms  come  on  ;  will  suspect  what  might  happen  in- 
wardly,  althiiugh  you  see  no  mark  of  injttry  in  tlie  skin ;  and  if 
3'ou  are  able  to  do  nothing  else,  you  will  at  least  declare  your 
.suspicion  to  those  whom  it  may  concern,  and  that  cautiously  and 
ivith  discretion.  And,  indeed^  if  there  has  not  been  that  disten* 
lion,  and  those  symptoms  do  not  immediately  come  on^  do  not  thdp 
be  without  all  fear,  lest  some  Jatent  evil  gradually  increase,  an^l 
the  symptoms  theceof  hreak  out  universally  and  unexpectedly.  " 
(  Alexander's  ^l^ansl.  Lect.  54.  Act  15.)  1  here  cannot  be  a  more 
luminous  comment  on  tlie  foregoing  cases,  particularly  that  of 
Hill  and  jthe  two  sailors,  than  this.  The  comment  and  the  cases 
jiatMri^ly  illustiate  each  other. 

The  practical  importance  of  the  cases  I  have  detailed,  may  per- 
liaps  be  my  apology  for  indulging  in  a  little  research.  :Morgagni, 
in  his  iiCty -fourth  Letter,  relates  several  instances  of  the  viscera 
of  xlie  abdomen  being  ruptured  without  the  integuments  being 
injured ;  nor  indeed,  as  he  observes,  is  it  new  or  unusual  that 
ihe  parts  which  are  confined  in  the  abdomen  should  be  rupturtd 
without  the  abdomen  itself,  which  first  n«ccts  the  blow,  being  at 
all  injured ;  but  perhaps  tli^  practical  benefit  which  may  be  de- 
rived from  a  consideration  of  such  accidents,  has  not  been  sp|§- 
ciently  attended  to.  \\^  nxcptions  two  cases  from  Tulpius,  one 
of  which  was  similar  jto  Morton's,  of  ruptured  spleen  from  a  blow 
inflicted  by  a  stick,  ending  fatally  on  the  day  following ;  and 
thus  so  far  difF^r^nt,  as  Morton  survived  the  injury  six  days^  He 
quotes  instances  from  Fontanus,  Grassius,  Raygerus,  froqd  the 
Commentaries  of  the  imperial  Academy  of  Pelersburgli ;  from 
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Heister,  Bobn,  and  Platncr.    The  last  of  theBe  writers  observed, 
that  rupture  of  the  spleen  from  vidient  concussion  of  the  abdo- 
men, more  frequently  happensi  than  of  any  other  vtscus.    Some 
remarkable  instances  are  added  by  Mor|^giii,  of  rupture  of  the 
kidneys,  and  one  of  die  bladder,  when  it  nappened  to  be  full  of 
urine.    He  also  gives  five  instances  of  ruptured  livers  from  kicks, 
falls,  and  blows  with  a  stick ;  but  in  ail  these  there  is  nodiing 
like  the  case  of  Hill ;  nor  in  his  whole  work  is  there  one  similar 
to  it.    And  as  his  examination  of  diseased  bodies,  and  his  know- 
ledge of  the  morbid  anatomical  researches  of  others,  have  been 
more  extensive  than  perhaps  those  of  any  other,  we  may,  I  ima- 
gine, very  justly  consider  Hill's  case  as  almost  unioue,  especaal- 
ly  if  wc  attribute  the  appearances  on  the  surface  ot  the  Inrer  to 
the  fall ;  and  it  appears  to  me  necessary  that  we  sfaolild.     Dr 
Baillie  says,  that  the  liver,  from  its  peculiac  structure,  and  from 
its  situation  in  the  body,  is  more  liable  to  be  ruptured  by  exter- 
nal violence  than  any  other  gland  of  the  body,-*-bttt  he  mentions 
no  such  result  as  this,: — ^for  although  he  has  seen  a  few  instances 
of  a  part  of  the  coats  of  the  liver  dianged  into  cartilage,  3'et  be 
allows  it  to  be  a  rare  occurrence;  but  such  a  state  is  not  that  which 
I  have  describedi    The  sphacelus  or  gangr^ie  in  Hill's  case  is  al- 
so particularly  deserving  notice.    Dr  Baillie  considers  mortifica- 
tion of  the  liver  to  be  a  very  rare  occurrence,  from  its  not  hav- 
ing fallen  under  his  own  observation.    (See  Morb.  Anat  ed. 
1797,  p.  21 1 — 229).     That  it  more  freciuently  happens  in  warm 
than  in  cold  climates,  I  think  very  probable ;  for  m  the  former 
I  have  met  with  several  instances.     In  one  case  of  hepatitis, 
•which  terminated  fatally,  I  find  the  state  of  the  liver  thus  de- 
scribed :   **  On  entering  the  room  where  the  body  lay,  we  were 
instantly  assailed  by  a  most  disagreeable  smell,  proceeding  from 
the  bcxh' ;  and  on  opening  the  abdomen,  on  each  side  of  which 
externally  there  was  a  considerable  extent  of  lividity,  the  fetor 
became  so  intolerable,  that  we  could  with  difficulty  suppoit  it 
whilst  we  were  examining  the  liver.     The  state  of  this  viscus 
sufficiendy  satisfied  us,  however.     Three^fourths  of  it  were  com- 
posed of  three  abscesses  fall  of  pus ;  and  the  remaining  iburtli 
was  so  far  sphacelated,  that  it  resemWetl  rotten  wood,  and  crum- 
bled i>n  hamlling  it  in  the  manner  it  docs."    The  date  of  this  case 
is  Septeml>er  1786.     Another  case  occurred  in  September  1788, 
in  Grenada.     The  subject  of  it  was  the  servant  of  Mr  Thomas 
Porter  of  Demerary,  now  of  Rockbear  in  Devonshire.     The 
symptoms  of  ihis  hepatitis  were  more  violent  than  in  any  of  the 
many  thous'mds  I  have  had  occasion  to  treat.  •  On  the  third  day 
.x)f  the  disease,  it  is  stated,  that  ^'  the  difficult  respu*a]tion  increased 
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ID  sudi  a  manner  as  to  ihrow  bim  every  three  or  four  minntes 
into  dreadful  spasms;  he  coukl  not  bear  for  a  moment  an  hori- 
■ontal  posture,  but  was  obliged  to  sit  continuallj  on  a  chair. 
With  the  back  of  another  chair  before  him  to  lean  on.  '*    This 
increased  on  the  fourth  day,  attend^  with  large  dro)9s  of  cotd 
ckunmy  sweat ;  and  on  the  evening  of  this  day  he  died.    On  ex- 
Miiining  the  liver,  I  found  the  concave  surface  totally  sphneelated, 
end  an  absccto  and  adhesion  on  the  convex.     It  is  thcjustest  ob« 
aervation  in  medicine,  that  as  is  the  violence  of  the  inflammation 
ao  will  its  termination  be; — ^when  excessively  acute,  as  in  this 
«a9e,  if  it  yields  not  to  medicine,  it  will  be  sphacelus ;  if  less 
aeute— suppuration ;  if  still  less — resolution.      In  Morgagtri, 
(Alexander's  Transl.  Vol.  II.  p.  149),  1  find  a  case  nearly  simi- 
kr  to  diis,  with  this  dif&rence  only,  that  the  right  curvature  of 
the  colon,  and  the  contiguous  psoas  muscle  were  also  aflTected 
with  gangrene.    The  subjject  of  this  ease  was  TO  years  dd,  and 
**  grren  to  wine.  **    In  an  epidemic  marsh  remittent,  which  pre<« 
vaned  among  the  soldiers  of  the  royal  artillery  in  Grenada  in 
September,  October,  and  November^  of  the  year  1791,  (an  ac- 
count of  which  was  published  in  the  Edin.  Med.  Commentaries 
for  179S},  the  livers  of  two  of  the  sufferers  by  that  fatal  malady 
were  sphacelated  and  rotten*     Before  t  quit  this  subject,  I  may 
mention  that,  in  the  liver  of  a  dergyman,  my  intimate  and  high* 
ly  respected  friend,  Mr  Wingate  of  St  George's,  Grenada,  who 
died  of  dysentery,  a  substance  of  a  round  form  and  suetty  consist- 
cnoe,  about  the  bigness  of  a  small  pullet's  egg^  contaioed  in  a  bag 
of  a  6emi-csu*tilaginous  structure,  was  found.     The  cause  of  hit 
death,  however,  was  the  mnn  usuni  one  in  dysentery — ^mortifi- 
cation of  the  colon,  &c«     This  gentleman  had  a  fall  from  his 
horse  about  eighteen  months  before,  and  immediately  after  com- 
plained much  of  pain  in  his  right  side,  and  other  symptoms, 
which  induced  me  then  to  treat  him  as  for  hepatitis:  but  whe- 
ther his  fall  gave  rise  to  the  formaUon  of  the  suetty  bail,  or  whe« 
thcr  a  small  abscess  was  j^odnced,  the  matter  of  which  in  time 
acquired  this  consistence,  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine. 
Tlie  cysts  described  by  Dr  Baillie,  I  apprehend,  are  evidently  of 
a  different  nature  from  this.     His  cysts  were  composed  of  a  kind 
of  cartSaginous  substance^  mixed  with  bone,  &c.  (p.  V27).    Mor«* 
gagni,  in  his  36th  Letter,  ArL  H.,  mentions  several  instances 
of  something  similar  to  this  having  been  seen  in  the  f^pleen ;  and 
l>r  Baillie  (p.  2,^6)  says,  that  this  cartilaginous  slaLc  may  be 
considered  as  in  a  great  measure  peculiar  to  the  spLen :  but  in 
all  these  instances  no  mention  is  made  of  their  cause. 
.  It  will  be  deemed  a  very  curious  circumstance,  Uut  the  rup- 
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ture  of  an  orgun  so  unsusceptible  of  pain,  and  so  unproductive 
of  danger  when  extirpated  from  the  bodVf  as  the  n>leen  is  said 
to  be,  snould  prove  fiitai  in  the  case  of  Morton.  How  is  this  to 
be  reconciled  with  the  accounts  handed  down  to  us  bj  many  re- 
spectable authors^  and  which  seem  to  have  been  adopted  by  so 
experiaiced  and  skii&l  a  physiologist  as  Dr  Baillie?  (p.  261.) 
But  the  opinion  of  its  want  of  susoa^tibilityof  pain,  I  have  much 
reason  to  doubt ;  and  a  case  of  splenitis,  which  I  shall  sutyoin, 
supports  me  in  this  doubt.  That  it  should  be  an  organ  whose 
subserviency  to  die  general  purposes  of  the  animal  economy  is 
so  trilling,  as  that  economy  suffers  Utile  or  no  derangement 
on  its  extirpation,  is  also  an  opinion  I  cannot  perceive  the  i«a- 
sonableness  of,  seeing  it  is  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  wis- 
dom and  providence  of  our  Creator,  who  hath  made  nothing  in 
vain,  and  that  in  many  instances  it  is  even  /combated  successfully 
by  opposing  facts.  Mr  Home  has  rendered  jt  highly  probable 
at  least,  that  the  spleen  has  a  use,  which  he  has  endtovoured  to 
demojistrate  by  experiment,  viz.  to  carry  off  the  fluids  not  ne- 
cessary for  digestion,  from  the  cardiac  portion  of  the  stomach. 
Such  a  theory  does  Qot  seem,  however,  to  correspond  with  a 
iact  which  inclines  us  to  assign  an  office  of  biffher  utility  to  this 
organ.  *  1  suspect  indec^d  we  are  still  to  seek  for  its  office;  and 
the  following  (act  increases  the  mystery  of  the  problem ,  or,  if 


*  The  thcoiy  of  Mr  Home  is  probably  not  altogether  ne\T,  altltongh  not  before 
demonstnited  t>y  experiment  Hippocmte^  seems  to  have  had  an  idea  of  tlu«  kind 
^en  he  wrole  the  f(|Uowijig  passage :  **  Ventriculus  dum  pWnus  e^l,  oraium  borum 
(via.  bilis,  sanguis,  hydrops,  ct  pitutt«)  corpori  funs  est  Sunt  autein  et  alii  fontes 
ouatuor,  a  quibus  unusquisque  horum  humorum  in  coi'pus  procedit,  postquAm  sane 
fpsi  a  Tentriculo  aeceperunt  Et  sane  aanguini  fons  est  ror,  pituitK  caput,  oyifc 
v/ifen,  (r»  U  pfavit  o  crxii»-ir»r«  «'r<)«  bili  locus  folUculi  in  hepate.  '*  (Ue  Morbis, 
Lib.  iv.  c  2.  cd.  Vanden  Xanden.)  In  the  ninth  chapter  he  proceeds  to  say  how  the 
iplecii  attracts  water  from  the  stomach ;  but,  as  may  be  expected,  be  is  not  very  in- 
foUigibTe,  seeing  the  connecting  vessels  between  the  stomach  and  spleen  he  speaks  of, 
Are  not  tol>e  found.  Rtolamts,  in  his  Enchiridium  Anatomicura,  (p.  143,  ed.  Frank- 
fort, 1672),  mentions  this  idea  of  Hippocrates,  adopted  by  him  from  ^^is^otle. 
**  Hippocrates  serum  supcrfluum  ex  ventrioulo  emulgere  credidit,  quam  opinionem 
ftccutus  est  Aristoteles,  *'  &c.  Yet  Riolanus  himself  inclined  to  tlie  opinion  of  its 
being  reservatory  or  supplementary  in  its  office  (p.  146).  This  last  seems  also  the 
opinion  of  Mr  Snuroerex.  (New  System  of  Ftiysiology,  Med.  Rav.  VoL  V.  p.  129). 
iJr  Drake's  very  singular  and  instructive  ca^  of  *^  Diseased  Spleen,**  I  conceive 
to  be  likewise  referable  to  this  theory  of  that  organ,  derangefl  in  its  functions  by  a 
cause  ebstructiDg  or  preventing  the  rcgurgiution  of  its  elaborated  bldod.  (  Med.  and 
Surg.  Journal  of  Edin.  VoL  J  I.  p.  409).  The  evident  desiderata  in  the  treatment 
of  this  well-detailed  case,  were  bleeding  and  mercury  in  the  early  stsge  of  the  com- 
plaint When  these,  particularly  the  last  ^^ere  recurred  to,  the  favourable  period 
was  gone  by.  It  indeed  furnishes  an  additional  illustradon  of  &e  medical  precept, 
the  promulgation  and  lecommendation  of  wliich  were  my  motives  for  publishing  tb» 
ioregolng  paper. 
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k  throws  any  light  on  it»  it  probably  does  so  by  strengthening 
the  opinion  that  the  spleen  is  a  saccus  succenturiatus,  a  fiino 
tion  attributed  to  the  gall-biadder  by  Dr  Parr,  (^See  Med.  Dic- 
tionary, Art.  Jeciir).  *'  Samuel  Mitchel,  Esq.  of  the  Island  of 
Orenada,  late  of  Devonshire,  informed  me, "  (I  rxtiact  the  fact 
from  my  Grenada  Med.  Journali  ending  in  I194r^  when  I  left 
that  iwid),  **  of  hb  having  been  for  many  years  troubled  with 
a  very  considerable  enlargement  of  his  spleen,  brought  on  by  re- 
peated attacks  of  remittent  fever;  but  on  going  to  England  in 
1784,  and  remaining  diere  till  the  year  17^6,  the  enlargement 
gradually  disappeared.  Soon  after  his  return  to  Grenada,  the 
former  fever  afflicted  htm  again,  and  with  it  the  a>1een  again  en- 
larged s  and  such  was  the  extent  of  the  disease,  that  it  might  be 
distincttv  felt  considerably  below  the  navel,  and  in  the  right  hy- 
podiondrium.  This  was  the  state  of  it  in  the  year  179^  when 
I  first  felt  it;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  febrile  attacks  was  the  siz^  of  the  spleen.  A  sensible  Ne- 
So  woman,  the  nurse  to  the  Jiospitalof  Bacolet  estate,  on  which 
T  Mitchel  resided,  informed  him,  about  this  time,  that  the 
<M>mplaint  was  a  very  common  one  among  .^e  children,  and  that 
the  most  effectual  cure  she  had  experienced,  was  frequent  preii- 
sure,  or  kneading,  as  it  were,  of  the  spleen.  ^She  advised  him 
to  have  recourse  to  the  same  treatment,  aiul  for  medicine  to  use 
about  a  table-spoon/td  of  the  rust  of  ii^on  every  second  morning* 
He  assured  me  that  the  spleen,  after  every  operation  or  kneaa- 
ing,  became  less;  and  in  fact  on  tlie  20th  ot  August  (1792),  when 
I  hist  saw  him  and  felt  the  abdomen,  it  had  evidently  diminish- 
ed more  than  one  half,  although  during  thiti  time  he  had  freqtient 
returns  of  his  troublesome  remittent. "  Is  not  this  case  an  illus- 
trationof  Morgagni's  theory  of  the^cause  of  the  remarkable  large 
spleens  which  have  been  sometimes  met  widi?  (See  Letter  36, 
Art«  IB).  He  mentions  some  weighing  15itb,  and  others  of  tiie 
almost  incredible  weight  of  2:$tb  and  3t5lb. 

After  aU,  and  giving  due  consideration  to  the  various  tlieories 
which  have  been  proposed,  I  am  inclined  to  diink  that  the  priii- 
*  cipal,  if  not  the  only  use  of  the  spleen,  is  to  perform  die  double 
office  of  receiving  the  blood  not  necessary  fur  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  economy,  thereby  to  preserve  more  irapoi  tant  or- 
gans from  too  great  distention  and  rupture  (a  function  for  which 
it  is  solely  designed  according  to  Dr  lUish)!,  and  during  its  de- 
tention to  elaU)rate  that  blood  inio  a  state  necessary  to  give  a- 
gency  to  the  bile  in  the  great  work  of  chylification.  I  am  dis' 
posed  to  adopt  this  opinion^  1.  From  its  coalescing  the  opinions 
of  almost  all  physiologists  respecting  the  use  of  the  spleen. 
3L  From  the  spleen  being  a  sac,  or  a  collection  of  sacs  united  by 
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SI  common  enveloping  membrane.  S.  From  the  disproporttoncd 
size  of  the  splenic  artery  to  the  organ  to  which  it  conveys  bloody 
(arteries  iiice,  satis  magnae,  et  jecoraria,  incredibili  mensura,  ma- 
jores  Boerh.  Instit.  SI 5).  4.  From  the  spleen  having  ho  exere- 
tory  duct.  5.  From  the  splenic  vein  being  the  only  channel  by 
which  the  contents  of  die  spleen  are  discharged.  And  6.  fVom 
these  contents  being  conveyed  by  the  splenic  vein  into  the  trnnk 
of  the  vena  ports,  and  thence  exdusivefy  into  the  liver.  Henc* 
the  perspicuity  of  the  aphorism  of  Sylvius :  Non  videtur  enim 
tarn  siropliciter  ad  vitam,  quara  commodiorcm  vitam  datus  ani- 
malibus  Hen.  (Prax.  Medicas,  lib.  i.  c.  43.  s.  6).  Hence,  too, 
nppeors  the  rational  inference  which  Boerhaave  drew  from  a  cor- 
rect examination  of  the  structure  and  connexions  of  the  spleen : 
Apparet  quidem  maniicstissime  quod  omnis  hujiis  actionis  fhic- 
tus  in  iiene  nascatur,  scd  neutiquam  ei  inserviat :  verum  qitom 
omnis  sic  confectus,  humor  eat  in  unam  venam  Portarum  et  he*^ 
par;  patet  usum  splcnis  inservire  hepati»  &c.  (Institut.  Me> 
dic»,  $  823— S26.  Ludg.  Bat.  1734^,  p.  174). 

I  subjoin  the  case  ot  splenitis. — A  man  of  a  strong  adilelie 
constitution  and  cheerful  disposition,  in  the  month  of  December 
1784,  was  spontaneously  seized  with  a  pain  in  the  left  side« 
where  the  spleen  is  situated,  attended  with  considerable  heat 
And  tension  of  the  part,  and  some  degree  of  fever.  His  belly 
after  the  two  first  days  was  regular,  and  his  appetite  for  food  to« 
lerably  good.  After  the  two  nrst  dajs  of  his  complaint  the  fe- 
ver abated  very  much,  but  the  least  pressure  on  the  pan  where 
the  pain  was  felt  was  intolerable.  He  had  no  headacfa,  bu^ 
some  lassitude  in  bis  limbs,  which  continued  after  the  fever  dis- 
appeared $  and  his  strength  gradually  diminished  notwithstanding 
his  animal  functions  did  not  seem  much  impaired.  I  saw  him 
three  or  four  days  after  the  accession  of  the  disease,  and,  imagin- 
ing at  first  that  the  pain  proceeded  from  some  degree  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  left  kidney,  I  drew  near  a  pound  of  blood,  ordered 
a  blister  to  be  applied,  and  prescribed  nitrous  and  emollient  me- 
dicines. He  continued  these  for  a  few  days  without  experiencing^ 
any  relief.     I  /ound  now  he  had  no  symptoms  peculiar  to  ne- 

ijhritis,  a  circumstance  I  was  deceived  in  when  1  first  saw  him, 
)ut  that  the  pain  and  other  affections  evidently  indicated  inflam- 
mation of  tlie  spleen,  and  I  therefore  determined  to  treat  it  as  a 
case  of  hepatitis.  The  fever  and  tension  being  gone,  I  ordered 
calomel  in  the  following  form : 

]^  Calomel,  ppt.  gr.  xxx. 
Opii,  gr.  iv.  , 

Camphor,   9ij. 

Mic.  panis,  q.  s.  ut  ft.  piluke  viginti.     Sumat  unam 
mane  et  vespere. 
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He  took  the  twenty  pills  by  the  time  I  next  saw  him ;  they 
had  brought  on  a  gende  spitting,  and  bad  almost  totally  removed 
the  pain.  I  continued  them  one  morning  and  evening,  in  order 
to  support  the  salivation ;  and,  in  about  six  days  more,  he  was 
perfectly  recovered.  * 

Clijianf  i9th  Aptnl^  1811.  C.  Chisholm. 


II. 

Ca$e  ^  En/tkema  Mercuriale.     Communicated  to  Dr  AnASa 
Burt,  by  Andrew  Ramsat,  Esq.  Assistant-Surgeon  in  the 

Honourable  East  India  Company's  Service. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Seeiapoof^  2d  SepL  1810. 

IHAvK  now  the  pleasure  to  send  yon  the  case  I  promised.  When 
I  began  to  draw  it  upi  I  thought  it  might  be  interesting^ 
as  I  was  not  aware  of  that  complaint  attacking  the  natives,  and 
as  it  has  only  lately  been  taken  notice  of.  I  nave  since  observ- 
ed, however,  in  Uie  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Madras,  in  which  it  is  stated  to  be 
Tcry  common  in  that  establishment.  I  myself  have  never  seen 
it  before ;  and  I  am  very  much  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  mer- 
cury. I  send  it  to  you,  however^  as  it  shows  that  a  return -of 
It  may  be  expected  on  a  second  exhibition  of  the  medicine.  This 
circumstance  makes  me  suspicious,  that  it  does  not  arise  from 
cold  so  much  as  from  a  peculiarity  in  the  constitution.  I  think, 
also,  that  were  it  the  effect  of  cold,  we  should  meet  with  it 
much  more  frequently ;  and  that  the  mercurv,  instead  of  aug« 
menting  it,  would,  as  in- other  cases  arising  from  cold,  tend  to 
remove  it,  by  its  being  quickly  thrown  in.  During  the  second 
attack,  there  were  no  catarrhal  symptoms^  nor  affection  of  the 
eyes  %  but  that  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  attack  being  slight, 
in  consequence  of  the  mercury  having  been  stopped  so  early* 

*  Hippocntef  gives  •  caie  ofazccflaive  paiit  in  the  spleen ;  in  which,  after  bleed- 
ing and  obfltiiieiioe  had  been  cmploTcd,  the  diaeaae  became  wane;  but  was  at  last 
.cared  bj  drinking  a  particular  kind  of  wine  (mvo^  ^x«(  xirfv^ \  Wnum  bibit  ni« 
anun  tennc,  sanatus  est.  Epidemics,  iX^^-  ^'  c.  57.)  This  block  wine  waspra- 
{ably  of  those  mild  kinds  he  spedis  or  in  another  place,  which  possessed  a  porg»- 
tiTe  cooling  auality,  Uf^*  pM^Mt  /(txavfc^De  Dicta,  Lib.  ii*  c.  S!8.  ed.  Vande» 
Uidan.) 
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One  thing  remarkable  h,  that  the  gonorrhoea  stopped  on  the 
aflcction  taking  place. 


CASE  OF  ERYTHEMA  MERCUKTALEt 

Bechook  Singh  Sipahee,  set.  21,  a  stout  healthy  hid,  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  iiospital  on  the  6th  April  1810»  witn  a  gonorrhoea 
and  small  chancre  on  the  prepuce.  He  was  ordered  to  use  an 
injection  of  the  acetate  of  zinc,  and  to  take  a  pill,  containing 
three  grains  of  the  submuriate  of  mercury  at  bed-time..  This  he 
continued  till  the  I2th,  when  he  was  directed  to  rub  half  a  drachm 
of  the  unguent,  hydrargyri  into  the  thighs  every  evoiing.  His 
mouth  became  considerably  aficcted  $  in  consequence  of  whidi, 
about  tlie  1 8th,  the  cak>mel  was  omitted.  About  this  time  ako^ 
m  number  of  red  points  appeared  on  the  inside  of  hi»  thighs, 
whidi  he  complained  of  on  account  of  the  itchiness  whidi  tney 
occasioned.  These  gradually  increased  in  number,  and  extend- 
ed over  the  whole  thighs,  genitals,  and  loins ;  appeared  on  the 
arms  and  sides  of  the  chest  and  neck,  and  were  accompanied 
with  great  heat.  The  man  was  naturally  very  black ;  the  erup- 
tion was  a  dirty  light  red  colour  ;  did  not  appear  to  contain,  a 
fluid ;.  was  perfecdv  distinct,  and  the  tops  oi  the  papulae  were 
completely  flat*  The  salivation  entirely  ceased ;  his  mouth  and 
throat  were  swelled,  and  he  had  complained  of  a  difficulty  of  swal- 
lowing* for  some  days  before.  He  became  feverish,  andhad  a  se- 
vere headache 

I  was  at  a  loss  what  to  make  of  the  case.  The  eniption  had 
a  very  different  appearance  from  any  venereal  one — ^indeed  from 
any  kind  I  had  ever  seen;  and  although  this,  from  the  insidioua 
nature  of  lues,  and  from  the  endless  variety  of  ways  in  which  it 
shows  itself^  did  not  authorise  me  to  deciJe  upon  its  not  being 
venereal ;  yet,  as  it  appeared  so  shortly  after  the  infection,  m 
a  lad  who  declared  tnat  he  had  never  been  diseased  before,  I 
could  not  fancy  it  to  be  venereal.  We  were  encamped  on  f 
damp  situation,  by  the  side  of  the  Grogra  at  Kyreegusb.  We 
had  had  a  change  of  weather  a  few  days  before,  and  the  air  was 
cold  and  muggy.  I  therefore  naturally  concluded  that  my  pa- 
tient had  caught  cold ;  and,  in  consequ^ice,  that  the  ptyalism 
had  become  suspended,  and  hence  the  pain  and  sweUing  about 
the  fauces,  &c.  I  therefore  directed  him  to  keep  himself  warm, 
and  to  sleep  upon  a  high  cherpace,  which  was  provided  for  him. 
The  mercurial  friction  was  discontinued  on  accfount  of  the  erup- 
tion, and  he  was  ordered  to  take  a  calomel  pill  niorjiing  and 
evening. 

April  2ith. — Eruption  increasing;  very  rough  to  the* touch; 
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extending  a1mt>st  over  thte  whole  body,  excepting  over  the  breast 
No  return  of  ^the  salivation;  face  and  fauces  much  sweDed  ;  hoc 
and  feverish;  tongue  rather  foul.  The  pills  were  increased  to 
four  grains  each,  iind  he  got  a  draught  with  thirty  drops  of  tinc- 
ture of  opium  at  bed- time. 

26M. — Eruption  and  fever  increased;  pulse  120;  difficulty  ill 
voiding  urine;  has  left  off  the  injection  for  some  days;  no  sauva- 
tion;  belly  costive.  Ordered  a  small  dose  of  riiobarb^  with  ten 
grains  nitrate  of  potass.     Cont.  alia. 

28/A. — The  eruption  on  the  tower  part  of  the  thighs  is  falling 
off,  and  has  a  scaly  appearance;  but  from  the  upper  part,  ana 
particularly  about  the  scrotum  and  perinseum,  tliereis  an  exuda- 
tion of  a  greenish  fluid ;  mouth  and  tongue  swelled  and  painfuf^ 
but  no  salivation;  the  eyes  are  watery  and  painful,  and  the  ey6<- 
lids  seem  swelled.  Pulse  120,  and  not  strong;  thirst  consider- 
able; belly  regular.  He  was  ordered  a  saline  julep,  and  the 
parts  affected  to  be  washed  with  a  solution  of  the  mariate  of 
mercury. 

SO^. — Eruption,  exudation,  and  fever  increased;  no  saliva- 
tion. I  now  began  to  suspect  that  the  remedy  I  was  employing 
was  in  fact  the  cause  of  all  the  mischief.  I  remembered  to  have 
read  Dr  Spens's  account  of  some  cases  of  the  erythema  mercu- 
riale,  in  the  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  and  I  regretted  much 
that  I  had  not  the  book  to  refer  to ;  and  from  anv  others  which  I 
had,  I  could  get  no  information.  I  rememberdi  one  part  of  hfs 
practice,  however,  which  was  immediately  to  stop  the  mercury; 
and  this  I  now  did,  and  gave  two  scruples  of  bark  three  times  a- 
day.  The  solution  of  Uie  muriate  of  mercury  seemed  to  do 
harm  instead  of  good^  smarting  the  parts  much,  and  adding  to 
the  itchiness ;  it  was  therefore  discontimied,  and  the  parts  dust- 
ed with  flour  to  absorb  the  moisture. 

Matf  2^— The  erythema  ii  very  general,  and  the  dischargi^ 
from  almost  the  whole  body  is  copious  and  horribly  offensive.  It 
IS  a  thin,  greenish  yellow  ichorous  fluid,  which,  by  drying  on 
the  surface,  has  formed  an  incrustation,  through  chinks  in  which 
the  matter  flows.  Pulse  about  120,  and  feeble  ;>  strength  muck 
reduced^  but  his  appetite  is  very  great;  tongue  rather  furred,  but 
moist;  rests  ill  during  the  night.  To  htfve  ten  drops  of  lauda^ 
num  added  to  his  draught;  ordered  him  four  ounces  of  Madeira 
in  the  day,  which,  being  called  medicine,  he  had  no  objection  to 
take. 

^th. — Suffers  much-  uneasiness  and  distress.  Cuticle  or  incrus- 
tation falls  off  in  large  pieces.  The  odour  is  so  unpleasant  and 
so  peculiarly  atttvigy  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  approach 
him.  Appetite  so  much  increased,  that  he  says  he  eats  three 
times  aa  much  as  ever  be  did  before.    His  eves  are  muclv  offu ct^ 
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ed,  and  altiMMt  shut  up  by  the  swelling  of  tbe  eye-Ud»^  aolntioA 
of  acetate  of  lead  for  eye-water^^Iso  to  be  applied  to  one  ana 
and  tbtgh. 

8M. — UneasinesB  increased  bv  the  watb,  therefore  to  be  dia* 
continued.  Strength  very  much  reduced  $  discharge  yery  con- 
siderable.    Ordernl  the  bark  six  times  a-day. 

14/A. — Has  contiRucd  much  the  same*  Having  had  consi* 
dcrable  pur^ng  to-<iay,  six  drops  of  laudanum  were  given  with 
each  dose  of  the  bark. 

1  Sth. — A  large  boil  baa  appeared  on  the  spine  of  the  lefl  i)esm« 
Diarrhcea  abated.     Appr.  cataplasm,  commun. 

\Bth. — The  tq^ments  about  the  boil  have  a  glossy  iltcoloor- 
ed  appearance;  exudation  less;  eyes  much  better f  pulse  116; 
belly  costive.     Omit  the  tinct.  op.  with  each  dose  of  the  bark. 

19/A. — The  boil  has  burst  and  discharj^  a  quantity  of  mat- 
ter ;  another  has  appeared  in  the  right  axilla ;  says  he  feels  much 
better  to*day ;  appetite  considerably  diminished ;  exudation  abo 
seems  less.  Notwithstanding  the  great  care  taken  to  keep  him 
very  clean,  the  smell  arising  irom  his  body  is  almost  iosapport* 
able.     The  incrustation  falls  off  in  large  portions. 

2\st, — Although  great  care  be  taken  to  keep  the  flies  from  his 

body,  yet  they  have  been  attracted  in  such  numbers  as  to  give 

him  more  annoyance  than  the  dis<»seb    The  boil  is  filled  witlr 

maggots,  some  of  a  very  large  si^e.    The  sore  to  be  w^uhed 

'  with  brandy,  and  dressed  with  ui>gt.  cerse. 

Ud. — Suffers  much.  The  boil  in  the  axilla  and  another  oir 
the  left  elbow  have  burst,  and  are  full  of  maggots  ^  twenty- five 
wei«  taken  from  the  large  one  this  morning;  dScharge  ofl&naive 
as  before,  but  much  less.  To  tske  four  doses  of  bark  in  the 
day.    Augr.  viti.  ad.  |vi. 

26M. — Sore  on  the  haunch  gets  clean  and  free  frtmi  maggots  ; 
boils  are  forming  oVer  different  parts  of  the  body,  which  bursty 
and  contain  those  animals.  Feels  himself  consideraldy  better. 
Tongue  clean ;  pulse  100. 

315/. — Sores  clean  and  healing;  has  much  less  uneasiness  oyer 
his  body;  feels  himself  much  stronger,  and  s&t  up  for  half  an 
hour  to*day. 

June  2<L — The  skin  over  most  of  his  body  is  becoming  dean, 
and  in  some  few  places  much  lighter  coloured.  Belly  costive;, 
pube  99*  Sumat.  pulv.  lax.  et  omittr.  haust.  From  this  time  he 
became  gradually  better,  and  was  soon  able  to  walk  about.  The 
chancre  was  completely  weU;  and,  during  his  illness,  his  go« 
norrhcea  had  left  him.  On  the  10th  July  he  appeared  perfectly 
well  in  every  req>ect^  and  I  was  going  to  send  him  out  to  faia 
dutyi  but  as  1  was  by  no  mesns  certain  that  the  venereal  was 
eradicated^  and  I  had  a  wish  to  know  whether  the  erythem* 
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would  return  or  not  As  it  is  assured^  of  some  conseaoence  Xxi 
be  oert&in,  whether  the  disease  in  duestion  arises  from  tne  action, 
of  mercury  upon  a  peculiar  constitution,  or  from  the  efiects  of 
cold  upon  the  system  while  under  the  influence  of  that  substance,. 
I  determined  to  put  this  patient  agaid  ulider  a  rwular  course  of 
medicine.  On  tne  30th  of  July,  uerefore,  when  he  had  regain« 
ed  his  strength  and  flesh  completely,  he  began  by  taking  Uiree 
grains  of  calomel  at  bed' time  (I  used  calomel,  as  he  had  taken 
It  before)  $  he  was  put  into  a  room  by  himself,  and  desired  to  be 
▼ery  carefiil  not  to  expose  himself  to  cokl ;  and  I  bdieve  he  was 
particularly  careful  of  himself.  . 

On  the  24th  he  felt  his  mouth  a  little  tore»  but  that  went  off 
on  the  2^h.  On  the  26th  the  pills  were  increased  to  four 
grains*  On  the  29th  he  was  ordered  to  take  one  morning  and 
evening. 

August  AttK — Mouth  gets  sore.    Omittr.  piluL  mane^ 

^h. — Salivation  considerable.  Omittr.  piluL  vesper.  Great 
care  to  be  taken  against  cold. 

14/A. — Mouth  letter  \  salivation  less.  To  rub  in  half  a  drachm 
of  the  ointment  in  the  evening. 

16M. — Felt  an  itching  oVer  his  arms,  which  has  gon^  off  to- 
day.    Contr.  unguent. 

17M. — Complains  of  a  return  of  the  itchiness  over  his  arms  % 
the  inside  of  the  right  feels  roiigh. 

20M. — ^There  is  a  slight  eruption  over  the  tops  of  his  thighs  9 
that  on  his  arms  has  increased  i  says  (hat  the  feeling  is  exactly 
what  it  was  before.     Omittr.  unguent  hydrarg. 

2I5/. — £ruption  increasing ;  has  the  very  sameappeairance  as 
what  it  had  before^ 

80M. — The  eruption  is  considetebly  less^  and  falling  off  in 
small  scales  \  the  itchiness  is  considerably  abated*  At  .the  upper 
part  of  the  thighs,  however,  there  is  slight  exudation. 

Sept*  Wi — Itchiness  and  eruption  considerably  increased  to- 
day over  the  thighs  and  arms ;  exudation  from  the  groins  and 
periDffium  1  several  small  hard  bo3s  over  hb  arms  and  legs. 
Appr.  liniment,  aq.  calc. 

Ud. — Exudation  from  the  a^ms  9  eruption  app6iEu*ing  over  the 
chest.     Belly  costive^    Sumt  sulph.  sub.  Sss.  h.  s. 

i^h. — Exudation  less ;  eruption  in  most  places  falling  off  in  a 
scurf. 

7/A. — A  considerable  discharge  for  two  days  past  from  arouod 
the  umbilicus ;  from  the  other  parts  dimintshing.  Belly  costive. 
Capiat.  piL  purg.  iij.  exjemal  gtncia  compos. 

llth, — Exudation  ana  eruption  gone.     General  health  good.' 
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Tq  th  EdUws  of  the  Edinbur^  MeHcai  anS  Surigical  'JoumaL 

Gentlembn^ 

i  HcAVB  the  iMioiir  to  mtmit  tlife  pa|Mr  to  ynnrmwriAEmrinftr 
iesving  it  t«  your  Jto dgwent  to  <toctd^  ivhethor  or  not  to  fainii  X  s t 
in  your  Journai.  Tfe  CQWOT»ig|itio»  h<g  hwm  tridiKiic J  ip  lie 
hf  Mr  AleataAder  R«n«a^»  tstii»tMriHsai|[Mi9  itt  itiedioh  rhatf  r 
or  *  hnntolioii  of  nalive  Waetrj  viUnn  liie  dfacri^t  cf  toy  ptm- 
istiiofial  nqtoifiniesodeACOb  On  ibe  acciilwy  tif  this  getitlrimn's 
report  every  reliance  may  be  piactfi;  The  eryi&csia  fnerMruile 
ocoRTs  aMttedura^  ^^)«wh  but  Mkloni,  iti  llm  oMOlrys  tbe  dis- 
oate  Ins  bwii  bm  ki^y  de^erHied  to  the  mbBci  and  ^wit  oc- 
curs^ the  jpractttiooor  is  ttot  a{wajr«  at  ni«t  twiate  of  its  aittare. 
In  each  ot  the  few  cases  of  this- disease  which  have  cofM  «ii4er 
my  obseiTfllMiu  the  ftftetionof  the  ahio  hoi  ormoed  trom  tuh- 
hjqg  in  VKPenrial  ointM^t. 

liengal^  1th  Ifav.  1810.  Aoavft  Bust. 


»  ^ » 


— , — t 


JmfysU  ^ike  Cmstm  CommUiftr.    By  John  Boffpoes^  M.  D. 


N  one  of  the  late  Numbers  of  your  Joumdi  *  yoa  fp^ve  ao  ac- 
count of  «onie  obftemriohs  that  haire  be<ii  made  m  Ae  East 


I 

Indies  on  the  eaotos  ooodnilitfer,  both  as  an  article  of  mttridoa, 
and  especially  as  possessiac  antiscorbutic  propertied.  You  eon- 
dude  by  expressing  a  wisb  that  some  one  would  endeavour  to 
asceitaia  whether  it  coataiaa  any  citric  acid  ;'and  it  was  prineipaliy 
with  this  intontion  that  the  fo]lowtng>experiments  weneperfennedr 
A  portion  of  the  leaf  of  the  cactus,  which  wieigbed  1  CO  gn.  was 
cut  into  small  pieces,  and  was  then  strongly  agitated  in  a  hottle 
with  %\.  of  water,  ft  was  ihen  squeezed  ihroagh  a  linen  «tnia- 
er^  and  nearly  one  ounce  of  a  omdli^  was  procured,-  whidi 
tiras  of  about  the  consistence  of  albumen  ovi,  and  was  so  tenod- 
fms,  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  divide  it  anlo  separate  por- 
'^ns.  Another  ounce  of  water  was  then  added  to  it,  and  it  war 
again  strongly  agitated  in  a  bottle,  by  which  means  it  was  ra- 


■*^ 
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dnced  to  n  ixHnistenoe  ttmilaf  to  thirt  c(  the  sefom  of  the  blood, 
and  in  this  state  was  made  the  mbjeet  of  experioient.  The  re- 
sidue of  the  leaf,  that  had  not  passed  throagh  the  strtiinet, 
weighed  73  gt%.;  but  after  being  for  some  time  exposed  to  a  gentle 
heat,  it  tras  reduced  to  a  little  more  than  5  grs.  The  mucilage 
was  nearly  transparent  hnd  colourless,  atid  without  anj  peculiar 
taste  or  smell.  It  regained  fat  a  considerable  time  exposed  to 
the  atmosphere,  without  undergoing  any  aheTation ;  but  gradil- 
all^  it  de|>osited  a  small  (]uaiititjr  t^  a  flocculent  matter,  and  a^* 
quired  a  slightly  putrid  odour.  Ahhough  the  consistence  of  the 
mudlsge  appeared  to  b^  very  tlearly  the  same  with  that  which 
is  produced  by  dissoWing  one  part  of  gum  Arabic  in  ten  parts 
of  water ;  yet  it  was  foilrtd,  upon  ^aporatlon,  to  cotitain  not 
more  than  1  -  iOOth  of  its  weight  of  solid  contienti.  There  was  ai^ 
obvious  difference  between  the  eonsistence  of  the  cactus  mud* 
kse  and  that  horti  giHn  Arabic ;  k  difiSsrence  which,  I  conceive^ 
wm  be  comprehended,  by  stating  that  the  htter  is  more  giuti* 
nous,  and  the  former  more  tenacious.  In  this  fespedc,  the  roil* 
cilage  of  the  cactus  approaches  to  that  of  linseed.  The  mucU 
bge,  although  it  appears  to  be  indefifiitely  soluble  in  water,  la 
not  easilv  incorporated  with  it;  but  by  strong  agitation  in  a  botti^, 
a  complete  union  may  be  fbrm^.  By  the  test  6f  Htmiis,  the 
mucilage  was  found  to  be  very  stlffhtly  ^d.  The  Quantity  of 
acid  was  so  small,  that  650  grs.  had  its  held  ftpparentrjr  neutral* 
ized  by  one  drop  of  a  solution  of  potash,  formed  by  dissolving 
one  part  of  the  kaK  purum  of  the  JPharmacopo^ta  in  four  parts 
of  water  $  the  addition  of  three  drops  caused  the  mttdlage  to  be 
deddedlv  alkaline.  This  acid  conkl  not  be  the  oxalic,  oecause 
the  oxalate  of  ammoniac  threw  down  a  minute  quantity  of  a 
powdery  preripitate,  proving  that  the  fluid  contained  lime.  In 
order  to  ascertain  whether  this  time  was  united  to  an  excess  of 
citric  acid,  lime  water  was  gradually  added  to  convert  the  super- 
dtrate  into  the  dtrate  of  lime,  but  no  precipitate  wl»  produced* 
To  try  whether  it  was  the  tartaric  add  which  existed  In  the  mu* 
dlsge,  potash  was  added  very  gradually,  but  no  predpitate  wa» 
formed.  I  do  not,  indeed,  concdve  that  these  experiments 
prove  the  absolute  nofi^existence  of  dther  the  citric  or  tartaric 
acids,  because  the  methods  employed  (6t  deteclkig  them  do  not 
appear  appIicaUe  to  discover  them  when  in  very  minute  quanti- 
ty. This,  indeed,  appeared  ta  be  the  fiictf  for  when  very  dilute 
solutions  of  the  citric  and  tartaric  acids  were  farmed,  neither 
the  lime  water  in  the  one  case,  nor  the  potash  in  the  othei*^ 
threw  down  any  pectpitates.  I  conceive,  however,  that  we 
msy  be  warranted  in  concluding,  that  die  power  of  the  cactu» 
coccinillifer  does  not  depend  upon  way  acid  which  it  contains. 

s2 
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I  afterwards  examined  the  action  of  some  of  the  reag^ts,  which 
I  had  formerly  found  to  produce  peculiar  effects  upon  different 
vegetable  mucilages*  Although  lime-water  did  not  throw  down 
any  of  that  powoery  precipitate  which  indicated  the  formation  of 
the  citrate  of  lime  i  yet  X  observedi  that  after  lime-water  had 
been  for  some  time  in  contact  with  the  mucilagej  the  sides  of  the 
glass  were  coated  witli  what  appeared  to  be  small  particles  of 
gummy  matter ;  and  I  found  the  same  effect  to  be  produced  in  a 
greater  degree  by  bary tes  water.  It  would  appear  to  arise  from 
a  weak  action  between  the  mucilage  and  the  earth,  by  which  a 
partial  separation  is  produced  of  the  vegetable  matter  from  the 
water  that  holds  it  in  solution.  When  akohol  was  added  to  a 
mucilage  of  about  the  consistence  of  serum  i  that  isyi^when  it 
contained  about  1 -200th  of  its  weight  of  solid  matter,  the  two 
fluids  were  incorporated  by  agitation  in  a  bottle,  without  any 
visible  change  being  effected  ;  but  when  the  mucilage  contained 
1-  lOOth  of  its  weignt  of  solid  matter,  the  alcohol  separated  it  in 
ihe  form  of  a  spongy  mass,  without  rendering  the  fluid  in  any 
d^ee  opaque ;  in  this  respect  agreeing  with  the  mucilage  of  liu- 
seed,  and  differing  from  that  of  gum.  The  oxymuriate  of  tin, 
and  the  nitrate  of  silver,  also  formed  a  spongy  precipitate,  while 
(he  acetate  of  I^ad  produced  a  copious  dense  precipitate.  Sili- 
cated  potash^  the  oxystilphate  of  iron,  and  the  nitrate  of  mer- 
cury had  no  effect  on  the  mucilage* 

These  experiments  show,  that  the  substance  which  enters  so 
largely  into  the  composition  of  the  cactus  coccinillifer  is,  in  mo^l 
respects,  similar  to  tne  mucilage  of  linseed ;  and  that,  if  the  di»- 
iiuction  which  I  formerly  *  pomted  out  between  gums  and  mu- 
cilages is  to  be  considered  as  liaving  any  foundation,  the  sub- 
sunce  in  question  must  be  placed  in  tne  latter  class. 

The  effects  of  the  reagents  difier  so  much  in  almost  all  the 
varieties  of  gums  and  mucilages,  that  we  are  led  to  inquire, 
whether  this  depends  upon  a  peculiar  action  which  is  exerted 
between  the  gum  itself  and  the  reagent ;  or  whether  it  may  not 
depend  upon  the  extfaneous  bodies  which  are  known  to  exist  in 
gums?  Gum  Arabic,  fof  instance,  contains  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  lime,  and  possesses  the  singular  property  of  precipitating 
silicated  potash  ^--^loes  the  effect  in  this  case  aepehd  upon  the 
gum  itself,  or  upon  the  lime  which  is  combined  with  it  i  To 
ascertain  this  point,  I  added  oxalic  acid  to  the  mucilage  of  gum 
Arabic,  until  all  the  lime  wad  separated  in  the  form  of  the 
Oxalate.  It  was  then  diluted  with  water,  so  as  to  permit  the 
precipitate  to  subside,  and  was  afterwards  evaporated  to  its  foi- 
,    ■■  — ^ ■ 
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mer  consistence.  Oxalic  acid  now  produced  no  effect  upon  itf 
and  vet  it  still  precipitated  siKcated  potash.  We  may,  therefore, 
conclude,  that  there  is  a  specific  action  exercised  between  gtim 
Arabic  and  silex.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  when  the  acetate 
of  lead  is  added  to  gum,  an  union  takes  place  between  the  gum 
and  the  lead,  because  the  water  of  solution  is  obviously  deprived 
of  its  viscidity.  I  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  proportion  in 
which  gam  Arabic  and  lead  unite :  In  one  experiment  ^0  parts 
of  gum  united  to  35  of  lead ;  and  in  a  second,  SO  parts  of  gum 
to  SO  parts  of  lead ;  but  there  is  always  some  unccrtainfy  in  ope- 
rating  upon  vegetable  substances,  from  the  difficulty  there  is  in 
separating  the  precipitates  from  the  fluid,  and  reducing  them 
to  the  same  degree  of  dryness.  Besides,  I  am  disposed  to  con- 
ceive,  that  in  this,  as  in  many  analogous  cases,  the  nature  of  the 
compound  is  influenced  by  the  circumstances  under  which  th? 
experiment  is  performed 

Knofshole  Bank^  near  Liverpool, 
April  ftlth^  16U. 
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Case  of  Asthma  cured  by  Smoking  die  Datura  Siramonium.  By 
William  English,  Esq.  Surgepn,  Great  Tower  ^txeet, 
London. 

T  RECEIVED  the  last  Number  of  yonr  valuri)Ie  publication,  with 
-^  the  hopes  of  finding  that  you  had  therein  directed  the  at- 
tention of  the  medical  world  to  the  herb  stramonium  wliich  this 
countiT  produces,  for  the  cure  of  asthmatic  complaints;  for, 
notwithstanding  tihe  uncourteous  style  and  illiberal  abuse  so  la- 
vishly dealt  out  against  the  profession  in  general,  and  ^'  the  re- 
gular" or  highest  class  in  particular,  by  a  late  author,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  yon  are  by  wr  too  dignified  to  reject  any  benefit  to 
be  derived  to  society,  and  medical  science  especially,  however 
malignant  or  impure  the  soiurce  from  whence  it  may  flow.  Should 
you  deem  the  following  case  worth  a  place  in  your  excellent  re- 
pository, I  trust  you  will  insert  it,  being  an  humble  attempt  to 
confer  that  blessing  on  others  of  which  I  have  lately  so  largely 
partaken  myself. 
When  a  boy,  I  was  subject  to  wheezing  and  shortness  of  bre$il$. 
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upon  any  sKriit  ^oldt  which  wore  off  at  I  grew  np^  and  fiir 
^y  years  I  forgot  it;  but  wh^n  in  China*  in  the  veor  il99»  I 
wa&  seized  with  a  severe  pafoxysm  of  spasmodie  astu^ia^  aocbm^ 
panied  with  hepadtis  $  siiree  wfat ch  limei  I  have  been  freqiient]y« 
and,  for  later  years,  I  may  sa^  Qonstantly,  afflicted  with  asthnifu 
The  paroxism  commences  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  cold,  to* 

8 ether  with  purging  and  much  evacuation  of  urine^  suooeede4 
y  intolerable  flatus  in  the  stomach  and  bowfh;  frequent  oon* 
wulsive  cough  {  constant  wbeeangi  with  painful  dyspnusas  being 
unable  to  ml  the  chest  with  air:  any  sudden  eKertioni  speakina 
above  a  word  or  two  together,  or  attemptiu  to  walk  up  a  h^ 
or  up  stairs  bring  on  suffocation  }  much  frotny  tenacioQs  «aliv« 
is  discharged  from  the  throat,  with  some  congealed  phkgm  flrom 
^e  bronoiia;  and  in  the  mornings,  what  is  eotpectorated  is  oftea 
I treaked  with  blood,  and  sometimes  a  liltle  piire  blood  is  com^ 
ed  up.  The  paroxvsm  runs  its  course  in  from  three  lo  6ve  days, 
when  the  flatus  subsides,  and  expectoration  becomes  ftee  and 
«asy ;  being,  instead  of  frothy  tenacious  saliva,  and  the  jeUy  or 
white  of  egg^lrke  substance,  common  phlegm,  with  a  Uttle 
good  looking  pus.  Health,  appetite,  and  spirits,  quickly  return. 
Por  the  last  three  years,  I  have  never  had  an  interval  of  above 
ten  or  twelve  days  free  from  this  distressing  complaint.  I  can- 
not assign  any  canse  for  its  commencement ;  and  it  goes  off  as 
unaccountably*  With  respect  to  the  cure  of  this  disease,  I  have 
been  unwearied  in  my  applications  to  effect  it ;  all  my  medical 
friends,  both  in  India  and  England,  have,  at  one  time  or  ano- 
ther,  prescribed . for  ma;  and  I  have  not  neglected  to  resort  tp 
all  the  books  that  came  within  my  reach,  which  treated  on  this 
subject, — but  all  in  vain.  A  few  grains  of  calomd  (submurtas.  by- 
drarg.)»  I  have  found  by  experience,  is  the  only  medicine  Aat 
is  of  service  to  me,  taken  on  the  accession  of  the  fit ;  it  purges 
and  aoceleratea  the  evacuation  of  urinte.  Diabetea  and  catWsie, 
lieing  the  first  symptoms  of  an  attack,  I  was  led  la  f  o^oun^  this 
]|iatural  propensity  by  takii^;  the  calomel  s  and  I  aoon  found  it 
of  benefit,  by  shortening  tlie  duration  of  the  paroxysm. 

Dr  Bree'a  valuable  publication  encouraged  Hie  4o  peraeftus 
with  his  plan  qf  cure  for  upwards  of  two  years,  |o  wnicA  I  as 
strictly  adhered  as  my  situation  would  aUow  s  but  I  am  sorry  lo 
savi  without  any  other  ben^t  than  thi^  arising  from  ^^  ^ 
innistoQ  of  co&e  during  the  paroxysm,  which  eiipeiied  tbe4bti|B, 
and  prevent^  deep.  Always  experiendng  luovt  misery  a&ev  a  fcw 
hours  sleep,  I  waa  glad  to  keep  awake,  especially  aa  I  did  not 
find  any  difference  in  the  duration  of  tjbe  paroxysm  whether  I 
«)ept  or  not  On  this  account  the  eoliee  was  invaluable  to  mej 
Jbut  still  the  disease  remained  uncured^  and,  in^fospairy  lire- 


smCed  la  ihtf  wnoke  of  ibe  $tnMMiifiiiin»  iiOre  trilh  41  ikm  lomu^ 
easpmrntfiit  ihaa  firon  «ny  hope^  oC  (ptcid  to  ^  deirived  from  it;* 
Tm  effects  hoirever^  wns  w9iHterfiAt|-^«cv«»  ta  me  iJhhnii  in*^ 
craliMe?  lb?  vevjr  first  tune  I  amoked,  tbe  urrilfttk>a  and  om- 
Mmt  cough  ommd^  and  tk^  flatus  was  eNpa]|ed,  and  i  ^cpactonil* 
^  from  the  bronchia  pie^sof  ctearcoDgealad  pklagm,  fromlialf 
aA  inch  to  abeiiit  an  ukcb  in  length,  anathe  thickness  of  a  crew's 
quiOy  which  eaabled  me  to  fiU  the  chest  with  air.  The  seiii»» 
tiosi  I  emperieoced  for  the  first  two  or  three  momii^  waa  ae 
less  singular*  On  tlie  first  morning  I  was  called  up^  abo«t  tw# 
hours  before  m  v  usual  time  of  isising«  to  go  |o  CamberwdL  I 
got  ready  qnick^t  not  tbutking  U  my  comolaintt  but  the  mo^ 
ucut  I  Sloped  into  the  streett  1  IbuBd  I  had  not  power  to  waSkf 
though  perfectly  free  from  pain  or  any  other  seusiUe  indi^posi* 
lion.  I  merely  fdt  exhausted ;  and  so  feeble  as  to  want  sepport. 
Coflee  was  got  ready,  and  I  ate  my  accustomed  breakfast,  which 
restored  me  at  once  4  and  I  walkeci  to  Caniberwcli  in  an  hour^ 
•the  distance  being  about  four  miies.  I  must  remark,  that  whea 
I  commenced  smoking  the  stramonium,  the  paroxysm  was  de- 
dining.  It  had  been  the  most  severe  I  ever  remember  to 
have  experienced,  and  it  is  the  lest  I  have  had ;  though  I  have 
frequently  taken  cold  since,  but  with  no  other  inconvenience 
than  a  little  shortness  of  breeth  and  wheeling,  which  went  off  ou 
•takiiig  my  p|pe  in  the  evening.  I  have  now  been  four  mcmtha 
-free  Inom  my  comptaint,  and  I  have  mery  reason  to  believe  that 
1  shall  feel  no  more  from  it,  thongh  I  shall  contimie smokioathe 
stramonium  at  intervals,  for  e  ifn^h  of  time  to  come»  llie 
way  in  which  I  employ  this  remedy  is  lihust  I  fill  a  common  to- 
bacco-pipe with  the  stramonium  cut  in  small  pieces«  and  inhale 
the  smoke  aa  much  aa  possible  ii^o  the  hings^  which  causes  beat 
^Mdd  pain  about  the  £mces  and  throet;  and  I  am  obliged  to  breathe 
once  or  twice  before  I  can  inhale  it  again,  when  1  draw  in  tlie 
smoke;  and  so  on  alternatehf  until  the  herb  is  consumed,  which 
occupies  about  half  an  hour  <mce  a»day« — The  sfiliva  1  swallow. 

I  think  it  right  to  obsCd-ve,  that  I  find  considerable  difRcuity  in 
procuring  the  stramonium  unmixed  with  other  herbs. 

Mr  Harris,  wholesale  druggist  of  St  Paul's  Churchyard,  was 
fpiod  enou|j^  to  su|]|>ly  me  with  a  little,  and  on  this  being  con* 
y med,  I  sent  my  young  gentleman  for  a  fresh  supply ;  but,  by 
mistake,  he  went  to  a  Mr  Harris,  patont  orquack-me^icine  ven- 
der,  and  bookseller,  also  in  St  Paul's  Churchyard,  and  brought 
me  a  packet  with  a  printed  paper  attachedf  specifying  it  to  be 
**  Stramonium,  or  asthmatic  nerb  tobacco,  prepared  from  tlie 
recipe  of  Surgeon  Fisher,"  jic  &c.,  and  notwithstanding  this 
was  B8  different  as  possible  from  what  I  hod  before  been  usin^ 
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with  80  much  benefit,  I  was  induced  to  tr^  it  $  but  after  smoking 
it  as  directed,  for  three  days.  1  was  sensible  the  complaint  was 
returning  $  and  I  verily  believe  in  another  day  or  two  I  should 
have  been  laid  up  with  a  severe  spasmodic  paroxysm  of  astbiiia» 
had  I  pot  got  sppplied  with  the  genuine  stramonium  i  and  finoni 
that  day  to  this  i  have  enjoyed  perfect  health. 

I  am  happy  to  add,  that  since  I  have  experienced  so  much  be- 
nefit from  the  smoke  of  the  stramonium  myself,  I  have  reooin- 
mended  it  in  two  cases  of  spasmodic  asthma  with  the  best  efliect  i 
and  I  am  so  sanguine  as  to  believe,  that  if  this  herb  is  not  a  spe* 
cific  for  this  hitherto  unmanageable  complaint,  it  will  at  least 
prove  a  most  valuable  auxiliary  to  other  remedies  that  may  be 
employed,  as  I  apprehend  it  wul  no  way  interfefe  with  any  me* 
dicine,  &c.  that  may  be  deemed  advisable. 

London^  April ^^^  ISIt. 


V. 


^eply  to  il^e  "  Inquiry  into  the  Exactness  of  some  Statements  made 
by  Messrs  Nqgle  and  Wikon^  Naval  Surgeons^  respecting  their 
extraordinary  Success  in  the  Treatment  of'  Yellow.  Fever*  By  a 
Naval  Surgeon. "    By  J.  Wilson,  Esq.  Surgeon,  Royal  Navy. 

Sir, 
TTav  JNG  observed,  in  your  Journal  for  the  first  quarter  of  this 
r*^  year,  an  article,  entitled,  ^*  Inquiry  into  the  Exactness  of 
some  Statements  made  by  Messrs  Nagle  and  Wilson,  respecting 
their  extraordinary  Success  in  the  Treatment  of  the  Yellow  Fe* 
ver,  **  in  which  my  professional  and  moral  character  are  attadced, 
1  feel  myself  impelled  by  what  is  due  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  the 
cause  or  truth,  and  the  best  interests  of  society,  to  reply  to  tbp 
false  glosses  and  errors  into  which  your  correspondent  has  been 
betrayed.  I  shall  not  take  up  your  pages  by  enlarging  on  the 
unfairness  and  cruelty  of  such  attacks^  nor  in  descanting  o% 
the  painful  predicament  to  which  a  man  of  sentiment  is  re> 
duced  in  having  his  veracity  and  honour  publickly  questioned* 
and  the  humiliating  task  to  which  he  must  stoop  in  Vindicating 
himself,  even  wheii  possessed  of  the  most  ample  means  of  doing 
so.  Waving  all  this,  and  admitting  that  the  author  is  acting 
b^tia^dep  believing  ip  the  truth  and  correctness  of  his  hasty  and 
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gratuitous  assertions,  it  becomes  my  doty  to  put  him,  and  those 
whom  he  may  mislead^  right  with  regard  to  the  points  in  qucs* 
tion. 

With^  a  view  to  this^  you  will  aHow  me  to  restate  the  outlino 
of  tire  narrative  which  iorras  the  ppronndwork  of  this  content. 

On  the  i6th  of  May  1795,  his  Majesty's  ships  Thetis  and  Hus- 
sar, croising  off  the  Chesapeak,  feu  in  with  five  French  armed- 
ships,  two  of  which,  after  an  action,  they  captured.  Wc  learn* 
ed  that  they  had  sailed  Irom  Gaudabupe,  where  the  yellow  fc-' 
ver  then  prevailed,  and  that  several  men  had  died  on  the  passnge 
of  this  disease,  in  La  Kaison,  the  sihip  of  which  we  took  posses-^ 
sion*  Those  men  who  were  sent  on  board  to  conduct  Uie  prize 
into  port,  to  the  number  of  fourteen,  including  officers,  were  all 
taken  ill,  and  only  five  survived  on  their  arrival  at  Halifax,  after 
a  passage  of  eleven  or  twelve  days.  The  contagion  soon  bqraii 
to  show  itself  on  board  of  the  Hus<mr,  in  consequence  of  inter- 
course with  the  prize.  Of  these  ten,  four  died  in  the  course  of 
five  or  six  days.  The  nature  of  the  symptoms  left  no  ambiguity 
as  to  its  being  the  yellow  fever,  with  the.  appearances  of  whicn 
I,  having  served  in  the  West  Indies,  was  well  acfpiainted.  The 
diagnostic  symptoms  of  that  fever,  which  are  so  striking,  were 
a4l  present,  namelv,  the  yellow  suffusion  of  the  skin  ;  the  vomit* 
ing  of  a  dark-coloured  fluid  ;  the  burning  heat  in  the  stomach 
and  bowels ;  great  malignity ;  and  death  after  an  illness  of  a  few 

The  uncommon  aspect  and  mortality  of  this  disease  so  alarmed 
the  inhabitants  of  Halifax,  that  they  requested  the  comniandcr 
to  order  both  the  sick  who  had  been  received  into  the  hospital, 
and  the  whole  ship's  company,  to  an  uninhabited  spot  on  tlie 
opposite,  or  Dartmouth  shore.  This  was  accordingly  done« 
and  they  were  accommodated  under  tents.  Here  the  sickncsi 
continued  to  spread  among  the  crew  with  exactly  the  same  sym- 
ptoms with  those  who  were  taken  ill  on  board,  except  that  it  loft 
its  character  of  malignity,  insomuch  that  not  one  of  those  died 
who  were  taken  ill  after  the  removal  on  shore.  They  were 
eighty-three  in  number.  My  treatment  has  been  criticised  by 
your  anonymous  correspondent,  particularly  that  part  of  it  which 
j*elates  to  the  employment  of  tartarized  antimony,  in  which  he 
suppresses  my  remark,  that  this,  as  well  as  blood  letting,  could 
in  no  case  be  advisable  but  once,  and  that  in  the  very  beginning 
of  the  complaint,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  stomach  and 
bowels  of  redundant  bile.  And  here  I  cannot  help  contrasting 
this  comment  wiih  that  of  Dr  Currie,  who  gives  fttll  credit  to 
the  reasons  assigned  by  mc  for  this  practice.  I  have  only  far* 
thcr  to  remark^  that  I  feel  myself  bound  in  candour  to  adcnow*- 
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hdgti  and  glwUy  mzo  tb«  opporiuoUy  of  doing  m^  thatt  feori* 
ing  to  my  more  mature  refl^tiou  aw  oooviaiont  I  betiave  I 
have  attributed  too  much  of  my  success  to  treatment ;  being  now 
psrsuaded  that  muck  more  was  impiUable  to  cbai^  ef  choMte« 
and  that  neither  ooU  affusion  nor  any  known  mode  4^  practice 
wuldy  in  a  tropical  climate^  have  produced  faults  in  the  least 
^rallel  to  wbat  I  witnessed  in  Nova  Scoti& 

Your  candid  and  intelligent  readers  will  readily  perceive,  thaH 
this  absence  of  malignity  m  the  cases  occurring  at  Halifiuc  is 
perfectly  conformable  to  the  course  which  this  disease  observed 
m  Pennsylvania  and  New  York^  as  well  as  in  3pain.  All  the  hia* 
tones  of  this  disease  agree  in  stating,  that  as  the  winter  approach* 
ed,  not  only  the  seizures  were  more  rare,  but  that  those  who  wera 
taken  ill  had  it  in  an  extremely  mild  fimn.  And  on  this  point  I 
hefi  to  refer*  not  only  to  the  American  authors,  butto  theadmir* 
able  work  of  Don  Manuel  de  Arpjula  on  the  yellow  fever  which 
prevailed  in  various  parts  of  the  south  of  ^Spain,  in  the  years 
XSOO,  laoi,  1803,  1804;  particularly  to  page  337  of  tbis  woFk, 
where  he  remarks,  that  it  proved  umformly  to  be  a  si|pial  of  tha 
approadiing  disappearances  of  that  epidemic  when  U  b^aa  to 
vemit,  thereby  becoming  less  dangerous. 

It  is  ascertained  bv  the  most  ample  historical  evidence,  both 
civil  and'  medical,  that  there  are  certain  contagious  epidemics 
which,  in  given  temperatures  of  the  air,  not  only  entirely  lose 
their  malignity,  but  in  a  very  short  time  even  their  existence. 
The  prooft  of  this  with  regard  to  the  plague  are  innumerable  ;  for 
it  appears  from  idl  the  records  of  that  disease,  that  it  has  never  ex* 
isted  eidber  in  a  very  hot  or  a  very  cold  climate ;  and  that  in 
Uiose  diaiates  which  are  susceptible  of  it,  it  prevails  only  at  those 
seasons  in  whidb  the  range  dF  tne  thermometer  is  from  50^  to  75^ 
In  England  it  always  arose  towards  the  end  of  summer,  was  ait 
its  height  in  September,  declined  in  October,  and  died  awav  in 
winter.  It  is  eqiuilly  well  ascertained  with  regard  to  the  yeUow 
fever,  that  it  cannot  prevail  except  within  the  tropics,  or  in  those 
seasons  of  the  year  in  temperate  climates  in  which  the  heat  rises 
to  the  tropical  height,  that  is,  from  75^  to  1)0°.  .  The  facts  on  this 
subject,  both  in  NorUi  America  and  in  Spain,  are  so  numerous 
and  undeniable,  as  heidier  to  be  resisted  nor  contested  by  any 
candid  mind  ;  and  the  evidence  of  its  spreading  by  intercourse 
and  contact  is  eaually  strong«  This  is  what  your  anonymous 
icorrespondent  calls  theory  and  prejudice ;  as  if  any  thing  but  the 
blindest  theory  and  prejudice  could  lead  any  one  to  controvert 
%nch  established  facts  and  observations,  which  be  does  not  only 
without  evidence,  but  in  the  face  of  all  evidence.  The  admis- 
sion of  such  a  theory  may  bie  productive  of  the  most  dreadiul 
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to  iocielyt  ami  ftctiiaUy  wa$  80  lA  Gibraltar  in  die 
ye^  1804,  in  consequence  of  ihe  governor  not  being  aware  of 
pB  ooBtagiovt  nalMfe  j  in  which  he  wag  farther  thrown  off  his 
Ipiard  by  the  gentleman,  (in  other  resfiects  of  a  most  respectably 
'Character),  &ea  at  die  head  of  tfae  medicai  department  of  tha 
armyt  declaring  as  his  opinion  that  it  was  not  infectious.  Aa 
this  most  pernicious  doctrine  is  maintained  by  your  correspond* 
«nt  with  such  an  imposing  tone  of  confidence  as  can  hardly  fail 
to  mislead  some  of  your  readers,  I  need  make  no  apology  to  you 
for  aiirailing  myself  of  your  widely  4ifiiised  Journal  to  conateiact 
lUi  efror  so  pTcgnant  widi  danger  .to  society,  while  I  at  die  same 
tima  ckim  ydar  indulgence  in  affording  me  the  means  cf  Tindi- 
^eating  my  own  character. 

H^  Naval  Hcnpiial^  HymMh,  %Ui  Mardk  IB II. 

P«  &  X  mt^  Boention  as  a  fahber  proof  of  the  preceding  ob- 
%ervatiom  that  in  the  end  of  October  last,  ibe  yellow  fever  actosLr 
ly  qnde  its  appearance  in  Gibraltar}  bat  by  timely  means  of  pre»» 
Tention,  and  the  susceptible  season  passing  overi  «l  becaaie  iaoh 
snodiately  ttttincti 
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A  Case  of  PuruUftt  OphAalmia.    By  W.  P.  Surgeon,  JL  K. 


J 


QHV  Stephens,  seaaant  eet.  23,  at  Madeira,  June  3,  ^^'Ou 

came  with  an  inflammation  of  the  conjunctive  membrane  of 

the  lefteyCf  tumefactioQ'of  thepalpebrae,  and  j^vru^^n/i  dtschaige; 

no  increase  of  pain  from  die  admission  of  light;  the  tunica  veiy 

vascular^  no  headach,  febrile^  or  s^mptomadc  affection. 

V.  S.  ad-  3x. 

Aq.  litharg.  acet.  comp.  gtt.  xx« 
Aq.  font.  Iviij. 
M«  pro  lotione.    The  eye  covered  to  exclude  the  light  as  ia 
other  cases)  belly  regular. 

4M« — No  diminution  or  increase  of  vascularity ;  purulent^  dis<^ 
charge  increased  \  slight  headach. 
Jg^  Cal.  gr.  V. 

Mist.  magn.  vitr.    Donee  alvus  copiose  respond. 
5|£.-^Thc  cathartic  operated  briskly  i  headach  removed;  the 
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fje  more  inflamecl,  and  great  discliarge ;  skin  and  pake  naturaL 
Kept.  med.  cath. —  Lotio  ut  ante  utend. 

6th. — Eye  less  painful ;  no  return  of  beadach ;  inflammation 
sTightly  diminishcG  ;  the  eyelids  are  glued  so  firmly  together  in 
the  morning,  although  they  were  wet  during  the  night,  as  with 
diflicuhy  to  be  separated.  Several  stools  yesterday^  and  two  to- 
day.  Scarified  the  tunica  conjunctiva. 
T^  Sal  nitriy  gr.  xij. 
Ao.  Jiss. 

M.  4tcr  in  uic  sumend.    Rept.  lotio. 

7th. — A  greater  discharge  of  pus  this  mornings  particularly 
from  the  inner  canthus ;  the  carunculas  lachrymales  enlarged. 
Cal.  gr.  iij. 
Mist.  magn.  vitr. 

Foment  aq.  calid.  sa^pius.     Four  stools. 

8/Jl. — The  e^e  feds  as  if  small  particles  of  sand  were  between 
the  tarsus ;  painful  irritation  and  increased  secretion  of  tears  on 
the  least  motion  of  the  globe  of  the  eye.  Rept.  foment.  The 
discharge  not  so  thick. 

9ik, — The  tunic  more  turgid,  and  of  a  less  bright  colour ;  pa* 
ralent  discharge  the  same^  ^  Un^.  hyd.  nit  one  part,  ungt. 
cer^  seven  parts.  M.  bis  de  die  pencillo  applicand.  Appl.  empl. 
canth.  pone  aur.  sinist. 

lO/A.— Eye  looks  considerably  better.  Rept.  ungt.  lotio  zinc 
▼itr. 

1  Uh. — Inflammation  and  purulency  diminished.     Rept. 

I2tk — The  same. 

16th. — Considerable  amendment.     Rept 

Vt/t. — Very  little  redness  and  turgidity ;  no  sensation  of  ex« 
traoeous  particles;  discharge  less,  thinner,  and  less  purulent* 
Kept.  appl. 

18//<. — ^Tumid  caruncle  and  palpebrse  subsided;  very  little 
discharge.    Rept. 

\9th.  Eye  looks  nearly  wefr.     Rept. 

sort. — No  discharge.  i\st. — Very  well.  24  rt. — Quite  well 
for  duty. 

My  intention  of  communicating  this  case  is  not  to  controvert 
the  opinion  of  the  cause  of  this  disease,  entertained  by  many 
skilful  and  experienced  practitioners,  at  the  same  time  it  may  elu- 
cidate such  an  occurrence  without  any  particular  exciting  cause. 
This  case  happened  at  a  period  when  ophthalmia  was  epidemic 
in  the  ship,  and  not  one  had  any  resemblance  in  character  or 
symptoms  to  the  above  submitted  for  your  perusal.  The^^rff> 
poiient  cause  of  the  general  affection  alluded  to,  as  far  As  I  could 
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investiffate*  was,  returning  from  a  warm  climate  at  an  nnfavourable 
tigie  of  the  year-*— the  latter  end  of  February,  and  the  early  part 
of  March,  1810.  The  exciting  causes  in  the  origin  of  the  epi- 
demic (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  it  so),  were  exposure  to  coLd 
and  moisture.  This  complaint  (opthalmia)  so  prevalent,  gra- 
dually began  to  disappear  as  we  returned  to  a  warmer  latitude^ 
though  not  entirely,  for  the  space  of  about  four  months,  not- 
withstanding prompt  means  were  mxidc  use  of.  1  cannot  ao- 
count  for  its  long  continuance  in  the  ship,  unless  it  be  considerect, 
as  many  respectable  gentlemen  have  sometimes  judged  it-^ 
*'  contagious/'  If  so,  I  should  concur  with  the  ingenious  Mr 
Goodlad,  that  such  **  phenomena  (in  similar  cases  of  purulcncy) 
are  modified  by  the  action  of  the  part  inflamed* " 
H.  M.  Sloop  Dotterel^  Lisbon^  April  i/A,  181 U 
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Notes  on  Diabetes  MeUitus^  as  it  occurs  on  Ceylon.    By  Thomas 

Christie,  M.D« 

THt,  enclosed  notes  on  diabetes  were  written  at  Columbo  in 
-September  1809,  a  short  time  previous  to  my  being  cont- 
pelled,  from  ill  health,  to  leave  Ceyion,  and  were  intended  for 
insertion  in  a  work  relating  to  some  of  the  diseases  of  that  island, 
the  publication  of  which  has  been  deferred. 

If  you  should  think  them  worthy  a  place  in  your  Journal,  you 
will  oblige  me  by  inserting  them  in  the  form  in  which  they  were 
originally  written,  at  a  time  when  I  had  an  opportunity  of  ascer- 
taining the  actual  state  of  most  of  the  patients,  by  personal  in- 
spection. 

Since  my  return  to  Europe,  I  have  been  made  acquainted  with 
cases  of  diabetes  treated  successfully  by  Dr  Watt  and  others, 
by  venesection,  and  means  apparently  opposite  to  what  I  have 
been  accustomed  to  empby,  with  such  striking  success,  in  Cey- 
lon ;  but  as  I  have  had  no  personal  experience  of  the  mode  of 
treatment  recommended  by  Dr  Watt,  I  can  only  conclude  with 
him  **  that  in  medicine  there  are  different  ways  of  accomplisl*- 
ing  the  same  end. " 

Cheltenham y  25th  Jpril,  18 lU 
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Cohmbo,  Sfvtfmher  1809. 

Ai!:TltotJGn  I  hare  not  the  honour  of  Dr  RoUo's  aequaint* 
ance,  I  hiul  intended  to  send  kim  these,  and  some  other  caser 
of  diabetes,  as  a  confirmation  of  his  train  of  reasoning,  and  oT 
the  sncces^tful  practice  he  had'  the  merit  of  introdadng  in  this 
fermerly  fatal  disease ;  bat  as  the  subject  has  be^  casuaUy  in* 
Irodnced  liere,  and  I  haTe  reason  to  tielieve  that  diabete#occiira 
much  more  frequently  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  island  than 
In  Europe,  I  think  a  succinct  account  of  all  the  cases  of  Aabetea 
I  have  met  with  at  Columbo  wiH  be  acceptable  to  my  readers, 
and  particukirly  to  those  gentlemen  who  may  hate  occasioa  to 
practise  on  CeyloB. 

The  first  case  of  this  disease  I  treated  at  Co)umb6,  was  hk  a 
native  of  rank,  Don  Louis  de  Saram,  second  maha  moo-deliar  un* 
der  thb  government.  Ke  applied  to  me  in  the  month  of  June 
1804,  after  having  laboured  under  diabetes  for  twelve  months, 
and  being  much  raluced  in  fiesh  and  strengtli.  He  had  a  vo« 
racious  appetite,  with  constant  thirst  f  and  his  urine  was  in  great 
quantity,  yielding  a  great  proportion  of  saccharine  extract.  He 
had  ako  a  burning  sensation  in  hia  stomach  ;  uneasiness  in  the 
nglon  of  the  kidneys  ^  heat  in  the  solea  of  the  feet  andpabns  of 
the  hands  ;  a  dry  skin  ^  loss  of  his  venereal  powers,  but  no  phy- 
mosis ;  his  puke  and  bowels  naturaL 

He  was  immediately  put  upon  animal  r^imep.  which  I  have 
reason  to  beUeve  he  ooserved  religiously ;  and  ordered  hepatiled 
ammonia,  lime-water,  and  pills  with  di{ptalis  and  opium.  In  a 
few  days  bis  urine  waa  reduced  to  the  natural  standard,  but  loat 
its  sacdiarine  taste  and  peculiar  smell..  His  other  symptoms  al- 
so more  gradually  disappeared,  and  he  rapidly  recovered  his^ 
strength  and  flesh.  In  three  months,  having  penectly  recovered 
his  health,  having  increased  in  weight  about  21  Ih,  and  being  re- 
stored to  all  bis  functions,  he  was  allowed  to  eat  one  meal  of 
rice  daily ;  and  no  relapse  ensuing,  he  was  soon  afterwards  per- 
mitted to  return  to  his  usnal  diet,  which  consista,  in  a  great  de-^ 
gree,  of  rice,  firuit,  and  fish. 

He  has  since  occasionally  applied  to  me  in  consequence  of  » 
slight  increase  of  urine,  which  is  easily  removed,  by  resuming 
£or  a  few  days  his  animal  diet,  and  taking  a  few  pills,  with  a 
small  proportion  of  digitalis  and  opium,  which  I  have  prescribed 
chiefly  as  a  placebo,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  him  to  perse- 
vere in  his'r^inien.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  note,  Septem- 
ber 1809,  he  enjoys  excellent  health  ;  and  altliough  corpulent^ 
is  very  active  for  fL  man  of  his  age,  wliich  is  now  nfty- five. 
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My  9«co>ftd  patient,  Dcm  Juan  AppoOi  aged  40,  a  Cingalese, 
and  (AyBidan  by  profession,  had  only  bad  the  disease  sevett 
mondis,  but  was  fltill  more  reduced  diaii  my  former  patient.  On 
the  I3tfa  of  Janaary  1605,  when  he  ftrst  applied  to  me,  his  urine 
afRottnted  to  twelve  pints  (  one  pint  of  which  yielded  2  oz.  of 
aacd^arine  extract,  or  the  appearance  and  consistence  of  treacle. 
His  emaciation  was  g^eat,  with  a  dry  wrinkled  skin,  and  sense 
of  heat  in  the  stemaeh,  soles,  and  palms.  His  appetite  rariom, 
with  con^nt  thtrsjt,  paidied  tongue,  and  costive  boweh.  Pake 
quidc  and  smaM.     Phymosia,  et  coitus  nufius.     Weight  97  lb. 

He  commenced  the  animal  rcj^imen  on  the  ISth,  and  was  or- 
dered hair  a  drachm  of  kali  sulphuratum,  and  a  pint  of  Hme-watdr 
daily.  In  tfiis  case  the  change  in  the  quality  of  the  nrine  waa 
more  gradual^  and  on  the  25Ui  tt  attll  yieMed  a  little  saccharine 
eictract,  when,  in  addition  to  the  odier  medicines,  he  was  order* 
ed  a  graitt  of  opium  and  digitalis,  twice  a-^ay.  .On  die  5th  Fe- 
bruary k  only  amounted  to  six  pints,  having  a  saline  taste  and 
ameD,  and  yieldtng  a  little  more  animal  extract  than  healthy  urine. 
At  this  time  also,  aB  his  symptoms  had  greatly  diminished,  and 
his  appearance  was  miKh  improved*  On  the  15th  of  Mardi,  all 
Ida  symptoms  having  left  htm,  and  his  weight  being  increased  ta 
127  pounds,  he  was  permitted  to  eat  rice  once  a-day. 

On  the  l^th  of  Aprfl,  when  he  was  desired  to  leave  off  medi^t 
eine,  i  made  tt>e  following  report ; — ^  Mv  patient  has  perseveredT 
in  &e  use  of  his  piDs  and  ume- water,  ana  only  eats  of  rice  once  a- 
day,  when  he  consumes  about  one  half  measure,  equal  to  one 
poimd  of  die  unboiled  grain  $  at  other  times  he  eats  animal  food, 
of  which  he  now  uses  more  than  two  pounds  daily.  He  has  had 
lio  return  of  saccharine  matter  in  his  urine,  which  has  a  saline 
ameH  and  tMte,  but  yields  rather  moreanimal  extract  than  healdiy 
lirine.  it  amounts  to  two  or  two  and  one-half  quarts  daily,  and 
he  thinks  it  generally  increases  somewhat  every  second  day,  when 
he  bathes,  rie  is  now  perfecdy  free  from  oil  compkunt,  has  a 
liealdiy  and  robust  appearance,  and  his  skin  soil,  and  flesh  firm. 
His  weight  to-dayis  ls6poundB;  being  an  increase  of  ninepounds 
since  the  15th  of  March,  and  thirty-nine'pounds  since  the  ISth 
of  January,  when  he  commenced  the  animal  regimen.  Thi» 
eatient  now  returned  to  his  usual  diet,  ncrtwithstanding  which 
nis  weight  was  found  to  have  increased  to  140  pounds  on  At. 
24th  of  June  1805;  and  he  continued  in  perfect  health  till  a« 
bout  the  20th  of  November  1806,  when  he  was  seized  with  fe» 
hrile  symptoms,  succeeded  by  debility,  sense  of  heat  in  his  sto- 
smadi,  thirst,  pain  in  has  joints,  and  increased  flow  of  urine,  which 
on  examination  was  found  to  contain  sacchariae  matter.    Oa 
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the  4th  of  December,  he  applied  td  me  for  these  qrinptoms,  when 
his  weight  also  was  found  to  have  decreased  to  1  i4  pounds. 

**  On  resuming  the  animal  diet^  and  the  use  of  the  kali  sulphum- 
tum,  his  symptoms  almost  immediately  left  him  i  and  in  the  mid- 
dle of  January  1807|  he  wasa^ain  discharged,  free  from  all  com* 
plaint,  his  weight  having  increased  to  137  pounds/' 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  note,  he  enjoys  good  health,  al- 
though he  looks  more  emaciated  than  in  1807  ;  and  says  he  has 
occasional  increase  of  urine,  when  obliged  to  live  very  much  on 
vegetable  diet,  which  the  state  of  his  circumstances  sometimes 
requires.  This  man  used  formerly  to  practise  chiefly  amongst 
6malI-pox  patients,  of  which  he  has  not  seen  a  case  for  the  last 
three  years,  and  is  in  consequence  obliged  to  keep  a  school  as  a 
means  of  subsistence.  It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence,  which  I 
hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  mentioning,  that  Don  Juan,  who  in 
all  appearance  owes  his  life  to  .one  of  the  mod.em  improvements 
in  medicine,  has  lost  his  usual  means  of  subsistence  by  a  still  more 
important  one.  It  will  be  anticipated,  that  I  allude  to  Dr  Jen- 
ner's  great  discovery  of  vaccination,  which  has  been  extended  to 
upwards  of  1 20,700  persons  on  tliis  island,  the  inhabitants  of 
which,  previous  to  its  diffusion,  used  to  suffer  dreadful  ravages 
from  small  pox,  which  they  now  only  know  by  name.  * 

My  third  diabetic  patient,  Cornelius  Gomez,  aged  fifty,  applied 
to  me  in  1 805,  but  only  persevered  in  the  animdl  r^imen  ibr  a 
.tew  days,  during  which,  however,  his  urine  was  diminished  is 
quantitVy  wbeut  getting  tired  of  my  prescriptions,  he  withdrew 
himseli  from  my  care,  and  went  to  a  distance  from  Columbo. 
On  inquiry,  I  learn  that  he  is  still  living,  and  that  he  has  occa** 
sionally  resumed  the  animal  diet  with  benefit,  but  being  irregu- 
lar in  pursuing  any  plan,  the  symptoms  of  his  disease  have  increas- 
ed, with  extreme  emaciation  and  debility  $  ard  his  appetite  having 
failed,  bis  native  physicians  do  not  expect  him  to  survive  long. 

A  fourth  patient,  Don  Johannes,  aged  thirty-eight,  placed  him* 
self  under  my  care  on  the  J2ih  of  May  1805,  when  I  made  the 
following  report  in  my  notes:  ^'  At  present,  a  thin  spare  man, 
but  says,  that  until  lately  he  was  robust  and  lusty,  and  that  he  en- 
joyed good  health  till  within  these  seven  months,  when  his  urine 
became  increased  in  quantity ;  and  for  four  months  past,  be  has 
had  an  unnatural  appetite.    He  now  makes  above  six  quarts  of 


*  At  the  time  these  obtcnations  were  written,  tlie  small-pox  had  not  existed  in 
any  (lart  of  Ceylon  for  upwards  of  eiglitceti  montlis.  In  the  October  following,  the 
contagion  was  imported  by  a  boat  from  Quiloa  to  Jafiiiaiiatnam,  but  only  aflectcd  » 
lew  imlividuals  iheie  ^hu  bad  not  been  vacciuat«d«>-24th  April  iSli. 
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wanB  dafly,  whidi  yields  a  ecmaderafale  quantity  of  saccharine 
matter ;  and  he  eats  about  three  measures  of  rice  (six  pounds  of 
dbry  Krain)  in  a  di^,  which  is  three  times  the  quantity  he  was  ac- 
^nstoned  Co  consume  when  in  health.  He  coiaplains  of  a  sense 
«f  heat  in  his  stomacbf  triiidb  is  frequoitly  distended  with  flu- 
tes ;  aad  also  of  a  sensation  of  heat  and  creeping  in  his  palma 
smd  soles.  He  Ukewise  fisek  some  uneastness  in  the  region  of  the 
kidneys.  Belly  reffnlar ;  pulse  eighty,  and  eoft ;  tongue  appears 
dry }  mmI  he  com^ains  of  thirst.  Skin  is  however  soft ;  and  he 
perspires  as  usual,  on  taking  exercise.  He  says  that  two  of  his 
relations  have  died  of  this  disease,  and  that  he  has  taken  a  great 
deal  of  medicine  from  Cingalese  physidansi  widiout  benefit.-*- 
Weight  106  pounds. 

He  was  immediately  put  on  the  animal  regimen,  and  ordered 
asolocion  of  kali  sulphuratum,  with  pills  of  opium  and  digitalis; 
and  in  three  weelcs  his  urine  was  of  the  natural  appearance  and 
quantity.  On  the  1  Sth  of  June  his  symptoms  were  nearly  all 
ffamo^ed,  his  a{^arance  greatly  improved,  and  his  weight  sotre* 
what  increased.  On  this  day  he  returned  to  bis  siaual  residence 
at  Bentolle,  thirty*six  miles  distant,  with  strict  injunctions  to 
persevere  in  his  animal  regimen  and  pills. 

On  the  6th  of  August  he  returned  to  me,  complaining  of  bis 
wrine  having  again  increased  in  quantity,  with  a  saccharine  taste  ; 
and  upon  being  questioned,  he  allowed,  that  soon  after  he  went 
home,  he  commenced  eating  a  little  rice  twice  a*  day. 

He  was  again  put  on  the  animal  diet,  which  speeoily  removed 
symptoms,  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  be  returned  a  second 
time  lo  Bentolle  free  from  complaint,  and  increased  in  weight 
13  lib.  since  he  b^an  the  treatment.  In  passing  Bentolle  in  the 
December  following,  this  patient  waited  on  me,  with  a  present 
of  fruit,  when  he  assured  me  he  continued  well ;  but  I  have 
lateiv  heard  that  he  latterly  took  to  dram<drinking,  and  is  rince 
dead.  His  relations  assure  me,  that  the  disease  which  carried 
him  off  was  dysentery,  and  that  he  had  no  return  of  sweet  urine. 

A  fifth  patient,  a  Portuguese  priest,  named  Philippe  Nera,  aged 
52,  applied  to  me  in  July  1^05,  having  been  affected  with  slight 
symptoms  of  diabetes  mellitns  for  about  a  year.  As  he  was  a 
SMU  of  information  and  strong  mind,  I  explained  to  him  my 
ideas  of  his  case,  or  rather  the  reasoning  of  Dr  Rollo,  and  the 
beneficial  effects  we  had  experienced  here  from  the  anirpal  regi- 
men, which  he  promised  to  pursue.  As  his  symptoms,  however, 
were  slight,  he  did  not  confine  himself  entirely  to  animal  food, 
but  ate  an  increased  proportion  of  it,  from  which  he  experien- 
ced great  benefit.     He  was  recalled  to  Goa  befisre  his  case  had 
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terminated  ;  hut  his  colleagues  here  inform  me,  that  he  now^en* 
jojs  gord  health. 

A  sixth  case  occurred  in  Mrs  Laurenty,  aged  40,  the  iwife  of 
fi  Dutch  surgeon, . who  attended  the  family  of  my  first  patient^ 
and  took  notes  of  his  case  when  under  mv  treatmeot.  She  bad 
at  this  time  been  affected  with  diabetes  for  several  years^  from 
which  she  was  greatly  reduced,  and  made  daily  above  six  quarts 
of  straw-coloured  sweet  urine,  which  readily  fermented.  Amongst 
other  symptoms,  she  had  an  intr^lerable  sense  of  heat  and  itch* 
ing  at  the  meatus  urinarius,  attended  with  sterility,  since  the 
commencement  of  her  complaints.  As  soon  as  the  good  effect 
of  the  animal  regimen  was  e\  idcnt  with  Don  Louis  de  Saram, 
she  was  put  on  a  similar  coin-so,  and  in  a  few  months  perfectly 
recovered  her  health.  She  hns  since  had  two  children ;  and  as- 
sures me  that  at  the  present  time  she  is  free  from  all  complaint. 

A  seventh  case  was  treated  conjunctly  by  Dr  High,  staff  sur- 
geon at  Columbo,  and  myself;  and  in  this  case  we  dctermiocd 
to  trust  entiniy  to  animal  diet,  prescribing  no  medicine,  but  an 
emetic  in  the  first  instance,  and  afterwards  cabtor  oil,  to  keep 
his  bowels  regular.  On  the  12th  of  January  1^06,  when  he 
first  placed  himself  under  our  care,  I  find  I  made  the  following 
report.  • 

'  Don  Simon,  aged  48,  was  he^hhy  and  corpulent  till  within 
these  (ight  D^Uiths,  wln^n  he  was  .<^eizcd  with  cold  shivering^  and 
an  ntta<'k  of  fever,  fdlowed  by  a  great  flow  of  urine,  and  oth«r 
symptoms  of  diabetes.  At  present  he  is  considerably  emaciated, 
and  complains  of  great  debility,  with  an  insufferable  burning  sen* 
sation  in  the  region  of  the  bindder,  and  in  his  palms  and  soles. 
He  al«»o  complains  of  excessive  thirst;  and  in  the  last  tw<*nty- four 
hours  di  ank  sixtc'cn  pints  of  water.  His  appetite  was  at  first  bad, 
but  is  r.ow  voracious;  and  hf  yesterda}  consumed  1^  measures, 
(3  lib.)  of  dry  gnun  of  rice,  besides  a  proportion  of  biscuit,  fmit, 
fi&h,  and  beef.  He  yesterday  r^ade  about  twenty  pints  of  straws 
coloured  fermentable  urine,  which,  when  boiled,  yielded  about 
5  lib.  of  extract  like  treacle.  His  beOy  is  very  costive,  and  he  oc- 
casionally passes  ascaridcs ;  pulse  100,  and  fe^le ;  tongue  ap- 
pears moist,  but  he  has  been  chewing  betel  i  he  sleeps  badfy, 
wlii(h  he  attributes  to  the  burning  sensation  and  general  pains; 
his  skin  U  ratht  r  hot,  but  moist ;  and  he  sweats  on  taking  exer- 
cise. He  is  sifid  to  ben  sober  man,  and  not  addicted  to  the  use 
ol  arrack  or  toddy,  ^  but  was  accustomed  to  drink  milk  and 


Tuddy  is  the  liquor  nvliich  distils  fro|n  the  fruit- suIJl  or  spadix  of  thf  cocfm 
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ccnmtry  iugar  before  his  lUnesst  and  Unoe  has  indulged  much  in 
oi>coa>nut  water.     For  the  last  eight  months  he  has  hod  a  most . 
complete  phymosis,  and  total  incapacity  for  venery,  though  pre* 
vioQs  to  that  period  he  exercised  all  his  functions  with  vigour. 
Weight  i  07  lib.  *' 

Soon  after  commencing  the  animal  regimen,  his  urine  was  re« 
duced  to  nearly  the  natural  standard  and  appearance ;  and  all . 
Iiis  symptoms  gradually,  but  r^ularlv,  gave  way.    On  the  i2th 
of  February,  Dr  High  made  the  followmg  report. 

<'  Meat,  5fb. 
<♦  Drink,  6  lb. 
•«  Urine,  4J  tb. 
'^  Says  his  urine  has  entirely  lost  its  sweetness,  and  the  ex* 
tract  from  Ibij.  does  not  exceed  an  ounce,  and  though  in  ap- , 
pearance  like  treacle,  has  a  saltish  taste ;  heat  in  the  palms  and 
soles  less;  numbness,  of  which  he  has  complained  for  the  last 
twelve  days,  is  also  less  troublesome;  sleeps  better,  and  gains 
strength,  having  for  the  last  fortnight  walked  above  Jthree  miles 
daily;  appetite  and  thirst  more  natural;  bowels  still  costive; 
the  uneasiness  about  the  back  anci  belly  much  better ;  pulse  98 ; 
tongue  and  mouth  appear  natural;  phymosis  has  almost  entirely 
left  him;  weight  115  lib.;  so  that  he  has  gained  8  lib.  during  the 
month* " 

The  last  regulai:  report  of  him  is  on  the  1 9th  February,  when 
he  was  still  better  iand  stronger  than  on  the  12th  ;  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  month,  he  returned  to  his  residence  at  Cultura^ 
free  from  complaint. 

This  patient  returned  to  Dr  High  on  the  18th  of  May  1807, 
when  he  said  he  had  remained  well  till  March  1807,  in  which 
month  his  symptoms  again  returned,  but  with  less  violence.     On 
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odicr  pabai ;  the  extmnity  of  which  is  cut  fur  that  purpose,  before  the  tpaths 
or  ibeath  oonuining  the  flower  bursts.  Earthen  pots  are  fastened  to  receive  the 
toddy,  which  is  removed  morning  and  evening.  When  first  drawn,  it  is  an  inno- 
cent, not  unpleHsant  beverage,  resembling  honey  and  water,  with  a  peculiar  srook)r. 
taste ;  but  after  being  kept  a  few  hours,  il  ferments,  and  becomes  an  intoxicating 
liquor.  In  this  state,  it  is  much  drai^k  by  the  soldiers,  and  many  natives;  and  is 
a)ao  collected  for  the  distiUation  of  arrack,  which  is  a  principal  article  of  export 
fVom  Cohimbo  and  Galle.  l^e  cocoa-nut  water,  or  milk,  is  tlie  juice  contained 
10  the  shell;  and  which,  in  a  young,  but  fuU  grown  cocoa-nut,  amounts  to  more 
than  a  |Mnt,  and  is  a  pleasant  cooling  beverage,  not  unb'ke  whey,  but  conuining 
snore  saccharine  matter.  A  Cingalese  peasant,  whcn^^e  travels,  generally  carries 
two  or  three  >oung  cocoa-nuts  with  him,  which  often  forms  the  whole  of  his  refresh- 
ment during  the  day.  He  drinks  the  milk,  and  afterwards  eats  the  youAtg  kernel, 
Ybicb  is  in  the  state  of  a  soil  sweet  pulp,  adhering  to  the  shell ;  from  which  hf 
•cra^pet  it  wi|h  his  biuid,  or  maizes  use  of  part  of  the  i^cU  orbusk  as  a  9poo% 
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renrmiii{{  ^e  MiMai  diM,  Aey  Mgtan  left  hinit  and  did  mt 
torn  tin  Apr3  1809,  when  they  wane  a  third  time  removed  bf 
the  tame  plan ;  and  at  preeent  he  enjoys  good  health. 

An  eighth  patient,  Pedro  Slh«  Bemaordo  Chit^,  aged  40^ 
phbDed  himself  under  my  care  on  the  25th  of  January  1808^ 
^hen  he  made  doify  npwaids  of  seven  phits  of  miiie,  yielding 
about  1  lib.  of  eattract  Mce  tlvacle,  fend  had  all  the  otlier  neoj 

rptoms  of  diabetes.  His  weight  was  114  lib.  In  this  case,  I 
trusted  entirely  to  animal  diet,  prescribing  only  as  ankoelK>» 
pills  composed  of  magnesia*  His  nrine  soon  assumed  tne  natu- 
ral appearance;  and  on  the  28th  of  Febniary,  he  reported  himself 
free  from  all  complaint,  although  he  was  diminished  in  weL^t, 
bdng  only  104  lib.,  which  was  probably  owing  to  his  eating  wtlt 
in  consequence  of  his  dislike  to  animal  regimen,  skiee  ^e  cmb* 
mencement  of  which,  his  bowels  had  also  been  remarkably  cpea. 
On  the  16th  of  March,  haiing  had  no  return  of  his  symptKNBa, 
and  a  f^at  dislike  to  the  animal  diet,  he  was  allowed  one  meal 
of  rice  in  the  day.  On  the  Sth  of  April,  he  continued  wdl,  and 
was  permitted  to  resume  his  usual  diet  of  rice,  fish,  and  curry, 
and  only  prohibited  from  fruit  and  fresh  vegetables.  In  May, 
his  health  being  perfectly  good,  and  bis  wdght  IMiib.,  be  was 
allowed  to  rdxnm  to  bis  usual  mode  of  life  $  add  on  the  24ili  of 
June,  when  be  left  off  attending  me,  I  made  the  foUewisig 
note. 

*<  Since  last  report,  he  has  lived  as  usual,  eating  chiefly  Bsk, 
rice,  and  v^tables,  whidh  hedoes  in  considerable  ifuantitgr,  and 
with  good  appetite.  He  has  not  had  the  smallest  return  of  kis 
diabetic  symptoms,  and  appears  robust,  strong,  and  plethoric  $ 
his  wcfight  is  now  157  lib.,  being  an  increase  of  23  libl  sinoelie 
began  tne  animal  regtmtn,  and  of  58  lib.  smoe  di^  ^ih  of  Fe» 
bruary." 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  note^  I  sent  for  this  patient,  who 
assured  me  that  he  enjoyed  tolerable  health;  although,  from  misft* 
fortunes  in  life,  he  had  been  obliged  to  live  frecjuently  4lu  a  M^e 
vegetable  diet,  which  increaserl  the  quantity  of  his  nHnc,  anooc* 
oasioned  eaoaciation  $  but  of  these  symptoms  he  was  alw^  fi^e^ 
when  enabled  to  eat  a  meal  or  two  of  animal  food  daily. 

While  writing  this  note,  my  liighly  respected  friend  Dl*  High, 
who,  as  well  as  many  of  die  other  medical  gentlemen  at  Colum* 
bo,  has  seen  most  of  ^ese  patients,  brought  me  a  ninth  case  of 
diabetes;  of  which,  in  his  presence,  I  made  the'fdllowing  re* 
port. 

«  Ranma  Poelly,  aChitty,  aged  36,— 1 1th  September  180ft, — 
Applied  to  Dr  Hiffh  oh  the  3d  of  September,  for  diabetes  md- 
litus,  which  he  bad  had  for  twelve  montbS|  and  which  had  occa- 


manoi  gpeat  emactation  and  AMity*  He  at  that  0pQe  drank; 
aearlj  nine  pints  daily,  and  made  about  thirteen  piBt9  of  straw* 
eotoured  urine,  which  fermented,  and  when  boiled  yielded  abqut 
]4az.  oF  saccharine  extract  like  treade*  He  bad*a)aO  considei:*- 
able  thivst,  and  a  Toracious  appetite,  pain  in  the  kidneys,  bj^A 
woxne  d^ree  of  pfaymosis.  Belly  cosdveu  Weight  on  the  9d% 
1S4(  lib.  He  has  smce  the  9d  restricted  himself  to  animal  diel» 
ikith  the  exception  of  4  ox.  of  bread  daily,  and  he  feels  hims^ 
Buch  stronger,  and  is  improved  in  appearance.  Urine  about 
if  pints,  without  any  sweet  taste,  and  yields  comparatively  vecy 
little  extract,  although  it  has  not  the  strong  ammoniacal  smell  of 
kealthy  urine.  Thirst  and  pain  in  the  kidneys  gone ;  appetite 
Baturd ;  bowels  more  open ;  weight  on  the  Uth  was  1^6  bb« 

I  have  seen  two  more  cases  of  diabetes  at  Colmnbo,  the  0B^ 
u  Oentoo  named  Vera  Pattren,  aged  50,  applied  to  me  in  180^ 
when  he  was  much  reduced  by  the  disease,  which  had,  boweveri 
lasted  only  four  months.  Cm  being  informed  that  medicine^ 
would  be  of  no  use,  unless  he  could  conform  to  strict  animal  re* 
gimen,  he  declined  placing  himself  under  my  care,  alleging  a4 
an  excuse,  the  injunctions  of  his  religion ;  and  the  native  dpc* 
tor  who  attended  him,  informs  me,  tnat  he  died  of  the  disuse 
•  month  afterwards. 

The  last  patient,  named  Johannes  de  Silva»  is  now  ill  at  Cor 
himbo,  and  has  once  applied  to  me,  but  cannot  summon  resoli;^ 
tion  to  submit  to  the  animal  recimen,  and  at  present  is  taking 
Cingalese  medicines ;  but  says  ne  will  place  himself  under  my 
ssare  if  he  does  not  soon  get  better.  He  is  sixty  years  of  ag^» 
smd  very  much  reduced  in  strength  and  appearance,  so  that  I 
have  no  great  expectations  of  his  ever  enjoying  good  health,  even 
should  he  adopt  the  animal  diet 

The  result  of  these  cases  so  perfectly  agrees  with  the  observa^ 
tions  and  reasoning  on  diabetes  mdlitus  contained  in  the  excd* 
lent  work  of  Dr  RoUo,  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  add  any 
remarks  whatever  to  the  simple  statent^nt  of  them*  did  it  not 
appear  necessary  to  mention  some  particulars  as  to  the  mode  of 
livmg  and  habits  of  the  people  of  this  place,  which  may  perhapf 
tend  to  account  for  the  greater  frequency  of  the  complaint,  and 
its  more  certainly  and  readily  giving  way  to  animal  regimen^ 
than  could  be  expected  in  Europe. 

In  addition  to  the  occurrence  of  so  many  cases  of  diabetes  in 
tny  own  practice,  which  with  the  Cingalese  is  very  limited,  I 
have  the  testimony  of  several  native  doctors,  as  to  its  being  by 
no  means*  an  unfrcquent  disease  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  part 
4>f  Ceylon ;  and  from  the  circumstance  of  tl\e  natives  of  Hii)* 
dostan  living  chiefly  on  rice  and  vegetables,  some  of  the  casts  be* 
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ihg  entirely  interdicted  the  use  of  animal  food,  I  had  coneeivedy 
that  it  must  be  equally  frequent  on  the  continent  of  India ;  but 
from  my  friend  Dr  William  Hunter  of  Calcutta,  who  is  wdl  ao* 
quainted  with  the  diseases,  as  well  as  with  the  literature  and  cub* 
toms  of  the  natives  of  Bengal,  I  learn,  that  although  the  diabetes 
mellitus  is  described  in  we  books  of  both  Hindoos  and  Mus- 
selmans,  under  a  similar  name  as  on  Ceylon,  he  has  never  met 
with  an  instance  of  it  at  Calcutta,  which  convinces  me  that  it  t» 
by  no  means  so  frequent  in  Bengal  as  on  Ceylon ;  and  I  think  a 
satisfactory  reason  may  be  found  for  this  in  the  different  articles 
which  compose  a  great  part  of  the  food  of  the  Cingalese. 

The  injunctions  of  the  religious  of  Boudha,  are  by  no  means 
80  severe  as  of  that  of  Brahma,  in  the  prohibition  of  animal  food, 
since  even  the  Boudha  priests  may  eat  of  it,  provided  it  has  not 
been  killed  by  them,  or  by  their  order  ;  but  this  interdiction  of 
not  depriving  any  animal  of  life,  is  applicable  to  all  the  Boudhists 
of  high  cast  {  and  in  a  certain  degree  the  prejudice  extends  to  the 
lower  orders,  and  even  to  some  of  those  who  profess  Christiani- 
ty ;  besides  which,  meat,  particularly  mutton,  is  comparatively 
Tery  scarce  and  dear  at  Columbo. 

The  bulk  of  the  people,  therefore,  in  the  vicinity  of  Colombo, 
consume,  I  believe,  less  animal  food  than  in  most  parts  of  India* 
and  certainly  far  I^  grain,  whicli,  from  the  nature  of  the  soil, 
and  the  state  of  cultiyation  round  Columbo,  is  not  produced  in 
Dearly  suiBcient  quantity  for  the  subsistence  of  the  people.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  rice  is  imported  from  Bengal,  and  other 
parts  of  India }  but  the  poorer  orders  have  seldom  the  means  of 
procuring  much  rice,  and  live  a  great  deal  upon  yams  and  sweet 
potatoes,  jack- fruit,  plantains^  or  bananas,  ana  particularly  cocoa- 
nuts,  which  form  a  great  part  of  the  subsistence  of  the  people 
in  the  corles,  or  districts,  dependent  on  Columbo.  These  all 
furnish  sugar  ready  formed,  and  in  greater  abundance  than  rice, 
besides  which  they  use  a  great  deal  of  country  sugar  or  jaggery, 
prepared  from  the  toddy  of  the  rittiel  palm  (caryota  urens), 
which  is  very  cheap,  and  forms  an  article  of  export  from  this 
place. 

As  a  strong  corroboration  of  my  opinion,  that  it  is  owing  to 
the  immoderate  use  of  these  articles,  that  the  Cingalese  are  ^o 
subject  CO  diabetes,  it  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  during  nine 
cars,  in  which  I  have  received  the  hospital  returns  of  all  the 

ropean  and  native  troops  on  Ceylon,  not  a  single  case  of  dia* 
betea  has  occurred  amongst  them,  although  the  number  of  m«i 
has  in  general  been  about  7000,  and  that  of  sick  has  been  on  an 
average  upwards  of  500.    The  Europeans  have  beef  served  out 
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to  tbeoi  daUy ;  and  the  natives  receive  a  liberal  allowance  of  rice^ 
oil  which  they  chiefly  live. 

'  If  it  should  be  allowed,  that  the  nativefi  of  Ceylon,  are  more 
exposed  to  attacks  of  diabetes  in  consequence  of  their  using  little 
animal  foody  and  subsisting  chit  fly  on  articles  furnishing  a  great 
4eal  of  sugar,  it  w,ill  readily  be  understood,  on  the  general  priu-* 
ciple,  that  the  system  is  acted  on  most  powerfully  by  those  causes 
to  which  it  is  leilst  accustomed  i  that  the  abstraction  of  all  arti- 
cles of  diet  which  contain  sugar,  or  from  which  it  is  likely  to  be 
formed,  with  the  substitutiim  of  an  animal  regimen,  will  be  more 
likely  to  produce  an  immediate  change  on  the  stale  of  the  urine 
and  digestive  powers,  than  with  Europeans  who  have  been  ac- 
customed to  a  more  considerable  proportion  of  aiiimal  food  in 
iheir  ordinary  diet. 

Few  of  the  people  of  Ceylon  who  are  plain  and  simple  in  their 

General  mode  of  life,  are  ever  disposed  to  indulge  much  in  tlie( 
xury  of  the  tables  ^^  that  unless  it  interferes  with  their  reli|ji«* 
ous  principles,  or  with  the  slate  of  their  circumstances^  a  chaiTge. 
of  diet  is  with  them  a  subject  of  little  consideration ;  and  oh  that 
account  I  have  fouud  less  ditriculty  in  prevailing  on  them  to  com- 
ply strictly  with  my  injunctions,  which  in  general  went  to  the  en^ 
tire  prohibition  of  every  thing  but  animal  food  of  different  kinds^ 
dressed  with  ghee,  or  clarified  butter,  and  water,  with  or  with* 
out  the  addition  of  a  little  brandy. 

It  ought  to  be  remarked,  that  in  all  my  patients  there  was  an 
increased  appetite.  Had  they  been  in  that  advanced  stage  of 
diabetes  in  which  the  appetite  fails,  it  might  have  been  dangerous 
to  abstract  so  suddenly  all  their  accustomed  articles  of  food,  and 
advisable  only  to  adopt  the  animal  regimen  gradually  or  par- 
tially. 

In  some  of  the  cases  it  is  noted,  that  the  quantity  of  urine 
was  increased  on  the  days  the  patient  bathed,  and  in  others^, 
that  the  quantity  of  urine  exceeded  that  of  liquid  drunk  f  front 
which  it  might  be  conceived,  that  I  was  of  opinion  that  absorp- 
tion of  fluid  takes  place  from  the  skin  in  this  disen<;e;  and  it  is 
therefore  necessary  to  remark,  that  I  have  had.no  distinct  proof 
of  this  ;  for  the  quantity  of  water  contained  in  the  articleis  of 
food,  particularly  boiled  rice,,  was  much  more  than  would  ac* 
count  for  the  excess  in  the  quantity  of  urine  above  that  of  liquid 
drunk ;  and  the  variation  of  quantity  on  the  days  of  bathing 
was  so  slight,  that  in  all  probability  it  might  be  owing  to  other 
causes. 

The  partiality  of  the  Indians  to  frequent  ablutions  is  well  known, 
and  I  generally  permitted  them  to  bathe  as  usual  during  the  whole 
course  of  treatment,  by  which  indulgence  I  more  readily  procure 
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ed  their  obflermnce  of  mj  other  dirattionti  iiid  hf  ioe^iog  fbm 
skin  soft  and  clean,  I  rather  thought  It  prooMlod  the  cure,  b 
was  performed,  as  is  usual  with  the  natitea,  b^  slaading  up  to 
the  breast  in  a  pool  of  fresh  water,  and  pourmg  k  repeamlf 
over  the  head ;  but  as  the  water  is  generally  above  the  tempera- 
ture  of  60  of  Fahrenheit,  it  cannot  be  considered  in  the  sano 
light  as  the  cold  bath  or  dfosion  in  Europe. 

It  is  probably  owing  to  the  frequent  use  of  the  badi  awMittit 
the  natives,  that  I  have  less  frequently  met  with  dry  ^rinl&d 
skin,  or  phymosis,  than  I  had  been  led  to  expect  firoin  the  per* 
lisai  of  the  cases  collected  by  Doctor  Rollo.  * 

I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  learn  what  is  said  in  the  GiDga* 
lese-  books  f  of  the  diabetes  mdlitus,  or  maJu  mehe  (honcj 
urine)  as  it  is  there  called;  and,  with  die  assistance  of  my  friend 
and  relation  Mr  William  Tolfrey,  who  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  language,  I  procured  the  following  translatiei^  or  rather 
abridgement,  from  the  Yoga  Ratnakire^  or  oollectton  of  vahi- 
lible  prescriptions,  a  book  written  in  Cingalese  verse,  and  said 
to  be  translated  from  the  Sanscrit  by  Monara  Oamnwa  Unnansey 
who  lived  in  the  16th  year  of  Bowenaka  Bahu,  king  of  Ceylon^ 
who  reigned  upwards  of  300  years  ago,  and  previous  to  the 
settlement  of  die  Portuguese  in  the  island. 

As  many  of  the  words  are  derived  from  the  Sanscrit  and  PaK, 
the  learned  language  of  this  island,  Mr  Tolfrey  cannot  be  an* 
jiwerable  for  the  correctness  of  it  in  every  respect  f  but  I  shall 
subjoin  it  here^  as  a  curious  specimen  of  what  land  of  informa* 
tion  may  be  procured  from  the  Cinmlese  medical  bodes,  which 
in  many  respects  will,  I  conceive,  to  thought  to  resemble  the 
doffinas  and  subtilties  of  the  Galenic  scbod. 

The  pra  mehi.  or  diseased  flow  of  urine,  is  divided  into 
twenty  species,  of  which  ten  proceed  from  phlegm,  and  are  easily 
cured,  six  from  bile,  which  may  ako  be  oureid  with  care^  and 
four  from  wind,  which  last  are  incurable. 


*  *nie  warm  and  unUbrm  temperature  at  Columbo,  where  Fahrenficit's  ^enb6» 
aieter  rarely  sinks  below  70^  or  naes  abo?e  86,  may  hare  confribiitcd  ewentJilly  to 
the  (kvoimibie  termiAatiaii  of  die  cases  of  diabetea  treated  there.  Might  not  an  ac^ 
tifidal  lempemture,  wUeh  has  of  late  been  succenfuUy  used  in  Great  Britain  ia 
pulmonary  oompkints»  be  also  employed  with  advantage  in  diabetes  ?  S4tfa  April 
1811. 

f  \f  y  attention  was  first  directed  to  those  on  the  snlijeet  of  diabetes  by  my  seeoiid 
patient  Don  Juan,  who  said  he  was  well  acquainted  witlt  his  own  disease^  wlikh  wai 
described  in  the  Cingaleee  books,  under  the  name  of  madu  mebc»  at  an  tucttnible 
disoider,  and  that  his  own  experience  confirmed  this  opinion ;  for  diat,  althou^  he 
hml  often  seen  the  disease,  he  had  nerer  knonn  atiy  person  rccoter  from  it,  excrpi 
Don  .Louis  dt  Sarnm,  my  fim  patient 
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The  ten  spmes  prooeediiifr  from  pblegm  are, 
Ij^,  Uiiaka  mehe. — Udaka  in  Sanscrit  and  PaK  signifies  wa^ 
tar,  and  the  symptoBM  are  a  flow  of  very  clear  urine,  cold,  with^ 
ont  smell,  like  water,  and  dis^arged  witliout  pain,  with  a  littte 
aliine. 

9^  Iksho  foehi.-^iibiAff  Sanscrit  and  utchu  Pali,  meant  the 
juice  of  the  sugar  cane  \  and  the  symptoms  are  sllmj  cold  urine, 
like  that  juice. 

34^,  Sura  meh^.*— Ara  in  Sanscrit  and  Pali,  signifies  toddy  \  * 
and  in  this  the  urine  resembles  toddy,  and  on  L^tng  kept  depo- 
aits  a  similar  sediment. 

4M,  Sandra  meh£« — Sandra  in  Sanscrit  signifies  thickness ; 
and  in  it  the  urine,  after  being  allowed  to  stand  a  nigfat,  is 
thick. 

Bih%  Pishta  mefae^ — Piskia  Sanscrit,  pitha  Pali,  signifies  flour  } 
and  in  this  species  the  urine,  after  standing  a  night,  deposits  a 
•editiient  white  as  flour,  and  of  very  little  weight  Another 
gymptom  is,  that  when  the  urine  is  passed,  the  hair  of  the  body 
stands  on  end  from  pain. 

6tkf  Snkra  mehe. — Snkra  Sanscrit,  suia  Pa}i,  signifies  semen; 
and  in  this  the  urine  is  discharged  with  a  mixture  of  semen^ 
which  it  resembles  in  colour. 

7iA,  Saikta  mehL — Saikta  Sanscrit,  sikaia  Pali,  signifies  sand  $ 
and  in  this  species  small  round  particles  of  phlegm  are  discharge 
cd  trilh  the  urine,  resembling  sand*. 

8M,  Sita  meh6.^iSt/ii  in  Sanscrit,  Pali,  and  Cingalese,  signi- 
fies cold  ;  and  the  symptoms  of  this  species  are  extremely  cold 
rfod  ve>v  sweet  urine. 

^thf  Samairima  mehe.— Sofmaimta  in  Sanscrit  signifies  drop 
by  drop  i  and  the  symptom  is  the  urine  being  passed  drop  by 
drop. 

lOtkf  Alala  mAL — Alala  Sanscrit,  lala  Pali,  signifies  saliva ; 
and  the  symptoms  are  urine  mixed  with  particles  of  phl^m,  in 
ike  shape  or  small  threads,  and  slimy  like  saliva. 

The  six  species  proceeding  from  bile  are, 
•    iMtf  Manjesta  mehe. — Manjesta  Sanscrit,  manjuita  Pali,  is  the 
name  of  a  red  seed ;  and  the  urine  in  this  species  is  of  a  reddish 
wlour,  and  has  a  fishy  smell. 

id  J  Rakta  mthi. — Hakta  Sanscrit,  ratha  Pali,  signifies  bloodj 


•   *  For  Ml  espboatioa  of  tb«  word   toddy,  w«  note,  p.  290.     The  tirinc  of  di«« 
kctic  patients  in  tli«  cUinate  of  Ceylou  never  fiiiU  to  ferment  cm  being  kept  a  nightt 
and  iu  tills  state  it  bears  a  strikiiiiK  raacmblanco  to  todd/»  wbich'haa  undergone  a 
,  ellgbt  degree  of  fermentatioq. 
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and  the  urine  in  this  species  is  c»f  the  colour  of  blood*  feek  hot, 
tastes  salt,  and  has  a  fishy  smelL 

Sc^i  Nila  laehL — Ntla  in  Sanscrit  and  Pali,  signifies  blue;  and 
in  this  species  the  urine  is  of  a  bluish  colour* 

4M,  Hariddra  mcl^e. — Hariddry  Sanscriti  halltddjj  Pali,  signi- 
fies yellow ;  and  in  this  species  the  urine  is  of  a  yellow  colour, 
of  a  bharp  taste,  and  discharged  with  heat. 

5M,  Kala  mehe. — Rata  in  Sanscrit  and  Pali,  signifies  black  $ 
and  the  urine  in  this  species  is  of  a  sooty  colour* 

6M,  Kshara  mehe. — Kshara  Sanscrit,  kara  Pali,  signifies  salt- 
ish ;  and  in  this  species  the  urine  is  to  the  smell,  taste,  and  touch, 
like  sea  water. 

The  four  species  proceeding  from  wind  are, 

I5/,  Wasa  melie. —  IVasa  \\\  Sanscrit  and  Pali,  signifies  fat;  and 
in  thi>  species  the  urine  is  discharged  frecjucntly,  cither  mixed 
with  iaU  or  entirely  composed  of  an  unctuous  substance. 

2d^  Mudja  mehe. — MuJJu  Sanscrit,  minja  Pali,  signifies  mar« 
tow ;  and  in  this  species  tiie  urine  is  dischar^^ed  frequently,  and 
resembles  marrow,  or  is  mixed  with  that  substance. 

Sd^  Hastamehe.-— iia^/a  Sanscrit,  hutti^  Pali,  signifies  elephant* 
The  urine  in  this  species  is  discharged  iVequentiy,  and  with  diffi- 
culty, resembling  the  senieu  of  a  ruitish  elephant,  or  the  liquor 
of  the  joints* 

4/A,  Madu  meh^. — Madu  in  Sanscrit  and  Pali,  signifies  honeys 
and  in  this  last  species  die  urine  is  of  ihe  colour  and  taste  of 
honey. 

In  the  Bayajja  Manjussjjf  or  Medicine  Chest,  another  work 
more  lately  translated  Irom  the  Pali,  the  same  account  is  givea 
of  the  different  s()ecics  of  imhes  and  it  is  said  they  an  occasion- 
ed, amongst  other  cau^es,  by  whatever  produces  much  i'at  urine 
or  phlegm,  as  indolence,  eating  cold  and  i>weet  things,  and  food 
of  a  watery  nature.  The  more  in) mediate  cau  e^  of  the  madu 
viehcy  are  either  decrease  of  the  substance  oi  the  boiiy,  and  excess 
of  wind,  or  the  wind's  being  (ibstructed  and  mixed  with  the 
blood,  on  ^hieh  account  it  is  incurable.  Tlie  distiuguishing 
symptoms  of  the  four  species  of  mcAe  pre  cce<^iiig  fn^m  wind^ 
are  flatulence  and  eructation,  tightness  of  ihe  cTust,  tremoTi 
pains,  restlessness*  emaciation,  and  diiliculty  oi  broacliing. 

The  only  remedy  recommended  for  madu  wthc^  is  pills  com* 
posed  of  seventeen  ingredients,  amongst  which  are  the  Ibliuwing: 
Sulphur,  nitre,  borax,  sal  ammoniac,  yellow  arsenic,  cinnabar, 
capsicum,  black  pepper,  and  several  other  vegetables  with  -whuJi 
I  am  unacquainted. 

Although  the  above  division  and  distinctions  of  the  pra  wc^ 
be,  which  seems  to  include  all  the  diseases  of  the  urin^  is  ar« 
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Iritraryf  and  often  fanciful ;  yet  it  is  a  curious  circumstance,  that 
the  ludian  physicians  should  have  described  so  distinctly  the 
sweetness  of  tlie  urine  in  madu  mche,  which  had  escaped  the  ob- 
aervalion  of 'both  the  ancient  and  modern  physicians  of  Europe 
tiU  the  time  of  Willis. 
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VIII. 

Gues  <f  Tic  Dotdoureux  cured  by  Arsenic :  Tumors  of  i/ie  Tongut 
€ured  by  Mercury  I  Recooery from  an  excessive  Dose  of  Laudanum^ 
and  Observations  on  Herpes  of'  the  Prepuce.  By  Robkrv 
M*Kechnie,  Surgeon,  Paisley,  and  Member  of  the  Colle^  of 

Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Glasgow* 

• 

HPhe  following  papers  are  sent  for  insertion  in  the  next  Nani- 
-^  ber  of  the  Joiimaly  if  they  are  deemed  worthy  of  a  place. 
The  case  of  tic  douloureux  I  have  hitherto  refrained  from  com« 
municating,  because  i^  is  well  known  that  this  disease  often  re- 
turns, after  an  apparent  cure  has  been  effected ;  and  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  I  had  frequently  seen  my  patient  relapse.  But  so 
long  time  has  now  passed,  during  which  he  has  enjoyed  as  good 
iiealth  as  any  man  of  his  years,  that  I  hope  I  am  warrantcnl  ia 
viewing  the  cure  as  permanent.  As  I  am  not  satisfied  respect- 
ing the  nature  of  the  disease,  1  will  not  presume  to  make  anj 
observations  upon  the  modus  operandi  of  the  treatment.  I  am 
convinced  that  in  this  case  the  affection  was  not  connecicd  with 
debility,  **  constituting  the  precise  circumstances  in  wlitch  arse« 
Tiical  remedies  have  proved  salutary,  "  as  Mr  Hill  alleges  ;  nor 
liave  I  any  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  a  consequence  of  icre* 
gular  action  of  the  digestive  organs,  as  Mr  Abcrnethy  surmises. 
At  the  different  accessions  of  the  disease,  the  bowels  were  fre- 
quently and  freely  purged  with  calomel  and  jalap  ;  but  I  did  not 
perceive  any  mitigation  of  symptoms  from  their  use.  The  case 
of  tumors  in  the  tongue  greatly  resembles  one  published  in  the 
Second  Volume  of  this  Journal,  which  was  cured  by  calomel 
and  cicuta,  continued  for  ten  weeks,  after  the  cicuta  had  failed 
by  itself.  Doubts,  however,  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
believe  in  the  virtues  of  cicuta,  whether  the  cure  ought  entirely 
/o  be  ascribed  to  the  mercury.     No  diminution  of  the  tumors  in 
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Mrs  L.^8  tongne  took  phce  tiB  Ae  ptjfvKsn  befo^.  Hie  mootm 
of  the  treatment  of  this  cate  and  that  of  tie  doakwrrax  by  om* 
dicine,  shows  the  promss  which  is  making  in  what  nay  be  cd- 
ed  medical  surgery ;  for,  though  we  have  a  remedy  at  hand  Ibr 
tic  douloureux,  in  cnttinff  the  afiected  nenFe*  and  another  in  ex« 
tirpation  for  tumors  in  the  tongue,  the  irritability  of  which  has 
been  proved  by  the  successful  results  of  Dr  In^Ks's  cases  to  have 
been  much  overrated^  if  a  disease  can  be  cored  in  the  same  time 
by  medicine  as  by  an  operation,  no  comparison  will  be  made  be» 
tween  the  two  methods  of  treatment  Hie  case  of  recov^ 
from  the  rash  use  of  laudanum,  I  am  induced  to  publish,  because 
I  think  it  shows  that  we  ought  not  to  rest  satisfied  with  fully  e- 
Tacuating  the  stomach  after  a  vegetable  poison  has  been  swal- 
lowed. Though  I  saw  the  patient  soon  aher  the  aooideiit,  and 
as  expeditiously  as  possible  emptied  the  stomach,  the  ddeterioos 
effects  of  the  baneful  drug  still  operated  to  sudi  a  dsjgree,  that, 
I  verily  believe,  had  the  subsequent  treatment  not  been  adopted, 
she  would  have  perished.  A  case  of  an  excessive  quantity  of 
laudanum  being  swallowed  is  inserted  by  Dr  Marcet  in  the  lArst 
Volume  of  the  Mcdico-Chirurgical  Transactions.  It  would 
seem,  from  the  little  impression  which  such  an  enormous  dose 
made  upon  the  stomach  or  constitution,  after  remaining  above 
six  hours  in  the  body,  that  the  joung  man  had  been  accustomed 
to  use  opium,  or  that  the  liouid  drank  was  not  prepared  of  the 
usual  strengtii.  The  quantity  swallowed  by  A.  J.  was  mudi 
less  than  that  by  Dr  Marcet's  patient :  yet  the  symptoms  were 
^^ually  alarming  in  a  less  ^p^<^  of  time,  and  even  after  full  vo« 
miling  had  been  excited.  The  observations  upon  Herpes  of  the 
prepuce^  were  suggested  by  the  brief,  but  accurate  remarks^  of 
the  reporter  of  the  Public  Oispensary,  near  Carey*  Street,  in  the 
last  number  of  this  Journal. 
Paislei/f  15th  May  1811. 

Case  of  Tic  Douloureux  aired  by  Arsenic. 
1st  October  1807. — I  was  called  to  J.  M.  a  merchanMailor, 
aged  57,  of  a  healthy  constitution.  He  complained  of  a  violent 
intermitting  pain  in  the  inferior  jaw,  beneath  the  right  commis- 
sure of  the  roc>uth ;  a  similar  pain  was  also  frequentty  felt  in  the 
right  cheek,  and  under  the  right  car.  He  had  been  more  or  less 
subject  for  several  years  to  these  pains,  which  began  beneath  the 
ear,  and  afterwards  became  equally  acute  in 'the  Tower  jaw,  from 
which  he  had  a  carious  tooth  extracted,  under  a  persuasion  that 
it  was  the  cause  of  his  suffering.  The  attacks  did  not  return 
periodically,  nor  did  the  seasons  appear  to  influence  their  recur- 
rence ;  for  they  were  as  frequent  and  severe  in  summer  as  in 
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The  fiivt  time  I  urw  4lie  ptfjent  in  this  ailmem  inis  <m 
the  liih  Sviif  iS04'9  when  be  laboured  under  an  nteterate  t^lapse. 
I  ^^Had  vericatorift  both  ta  die  jaw  and  to  the  neck  i^eneath  the 
ear,  attd  kept  the  ulcers  diwhargii^  with  issoe  ointmeM. 

By  this  tveatment,  and  pm^giag  with  cidoRiel  and  5^,  the 
fits  were  moderated,  but  toon  ratnrmd  with  incmised  Tvolracek 
On  ^  Stih  August  a  oonrse  of  pills,  composed  <rf  cicuta  and 
nonosive  subliraste  was  prescnbed ;  and,  to  hasten  the  effects  of 
thesneraory,  camphorated  mercnrial  oiatment  was  oidered  to  be 
mbbed  into  the  jaw.  Saliyation  was  speedily  eflfbcted,  and  \m\ 
up  ahosit  eigbt  weeks,  without  prodaofaig  nay  ameliorMfon  rfttre 
patienfs  condition.  The  pains  gradually  "decreased  after  lire 
mercury  was  given  over,  and  at  last  ceased  altogeUier.  Though 
aligbt  twitches  were  tvfeen  iAi  alfter  this,  no  vicSent  invasion  took 
place  till  April  1806,  when  he  again  became  exl»>edingly  afflict- 
ed.  The  roost  intolerable  pain  which  he  endured  in  that  attack 
was  in  the  cheek,  but  the  throes  were  new  and  then  equally  pim- 
pent  in  the  ether  pbces.  He  said  he  was  conscious  tfet  in  his 
UMt  iBness  he  had  obtained  more  reiieir  from  the  blisters  tfian 
from  any  other  things  tad  wished  them  to  be  repealed ;  this  was 
done,  but  without  interrupting  the  panoKjrsms.  Leeches  were 
next  had  recourse  to,  and  the  pains  were  mitigated,  either  by  die 
loss  of  blood,  or  by  the  hot  wet  ckiths  wbioh  were  applied  to 
promote  the  bleeding.  Finding  so  much  rehef  from  the -first  ep- 
idiDation  of  the  leeches,  he  was  induted  frequently  to  repeat 
them  in  the  jsame  manner  wben  he  was  threatened  with  a  pa- 
roxysm. At  last,  howeiPO-^  they  lost  their  i^otary  influence, 
and  he  then  tried  the  use  of  opium  internally,  and  of  sulphuric 
aether  externally,  to  no  purpose.  The  present  attackbegan,  with- 
out a^y  known  cause,  about  a  wedk  bdPore  I  was  consulted :  when 
I  arrii^  my  patient  informed  me  his  agonv  had  ^been  m(»e  in*' 
sofferable  than  at  any  former  period.  The  pains  were  most 
troublesome  by  day,  seldom  or  never  disturbing  him  by  night. 
The  excrnciatittg  paroxysms  were  excited  by  the  slightest  irrita- 
tion ;  as  by  a  breath  of  cold  air  blowing  upon  the  face ;  by  at* 
tempting  to  chew,  or  to  sp^ik  abruptly,  and  sometimes  evei> 
without  provocation.  At  these  times  the  pain  suddenly  dartek 
into  the  lower  jaw,  and  from  that  into  the  cheek,  and  beneath 
the  ear.  Each  ^acerbation  consisted  of  a  great  number  df  short' 
paroxvsms,  which  lasted  about  half  a  minute,  theii  remitted,  re^ 
turned  immediately,  again  remitted,  and  so  alternately,  generally 
for  the  space  of  an  hour.  The  exacerbations  were  not  constant 
in  dqpree  or  in  duration*  Tbe^  sometimes  caused  violent  con* 
tortious  of  the  face,  most  ease  being  found  by  twisting  the  mouth 
to  the  left  side,  so  as  to  stretch  the  muscles  of  the  affected  places 
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md  by  rubbing  the  tkin  towards  his  mouth  with  his  fin|ffers; 
relief  was  somdinaes  procnred  by  pressing  fir:iily  over  the  infra- 
maxillary  foramen.  When  the  anguish  was  greatest,  the  face 
flushed,  and  tears  gushed  from  his  eyes ;  but  no  change  hi  the 
appearance  of  the  parts  affected  could  be  discovered.  To  de- 
scribe the  kind  of  pain  which  the  miserable  suflfercr  endured  is 
impossible ;  he  himself  said  at  one  time,  it  was  as  if  something 
was  piercing  or  screwing  into  the  flesh  ;  at  another,  as  if  it  waa 
tearing  or  twisting  from  the  bone.  When  the  paroxysms  ceas- 
ed, he  enjoyed  periect  immunity  of  pnin,  till  the  morbid  action 
was  again  excited.     The  general  health  was  not  impaired ;  the 

Kulse  was  of  the  usual  standard ;  the  appetite  was  good }  the 
owels  were  regular. 

Ttiough  my  patient  had  at  this  time  the  most  excmdattng 
pain  in  the  lower  jaw,  yet,  as  he  was  positive  the  first  sensations 
of  this  disease  were  felt  in  the  distribution  of  the  portio  dura  of 
the  right  auditory  nerve,  and  as  sometimes  very  acute  pain 
was  endured  where  the  stiperior  maxillary  nerve  issued  from  the 
infra-orbitary  ibrimen»  I  considered  it  a  hopeless  experiment  to 
cut  the  inferior  maxillary  nerve.     As  I  was  eutirely  ignorant  of 
tlie  nature  of  this  affection,  I  looked  upon  evei'y  thing  that  couhi 
be  done  for  it  as  empirical  {  and  as,  in  the  present  case,  many  of 
the  most  active  remedies  had  been  employed  by  myself  and 
others,  in  prccedinor  attscks,  without  permanent  advantage,  I 
thought  myself  justifiod  in  making  a  trial  of  ar:»enic,  which  had 
been  recommended  for  tic  douloureux  by  high  authority*    I 
therefore  prescribed  the  foHowrng  mixture. 
,T^  Sol.  min.  arson. 
At),  pur.  a  Ji. 
Of  this  the  patient  h»s  desired  to  take  fifteen  drops  in  a  basin ' 
of  gruel,  three  times  a-day,  and  to  add  one  drop  every  day  till 
sensible  signs  of  the  operation  of  the  meriicine  should  be  observ- 
ed.    For  a  few  days  there  was  no  alieviHtion ;  but  as  the  dose 
was  increased,  the  paroxysms  became  less  frequent,  and  more  to- 
lerable.    On  the  15th,  the  pains  were  completely  gone ;  but  to 
prevent  a  relapse,  1  thought  proper  to  pirsist  in  using  the  mix- 
ture.    On  the  i7th,  violent  pain  seized  the  stomach;  the  pulse 
was  strong,  and  the  thii*st  was  intense.     Biood  was  abs^trncted  ; 
castor  oil   was  prescribed,   and  copious  driughts  of  demulcent 
drinks  were  reco-nniended.     The  medicine  was  also  intermitted  ; 
but  in  a  short  time  the  patient  was  so  much  recovered,  that  it 
was  resumed  in  small  doses.     It  was  continued  a  fortnight  long- 
er«  without  return  of  the  original  couiplaint,  or  of  suilering  froKi 
Vlic  remedy. 
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14'th  May  181 1. — The  painful  aflfection  of  the  face  has  never 
returned  since  the  arsenical  solution  was  desisted  firom  $  and  the 
general  health  has  been  in  every  respect  good. 

Case  of  Tumors  in  the  Tongue  cured  bjf  Mercwy. 
?th  February  1811. — Mrs  L.,  aged  47,  was  admitted  a  patient 
of  the  Dispensary,  for  several  tumors  in  the  tongue.  She  had 
born  a  numerous  family,  and  still  menstruated  regularly ;  but 
her  general  health  had  often  suffered  from  abortions  and  profuse 
floodings.  She  had  been  subject  to  no  local  complaint  till  five 
years  ago,  when,  in  the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  she  was  trou«- 
bled  with  an  eruption  upon  the  nose,  which  was  removed  by  rub* 
bing  it  with  what  a  ouack  called  black  mercury.  After  she  was. 
delivered,  she  was  afflicted  with  an  extensive  inflammation  in  the 
Uiroat,  which  was  cared  by  frequently  applying  some  liquid  to 
die  parts,  by  means  of  a  sponge.  About  two  years  and  a  half 
ago,  without  any  known  cause,  the  tongue  became  very  painful^' 
and  swelled  to  such  a  magnitude,  that  she  could  neither  speak 
dtstiocdy,  nor  swallow  food,  unless  it  were  liquid.  On  this  ac- 
count, she  rubbed  the  throat  from  ear  to  ear  with  an  irritating' 
ointment,  which  produced  an  eruption  of  pimples  beneath  the 
jaw*  The  swelling  dissolved  in  the  course  of  six  weeks;  and  she 
then  di^itsovered  several  small  knots  in  the  substance  of  the  tongue* 
round  the  edge  of  its  anterior  portion.  She  applied  to  her  for*, 
mer  adviser;  but  deriving  no  benefit  from  him,  she  consulted 
another  itinerant,  who  gave  her  pills,  composed,  as  she  under* 
stood,  of  mercury.  She  took  one  three  times  a-day  (or  severa^ 
weeks,  without  her  mouth  becoming  affected.  At  first,  she 
thought  the  tumors  diminished ;  afterward^,  they  remained  sta-* 
tionary,  and  &he  desisted  from  the  use  of  the  pilU.  Nothing  else 
was  done  till  she  put  herself  under  my  caro,  when  she  gave  me 
the  above  history,  and  assured  me  the  tumors  were  r^ularly  in« 
creasing  in  size.  They  occupied  almost  the  whole  anterior  por« 
tion  of  the  tongue;  and  on  the  left  side,  a  large  one  extended  far 
beyond  where  this  organ  is  bound  down  to  tne  jaw.  They  were 
so  de^Iy  seated  in  its  substance,  and  so  firmly  adhered  to  it» 
that  it  was  impossible  to  say  whether  they  were  nearest  the  su- 
perior or  the  inferior  surface.  The  patient  informed  me,  small 
ulcers  sometimes  formed  in  different  parts  of  the  tumors,  and 
soon  healed ;  but  no  cicatrices  of  such  ulcers  were  observable* 
The  tumors  wrrc  irregular  in  their  surfiace,  having  various  de- 
pressions and  elevations ;  and  were  as  hard  and  unyielding  as 
scirrhus.  Thougli  that  on  the  left  f^ide  was  the  largest,  they 
lyere  i^l  equally  painful,  and  troubled  her  much  in  manducatiou* 
She  saidi  the  paia  v^hich  she  felt  wi^s  as  if  a  spear  were  thrust 
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from  the  ItifrKyrs  into  (lie  inferior  jaw.  The  rett  of  the  tatkme 
was  at  €oft  an^  moist  as  usual,  though  the  whole  upper  surfiice 
was  covered  with  wide  chapa:  the  sense  of  taste  was  MataruL 

My  patient  bad  suffered  so  much  pain  and  inconvenienoe  irain 
these  tumofSy  which  she  was  convinced  were  rapidly  eiJarging, 
that  she  was  alarmed  about  the  consequences,  and  offisrad  to  anb- 
mit  lo  their  eKtirpatbn.  After  reieotingp  howefer,  upon  the 
history  and  present  symptoms  of  the  case,  I  could  not  mooooile 
myself  to  sueli  a  formidable  operation  as  the  remo^  of  half 
of  the  tonigttet  which  wodd  ha^  been  reipiiaite  in  order  to  era- 
dicate the  disesfie.  She  exhibited  no  signs  of  carcinomatooaaf* 
fectton,  or  of  snffiBring  from  the  irtitalkiai  of  the  tumors;  lier 
general  health  was  better  than  it  bad  been  when  die  was  jwung* 
er ;  the  aublingual  and  maxillary  ^ande  were  not  enlarged;  and 
the  spontaneous  healing  of  the  little  ulcers,  which  oooasiooaiiy 
formed  on  the  surface  of  the  tumors,  indicated  that  they  wene  not 
cf  a  malignant  character.  From  these  reaaons,  I  thought  some 
milder  remedy  than  extirpation  ought  first  to  be  ^ied ;  and  with 
this  view,  showed  the  case  to  my  friend  Mr  Kerr.  He  cnacnr* 
ml  in  opinion  with  me,  and  the  use  of  anenic  wb»  talked  of; 
but  it  was  judged  expedient  to  defer  it  tiH  the  fiill  <q>eratioii  of 
mercnry  should  be  seen,  especially  as  Mr  Kerr  had  fmrmerfy 
cored  a  case  of  the  same  kind  in  a  child  with  this  medkane^  asM 
as  the  patient  was  persuaded  she  had  formeiiy  been  reliered  by 
it.  A  bhie  pill  was  prescribed  morning  and  enmng^  and  after* 
wards  three  times  a-day,  but  without  eiTeeting  any  rsdootion  of 
the  tumors.  They  moved  the  bowels;  but  neidier  salivated,  nor 
made  the  mouth  sore.  Mercurial  friction  into  the  thigh  was 
therefore  joined  to  the  pills,  to  the  extQpt  of  half  a  drachm  of 
ointment  twice  a-day.  In  a  abort  time,  the  mouth  became  wry 
sore ;  the  mouth  and  face  swelled  enormously;  and  the  ptyaiasra 
was  profuse.  The  medicine  was  desisted  from ;  and  astringeBt 
gargles,  with  laxatives,  destrc^ed  the  efiects  of  the  mercuiy.  On 
the  19th  March,  no  tumor  or  hardness  could  be  delected  in  any 
part  of  the  tongue ;  the  pains  were  also  entirely  gone.  Aa  die 
deep  chaps,  with  the  elevated  edges,  continued,  a  few  piNs  were 
repeated  in  April,  but  had  no  impression  upon  them*  14th  May 
181  l.-^The  tongue  is  soft  and  free  from  pain;  the  fissorea  osi  its 
upper  surface  remain  unchanged. 

As  it  has  been  hinted  to  me,  diat  the  above  tumoranright 
have  been  of  a  syphilitic  nature,  I  think  it  proper  to  add,  that 
the  patient  is  ol  a  respectaUe  moral  character;  asisadsober 
husband.  She  has  been  Iom  accustomed  to  smoke  tobacco ; 
but  never  had  any  affection  4>r the  mouth  or  throat,  till  the  time 
mCTitfonftuT 
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Case  <f  tUcaoeiy  from  an  excessive  Dose  <^  Laudanum* 

I  WM  httrriedly  caUed  at  five  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  2Sd  April 
last,  to  Titii  A.  8*9  an  unmarried  woman,  aged  d6,  who  had,  in 
a  fit  of  passion,  determined  upon  self-destruction,  and,  for  this 
pnrpoae^  had  swallowed  above  an  ounce  of  laudanum,  which 
she  purchased  at  two  different  shops,  to  prevent  detection.  Sh# 
noon  became  alarmed,  and  informed  her  friends  of  what  she  had 
dene;  so  that  1  saw  her  within  an  hour  after  the  liquid  was 
B,  When  I  entered,  &he  was  sitting  supported  in  bed ;  he^ 
were  wild  and  staring;  the  &ce  was  flusiied $  the  skin  hotj 
lepuke,  when  it  could  be  reckoned,  126;  and  the  voluntary 
Hiuscles  strongly  convulsed.  Her  mind  was  in  a  state  of  great 
oonfu»ion ;  at  one  moment,  she  was  sensible  of  her  crime,  called 
fer  assistance;  at  another,  she  resisted  the  means  used  to  save 
Iwr*  The  viol^it  action  of  the  muscles  occasionally  relapsed ; 
and.  was  akemated  by  slight  subsultus.  No  intimation  of  the  na* 
tare  of  the  case  being  given  by  the  person  who  came  for  me,  1 
had  no  medicines  provided ;  I  therefore  .endeavoured  to  excite 
vomiting,  by  lickhng  the  fauces  with  some  feathers,  which  she 
bit  through.  The  mouth  was  then  gagged,  and  the  same  attempt 
repeated  without  success.  As  I  haa  often  heard  of  vegetable 
adds  being  used  lo  counteract  the  deleterious  effects  of lauda* 
num,  I  poured  down  a  quantitv  of  vinegar.  I  soon  after  pro* 
oaved  a  sdotion  of  a  sample  of  tartar  emetic,  which  the  patient 
wae  made  to  swallow ;  but  as  it  did  not  act  in  fifteen  minuteit, 
ahe  got  two  drachms  of  white  vitriol  in  solution,  which  operate 
ed  powerfiilly.  Whether  the  smell  of  the  laudanum  was  con* 
oealed  hj  that  of  the  vinegar,  or  whether  it  had  passed  the  sto« 
mach,  1  know  not ;  but,  in  the  liquids  rejected,  none  was  de* 
teeled.  The  vomiting  was  encouraged  by  warm  water  for  a 
considerable  time.  Pain  being  comphined  of  in  the  abdomen, 
ft  hurge  emollient  glyster  was  administered  with  much  difiicul^^ 
firom  a  contraction  of  the  sphincter,  and  only  a  few  small  scy- 
balce  were  voided;  a  second  was  exhibited  with  more  ease,  but 
0«ne  away  with  little  feculent  matter ;  and  a  third,  which  wai 
attempted  late  at  night,  could  not  be  retained,  from  relaxation  of 
the  sphineten  At  eight  o'clock,  the  increased  action  of  the  sys* 
tem  abated,  and  the  delirium  was  succeeded  by  languor  and  in« 
di&rence.  The  thirst  was  intense;  but  the  stomach  was  so  ir- 
ritable, that  it  instantly  rejected  whatever  was  taken.  A  large 
vesicatory  was  applied  to  the  region  of  the  stomach,  and  the 
patient  was  ordered  out  of  bed.  At  eleven  o'clock,  the  lethargy 
Lad  increased  so  much,  that  it  required  the  utmost  exertions  to 
keep  her  awake ;  the  pulse  was  56^;  the  breathing  laborious ;  thia 
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countenance  dark  and  ghastly;  the  eyes  sunk,  and  often  shut;  the 
muscles  flaccid ;  the  extremities  coldish.  No  incoiivenienoe 
feit  from  the  bliften  Though  the  thii%t^was'iriO  •eboeMive^ 
she  always  caHcd  for  drink  when  aroused,  the- ttu|ioi' wts 
yrreat,  that  she  somedmes  fell  asleep  with  the  basin  at  her  lips. 
Sinapisms  were  put  round  both  i^  ;  two  scruples  of  catomely 
mixed  with  sugar,  were  given  ;  diluents,  sottim  with  kmoa* 
juice,  were  recommended  in  small  quantities  at  once,  till  the  vo* 
aiiting,  which  recurred  when  large  draughts  were  taken^  should 
cease ;  a  large  dose  of  castor  oil  was  directed  to  be  then  gtvcQ«. 
As  the  great  relaxation  of  the  muscles  reqvired  a  persoir  at  cbA 
shoulder  to  drag  her  from  place  to  place,  and  even  to  support 
her  in  her  seat,  the  attendants  were  permitted  to  use  every  ex* 
pedient  they  could  devise  for  preserving  her  in  activity* 

On  visiting  at  eight  o'clock  next  morning,  I  learned  that  the 
castor  oil  had  not  been  given  till  five  o'clock^  on  account  of  the 
continuance  of  the  retching;  that  the  bowels  were  soon  after 
fSreely  emptied  f  that  the  feces  were  at  first  firm ;  of  a  feculent 
odour,  and  of  a  brown. colour;  afterwards  liquid:  that  the  drow* 
ay  state  nl  the  same  time  gradualiy  subsided,  when  she  fi^acote- 
ly  from  the  sinapisras,  which  were  accordingly  removed^  and 
were  observed  to  have  produced  partial  vesications.   The  plaster 
remained  upon  the  region  of.  the  stomach,  and  caused  macls 
pain*     The  puke  was  70,  soft  and  fiiU ;  tongue  clean ;;  thirst 
great;  no  appetite;  skin  but  and* dry ;  urine  .natairaL     She  re* 
quested  leave  to  steep,  which  was  granted,  after  the  vesicatiena 
were  dressed  with  irritating  ointment,  to  prevent  her  rest  being 
too  long.     In  the  evening  she  complained  of  an«acute  pain  in  the 
lumbar  region,  and  was  in  a  profuse  perspiration,  which  came- 
on  in  the  afternoon,  after  a  deep  of  two  hours.     She  was  or* 
dered  to  support  the  back  with  a  flannel  handi^t  and  to  avoid 
interrupting  the  ppi^piration. 

2.5M.— She  had  slept  soundly,  and  said  she  felt  herself  com« 
fortable  and  free  from  pain  in  her  back ;  the  perspiration  con« 
tinued  ;  the  pulse  was  70,  rather  feeble ;  the  thirst  was  abated  ; 
the  bowels  were  easy ;  no  appetite.  In  the  evening  she  wa» 
languid,  her  breathing  was  oppressed,  her  countenance  was  heavy^ 
the  pers;)iration  was  still  profuse^  and  the  thirst  considerable^ 
She  nad  walked  through  the  house,  and  her  mind  had  been  agi* 
tated  by  some  reflections  that  were  expressed  respecting  her  con- 
cKict.  She  complained  of  d^biiity  and  of  pain  in  the  abdommi. 
An  ounce  of  castor  oil  was  ordered,  and  a  little  warm  brandy 
toddy  occasionally. 

^Sth, — (She  slept  a  short  time  during  the  night  without  refresh- 
menu    PuUe  bO;  tongue  foul>  with  great  toirsl;.  no  appetite  i 
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bo^$  freely  evacuated  by  means,  of  the  oil ;  urine  natural ;  ' 
pain  of  abdomen  gone  ;•  much  languor  and  laasitude.     She  com* 
plilined  of  pain  over  the  Rternom  on  coughing.     The  ulcers  oa 
the 'legs  were  healed,  that  an  the  abdomen  was  ordered  lo  be* 
Ikefft  open.     She  was  prohibited  from  rising  out  of  bed. 

27/A. — .'She  slept  tolerably  well,  but  in  the  morning  feit  weak^* 
and  lodked  stupid.     Pulse  low  and  feeble;   tongue  foul;  no 
appetite;',  bowels  lax;   urine  natural;    skio  temperate.     The 
brandy  waa  discontinued^  and  the  following  mixture  snbstitut- 
ed— * 

1^  Mth.  sulp. 
Tinct.  aromat. 
Syr.  simp,  a  ^m^ 
'    Aq.  pur.  Jii^s  m.  cap.  cochl.  mag.  2da  q.  h; 

2SM«-^Sh^  was  improved  in  strength  by  a  good  night's  rest*' 
and  took  some  breakfasts  Pulse  60 ;  thirst  gone ;  bowels  cos*^ 
tke ;  the  pain  at  the  sternum  returned, .  so  that  a  blister  was  or- 
dered to  be  applied  in  -  the  evening.*  The  mixture^  which  had 
been  used  irrq^krly,  was  desired  to  be  contintied. 

1 5th  May.'-^The  pain  of  the  chest  was  removed  by  the  blister; 
the  appetite  improiod^  and  she  gradually  increased  -in  strengCJh 
till  the  2d  mst  She  thsn  left  town  by  my  advice^  and  waikedr 
to  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  where  slve  was  not  exposed  to  the 
causes  which  excited  the  rash  action^*  and  which  stilt  existed* 
By  this  removaly  I  understand,  her  mind,  which  was  aC  the' 
time  in  a  state  of  imbecility,  has  recovered  its  former  vigocur. 

Observations  upon  Herpes  of  the  Prepuces 

Herpes  of  the  prepuee  is  a  disease  trifUng  in  itself/  but  of  im«> 
portance  from  the  possibility  of  its  being  confu^nnded  with  a 
much  worse  malady.  That  it  is  a  disease  of  frequent  occiirrence 
I  am  persuaded,  from  the  numerous  cases  I  have  met  with ;-  ana 
that  it  has  not  attracted  universal  attention  lam  convinced*  from 
various  gentlemen  leaving  consulted  me  l&r  this  eruption,  and 
having  assured  me  they  had  formerly  been  put  under  mercury,* 
from  appearances  preeiseiy  similar,  in  eonsequence  of  a  belieif 
that  their  symptoms  had  been  venereal.  I  once  knew  a  young 
gentleman  undergo  a  severe  course  of  mercury  for  what  iivas  call'- 
ed  a  cluster  of  obstinate  small  chancres,  which  only  healed  when 
the  medicine  was  laid  aside,  by  bathing  the  parts  with  a  weak 
saturnine  solution*  I  was  lately  consulied  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  a  cluster  at  the  root  of  the  prepuce,  near  its  junction  with  tlie 
glans ;  he  had  a  slight  knowledge  of  medicine ;  and  when  I  gave* 
film  my  opinion  that  bis  complaint  was  not  venereal,   he  was 

u2 
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disMtisfitd.  He  imiMdktely,  of  his  own  toeordf  appHod  t 
tity  of  calomel  to  the  part  afeded,  and  mbbed  mercorial  oint- 
ment into  the  thigh.  By  this  treatment  the  emaD  veudeB  borate 
and  afterwards  onited  into  one  hurge  ash-ooioared  sloughy  scnret 
exactly  like  a  bad  chancre.  He  was  then  oertain  he  had  an  in* 
veterate  pox,  and  rubbed  with  all  diltgenoe  to  prevent  constttn* 
tional  contamination.  He  persisted  in  this  practice  for  threa- 
weeks,  when  he  rather  cooled,  as  he  saw  hb  sore  rather  spresMi 
than  contracted  by  the  ose  of  the  calomel.  He  was  now,  there* 
fore,  induced  to  wash  it  off  with  milk  and  water,  and  to  desiat 
from  the  abuse  of  mercury.  The  ulcer  soon  healed  by  mild 
treatment,  and  by  keeping  the  parts  cleui. 

To  prevent,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the  recurrence  of  such  mnl* 
treatment,  from  the  imprudence  of  the  patient,  or  the  inatten* 
tion  of  the  practitioner,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  coouniH 
nieattn^  briefly  the  resolt  of  my  observation  upon  this  soljcct. 

My  attention  was  first  turned  to  herpes  upon  the  prepoocv 
by  an  intimate  friend  showing  me  it,  when  he  was  consdoaa  ho 
had  been  engaged  in  no  sexual  intercourset  pure  or  impure. 
I  have  since  frequently  seen  it  in  all  its  stages,  and  under  the 
same  circumstances,  in  the  same  person ;  for  he  has  been  liaUa 
to  a  return  two  or  three  times  annuaUy,  for  a  series  of  years. 
He  has  of  late  become  careless  about  it,  and  oenerally  uses  no- 
means  to  remove  it,  because  he  suffers  little  pain,  unless  the  ve* 
sides  break,  and  the  urine  irritates  the  sores,  at  whidi  time  he 
is  led  to  bathe  the  parts  with  a  dryinc  lotion.  •  In  a  case  like 
this,  the  patient  is  exposed  to  no  risk ;  for  being  sensible  he  haa 
no  occasion  for  a  mercurial  course,  be  will  not  submit  to  one^ 
but  a  medical  practitioner  may  have  his  judgment  called  in  qoe^ 
tion,  by  hinting  that  the  venereal  disease  has  been  contracted, 
when  perhaps  uie  crime  which  leads  to  it  is  abhorrent  to  the  pe» 
tient's  dispoisittons. 

Herpes  upon  the  prepuce  begins  with  a  tingling  burning  sen- 
sation in  a  part  of  that  covering.  In  a  day  or  two  a  dustsr  of 
very  small  distinct  vesicles  is  perceived,  with  a  redness  of  a  fio* 
rid  colour  in  the  intervals,  and  surrounding  the  whole.  If  pro* 
per  treatment  be  pursued  the  disease  is  repelled  ;  if  nothing  be 
done  to  cure  or  to  irritate,  the  vesides  increase  a  little  in  sia% 
and  become  opake  in  four  or  five  days,  when  the  inflammation 
increases,  and  is  followed  by  a  constant  disagreeable  itching ;  in 
two  or  three  days  more,  the  pustules  whicn  have  become  con* 
Fuent,  are  converted  into  a  scab,  which  drops  off  in  a  few  dm. 
So  far  as  my  experience  extends,  it  b  never  preceded  or  attended 
with  constitutional  symptoms,  as  herpes  zoster  is. 

Till  lately,  I  thought,  as  all  the  cases  of  this  disease  which  had 
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come  mrider  my  observation  were  situated  within  theprepucei' 
and  happened  only  in  those  whose  prepuce  covered  the  glands, . 
that  it  arose  from  the  mucus  there  secreted  becoming  acrimo* 
nious,  by  inattention  to  cleanliness.  I  am  now  satisfied  that 
this,  if  ever,  is  not  always  die  cause ;  for  at  the  time  I  received 
t)ie  last  Number  of  this  Journal,  m^  friend  had  a  well-defined 
attack  of  it  on  the  outside  of  the  prepuce.  The  cluster  was  of 
an  oval  shape,  and  consisted  of  eight  vesicles,  which,  as  he  did 
not  interrupt  their  progress,  became  pustular,  scabbed,  and 
dropped  off  within  a  fortnight,  leaving  the  cuticle  beneath  of  a 
&ded  red  colour. 

It  18  in  the*  stage  of  vesicle  that  the  patient  is  most  apt  to  be- 
come alarmed,  and  by  his  conduct  to  change  the  character  of 
this  eruption  so  as  to  oeceive  his  medical  adviser.  He  feels  an 
unpleasant  sensatiM  after  an  improper  connexion ;  he  examines 
the  part,  and  on  detecting  a  number  of  blisters,  he  becomes  un- 
easy ;  from  modesty  he  is  ait  first  averse  to  disclose  his  situation  $ 
he  looks  frequently  at  the  seat  of  the  affection ;  he  sometimes 
bathes  it  with  the  urine  as  it  Bows,  and  afterwards  wipes  it.  By 
this  treatment  the  tops  of  the  vesicles  are  broken,  ana  little  sores 
are  formed,  which  ne  shows  to  a  practitioner,  who,  not  aware 
that  such  a  variety  of  herpes  as  this  exists,  joins  in  the  patient's 
fears,  and  at  once  prescr3>cs  a  course  of  mercury.  This  more 
readily  happens  if  tne  patient  has  rashly  used  any  corroding  ap- 

Biication.  If,  however,  ilie  diagnostic  symptoms  of  herpes  upon 
ie  prepuce  and  of  chancres  were  adverted  to,  the  patient's  mind 
might  be  relieved  from  that  anxiety  which  is  common  after  every 
suspicious  intercourse  I  for  herpes  does  not  resemble  syphilis  at 
its  commencement  so  much  as  it  imitates  it,  when  acrid  substan- 
ces have  been  employed  to  destroy  its  imaginary  virulence.  In 
herpes,  the  inflamed  surface  is  of  a  florid  colour ;  the  eruption  is 

Segarious ;  the  edges  of  the  sores  are  smooth  and  regular,  and 
eir  bottoms  clean.  In  syphilis  the  inflammation  isof  a  copper 
colour ;  only  one  sore  usually  appears  in  one  place  |  the  edges 
of  chancres  are  thick  and  ragged,  and  their  bottoms  sloughy. 
In  herpes  also  the  vesicles  and  subsequent  sores  are  much  smaU- 
^r  than  in  chancres. 

The  treatment  of  herpes  upon  the  prepuce,  which  I  have 
feund  most  successful,  cither  before  or  after  the  vesicles  burst, 
is  bathing  the  part  frequently  with  a  weak  saturnine  lotion,  and 
defending  it  from  the  acrimony  of  the  urine.  If  it  be  within  or 
upon  the  edffe  of  the  prepuce,  by  gently  touching  it  with  simple 
cerate.  If  tne  disease  be  situated  on  the  outside  of  the  prepuce, 
I  would  advise  the  penis  to  be  surrounded  widi  a  cloth  kept  con- 
stantly moist  wiih  the  above  solution.    The  patient  should  be 


810  TdiWKem^s  Oase ^ Diabetes  ireaiedijfBloodJeiiifig.  J«1f 

proTiibitcd  from  inrrea.«ing  the  complaint  by  irregularity  of  con* 
^uct,  and  from  fretting  the  parts  by  his  anxious  examinations* 


IX. 

Case  of  Diabetes  treated  hf  Blood- letting*  Communicated  hj 
Mr  Samuel  M'Keur,  Surgeon,  Castle-Dotiglas,  to  Thr 
Charles  Anderson,  Leith. 

JOHN  M*Kinnel,  aetat  ?6,  Ubourer.  Npv^her  H/A.— Is  aP- 
feet'  d  ^''\ih  occasionai  pains  in  the  stomach  and  bowels;  i% 
generally  coj^tive ;  his  stools  are  voided  with  difficulty  and  pain  | 
ftre  of  a  white  colour,  and  fre<]pently  tinged  with  blood  ;  basal* 
way<i  considerable  thifst,  and  discharges  a  much  greater  ouamiiy 
of  urine  than  in  health  ;  has  frequently  observed  that  his  urine 
in  tlie  forenoon  is  of  a  ycl]ow  colour  and  salt  taste,  and  that  in 
the  afternoon  it  is  more  transparent  and  very  sweet ;  has  a  sense 
of  oppression  in  the  chest,  accompanied  with  palpitation  of  the 
heart ;  is  sometimes  trf>ubled  with  nausea,  and  has  always  a  very 
bad  tnste  in  his  mouth  ;  his  tongue  is  covered  with  a  brownisn 
fur  ;  th^  greater  part  of  the  teeth  are  fallen  out,  those  that  re- 
main are  quite  loo^^e  ;  his  gums  arc  very  tender  and  spongy ;  his 
skin  is  dry  and  rough,  but  is  not  hi(!e*bound ;  is  very  mucn  ema« 
ciateH  ;  very  weak,  and  although  his  wife  is  at  present  pregnant^ 
considers  bis  powers  of  yii  ilit}  a  good  deal  impaired  $  is  ratfaer 
idepre^sed  in  spirits,  and  sa}s  he  finds  greater  difficulty  of  fixing 
his  attention  op  any  subject  than  when  in  health  ^  pulse  about 
100,  rrgulor  \u  frequenvv,  but  very  irre|rulnr  in  strength;  and 
on  the  \\hok  very  feeble.  Weight  7  spne  2  lib.;  his  legs  are 
considerably  cedeiDatou.t; ;  tukes  nearly^  on  the  whole,  the  same 
guan»ity  of  food  as  In  health. 

These  complaints  commenced  about  two  years  ago  with  thirst. 

Sain  in  the  loin:?  and  epiga>trjc  region,  {''or  a  year  and  a  hall 
e  has  observed  vt  ry  littie  varintion  in  the  symptoms,  excepting 
the  increase  of  debility ;  is  reported  when  in  health  to  have  been 
fond  of  ardent  spirits. 

Has  nsed  a  vai  ieiy  of  mcdipines  without  any  good  eflect. 
Anin'al  foq:\  »*rrvih  v til  with  him ;  but  ahhougb  he  lived  for 
fiomo  tinie  aim>  st  cxciui^ively  on  it,  no  sensible  ampUoration  o^ 
bis  case  could  be  observed^ 

*  ill       ■/     ♦.    V      t.  I        «  •,}  «  .t 


Was  about  two  months  ago  a  good  deal  troaUed  with  vertigo^ 
which  was  reiieved  bv  blfiediii|& 

Nofvetnber  16M. — Pulie  100,  so  Feeble  as  to  be  with  difficult j 
numbered ;  'miich  ofipression  hi  the  diesl.  S^iii.  of  blood  wer:; 
taken  from  his  arm,  beixig'aiU  that  oould  be  procured  $  veins  so 
related  and  empty  that  it  is  with  difHcttky  any  of  them  can  be 
opeiled;  pulse  not  altered  by  the  bleeding;  but  feels  a  good  deal 
relieved  ill  the  chest;  laxative  pills /;ro  re  nata. 

i  7M.— Pulse  tfcarcely  to  be  ieit ;  veins  cannot  be  made  tense 
by  ligature;  Jviii.  of  blood  again  procured  with  mncfar  difficulty^ 
the  energy  of  the  heart  seems  almost  gone;  no  alteration  from 
the  bleeding;  the  blood  taken  yesterday  covered  with  a  thin  blue 
fiini;  thei;ul»»tance  of  it  very  loose,  and  black  in  the  bottom;  se- 
rum exceedingly  white.  A  large  blister  lo  be  applied  over  both 
kidneys. 

IbM. — Blister  rose  well,  but  discharges  little;  other  symptoms 
as  betbre.  Urine  about  xx  lib.  in  the  V4  hours;  Jx.  of  blood 
again  taken;  no  sensible  effect  from  it{  blood  taken  yesterday 
of  the  same  appearance  ab  beCbre. 

lytb.^^Pvlsc  iOi,  more  regular,  and  somewhat  fuller ;  blis- 
ter HOW  runs  well ;  ^xii.  of  blood  taken ;  now  for  the  first  time 
k  runs  in  a  full  streaju  ;  ielt  relief  while  flowing ;  pulse  rather 
improved  by  bleeding. 

20iA.-rrBlood  taken  yesterday  firmer  in  texture  tnan  any  for- 
merly, and  contracts  more  on  fhe  surf&ce,  with  a  thicker  buffy 
covering ;  pulse  as  ye!»terday ;  |xii.  of  blood  again  taken ;  veins 
now  fill  beUer,  and  the  Uood  flows  more  forcibly. 

21^.— -Pulse  about  100,  considerably  firmer ;  |xvi.  of  blood 
taken;  much  relief  while  flowing;  puJse  not  altered;  lime-wa- 
ter ordered. 

22fJ. — Pulse  120,  but  quite  distinct;  feels  very  languid ;  palpi- 
tation very  distressing ;  considerable  oppression  about  the  prsa- 
cordia;  on  the  wliole  very  unwell;  drink  and  unae  consider^ 
ably  diminished  ;  blood  taken  yesterday  can  be  suspended  on  a 
probe  ;  feeb  most  comfortable  in  bed,  and  cannot  walk  without 
difficulty ;  atools  for  the  last  two  days  rather  brown,  and  with- 
out any  blood ;  tongue  a  little  cleaner;  mouth  still  very  bad  tast* 
ed.  Ordered  powders  of  ipecacuanha  and  oxyd.  antimon.  c 
pho^bat.  calcis. 

SSi^/.-^bweaced  some  through  the  night;  feels  to-day  easier ; 
puke  as  before  ;  ^^x.  of  blood  again  taken  in  a  very  full  stream^ 
and  with  great  tbrce;  pulse  sensibly  weakened  by  it ;  otlierwise 
it  was  intended  to  have  taken  n  much  larger  quaotity ;  much  re« 
lieved  while  flo«ving ;  never  any  tendency  to  syncope. 

^V^ — Jlif&i  lessened  |  ia  other  respects  as  before;  Ixv^ol 


tdood  takfo;  floiMd  with  graftt  fane  n  in  pnauMNim ; jrake 
before  bleeding  108;  after  it  110,  and  iB«ch  weakened.  Biieler 
to  berepeateoT 

25/A.— Blister  <Bscbargei  freely  i  lemin  of  die  blood  taken 
yesterday  of  the  appearanoe  of  the  aiatter  of  a  aorofidooB  abtceaa  I 
crassamenliim  baa  the  tenacity  of  healthy  bkMid  $  eonsideralile 
hvJfy  coat }  has  moch  leas  thirst,  and  voids  aboat  ooe>tkird  leaa 
nrine  than  before  $  thinks  his  mouth  not  qaite  so  bad  tasted  aa 
before;  has  sweated  a  good  deal ;  skin  softer  and  more  natoral  i 
urine  not  qnite  so  sweet* 

S6lA.~In  the  mormng  while  in  bed,  poise  104;  after  bring  up 
ISO,  tolerably  firm ;  rather  more  thirst  to-day ;  urine  not  in* 
creased ;  Jx.  blood  taken,  flowed  more  faeUy ;  bowek  regular  ; 
•tools*  brown ;  sleeps  tolerably. 

On  the  S8di,  |xii.  of  bk>od  taken;  on  the  S9th  a  simikr  quan- 
tity. No  matemd  circumstance  occurred,  till  December  1st, 
when  a  violent  diarrhoea  came  on,  with  severe  griping ;  drunk 
Bttla  since  it  came  on ;  urine  diminished  to  one  half;  puke  100, 
and  firm  ;  little  appetite;  feels  very  languid ;  stools  still  browa. 

December  Si^— Diarrhosa  continues ;  stook  very  dark  brown ; 
very  languid;  griping  very  severe;  pulse  100,  tderably  firm  ; 
urine  for  these  last  two  days  not  above  ii  lb. ;  Airst  aho  greotJ^ 
diminished. , 

3<f .-— DiarrhoBa  diminished ;  urine  increased  to  the  same  qnan« 
tity  as  before  the  diarrhoea,  but  drinks  less ;  pulse  as  yesterday. 
I^  of  calomel  and  ipecacuanha  ordered. 

4M.— |xii.  of  blood  taken ;  pulse  weakened  by  it ;  in  otficr 
lespects  as  before. 

5M. — Blood  taken  yesterday  tolerably  firm;  Jxii.  mote  taken ; 
pulse  weakened  again  by  it. 

From  this  date  nothing  was  heard  of  him  till  the  S7th,  when 
he  returned  nearly  as  when  he  left  us.  Urine  continues  aboni 
ene-tliird  less  than  when  the  Ueeding  was  begun ;  thirst  also  less ; 
tongue  a  good  deal  cleaner;  has  bad  occasional  diarrhoea;  bowds 
now,  however,  easy,  and  stools  natural,  which  has  not  been  the 
case  for  two  years;  pulse  still  weak,  and  varying  very  much  in 
frequency ;  fxii.  of  Mood  taken  with  no  sensible  eitet,  but  that 
of  making  the  pulse  still  weaker ;  blood  much  of  the  natural  ap- 
pearance. On  the  S9th,  §xv.  of  blood  again  taken;  for  the  first 
tjme  it  produced  some  tendency  to  syncope,  which  oontinued  for 
about  two  hours.  The  pulse,  which  before  the  bleeding  waa 
weak,  vanished  after  it  into  a  mere  tremor.  Thirst  and  urine 
'  nearly  the  same. 

Tinct.  meloes  vesicator.  ordered. 

^ce  that  time  he  ht^t  continued  by  report  nearly  ataticmafy^ 
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Aboat  iIm nUMfeoC  Pdbntuy,  aboiut  gx.  of  blood  were  taken 
firom  bin,  wbiBb  prodooed  mmediate  rdief  of  beadach  and  ge- 
neral oppression,  with  which  he  had  been  for  some  days  trou* 
bled. 

Upon  the  whole,  akbongh  some  of  the  most  essential  diabetic 
mnptoms  are  considerably  abated^  there  is  no  appearance  of  any 
thing  like  a  rettun  to  health. 


X. 

Arff  and  06$ervaHans  m  Burnt.    By  Mr  Robert  Ltai^Li  Sur- 
geon, Paisley. 

So  many  pflf)ers  have  of  late  yeafs  been  published  on  burm^ 
that,  by  some  practitioners,  any  ftirther  observations  may  be 
deemed  superfluous*  But  let  me  ask  those, — Wliether  medical 
men  be  yet  agreed  as  to  the  best  mode  of  treating  burns  i  The 
answer  must  DO  in  the  negative;  for  different  practitioners  fol* 
low  very  difTerent  plans  with  such  accidents ;  and  every  indivi* 
dual,  no  doubt,  acts  with  the  best  intentions. 

In  the  following  paper*  I  have  no  wish  to  introduce  ^y  novel 
practice,  but  intend  merely  to  give  a  statement  of  facts,  and  add 
m  few  remarks. 

Dr  Kentish,  by  his  publications,  brought  ^boiit  a  compleia 
revoIuUon  in  the  treatment  of  bums,  and  gained  many  followers. 
However,  the  practice  he  recommended,  although  weU  fUusirat* 
ed  by  cases,  met  with  much  oppo8ition,^--firom  some  who  weff 
prejutliced, — from  some  who  oeyer  made  a  fair  trial  of  his  me- 
thod of  cure, — and  from  others  who,  in  my  opinion^  did  not 
clearly  comprehend  his  principles* 

During  my  residence  at  Manchester,  as  housa-surgeOn  to  the 
Infirmary,  &c.  I  enjoyed  ample  opportunity  to  try  Dr  Kentish's 
mode  of  treatment,  and  observe  the  effects*  The  results  of  my 
practice,  for  ten  months,  via.  from  September  1808,  till  Juqr 
1809,  were  carefully  marked  in  my  note^book,  from  which  the 
following  statements  are  taken.  *    In  the  above  limited  space  of 


*  The  Surgeons  of  the  Maochetter  laSnnny,  la  whom  I  am  uader  nwmy  obK« 
gationt,  knowing  the  penicuhur  atteatioD  1  gave  to  burned  geriiMf,  left  them  in  e 
freat  meemre  te  mf  am^ 
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timtf  the  nombtt' of  burnt  which  wcm  treated  allhe 
amounted  to  25 ;  and  that  of  soakk*  to  d5^Tolal»  SOw  * 
Of  the  individuals  who  wcfe 


•  ^ J    5  "7  ^^^*  iD'iMMiciifi^,  of  i^hom    6  dad,        I  no9«c 

**""^^  il8  wereout-paUents,     — .  2    —        16        ^ 

e^u  A    S  ^  '*'*^^  in-patients,       »-  1    -—  4«       — 

°**""°'  i50  WW  out-pntieiiu,     —  5    — '      45        — 

14  6«-«> 

I  dare  say,  that  any  one  who  carefully  snrreys  the  whole  of 
the  above  table,  will  be  inclined  to  draw  a  favourable  condusioa 
as  to  the  method  of  cure  adopted  The  first  line  of  it  may  asto* 
nish  some,  the  mortality  among  the  in-patients  being  so  great; 
aud  therc&re  1  judge  it  necessary,  in  elucidation  ,of  tfaia  p^l^ 
to  state  some  circumstances  of  importance,  relative  to  three  of 
the  fatal  cases. 

In  the  case  of  a  woman,  aetat  40^  the  whole  body,  except  the 
kgs,  was  severely  burned,  in  oonse^juence  ot  her  failing  into  tho 
fire  while  much  intoxicated* 

She  was  brought  to  the  Infirmary  aboat  two  in  the  morning, 
(two  honrs  after  the  accident),  from  some  distance. 

The  weather  being  cold,  and  the  woman  very  thinly  clothed, 
shivering  soon  came  on,  and  continued  some  time  after  her  ar- 
rival. She  was  instantly  put  to  bed.  While  bathing  her  with 
wafm  ot,  terebinth,  vomiting  began  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
exhibition  of  medicine,  vikrioi:s  kinds  of  diet,  &c.  continued  to 
return,  at  short  intervals,  for  three  days,  when  she  expired. 
Nutritive  glysters  were  frequently  administered. 

In  another  of  tha  fatal  cases,  the  patient  had  for  a  long  time 
been  subject  to  epilectic  fits,  during  the  continuance  of  which 
^e  had  oden  been  burned  from  falling  into  the  fire. 

By  the  frequency  of  the  fitsy  the  repeated  and  long-continued 
anppwrations  iq  consequence oi  the  accidents,  together  with  ha- 
bitual costiveness,  and  frequent  ischuria,  she  was  almost  reduced 
to  a  skeleton;  when,  in  another  fit,  she  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  burned  in  the  same  manner. 

Her  neck,  and  tops  of  the  shoulders,  were  scorched,  so  as  to 
destroy  the  cuticle ;  but  I  considered  the  accident  trilling,  and 
made  her  an  out*>patient. 


*  T  made  tbc  diKtinction  into  hums  and^«ro/t/«,  orly  because  I  wi«]icd  to 
tain,  vliethcr  the  tftrmubtirig  ttode  of  tftutment  was  e^alTy  appUcabk  to  bw%^ 
pi-oduccd  in  Yvioiis  maimers.    ' 
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Finding  afterwards  that  die  did  not  attend  regularijfi  owing  to 
the  return  of  her  other  complaints^  &c.  with  the  concurrence  of 
my  friend  Mr  Ransome,  I  ordered  her  to  be  made  an  in-patient. 
Tne  ploughs  were  cast  off,  and  the  sores  suppui^ated  kindly.  She 
lived  three  weeks  after  she  met  with  the  accident,,  during  which  • 
period  she  had  all  the  complaints  enumerated  aboyet  and  besides 
was  frequently  delirious.  * 

In  a  third  case,  of  a  child  about  five  Tears  old,  the  face,  breast, 
belly,  &c.  were  severely  scorched.     Tfie  accident  happened  on. 
the   night  of  the  9th  of  February ;    but   the  child  was  not 
carried  to  the  Infirmary  till  next  morning,  when  she  seetned. 
almost  exhausted.     The  warm  dressings  were  applied,  and  sti- 
muli ordered.     The  nurse  neglected  to  give  the  stimuli.     The 
child  kept  quiet  and  languid  tul  seven  in  the  evening,  when  she. 
expired. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  circumstances  attending  the 
first  of  Uiese  cases,  especially  the  continual  vomiting,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  no  plan  of  treatment  could  have  saved  the  patient 

In  the  second  case,  the  emaciated  state  of  the  woman  at  the^ 
time  of  the  accident,  with  the  complication  of  disease,  show^. 
that,  although  the  bum  apparently  was  the  immediate  cause  of 
death,  yet  it  had  many  auxiliaries,  which  render  it  highly  proba- 
ble that  she  would  not  have  lived  long,  independently  of  any. 
injury. 

In  the  third  case,  from  the  lon^  interval  between  the  accident 
and  the  time  the  child  was  brought  to  the  infirmary,— from  the 
weak  condition  she  was  in  when  the  dressings  were  applied,  and 
from  the  neglect  of  stimuli,  a  cure  was  not  to  be  expected. 

Regarding  the  scalded  in-patients,  (of  whom  four  recovered 
and  one  died),  it  is  proper  to  mention,  that  one  of  them  had  the 
neck,  breast,  belly,  back,  scrotum,  and  thighs,  very  much  hurt. 
This  patient  recovered. 

The  other  three  paUents,  who  got  weD,  had  both  legs  and  feet 
scalded. 

The  case  of  the  individual  who  died  has  been  omitted  in  mj 
note- book. 

I  shall  now  speak  of  the  out-patients. 

In  the  numbers  stated  is  included  every  bwsn  or  scald^  in  which 
a  part  of  the  body  not  less  than  a  hand  or  foot  was  injured. 

Most  of  the  accidents  happened  either  to  infants  or  children^ 


*   I  ftfterwards  teamed,  that  her  mind  was  greatly  impaired  by  the  epileptic 
ats;  And  th«c,  wben  troiibted  eitUek  in  My^t  m/iitf,  fchc  re&dily  became  dell* 
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and  in  Altkrent  manners ;  as  by  fallinfi;  into  the  fire ;  by  the 
dothes  catching  fire  {  by  gunpowder ;  by  lime ;  by  steam  $  by 
hot  water  and  other  fluids,  &c. 

Of  the  eighteen  out-patients  who  were  burned^  many  of  tbem 
had  a  great  part  of  the  body  injured,  though  only  two  died  ;  and 
those  who  reeovered  were  equally,  if  not  more  sererdy  bumcdy 
than  those  who  died. 

By  altering  the  numbers,  the  last  observation  will  apply  also  to 
the  out-  patients  who  were  scakM. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  must  think  the  plan  of  treating  bums  com- 
mended by  Dr  Kentish,  a  very  excellent  met/iodus  medendi :  and 
Would  here  remark,  that,  from  much  and  attentive  observation, 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  successful  treatment  does  not  altogether 
depend  upon  the  application  of  the  external  stimulaHng  dressings, 
but  as  much  on  the  exhibition  of  stimuli  internally  ;  and  that  tt 
is  by  conjoining  both,  or  brin^g  about  the  unity  of  action 
of  the  whole  system,  noticed  by  l)r  Kentish,  that  we  are  to  ex* 
pect  a  happy  termination. 

In  treating  the  patients  at  the  Infirmary,  I  almost  invariably 
gave  laudanum  in  large  doses,  for  the  first  two  days  after  the 
accident,  and  then  gradually  withdrew  it. 

Since  I  left  the  Manchester  Infirmaiy,  I  have  had  several  op- 
porttinities  of  treating  barns,  *  in  a  diSerent  manner  from  that 
spoken  of  above  \  from  the  result  of  which,  and  of  some  coover- 
sations  with  several  intelligent  practitioners,  I  am  led  to  believe, 
that  in  those  cases  in  whidi  the  application  of  the  burnmff  body 
is  of  very  short  duration,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  in  which  the 
structure  of  the  cuticle  is  not  destroyed,  and  when  the  injury 
does  not  happen  near  the  vital  parts,  that  cold  appiicationii,  as 
water,  solutions  of  sugar  of  lead,  &c.  may  be  used  with  proprie- 
ty and  advantage.  1  lately  heard  a  lecturer  on  surgery  mention, 
tnat  in  some  cases,  where  the  thorax  or  abdomen  was  the  seat 
of  the  burn,  and  cold  applications  were  used,  peritoneal,  &c  in* 
flammation  followed,  and  the  patients  died.  Keeping  in  mind  the 
operation  of  continued  cold  on  the  system,  (especially  on  the 
trunk),  and  some  of  the  laws  of  the  animal  economy,  such 
an  issue  might  have  been  looked  for.  Therefore,  when  bums^ 
by  whatever  cause  pfoduced,  or  to  whatever  extent,  happen  on 
the  thorax  or  abdomen,  I  would  never  use  cold  dressings,  but 
have  recourse  to  the  warm  terebinthinate  applications ;  or,  if  I 
wished  a  milder  dressing,  to  the  carron  oil,  (Liniment,  aq.  cakis). 


*  Now  I  use  tXw  word ^ura  aecor^big  to4bf  usual  aooeptstioB. 
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Observations  on  the  Use  of  the  Eau  Medicinale,  and  of  Rhubarb,  in 
the  cure  of  Gout.     By  B.  G.  ByBROUauSi  Esq.  &c.  Clifton. 

An  dentiur  spedfica  qius  vocuitttr,  nrt  ilU  qtm  propriam  vim  babent  adversus  mor- 
bttm  (pio  asger  laborat  Multa  huius  generis  ubique  venditata  sunt,  quorum  pau^ 
dasima  fStuionim  promissis,  et  meascorum  vods  respondcrunt.— Commentaxii  G0- 
y-ffi^^fi  Hsa^iiBni,  ^f9»  ^  da  RatkHia  Mt danrii 

OF  the  many  thousand  remcdm  ibr  diseases  offered  to  the 
world  by  empirics,  how  very  few  of  the  number  have  been 
found  of  sufficient  importance  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Fa- 
culty, notwithstanding  the  bombast  and  the  promises  of  infalli- 
bility which  have  accompanied  the  introduction  of  these  nostrums; 
and  I  question  whether  any  one  has  been  so  generally  successful 
as  to  answer  the  character  ^iven  of  it.  If  any  one,  in  a  reason- 
able degree  only,  has  been  found  beneficial,  thousands  must  have 
fiiiled  ;  for  we  find  the  diseases  for  which  the  greatest  number  of 
specifics  have  been  from  time  to  time  announced,  are  still  in  an 
much  force  as  ever,  if  not  more  so ;  such  as  scrofula,  gout,  and 
consumption.  The  continuance  and  wide- spreading  destnto* 
tion  of  these  diseases,  notwithstanding  the  numberless  remedies^ 
and  the  numberless  persons  that  have  proffered  to  cure  them  in 
the  last  fifty  years  only,  are  sufficient  evidence  of  the  inefficacy 
of  every  thing  which  nas  hitherto  been  discovered  for  these  ma* 


We  should  therefore  now  receive  with  proper  caution  any  new 
proposal  for  the  slight* of-hand  cure  of  these  complaints — I  say 
with  proper  caution;  because,  in  the  many  attempts  to  cure  dis- 
eases in  an  empirical  way,  a  great  deal  of  mischief  must  often- 
times have  been  done,  and  many  lives  lost :  It  therefore  behoves 
the  Faculty  not  to  give  their  countenance  hastily  to  any  empiri- 
cal measures  that  may  possibly  produce  a  recurrence  of  these 
evils. 

Very  lately  a  new  medicine  for  the  cure  of  gout  has  been  in- 
troduced into  this  country,  called  eau  medicinale^  which  at  pre- 
sent hasr  great  reputation,  and  has  therefore  excited  considerable 
interest.  From  this  it  will  soon  meet  with  extensive  application  ; 
and  therefore,  to  prevent  it  from  doing  all  the  harm,  as  well  as 
to  ascertaif)  all  the  good  it  may  do,  I  think  it  may  be  serving  the 
public,  as  well  as  the  profession,  to  collect,  and  make  known  as 
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many  facts  as  poesible  relattre  to  this  medicine  $  and  if  every  me- 
'diail  gentleman  would  contribute  his  portion  of  experience^  all 
the  information  necessary  would  soon  be  obtained,  and  we  should 
goon  be  able  to  decide  to  what  degree  of  praise  it  is  entitled — 
whetlier,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  a  medicine  generally  useful,  and 
under  what  circumsUnces  of  disease  it  should  be  given— or  whe- 
ther,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  hurtful,  and  ouglit  to  be  discounte- 
nanced. Information  of  this  kind,  coming  from  persons  no  way 
interested  in  the  sale  of  the  remedy,  would  have  considerabfe 
weight,  and  might  become  highly  beneficial.  Considering  the 
high  character  of  the  medicine,  and  the  many  that  must  already 
have  had  recourse  to  it  from  this  drcnmstan^  I  am  sorprized 
that  so  little  has  been  said  on  the  f»ubject  of  its  merits  in  the 
medical  periodical  publications.  I  have  bad  only  two  archriiic 
patients  that  have  tried  this  medicine,  and  I  freely  give  my  ex* 
perieace  of  its  operation  in  these  cases ;  at  the  same  time  hoping 
that  others  who  have  had  more  frequent  opportunities  of  trying 
its  powers,  and  who  are  therefore  better  able  to  appreciate  ita 
worth,  will  indulge  us  with  the  benefit  of  their  knowledge. 

Sir  £.  H.  an  Iri&h  baronet  i|t  this  place,  aged  about  70  yeais^ 
was  the  first  person  that  I  had  seen  taking  it  He  bad  been 
troubled  with  gout  at  various  periods  durmg  thirty  years,  of 
which  disease  distorted  joints  bore  the  most  ample  te&timciny  z 
Independently,  however,  of  these  appearances,  his  body  exhibit- 
ed no  mark  of  disorder,  and  for  his  time  of  life  might  be  consi- 
dered healthy  and  strong.  The  attack  of  gout  in  whidi  he  b^ail 
with  the  eau  niedicinale  was  exceedingly  severe,  and  pretty  ge- 
neral, attacking  ancles,  knees,  and  eibaws.  In  this  state  with 
much  avidity  he  took  half  a  bottle  of  this  medicine;  but  not 
finding  any  amendment  from  this  dose,  after  an  interval  of  dx 
hours,  he  had  recourse  to  tlie  remaining  portion.  This,  however, 
soon  began  to  have  cffc<:t,  and  operatiSd  most  powcrfidly  by  all 
the  secretions,  occasioning  at  the  same  time  violent  vomiting, 
purging,  sweating,  and  acting  no  less  violently  by  the  kidiuys. 
jThese  powerful  effects  continued  without  intermission  for  at 
least  forty-eiglt  hours,  when  the  patient  became  exhausted  to 
the  very  last  extremity,  and  at  the  time  my  interference  was  re- 
quested, appeared  almost  lifeless  ;  bt^dy  motionless,  and  covered 
with  a  cold  moisture ;  voice  nearljr  inaudible,  ami  the  powers  of 
perception  scarcely  remaining.  Nothing  for  some  lime  could  ap- 
pear more  unpromising.  By  diligent  a:.d  unremitting  attention, 
however,  with  the  aid  of  warm  Madeira  and  cordials,  the  ex- 
hausted powers  were  supported,  and  at  length  raised  5  but  the 
patient  long  remained  in  a  state  of  considerable  weakness,  and  his 
cenvalesccnce  was  for  some  time  doubtful     It  is  unnecessary  I09 


Vil\.     Mr Borroiight  on  JSauJdtJSUMUf  l^.  in:Ooui^      9T9 


t(f  say,  that  this -Ik  of  gcmi  was  compferehr  removed  by  thit 
▼iolent  proc^ftf^ft  cure  which  akiUMt  cost  the  pntient  his  life. 
in  one  pafttcsUvs,  perhftps,  the  patient  erred,  and  that  was  by 
taking  thO'^s^cond  aose  too  soon  after  the  first  The  period  be* 
tween  each,  it^iriay  be  thought^  shbald  have  been  longer  than  siic 
lioar%;  but/it fiioaSd bt  remembered,  thatthe  pamphlet puhlisfa* 
ed  on  its  merits,  states,  that  some  persons  take  a  whole  bottle  at- 
M  time^-'^haw  tbea,  are  tti^  pablic  to  discriminate  when  tliey 
Aioald  take  a  larger  or  a  smaller  quantity  ?  The  baronet  oer« 
tainly  had  some  prudencieia  the  matter ;  for  he  did  not  take  t^e. 
remaining  half  bottle,  until  a 'lapse  of  six  hom^  had  given  him 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  it  would  produce  no  effect  Had 
he  unfortunately  taken  the  contents  of  a  whpte  phial  in  the  first 
instance,  there  is  every  reason  to  Appose  that  *  he  never,  would 
have  recovered  the  shock.  I  have  stated  so  much,  to  show,  that 
the  medicine  is  very  powerful,  and  that  great  care  and  attMtioor 
ia  necessary  in  the  use  of  it;  and  that  patients  disposed  totryitg 
should,. in  the.beginning,  measure  their  way  very  carefully. 

My  second  patient  was  Mr  Barry,  a  very  respectable  watch* 
maker  of  this- place,  in  whom  this  medicine  prodaced  the  most 
dkirmiag  effects,  with  a  very  considerable  aggravation  of  goat$ 
and  as  the  cure  was  particularly  interesting^  I  requested  him  io 
famish  me  with  the  particulars,  in  ordertiiati  might  have  a • 
correct  and  faithful  document  of  all  the  circumstances  attendfag 
die  Qse  of  the  eau  medicinaie.  The  following  statement,  drawi^^ 
up  by  himself, .  he  was  kind  enough  to  send  me. 

*'  About  the  middle  of  January  1811,  I  was  threatened  wtt1i> 
symptoms  which  general^  portend  a  r^idar  fit  df  goat ;  its  vio- 
fence,  howevei*,  did  not^  as  on  most  preceding  occasions,  increase- 
in  any  particular  part,  sons  to  deprive  me  of  rest,  or  cause  actasl 
oonfinement,  till  about  the^ad,  when  the  attacks  ia  the  stomach 
becoming  much  more  frequent  and  formidable,  I  determined  oa 
taking  the  celebrated  eau  mtdicinale^  two  bottles  of  which -2  liad 
long  kept  by  mc  for  that  purpose.  I  began  with  half  a  bottle,  which . 
for  two  hours  seemed  to  produce  HtUe  or  noe&ct.     I  tbsu  ieki 
considerable  pain  in  the  head,  whether  of  real  gout,  or  the  e£fect<9f 
die  medicine,  Icannotsay:  this  was  soon  succeeded  by  deiiri«m»- 
ofterwards  a  ercat  nausea  on  the  stomach,  purging,  and  sickue^^ 
but  not  the  smallest  disposition  to  perspire.     This  continued, 
eight  or  ten  hours,  when; I  began  to  expect  the  wished^for  r^ef, 
of  which  I  had  so  long  and  so  confidently  flattered  myself  the 
medicine  would  afford  me ;  but  alas  !  I  found  the  disorder  in- 
creasing, both  as  to  extent  and  virulence ;  and,  after  a  lapse  of 
fbur  or  five  days,  I  took  the  other  half*bottley  with,,  however^ 
Xko  other  effect  than  a  nausea  of  much  less  duration  than  the 
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fcnner ;  still,  however,  witboet  tli»  wtthod^-fiir  vttobemm  Briif 
then  apprehttMive  that  I  bad  not  taken  a  fliiiicient  doae^  I  re* 
•olved,  after  a  similar  tnterral,  to  take  the  remaining  srhcrfe  boctig 
at  once,  which  had  much  the  same  effect  in  efery  pnrticuhr  as 
die  first  haif*bottle ;  with  this  difference  only,  that  tho  sicknea 
was  of*  much  longer  continuance,  but  not  suiBctentlj  vk4eBt  lo 
enable  me  to  vomit  without  great  difficulty.  The  nausea  on 
die  stomach  remained  for  several  daya }  and  tibe  gout  theses  ss 
well  as  in  the  extremities,  evidently  gaining  upon  me,  preaenled 
no  other  appearance  or  feeling,  than  that  I  must  shcntly  aink  on* 
der  it.  Much  about  this  time  there  appeared  all  over  my  body 
an  eruption  resembling  very  much  the  measles ;  but  as  1  ud  had 
that  disorder  many  years  before,  I  concluded  it  must  have  beat 
occasioned  by  the  medicine.  A  few  days  after  this,  I  was  seised  in 
bed  very  suddenly  with  a  copious  spitting  of  blood,  attended  widi 
a  wheezing  from  the  throat,  and  conning,  which  for  a  while 
threatened  suffocation :  this,  it  is  supposed,  must  have  arisen 
from  the  rupture  of  some  vessel  about  the  lungs,  by  efibrts  madc^ 
during  the  sickneasi  to  vomit. 

^*  The  hsemorrhage  continued  to  return  in  an  alarming  d^^;ree^ 
at  intervals,  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  till,  weakened  by  its  fvequent 
recurrence,  and  apprehensive,  if  longer  neglected,  it  would  in- 
evitably lead  to  the  most  dangerous  consequences,  I  called  in  two 
medical  gentlemen  to  my  assistsnce,  by  whose  skill  and  attentioa 
I  was  soon  restored  to  a  state  of  rapid  recovery. '' — Here  is  a  very 
clear  and  able  description  of  a  violent  fit  of  gout,  in  which  the 
eau  medtcinaU  had  a  very  fair  trial,  and  wherein  it  not  only 
completely  failed,  but  was  soon  followed  by  a  considerable  w- 
gravation  of  the  complaint,  and  with  symptoms  threatening  the 
most  imminent  danger, — delirium,  violent  vomiting,  intense  pi«in, 
the  body  covered  with  eruptions,  and  accompanied  with  feelings 
and  appearances  as  if  he  had  been  poisoned ;  to  these  succeeded 
an  alarming  bleeding  from  the  lungs,  placing  his  life  for  many 
days  in  a  state  of  imminent  danger.  The  patient  had  oflen  had 
attacks  of  gout  that  were  fiiUy  as  violent  as  this  in  the  com* 
mencement,  but  were  never  followed  by  such  distressing  and 
alarming  symptoms  as  appeared  on  this  occasion :  it  is  therefore 
but  reasonable  to  suppose,  *that  the  very  unusual  disturbance  in 
his  system  was  occasioned  by  the  remedy.  How  faf  to  refer  the 
basmorrhage  from  the  lungs  to  it,  may  perhaps  appear  difficult  i 
unless  we  suppose  there  may  have  been  some  translation  of  gout 
to  that  part,  as  well  as  to  the  stomach  and  head,  or  perhaps 
some  vessel  may  have  been  ruptured  in  the  lungs  from  the  vio- 
lent straining  in  vomiting.     Whatever  was  the  cause,  die  dkd 
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was  productive  of  great  dnnger  and  alarm.  I  shall  not  attempt 
any  reasoning  on  the  operation  of  the  medidne^  but  leave  that 
for  more  able  hands  to  do;  but  I  cannot  help  remarking  the  si- 
milarity of  its  eSects  with  some  vegetable  poisons,  in  its  violent 
operation  on  the  stomach,  succeeded  by  a  sort  of  nettle-rash 
eruption  over  the  whole  body,  which  frequently  happens  also  af- 
ter what  is  vulgarly  called  a  surfeit ;  that  is,  when  that  organ  i^ 
violently  disturbea  by  any  thing  that  powerfully  disagrees  with 
it.  I  have  now  given  the  whole  of  my  experience  of  the  powers 
of  the  eau  medicinaU ;  and  hope  that  others  who  have  had  more 
opportunities  of  seeing  it  tried,  will  be  tempted  to  &vour  us 
with  any  information  which  they  may  be  able  to  communicate, 
in  order  that  such  a  stock  of  knowledge  with  regard  to  this  me- 
dicine may  be  accumulated,  that  the  faculty  at  large  may  be' 
able  to  decide  upon  its  merits,  and  thereby  be  enabled,  if  gene-^ 
rally  beneficial,  to  employ  it,  or  if  otherwise,  to  restrain  the  de- 
struction it  may  occasion.  The  impression  on  my  mind  at  pre* 
sent,,  from  these  trials,  is  by  no  means  favourable  to  its  general 
adoption. 

While  I  am  on  the  subject  of  gout  and  its  remedies,  I  can- 
not help  expressing  here  the  pleasure  I  received  from  reading,. 
in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  last  year,  Part  I.,  the 
experiments  of  Mr  Home  and  Mr  Brande  on  magnesii,  for  the 
relief  of  calculous  complaints.  Its  modus  operandi  appears  to  be, 
by  preventing  the  formation  of  uric  acid  \  and  from  the  result  of 
their  experiments,  it  appears  in  several  instances  to  possess  a 

freater  power  in  diminishing  this  acid  than  any  of  the  other  al« 
alies,  though  these  were  employed  very  largely.  I  thiok  that 
this  is  a  discovery  of  great  importance,  both  to  those  troubled 
with  calculous  complaints,  and  to  those  concerned  in  their  treat- 
ment. But  the  interest  I  felt  in  their  experiments  arose  from 
this  circumstance,  that  in  their  treatment  of  one  nephritic  pa- 
tient with  magnesia,  who  was  also  a  very  gouty  subject,  (a  very 
common  occurrence),  they  remarked,  he  had  not  the  slightest 
symptoms  of  gout  from  the  time  of  the  last  attack,,  which  was 
more  than  a  year  back ;  a  longer  interval  of  ease  than  the  patient 
had  experieiiiQed  for  the  last  six  years.  I  believe,  but  for  the 
latter  pbservation  of  the  remarkable  exemption  from  gout,  which 
the  patient  experienced  during,  and  after,  the  use  of  magnesia, 
that  Mr  Brande's  paper  wjuld  have  passed  through  my  hands 
without  mailing  any  great  impression  on  my  mind;  but  his  re- 
marks here  are^  so  analogous  with  my  own  experience  of  the  uti- 
lity of  magnesia  in  the  prevention  of  gout,  that  my  attention  wa^ 
completely  arrested.  Since  it  has  bsen  lately  susiXK:ted  that  gout 
has  arisen  from  a  redundancy  of  a  peculiar  acid  termed  uric  acid^ 
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u^  aUuiiies  hkft  iMBcn  ciivployvd'pfrttv  ifcclj  hmt  |^vtf  fmnB&utAy 
soda ;  and  I  Mieve  it  faftA  been  iif«cl  in  many  ^cases  wMi  eomi- 
d<$rable  advantage.  Bnt  I  have  repmMdSy  found  ifie^daify  mmS 
eonfimied  use'of  magnesfia  aCHl  mart  %enefoid  f  «m1  iJartSentSr 
tfnring  its  use,  lurre  eiijoyH  so  ironilcvM  anr  estempIMB  from' 
gout,  that  they  cobM  scarce^  attribute  lliefr  t4UF  %o  a  rewiedy 
apparently  »o  ontrnpoitanf  $  and  many  more  fPOoMThafve  shared 
hs  advknte^y  by  a  freedom  from  the  dhease,  had  their  faMi  n 
the  means  been  sufficient  to  have  kept  them  to  hs  reguhir  use  9 
but,  from  a  want  cf  this,  they  were  not  so  fiHtamrOe.  The  tin 
genious  Mt  Home,  to  whom  the  ptibtic  and  profestfkm  are  al- 
ready so  much  indebted,  considers  the  supmority  of  mi^Dcria 
over  the  other  alkalies,  in  ^e  prevention  of  uric  acid,  to  consist 
m  its  insdobility  in  water,  as  k  Aereby  remains  longer  hi  the 
stomach,  and  gives  it  a  greater  opportunity  of  comfbining  with 
an  acid ;  while  l9>e  other  alkalies,  from  their  sohibtiity  in  wafter» 
are  carried  very  rapidly  into  the  circulstion.  But  leaving  the 
theory  cff  its  operation  otrt  of  the  question,  Mr  floine  snd  Mr 
Branue  have  given  us  great  reason  to  believe,  that  k  does  CCiie* 
rally  exert  a  greater  power  in  preventing  the  ftn*matRm  tn  one 
ado,  than  any  other  medicine  we  are  at  present  acquMKed  vrith  f 
and  if  gout  does  at  aH  depend  on  the  presence  of  this  acid,  it  i» 
surely  of  great  importance  to  know  the  best  meantt  df  eerreeiii!^ 
it,  as  we  are  thereby  enabled  to  keep  off,  if  not  cure^  a  eompkunit 
thtft  makes  so  many  people  dupes  to  dmost -every  empiric  pK-* 
ttending  to  cure  gout.  I  have  generally  ordered  my  gettty  pm^ 
tlents  to  take  regniai^  twice  erery  day,  more  particaharfy  in  «lir 
intervak  of  the  disease,  as  much  magnesia,  somelhnes  jcwed; 
widi  a  small  quantity  of  rhubarb,  not  exeeedinsr  five  gfahn,  and 
a  grain  or  two  of  ginger,  as  their  bowels  will  adnuW  if  thia- 
plan  is  regularly  and  constantly  adhered  to,  I  feel  very  eoo£- 
dent  that  arthritic  patients  wiM  receive  much  beneBt,  and  no^ 
only  greater  freedom  from  gout,  bet  also  lirom  cdorfooa  £a« 
eases,  iir  which  this  medicine  was  so  beneficial,  by  the  cxperi* 
tnents  of  the  gendemen  before->mentioned ;  these  oomphdma 
generallv  arising  firom  the  same  causes^  and  fine(|aently  ocomrrii^ 
abo  witn  gout  m  the  same  subject.  It  wili  abo  have  aBofher 
recommendation  to  die  gouty,  from  this  consideratioD,  that  tb^ 
will  be  rnider  less  necessity  of  submittmg  to  festndats  in  eating 
or  drinking,  than  they  can  possibly  be  under  by  airyother  «ys« 
'tern  $  for  this  medicine  is  better  calculated  for  ceuaceracbn^ 
dyspeptfc  complaints  than  almost  anv  other,  and  when  comfain- 
ed  with  a  small  qusrnttTjr  of  rhubarb  and  ginger,  fii»rs»  one  of 
the  very  best  remedies  for  strengthening  1»e  d^estive  ovgam^ 
ibat  we  areat  present  acauainted  with ;  an  object  of  no  amafi 
isiportanee  in  ipiot.    I  claiA  the  merit  of  na  great^rifuiality 
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IB  ikt  wruiMifwilnion  of  tUi  nedictiie,  as  the  mme  has  hewm 
weoommttmied  m  goat  ia  the  writings  et  Culleii,  and  I  beieve  al^ 
so  by  HeberdeD.  They*  imv^ver,  haine  only  mentioned  it  oa* 
wnmy  as  a  muM  fxii^gBtive  dkea  waaied ;  but  I  neoornnend  it 
as  madidw?  not  finr  Am  piiif»se  onfyt  but  as  one  Skdjr,  when 
ttkem  4xmatmadj^  i»  be  |Hrodiictttre  of  peratuuMnt  advaiilMe»  by 
preventing  the  reencreBce  mA  oocanoafe  of  two  powerlul  du^ 
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History  of  Three  Cases  of  eomiderdtte  Effitwm  tf  Bloody  fivm 
heal  Infunft  to  show  the  utility  of  making  a  free  Incision  to  al* 
Um  of  Us  remofooL  By  GatoBOfi  Lx»q9^a9W^  Member  ci 
die  Rojnsi  CUIege  of  Soi^geonsy  Xioodan. 

Tk  estesMiiw  efihsieiis  of  bbod*  either  beaeslh  the  iaIegvineatS' 
''-  or  fiMcia,  arising  from  eKterml  violence^  it  is,  1  believe,  thr 
feneral  piwtiee  to  apply  cooling  lotions  to  the  tninor  (or  eochy- 
asoiaa,  as  it  is  iermcd)  m  oader  io  prevent  theaHmounding  into* 
foments  fram  sdKrivg  firom  the  eonseqnences  of  ioftunmationr 
ns  wett  asio  assist  thediMorption  of  the  cffiMed  blood.  Thisplan 
of  treaCmeott  ^v^n  when  coodoctad  m  the  most  scientific  oumih 
aer,  and  imder  the  dsraclaMi  of  nuny  eminent  surgeons  in  Lcs^ 
•doDt  I  have  area  ntlended  with  the  feUowing  oonseqiie&ees  t 
The  patient  snflered  excessive  pain  fron:  the  inflammation,  and 
tension  of  the  skin^  which  caused  eymptomadc  £ever  ;  the  intta- 
giuments  at  last  ephaeelated,  snd  produced  an  iU-cooditionedi 
aove,  diacharapog  an  dttvukwt  sanies  with  ichor,  which  was  with 
difficulty  heued. 

Being  fUHy  awaie  that  n  frfan  1ms  more  e&otnal  than  the  for- 
nix flHghl;  be  adopted^  I  was  induced  to  haise  recourse  to  the 
iottowing  expedient,  which^  I  am  happv  to  say,  even  exceeded 
mj  expectations ;  as  will,  I  trust,  be  iiiUy  proved  by  the  succeia^ 
wnich  attended  the  fldlowin^  cases. 

A  boy  about  13  years  oi  age,  fell  from  the  mizen-top  of  a 
rinp,  and  struck  the  ukmr  part  of  liis  right  arm  f  a  swdling  and 
disooloraticm  immediately  ensued*  The  next*  day  the  bruised 
pirt  was  extremely  jpainfiti,  and  the  whole  arm  swoln.  On  thr 
mlowiog  asomiog  r^nind  a  tomor  about  the  siae  of  an  onuupe^ 
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in  the  under  part  of  the  arm,  about  three  inches  from  tbe 

xnity  of  the  uina,  or  olecranon  ;  the  inte^^^uments  were  hot,  and 

so  tcfnse,  that  tbe  tumor  felt  like  a  solid  substance. 

A  free  incision  W8»  made  through  tbe  integuments,  which 
proved  the  contents  of  the  tumor  tp  lie  beneath  the  fiiscia  of  the 
forearm:  this  was  also  divided  to  the  same  extent  as  the 
former,  when  a  small « tea- cupful  of  coagulated  blood  was  re- 
moved, resembling  black  currant  jeNy  in  appearance,  as  wdl  as 
in  consistence.  The  part  was  weH  sponged  with  warm  water ; 
the  wound  brought  together  with  adhesive  plaster,  and  healed 
by  the  first  intention,  except  a  small  aperture,  from  which  there 
was  a  sanious  discharcre.  Both  the  pain  and  swelling  soon  sub- 
sided by  the  use  of  cooling  appKcati(Mis,  and  the  wound  healed* 

Mr  Dear,  a  carpenter,  a^/ed  70  years,  remarkably  stout,  and 
of  an  excellent  constitution,  received  a  blow  on  the  left  hypcH 
chondrium,  by  the  fall  of  a  large  piece  of  timber.  Having  bees 
taken  to  his  apartment,  a  surgeon  was  sent  for,  who  ordered  aq. 
lith.  acet.  comp.  as  an  external  appfication  to  the  part,  which, 
rn  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  was  swoln  to  an  immense  size. 
This  plan  of  treatment,  with  such  internal  remedies  as  were 
thought  proper  by  his  attendant,  was  pursued  six  days ;  but  the 
extreme  violence  of  the  pain,  heat  and  inflammation  of  the  part 
affected,  together  with  the  symptomatic  fevor*  had  so  much 
alarmed  the  patient  and  his  friends,  that  they  imagined  the  iih- 
jury  to  be  of  more  serious  consequence  than  it  really  was.  At  this 
time  I  saw  him.  He  was  delirious,  and  had  been  so  two  days ; 
his  pulse  was  full  and  hard  ;  skin  hot  and  dry ;  tongue  parched ; 
urine  hit/h  coloured.  I  found  a  tumor  extending  from  the  mid- 
dle of  the  crista  ilii  to  the  margin  of  the  fourtn  false-rib,  and 
posteriorly  as  far  as  the  spinous  processes  of  the  lumbar  verte- 
bras. The  skin  had  begun  to  slough,  to  the  extent  of  an  inch, 
at  the  most  prominent  part  of  the  tumor.  It  was  very  hot,  and 
extremely  tense  to  the  touch,  which  caused  the  patient  much 
pain.  The  discoloration  of  the  whole  injured  side  of  the  body 
proved  most  evidently  the  violence  of  the  blow. 

Having  no  doubt  that  blood  formed  the  tumor,  and  that  the 
integuments  would  slough,  to  allow  its  escape,  which  might  be 
attended  with  serious  consequences,  I  determined,  even  under 
all  the  unfavourable  circumstances,  to  lay  the  part  fairly  open, 
in  hopes  of  relieving  his  sufferings,  and  expediting  the  curadve 
process. 

An  incision  of  about  three  inches,  including  the  sphacelated 
part,  was  mado,*and  a  small  bason  full  of  firm  coagulated  blood, 
like  cnrrant-jell} ,  taken  out.  The  part  was  well  sponged  with 
warm  water,  and  the  sides  of  the  cut  afterwards  brought  toge- 
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ther  with  adhesive  plaster,  which  considerably  relieved  the  pa« 
iieDt;  cloths  moistened  with  opiate  lotion  were  frequently  applied 
to  the  side  affected;  his  bowels  were  kept  open,  and  tebrituge 
medicines  prescribed. 

The  febrile  symptoms  bejzan  co  moderate  shortly  after  tlie  in- 
cision was  made ;  and  in  tne  course  of  two  days  he  was  freed 
from  pain  and  fever. 

The  slough  formed  did  not  extend  farther;  it  came  away,  and 
the  granulations  appeared  healthy.  The  part  was  dressed  with 
adhesive  plaster,  and  soon  healed.  The  incision  healed  b}  the 
first  intention,  except  about  half  an  inch  of  the  inferitr  part, 
from  which  there  oosred,  for  neiirly  a  fortnight,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  watery  fluid,  tinged  with  dark- coloured  blood.  It 
united  by  means  (jf  adhesive  plaster  and  bandages,  and  the  pa« 
4ient  completely  recovered. 

A  man  fell  from  a  one  pair  of  stairs  window,  and  the  acciaeat 
produced  a  swelling  in  the  fcu'e-arm,  not  unlike  that  of  the  first 
case.  An  incision  was  made  dirough  the  integuments  and  fa« 
-scia  soon  after  the  accident,  and  the  blood  evacuated  whilst  in 
the  fluid  state,  which  no  doubt  is  the  most  eligible  practice* 
The  wound  was  dressed  with  adhesive  piaster  and  bandages,  and 
kept  oool  with  opiate  lotion.  It  united  by  the  first  intention,  and 
was  well  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  excepting  a  tenderness  oc- 
casioned by  the  contusion. 

I  do  not  mean  to  infi^r  from  the  above  cases,  that  the  same 
practice  should  be  adopted  in  every  effusion  of  blood  from  local 
injury,  as  I  have  seen  many  do  well  under  the  usual  treatuieiit, 
which,  however,  requires  a  considerable  iengtli  of  time.  The 
extent  of  the  injury,  and  the  effects  likely  to  result  from  it,  must 
be  accurately  considered,  and  will  serve  to  regulate  the  surgeon's 
conduct. 

From  the  successful  termination  of  these  cases,  I  shall  be  in* 
duoed  to  follow  similar  steps  in  every  extensive  titffusion  forming 
a  collection  of  blr^od  or  tumor  (if  I  may  use  the  term) ;  but 
this  should  be  carefully  distinguished  from  ecchymosis,  which  is 
merely  blood  effused  into  the  cellular  substance  by  the  rupture 
of  small  arteries. 

I  could  relate  several  other  cases  where  similar  management 
was  equally  successful,  but  it  would  only  lead  to  unnecessary  re* 
petition. 

Upon  the  same  principle  I  recommend  an  early  evacuaiion  of 
efiused  blood  while  in  a  fluid  statr,  in  almost  every  instance,  and 
I  have  found  it  particularly  successful  where  blood  is  effused  in- 
Xo  the  cellular  substance  of  the  labium  after  parturitiop,  pr 
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Tt  sometiinee  happens  that  the  larv«  of  certain  inaeeti  ave  coi^ 
^  veved  mto  the  hnman  etonmdl,  where  Aejbecoaie  ^erj 
troublesome  «nd  <langerous  inmates,  as  the  fcAowinff  easea  are 
'weH  calculated  to  prove,  and  whidi  are  at  yoar  serfioe  far  »• 
aertion  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Snrgieal  JovnnL    The 

S'ri  whose  case  is  here  mated,  was  anprcntieed  by  the  parhh  to 
[r  Hvxtable,  of  the  corporation  or  surgeons,  and  a  njaiakm 
tntictitioner  at  WiUiton,  in  this  county.  Jl  was  notconflngdfto 
nis  own  observalkm,  bat  was  seen,  as  he  infems  me^  by  Mcbrs 
Crang  and  Abraham  of  Dunster,  Mr  Warren  of  MinehsBd,  Mr 
SuDy  of  Wivefiscombe,  and  Mr  Holman  mm!  Wamn  ef  Mil- 
Terton.  Z  was  not  consuked  until  the  latter  end  of  May  IMT, 
when  the  patient  was  labouring  under  general  dropty,  occasional 
Tomiting  of  blood,  and  stricture  in  the  throat,  and  constant  pain 
in  the  superior  part  of  the  head.  I  therefere  had  not  an  oppas 
tuni^  of  inspecting  these  larfv,  norcsn  I,  fmn  ^dsseriptieQ 
given,  say  to  what  family  of  insects  they  are  to  be  rrierrod.  A 
story  was  told  in  the  neighbourhood,  of  one  of  them  having 
changed  into  a  rousca,  but  this  must  have  been  a  mistake^  aa  the 
larvee  of  that  insect  are  withcnn  feet.  It  would  have  been  of 
consequence  to  have  ascertained  what  eflect  the  dofidios,  aa  w«U 
as  some  other  drugs,  wouM  have  produced,  if  they  had  been 
mixed  with  the  different  animal  substances  which  were  so  Madii^ 
<levottred  by  these  grubs. 

Case  I. 

In  the  month  of  Jnne  1806,  Mary  Gaithier,  aged  14,  was 
seized  with  pain  and  sickness  at  stomach,  and  eocauona) pain  in 
the  head,  which  continued  fourteen  days,  in  the  coune  or  which 
fiine  she  vomited  spontaneously  twenty-feur  ho^  iwond  wofn^ 
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•Tbiw  weehjs  aftev  she  iIfwI  lo^ee  hnf  piurw(if.KiM{[tkpee  miles 
,off»  and  when  about  eoo  ncle  oq  her  way  was  attacaed  by  009* 
;aidierable  paia,  ia  her  left  skle^  near  to  tbe  seveath  or  eighl;h  rib^ 
and  also  in  her  head^  which  she  described  aa  resembliag  a  blow 
from  a  stone,  anfl  which  (in  her  owa  words)  altnost  siavined  h^ 
She  then  began  to  spit  blood,  and  beFore  she  coald  reach  homts^ 
her  whole  surface  was  covered  with  urticaria.  On  her  arrival  she 
jbeffan  to  vomit  blood,  which  continued  mith  ^f  at  violence  all  the 
^u^,  aad  amounted  to  severat  quavtt^  coaj^ltMbed  and  unmixed 
wth  any  other  .fluid.  Ftouk  this  time  tlie  pain  io  Ae  stomaclti 
amd  bead  continaed,  with  a  pvacii^us  vomiiinf;  of  Uood,  for  teii 
4ayf,  daring  wbkb  tiflaa«reiy  litde  or  nothing,  coaid  be  got  down; 
fui  as  .sooB  as  any  thing  iqiiid  or  solid  came  in  ocmtiaci  with  the 
Mophagus,  viqkat  convulsions  of  ijhe  OMpscks  subaomeiit  to  de» 
gluiilaofi  fanve  on,  and  the  greater  pai|^  if  not  the  wbc^e  of  what' 
was  aitenipted  to  ipe  swalloMred,  tbrovn  oMi  witk  mach  vipjenoa. 
She  made  a  noise  like  a  person  in  ^croup.  There  had  been  no 
^araouatian  by  'the  bo<«^s,  during  tins  time,  4»it  she  had  made 
valar  as  usual*  She  now  signi^Md  bgr  gesture,  beiag  unable  to 
apca)E,  that  she  had  somechtng  in-  her  throat.  The  prcJbang  wa^ 
paned^  which  iiffordad  Aer  temporary  reliei^  and  t^^^i  grains  of  the 
;mbmariate  of  mercury  were  introduced  mto  the  Stomach  and  re- 
taiaa^ ;  and  ;this  was  succeeded  by  a  discharge,  per  annm^  gf  man v 
iinndyeds  of  living  animals,  im  shape  ana  siae  vexpr  like  a  sma^ 

gainofba^lejr:  thefrootresembledthatof  ahc^;  they  hod  ihree 
p  en  eadi  ude,  were  of  a  brown  colotiry  encrusted  with  three 
rows  of  brijBtleSy  running  langitudinally  over  the  backi  and  three 
long  hairs  in  the  tail  4  tney  were  es^tremely  active  and  voracious. 
]>i&rent  Jkinds  of  anunal  ibod,  fredb  and  &al|ed^  «%re  |mt  before 
them,  which  they  eagerly  devoured.  Sopofi  were  immersed  in 
alcohol,  some  in  port  wine,  ami  others  in  oil,  but  they  did  not 
appear  at  all  affected  by  either.  Some  of  them  were  alive  six 
woeks  after  their  expulsion.  The  vomiting  ceased  in  about  four! 
teen  days,  and  then  she  lay  ^ithout  motion  for  one  ^hole  wce)(^ 
jmd  without  swallowing  any  thing  during  thnl;  time.  She  now 
and  then  opened  her  eyes,  and  answered  when  spoken  to,  but  in- 
coherently. The  region  of  the  stomach  was  much  swollen,  so  as 
Io  project  conaideralMy.  On  the  return  of  her  senses,  the  yomit^ 
ing  of  blood,  and  stricture  of  the  cesophagiis  returned  also,  bnt 
with  much  fess  violence  than  baforai  |n  the  month  of  February 
Ibllowing,  she  discharged  about  one  hundred  more  of  the  same 
kind  of  £urvm  by  vomttmg.  In  the  montji  of  May,  general  drop, 
sy,  accompanied  by  numbness  of  the  right  hand,  and  constant 
{Mun  inihe  head»  vith  occasional  difficulty  of  swallowtog,  cameoa. 
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In  a  few  weeks,  however,  the  dropsy  gradudly  subsided ;  bot  the 
"vomiting  of  blood,  and  stricture  in  the  throat,  continued  to  trou- 
ble her  at  times  for  eighteen  months,  which  diminished  into  a 
slight  spitting  of  blood,  and  that  principally  on  experiencing  any 
mental  irritation.  She  is  at  this  time,  2d  April,  1811,  quite 
ivell  in  every  respect. 

Case  II. 

Capt.  Norman,  at  this  time  m  the  employ  of  Messrs  Mac- 
kenzie and  Glennie,  merchants,  London,  k^boured  under  an 
4)cca8ional  discharge  of  blood*  from  the  stomach,  and  other 
distressing  symptoms,  during  the  greater  part  of  two  years, 
which  seem  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  presence  of  the 
larvae  of  a  species  of  cestrus.     I  here  quote  his  own  words  to 
me: — ^'  On  1st  September  I  began  to  ^lischarge  maggots  by 
stool,  and  which  continued  two  or  three  times  a-day  during  a 
fortnight ;  they  amounted  to  many  thousands,  and  were  in  shape 
.exactly  like  a  bot- worm,  but  of  about  one-third  the  size  only. 
They  were  alive,  and  came  away  quite  separate  from  the  excre> 
ment.     Immediately  on  completing  the  discbarge  of  these  grabs, 
j3)y  health  began  to  improve,  end  I  was  soon  as  well  as  erer. " 
Capt.  Norman  had  been  accustomed^  during  his  youth,  to  pasa 
a  great  number  of  long  round  worms ;  and  the  summer  bcdfore 
the  discharge  of  diese  larvae  took  place,  he  passed  some 
rides. 

Bath,  2Sth  May^  1811. 
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^<  What  €ure  Facts^  and  the  best  authenticated  Opiniotis  concaning 

Diabetes  ?  " 

A  TRMTiSE  on  diabetes  I  have  long  considered  as  one  of 
-^^  those  meditations  upon  death,  which  the  high-priests  of 
^sculapius  think  right  to  deliver  from  time  to  time  to  thdbr 
brethren  and  congregations.  I  have  no  particular  objection  to 
these  funeral  orations,  provided  the  occasions  are  rare,  and  the 
preacher  gives  a  full  and  faithful  account  of  his  sick  friends;  of 
Ifthe  jneans  used  to  prolong  Ufe,  or  to  procure  an  easy  death.    Bo^ 
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vnfortimateiy,  the  conclnsiona  do  not  oorrespond  mlih  ihe  pre- 
mises.    We  are  told  of  the  pains  and  sufferings  of  patients,  and 
of  the  immediate  relief  and  removal  of  them,  by  animal  diet  and 
tonic  medicines;  but  we  meet  with  the  former,  without  eyer 
being  cheered  by  the  happy  realization  of  the  latter.     Every  phy. 
aidan  is  supposed  to  be  gifted  in  some  degree  with  the  power 
of  prophecy.    It  is  therefore  discouraging  to  a  young  man  soon 
After  he  is  converted  hy  the  creative  voice  of  the  Senatus  Acade- 
niicus,  from  a  moderate  philosopher  into  a  doctor,  to  lose  his 
patient,  and  to  have  his  prognostic  fall  flat  upon  his  nose.    Dr 
.  jLatham  boldly  asserts  that  animal  food,  in  the  early  stages  of 
diabetes,  will  almost  to  a  certainty  cure  it.  *     From  the  same 
confident  assertions  of  Rollo  and  other  authors>  the  disease  may 
be  supposed  tractable  «nd  easily  cured.     But  I  have  now  lying 
before  me  cUnacal  records  of  twenty-six  cases  of  diabetes  which 
-came  under  mv  observation,  and  I  can  at  this  time  only  count 
their  graves.     1  observe  that  nineteen  or  twenty  of  Dr  Latham^s 
patients  died,  in  spite  of  his  treatment  and  speculative  opinions ; 
and  twenty  cases  mentioned  by  Dr  Parr  f  re^sted  the  best  con- 
certed plans  of  cure.     Whatever  becomes,  therefore,  of  the  eu« 
logium  which  has  been  paid  to  the  animal  diet,  and  to  the  pro- 
posers of  it,  the  exemplification  does  not  strike  me  as  happy. 
Patients,  and  sometimes  physicians,  are  led,  by  attending  exclu- 
sively to  the  quantity  and  condition  of  the  urine,  to  suppose  the 
sole  cause  of  the  disease  to  be  connected  with  that  excretion ; 
and  therefore,  when  the  state  of  the  urine  becomes  natural,  or 
more  healthy,  they  are  apt  to  fall  into  the  greatest  delusion  re- 
\specting  their  actual  situation,  by  asserting  that  they  are  recover- 
ing, although  the  emaciation  is  evidently  growing  worse.     Of 
^he  various  cases  recorded  in  Dr  RoUo's  book,  very  few  regaiu- 
^  their  fat  and  healthy  appearance,  and  it  is  not  ascertained  how 
long  they  survived ;  yet,  from  the  quantity  of  urine  being  dimi- 
nished, and  its  quality  changed,  they  were  deemed  cured.     Sure- 
ly the  continuation  of  the  emaciation  proves,  that  the  diseased 
state  of  the  whole  system  was  unaltered,  and  clearly  shows  that 
something  more  was  i*equired  for  the  reestablishment  of  heuith, 
than  the  means  directed  to  one  organ  so  confidently  employed. 

All*the  current  opinions  on  the  causes  of  diabetes  may  be  re- 
duced to  two;  first,  that  which  refers  it  to  some  fault  in  the  or- 
igans of  digestion  and  assimilation ;  secondly,  that  which  attri- 
butes it  to  a  morbid  action  of  the  kidneys.     The  various  theories 


*  Facts  and  Opinions  concerning  Diabetes,  p.  237. 
f  Medicsd  Dicdonaiy,  Anicle  Diabetei. 
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have  somedmes  been  fiNUMled  upon  one  of  ibese 

mxd  someliiDes  upon  both.    *'  Caose  igkur  detenuinata 

tere  debet  in  his  duobus  raomentis :  I  May  I19  botwriMM 

ex  chylo  generaadoFum  degenenuione  in  roaterinfl 

tiam  ad  orinae  vias  abire  «outaw.    2iU^  In  concnnrettte  dispo»- 

tione  renum.    Quod  autem  iUud  eel  ^nod  in  iUa  mcuame  wakh 

gentium  et  prasparantium  ^erie  obveniena,  aBifedLt  eldb< 

utilium  humoruin,  illud  non  eooeUiti  eyiM  eniot  000 

experimenta  sufficienta. "  * 

3ince  McU's  time  the  Ittbours  of  ^^mical  iBC|airers 
]y  augmented  the  wonders  of  diabetes^  and  bromght  wit^D  du 
range  of  philosophical  discussioB  many  phenomena  whidh  wtn 
before  left  to  the  creduloua  ianqy  oi  old  medical  writeciu  Yet 
still  the  opinions  afloat  amoual  to  a  mere  expresaion  of  die  Aet; 
they  do  not  illustrate  the  causes,  or  even  the  first  aeries  af 
changes,  in  any  degree.  If  the  assimihitioo  of  food  w^e  ioiper* 
feet,  the  blood  must  diffsr  in  its  chemical  eemaositioii  frooi  hbod 
in  the  healthy  states  yet  I  have  analyacd  the  Uood  taken  from  a 
diabetic  patient,  and  never  couM  delect  the  existince  dP 
the  serum,  nor  any  material  difference  in  the  other  eoe  ^ 
parts.  The  alleged  alteration  in  the  chemical  qualities  of  the 
urine  is  again  contradicted  by  experiment*  The  point  in  dis- 
pute is,  Mrhetber  diabetic  uiine  contains  urea:  or  whether  the 
presence  of  saccharine  matter  supersedes  the  other  sabatances 
usually '  contained  in  this  secretion  ?  In  another  pbcS  f  I  have 
stated,  that  in  all  the  experiments  which  I  made  on  diabetic 
^rine  of  different  patients,  and  at  different  periods  of  the  disease, 
urea  was  always  detected,  and  likewise  all  the  ingrecttcnla  of 
healthy  iurine.  That  opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  aubecqnait 
experience,  and  has  received  additional  confirmatioa  by  the  a^ 
curate  analysis  of  diabetic  uriiie  by  Dr  Bostock and  bylh  Wi^ 
Ham  Heairy^  3o  well  established  is  that  opinion  on  the  basis  of 
experiment  and  observation,  that  I  am  not  disposed  to  re)iBf|ttiah 
it,  akfaough  the  analysis  by  Messrs  Nicholas  and  GnendevtHe 
gives  a  d^rent  result,  and  their  conclusions  are  supported  by 
AIM.  Dupuytren  and  Thenard.  %  The  source  of  error  vtli  pro- 
bably be  detected  in  some  future  trials,  and  the  apparent  contra- 
dictions may  then  be  reconciled'  ^ 

Another  important  point  is,  the  proportion  which  theqoantitjr 
of  urine  discharged  bears  to  the  substances  taken  into  the  sto- 

•  Metx,  Diabetis  Observado,  in  Diip.  Med.  Phict    Hailer,  torn.  IV. 

f  Vide  Edinburgh  Review,  Vol  III,  p. 420. 

f  Annales  da  Chimie,  torn.  LIX.    Nicbolson*»  Journal,  Vol  ^IC 
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Tbe  more  niniitBly  tkb  eirciHntance  is  wvestigaled* 
more  nevrlf  dw  quantity  of  egesto  and  iogeita  wiU  be  foanl 
:to  coneapofid. 

This  tubfect  btiaf^nie  tO'  the  opinioft  which  Dr  Lathani  has 
-ddiwpfJ  011  the  cntnm  of  Artteii,  He  thbibi  am  unwap- 
nartaUe  attaek  haa  bam  nade  upoa  the  accuracy  of  the  Cappa^ 
-dcJCMiiy  and  bo  bas  transiaaed  the  cfaaptev  JU^  AMfivnsv  ta  pat 
Aejnfkmet^B  knaiarledf e  of  iheA  to  tfio  test.  With  what  &► 
bour  and  accuracy  the  convenient  woi4u  of  Sohrvralfan^  Hedok 
lidBt  and  JobmoB,  have  been  tbomheciy  a  refcreace  la  the  cf iti- 
cal  analfsit  m  the  hat  Naoibcr  of  this  Jonmai  will  svffldeiidy 
«xpbBD«  '*  Diabetes  is  a-wondeafalafiectioifty''  (says  Avet«us) 
^  not 'vcvy  oonmionr  asMMng  moD :  **  wbkb  authorises  die  oottdn- 
-aioB  Anmrh  ibat  h«  bad  saea  a«fy  faw  cases  of  it;  and  Im  ae>- 
jmowhydged  acaanny  is  impeached,  by  bis.  describing  the  patients 
aa  JBakiag  uriae  wiabout  mievmissioa,  besides  oditf  symptoms^ 
«drioh  even  hie  ad^rocate  admits  mast  be  ascribed  to  iBcfanria. 

With  fegaad  ta  the;  nausea  of  diabetes,  there  does  not  a^iear 
4nny  nacessity  for  any  conftssion  of  enw,  becaoee  tba  comaKwi 
BHStake  of  maidng  Aretseaa  attribiite  die  disease  t»  the  bine  of 
Ae  dipsaa  is  studioaBiy  avoided.  Nothing  is  oseBtioaed  in  the 
jHTticle  alhsded  to  about  the  serpent^  and  the  passage  in  the  oii- 

E'nal<canaot  be  understood  in  any  otbe»  manner  man  aa  aa  i^ 
stmtion ;— it  is  intfodaced  in  a  sondUianai  sense. 

The  following  summary  may  perhaps  give  an  impartial  state- 
ment of  the  fiH^tSy  and  b^  authenticated  opinions  concerning 
'diabetes. 

Aiabetes  appears  to  be  a  disease  of  the  wiiole  system,  and  not 
<sonfined  to  any  morbid  action  of  one  particular  part.  This  is 
rendered  probable  by  the  symptoms,  by  the  remote  causes,  l^ 
the  effects  of  remedies,  and  by  analogy  with  other  diseases. 

The  state  of  the  skin,  excessive  thirst,  emaciation,  sometimes 
widiout  corresponding  debility  of  the  muscular  powers,  inordi- 
nate appetite,  saccharine  quali^  of  the  urine,  are  the  most  com- 
mon oiaracteristics  of  the  disease. 

An  increased  quantity  of  nrinie  in  proportion  to  the  liquid  in- 
gesta,  and  saccharine  matter  in  Ihe  urine,  are  not  necessary  to 
constitute  that  morbid  condition  called  diabetes :  since  the  quan- 
titjr  of  urine  discharged,  in  most  cases,  corresponds  with  the 
'Onantity  of  flnids  drank,  somelirhes  does  not  amount  to  more 
tnan  three  pints  in  twenty-four  bours,  and  sometimes  the  urine 
is  pofecdy  free  from  saccharine  matter.  The  disease  is  seen  in 
persons  of  both  sexes  $  and  attacks  from  the  age  of  eight  to  se» 
venty  years.  I  have  seen  a  girl  eight  years  old  aflFected  with 
it.    it  seems  also  to  be  hereditary.    2  Jenew  two  brothers,  botb 
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lection  of  tBe  ablest  inquirers  elsewhere,  that  we  trust 
the  inferenees  from  a  most  ample  research.  AU  that  we 
fix>m  the  author,  upon  dbk  poeat^  is  oantamed  in  a  seneenoe  or 
two  in  the  pre&ce  f  where  he  states,  that  the  number  ofpatieDtft 
that  have  been  under  his  treatmait  **  has  been  very  large  f"  and 
that  **  in  the  course  of  two  months  only,  September  and  Ote^» 
ber  1808,  there  passed  under  bis  supermtendanee  I6S  patients^ 
ct  whom  5.5  had  continued  fever,  ^0  intermittents,  and  29  dj* 
sentery^  for  the  greater  part  important  aad  formidable  cases." — 
^  Few  opportnnitieff, ''  he  add^  **  occur  where,  during  an  equal 
period,  more  ample  or  satisfactory  experience  could  be  present- 
ed. "  The  patients  were  lodged  in  a  building,  admirably  adapt- 
ed to  the  purposes  of  an  hospital,  which  was  formerly  tiie  CoBege 
of  Jesuits  at  Messina  ;  and  the  management  of  titm  was  kft  f» 
the  uncontrolled  direction  of  the  physician  in  every  jpeipect. 

In  the  first  chapter,  Dr  Irvine  treats  of  **  the  cfimat^-of  Sich 
}y,  ^  and  the  other  circumstaisces  which  constitute  what  has  been 
called  the  M^<Mc{i/iapqfrap/[y  of  the  island.    The  chief 
of  this  climate,  which  is  included  between  S6*  and  S8*  of  noi 
latitude,  is  its  heat;  the  whole  «umraer  being  oppressively  hat, 
the  ^henaoBieter  in  the  months  of  My  and  August  gtatniing  oo 
an  average  at  BC^  in  the  day,  aad  not  aivch  lower  ui  tiie  aigiiC. 
Nor  is  tliere  often  much  actoal  cold  in  the  winter;  fer  the 
Ihenaooieter  seldom  sinks  below  M^,  between  the  mondis  of 
November  and  May,  but  commoniy  laaaes  between  dist  dcgrtc 
and  6$^  or  70°.    Nevevtbdess  **  dbe  vicisBftades  of  heat,  **  fir 
Jrviae  obaennes,  ^  ave  very  great  $  and  I  have  often  seen  aa  at 
leration  of  20°  in  the  tempoature  within  twenty-feur  koitts?  cf 
consequeace  laai  iaflammstions  are  oonmon  mtring  the  wtalcf 
gessoD,  and  phthisis  pulmonalis  is  frequently  ftlat.  ^  (p»  2.)     The 
aomparative  healthiness  of  tdie  seasons  on  the  shores  of  At  ifs» 
diterrsoeaa  stiH  -continttes  the  same  as  in  the  tiSKs  of  Hipaaors- 
tes,  Celsas,  and  Galen^    The  aaheakfay  season  in  l^cny  o^ 
eurs  dtaing  llie  sunaner  and  antumn  tmhse  the  greatest  ansH 
ber  of  deaois  happen  in  these  periods  f  tne-ether  seasons  of  the 
year  are  4DoiiqM»atiifdy  free  from  disease.^  *  (P*^0    '^^  best 


r^rmmrmrmm^imf^i^^i^''m0Vm^rm^Mmi^mm^am0fli^mmtimm'^^f' 


*  TVe  feader  wfU  recollect  Sie  ftntMient  g^^wn  hj  Celsus  from  Hi]i|iocrates : 
**  Sakibenimijffl  w  eit ;  prodme  ^nde  fld>  hoc,  liienis ;  perieulottor  citas;  tu- 


tSmmw  longe  jpaiaiMaaauu.  *'  (Ub.  IL  ospu  1.)  TUs  nadii,  <fc«t  ths  mn- 
mtr  and  autumn 'vrve  Um  moit  aiddy  jemoPi,  is  aot  oaljr  farUUd,  Sir  J.  Mfla 
wmaAa,  in  tfaa  warmer  climatea,  but  alao  Jn  camps,  wbare  man  are  modi  eipoard 
40  beat  aad  moitture,  ^aad,  k  should  "be  added,  to  animal  and  tegctable  cflnina)» 
dbe  great  oausas  of  putrid  and  opntasiou*  diseaaea.  (On  nia.«f  die  Arm/,  Aitll. 
cfaap.1.^   The  abaohits  isiiasa  of  tbUlsaow  tnHb.s^sor0iai.c^^ 
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itectf  appevre  to  give  rise  to  sredi  diseane ;  but  its  combiiMitiev 
with  OMMtttre  is  coastdendbfy  more  pernidoM.  Frein  the  be« 
miniiig'of  May  to  tl»e  end  of  August  little  or  no  ram  faSs :  ia 
Septeciber  the  vsins  faegia.  ^  In  Jme  and  July  fevers  are  fre^ 
€|uent,  and  ka^e  amch  <tf  the  inflaasmstory  type.  Ia  AognsC 
mad  September  they  are  atiH  more  common,  and  begin  to  be  ac- 
companied with  more  debility ;  from  that  time  dysenteries  iB>- 
cnease  ia  nomber ;  iMst  after  the  ead  of  October  firw  new  oasea 
comparatively  cccar.  ** — ^  Light  rains  in  autumn, ''  the  andior 
afbaerves,  **  ane  commanly  obs^ed  to  be  unhealthy ;  and  nothing 
is  eo  aervieeaMe  for  the  prevention  'of  dbease  jis  hieavy  lam,  oc- 
curring about  the  middle  of  September,  so  as  to  extinguish  ilia 
lieat  of  the  toil,  and  ^rat  an  end  to  the  formation  of  nHaamata. " 
The  dTeol-df  raios,  fiulUig  early  in  the  autamn,  while  the  ground 
18  still  hot,  ia  eacitififf  miasmata  and  disease,  is  wdl  kaowtt  ta 
die  inhabitants.  ^  i  wmember  a  muleteer, ''  Dr  irwne  says, 
^*  paastng  orer  :tbe  hills  near  Ibesso,  in  the  middle  of  August, 
during  a  heavy  raia,  who  iremarked,  that  these  rains  ialltng  an 
the  heated  ground  wotlld  cause  a  great  stink  (pusEza),  and  that 
anaa V  would  be  ^soned.  **  (p.  6.) 

Sicily. is  ^  very  mountainous  country;  and  tiie  chief  souacea 
of  the  **  malaria, "  or  bad  air,  are  the  water  courses  between  the  * 
bills*  which  are  dry  in  the  summer.  **  Many  of  these  are  ex- 
tremely unhealthy  in  the  latter  rpart  of  summer  and  in  autumn.  *^ 
The  .north  wind  h  coldia  Sicily;  but  the  qualities  of  the  «ir6a:o, 
or  south-east  wind,  which  is  hot  and  dan^),  have  been  greatly 
asaggeratficL  Dr  Irvine  never  observed  any  influence  eaerted  1^ 
it  on  diseases.  On  the  whole,  he  is  -of  opinion,  '*  .that  to  tkote 
vriio  oan  and  are  disposed  to  lake  proper  precautxona  for 
iag  the  warmth  of  the  •mid-'day  in  summer^  and  the 
and  damps  of  winter,  and  tlie  frequent  and  enormous  vicissitadea 
of  the  temperature,  Bieily  will  prove  a  heahh]^  residence.  To 
avoid  the  'heats,  it  is  only  -necessary  to  keep  within  doora ;  but 
to  avoid  the  cold  and  vicissitudes,  well  &ii&bed  houses,  and  the 
cocasional  aid  of  stoves,  are  renuisite.  **  (p.  7.) 

In  chapter  second,  Dr  Irvine  briefly  states,  that  the  continued 
fevers  of  Sicity  vary  in  their  symptoms  with  the  variations  of  the 
aeasotts,  and  that,  therefore,  alfhoujrh  he  considers  them  as  es- 
aentiallv  of  the  aame  nature,  he  will  describe  them  under  the 
three  denominations  of  summer,  autumnal,  and  winter  fevers. 
The  "first  assume  a  very  inflammatory  type,  run  often  a  short 


draining  of  land,  and  the  deanlinets,  good  pavement,  ventilation,  &c.  in  towna 
ftava  been  gencnlly  attended  to.    f  See  Hebcrden  on  the  Increase  and  Dacraase  of 

Bfed^lUiUSK,  V^  LteasflS.) 
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coarse,  bat  no£  onfreqaently  tbe  contrary,  and  bear  plentHLf 
evacuations  with  advantage.  The  second  are  more  seldom  raf^id 
in  their  course,  are  speedily  marked  by  ^(reat  debility,  vrhicfa  k 
not  so  certainly  cured  by  general  evacuations,  and  which  is  ire- 
uently  accompanied  with  universal  yellowness  of  the  skin.  Ic 
e  cool  weather,  that  is,  from  November  to  May,  fevers  art 
less  commoui  are  more  protracted  in  their  duration,  and  are  &c- 
companied  with  less  sudden  and  violent  depression  of  the  powers 
of  life ;  in  a  word,  ^^  they  very  much  resemble  the  synochas  oi 
England. ''  These  three  forms  of  fever  are  the  subjects  of  tbc 
three  succeeding  chapters,  which  occupy  about  half  the  vo* 
hiroe. 

The  summer  fevers^  described  in  chapter  third,  although  oc- 
curring at  all  times  during  the  hot  months,  made  their  attacb 
especially  after  exposure  to  heat  and  exercise  in  tbe  sud^  some- 
times suddenly,  sometimes  after  previous  indisposition.  Sol- 
diers on  duty,  as  centinels,  have  been  so  powerfuBy  and  rapidly 
affected  as  first  to  drop  their  arms,  and.  immediately  afterwards 
to  fall  down  themselves :  and  a  man,  sitting  in  the  sun  in  per- 
fect health,  has  been  seized  in  a  few  minutes  with  vomitii^,  and 
exhibited  every  symptom  of  fever.  The  ordinary  symptoms  of 
acute  synocha  characterized  the  attack. 

•*  •*  The  head  always  ached,  freqtrendy  vfolently  ;  the  eyes  were  of- 
ten su£[xtsed  as  early  as  the  second  or  third  day ;  the  conntenance  was 
red  ;  and  the  arteries  of  the  head  beat  strongly.     Before  the  eyes  be- 
came red,  and  in  cases  where  that  symptom  did  not  occur,  they  ap- 
peared watery  and  pretematarally  clear.    In  some  cases  delirium  came 
on  very  early.     The  bowels  were  costive,  bat  not  in  general  difficult 
to  move.     Sleep  and  appetite  were  gone.*    The  disease  had,  not  on- 
frequently,  no  tendency  to  a  rapid  crisis,    I  lost  one  patient  oa  the 
34tli  day,  and  many  lingered  to  the  14th,  I8th,  and  20th^    Occa- 
sionally, however,  things  ran  a  different  course,  and  a  fatal  tern)i« 
nadon  occurred  on  the  3d,  4th,  or  5ch  day  from  the  attack.    One 
circumstance  is  rather  surprising,  that  in  some  of  the  protracted  cases, 
though  by  no  means  in  all  of  thcmi  the  symptoms  continued  the  whole 
time  extremely  violent,  and  no  sinking  could  be  remarked  till  a  day 
or  two  before  death."  (p.  12.) 

We  think  the  following  observations  sufficiently  important  to 
warrant  us  in  transcribing  them  at  length,  without  any  apology. 
It  cannot  have  escaped  the  notice  of  practitioners,  conversant 
with  the  appearances  of  continued  fever,  how  oiten  the  occur- 
rence of  one  untoward  symptom,  which  might  elude  the  obso** 
vance  of  a  common  eye,  will  imply  the  presence  of  some  mor- 
bid action  of  importance,  at  a  tinie  when  the  general  symptoms 
are  fuvourable :  this  will  be  various, .  according  to  the  naiuce  of 
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'tbex>Tf^n  In  ^ich  fhe«ia«4Md  aefion  takes  place;  ««id  k^eB 
e^mplifiedy  in  regard  to  the  head,  in  the  following  paragraph. 
"  *In  other  inftaiices,'^  -fayi-Dr  IrTine»  contifiuing  the  obfenrations-juft 
^otedy  <*ibe  urgency  of-thc  difoFder  Teemed  by  degrees  to  abate.     The 
'patientflay  in  bed  weak  and 'helpMs.     Ofun  the  greater  p^t  of  thephe* 
nomena  df  the  di£aitfe  were  of  a  favourable  omen.    'One  man  Mhom  I  vL^ 
-fitedmigbt  be  &id  to^be  right  in'emry  refpe6^.     His  pulfe,  lkio»  Md 
Jboweb«  jwere  natural    Jie  9te  heartily,  andiilertjed  tb^t  be  ^rasjaralU 
•Bat  theae  jilight  be  remarked  fi  r^pidfiy  qf  fpeechy  fomething  odd  in  hi^ 
fmanner,  iwiveh  in  revers  of'this<co9atry  is  a  aioftffattl  iympt^.     ^e  be^ 
.«ai|ie  ecMiDlofe  the  (aqie  e^enin^,  and  died  the  n^tt  morpiog.     Numec- 
«atus  iaftancQs  of /an  aaalo^gom.  nature,  though  with.fome  Tarieties  in  parp 
Jku^M-  circii^i^ft^nfieii,  have:occ)in%d.to  myobfenratiqn.    In  &6t»  in  ipapy 
caiea,  bat  by  ao,nieap8,in.a|),.tbeQ;.n).ight  be  d^ftinguiflied*  with  inoie  or 
JeAoat&pefs.iArBef^gff  of  the.difeile.     Theifirft'was  the  ftjigepf  fi^ver, 
which  la^ed  for.  an  iadefinite  niimher  of  days,  and  gradually  Sieiged  intd 
the  fecond,  :or  ft  age  of  interval  or  remi(!ion,  in  which  the  patient  often 
thought  himfelft  and  fometimes  appeared  to  othersy  free,  from. danger^  if 
not  from  difeafe.    This  ftage  lafted  alfo  for  a^i  uncertain  time,  yet  not 
ip  general  for  more  than  a  Uw,  days ;  <I  have,  however,  feen  it  continue 
for  a  muqh  Ipnger  period.     During  its  exiftence^  it  was  never  difficult  for 
an  experienced  practitioner  to.dete^fomecircumllance  incompatible  with 
^health ;  above  all,  in  the  look- of  the  eye,  the  management  tff  the  votce^ 
•or  the  appearance  of  the  tongue.     The  t  bird  ftage  ^nay  be  called  the-  ftag^ 
•«f  coma,     it  came  on  very  niddealy,  .and  quickly  tenninatedin death.     I 
Jiave  never  (known,  or  he^  ofian.inftanoe  of  recove^ '.from  even  the  in^ 
eipient  Xyjnptoms  of  jthistftage.    So  remarkable  were  the(e  three. fbigefr 
-though  apt  always  refen^ed  tO;t)^ir  tr^e.caufes,  that  patients  yvere.ofts^ 
^.coofideiied  jis  ^yji^  of  .apoplexy*  who  in  reality  £tU  vi^inas  tP  ^verF. 
The  intermediate  occurrence  of^what  I.  have  called. the  interv|^,.drew,9ff 
.the  attention. from  .the  coapezioin  .between  the  early  fever  and  the  con** 
eluding  coina,  which  ,muft  al£o  .be  ^al(qw^  ib  ij^  syAiptpms  to  bear> 
,perfe^;  analogy  to  complete  apoplexy. 

<*  There  were  many  cafes,  by.  far  the  majority  indeed,  in  which  the 

ftage  pf  interval  did  not  appear :  in  place  of  it  there  was  fometimes  onl j 

.^n  apparent  amelioration  of  thedifeajfe.     The  patient  feemed  in  a  mend- 

itig  way  ;  to  be  wearing  out  of  the  fever,  as  it  is  fiiid,  and  to  be  free 

"  from  any  confiderable  danger.    .'But  all  of  a  fudden,  without  any  obvioua' 

caufe,  he  became  worfe^  and  fpeedily  fell  into  a  coma,  that  in  a  few  houra 

«t<;rminated  in  death. ''  p.  13.  ei  $eq* 

A/her  stating,  .diat  the  stage  of  internal  was,  in-  a  very  few  in-^ 
stances,  not  followed  by  that  of  coma ;,  but,  instead  ef  lasting 
t for  some  days  only,  it  was  protracted  for  several  weeks»  and  4t 
last  terminated  favourably  \  the  author  says,— 

*«*  it  is  worthy  of  Fsmark,  that  an  afl^dton  apparently,  av  Lhope  to 

-  fliow,  of  the  head,^  nuy>  liave  the  power  of  inducing  a  long  tr^inof  lin- 

gedagtaadaloMil  diBooiciympComa,.  jsithluit  the/pteicnQeof  aoy.mjr 

▼iolent  a^on  ;  and  it  may  perhaps  defer ve  in^iryi^  how  £u'  thele  oer* 
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▼otts  and  protraded  fevers  of  our  owo  country  may  not  owe  their  dun^ 
uon  and  their  obftinacy  to  fomethin^  (imilar.  **  p.  1 5. 
'  Dr  Irvine  admits,  however,  that  the  early  appearances  of  the 
fevers  of  Britain  just  mcntionedi  have  little  resemblance  to  tboM 
4>f  the  summer  fevers  of  Sicily  ;  which  la6t»  he  observes,  resist 
the  ordinary  de^ee  of  treatment  in  our  island,  in  a  surprising 
(legree.  But  althou|;h  this  mar  be  true,  we  are  disposed  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  principle  is  apphcable,  to  a  proportionate  extent, 
to  many  of  thefevers  of  this  country,  which,  under  the  suppod- 
tion  of  nervous  debiIitT»  have  been  erroneously  treated  upon  the 
tbnic  and  stimulant  plan*  This  plan,  Dr  Irvine  i»  satisfied,  is 
vrholly  inapplicable  to  the  Sicilian  fevers,  however  gently  and 
judiciously  conducted,  or  however  its  effects  may  be  counteract- 
ed by  the  affusion  of  Carrie,  or  the  purgation  of  Hamilton. 

Dr  Irvine  affirms,  that,  in  the  cure  of  these  fevers,  cinchona 
amply  administered  was  of  no  sort  of  use  in  any  stage  f  that  wine 
ana  opium  were  at  all  times  and  stages  pernicious ;  that  antimo* 
nials,  although  their  operation  was  not  unfavourable,  v^ere  pro- 
ductive of  no  positive  benefit ;  and  saline  medicines  bad  likewise 
very  little  cffecL    The  use  of  purgatives  he  considers  as  decided- 
ly beneficial  \  and  the  more  frequently  and  effectually  they  were 
S'ven,  the  more  relief  tliey  afforded.     **  They  neither  stopped 
e  fever,  however,  nor  cured  it ;  but  they  relieved,  ift  a  amaU 
degree,  every  bad  symptom,  and  aredeemad  by  the authoi^ indis- 
pensable to  the  proper  treatment  of  fever.     The  two  rettiedies 
^which  evinced  the  only  decided  powers  in  cutting  short  these  fe- 
vers, were  blood-lettings  especially  from  the  head,  and  the^oM^ 
Jiision;  in  aid  of  which,  purgatives  and  blisters  were  serviceable. 
At  first  J!>r  Irvine  attempted,  according  to  the  usual  plan,  to 
lead  these  fevers  to  a  favourable  crisis,  but  he  soon  found  his  in- 
ability €0  accomplish  this  purposse;  which,  together  with  the  oc- 
currence of  two  instances  of  fatal  coma,  led  him  to  attend  to  dte 
early  affection  of  the  brain,  and  to  attempt  to  prevent  its  pro- 
gress.    <*  The  disease  certainly  was  not  hydrocephalus,  yet  there 
was  not  wanting  an  analogy  with  that  disorder  in  some  instances." 
He,  therefore,  began  the  treatment^  when  the  disease  was  not 
more  advanced  than  the  seventh  day,  by  taking  eight  or  more 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  temporal  artiery,  blistering  the  head, 
.  giving  a  dose  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  applying  the  cold  affu« 
sion.    The  bleeding  never  failed  to  relieve  the  headach  and  de- 
;  lirium ;  and  the  cola  affusion  always  gave  relief  to  the  symptoms, 
and  to  the  feelings  of  the  patient.     The  bleeding  and  blistering 
.  ififere  repeated  according  to  the  continuance  or  violence  of  the 
disease,  and  according  to  the  effect  produced ;  and  he  never  de- 
any  symptom  of  determioatioa  to  the  head  .wm  vi- 
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sible.  After  tbis  relief,  the  cdd  affimoiii  which  had  hitberta 
given  only  transient  relief,  now  appeared  to  have  recovered  it» 
•power.  ^^  Its  application  was  generally  followed  by  a  regular 
improvement  in  tne  pulse,  and  diminution  of  the  heat  of  the 
akin ;  and  it  was  seldom  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  it  many 
times  befiMre  the  fever  was  wholly  extinguished. "  (p.  25.)  With; 
•respect  to  the  use  of  cold  affusion,  Dr  Irvine  jusdy  states,  that 
**  no  specific  number  of  repetitions  can  be  prescribed  v  the  body 
u^  ifposaible^  to  be  kept  cool.  Sometimes  one  or  two  afiusiAis 
in  the  day-will  suffice  for  that  purpose :  s<Mnetimes  twenty  will' 
hAFdiy  be  enough."  (p.  SO.) 

The  tediousness  of  eonvaksceiice  was  very  remarkable,  espe- 
cially in  those  persons  whose  fever  had  not  been  interrupted  in 
its  course,  by  the  treatment  just  mentioned.  Sometimes  several 
months  elapsed  before  even  a  moderate  degree  of  strength  was 
restored.  « 

-    The  appearances  on  dissection,  in  those  who  died,  were  some- 
what various,  but  generally  confirmed  the  opinion  of  the  chi6f 
.  aeat  of  disease  being  in  the  head. 

**  In  some  cases,  nothing  very  remarkable  could  ber  or  was  dis* 
coveied,  in  the  brain  or  its  membranes.  In  others,  the  cerebral  veins 
were  turgid  with  blood,  in  many,  there  was  a  red  spot  on  the  dura 
.mater,  about  the  middle  of  the  longitudinal  sinus,  of  the  size  of  a 
dollar.  Sometimes  a  Hide  pus^  or  rather  inflammatory  exudation, 
appeared  about  this  spot.  Occasionally  the  convolutions  of^the  brain 
were  lined  with  .a  gelatinous  matter,  which  probably  consisted  of  se- 
rum included  in  cells  of  a  fine  membrane  resembling,  the  pia  mater. 
In  all  these  cases,  we  have  good  ground  to  infer  the  existence  of  ex- 
cessive action  at  one  period  of  the  disease ;  and  in  some  we  can  even 
discern  the  cause  of  the  comatose  state.  "* 

None  of  these  fevers  appeared  to  the  author  to  be  contagious, 
nor  could  he  ever  observe  any  thing  like  the  tendency  to  change" 
en  certain  days,  described  by  Hippocrates^  The  practice  of  that 
ancient  physician,  however,  which  consisted  of  bleeding  from 
the  arm,  shaving  ,the  bead,  and  applying  cold  to  it,  and  adnuui- 
stering  glysters,  approaches  nearly  te  wnat  the  best  inquiries  qf 
our  own  times  have  brought  uato  adopt.  Had  he  followed  the 
hint,  which  he  often  obsei*ved,  that  a  bleeding  from  the  nose  and 
ears,  in  fevers,  often  preceded  a  solution  f  and  had  he  overcome 
that  aversion  for  purgatives,  which  the  drastic  and  unmanage- 
able nature  of  his  active  cathartics  probably  inspired^  he  would 
doubtless  have  been  more  successful. 

Sbmetime  about  September,  the  author  observe,  in  begin- 
ning his  fourth  chapter,  the  fevers  of  Sicily  begin  to  assume  a 
lower  type :  they  are  attended  with  rather  more  shivering ;  the* 
headacn  it  less  violent ;  the  face  less  flushed ;.  and  the  tongue- 
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yellower.    The  pulse  does  ttot  oontiniie  'stvong-  fbr  «•  long  a  p^ 

riod  I  and  synipConis  of  debflttycome  «ii  earlier.    A  grest  maiir 

'«of  those  who  are  most  tioIbiiiIj  «fl«ctad»  heeome  emoadf^jJL 

iotr,  iN^tfaoat  anjr  dferaukm  of  their  -dboBderr  the'vloBMch  is 

'mime  irriuUe  than  in  the  sitnmisr  fevtmi  and  asOTtiof  dMurdbooa 

tis  often  -preseot.    ^Ilie  Toniting  is'biiioiiSt  ^mmI*  ^a  *dark* 

oblour^.  but  newr  Uad^,  as  far 'as  the  tanlher  obsevfed. 

times  die  liver  is  tender^  bot  net  ifreqnenily,  nor  •umadamMy  io. 

These  fisverfr  occasionally  nm  eta  td  a  great  (leoffth,  vpsihout  of- 

*«en  showing  any  ihii^  faiie  the  imefvattamikmAm  Am  pwrntwih 

hag  chapter^  but  the  patients  sometimes  die  snddeofy  with  apo- 

plectic  symptoms.    Dr  Irrine  tbniiEsllicy  differ ifrom  die fi>tnier 

'elass  of  <fisverst  most  partiouhirly  in  ^ihe  msreYapsd/appcoitewe 

'of  debihty  r  bot  lie  affirms,  that  vrfien  Ae  tnatientfeseesi  iimlf 

<«noiigh«  therlB  has  always  been  beadasfc,  flashing' of  ihe  <fisos;» 

redness,  or  at  lea&r  wateriness,  of  the  eyeSf  and  beatim;  of  -the 

-carotids;  symptoms  all  indicating  a  determination  tomeliead. 

<(fK  45.)    It  cannot:  be  doubted,  howemr,  ^iMe  i^pidiend,  that 

we  biliary  ^stem  is  also  eonsidetabTy  deranged  m  thcae  fesoa. 

NewBrdimess,  asyeHownessis^not  a*  ooMttmt  symptom,  (flippo- 

'otiates  thought  it  a'cood^symptomafter  the s6vailthday)r»M» 

-Dr  Irvine  ^s,  •<  it^dbes  not amear^ihatffererswtthout'^efcm- 

^ness  are  at  au  safer  than  those  with  it,^'  or,  of  course,  more-de- 

'leterious,  we  mav  conclude  with  iiSm,  *that  this  symptom  is  ndt 

'connected  with  the  essential  or  dahg^its  part  Of  fhe  disordttw 

««  Whedier  di^  earlier  debility,  ^  he  observes,  ^  ^ies  from  file 
mote  viokat  acdon  on  the  bf  aih,  *^  (  U  th^re  any  evidence  of  the  oc- 
cditenerof  more  violent  acdon  ?)  '^^or  from  some  odier  cause,  Iwdl 
'not  preftutne  to  determine :  but  I  can  safely  sute,  that  ^  same  sort 
of  treatment  which  I  have  used  in  the  summer  fevers,  alio  proved 
'successful  in  these.  The  effect  of  remedies  was  not  exactly  the  same 
iti  the  two.-  General  bleeding  was  not  so  useful,  and  much  less  fte- 
^qnendy  extinguished  die  disMse,  in  die  autumn.  TIm  necessity  df 
'purging  was  much  greater.  I  have  aho  remarked,  that  tbe^topncal 
-treatment  of  the  head  sometimes  extinguished  danger,  when*  from 
befaigttsed  after  the  feter  had  been  esuuisfaed  for  some  days,  it  could 
not  exdnguish  the  disordknr.  IThder  the  evacuating  system^  boldly 
ipursned  and  well  directed,  I  have  often  seen  the  symptoms  of  debs- 
•itty  diminish  and  vanish ;  and  never  yet  have  I  witnessed  any  ba<^ 
-eftct  from  it.  To  this  moment,,  indcedp.  I  have  lost  no  patient  in 
Ifever  treated  upon  the  n^pieal:  plan  as  early  as  the  thffd  day,  or  even- 
the  fourth.  '^  p.  4& 

Dr  Irvine  speaks  of  a  remarkable  sweHing  of  the  parodd 
glands,  which,  in  spite  of  «11  treatment,  goes  on  to  suppnratioiu 
imd  so  &r  from  being  of  a  critical  nature,  as  it  was  .esteemed  by 
jnaieat«iithoB»i  it  teminaisd  btal^y  in  M  4U  oassa  witnessed 
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"bj^  At  wdMw  (p.  44«)>  <<  I»  Aq  /I|o  mosl  remaritable  caaefl  06 
^tms  80ft»  ^  ({K  46.)  dbe  pctMiil^  wem  apparently  in  a  oonval6»- 
•«iM  flttue  iMMn  nh«i#  fiMMl  tMnonvs  began  to  qipear,  and  the 
Jhtt  atcwwwi  witb  la^ffe  Aa»>it»  orifliiwl'vtetettca  Oneoftlle«e< 
fMianls^  who-  waa  trotcd  inl  wm  leaebee,  eold  appltoation, 
and*p«rMi^  than  witk  poohices  and  femenltttiom,  and  afterwanti- 
wiiii-  bara,  wina,  and  ophNo,  died  comaiaae.  7%e  other,  treat* 
««d  hj  aeetum  of  tbe  tempoffak  aatery,  and' other  cvaonattons  topn 
cal  and  geoeralv  «bo  diei^  bat  not  comatose.  The  braiD»  after 
-dealliv  was  fennd  fiiHer  of  venous  blood  (ban  natural 

Dr  Iwiae  is  peFbana  not -mice  consistent  with  bimsdf  in  one 
ydmi^  Aflev  haprbig  inlbrmeo  as,  in  the  oatset,  that  these  fevem 
«ve  eonatandf  mukipSsd  bf  the  cbcamstanees  whieh  gLve^fke  to 
wianaala,  and  that  the  conae»on  of  stnikhig  efllnyia  with  fatal 
^ftvers  i»  noCoriona  among  tha^paeple,  he  now*  sajs,  (p^  48.) 

**  As  to  the  eofmexidtt  of  this  fort  of  fcter  with  n^arfh  mtsfinata,  I  ani 
at  a  lofli  what  to  fiiy.  It  is  hj  many  carifidered  as  a  remittent  fever.  1 
^  not  pretend  to  deeide  the  paint  1  I  am  arare  difpofedfeo  te^rd  heat  and 
mtefmota  as  ftecieenliy  coacanwg  ia  diArsat  ntatiae  dbgrccs  4f  Ibrca  to 
lyrodtica  ftatm  it  is  sartsasy  as  aof  mts^  that  th^  Sioilna  aatamnalfc- 
«•!«  wcra  oared  witboaft  hash)  and  thatris  atrpaianjiniUiiosfy.^by  fin 
the  gssatsr  naasbir),  no  tppsaaafee  of  aoy  inteimWan  or  mmifiiB  was 


He  iaof  opinioB}  however,  that  these  fcrers  are  not  infactiouaj 
aithooffh  he  is  not  so  decided  on  this  point  in  regard  to  the  au^ 
innHii^  as  to  the  summarepidMiic. 

Whan  these  fcvars  become  fairly  formed,  apd  therefore  ran 
their  ooorse,  hesays,  Aejdo  not  seem  to  be  OMich  in^uenced  bv 
any  method  of  treatment:  but  he  thinks  that  calomei  and  James^ 
powder  were  of  some^nse ;  probably  by  eocasioning  gentle  and 
continued  purging.  We  eould  have  wiihed  that  the  author  had 
giTen  us  some  account  of  the  ah^ine  excretions,  in  these  autuuK 
nai  fevers ;  as  we  are  persuaded  that  the  variations  of  the  feces 
affi>rd  the  most  important  indications,  as  to  the  administration 
•ef  purgatives,  on  the  one  Iiand,  and  to  the  time«whep  tbe  use  of 
the  bark  or  other  tonic  may  be  advantageously  commenced,  on 
the  other;  eapeciaUy  in  those  fevers  which  are  accpmpaoied  with 
yelfewness  of  the  skin,  and  other  obvious  proeb  of  the  disorder* 
«d  state  of  the  hepatid  system.  But  on  this  subject  the  author 
k  silent.  He  states,  in  rather  vague  terms,  that  **  touching  the 
mouth  with  mercury  is  sometimes  useful  in  cases  where  the  yel- 
Jowness  is  great ;  but  it  is  prejudicial  eaily  in  the  disorder.  '* 
He  ifl  not  satisfied  that  berk,  wine,  and  opium,  which  were  comr 
monly  administered  in  the  protracted  stages  of  the  disease,  were 
ever  oi  much  benefit  ^  but  he  admits,  that  in  this  opinioii  he  may 
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be  somewhat  influenced  by  prejtidiees  and,  from  haviii^  ^  _ 
tomed  himself  to  regard  the  early  arreatin^  of  the  ooorae  of  fie- 
▼ers  as  the  great  object  of  medical  pracfiioe  in  these  diseases, 
he  may  have  attendea  too  little  to  the  more  unoertaia  benefits  of 
other  modes  of  treatment  in  the  after  stana.  That  the  early 
application  of  active  remedies  is  the  moat  effectual  mo4e  of  sub* 
d^ing  fever,  every  practitioner  will  aHow }  but  we  (hin)c  that  ez* 
perience  will  by  no  means  sanction  that  sweeping  infensice 
which  our  author  is  disposed  to  take  up,  that  suiMequent  treat- 
ment will  net  materially  alter  both  the  duration  and  the  degree 
of  severity  of  fevers.  In  the  fevers  of  this  country,  it  most  as- 
Buredly  will :  and  it  is  perhaps  sufficient  to  mention  the  fact,  of 
which  we  have  witnessed  numerous  instances,  that  a  total  change 
0f  symptoms,  from  delirium,  with  frequent  small  pulse,  ferrety 
eyes,  black  tongue,  great  prostration  of  strength,  &c  to  perfect 
self-collection,  and  an  amendment  of  all  the  oUier  circumstances, 
has  been  produced  at  once  by  removing  the  patient  from  a  filthy 
and  ill- ventilated  apartment,  to  the  airy  ana  cleanly  ward  of  an 
hospital ;  and  a  speedy  recovery  has  ensued,  which  could  not 
have  be»  expected,  had  this  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
patient  not  been  thus  produced.  We  believe,  indeed,  with  our 
author,  that  when,  by  proper  evacuations,  the  local  aJSectum  of 
the  head  or  of  the  abdominal  organs  has  been  removed,  very  lit- 
tle bark  or  other  medicine  is  required,  in  general,  to  restore  the 
constitution  to  its  wonted  vigour. 

Dr  Irvine  concludes  this,  chapter  with  a  well  detailed  case, 
treated  by  his  friend  Dr  Farrell,  illustrative  of  the  benefits  of  the 
active  evacuations  in  the.  commencement  of  these  fevers.  In  the 
ensuing  chapter,  in  which  he  treats  of  the  mnterjevers,  he  mere- 
ly states,  that,  they  generally  run  a  mild  course,  very  analogous 
to  that  of  the  ordinary  cases  of  synochus  in  England,  although 
they  sometimes  assume  a  malignant  type,  and  imitate  the  fevers 
of  summer  and  autumn ;  and  that  they  hardly  ever  fail  to  yield 
to  the  four  grand  means  of  cure,  tq3ical  bleeding,  blistering,  cold 
affusion,  avp  purging;  and  require  less  activity  of  treatment  than 
the  other  fevers.  He  observes,  that»  on  the  one  hand,  the  cold 
iiffufiion  is  not  permanently  beneficial,  untU  the  morbid  action  in 
the  head  is  removed  by  evacuations ;  and,  on  the  other,  that 
when  this,  topical  affection  is  removed,  tlie  fever,  though  always 
mitigated,  does  not  necessarily  subside,  but  requires  the  cold  af- 
fusion, in  many  instances,  for  entirely  extinguishing  its  force. 
And  thus  he  thinks  an  obstruction  to  the  successful  employment 
4>f  the  cold  affusiqn,  of  which  Dr  Currie  was  not  aware,  is  easily 
4one  away. 
.    With  respect  to  the  section  of  the  temporal  artery,  which  ha$ 
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been  deem^  a  dangerous  opcratkHi  by  >  some  practitioner, .  Dr 
Irvine  makes  the  following  remarks. 

***  I  'have,  I  am  sure,  oraered  the  section  of  the  temporal  artety 
to  be  performed  at  least  *three  hundred  times,  and  I  never  saw  ai^ 
accident,  howe^rer  slight,  occur  -but  once,  and  that  was  merely  the 
|(MS  of  a  very  few  ounces  of  blood  during  the  night,  by  which  the  pa^ 
tieot  was  much  benefited*  This  arose  from  the  artery  not  being  cut 
across  after  the  opecation,  which  effectually  prevents  any  danger* 
The  artery  may  be  opened  either  with  the  lancet  or  scalpel,  but  the 
latter  is  best,  fiy  judiciously  selecting  the  part  to  be  cut,  it  may  be 
-opened  several  times  on  each  side  without  any  inconvenience :  and  the 
cases  are  very  few  indeed,  so  few  as  to  be  unworthy  of  consideration, 
in  which  a  great  deal  of  blood  may  not  be  obtained  by  a  dexterous 
operator  from  some  part  of  the  head. "     p.  63. 

In  the  sixth  chapter,  the  author  briefly,  and  witK  becoming 
<!aution  as  to  the  use  of  hypotheses  and  analogical  inferences^ 
in  scientific  inquiries,  suggests  the  probable  advantages  of  this 
practice  in  other  climates.  In  the  propriety  of  this  suggestion 
we  acquiesce  to  a  considerable  extent ;  since  every  day's  experi- 
ence has  tended  to  confirm  the  notion,  that  many  of  our  own  fe;-' 
vers,  which  are  characterized  by  a  typhoid  disposition,  but  in 
which  the  functions  of  the  sensorium  are  disturbed,  or  other  obvi- 
ous marks  of  congestion,  or  disordered  vascular  action  in  the  en- 
cephalon  occur,  are  allowed  to  pnss  into  the  typhoid  type  from 
an  omission  to  remove  that  morbid  condition  of  the  head,  by  local 
evacuants,  in  the  outset.  Indeed,  although  there  may  be  a  muk 
tltudeof  routinists^  who  continue  to  apply  wine  and  bark  as  soon 
as  they  hear  the  word  **  fever, "  we  are  sure  that  no  thinking  and 
observing  physician  now  employs  those  medicines  in  the  early 
stages  of  am/ Jever^  in  this  country :  and  we  are  equally  persuaif-* 
cd,  from  observation,  that,  if  the  prejudices  of  education,  and  the 
shackles  of  hypothesis  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  .debility,  were 
cast  awav,  the  same  medicines  would  be  shunned,  jeven  in  the  late 
stages  of  U'phoid  fevers,  wherever  delirium  and  restlessness,  ac- 
xompaniecf  with  flushed  countenance,  and  suiFused  and  ferrety 
eyes,  occurred.  Nevertheless,  that  there  are  fevers,  which  may 
be  strictly  termed  gastric  fevers,  in  which  Che  head  suflFers  only 
by  sympathy  with  die  stomach  and  hepatic  system,  and  which 
are  to  be  cured  by  remedies  operating  upon  these  organs  only  and 
directly,  we  think  observation  wiH  also  evince,  at  least  in  this 
country.  It  is  in  these,  perhaps,  more  particularly,  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  full  and  repealed  purging  is  evinced  by  the  striking  be- 
nefits which  result  from  it,  as  depicted  by  Dr  Hamilton.  Dr 
Irvine  strongly,  and  we  are  disposed  to  believe,  very  justly,  re- 
commends tne  consideration  of  this  plan  bf  topical  evacuation  to 


9Mr     Drlfvhoe$Ob^tiXfa$(mmo9^tkeDU$»if^Ski^     M^ 

liU faratbnfei' wMuir tiM trQ|>ie8i  mAuwitm to the^iriytt^ppwt- 
«ioii  of  the  jrelbw  fever. 

ItitettnittniK  alid  reniltNi a  fevlnr*  fonn  lh«  subjett  oC  diftpler 
4ev»tls  and  ar«  diteuwed  wiarbre^ty^ibot  elicit  i^tta  iill«iwili»^ 
jMPsctieai  remarlrtf.  intermitteii*  «re  ▼eff5^  eomnoar  in  Smiy  or 
die  itttmiiM,'  Md  sddoai'fiital:  TbedafelMNivapfeaiMbta  l«  riM 
ittost  efR^tinil  tetany ;  but  tfrwnie  and  tke  Miif^aie  ef  ciiiv  ii«»tf 
ia]^  powerful  agents}  and  Iktk'  tfr  tio  |M^^iowevAc«fClitwiMiiP 
]f^uir^.  If  the  patoe  was'sti^i^^,  tfne  Hilftii  ftayiec^  Md  more 
itendikch  d^tin  ttsviaf  ock^anred,  wim  a  simie of  ifeat  iir  tiieatou 
toacb, '  th)e  ^ul^hate  of  dnc,  given  in  db!M  of  a*  gfaih  and^  a  htitt 
^very  two  hours'  during  die  intentfisriony  wi^b  monr  soecessfiif 
than  tlie  bark.  ''  It  seemed  to  remove  tAe  ihfiluUniiftoir^  cfiathe- 
mMf  and  often  cared  the  fever  afone.  **'  In  all  cases  it  rcndSeveii 
fess  bark  naeessairy.  Dr  Irvine  found  fear  fevers  that  resisted"  the 
aclioii  of  arsenic  for  Hiore  than  three  d'ays,  and  never  saw  any 
£Q  efiect  horn  it.  He  rentarks,  hovrever,  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  idiosyncrasy  in  d^ese  diseases*  One  man  wiU  be  cured 
fiooner  hj  bark»  another  by  arsenic,  and  a  third  by  su^liaCe  of 
sine :  whence  the  author  sekfom  continued  the  use  of  any  one 
of  these  more  than  two  days^  unless  obvious  advantage  waa  de- 
riyed  from  it.  * 

«  With  respect  to  remittent  fevers,  tftey  are  mnch  less  miHiaipe- 
able  by  medicihe.  In  some  cases,  which  occur  in  the  summer, 
fileeding  suddenly  odnvcrts  them  into'intermittents;  but  the  au- 
tumnal reinittents  will  not  bear  this  treatment,  unless  verjf  earfy 
^ised ;  the  symptoms  of  debility  soon  ensues.  *'  The  most  bene- 
^eiat  practice  in  duch  a  state,  -'  the  au^or  oE^serves,  <*  has,  ac- 
cording to  my  experience,  consisted  m  actiTe  purging,  whi<£  is 
of  ttie  greatest  benefit.  Cinchona  is  of  littFe  service,?  unless  in 
pretty  clear  remission?.  Wine  in  the  latter  stipes  cannot  be  ie- 
frained  from. "    p.  7d. 

-  The  eighth  chapter,  wh ich  relates  to  dysentery,  contaha  a  good 
account  of  that  disease ;  but  little  novelty  id  respect  to  t&e  treat* 
xnent.  On  the  whole,  Dr  Irvine  does  not  seenv  to  have  been^  sut 
iiciently  aware  of  the  vahie  of  opiates,  combined  with  purgativa 
xaedicines ;  although  the-ca<ie  of  Champiofty  which  he  r3ates# 
and  whicd  resisted  the  free  use  of  the  latter  for  a  long  time,  anu 
yielded  only  when  opium  was  likewise  administered,  afibrds  a 
striking  example  of  the  fact.  (p.  68.)  He  jiistly  remarks,  that 
ftcybala  are  by  no  means  ccmstantly  or  even  freqiiently  diadunrg* 
ed  in  dysentery,  and  therefore  cannot  be  deemed  toe  tease  of 
the  diisease.  He  recommends  oil  of  turpentine,  applied  to  the 
abdbmen  in  flannel,  as  a  rubefacient,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
ihe  pain  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  $  and  anodyne  glysters. 


of  fitoncb  Audli^  whiekjaMjl  he  v^peated  thvee  tioies'i^^agr^  as 
«4b«>dui|(,Biadli relief  Unllie  bM^lB. 

PJUikmB  is-  ymgf  oosimoa  and  vei^  fiual  io  Sieily,  fijbere  it  i» 
gBsanlly  boliemi  biit  wfftafviiBs  ivttfcmii  any  femdatimiv  x^  be 
cMtagioiMr  ^verdMksartlMr  amov  affirms^  Aat  if  tha  phtbiai* 
cal  *^  yalieBt  i^caMfiilio  0Mtfd  against  dia  haalfofi  thesomiiierf 
fa»  feauMwj^  UNibiD'  dooasr  j»  the  miiklk  ef  tbe  day,  a^d  ta  pnir  • 
iMda  iMf'niir  tha>  AiBiaaw-  af  iba  caldev  ticaiioiij  bj  inrepaviog  a 
iKHMetorUao^naeeaiiHiMKlatiaiiy  aatfiM'oetliiii^a.fiva^pIacaar 
titevay  ha  wiU  fiad  the  Sicilian  cUHuUe^  if  naf  die  bast  in  Aa- 
vTDfMn  al  feaat  g>«a%  mara  caagiNiial  to  bis  faame  tbaa  thrfoot 
and  sains  of  EngiMd^  the  efiaata  af  iiihich  aa  caae  can*  astin^ 

In  aha|AaMtanlkaiidrdefeBth'Waha«e^iK>iM  Wiaf  ahsaf^^ 
rdativeta^A^ialslwaiidrikiiifMiUMi  The  cbaoaic  haaatftb  is  moaar 
coBsmon  thaa  the  wsntJt^  A  niarbid  AiaCa  ef  bacqr,  eanseeted. 
with  hepatic  deraagetnent,  in  which  the  patiaat  ia  adhiw^  wade* 
IjTV  Imea  hiaa|jMpatila»  has  a  fbultataguak  and  is  costive#f  avdsoaie- 
times' sliahtly  vvarish  in  the  e^wnii^  oeearain  thaaadof  smb- 
woofs  ana  is  speedily  MUeved  b^  d«ly  Mdessaat  paigiw,  kgr  means 
cf  which  an  iainiiBase  %aanuiy  eF  bSe  ia^carvied  offT  Thesnt*^ 
phale  of  aine  is  sametiaiea  oambiaed  with  the  catbarlies  with  ad« 
yantaggf  m  this^  camphiat»  Rbeamadsoi  iamie  of  the  aieaAcoa^ 
moa  diseases  ia  Sici^r  end  neaalgF  as  ebstiaate  as  id  this  coun- 
tiy.  Thechfanic  disease  yielded  most  wadily  taraetenty,  which* 
was  kitaradiioid  into  the  Mrstem  by  firicUon^  and  bark  was  fbmid 
of  litde  serviaey  eaoept  where  tbeA  was  great  debility  and  enaacK 
2j&asL  frem  oChev  causes.  The  wavai  bath  was  io  general  ^  of 
wmderfldly  little  nee''  in  this  fasin  of  rheaassdMi* 

The  work  is  eeadaded  fay  some  observations  on  the  me£cal 
useof  &ora#y  and  oa  try&ipda^f  which  compose  the  twelfth  chap* 
ter.  A  saimiMi  of  boraai«  in  the  praportioii  of  half  a  grais  to 
^n  ownce  ef  watert  ia  oonsidened  bv  the  author  aa  a  most  dPe^- 
tual  remedy  for  the  ulceration  which  takes  place  behind  the  ears, 
of  children,  and  which  solutions  of  lead  do  not  cure.  We  should 
be  disposed,  howerer,  to  doubt  thepernrnnency  of  such  a  cure; 
since  the  disease  has  generally  appeared  to  us  to  be  in  some  mea* 
sure  constitutional,  and  to  yiela  readily  to  small  doses  of  meicu* 
rials,  acting  gently  upon  the  bowels  daily,  independently  of  any 
particular  lom  application.  Dr  Irvine  ibund,  that  this  boracie 
solution  was  altogether  usel^s,  when  applied  to  the  inilamma^ 
tion  of  the  pudenda  in  children,  which  he  had  conceived  to  be 
an  analogous  complaint,  and  which  yields  readily  to  a  weak  so- 
lution of  acetate  of  lead. 


Sf6       Or  Xrvinefi  OUiroiHa9i»  on  the  Oiseasei  cflSkikf^-      laly 

The  purport  of  llie  autlior*s  observations  on  erysipelas,  is  to 
defend  the  practke  ^  applying  refiigerant  lotions\o  the  skin  in 
that  disease,  especioDy  weak  sohitions  of  lead.  This  practice  is 
also  commended  by  other  writers;  *  and,  for  oar  own  parts,  we 
have  been  in  the  constant  habft  of  employing  cooling  lotions, 
such  as  equal  parts  of  aq.  ammoniae  acetatse  and  water,  &C  in 
erysipelatous  inflammation,  with  great  benefit,  and  with  imme* 
diate  relief  to  the  feelings  oi^  the  patient,  which  the  appliCatk>n 
of  farinaceous  powders  most  commonly  a^^ravated,  or  failed  to 
relieve :  but  very  able  surgeons  deprecate  the  indiscriminate  use 
of  (hem.f  Dr  Irvine  has  not  found  the -saturnine  solutions  of 
any  advantage  *<  in  the  tone  which  surrounds  the  waist,  and  is 
ai^companied  with  a  pustular  eruption.  *'  The  term  vesietiar 
eruption  would  have  been  more  correct;  for  such  it  invariably, 
is  in  the  first  days  of  the  disease:  and  as  to  diorteningits  course, 
vre  believe  it  were  as  easy  to  abbreviate  the  duration  of  die  smaD- 
pox:  It  will  only  terminate  at  its  usual  period.  1  It  is  proper! v 
n«;7e«.  «•<!  n^  an  enrnnek..  ^^' 

On  the  wboie,  ibis  little  v<riaine  is  entitled  to  a  considerable 
shave  of  praise.  It  is  obviously  the  work  of  a  man  of  independ« 
ent  mind,  who  views  disease  with  a  clear  and  unwarned  under- 
standing,— hullius  addictus  jurare  in  verba  magistri.  The  dispo- 
sition to  generalize  too  relbdily  from  a  few  strikmg  cases,  is  a 
fault  into  which  all  men  are  more  or  less  liable  to  faU,  and  wliick 
we  cannot  but  suspect  that  our  author  has  not  riways  avoided. 
But  we  think  that  the  general  principles  upon  which  he  ootii* 
liaonly  proceeds,  are  sack  as  all  men  of  unbiassed  observadon 
are  every  day  concurring  to  adopt ;  and  that  they  cannot  be  too 
often  or  too  strongly  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  profession 
at  large;  among  many  of  whom  it  is  painful  to  observe  the  root- 
cid  abnorrence  of  gratifying  the  cajk  of  nature  and  instinctive 
sensation,  the  constant  tears  of  repulsion  and  metastasis,  of  ob-' 
structin^  excretions  and  interrupting  discharges,  which  have  no 
better  foundation  than  ancient  hypotheses,  whidi  th^  wouH 
now  blush  to  defend. 


*  See  Cooper's  Dictionary  of  Practical  Surgery,  and  also  tus  First  LIhes  of  the 
IVactica  of  Surgery. 

t  See  Pearson's  Principles  of  Surgery,  Chap.  x.  Sect  i. 

t  Sec  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal  for  April  1811.  p.  239. 
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II. 

CansuHhtions  de  Meiecme^  de  M.  Barthez,  Medecin  de  sa  Ma- 
jest^  TEmpereur,  et  du  Gouvemement ;  et  des  MM.  Bou« 
vARTy  FouQUET,  LoRRY  et  Laa(M£«  a  Paris^  1807.  52  tomes 
8vo.  pages  lOiO, 

Acdebrated  physkian,  such  as  Bartfaez  was^  after  passing  a 
long  life  in  sttccessfuUy  teaching  and  practising  bis  art,  could 
not  perlmps  bequeacb  a  more  acceptable  and  useful  legacnjr  to  pos- 
terity, than  a  record  of  his  consultations,  -dictated  in  the  spirit 
of  those  now  before  us.  •  This  b  indeed  a  mode  of  diHiising  me- 
dical instruction,  which  we  should  be  weH  pleased  to  mention 
more  frequently.  It  seems  to  us  to  stand  in  the  same  relation 
to  general  system  of  medicine  or  monographs,  that  clinical 
lectures  do  to  systematic  discourses  of  practical  medicine,  and 
to  have  the  same  advantages  in  point  of  instruction.  We  fol* 
low  the  veteran  practitioner  into  the  bedi>rooms  of  the  sick,  and 
deliberate,  with  him  in  his  doset,  on  their  respective  cases,  and 
thus  become  £Euniliar  with  his  diagnostics,  his  indications,  and 
his  pei^uliar  practice. 

The  consultations  of  Barthcz  lose  somewhat  of  their  intrinsic 
value  to  the  English  reader,  from  the  pathological  language  in 
which  they  are  couched,  conveying  views  and  qpinions  not  quite 
orthodox,  and  from  the  frequent  prescription  of  mimerous  sim- 
ples deemed  by  us  inert,,  and  not  only  banished  from  our  prac- 
tioe,  but  eatpuBged  from  our  pharmacopoeias.  Yet  these  con« 
eultations  are  evidently  dictated  by  a  great  master  in  the  art. 
And  we  think  th«m  peculiarly  interesting  as  models  of  carelul 
deliberation*  well  worthy  the  imitation  of  others.  .  The  case  Bub«* 
milted  to  him  is  minutely  considered,  and  his  general  opinion  of 
its  natuire  and  tendency  fully  exposed  $  the  indications  for  con- 
ducting the  cure,  and  th^  future  treatment  of  the  patient,  are 
next  perspicuously  delivered.  In  doing  this,  he  anticipates  also 
those  changes  which  nuiy  take  place  in  the  course  of  the  disease ; 
and  he  provides,  accordingly,  for  all  the  probable  varying  cir- 
cumstances of  the  casFC. 

The  consultations  lure  necessarily  long ;  a  circumstance  which 
we  regret,  only  because  it  interieres  with  what  we  intended,  a 
iransiaiion  of  one  or  two  of  them,  for  the  satisfaction  of  our 
readers.  We  shall,  however,  select  the  shortest,  as  a  single  spe- 
cimen of  his  manner.    It  is  entitled,  **  Premature  Puberty ^  fol- 


lowed  t)y  rappnession  s  mebmdiolic  aAectioos  i  palpitaticHisof  the 
beart. '' 

**  The  young  lady  who  has  done  me  the  honoor  to  solicit  my 
is  in  her  thirteenth  year^  and  of  a  melandioMc  tempeia- 
tneot.  The  catamenia appearedat  liie^ueof  eight yieazai^  and 
she  ocmtinued  to  menstruate  periqdii»^,  for  five  successive 
montfis;  She  was  then  plump,  and*  her  breasts  well  d^ek^aed. 
Beinff  sent  to  a  coapvanV^  she  oeeame  hypocKoochiac  hi  aa  ainrm- 
ing  ^^ee,  and  firom  that  time  began  to  be  sensiMeoC  sl^gktpi^ 
pitation  of  the  heart.  These  symptoms,  at  first  neglected^  be- 
saflMi  daily  ntoreserimis.f  to  diesiippfCBsiMi  of  the  wcasaa  sy» 
eeeded  a  ponskiit  leuQorvhoM ;  and  nam  thoyalpitolioMi  «f  the 
h^savt  hasi  become  wolent».  aod  even  audible  at  a  ceslw  i 
anA  aGcompanied  by  vis&h  thnAbaigs.  o£  the  annUk. 

^  She  ccNRsplaifis  of  panis  of  the  stomach  p  ia  dreadfiiliy 
eiated»  and  bw  fiieeis  woairdL  ShebextnariyfceblevMkicaa 
sGweely  cnMsi  iroBft  one  itism  to  anather  $  nothjiitg  iiatoffiJls  oa 
amuses  her  ;  she  is  subject  tm  frbriie  parooDysma;  she  noagjhs  a 
Ijead  deat  tfaroi^  ihr  day,,  but  aiyi  mans  wboi.  a-bad^  llw 
jbegiunhig  of  tiiis  disesae  was  the  aippeessiaM  <»£  AeaMBsca  ait 
ler  a  poremaiare  appeaiance  ofdum.  The  mhappy  ciffcumstaa-> 
eeacomieeited  wilh  ner *  coa£aemeBt  to  a  coorenlt  oeoasioBedthis 
suppression,,  wfaidi  waa  succeeded  but  not  repboed  by  a 
rhoeal  discharge  of  a  bad  quaUty.  Then  theheaftbecstBapat 
fallysfiectedj  Ist,  becasMa  il  had  to  sustain,  BM)ralha»aayalber 
orgaa^  d»e  yieifnA  efbcts  ctf  the  pasHoas  of  tka  roW,  of  the 
msBis  of  tlka^ilienae  1«sse^  ss^ 

tnese  vessels  akojnkl  have  ewicuatcd  i  2diy,  because^  at  tbia  tondca 
agCb  it  was  too  weak  to  rci^  such  powctfbl  impressians*. 

'*  This  jdises^  of  the  hei^  having  been  n^lscisd,  saama  toWaa 
become  extremely  alaromgii  It  is  scarcely  pmiaUa  that  it  eaokava 
aubsisted  for  ifaree  or  fooar  veers  fiom  acaosennvehr  aervoos*  and 
Whottth.«ing  induced  Jmm^,  or  Moie^'orfs^^ekno. 
^rf* iheheart.  Intkiscaae,  wecaneqiecttodolittlemoiwlkaato 
check  its  progress  by  an  approfaiate  rcgimeny  and  paUiativa  me* 
ihod  of  cure.  Still,  howevtf ,  if  this  Jesioa  of  the  heart  ^eaosist 
in  a  lesser  degree  of  clilatation,  and  equally  afiecthig  its  diffwcnt 
parts  proportioBaily,  it  might  be  possible,  widi  time,aBd  tha  iw» 
establishment  of  the  catamenia,  to  restore  the  heart  to  its  Batmal 
atate. 

<<  But  a  we  may  flatter  ourselves  that  success  diaB  attend  the 
treatment  directed  to  the  disease  of  the  heart,  it  can  only  happen 
in  so  far  as  we  shall  be  enabled  to  care  the  nervous  consumptioa 
ivith  which  it  is  compliclit^  The  affisctions  of  the  mind  and 
body  which  accompanied  the  interruption  of  the  menses,  have  pro* 


jUltU  AtfdM,  CfamtJteMiiMV  ie  MaUme.  AM 

-ikami  Ah  iiMmmipdan,  ?iAiidi  is  iiveD  dbaranteriMd  ibfrthe  .ex- 
treme emaciation,  the  prostnttion  -ef  istrenj^h,  ihe  ttomiicb  com- 
-fduiiti«  Hbe teolie ipmwymj  Its.  Bmh if  thedifease of ithe 
aiMM  ibodd  witftvowsimniediittsly^moitd^t there  it  raascm.tofear 
Jm ' tiik  ismmatuptUm  may Jtermitmtte^  by'sitppiiratioB-  6(  the  loiig% 
^asmiieh'asfibe'bas  a  imioom  and  pumlenc  diMharge'from  £e 
tfiftnia,  ^Bul  is  aolitaify  tafflictied  onA  a  .congh.  This  eough  >majr 
^dwl tbeoMieaaoiiad, aorom km  aggmvatedby Ibe^diffiaiut  pasa* 
mg6  of  die^blMd  cthnough  .the  pnlmonarv  veMm,  in  eanseqaenca 
<of<dieorgantc  Itaian^f  the  Jianrt;  andtthis  obetruotion  in  the  cir- 
.^culation,  »wittaIgD>aaoomit  ferlbeipofiiNlfaiDd^bloated' appearance 
0f  the  face  f  the  return  of  the  hlood  iby  the  Tena  oava  superior 

^'iHieindkatiunsiwfaichioflbr  themelvesaret  Ut,  toobwte 
"die  iriioieiitii^itadon  dfithebbofl  and  humours,  and  to  moderate 
kthe  faairitiial  convdsive  motimi  of  the^heart,  by  fa?ottriag  thena- 
Umai  «ic0ietioiia,  byi  lessening' the  ^^lelhora,  and  hy4he.nse  of  re- 
jlyigawm ts>mA antigpaMnodics 4  ddlyytocontbatthenewoustconi- 
iaiimptlon,  -bj^ria'^pasevieiing  use  of  an  antihectic  regtmep»  and  of 
lacrengdieningremadife,  whioh  loo^^to  i)e  -managed  with  mucb 
-prudem^  Mlf^  nf  ^wb  tanceed  -in  )any  gveat  degree,  in  reesta- 
blishing the  constitution,  to  endeavotar  to-se»tore -die  menstrual 


'^  tlat,  We  muat  cndeatoonto'preserve  &finee  4tate  of  the  bovceU 
Msd  Atn.  fSfaeipalient  shoold  ^ery  moniiiig>IAke  a  lavement  of 
n»arin  water;  mndiif  tbat^do  not^.sumoientl^  answer  the- purposor 
'ghe  ahouid  take  «t>  coiir'feoient  inlervals,  aoidaioas  and  salme  pur- 
tgatires,  snth  aa.tamarinds,  xiream  of  tartar,  «Bpson  salt. 

**  tTo  promoteperspicackMi,  gfotleexeroise  in  a  carriage,  daily 
IMd«graaoai}yprotoaging.thef length  of  the  rides,  will  be  usefot 
4^$fte  musfbe  taken  to  'avoid  cbld.^  If  occastonaHy  there  occur 
iauKi^freqnailt  attavks  ofi  fever,  increased  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
and  odier  aymptMnKtrcfirraMeto  an  iacPBaaeof  plethora,  relative 
4»1laorganism,/reeoaxse:niust4>e]iadior8maU  blood^lettiags,  &nv 
icnr^ve  ounces 'fisT'examfde,  Tend  repeated- according  to  the  pees* 
'•aure  of 'the  indioatba,  lo  remedy  immediate  danger  connected 
iwithilhe  disease  of  thelkeart:  lln  repeating  these  bleodJettings, 
lk>wever,  attention>nu]sllbe  paid  to  the  coot  mi  indication  present- 
'tA  by  the  slate  of  itfae  patieatVslrei^;th.      ^ 

**  iF^T"  a  long  time,  the  patient  will  take  daily,  •  two  ounces  of 
^teffekaWed  #hey,  to 'wkith^are^tO' bemadded  adraehBhofnitrev 
^WttWD'.duneesof 'tbe'dtstiiied  water  .of  tbe^  flowers  of  thegaU 
Jiwm'Virram,  (oatHe'lait).    She  wilt  take  aa  drink. in  the  course  of 
wsiebi4fly,  several  g|asldEaIs  of  m  decodioa  of  oMBge*  leaves,  pre* 
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pared  by  boiling  a  lar^e  Bandfiil  of  ibose  leaves,  in  three  pounik 
of  water,  tilt  one  Half  is  consumed. 

«<  When  the  attacks  of  palpitation  are  iQoat  violent,  she  mtq  tir- 
perience  relief  from  drinking  bakn  tea;  taeach  cupfiil  of  midi 
must  be  added  a  few  drops  of  Hoffman's  anodyne  mineral  liquor. 
If  sfeep  be  prevented  by  the  palpitations,  the  cough,  or  other  ir- 
ritations during  the  night,  she  should  be  directed  to  bathe  her  feet 
in  warm  water  before  going  to  bed,  and  take  a  dose  of  aoftening 
anodyne  emulsion,  prepared  by  expression  from  the  g^reater  coM 
seeds»  and  those  of  the  white  poppy,  the  decoction  of  the  roots 
of  the  nymphaea,  and  the  syrup  of  the  papaver  erraticuni;  bat 
she  must  refrain  from  narcotics. 

<<  The  patient  must  live  temperately,  still,  however,  in  a  man- 
ner that  shall  not  increase  the  debility,  but  on  the  contrary^  so 
as  gradually  to  raise  her  strength  if  possible.  Her  daily  nourish- 
ment should  be  divided  into  several  meals.  She  moat  avoid  aU 
food  which  is  heating,  or  of  difficult  digestion,  and  all  hot  and 
spirituous  drinks.  Her  supper  should  be  very  light,  and  sbe 
should  not  go  to  bed  till  two  or  ^ree  hours  afterwards.  It  would 
be  proper  that  she  confine  herself  chiefly  to  a  vegetable  regimen, 
and  the  liberal  use  of  sorrel,  cresses,  and  other  pol-herba  amimd- 
ing  in  acid  or  nitrous  salts. 

**  After  persevering  a  sufficient  time  in  the  use  of  the  sedative 
and  antispasmodic  remedies  prescribed,  you  may  combine  with 
them  tonics,  which  must  still  be  given  with  much  reserve,  and 
by  ^low  increases.  The  first  of  these  will  be  the  bark,  afler  each 
dose  of  which,  she  should  take  whey,  chicken  broth,  or  other  de* 
mulcent  drinks,  to  which  a  little  nitre  may  be  added  ^  for  the  same 
purpose,  she  might  also  use  any  light  bitter  stomachic  infiision, 
a  decoction  of  santal,  &c.  The  patient  should  be  amasad,  and 
her  mind  diverted  from  the  melancholic  ideas  with  which  she  is 
affected ;  above  all,  strong  emotions,  so  hurtful  .to  persons  a^ 
tacked  with  palpitations,  should  be  earefiiily  avoided. 

'<  If  the  foregoing  remedies  are  attended  with  the  hoped  suc- 
cess, recourse  should  then  be  hitd  to  varions  means  for  restoring 
the  flow  of  the  menses:  In  case  they  shoukl  not  return'  as  the  , 
constitution  improves,  then  small  blood-lettings  may  be  practised 
from  the  foot;  and  repeated  according  to  circumstances. 

<*  Their  flow  may  also  be  assisted  by  w««m  pediiuvia,  and  fu- 
migations witb  aqueous  vapour ;  a  plaster  of  galbanum  should  be 
kept  constantly  applied  to  the  soles  of  the  feet  On  disooverinf 
the  cause  which  continues  to  oppose  the  return  of  the  oatame- 
nia,  it  will  become  necessary  to  oppose  the  appropriate  remedies 
aperitives,  and  antihysterics ;.  bat  it  will  be  prudent  Xx^ttbtiA 
from  emmenagogues,  and  stimtilants. " 
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It  is  to  be  r^etted  that' we  are  geoeraOy  left  ignOQrant  of  the 
tennination  of  uiose  cases  which  are  the  subjects  of  consultation: 
the  histories  are  thus  incomplete,  and  we  have  not  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  the  effects  of  the  advice  and  prescriptions  given. 
This  was,  however,  most  likely  unavoidable.     Barthez  appears 

Snerally  to  have  been  consulteid  by  writing.     His  answers  were 
erefore  full,  and  methodical ;  but  in  most  instances,  he  would 
hear  no  more  of  his  patients. 

It  is  one  advantage  of  this  collection,  whidi  in  some  measure 
reconciles  us  to  this  desideratum,  that  the  cases  are  not  meve 
memorabilia,  selected  because  they  are  cui^ious,  or  rare,  and  un- 
common. They  are  generally-  ordinary  ca$es,  of  daily  occur- 
rence. For  the  purposes  of  clinical  instruction,  we  deem  this 
an  advantage  ;  and  we  have  oden  thought  our  clinical  teachers 
erred  in  their  anxiety  to  select  the  most  uncommon,  durious,  or 
complicated  cases  which  the  ho^ital  presents  for  the  instruction 
of  their  pupils. 
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IJlustraiions  of  Madness;  exhibiting  a  smgntar  Case  cf  Imankji^ 
and  a  no  less  remarkable  Differefwe  in  Medieal  Opinion^  deve^- 
loping  the  Nature  of  Assailmentj  and  the  Manner  of  tt^orking 
Events:  with  a  Description  of  the  Tortures  experienced  by 
Bomb'burstingf  Lobster- crackingf  and  lengthening  the  Brain. 
Embellished  with  a  curious  Plate.  By  John  Haslam.  8yo.. 
pp.  SI.     London,  1810. 

Tames  Tilly  MATTHEwa,  whose  case  has  given  rise  to  tiris 
^     curious  publication,  was  admitted  a  patient  into  Bethletn 
'  Hospital,  by  a  petition  f?om  the  parish  officers  of  Camberwell, 
on  the  28th  of  January  1797.  •  Although  his  insanity  was  then 
'  most  evident,  yet  his  relatives- did  not  possess  the  faculty  of  per- 
ceiving his  disorder.    After  one  year's  residence  in  the  hospital, 
he  was  put  upon  the  incurable  establishment;  and  in  this  s}tua- 
.  lion  he  has  continued  till  the  present  time.     In  the  year  1 809, 
.  his  relatives  again  interfered ;  and  confiding  in  their  own  opjnir 
^  on,  that  he  wa^  of^^ound  mind,  and  possessed  tlie  proper  direc- 
.  tioa of  hia  iotelkcu,.  neqiifltted  .that  he  jnig^t  .be  discharged. 
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>to  two  Very  r$s^p9ctMe  physidaiM,  *Bn  SiiUbeck 
«nd  ^itttepbttck,  to  visit  Mr  Matthews,  who  pronouneed  him 
perfectly  reeovei^edi  and  affirmed  tbe  sameeii'oath  in  the  Court 
f)f  KingfB  Bench.  The  medieal  offieers  of  Betblem  fIeq>itA 
considefed  this  patient  insam^,  and  they  assenibled  a  consoka- 
tion  of  the  most  eminent  men  cf  the  'Royal  College,  who,  ftftar 
ti'd^berate^eafaminalion,  made  oath,  that  hewas'in  a  most  de- 
ranged state  of  intellect,  and  whdly  unfit  to^be  at  krge. 

We  sdialKnot  slep  eat  of  our  department  to  inqum  into  this 
femarkaUe  difierenee  in  medicalopmion,  especiiUly  siiioea  ooun- 
ter^rtatement  of  the -affair  has  been  atfv^tised  by  oneof  ikedi^ 
sentient  physicians.  Untitthat  render  has-been  read,'it  wooU 
be  wrong  for  us  to -say  more,  4han  to  express  a 'hope,  thst  dbe 
controversy  will'be  carried  on  with  less  acrimony  &an  what  is 
already  cfisplayed  in  the  'b^inning^  for  sur^Fr  madness  can  be 
fflustrated,  withoutspeaking  disparagingly  (if  doctors  of  physic. 

That  Mr  Matthews  labonrs  under  mental  derangement,  or,  in 
other  words,  that  he  is  mad,  there  earn  be  scarcely  a  doobt  in  the 
mind  of  any  man  who  is  in  his  sober  senses,  and  is  unbiassed 
and  undeaeived  by.pr^dice;  This^  unfortunate  nmninc  ^aeemsla 
be  affected  with  uie  morbid  habit  of  watching  bis  own  sensations 
so  closely,  aUd  he  sees  every  thing  through  the  discolouring  and 
distorting  glass  of  his  disorder^  imagmation,  that  he  has  brought 
on  a  train  of  diseased  feelings,  kna  endures  therein  the  s(btu<«V 
suffering  which  he  describes,  from  an  imaffkiaiy  cause.  His  pe» 
snKar  opinioroma^bemdgedorbydieM^^  Soose 

^f  the  histovy  is  fiutbfiilly  cGf>ied  from  the  loanusoifpt  of  the,pa* 
tient  himself;  and  the  whole,  is  said  to  have  been  oolkcted  firom 
him  since  the  termination  of  the  legal  proceeding. 

**  JVIr.M.  tnfifti,.  thst  in  fome  apsrtmeat  jiaar  J^opdon  Wall>  there  is 
a  gang  of  villains,  profoundly  ikHled  in  pneumatic,  chemiftry,  who^afl 
htm  by 'means  of  an  air-loom,.  A  defcription  of  this  formidable  fDttru« 
ment  will  be  given  hereafter ;  but  he  is  ^erCiackd  that  an  aacauat  pf  it 
|S  to  be  found  in  Chambers's  Dictionary,  edited  by  Dr  Rees  in  1783, 
:uoden the  article Xoeoit  and  ,that  its  figure.is,tobe  (jeen  in  oaeof-tfae 
.plsles  ffelatiqg  to  Pneumatics. 

«  It  is  unneceflary  to  tell  the  reader,  that  he  will  firuidefsly  Geareh 
that  work  for  fuch  information. 

**  The  aflailing  gang  confifts  offeven  members,  four  of  whom  are  men, 
and  three  women.  Of  thefe  perfons  fow  are  commonly  refident,  and  two 
have  never  ftirred  abroad  fince  he  has  been  die  ful^e^  of  their  perfecii* 
tioB*  Of  theirgeneral  habiu  little  is  known.  OccafionaUy  they  appeb*  is 
the  dieets;  and  by  ordinary  perfons  would  be  taken  to  be  pickpockets  or 
private  distillers.  They  leave  home  to  correfponld  whh  othmoftbeir  pro* 
leffiOn ;  hire  tbemfelves  ott  as  i^s;  and  difoover  thefccfetsofGostro* 
laeat  to  the  eaemy,.orjcqafedewitaa»iWMtkaweiite>ef.tto  mot  ateauawis 
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nature.     At  home  they  lie  together  in  promifcuous  intercourfe  tod  filthy 
commuDity. 

'<  The  principal  of  this  crew  is  named  B)I1»  or  the  King :  he  formerly 
furpafied  the  reft  in  fkill^  and  in.  the  dexterity  with  which  he  worked 
the  machine :  he  is  about  64  or  5  years  of  age^  and  in  perfoo  refembks  the 
bte  Dr  De  Valangin^  but  his  features  are  coarfer  ;  perhaps  he  is  a  nearer 
likenefs  to  the  late  Sir  William  Polteney,  to  whom  he  is  made  a  duplicate. 
It  was  on  account  of  foroething  worked  by  this  Wretch,  that  another^ 
by  the  force  of  nssmSmei^^  aduated  Rhyuwick  Willuuns  to  the  commif- 
fion  of  his  monftrous  pra6Uoe8.  He  alfo  took  Hadfield  in  towy  by  me^na 
of  magnetk  impregnations^  and  compelled  him  to  fire  the  piftol  at  hia 
JMnefty  in  the  theatre  1  but  oa  this  ful^eA  there  is  a  diff4?rence  of  opinion^ 
as  iome  of  the  female  part  of  the  gang  attribute  this  event  to  BtuC'inan* 
ikf  of  whom  nothing',  farther  is  known-  In  working  the  machine.  Bill 
exerts  the  moft  unrelenting  and  murderous  viUany  ;  and  he  has  never  beeu 
obferved  to  (mile.        .  .  .        '     . 

**  The  next  in  order»  is  a  being  called  Jack  the  schoolmaster^  who  ia 
ihe  (hort-hand  writer  to  the,  gang :  he  ftyles  himfelf  the  recorder ;  fome- 
what  tally  and  about  fixty  years  of  age.  It  b  not  well  afdertaiined  if  he 
wear  a  wig,  but  he  generally  appears  in  the  a^  of  fhoving  his'wig  back 
with  his  forefinger,  and  ^quently  fays,  **.fo  yon  fhall,  when  you  can 
ketch  (catch  J  us  at  it. "  Sometimes  he  fays,  *^  Vm  to  fee  Mr  pby, " 
and  makes  a*  merriment  of  the  bufinefs.  Jack  has  veiy  Seldom  worked 
the  machine.  ^ 

'*  The  third  perfon  is  Sir  Archyt  who  is  abo9t  55  years  of.  age,  wcara 
a  drab^coloured  coat,  and/ according  to  the'pld  fiifhion,  his  breeches  but- 
ton between  the  legs.  Some  of  the  gang  affert  that  Sir  Archy  is  a  won 
man  drefled  in  men's  apparel:  and  whenever  Mr  Matthews  has  eodea'^ 
vouradt  by  inquiry,  to  albertain  this  fa£l.  Sir  Archy  has  anfwere^in  a 
sr.anner  fo  <}uaiht  and  indelicate  thi^t  I  cannot  venture  to  conimumcate  hit 
reply.  He  is  confidered  as  the  comrhon  liar  of  the  gang  ;  a  low»mind* 
ed  blackguard,  always  cracking  obfdene  jokes,  and'  Hkrowing  out  g3)e8 
and  farcauns.  In  his  fpeech  tlrere  is  an  affe£Ution  of  a  provincial  accedtf' 
fo  that,  wheii  Mr  M.  ai&rts  the  truth  of  any  fa£i,  Sir  Arch*y  replies,  yho 
{you)  are  mifteaken  (nuftakeo.)'  He  conftaiitly  ftsys  in  the  apartmentu* 
and  fays  he  does  not  work  the  machine,-  but  only  ufes  a  magneto-  Hit 
mode  of  communicating  with  Mr  M.  is  principidly  by  **  krain'Sayings^ '' 
which  term  wiU  be  afterwards  explained.     .      .  « 

**  The  laft  of  the  males  is  termed  the  Middle  Man^  who  is  about  57  . 
years  of  jige,  of  .the  middle  flatuiT»  with  abroad  cheft  ;  has  a  twang  of 
tlie  hawk'  countenance,  not  pockfretten,  and  much  resembling  the  late 
Mr  Smeaton  the  engineer.  He  is  dreffed  in  a  blue  coat,  with  a  plaiit 
waiflcoat«  ft.  is  faid  that  he  is  a  manufadlurer  of  air-looms,  and  poiTefs- 
es  the  firft-rate '/kill  in  workitig  tHIs'^inftrum^nt.  Although  he  is  unre^ 
lenting  in  his  perfecution  of  Mt  M.,  h^  appear^  tb  c6nfider  it  as  fporti 
and  fits  grinning,  apparently  delighted  that  he  cannot  be  taken  unawares.^' 
After  his  attacks,  he  generally  obfcrves  that  Mr  M.  is  the  talifmao }  ihtvt' 
pir  Archy  leplies  with  a  fnecr,  «*  Yes,  he  is  the  talifraan.''* 

rot,  vfi.  Na^,27,  aS' 


^  Amonff  dup  femabt  who  eooipofe  tbis  f ftabU(^iiimt»  Augmia  mmf  &A 
he  defcribed.  She  is  about  36  years  of  i^ge^  of  the  middle  ftatii^y  and  faer 
countenance  19  difiinfirQiflied  by  the  (barpoeft  of  its  featmst.  lo  peifon 
Ae  i*  not  flefhy,  ^ar  can  (be  b»  faid  to  he  a  tbio  wioman  ;  iba  n  aba  fbH 
hrcaftcd.  OrSnztjXf  dttSpi,  aa  a  eoyrKry  tradefinaa^a  wife,  in  l^aek, 
without  powder.'  4^ugufia  fvMom  works  the  naaphine,  but  fae^ueatty 
goes  a)]road  to  correfpond  with  other  gaoga  at  the  weft  end  of  cha  torn. 
JDf  agiieeabic  depaniRonty  and  at  firft  f^ppms  very  friendly  and  cajoliog ; 
but  when  fhe  Ends  that  (he  oapnot  inf  ucoce  and  coavkcei  beeoiaes  ex* 
ceedingly  fpiteful  and  malignant.  Her  objed  is  |o  iaftieoea  wdoms  by 
ber  brain-fayings  ^  and  Ae  dates  berdelf  U>  be  the  duef  of  tbia  depart- 
ment. Within  the  laft  fevan  yeefa  the  TirvlcDce  of  ber  temper  hfw  beat 
CBofiderably  exafperated* 

M  ChafloUtt  thf  next  in  revtew,  is  about  the  ^me  age  aa  A^ogufta, 
And  alfo  of  the  naiddlf  fbtare,  imt  more  Ja^by  ;  has  the  appearance  ef 
a  Frenchwoman,  being  a  kind  of  ruddy  brunette.  She  coaftnnthr  Aaya 
nt  home  with  8ir  Arcfay,  and  compbufis  that  (hr  is  forcibly  oonnned  to 
Ibia  fituation.  They  keep  heiT nearly  n^keiiy  and  poorly  fed.  Mr  Mat- 
thews is  led  to  sappose  that  (he  is  phaiaed  ;  fof  (he  bas  fonnetiniea  ^ted 
ker&lf  to  be  pquaily  a  prisoner  widi  hfgifel^  Clt^dotte  always  fpeaks 
French,  but  her  iaagoage  and  brain-feyingy  wte  conveyed  in  an  £ngli(h 
idipBi'.  Her  chanftir  is  that  of  a  (Uady^  perfeaering  fi^it  of  pe^Rnit 
avfao  is  oonidnced  of  the  impropriety  of  her  conduAy  but  cannot  help 
berfelf.  For  feveral  years  (he  has  not  worked  the  machine  but  Is  n  ix- 
cd  and  e(bbliflied  reporter. 

^  A  very  extraordinary  lady  conipleles  tbb  nnalioiona  giwup.  She 
does  not  appear  to  bave  any  Qhrt^iaa  nanoy  bat  by  the  gang  is  termed 
the  Qlove^'Wfomamf  as  fiie  oonftantly  wears  cqt^n  mtttena^  ttr  Arohy 
diil]^iniinuates  that  fte  keeps  ber  arms  thus  oorered  ^cei^afe  fie  has  got 
the  itch.  She  is  about  4K  yean  of  age,  is  above  the  middle  height,  and 
bas  a  (harp  bcf^  On  her  diia  and  upper  lip  there  is  a  eobliderable  quan- 
tity  pf  fine  downy  haii^  and  (he  is  fomeiprhat  pookfVettcn.  Always  dreC 
fd  in  a  common  fawn^cobured  Norwich  gown^  wit&  a  plain  eream-eolonr. 
ed  canibiet  (hawl,  and  wears  a  chip  hat  oevewd  with  bhck  filk.  Tbe 
|bve*saomaa  ia  ren^avk^Ue  far  ber  skill  in  maaagipg  tlU  maebhie.  8be 
frequently  goes  abwo^d*'  Tbe  toA  of  tbe  gang,  but  parttcidarfy  Sir 
Arc^y»  are  Gonfbnijy  |>aii|ei«ag  and  pbickiag  at  ber,  like  a  number  of 
rocks  at  a  ftrange  jack-daw :  (he  baa  newer  been  known  to  fpenk.** 
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pbmvaiions  en  ike  Mffeeh  cf  Magnesm^  in  pr^fefOing  an  mcreasei 
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On  C^s/ic  (kMey  a  nem  specki  of  Urinaty  Cakiduf.  By  WiLLiAii 
HvDC  WoLLMTOVy  M.  D.  Sec  R.  8.  (From  the  sanu  wati^ 
Pari  IL) 

TT^TiyG  in  a  former  papJrf  set  forth  the  differences  of  urinary' 
^^  calculi»  and  ^e  enects  that  are  produced  upon  them  by  the 
use  of  solvent  ^ledjcines,  *  Mr  &ande  has  resumed  his  inquu^ies^ 
vitb  the  practical  ai^  Qf  l$r  Home  ji  and  the  first  of  these  com* 
iDuaications  coptaios  the  result  of  i&eir  Joint  labours.  Alkalies 
tak«n  iqtemaHy  were  supposed  to  operate  by  neutralizing  th^ 
ijric  acid  l^efore  its  concretion  in  the  bladder^  but  Mr  Brande 
showed  by  experimepty  that  they  produce  do  direct  influence  oil 
the  cidculi  f  oe  was  iherefore  ipdused  to  seek  for  some  other 
^bftance  capable  of  preventing  the  formation  of  utic  acid,  and 
iMgnesia  was  the  remedy  fixed  upon  for  triai'  It  was  found^ 
by  a  very  carefal  examination  of  the  urine^  that  in  sereral  instan- 
cea  where  tbere  was  an  Increased  formation  of  uric  add,  mag- 
Besia  dimimshed  it  in  a  greater  degree  than  had  been  effected  \yf 
the  use)  and  that  a  tery  liberal  one,  of  ^e  alKalies  in  the  same 
patient. 

Four  casbs  are  related  as^  examples  of  tfaie  priheipal  Varieties  o^ 
the  disorder  which  have  been  treated  in  I3iis  manner,  and  ia 
«ach  of  them  the  urine  was  occasionally  carefully  analyzed.  The 
first  is  that  of  a  gentleman  sixty  years  of  i^ge,  who  nad  been  in 
llie  habit  of  indu&ing  in  the  ix^  u^of  acid  liquors,  had  repeat- 
edly  parsed  amall  calculi,  cqmposed  entirely  of  uric  acid ;  hia' 
^rinp  at  all  tim^  deposited  a  considerable  qpaoti^y  of  that  sub-^ 
atauo^f  in  the  form  of  a  red  powder,  and  occasionally  in  lar^ 
crystals.  He  took  subcarboHate  of  soda  andf  of  potash,  with 
little  dimihution  of  hit  compkint.  ,He  was  directed  to  take 
^e0D  ^rajns  of  mignesif»  ^hree  tines  a-day,  in  an  ounce  and 
lialf  orinfiirioa  of  gentians  in  a  weefe  the  uric  add  was  found^^ 
by  examimBg  the  ^ne,  to  have  dtminish^d  ia  quaiitity,  and 
gner  the  ml  three  weeks  it  was  only  oecaaioaafly  met  with. 
The  use  of  magnesia  was  persevered  in  for  dgbt  mootba,  dnrinr 
which  time  no  cafeuli  were  i^oided,  nor  waa  thei^  any  aaateri^ 
^eposite  ia  the  urine.  The  patient  got  rid  of  heart^birrn  and  a 
aenae  of  weight  and  Uneasiness  in  the  litomach,*  to  which  he  waa 
extremely  subject.  The  second  case  is  that  of  a  gentleman  abput 
forty  years  of  age,  who  had,  during^  four  years,  occasionally' 
voided  considerable  quantities  of  uric  acid,  in  the  form  of  rea> 
sand,  and  had  once  passed  a  ^mall  calculus.  His  urine  was  ^ 
nerally  more  or  less  turbid,^  and  after  taking  any  thing  which- 

disagreed  with  his  stomach,  even  in  a  slight  degree,  the  red 

..   ■»  .  ■?■ .   .>.  ■■■ ,  t  ■    ■    —  ■  — 
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sAtid  often  made  its  appearance.  He  took  twenty  grains  of  ma^ 
nesia  in  a  little  water,  every  night  and  morning,  which  disor- 
dered his  bowels  at  first,  but  they  soon  became  regalar,  and  hf 
persevering  in  the  use  of  this  medicine  for  six  weeKs  without  in- 
t£frmission,  he  got  quite  well  Another  gentleman,  forty-three 
years  of  age,  after  taking  violent  horse  exercise,  was  seized  with 
pain  in  the  right  kidney  and  ureter,  and,  in  the  course  of  the 
night*  passed  a  small  uric  calculus.  His  urine  wa^  turbid,  and 
deposited  red  sand.  In  consequence  of  these  symptoms,  he  was 
directed  to  take  twenty  grains  of  magnesia  every  night.  The 
quantity  of  uric  acid  in  the  urine  was  soon  diminished,  and  that 
secretion  became  perfectly  healthy.  The  fourth  case  is  that  of  s 
gouty  patient,  aged  fifty-six,  wno  voided  a  large  quantity  of 
mucus  and  red  sand  in  his  urine,  but  never  a  calculos.  His 
stomach  was  .weak,  and  he  was  otbtn  affected  with  heart*bum 
and  pain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  right  kidney.  He  had  taken 
spirituous  tinctures,  and  the  alkalies,  without  experiencing  any 
benefit :  hence,  K&e  aU  gouty  patients,  he  readily  acceded  to  a 
new  plan  of  treatment,  and  toox  twenty  grains  of  magnesia  three 
times  ardavjn  water,  but  that  afiecteo  the  bowels  too  much;, 
therefore  ne  was  directed  to  take  the  same  quantity  of  magnesia 
twice  a»day  only,  with  five  drops  of  laudanum  to  each  dose« 

After  takinff  the  magnesia  for  six  weeks,  the  urine  was  less 
Ibaded  with  uric  add  and  mucus,  and  the  patient  bad  a  longer 
interval  of  ease  from  gout,  than  for  six  years  past. 

.The  different  effects  of  magnesia,  and  the  alkalies,  in  these 
four  cases,  led  Mr  Brande  to  make  some  experiments,  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  their  comparative  influence  on*  healthy 
urine. 

"  Experiment  L    On  Soda. 

**  Two  drachms  of  subcarbonate  of  soda  were  talen  on  aa  empty 
stomach  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  dissolved  in  three  ounces  of 
water,  and  immediately  afterwards,  a  hirge  cup  of  vrarm  tea^ 

**  In  six  minutes,,  about  one  ounce  of  urine  was  voided';  in  twenty 
minutes  six  ounces  more ;  and  after  two  hours  a  similar  quantity. 

**  The  first  portion  became  yery  turbid,  within  ten  minutes  after  if 
had  been  voided,  and  deposited  a  copious  sediment  of  the  phosphates, 
in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  alliali  upon  the  urine.r  It  di^dy 
sestored  the  blue  colour  to  litmus  paper  reddened  with  vinegar :  the 
alkali,  therefore,  was  not  merely  in  sufficient  quantity  to  saturate  the 
uncombined  acid  in  the  urine,  and  consequendy  to  throw  down  the 
phosphates ;  but  it  was  in  eicessr  and  the  urine  was  voided  alkaline. 

**  The  urine  voided  after  twenty  minutes,  also  deposited  a  cloud 
of  the  phosphates;  but  the  transparency  of  that  voided  two  hours  af« 
ter  the  alkali  had  been  taken,  was  not  disturbed. 

**  Here,  therefore,  the  effect  of  the  alkali  upon  the  urine,  was  at  it» 

maximum)  probably  in  less  tbait  a  quarter  of  aa  hour  after  it  had 
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taken  into  the  stomachy  and  in  less^than  twohoursithe  whole  of  the 
alkali  kaa  passed  o£  *'  p.  14S. 

In  similar  experiments  with  potash,  the  results  were  in  alt 
cases  as  similar  as  could  be  expected  impeaches  of  this  nature. 
Magnesia,  taken  even  in  large  doses^  produced  a  much  slower 
and  smaller  precipitation  of  the  phosphates  than  the  alkalies ;  and 
•on  this  our  author  concludes  its  value  as  a  remedy  in  calculous 
•disorders,  seems  materially  to  depend.  Lime-water  produced 
little  or  no  effect,  and  the  carbonate  of  lime  still  less.  Urine 
voided  an  hour  after  drinking  twelve  ounces  of  water  very  high- 
ly impregnated  with  carbonic  add,  was  -found  to^Mint^n  a  su- 
perabundant quantity  of  that  gas. 

Such  are  the  principal  facts  contained  in  Mr  Brande*s  paper.— > 
•*  Open  indpienti  Javendum*  "  We  are  unwilling  to  damp  the 
iiopes  which  these  experiments  seem  to  encourage^  but  it  would 
be  shrinking  from  onr  duty  to  conc&al  our  opinion,  which  is  not 
«o  favourable?  as  that  of  some  contemporary  journalists^  We  do 
not  think  that  these  experiments  furnish  very  strong  grounds  f(Mr 
expecting  that  the  difficuliaes  df  preventing  or  ci^ring  even  one 
'WDecies  of  stone  in  the  bladder,  the  uric  acid,  are  overcome* 
£very  newly  tried  remedy  is  always  reported  to  be  carried  to  the 
"bladder  unAanged^  although  the  middle  passage  from  the  stomach 
tx>  the  bladder  has  not  yet  been  discovered  ;  yet  Mr  Brande's  ex-' 
periments  are  far  more  accurate  and  conclusive  than  those  of 
Percival,  Saunders,  Rutty,  and  other  earlier  experimentalist  on 
J^is  subject.  The  cases  in  which  magnesia  was  administered 
with  such  benefit,  are  examples  of  that  form  of  the  disease  in 
ifvhich  there  is  a  disposition  to  secrete  nric  acid  in -excess,  and  to 
▼oid  small  calculi.  What  4s  meant  by  «tone  in  the  bladder,  is  a 
different  and  more  serious  disease.  There  are  material  dtfier- 
^etices  between  these  two  complaints,  and  one  very  seldom  ter- 
minates in  the  other.  Persons  who  void  red  sand,  who  are 
liable  to  these  fits  of  gravel,  as  they  are  called,  jrarely  are  affect- 
ed by  4he  fermaticm  of  a  large  calculus  in  the  bladder.  The  pe- 
riod of  life,  the  dass  of  patients,  and  the  symptoms  of  the  ais- 
ease  are  also  different  Children  from  the  age  of  three  to  sii: 
years  are  most  liable  to  stone,  and  .the  composition  of  their 
calculi,  removed  by  an  operation,  is  for  the  most  part  the  triple 
phosphate  of  ammonia  and  magnesia,  sometimes  mixed  with 
phosphate  of  lime.  *  Children  are  rH>t  subject  to  nephritic  p^ro*- 
sysms,  their  urine  seldom  deposits  red  sand,  nor  do  they  void 
stnaU  calcttti  of  uric  acid.  Gouty  and  dyspeptic  patients,  fn>m 
40  to  60  years  of  age,  are  most  liable  to  that  variety  of  the  dis- 
ease here  described.  Many  hav^  experienced  these  attacks  dur- 
ing a  long  life,  without  any  other  miconvcnience  than  pain  for  a 
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fyw  hoitttf  and  Irritatfon  for  m  few  days*  That  eoMinaitbii  ef  mt 
with  calculus  is  well  known ;  and  the  litftter  cerumlf  depcnw  in 
4  great  degree  on  a  weakened  and  cUscnrdered  Btomacb,  just  as 
4^ribed  in  tbose  wine-drinking  gentlemen,  whogcH  ridof  iheir 
heart-bum  and  pain»  and  evei^  otber  comjidaint  arising  (ton 
acidity,  by  taking  magnesia^  It  wodld  be  iMefiil  to  adminiflter 
Other  absorbent  earths  under  similar  circumstancesy  and  coiDpaie 
d>e  effects. 

Pr  EgaRf  in  bis  experimental  inquiry  into  the  miure  of  gravel 
and  calculous  complaints,  infers^  from  a  variety  of  experiotents 
made  on  urine,  that  acids  and  acescent  tngestan  of  every  kind  are 
prejudicial,  and  may  be  considered  as  remote  causes  of  these  eom- 
plaints,  by  occasioiiifig  a  precipitation  of  liric  acid.  Tke  pa- 
tients whom  he  examined  were  aged  and  g^Httjr^  the  proper  ob* 
jects  tor  Simpson's  Hospital  at  Dublin,  instituted  for  tbc  recep- 
tion of  the  blind  and  the  gouty.  Most  of  these  patieau  are 
troubled  with  gravel,  but  none  with  stone :  since  Jjr  Egan  ad- 
mits that  not  a  single  operaiioii  of  lithotomy  has  been  perfonned 
in  the  course  of  ten  years,  nor  has  the  sound,  in  the  hands  of  an 
expert  surgeoiii  discovered. any  traces  of  stone  in  the  bladder. 
The  foibwing  remark  of  Dr  Egan  bear*  strcmglv  upon  the  prte- 
8^t  question.  ^  As  the  severity  of  gout  ^says  be)  is  uniftmniy 
diminished,  nay,  in  many  instances,  the  disease  entirely  remov- 
ied  by  a  residence  of  a  few  years  in  the  houses  we  must  expect 
to  find  the  same  take  place  with  respect  to  gravel,  to  whidi  it  is 
so  strongly  and  nearly  connectied.  And  this  singnlar  alfe^atiMi 
cS  both  diseases,  we  can  only  attribute  to  the  influence  oi  tem« 
perance,  and  a  manner  of  living  very  opposite  to  that  of  their 
Ibrmer  habits. "  (Trans.  Royal  Irum  Academy,  VoL  X«  pege 
304.) 

By  regular  mode  of  living,  by  abstaining  from  acids,  and  by 
taking  aJkaline  medicines  (the  soap  piils  recommended  by  Dr 
Beddoes),  these  patients  find  great  relief,  and  as  dyspepsia  ison* 
,£titutGd  the  chief  part  of  their  complaintf  it  was  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect they  should.  In  «uch  cases^  which  are  indebted  more  to 
regimen  than  to  physic,  the  medicine  last  taken  gets  tlie  credit 
of  the  cure.  We  must  be  cautious  lest  the  symptoms  of  wdi- 
gestion  be  confounded  with  the  effects  of  a  morbid  dqpositioii  of 
solid  matter  in  the  bladder^  wliich  mu&t  unfortunately  exist  un- 
seen, some  time  before  preventive  measures  are  called  dyr* 

Dr  Wollaston's  valuable  paper  describes  the  leading  properties 
of  a  new  species  of  urinary  calculus,  which  prove  it  to  be  a  sub* 
stance  very  distinct  from  all  others,  and  as  certainly  extremely 
rare.    Only  two  specimens  of  it  have  yet  been  discovered:  one 

U  in  tlie  possession  x>f  Hr  Keeye  of  Norwich^  and  the  other  is 

I,   ,,*    '■  ."        • 
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wualud  Nai  46«  in  fbe  eoJMctkuft  of  ealculi  t^kmgsinf^  to  Goy^s 
Hospital.     In  appearance  t/ie  cystic  otide  r^embles  ihe  triple 
fihoiphAta  of  OKlfj^iiesia  tfio^e  nebrly  tlil^n  any  iAbet  calcttlas^  but 
ilB  MirCMC  is  stiifre  ocUnpatt  j  it  dbH  noi  corisist  of  distiiirt  )»* 
niiliei  b«t  appwurft  as  cnie  ma^s  eonfttstdly  tnrj9taIHaed  dih>iigh« 
•tftit  its  4utHltanee«    It  is  not  sotabie  (ex€e|iting  in  verj  sroati  pro* 
|fonito)aii>  vi^atet»  In  alcohol*  ac^c  teid,  tfrrtarid  ifcid^  cttrie 
acid,  €^  Saturate  carlnniate  of  amihonia.     It  is  diisoWed  in  coi§* 
-aideraUa^uaaiit]^  by  iniiriatio  iicid^  b^  nHrio  A:id^  by  siilp^fffe 
rncid^  bpr  (HMspbfftric  acid,  and  by  oxalic  aeid,  and  is  precipitated 
from  tbeni  by  earboiuM  of  asrHnonia*    By  distillatioR  it  yieldft 
carbonate  of  aI»lriODil^  and  A  heavy  fetid  otli  dnder  the  biow* 
f»ipe  it  may  be  distinguished  from  uric  acid  by  the  smell,  which 
ait  no  time  resembles  ihat  of  prussic  acid,  but  has  a  peculiar  fe- 
tor bpfasgiug  to  it. 

The  patient  from  whofe  bladder  this  calculus  was  extracted 
was  five  years  old:  it  was  covered  with  a  coating  cyf  phosphate 
of  lime,  very  loose  in  its  texturfe,  probably  deposited  whilst  the  , 
fMUient  was  taking  large  quantities  of  soap  and  alkaline  medi- 
cines $  it  weighed  naif  an  ounce  when  first  extracted.  Another 
itone  formed  in  the  bladder  of  tliis  patient  one  year  after  tlie 
iOpeftftim :  faedi^d  Widbotft  ^tibitiitting  t6  d  sei^dtrd  ^p^atioii,  &nd 
.xhe  stone  found  in  the  bladder  after  death  difiered  trbrh  tfad  fbr- 
mer  in  its  texture  and  chemical  composition*  It  consisted  prin- 
4)if^afly  of  uric  acid,  bat  wis  ptediar  io  oAe  respbet,  as  its  ddi^ 
U9  was  ftollow  by  th*  remirriM  of  some  aMiro  solhbte  rabstand^, 
0f  which  tbifc  Rocleiis  hud  eonsrat^ 

Dr  WoUastoB  tlikes  this  opppttaniUr  of  correcting  some  Kttic 
inicctkrUcy  in  fafe  former  amriysisi  and,  in  pahfcsrlar»  he  pmvet 
that  a  ealcvki^  iaken  from  the  bladder  of  a  dog,  whkh  was  said 
to  consist  of  sttpe^^frfiosphate  of  hme  and  phosphate  of  ammonia^ 
ill  lire  Philosophical  Trimsactrbns  for  1708,  cloes  in  Ktfct  etmsilt 
aihnost  wholly  of  magnesia.;  and  there  is  reason  to  doubt  arhe^ 
tfaer  a  ootnpdond  that  is  so  very  soluble  in  wat^  as  sa^-pbos^ 
|4iate  df  litoei  e«6r  forn^s  a  part  of  urinary  concretions*  He 
eon^hidea  bis  eoramunicatioii  with  some  curioUs  observations  ott 
die  Connexion  of  aric  acid  in  tiie  urine  of  birds  and  their  fbod^ 
land  ends  with  the  following  refiection.  **  It  seems  deserving  of 
iflduiry,  what  changes  might  be  prodaoed  in  tbe  urine  of  any  one 
aninlal  bj  such  alterations  of  diet  as  its  constitetion  would  per^ 
nriti  ibr,  as  far  as  any  inference  can  be  drawn  from  these  varies 
(ties  wbieh  naun^lly  occor,  it  woald  af^ar  that  persons  sutyjiect 
io  eakuli,  eosisisting  of  aric  acid,  as  well  as  goury  persons,  in 
whom  there  is  always  a  redundance  of  the  same  matter,  have 
iMck  roftsoii  to  prew  r^etable  diet  -,  but  thsit  tb^  preference 
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usually  given  to  fish  above  other  kinds  of  animal  ibod,  is  pro- 
bably erroneous. "    p.  230. 

In  the  application  of  chemical  analjrsis  to  medical  pmctioe,  we 
must  be  cautious  in  generalizing  too  hastily.  The  ninctiona  of 
digestion  and  secretion  are  so  imperfectly  understood,  that  diere 
18  a  constant  source  of  error  to  be  guarded  against ;  for  by  omit- 
ting one  link  in  the  chain  of  causes,  or  sumtituting  mother  in 
the  wrong  f^ace,  our  condusiohs  may  be  wide  of  the  troth. 
The  changes  in  the  urine  are  better  understood  now,  than  at  any 
Ibrmer  period ;  and  it  is  reasonable  to  hope,  that  an  increase  of 
jknowledge  win  increase  the  power  of  alleviating  the  diseases  con- 
nected with  so  important  a  part  of  the  animal  economy. 


V. 

Observations  on  Ijumnous  Animals.    By  J.  MACARnnnr,  Eaq. 
Communicated  by  Everard  Home  Escj.  F.  R.  S.  {Phil,  Tranu 
Jbr  1810,  Part  II) 

^T^His  paper  bears  decisive  maiin  of  coming  from  a  very  intd* 
'-f^  ligcnt  and  excellent  physiologist^  and  is  peculiarly  distin- 
guished  in  the  volume  where  it  stands,  by  the  novelty  and  acca* 
ncy  of  the  discoveries  which  it  proclaims.    The  author  first  ex- 
amines the  grounds  on  which  the  property  oC  showing  light  has 
been  ascribed  to  certain  animals,  that  either  do  not  possess  it,  or 
in  which  its  existence  is  questionable:  he  next  gives  an  account 
of  some  luminous  species,  some  of  which  were  before  imperfect- 
ly, and  others  wholly  unktiown :  he  then  explains  many  of  the 
circumstances  attending  the  luminous  appearance  of  the  sea,  and 
describes  the  organs  employed  for  the  production  of  light  in  cer- 
lain  species :  ami  lastly,  reviews  the  opinions  which  have  been 
entertained  tespecting  the  nature  and  origin  of  animal  light ;  in 
the  course  of  which  discussion,  he  relates  some  well-devised  ex- 
perimentfe  made  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  this  part  of  the 
subject     We  need  only  direct  the  attention  of  the  naturalist  and 
the  medical  philosopher  to  the  whole  communication,  whilst  we 
.chronicle  in  our  pages  the  several  conclusions  that  are  the  result 
of  Mr  Macartney's  observations  on  the  phenomena  of  animal 
light. 

The  property  of  emittiDg  light  is  confined  to  animals  of  the  simp 
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plest  omntzation)  the  greater  nnmber  of  which  are  inhabitants  of  the 
sea—The  laminous  property  is  not  constant,  but  in  general,  exists  on- 
I7  at  certain  periods,  and  in  particular  states  of  the  animal's  body.  The 
.power  of  thawing  iight«  resides  in  a  peculiar  substance  or  fluid,  which 
is  sometimes  situated  in  a  particular  organ,  and  at  others  diffused 
throughout  the  animal's  body^^-The  light  is  differently  regalatec^ 
when  the  luminous  matter  exists  in  the  living  body,  and  when  it  is  ab« 
stracted  from  it.  In  the  first  case  it  is  intermitting,  or  alternated  with 
periods  of  darkness ;  is  commonly  produced  or  increased  by  a  muscu- 
lar effort ;  and  is  sometimes  absolutely  dependent  upon  the  will  of  the 
animaL  In  the  second  case,  the  luminous  appearance  is  usually  per- 
manent until  it  bedbmes  extinct,  after  which  it  may  be  restored  directly 
by  friction,  concussion,  and  the  application  of  warmth;  which  last  caus- 
^  operate  on  the  luminous  matter  (while  in  the  living  body)  only  in- 
directly,by  exciting  tfaeanimal- — The  luminous  matter,  inallsituations, 
ao  far  from  possessms  phosphoric  properties,  is  incombustible,  and  loses 
the  quality  of  emitting  light*  by  being  dried;  or  much  heated* — The 
exhibition  of  light,  jiowever  long  it  may  be  continued,  causes  no  di- 
mtnuiion  of  the  bulk  of  the  luminous  matter.  It  does  not  require  the 
presence  of  pure  air,  and  is  aot  ^tinguished  by  other  gases. 

^  The  luminous  appearance  of  living  animals  is  not  exhausted  by 
long  continuance,  or  frequent  xraetitions,  nor  accumulated  by  expo- 
sure to  natural  light :  it  is  therefore  not  dependent  upon  any  foreign 
source,  but  inheres  as  a  property  in  a  peculiarly  organized  animal 
substance  or  fluid,  and  is  regulated  by  the  sanu;  laws  which  govern 
all  the  other  functions  of  living  beings* 

^  The  light  of  the  sea  is  dways  produced  by  living  animals,  and 
most  frequently  by  the  presence  of  the  medusa  scintillans.  When 
great  numbers  of  this  species  approach  the  surface,  they  sometimes 
coalesce  together,  and  cause  that  snowy  or  milky  appearance  of  the 
sea,  which  is  so  alarming  to  navigators.  These  animals,  when  con- 
gregated on  the  surface  of  the  water,  can  produce  a  flash  of  light, 
somewhat  like  an  electric  comiscatton.  When  the  luminous  medusse 
are  very  numerous,  asfrequently  happens  in  confined  bays,  they  form 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  mass  of  the  sea,  at  which  times  they 
render  the  water  heavier,  and  more  nauseous  to  the  taste ;  it  is  there- 
lore  adviseable  to  always  strain  sea  water  before  it  is  drunk. 

"  The  luminous  property  does  not  appear  to  have  any  connexion 
with  the  economy  of  the  animals  that  possess  it,  except  in  the  flying. 
insectl^  which  by  that  means  discover  each  other  at  night,  for  the 
|>urpose  of  sexual  congress. " 


VI. 

Pescripiion  <jfan  Affection  of  the  Tibia  induced  by  Fever  ^  xvUh  Ob^ 
servations  on  the  Treatment  of  Ihis  Complaint.    By  Thomas 


What£Ly»  Member  of  tbe  Royal  College  of  SargooB«9  Ltft- 
don.    London^  ISIO.    Sto.    pp.  59«» 

THE  eompli^Ytt  of  ^hith  thi«  d^iMy  prD|i6ie«  to  ttatt,  is  ft  dii- 
edse  of  tbe  tibia,  in  which  A  swM  opettitig  H  f^etisSIf  d/^ 
covered  in  the  int^gtimerits  coVcrhlg  its  itiietttkl  ifdt',  thtotigh 
which  a  probe  may  be  passed  into  the  cavity  df  the  bdn^.  tthere 
one  or  more  loosfe  pieces  of  bon6  af^  Ustrally  fdund;  t^'hicTTf  b^tog 
confined,  from  their  being  often  df  larger  dimensions  (lift)  \ix 
opening  in  the  tibia,  prevent  the  heating  of  the  utcen 

Tbe  appearances  of  this  disease  seem  thus  to  have  a  striding 
jreseinbiance  to  those  of  necrosis,  so  that  the  one  might  easily 
eHoHgb  be  mitrtakcn  for  the  otlier.    In  necrosis,  while  a  portioa 
cf  a  long  boDe  diesf  a  new  formation  is  going  or,  whicn  eove- 
^ps  the  old  boike,  and,  when  perfected,  suppbes  its  place.     Tbe 
old  bone  enclosed  within  the  fieWi  is  gridnally  decomposed  ami 
lieparated  i  and  the  cure  of  the  corr^spondtDfe  diaea^  may  often 
be  advanced  by  a  WelKtfdlcd  extractieb  of  ihe  sequeitt*a«     But  hi 
the  disease  to  -wbicb  cur  Attentfoflf  if  now  eiUed,  aceordfaig  to  Mr 
Wha(ey«  description,  Cbd  fteqUeitrfl^  or  kid^  pkx^  of  bbiYe,  are 
)iierely  et^foH^ions  of  tbe  inteiTial  Ikmlmib  of  thir  tiMs.     The 
^hole  shell  of  the  bone  h  not  lost,  and  there  is  conseqtfelitij  no 
.^reproduction  of  new  bone,  as  in  necrosis. 

The  disease  now  under  cofisidel-ation,  seethe  in  nt{)st  cftse^  tb 
^ave  occurred  ias  a  scqiiela  of  fever.  Mr  Whatc^ty  eonchidTes  tlkat 
it  is  not  a  very  frequent  disease,  because,  in  the  course  of  his 
practice,  he  has  not  had  more  than  thirty  cases  of  it  entrusted 
to  his  care*  We  will  readily  admit,  from  this  document,  that  it  is 
not  so  common  a  disease  as  piles,  or  fistula,  oi'  stricture  in  tbe  ure- 
thra. Biit  if  Mr  Wbately  has'  committed  no  mistake,  we  would 
conclude  that  it  is  a  pretty  frequent  disease* — Were  none  of  these 
cases  of  necrosis  ?  We  suspect  that  at  dne  time  Mr  Wbale^ 
yffM  not  perfectly  acqnainled  with  that  interesting  di^eas^.  * 

With  n^ard  to  tbe  treatment  of  tbe  disease  now  iroder  ediwf* 
deration^  at  the  cui-e  of  the  ulcer  is  pr^Vetrted  by  the  tood^pieccft 
k>f  bone  pent  up  within  the  catity  of  the  fitniki  it  h  4iifl!eiently 
obvious  that  these  must  be  removed,  if  nature  prove  tineoual  to 
the  task.  And  with  this  view  any  other  Aurgton  but  Mr  whiter 
ly,  would,  if  necessary,  use  his  scalpel,  bis  saw,  tfiSpiUf,  sd^tidr^^ 
or  chisel,  to  make  way  for  his  probe  or  forceps,  to  extract  the 
exfoliated  pieces. 


'  **  See  Fmctiral  Observations  on  ibt  Cure  oi'  WduodsaiHi  Uloefs  <»  die  Jjtgit  Iff 
T.'Whafely^JLondon,  1799- 
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Bui  Mt  Whut^  aideftvoiin  to  ftToid  all  nniiecestary  f5ain 
and  operations.  How  ? — If  the  openina  be  too  small,  be  first 
applies  kali  purum  in  stich  quantity  as  snail  destroy  tbe  integu* 
ments  around  the  ulcerated  opening.  In  a  week  or  ten  days  a^er^ 
KoardSf  the  slough  conies  aWflV;  and  if  the  cabstfc  h.ive  perform- 
^  its  office,  the  surface  of  tne  tibia  will  be  perfectly  bar^ ;  but 
if  not,  tfie  kflil  must  be  impfiei!  a  second  time^  or  a  third  timd 
perhaps  i  but  a  third  appficdtion,  he  assures  us,  will  sddom  be 
necessary.  The  tibia  beitig  at  last  exposed,  if  (be  opening  which 
Icdds  to  its  cavftjkbe  ibund  too  sttiall  to  adtnit  of  the  eittractlon 
of  tbe  sequestra,  he  ifi  the  next  pkce  applies  his  caustic  tdihe  bare' 
fiurface  of  all  tbe  tibia  itself,  itround  the  hole;  ftnd  thus,  in  a  montk 
more,  effects  an  exfoliation  of  all  that  part  of  the  bone  to  which 
the  Igili  purum  had  been  applied.  Mr  Whately  is  not  yet  in  any 
hurry,  but  diows  the  exfcniated  piece  to  renmin  unmolested  for 
two  or  three  days,  when  he  begins  to  coax  it  with  his  probe.  At 
length  he  removes  his  exfoliation;  and  having  gained  an  opening 
into  the  cavity  of  the  tibia,  hd  condescends  like  other  people  to 
touch  the  cold  steel,  and  with  probe  and  forceps  to  remove  tbe 
imprisoned  pieGes,-^if  he  can  find  them*  For  sometimes  tbe|^ 
are  very  minute,  and  not  to  be  found  till  after  two  days  probing 
and  searching.  In  one  case,  indeed,  Mr  Whately  probed  and 
searched  in  vdhi. — From  which  he  concludes,  not  that  the  objeofc 
cf  his  seardb  b«d  no  existence^^^^t  Hitx  from  its  mitiuteuess  it 
hod  duded  the  probe,  or  esospcd  itnperadved  in  tbe  dris- 
sings. — 

'*  /(Mb  tp6fiM  sunt  idsUi  hofainis  individui  ** 

Cansttc^  luid  eipeciaUy  kali  purum,  is  one  of  Mr  WhtUely'e 
idols*  V 


VII. 

Practical  Essay  on  Cancer^  being  the  Subsianee  (f  ObservationSf 
to  which  the  Annual  Frite/or  1 808  wc^  adjudged f  by  the  Royal, 
College  of  Surgeons  of  London,  By  Chbisto^hek  Tuhvxr, 
JoHMSo:!?,  Surgeon,  Etoer;  Member  of  the  RoydCdflegeoF 
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Surgeons,  London,  4md  bf  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of 
Edinburgh.    London,  1810.    8vo.    pp.  126. 

n^HERE  is  nothing  in  this  Essay  which  need  detain  as  long^-^ 
-^  The  College  m  Surgeons  has  conferred  its  prize  on  a  tame^ 
though  bithfuT  enough  sumniary  of  the  least  aisputed  circum- 
stances which  make  up  the  historv  of  cancer.  The  subject  was 
an  unpromising  one;  and  the  College  has  obtained  from  the  sue- . 
cessful  candidate  all  that  could  well  be  expected. — a  well  written 
outline  of  all  that  is  certainly  known  of  the  appearances  and  pro- 
gress of  the  disease^  in  different  structures. 


^▼' 


VIIL 

Jn  Account  of  Sjntui  Bifida ;  with  Remarks  on  a  Method  of 
Treatment  proposed  by  Mr  Abernetht.  By  Thomas  Ver* 
NET  Okes,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and 
one  of  the  Surgeons  of  Addenbrooke's  Hospital,  in  Cam* 
bridge.  8.vo.  pp.  84.  4  Plates.  Cadddl  and  I>avie8,  Loodoo^ 

30  long  as  the  liberty  of  the  press  shall  coDtinue»  we  must  ex- 
pect  that  in  medicine,  as  in  other  matlers>  the  opinions  of  in^ 
dividuab  will  be  canvassed  and  criticized  in  a  manner  propor- 
tioned to  the  ability  and  reputation  of  the  proposer.  It  is  pernm 
to  some  such  circumstance  as  tfiis,  that  the  appearance  of  tm 

Eamphlet  under  examination  is  to  be  ascribed.  It  contains  but 
ttle  new  matter,  and  that  litde  is  not  very  interesdng,  except  in  so 
far  as  it  calls  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  mode  of  treating  ca« 
ses  of  drft  spine,  lately  proposed  by  Mr  Abemetby,  in  his  treadse 
on  Lumbar  Abscess — a  mode  of  treatment  so  very  different  fit>m 
that  which  has  been  hitherto  pursued,  that  it  has  excited  the  at- 
tention of  our  author  to  the  subject.  Mr  Okes  has  ransacked  the 
cecords  of  medicine,  and  produced  from  our  most  valuable  coUeo* 
tions  of  cases,  some  that  are  highly  characterisdc  of  the  disease 
in  quesdon,  with  the  treatment  thatwas  pursued.  From  an  at- 
tentive examination  of  these,  and  comparison  of  their  results,  to- 
gedier  with  the  issue  of  sixteen  cases  which  have  fallen  under 
his  care,  our  authOT  has  ventured  to  quesdon  the  propri^y  of  Mr 
Aberned)y*s  method  of  treatment,  and  has  drawn  conclusions  oi^ 
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the  subjecti  very  different  from  those  which  the  former  has  of- 
fered. 

In  the  introdttctioni  Mr  Okes  communicates  the  following 
plan,  which  he  has  proposed  to  himself  to  follow,  in  discussing 
the  subject. 

**'  Istj  To  give  a  description  of  the  disease. 

**  2ditff  To  select  a  few  cases  from  some  of  the  most  eminent  writers. 
Andy 

*<  Sdfyf  To  o£[er  some  obsenradons  on  die  treatment  of  the  disease, 
deduced  from  the  analogy  which  these  cases  bear  to  diseases  inti« 
mately  connected  with  the  corerings  of  the  bratn.  *' 

From  such  an  estpose  we  are  not  to  expect  any  particular  im- 
provement which  he  may  *^  have  it  in  bis  power  to  lay  before  the 
public  $  **  and  agree  most  cordially  in  opinion  with  him,  that  it  is 
Do  less  *'  his  duty  to  point  out  tne  mischiefs  of  erroneous  prac- 
tice, " — mischiefs  which  in  our  opinion  become  more  dangerous 
in  proportbn  to  the  ability  and  reputation  of  the  person  by  whom 
they  have  been  proposed.  Impressed  with  such  sentiments,  we 
are  disposed  to  think  favourably  of  Mr  Okes's  pamphlet,  as,  by 
calling  the  attention  of  practitioners  to  such  cases,  they  may  asr 
sist  them  in  deciding  on  a  practical  point,  in  which  they  may 
have  been  swajed  by  the  more  recent  publication  of  Mr  Aber* 
nethy,  and  which,from  his  deservedly  high  reputation,  may  have 
bad  greater  weight  when  not  counterbalanced  by  these  older 
cases. 

The  description  of  spins  bifida  fftven  at  the  commencement^ 
differs  in  nothing  from  what  is  to  be  found  in  other  writers,  andoc- 
cupies  about  two  pages  of  an  octavo  pamphlet ;  this  is  succeeded 
by  details  of  three  cases  from  Tulpius,  two  from  Ruysch,  and  one 
from  Morgagni.  Of  these  we  think  it  unnecessary  to  give  any  ac* 
count,  as  we  presume  they  are  not  unknown  to  such  of  our  readers 
as  have  studied  this  subject  with  attention;  and  shall  only  remark, 
that  the  unsuccessful  issue  of  all  these  cases,  has  induced  their  nar- . 
ratoxs  individually  to  condemn  every  attempt  to  remove  the  tumor, 
cither  by  incision,  puncture,  or  ligature,  aA  of  which  have  been  re- 
commended as  means  adapted  for  the  purpose.  Our  author  then 
proceeds  to  examine  the  arguments  of  Mr  Abemethy,  as  detailed 
in  his  essav  on  Lumbar  Abscess ;  and  as  coming  **  from  the  pen 
of  so  excellent  a  surgeon, "  he  quotes  the  whole  of  the  two  cases 
mentioned  by  him.  llie  unfortunate  result  of  the  cases  treated  in 
this  improved  manner,  as  well  as  of  the  foregoing,  draws  from 
our  autnor  the  expression,  ^^that  no  instance  whatever  of  reco- 
very from  this  disease,  after  such  an  operation,  can  be  adduced. 
The  treatment  of  some  of  them  may  be  alleged  as  the  cause  of 
&tality ;  yet  still  we  may  be  taught  by  some,  what  treatment  ia 
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rf)soIuteIy  improper ;  and  from  olIierB;  we  oiajr  ^keduce^  dwt  no 

operation  at  all  onght  to  be  hazarded. '' 

The  danjgrer  in  evacuating^  the  contents  of  this  hTdropic  tumor, 
Kke  those  of  hjfdrocephalttsnitemas,  arifie^,  iq  our csdmatioiiy  from 
the  sudden  removal  of  a  certain  degree  of  compression  to  vbicfa 
the  spinal  marrow  has  for  a  length  of  tio^e  been  wibjectedy  and 
which  has  in  some  xne^ure  become  necessary  to  its  existence : 
accordingly,  when  this  pressure  has  been  removed,  just  fts  id  the 
evacuation  of  the  water  in  asdtas,  debility  and  aynoope  «ie  the 
consequences :  in  the  latter,  the  danger  ia  Moioved  by  auhstitnt* 
ing  compression *by  a  proper  bandage,  but  in  the  fonner  we  ^ic 
not  an  opportunity  of  doin^  this,  owing  to  the  boney  envelop  of 
the  skull  and  spine ;  and  we  much  doobti  e^en  if  we  bad  k  ia 
our  power  to  do  it,  whetber  or  not  we  shoold  be  able  to  succeedi 
having  no  means  of  judging  of  the  requisite  degree  offeree  witb 
which  the  bondage  ouj^t  to  be  applied  to  procure  tfae  proper  e(^ 
feet,  without  at  the  sanie  tini^  deranging  the  functions  of  the 
nervous  system.  It  is  to  this  circumstaaoe»  more  than  the  intro* 
duction  of  the  external  air«  in  the  ordinary  Mmy  of  Qperatk^  cbsl 
tre  are  disposed  to  ascribe  the  danger* 

After  a  few  obsen^ations  on  the  cases  and  proposal  of  Mr  itbcr- 
nethy,  which  have  served  as  s  text  for  die  coromentaiy  of  our 
author,  he  proceeds,  i|t  psge  %i%  to  dimr  the  Iblbwing  geoerai 
conclusions : 

**  That  if  an  hydrorachitic  tumor  ulcerate  and  flough,  fo  thn  an  opeo« 
jog  be  madcptbe  patient  will  ioevitaUy  die— «that  if  the  contents  be  evacu- 
ated by  a  trocsr  or  lancet,  and  the  opening  be  left  unclofed,  the  pati^it 
will  die— that  if  s  lipture  be  applied  round  the  bafe  of  the  tumor,  the  pa- 
tient will  die— ^at  if  th^  cooteQt3  be  eracuaCfid  by  a  trocar,  and  the  open- 
ing clo(ed  and  healed  by  the  firft  intention,  tht  sac  xotB  not  contivciso  as 
io  prevent  ajresh  accumulation  of  lymphs  but  it  will  be  fpeedlly  and  re- 
peatedly reproduced,  and  no  advantage  will  be  gained  by  the*  operation. " 

Our  author  regrets  that  he  has  no  more  successful  mode  of 
cure  to  recommend,  and  that  he  must  content  himself  with  show- 
ing, not  what  (ni^hi  to  be  done,  but  what  ought  not  to  be  done  f 
and  conclu'Ses  his  essay  of  thirty-four  pages  with  the  feUowing 
complimentary  passage  to  the  gentleman  whose  proposal  called 
forth  bis  publication. 

*^  Upon  the  prefent  occaGon,  the  name  and  influence  of  a  very  diftin- 
guifhed  member  of  our  profefiion,  might  lead  to  confequetic^s  as  injurioos 
to  fociety,  as  diftant  from  his  own  intention  and  benevolent  difpofition.  It 
is  upon  this  ground  that  that  liberal  and  enlightened  gentleman  will  not,  I 
am  well  affured,  be  difpofed  to  attribute  to  me,  a«  writer  of  thefe  femarki, 
any  other  motives  than  thofe  which  I  have  now  avowed*-  His  name,  wte 
I  difpoled  unbecomingly  to  affail  it,  is  far  beyond  the  reach  of  aa  unpre- 
tending pamphlet  liktf  nuoe  i  his  meiits  a»  n^  to  faainqpeBebed  by  aay  ae* 
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mdnt:^  ^w  q{ u  (i^^fAf  to  whkkhttmjkBynt  hem  Imtour 

iMt»  nni  the  fpuKCt  which  iie«d  IQ  ft ''  (tt«  prrlediop)*  <^  are  0f>e9  lo 
m  •!(•  h  M  frpm  th«  v^^n^v^  ligibtp  lA  which  fftpmrnpnts  tre  contain* 
plwiQ^y  tnfl  from  the  C9pii&if\g  opiaioq^  ^ch  rpf^lt  tbefefraip,  th|^; 
|rv^h  >(i^I^  i*  Sn^^y  ftnd  firmly  eiiabliihed ;  9pd  ua^er  this  ia^rrifion^ 
J  thtrefore  commit^  ivi(h  famp  little  confidence,  tl^fe  obforvatiooa  ti|' 
(he  public.  WhatQv^r  m*y  bf  iHeir  deficiency  ip  ftvle  and  arraogemeqt^ 
t|ie  tnf^ntion  wiOp  I  atp  cpnviricedy  bear  oie  out  m  the  eftimation  pf 
every  good  man,  to  whom  even  an  hour's  prolongation  of  cxidcnce  of  •- 
feIloy7-cre?ture  can  i^ever  bp  an  objed  of  indifference.  ** 

W(p  have  mftd^  thif  lopg  qjaotation,  to  ppint  out  to  our  r^-* 
cr»  th^  lumper  god  ioo4«l'MQa  wImc})  oar  author  h«5  obs^rv^d  in 
cii^v«^iog  m  iropprifipt  poipt  in  Mi^  practico  of  iQcilicin^.  Hdd 
fba  mm  \^n  QQfwwod  oq  p^ai^  oth^r  QccfUMonsy  much  Vit(<2r 
lave^tiyf}  wpA  frMtle^^i  dj^uisjkui,  ^bich  b«d  not  th#  l^^oe^^  of 
fl0(:i^^  ID  view.  wQpId  h^vfi  b^p  avpid^d,  bpt  which  app^rs  t(^ 
liave  g^w  iQ^titat^  tp  grati^  rf  v^ge,  fuid  to  give  vent  to  fcelr 
Iflfs  i9f  r^orlo^ia^lJQD-  With  such  an  ifk^  qf  u^  p^rit?  pf  f )>i» 
piidbJifiatipni  H»  WfU  ^  coo^oriMg  it  entitled  to  th^  pcru^aj  of 
p^t  bn^tbx^n,  w^  wqM  r^cpmm^nd  it  to  tb^ir  ^ttanuon.  Oi) 
fl»4  four  pbt^  ^vbioh  919  ftdd^y  m  have  nothing  to  oSG^r.  Th^ 
iW9  6rfit  •re  Qop*^  frpm  Tulpin^  on^  Ruysph  $  tap  tv^o  ^^t  (ire 
ixQm  ih^  mthQT'9  pw  pr^puNrittiops  i  but  they  are  too  minute  to 
giv4  a  foitiifol  md  afi^urata  r«pre|^pmtiQn  of  tbjsir  su^ect. 
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Memarh  on  ik^  Nomenetaiure  of  the  Nm  London  Pkarmaeapona. 
Jtead  before  the  Liverpool  Medical  Society.  By  John  Bos- 
TOCK,  M.  !)•  lat^  Piresident  of  tbe  Edinburgh  Medical  Sg- 

'XvfTfi  have  oftener  than  once  had  oocasioo  to  state  our  opinions 
^  *  on  pharmaeeutical  nprnenqlaturcs,  and  we  advocated  what 
we  considered  at  the  reform  of  ihe  Edinburgh  college,  against  the 
^riticisma  of  the  very  respectaMe  author  of  die  pamphlet  now  be? 
lore  us.  From  th^  perusal  of  his  present  remiuics  on  the  nomen* 
dature  of  th^  lx)ndon  college,  we  perceive  that  he  still  retains  his 
ofMnion }  and,  notwithstanding  all  his  animadversions,  we  still  rp«» 
feaio  oora.    Dr  Bostook's  objections  am  eitlier  general  or  speciaL 
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The  former  we  already  noticed  at  some  length ;  and  the  josdoe 
oT  the  latter  in  many  instances  we  readily  admit,  both  as  applied 
to  the  London  «ad  the  Edinburgh  colitt^  The  only  general 
objections  to  which  we  shall  at  present  alhidet  are  thecondnsion 
which  he  draws  from  the  differences  between  the  nomendatore 
of  the  London,  and  of  the  two  editions  of  the  Edinburgh  Fhar- 
macopceia,  that  the  construction  of  a  pharmaceutic  nomencla- 
ture, on  scientific  principles,  is  not  likely  to  render  it  either  uni* 
ibrm  or  permanent. 

That  there  are  many  (diflerences  is  certain ;  but  they  do  not  ap* 
pear  to*u8  to  warrant  the  inference  in  its  full  extent.  Many  of 
them  originate  in  error  in  one  or  both  of  the  Royal  eoUeges,  and 
will  be  removed  as  their  members  become  better  informed,  or  the 
progress  of  science  adrances.  Others  arise  from  some  difiereoce 
in  tne  principles  assumed  as  the  basis  of  the  ncunenclatare,  by 
the  two  colleges.  This  is  unfortunate,  as  it'  eonstitntes  a  per- 
manent bar  to  uniformity,  and  furnishes  the  opposers  of  reforms 
with  a  numerous,  if  not  a  very  powerful  string  oH  arguBoenls. 
We  trust,  howerer,  that  it  will  be  ultimately  removed  by  a  mu- 
tual understanding  among  the  colleges  of  the  three  divisions  of 
the  empire.  One  of  these  principles  must  be  prefierable  to  the 
others,  or  they  are  all  equally  applicable.  In  the  former  case,  the 
means  of  attaining  uniformity  is  obvious.  In  the  latter,  that  col- 
lege is  entirely  to  olame  for  all  the  evils  which  may  arise  frank 
want  of  uniformity,  which  deviated  without  sufficient  reason 
from  the  authority  of  its  predecessor.  A  principle  which  lias 
been  sanctioned  by  the  adoption  of  anv  one  of  the  oolk^est  shoi^ 
always  be  adopted  by  the  others,  unkss  another,  obviooaly  and 
greatly  preferable,  should  be  substituted  in  its  places  and  we 
cannot  suppose  it  possible  thai  uiy  of  these  grave  and  learned 
Bodies  should  be  so  inflaenced  by  a  mean  and  contemntiUe  jea- 
lousy, as  to  reject  an*  obvious  improvement,  mert^y  becaoae  it 
was  introduced  by  another,  or  to  ai£fer  for  the  sake  of  differing. 
In  doing  what  is  right,  there  is  no  disgrace  in  being  second;  aS 
cannot  be  first.  We  may  here  remark,  that  we  have  heard  many 
instances  of  want  of  uniformity  quoted,  which  we  do  not  admit. 
We  consider  sidpkas  j)oUmaf  for  example,  and  pota9S€c sulphas^ 
one  and  the  same  name ;  although,  in  forming  an  alphabetical  tks% 
we  prefer  the  London  form  of  placing  the  name  of  the  basis  &-sc, 
because  it  groups  the  articles  more  naturally,  showing  at  one 
^rlance  the  whole  officinal  forms  of  the  metals  for  example,  whe- 
dier  metal,  oxide,  or*salt,  and  because  the  place  whicn  it  gives 
in  the  arrangement  is  not  liable  to  be  afiec^ted  by  difierences  in 
opinion  by  iuture  discoveries  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  s<Hne 
ar^cles,  such  as  the  relative  proportion  of  alkali  and  acid  iiuhe 
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ilkaHneeatbonates.*  But  akhougli  absolute  uniformity  w  >  pro-^* 
^ably  nerer.be  attained,  yet  still  we  contend  that  the  adoption  of 
he  scientific  nomenclature  is  calculated  to  bring  us  Bearer  it  We 
nust  not  confine  >our  attention  exclusiirely  to  the  discrepancies 
between  the  Pharmacopoeias,  in. which  it  has  been  introduced ;* 
ve  roust  contrast  them  in  this  respect  witb  those  in  which  it  was 
lot  attempted.  .  Accordinffiy,  ki'  these  we  find  the  dissimilarity 
nfinitely  greater..  Guided  by^no  great  or  manifest  principle^ 
svery  Cfolkge  had  a  language  of  its  awn  ;•  and  there  was  no  ten- 
iency  to  approximation,  .because  they  had*,  no  common  princi*. 
>le  to  direct  them.  Now  the  case  is  different  ^  their  object  is- 
;he  same,  however  they  may  di£fer  in  the  means  of  accomplish- 
ing it.  ,      ,:.'.*  ,, 

permanency  iar  also  denied  (a  be  a^  probata  result  of  the  new 
lomendature,'  but  we,  stitt  think  on  insufficient  groutids.  We 
idmit  that  the  changes  adopted  in  the  second  edition  of  die  Edin^ 
>urgh,  and  in  the  London  Pharmacopoeias,  give  some  degree  of 
plausibility  to  the  assertion.  But  these  changes,  if  not  arbitrary^* 
ire  all  aovances  towards  permanency.  They  were  the  conse- 
quence either  of  neglect  or  inaccuracy  ib  the  application  of  prin*. 
:iple,  of  some  improvement  in  principle,  or  of  some  advancement 
in  science.  The  old  nomenclatures  weve  eqaaliy  fiuctuating* 
Ho  Phamuusopceia  was  ever  nspublished^  without  manychan-* 
{es.  Reform  was  always  attempted  ^  but  not  being  conducted 
tipon  any  general  principles,  it  was  vague  and  unsteady.  Com*. 
9are  the  fluctuating  and  multiplied  names  of  the  acid%  alkaUea* 
»nd  salts,  m  the  old  Pfaarmaccmosias,  with  their  steadiness  and 
aniformity  now,  bstA  we  nrast  nope  lliat  these  desirable  objects 
^f  uniformity  and  permanency  wilMse  at  last  attained.^ 

It  would  be  almost  endless  to  enter  into  the  special  exceptions- 
taken  to  the  new  nomenclature.     Mauj  of  them  are  avowedly 
of  no  moment,  and  made  to  show  how  nir  it  is  exposed  to  criti« 
cism.    Others  are  important.    Of  these  some  prove,  that,  accotd  • 
ing  to  the  piim^iplea  assumed  by  dleOoHeges,  other  names  should 
have  been  given  $«  or,  in  other  words,  dtat  their  nomenclature  is 
not  consistent.     In  these  cases,  however,  the  objection  removes 
Itself;  for  the  Colle^'faave  only  to  take  advanta^  of  the  critic's 
knowledge,,  and  fed  grateful  to  him  for  correetmg  tlireirerrors. 
[n  this  point  of  view,  the  scientific  ncmienclatulf^e,  and  the  con^  . 
i:roversie8  to  which  it  has  given  rise,^have  already  reacted  upon  the 
science  itself^  and  led  to  the  investigation  of  many  points,  which » 
gut  for  these,  would  not  have  attracted  attention.     There  are^ ' 
bowever,  some  grounds  upon  which  the  reformers  are  charged ' 
with  inconsistency,  which  admits  of  a  very  obvious  and  easy  re^ 
rotation,  viz.  that  they  have  not  carried  their  reform  to  the  utmosi  . 
extent,  and  have  left  some  of  the  old  names  unaltered,  instead  oF' 
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suhttituttng  tdentific  oamct.  But  on  these  accountt,  the  veiocai- 
itu,  in  our  opinion«  rather  deserve  credit  for  their  modctvtioDy 
Rs  one  cf  the  fn^eal  objections  fpenctaUy  made  to  reform  is,  dvit 
vhen  it  is  once  commeoced,  it  imperoepliblv  and  naturaBy  de» 
generates  into  excess.  Besides,  many  of  dbese  inooosiafetiicies 
are  only  apparent ;  and  the  modifications  and  exoeptiatta  majy 
be  as  much  ffuidrd  by  principle  as  the  reform  kseUL  rVnr  eoDiBH 
ple«  althouffn  in  general  the  scientific  names  are  to  beprefemd, 
yet  it  may  be  exf^ient  to  retain  profier  names,  where  di^  are 
established,  convey  no  false  notion  of  the  snbstanoe,  aad  can 
lead  to  no  mistake,  and  where  the  aeainite  scientifir  wune  is 
still  unascertained,  or  verbose,  or  wheiie  there  nay  be  waoam 
than  one  scientific  name  for  substances  promiscaously  empbyed 
under  one  proper  name,  as  in  the  case  of  gums  and  redna  ob- 
tained from  different  vqi^eiables.  Asaia,  ttie  abbrevintkias  of 
verbose  scientific  names  may  be  conducted  on  fixed  priadples^ 
when  many  of  these  apparent  ineonsistendes  will  disappear.  For 
this  purpose,  the  adjunct  compositus  h  oonvenient,  ptovided  it  be  . 
vsed  consistently,  and  according  to  some  gcfieral  rnlea.  WevrouU 
never  employ  it  when  there  are  only  two  ingredients,  or  two  ac* 
tive  in^adients  of  nearly  e^ual  (lower,  because  it  will  be  ec|«aBy 
eonvi^ent  to  express  both  m  the  name  It  is  chi^y  in  ]«|;anl 
to  vegetsbie  substances,  that  abbreviation  becomes  necessary. 
All  pknts  are  designated  by  at  least  a  gSBeric  and  specific  name, 
and  in  many  instances  the  particuhr  .variety  most  even  be  denot* 
ed..  To  insert  all  these  three  words  alone  with  the  name  of  ^ 
part,  though  oorrecti  would  be  extrenriymoonvenieniL  .Ittbeie^ 
fore  becomes  a  mattser  of  cdnsideration^  whidi  ef  them  m»-he  o? 
mittcd.  The  Ckilkces  have  sometiaics  preierr^  the  genetic,  anal 
sometimes  the  trivial  name,  and  havesometimesretained  bolh^  and 
thus  exposed  themselves  to  th^  charge  of  inconsistency.  Hhe  hat 
method  should  always  be  used,  when  th^e  would  wierwise  be 
any  doubt  or  ambmuity^  and  where,  one  may  be  dispensed  arttb. 
Ire  consider  it  preferal^le  to  retain  that  whidi  is  aenaracteristic 
«r  proper  name,  whether  it  be  generic  or  specific,  rather  tfian  to 
jfreSer  the  one  of  these  idways  to  the  other.  The  Ck>Uc^^  hava 
certainly  faDen  into  errors  and  iocoosistendes  in  naming  the  o^ 
fidnal  parts  and  products  of  vegetables,  by  dther  not  wing  suf- 
ficiently predse,  is  using  cotrtex  for  the  rind  of  the  fmit,  or  foom 
attempting  to  give  too  spedfic  a  denomination  to  sidwtances  whose 
nature  is  still  uncertain.  Thtis  the  more  spedfic  terms  of  gmt* 
m,  resina,  gummi^resmaf  &c.  may  be  employed  when  the  term 
is  perfecdy  conformable  to  thdr  nature ;  bat  where  this  is  at  al 
doubtful,  or  more  compound,  we  would  prefer  the  more  gcna* 
ral  term  of  succm  spissaius. 

To  those  who  are  at  all  interested  in;the  controverqr,  we  must 
yeooBanynd  the  unprejudiced  study  <^  both  Pc  Boatodk'a.pam- 
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|>hlet9 ;  and  #e  ire  eofit^incdd  that  the  t^rmlM  themselres  wilt 
not  fail  to  be  mtfcli  baneflt^  by  (bea>,  wbetietef  they  sfaaR  thiclr 

S roper  to  revfse  the}r  labours.  We  shall  now  finish  by  extract4 
ig  the  conclofding  paragraph  of  the  essay  before  m. 
'  *'  The  getierii]  cdncldsion  mat  f  fbel  myself  warranted  in  dra^Hnf^ 
from  the  above  obserration^^  is,  chat  the  attempt  of  the  London  CoU 
lege  to  TttatrA'  the  language  of  ttfeh*  pharmacop(£ia,  and  to  assimilate 
it  to  that  of  natul'al  history  and  chemistry^  is  no  less  imperfecf,  thafl 
that  of  the  EdInbtirglrCdTfege.  It  also  appears  to  me  evident,  that 
the  alleged  adVantagea  of  this  reform  are  not  in  any  degree  likely  td 
Accrue  u'om  it,  and  that  the  practice  of  pharmacy  ^ill'be  involved  ii| 
much  difficulty^froiti  the  confusion  necessarily  atteildant  upon  so  ex* 
tensive  «  change*  If  we  draw  a  comparison  between  the  pharmaco* 
patiat  of  London  and  Bdinbtn-Rh,  we  Aall  probably  be  led  to  conclude^ 
that  the  London  is  better  a&pted  for  the  purposes  of  prescription^ 
but  tliat  die  Bdinburjg;h  b  more  scientific*  The  Edinburgti  physicjans( 
having  once  determined  what  course  to  take,  proceeaed  in  it  witti 
much  more  consistency  and  irnnoess;  whereas,  the  London  physicians^ 
^hile  they  were  formmg  dieir  system  of  nomenclature,  seem  to  have' 
been  fully  aware  upon  what  dangerous  ground  they  were  treating,  and 
were  perpetually  swerVin^  from  their  general  plan,  for  the  purpose  o^ 
Sivoiding  indidmial  difflciilties.  Ir  is  not  improbable,  that  the  London 
<2!olIege  might  feel  desirous  of  obviating  some  of  those  objections  whicU 
had  been  raised  against  the  Edinburgh  nomenclature,  founded  upon 
the  inconvenient  and  awkward  length  of  many  oftbe  names,  and  mighty 
on  this  account,  determine  to  employ  a  language  less  remote  from  that 
fii  conunon  tj^e^  forgetting,  unfbrtunatety,  that  by  Such  a  procedure 
they  were  countertdtirrg  the  ytety  object  of  the  reform  itself.  I  con* 
ceive  the  result  will  be,  that  in  Scotland,  in  consequence  of  the  con« 
centration  of  medical  knowledge  that  takes  place'  fn  the  Universities  of 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  ami  the  influence  which  they  possess  through 
t^e  whole  of  that  country,  th^  new  nomenclature  will  be  frecp^ently 
employed,  at  least  among  the  younger  practitibners;  Whereas,  in 
£ngland,  where  the  London  College  Qaa  so  little  authority  oyer  either 
the  actions  or  the  opinions  of  the  great  body  of  the  profession,  their 
publication  will  be  little  attended  to,  and  will  produce  little  cha^g* 
1  n  the  language  of  the  great  bulk  c£  niedical  prescriptions.  ^ 

X.  -    ■       ' 

Observations  M  the  Act  for  reguHating  Mad-houses^  and  a  eorree* 
Hon  of  the  Statements  of  iht  Case  igf  Benjamin  ElUot^  comnet^ 
ed  {ffUiegaUy  confining  Mary  3aintrees  wth  Remarks  adress^ 
ed  to  the  Friends  of  Insane  J^ersms.  By  Jaucs  PAEKissofiii 
London^  181  i<    {^.48. 

'T^liE  cage  which  has  given  occasion  to  this  tract  appears  to  be 
'^  one  of  pectdiar  hardship.^ 
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**  Nearly  four  yesrs  ago,  Mrs  Mary  Daiiitroe,  wko  had  loai  lier 
husband  sorae  months  before,  became  so  much  deranged  in  her  nuad 
as  to  be  troublesome,  by  the  strangeness  of  her  conduct,  to  the  neigh* 
bourbood  m  Rosoman  Street,  Clenenwdl,  in  which  she  resided.  She 
was  sometimes  seen  walking  up  and  down  the  street  where  she  liTsd, 
at  four  or  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the  most  agitated  aiaiiBer« 
Sometimes  she  fancied  that  voices  came  down  the  chimney^  or  throui^ 
the  wainscot,  or  were  to  be  heard  in  the  air,  calling  her  reproachful 
names,  and  accusing  her  of  killing  her  hu^and.  At  other  timeiw 
ahe  would  be  seen  walking  about  with  a  long  ceid  wrapped  noaay 
times  round  her  body,  or  her  arm,  saving  that  she  had  been  ordered, 
to  wear  it,  and  would  not  admit  of  its  removal.  One  evening,  in 
particular,  her  distress  seemed  to  be  so  great,  and  she  having  tried  to 
conceal  a  cord,  and  then  a  knife,  as  it  was  supposed  for  the  purposes 
of  self-destruction,  that  it  was  found' necessary  to  sit  up  with  her  all 
the  night.  Seeing  her  in  this  state,  an  intimate  friend  made  applies^ 
tion  to  her  brother,,  and  it  was  concluded  that  she  should  be  gotten 
Into  St  Luke's  Hospital :  but  on  getting  the  blank  tickets^  and  find- 
ing thatv  as  the  relations  thought,  her  having  an  income  of  eighty 
pounds  per  annum  would  render  her  unfit  to  be  offered  as  an  object 
of  charity,  the  tickets  were  not  employed. 

**  At  this  period,  she  repeatedly  applied  to  Mr  and' Mrs  Elliot, 
her  nephew  and  niece,  and  reqiiested  that  they  would  let  her  have  an 
apartment  in  their  house  for  herself  and  sim ;  complaining  that  the 
wretches  would  never  let  her  alone  in  Rosoman  Street ;  that  they 
were  always  calling  her  names,  and  charging  her  with  being  the  death 
of  her  husband ;  that  the  hawkers  of  coals  went  about  there  with  a 
Bell,  giving  out  that  she  was  a  bad  woman ;  and  that  the  children 
were  set  on  by  the  wretches  to  abuse  her. 

**  Mr  and  Mrs  Elliot  unfortunately  complied  with  her  request; 
but  she  soon  became  so  exceedingly  noisy  and  mischievous,  stul  fan* 
eying  that  her  tormentors  followed  her  with  their  voices,  and  abused 
her,  that  application  was  again  made  to  her  brother,  who  thoa  desir- 
ed that  they  would  get  her  into  a  private  mad-house ;  whicli,  as  she 
became  exceedingly  violent  and  dangerous,  was  done  on  the  28th  of 
November  1810. 

'  **  Otk  the  foUowing  morning,  I  first  saw  her,  at  the  desire  of  Mrs 
Burrowes,  but  finding  her  answers  tb  be  rational,  although  her  man- 
ner was  strange  imd  eccentric,  I  declined  signing  the  certificate  ua* 
til  I  had  gained  more,  information  respecting  the  nature  of  her  m- 
sanity.  Having  inquired,  therefot%,  nrom  i^ere  she  was  brought,  f 
went  to  St  John's  Street,  and  wishing  to  obtain  my  information  from 
those  who  were  least  likely  to  be  interested,  t  first  of  aH  made  inqoil 
ries  at  the  houses  on  each  side.  At  one  of  these  houses  I  was  in- 
formed that  they  knew  little  of  her ;  but  that  their  lodgers  were  often 
disturbed  by  the  noises  which  she  made.  At  the  other  house,  I  be- 
lieve neither  the  mafter  nor  miftrefs  wai  at  home  ;  but  as  to  this  I  am 
not  fure,  my  memory  not  ferving  me  corredly,  it  being  fbll  three 
years  fince, 

^  I  then  went  to  the  houle^  asd  law  Mr  and  Mrs  Elliot  f  but  iaii 
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tbem,  on  their  proceeding  to  give  me  their  reafons  for  fuppofing  her  iil- 
Tane^  tfatt  I  maft  have  ouer  evideDoet  if  poffiblet  than  theirt,  I  there* 
•fere  begged  to  know  who  eUe  lived  in  the  houfe,  and  was  informedy  « 
Hbdger  and  Mri  Daintree's  fon,  both  of  whom  I  had  called  to  me. 

**  Upon  inquiring  of  the  lodger,  <he  dedared  that  (he  was  convinced 
•of  her  tnfanity  ;  that  fhe  had  heard  her  complain  of  hearing  voices «; 
thaty  as  (he  lived  in  the  room  over  her,  (he  cbuld  frequently  hear  her, 
when  (he  knew  her  to  be  ahmcy  talking  loudly,  as  if  in  converfation 
^th  perfons  in  her  apartment  %  and  that  (he  had  feen  many  inftances  of 
her  violent  and  dangerous  condu^  I  then  faw  her  fon,  a  youth  about 
fixteen  years  of  age,  and  inquired  of  him  what  he  thought  of  his  mo- 
ther's Gtuation,  to  which  he  anfwered,  that  (he  was  certainly  mad ; 
and  upon  fome  one  obfierviufir,  that,  before  this,  *(he  had  *been  rather  in 
a  low  defponding  way,  I  aiked  the  ion  if  he  could  form  an  opinion  as  to 
the  caufe  ;  bat  the  aniwer  which  I  received,  I  refrain  from  giving  hcr^ 
-irom  motivea  of  delicaoy. 

*'  Thus  fumi(hed  with  the  ;neceSlry  points  on  which  .to  examine  my 
^tient,  1  returned  to  her  I  and  after  fome  further  coovei^tioi),  jvaa 
fully  convinced  of  her  being  a  lunatic,  and  iigned  the  oartificate*   ^ 

**  Her  confinement  lafted  alx^it  three  mqntbs,  duting  which  (he  was 
▼ifited  by  her  fon  every  week  or  fortnight,  at  the  importunity  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Elliot,  with  whom  be  continued  to  live.  *  At  this  period  (he 
faw  an  acquaintance  .from  one  of  the  windows,  whom  ,{he  .called  to,  an^ 
informed,  that  (he  was  confined  there  though  perfe^ly  in  lier  fenfes,  an^ 
defired  (he  would  come  and  fee  her.  Her  ac^uaiotanoe,  therefore,  ap- 
plied to  Mrs  Burrowes,  who  immediately  introduced  her  to  Mrs  Dain« 
tree  ;  and  upon  her  brother's  coming  .to  town  (he  was  releafed,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  repeated  applications  of  thefe  acquaintances. 

*<  On  0£lober  the  29th,  1810,  three  years  within  a  month  after  the 
time  of  figning  the  certificate,  I  received  a  fubpmna,  and  attended  as  a 
witnefs  on  the  trial  of  Benjamin  Elliot,  his  wife,  and  Sarah  Bodkin, 
•Mrs  Daintree's  fifter,  fi>r  a  confpiracy^  the  obje^  of  which  was  illegally 
Co  deprive  Mary  Daintree  of  her  liberty.  ^' 

It  is  to  be  .regret  ted,  -that  the  eridencein  support  of -the  indict- 
ment is  not  ^veiu  Qn  the  part  of  the  defeador,  Mr  Parikinson 
and  Mrs  Daintree's  son  were  called. 

Mr  Parkinson  deponed,  that  in  consequence  of  what  he  learik- 
ted  from  the  examination  of  lier  neighbours,  and  of  Mrs  Dain* 
•tree's  own  son,  and  his  subsequent  examination  of  the  patient 
iierself,  he  was  conxrinced  of  ber  insanity,  and  signed  the  certi- 
ficate under  which  she  was  confined. 

^*  Mrs  Daintree's  Ton  being  eaamined,  he  fwore  that  ^^  he  had  never 
ieen  her  any  more  mad  than  ;&e  was  then.  "  On  tdis,  I  dated  in  a  note 
to  Mr  Gleed,  the  counfel  for  the  defendant,  that  I  had  examined  the 
fon  of  Mrs  Daintree  before  I  (igned  the  certificate,  and  that  he  had  de* 
clared  his  mother  to  be  infane,  and  had  even  given  a  caufe  for  it.  Mr 
Oleed  them  aiked  him  if  he  remembered  Mr  Parkinfon's  examining  him 
.refpe^ing  the  ftate  of  his  mother's  mind  ?  He  anfwered,  No*  Theo» 
faid  Mr  deed,  I  need  fcarcely  afk  you  if  you  acknowledged  your  m9- 
ther  to  be  but  of  *her  mind  I    To  this  lie  repUed|  Never.    )  was  then 
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«jpM  eBMiiMd  by  Mr  GMI.~W]m»  dU  yev  fife  at  &  Mii'a  Suwi? 
^,  Ayoutb,  who  I  uBMleiftood  Co  be  the  (oa  of  Mif  DMiHitc  I  but  tke 
Coait  will  bf  pka(ed  to  ^ob&nre,  that,  H  ttunee  ye m  diftaoce,  I  4o  Kit 
fwear  that  the  youth  I  then  law  ia  tha  faane  who  haa  jut  gi^ra  hk  ev^. 
(kaoe.  (Bacolkdioiiy  howearr*  fooa  ooanacad  sie  that  it  vaa  the 
jgflM  yavog  awn*)  Mr  Qkti  waa  prDcacding  with  h>t  axaaaiaadoaik 
but  waa  oppottd  by  Mr  AUay«  oo  the  grotiad,  that  ha  wt^  en4eavovr« 
|og  to  impeach  the  veijurity  of  hia  own  witaeft  (Mn  J>aiatrec'a  foo.) 

'<  Thii  uoaxpe &ed  depofition  froai  oae  of  t&e  witaeflef  whJkh  had 
been  called  by  the  defendanti  appeared  to  be  the  orc^aftaace  which 
^hirfly  ialueneed  the  Jury  in  the  yerdiA  which  they  gave  a|;aifift  hid^ 
aad  which  waa  followtd  by  a  rentenca  of  fia^  months'  inpnfoaaieat  ia 
the  hoafe  of  corrcdioii  in  Coldbath.fielda^ '' 

It  ia  evident,  that  the  justioe  or  injuatice  of  tkia  sentence  de^ 
pcnds  antird^  upon  wheUier  Mr  Parkinaon  or  Mr  Daktfree  waa 
guilty  of  perjury  $  and  we  can  aee  no  reason  fer  attaching  the 
lightest  suspiicion  to  the  former.  At  the  aame  time  we  may  re- 
mark, that  the  evidence,  obtained  from  him,  in  conaeqnence  ei- 
ther of  hia  want  of  memory,  incapacity  on  the  part  of  the  coon* 
ad  who  examined  btm,  or  Uie  forma  of  the  EngKah  ooort,  was 
not  perfectly  aatisfactory.  Although  it  may  be  m  gaend  expe- 
dient that  no  hearsay  evidence  should  be  received  in  criminal 
trials,  yet  as  medical  men  very  frequently  act  upon  information 
which  they  receive  from  others,  apd  indeed  often  can  have  no 
Other  grounds  for  their  opinion  than  the  circumstances  related 
to  them  by  others  whose  testimony  they  credit,  and  as  their  ju- 
dioial  evidence  is  qftener  required  m  regard  to  their  opinion^  the 
result  of  their  professional  knowled^,  than  as  mere  casual  wit* 
nesses  of  facts,  we  think  it  hard  it  the  forms  of  the  E^gli^ 
courts  should  prevent  them  from  stating,  in  their  justification, 
the  grounds  upon  which  they  were  lea  to  form  their  opinion^ 
^or  can  we  see  the  propriety  of  checking  Mr  Gieed  when  pror 
eeeding  to  impeach  the  veracitv  of  hia  own  witness ;  for  we 
should  consider  the  evidence  which  is  extorted  from  an  onwii^ 
ling  witness,  by  the  examination  of  an  acute  counsel,  to  be  the 
atronflest  possible*  Mrs  Daintree's  son,  although  c&ed  bv  Mr 
Gleed,  might  wish  to  conceal  the  evidence  desired  firom  nim  i 
and.it  y^as  Mr  Gleed's  business  so  to. examine  him  as  to  con- 
rince  the  jury,  that  in  one  part  of  his  evidence  be  apoke  the 
truth,  and  that  in  another  he  perjured  himself. 

Be  these  things  as  they  may,tne  occurrence  of  this  case,  and  the 
newspaper  misrepresentations  of  it,  have  induced  Mr  Pkrkinson 
to  write  a  pamphlet,  containing  matter  worthy  of  grave  conade^ 
ration. 

In  reflecting  on  the  provisions  contained  in  the  act  for  regulat- 
ing mad*  houses,  we  have  Uways  been  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of 
the  subject ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  could  not  help  being  strudt 
with  many  imperfections  which  ve  ^hougbt  might  be  remov^. 
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Vpon  a  ferfai«r  decasibiiv  we  Adverted  to  some  of  these  $  Aiid  i^ 

Eesent  ihall  confine  oartelires  tb  a  few  of  the  remarks  made  by 
r  Parkinson,  who  $eems  to  have  considered  the  subject  very 
Attentively. 

^  tine  of  the  most  important  regulations  in  this  abt,  is  that  whrch 
18  intended  to  prevent  keepers  of  madhouses  from  receiving  patients 
Without  having  an  order,  in  writing,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  some 
physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary.  But  it  appears  doubtfbl,  whether 
this  clause,  as  at  present  worded,  yields  that  security  which  was  ex« 
pected  from  it,  owing  to  itis  admitting  the  validity  of  an  order,  signed 
by  any  periton,  whose  claim  to  be  considered  a  member  of  the  medical 
profession  rests  dnly  on  his  designating  himself  an  apothecary.  Such 
|>ersdni  are  not  legally  recognised  as  fit  judges  of  the  maladies  to 
#hibh  the  human  system  is  subject.  Their  abilities  have  been  exa* 
nined  by  no  prescribed  test,  nor  have  they  received  anv  authority  to 
take  on  themselves  the  delicate  and  important  task  of  judging  of,  or 
•«f  practising  iinon,  the  diseases  either  of  the  body  or  of  %e  mind. 

**  That  in  this  metropolis,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  empire,  there 
are  many  very  respectaole  persons,  who,  with  the  designation  only  ot 
jtpoth^eartes,  possess  every  acquirement  which  is  requisite  for  the  ^uc« 
cessiiil  exercise  of  their  profession,  is  well  known.  But  it  is  equally 
#611  kaawa,  that  there  Ib  hardly  a  neighbourhood  which  is  ndt  infest^ 
«d  with  tome  ignorant  and  illiterate  being,  who  havidg  learAdd  th^ 
names  of  many  medicines,  and  of  some  diseases,  seeks  a  livelihood 
by  putting  the  lives  of  his  neighbours  at  hazard,  by  pretending  to 
remove  the  diseases  with  which  they  may  bappen^to  be  afflicted. 

^*  Should  the  range  of  such  men  be  enlarged  ?-«-Shouid  they,  in  ad* 
dition  to  the  calamities  with  which  they  are  now  able  to  inflict  tli^ 
iamilies  around  them,  be  empowered,  at  their  will,  and  on  their  judg^ 
ment,  to  decree  the  confinement  in  a  mad-house,  of  any  one,  whonl| 
from  their  ignorance,  their  pliant  servility  to  a  superior,  or  their  easy 
yieldings  to  interested  and  well-managed  importunities,  they  may  be 
induced  to  term  insane  i  A  decided  negative  to  these  questions 
must  surely  be  given,  afler  considering  the  possible,  nay,  the  probar 
ble  consequences  of  such  a  permission. 

**  In  places  somewhat  distant  from  the  metropolis,  characters  of 
such  a  description  are  most  likely  to  be  found  ;  and  there  are  thej 
enabled  to  occasion  the  greatest  injury.  For,  supposing  that  any  per- 
son of  this  description  should  impropmy,  but  according  to  the  best  of 
his  judgment,  and  under  circumstances  artfully  contrived  to  secure 
his  compliance,  grant  a  certificate  of  lunacy*  the  subject  of  that  cer* 
tificate  may  directly  be  consigned  to  a  mad-house ;  and  if  the  house 
to  which  he  is  thus  consigned  sliouid  not  be  within  seven  miles  of  the 
metropolis  or  within  the  county  of  Middlesex,  the  keeper  ofsuch  house 
is  not  required  to  give  notice  of  the  receipt  ofsuch  person,  but  with- 
in fourteen  days.  For  a  period  of  this  length,  therefore,  a  person 
manifesting  only  an  eccentricity  of  manner,  perhaps  even  the  conse- 
quence of  a  superior  degree  of  intellect,  may ,  from  caprice,  interest- 
i^d  motives^  or  ill-judged  temerity,  be  condemned  to  the  horrors  of  a 
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UMul-hoaie,  without  as  opportiiiiity»  being  cut  off  firom  all  oornimmi* 
.cation  with  society,  of  daimiog  his  release  \  aod  without  a  dmnoe 
.of  any  of  his  relations  or  friends  obtaining  information  of  the  place 
<if  his  concealment. 

.  '*  But  what  takes  place  even  at  the  expiration  of  the  fortnight  ? — 
The  keeper  of  the  house  sends  notice  of  having  received  a  patient  of 
such  a  name  into  his  house,  and  what  then  ? — if  no  friend  or  relatton 
should  think  of  making  inquiry  respectiog  him,  he  may  wait  for  his 
release  until  the  visitation  of  the  house  by  the  commissioners  appoint- 
^  for  this  purpose.     This  may  not  happen  quite  so  early  as  the  un- 
fortunate prisoner  may  wish,  since  the  act  only  requires  a  visitation 
£om  the  commissioners  within  seven  miles  of  London  and  Westmin- 
ater,  and  within  the  county  of  Middlesex,  once  at  least  in  every  year; 
and  at  a  disMmce  of  more  than  seven  miles,  and  out  of  the  county  of 
.^id41e8ex,;  only, as  4>ften  as  they  shall  think  fit;  no  certainty  of  a 
yisitation  within  any  given  period  beinf  here  assured. 
,    /^  But  let  the  difficulty  of  determimng  in  many  of  these  cases  be 
attended  to,  and  then  let  the  propriety  of  trusting  to  persona  of  this 
description  for  a  dctcision*  in  .such  cases,  be  considered.  " 
,     Upqn  this,  subject  we  perfectly  af^ree  with  Mr  Parkinson  i  and, 
willing,  as  we  ar^  to  permit  ^ery  man  to  intrust  his  health  to 
s^hom  he  pleases,  we  nave  always  considered  that  the  law  has 
never  made  a  sufficient  distinotion  in  regard  to  their  testimony^ 
professional  charges,  and  in  matters  of  certificate,  between  ri^gv- 
lar  .and  irrepdar  practitioners* 

)  We  have  also  selected  the  following  paragraphs  as  worthy  of 
consideration;  by  calling  the  attention  of  practitioners  and  j^is- 
lators  to  difficulties  connected  with  the  present  act,  and  pointing 
out  what  the  author  conceives  to  be  the  'best  means  of  removing 
ihem.        • 

**  Patients  are  frequently  brought  from  a  considerable  distance  in 
the  country,  to  some  mad -house  in  town,  apd  without  a  regular  order* 
The  patient  may  be  is  decided  lunatic,  in  a  paroxysm  of  dreadful  ex- 
ertions; but  as  be  is  not  accompanied  by  a  regular  order,  the  keeper 
.of  the  house  canpot  receive  him,  until  a  medical  person  can  be  found 
to  certify  his  lunacy.  .  In  this  interval,,  he  mtist  remain  exposed  to  an 
accumulating  crowd,  unless,  which  is  not  always  the  case,  some  other 
place  can  be  found  near  the  spot,  in  which  he  can  be  received  for  thst 
space  of  time.  Other  patients,  those  who  are  disposed  on  any  little 
'temporary  irritation  to  dangerous  acts  of  violence,  maybe  also  brought, 
without  a  certificate,  from  a  distance,  immediately  after  a  dangeroos 
paroxysm,  but  now  in  an  interval  so  lucid.  a$  not  to  enable  a  stranger 
^o  determine,  from  an  examination,  at  that  time,  whether  he  is  a  iu- 
feiatic  or  not.  If  admitted,  the  penalty  is  incurred,  and  if  not,  serious 
and  even  fatal  mischief  may  be,  the  qonsequence^  Might  not,  in  the 
€rst  of  these  cases,  when  the  madness  is  evielmtf  the  patient  be  receiv- 
^,  and  twelve  hours  be  allowed  ibr  shelter,  before  the  order  shall  be 
required  to  be  signed  ?  Where  the  patient  is  said  to  be  dangerous, 
but  the  disease  is  only  apparent,  might  nothisconUnoamce  under  con- 
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finement  be  allowed  for  twenty-four  hours,  to  allow  of  furdier  era- 
minationy  and  an  opinion  of  higher  audiorityt  before  signing  the  order? 

^  Bat  assaming  that  a  patient  is  regularly  received  into  a  house  of 
d)ts  descriptions  what  means  of  assurance  ^does  the  act  offer,  that  he 
shall  obtain  his  liberty  as  soon  as  his  recovery  shall  be  completed,  and 
that  he  shall  not  be  detained  from  any  improper  motives  of  his  rela« 
tives,  or  of  his  keeper  ?  The  only  answer  that  can  be  here  ofiered,  is» 
that  the  act  obliges  the  visitation  of  the  commissioners,  once  at  least 
in.  every  year,  and  at  times  of  which  no  notice  is  given  to  the  keepen 
of  these  Houses.  But  cases  frequently  ^occur,  in  which  the  necessity 
of  cbnfinement  exists  but  for  a  few  days. 

**  It  appears,  therefore,  to  be  necessary,  that  some  provision  should 
1>e  adopted  to  prevent  the  ^nnecelsaf «ly  long  detention  of  a  patient 
iii.these  houses ;  but  it  is  equally  necessary,  that  the  keepers  of  these 
bouses,  the  relations,  and  even  the  medicail  attendant,  should  bepror 
tected  in. those  cases.;  in  which«  from  the  ambiguity  of  thecase^  the 
necessity  of  the  continuance  of  confinement  is  not  evident ,  to  those 
who  are  not  in  the  situation  of  frequendy  seeing  the  patient. 

**  An  obvious  mode  of  proceeding  here  indeed  presents  itself;— is  re« 
ference  may.  be  made  to  a  physician,  on  whose  opinion  tllie  decision  may 
be  made;  but  who  is  to  nominate  this  phyidcian  f  By  whichever  party 
he  is  nominatedy  ^e  other  may  find  objection  to  the  appointment ; 
aBd  if  another  should  be  called  in,  and  a  difference  of  opinion  should 
arise,  what  is  then  U>.be  done?  It  may  be  said  that  a  cbmioissioB  of 
lunacy  n^ay  be  obtained;  but,  independent  of  the  expense  of  such  a 
proceeding,  the  case  is  assumed  to  be  of  such  a  kind,  as  to  render  this 
mode  improper,  since  the  patient  is  supposed  to  be  either  convalescing 
or  cured.  In  such  cases,  should  not  the  opiniop  of  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners  under  this  act  ^e  rendered  attainable,  on  payment  of  a  certain 
sum,  &c.  and  'without  previous  application  to' any  oF  the  courts  of 
law?  the  opinion  thus  obtained  being  efficient  for  the  ptoteetion  of 
the  relation,  as  to  that  particular  act;  or  for  the  liberation  of  the  pa- 
tient, unless  notice  within  a  cer4ain  time  is  given,  of  claiming  the  o* 
pinion  of  the  whole  board,  or  of  bringing  the  case  before  a  jury. 

*^  Should  circumstances  arise,  which  shall  procure  a  revision  of 
this  act,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  clause  will  be  introduced  to  prevent 
or  punish  any  cruelty  or  misdemsanor  towards  any  Insline  patient.  " 

We  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  again  stadhg,'  that  Scot- 
land has  hitherto  been  left  without  any  regulations  in  regard  to 
lunatics.  There  is  no  legal  provision  for  ccinunal'  or  pauper 
lunatics*  Sopie  of  the  latter  are  daily  to  be  seen  infesting  the 
streets  even  of  the  capital;  and  our  common  jails  enclose  for  life 
several  of  the  former  description*  As  to  private  mad*houses,  it 
is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  every  person,  however  ignorant,  or 
unprincipled,  may  keep  a  prison  under  that  tide ;.  and  that,  uor 
less  where  some  person  having  a  legal  right,  prx>cure8  a  warrant 
to  search  for  an  individual  suspected  to  be  confined  in  one  of 
them,  they  are  under  no  controul  whatever,  and  the  conduct  of 
their  keepers  is  never  inquired  loto. 
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PART  IIL 

MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Jffport  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Public  DisPENSARt^  (fi 
Carey*SircetJ,  London^  jrom  leb.  2StA  to  MaySlst,  ibi  U 


AeiTTS  DtSMAfM^. 


Synochos    •    •    • 
f'ebris  infantum    • 
Cynanche  tonsillaris 
■        — * —  parotidoea 
Fleuritis.    •    .    • 
Peripneumonia 


notha 


Catarrhuf  . 
Peritonitis  ^ 
Jijsteritis    • 


No.  cyf  Cases. 

7 

S 

1 

9 

13 

2 

13 

99 

4 

2 


tnflammatlo  pndehd. 
Varicella  •  .  • 
Rubeola  .  ,  • 
Scariatina  ainginosa 
Herpes  aoster  •  • 
Erysipelas  •  •  . 
Hydroceplnlus  . 
Dysenteria  •  •  • 
Abortus  .  •  . 
Rbeumatlsmns  , 
Arthritis  rbeumatica 


NikofCecft 
1 
I 
$ 

1 
S 

s 

19 
9 
9 
« 


CkROHie  DltMASEt* 


No.  of 
Pyseccea    •    t 
Cephalxa    .    • 
Morbus  cerebri  organicus 
Cynanche  chronica 
Pcyalismus  .     •    • 
Catarrhus  chronipus 
Asthma  et  Dyspnoea 
Hsemoptysis     • 
Phthisis       .     • 
Palpitatio     •    , 
Dyspepsia    •    j 
Vertigo  Dyspeptica 
Gastrodynisi     • 
Vomitus       •    . 
l^yrosis   •    .    • 
Hsematemesis  . 
Enterodynia    • 
Diarrkasa    •    • 
Coiica  PiceoQum 


I 
17 
1 
2 
1 

*1 
3 

11 

16 

4 

41 

2 

12 

3 

4 

6 

14 

12 

1 


Naof 

Hepatalgia  .  •  •  •  , 
Marasmus  •••»•, 
Tsibes  roesenterica  •  .  , 
Tumor  abdominis  .  .  , 
Hasmorrhagia  intestinalia    . 

Taenia 

Nephralgia  .»•••« 

Dysuria 

Enuresis  •  •  .  •  .  , 
Hysteralgia  «  «  •  •  , 
Amenorrhcea  •  •  •  •  , 
Dysmenorrhoea  •  •  .  • 
Meooqrhagia  «  •  .  •  . 
Leuoarrh<sa  •  •  .  •  , 
Gonorrhea.  •  •  •  •  • 
Blenorrh«ea     •••••• 

Hysteria 

Epilepsia  •••••« 
Chorea  ••%•.••• 


4 

7 

ty 

2 
I 

4 
3 
* 

2 

♦ 

S 

e 

6 
19 

2 
1 

s 

9 
1 


^911.    JEt**irt&'Jy  Ileport  ^  ike  Carg^Sk-eei  Di^^  STt 

CfiMNtc  DindSMs  eoniimted. 


MeiaiichoUa    •    ,    .    •    ,  1 

Hypochondriasis  •     •    .    •  4 

Ptaralysis 5 

Tremor  parAljticus   «...  1 

Tabes  post  variolam  •    .    .  1 

Cachexia  syphiloidea     •    •  1 

Rachitis      •••««.  3 

Scrofula S 

Asthenia     .,••••  24 

Rheumatismus  ehronicus    •  29 

Liumbagp  et  Sciatica     •    .  S 

Pleurodyne 1 

Hydrops  totius  corporis     •  S 

Anasarca    ••••••  9 


Anasarca  post  scarlatinani  J 

Ascites •  I 

Aphthae  ••»••••  1 

Erythema    ••••,•  f 

— —  nodosum  •    .    •  I 

Impetigo     •*••••  6 

Prurigo  •«•••••  6 

Porrigo  .«••«••  4 

Acne •  <r    •  t 

Lichen    .,•••;•  ft 

Scabies ,    •  4 

Psoriasis       ••••••  4 

Purpura  hcemorrhagic^       •  }. 


The  spring  has  beeD  favourabie  to  vesetation,  which  advanced 
earlier  thao  for  several  years  back.  This  probably  iiroec  from 
an  unusually  dear  state  of  the  atmosphere,  which  admitted  of  a 
constant  direct  iofluenee  of  the  sun,  daring  the  whole  of  tht 
month  of  March,  followed  by  a  mild  temperature  during  the 
greater  part  of  April  and  May,  with  occasional  heats,  lasting  for 
two  or  tiiree  days.  Hie  wind  was  from  the  east,  however,  duiw 
ing  March)  and  frequently  in  the  following  months;  whence  the 
evening  and  night  air  was  generally  chill,  especially  in  March, 
and  was  the  more  felt  from  the  contrast  with  the  mominer  sun^ 
shine,  especially  by  those  whom  the  latter  had  induced  to  discard 
their  winter  garments.  March  was  uniformly  diyi  some  mild 
rains  occornd  in  April;  and  May  has  been  rather  showery 
throughout,  with  several  smart  thunder  storms. 

The  frequent  vicissitudes,  and  the  general  chillness  of  the  even*" 
ings,  ma;^  be  sui|u;ient  to  account  for  the  continuance  of  catar^ 
rhal  afiections,  many  of  which  were  of  considerable  severity ,  dii* 
ring  a  spring  which  has  been,  on  the  whole,  mild.  They  conv 
tinned  to  preserve  the  same  character,  which  had  marked  the 
catarrhs  of  the  winter;  namely,  to  exhibit  a  greater  degree  of 
feverishness  and  depression  of  strength,  than  was  proportionate 
to  the  state  of  bronchial  inflammation  :  but  we  have  not  observer 
ed  any  other  af^roiumation  to  the  character  of  influenza. 

The  instances  of  mild  continued  fever  have  been  rather  niH 
merons;  but,  as  usual,  presenting  themselves  under  a  variety  6i 
forms,  never  assuming  a  t3rphoid  appearance,  nor  spreading  froni 
individual  to  individual,  and  generally  not  ,Iasting  above  ten  of 
elcvai  days,  and  terminating  well.    In  a  word^  tbese  fevers  have 


ftSO       Qstareerfy  Bepdrt  cfihe  Carey^Stred  Dispenstay*     "My 

been  of  the  same  nature  w  those  mentioned  in  the  lost  report; 
except  that  a  greater  number  of  them  have  i^peared  to  be  more 
Anmediately  connected  with  ga!»tric  derangemenL  We  ba^te 
seen  none,  in  which  any  approach  to  delirium,  or  other  symplDm 
iof  afiection  of  the  head,  occurred* 

The  *  hooping  cough  has  been  unusuafly  prevalent  in  oar  dis- 
trict* and  in  a  few  instances  fatal,  in  consequence  of  the  supo^ 
.mention  of  pneumonia  and  effusion,  by  which  respiration  is  finally 
^topped,  and  a  considerable  lividity  of  countenance  takes  place 
.^several  days  before  death.  We  believe  that  no  instance  of  pneu- 
monic innammation  is  generaUy  found  so  difficult  of  manage- 
ment, as  that  which  supervenes  <upon  hooping-cough  4  since  it 
seldom  tajces  place  until  the  little  patient  is  greatly  reduced  in 
£esh  and  strength,  by  the  coatinuea  irriution  of  the  disease  for 
li  considerable  period,  and  when  of  course  evacuations,  sufficient 
to  remove  the  inflammation,  are  not  to  be  borne  with  safety.  Of 
two  children,  carried  off*  in  this  way,  one  was  a  delicate  in&nt, 
mnd  the  odier  a  child  of  three  years  old,  who  had  already  exhi- 
•bited  unequivocal  marks  of  scrofula.  Arsenic  has  been  reooitt- 
mtended  for  the  cure  of  hooping-cough,  and  by  no  less  authori^ 
^an  that  of  Dr  Ferriar;  we  should,  therefore,  hesitate  in  reiect- 
ing  it  upon  a  brief  triah  But,  an  three  cases,  it  appeared  to  have 
so  obvious  influence  on  the  disease  ;  while,  .under  the  use  of  di- 
f[itali^  ^ith  slight  anodynes,  the  little  patieats  seemed  to  improve, 
^t  the  same  time,  it  must  be  acknowledged^  that  their  progress 
^nras  so  slow,  as  to  excite  much  doubt,  whether  the  amendmoit 
were  the  result  of  the  operation  of  the  medicine,  or  of  the  spon- 
taneous movements  of  tne  system.  In  truth  my  experience  does 
not  lead  me  toibe  very  sanguine  in  my  expectations  of  the  powers 
of  dr4igs  over  this  disease:  the  milder  cases  will  generally  disap- 
pear spontaneously  after  a  certain  course;  and  tne  more  severe 
ones  do  not,  I  think,  veaAW^  yield  to  the  aame  active  treatment, 
which  is  ordinarily  successful  in  simple  pneiunonia.  There  is 
loom  for  much  fallacy,  and  therefore  necessity  for  much  caution^ 
in  drawing  inferences  respecting  the  operation  of  medicine^  in 
diseases  ot  dow  progress  and  considerable  duration,  in  which 
no  marked  change  speedily  ensues,  and  where  the  natural  ten- 
dency, in  a  large  majority  oif  cases,  is  4o  recovery.  Hence  there 
is  perhaps  no  disease,  for  which  so  many  specks  and  infiiHible 
nostrums  are  promulgated  with  confidence,  or  so  few  actual  re- 
medies known,  as  for  the  complaint  in  question*  I  speak,  how* 
ever,  under  correclion  $  since  the  irr^ular  attendance  of  m<H 
theirs  with  their  children  at  a  public  Dispensary,  where  this  dis- 
ease has  chiefly  occurred  to  my  observation,  scarcely  aflbrds  a 
suflicient  ground,  perhaps,  for  decision. 


\n  f  .      Qgiorterfy  Report  qf  tie  Carey  Street  Dispensary,       Ml 

A  healthy  girl,  of  nine  years  old,  was  brought  to  the  Dispell- 
tsryi  afiected  widi  a  copious  dischargeof  a  thick  greenish  yellow 
matter  from  the  vagina,  which  continued  obstinately  for  some 
time.  No  violence  was  believed  to  have  been  used,  nor  any  ac- 
cidental circumstance  to  have  happened,  which  could  account 
for  its  occurrence.  A  few  years  ago  another  girl,  rather  undef 
that  age,  was  brought  to  the  Di^ensary  under  a  similar  condi- 
tion ;  out  in  this  instance  it  was  ascertaiiied,  that  some  yomig 
man,  probablv  influenced  by  that  mischievous  popular  notion, 
that  a  gonorrhcea  may  be  got  rid  of  by  communiciiting  it  lo  a 
female,  who  has  never  suffered  the  disease,  had  introduced  what 
the  child  believed  to  be  his  finger  into  the  vagina.  There  can- 
not probably  be  much  doubt,  that  such  a  communication  had 
taken  place  in  the  present  instance :  for  it  may  be  questioned^ 
whether,  in  a  ruddy  child,  with  every  appearance  of  sound  health, 
and  before  the  uterine  svstem  is  evolved,  any  copious  purulent 
discharge  should  occur  from  the  vagina,  and  continue  for  a  con- 
siderabfe  time,  except  from  the  introduction  of  the  gonorrhoeal 
poison.. 

The  case  of  chorea  occurred  in  a  boy  of  eleven  years  old,  and 
affected  principally  the  Umbs  of  the  right  side,  insomuch  that  he 
walked  ill,  ana  was  unaole  to  use  his  pen  at  school,  and  even  to 
feed  himself  with  the  right  hand.  Having  been  on  the  whole 
disappointed  in  trusting  to  purgatives  alone  for  th^  cure  of  this 
disease,  I  put  him  upon  a  course  of  powders,  consisting  of  the 
oxyd  of  iron  with  rhubarb,  in  such  aoantity  as  to  operate  gently 
on  the  bowels  every  day  f  which  he  nas  adopted  with  a  gradual 
but  decided  amendment  from  the  time  of  his  admission,  the 
bowels  being  occasionally  cleared  by  a  more  active  cathartic 

The  term  cachexia  ^pkiloidea  is  employed  by  my  much  re* 
spected  colleague,  Mr  John  Pearson,  to  denote  a  state  of  general 
bad  habit,  connected  with  many  symptoms  resembling  in  their 
nature  and  progress  the  secondary  appearances  of  syphilis ;  par* 
ticutarly  various  blotches  and  ulcerations  of  the  skin,-  at^ections 
of  the  throat,  tumors,  &c.  with  great  debility  and  emaciation. 
The  disease  assumes  a  great  variety  of  form,  and  appears  to  be 
most  effectually  treated  Dy  preparations  of«arsaparilla,  when  that 
medicine  is  gentrine,  together  with  the  warm  salt  bath,  sea- hath* 
ing,  and  other  circumstahces  that  Contribute  to  restore  vigour  to 
the  habit.  In  addition  to  what  Mr  Hunter  and  Mr  Abernethy 
have  given  to  the  public  on  this  important  subject,  the  result  of 
Mr  rearson's,  ample  experience  would  be  extremely  valuable  in 
the  elucidation  of  this  yet  obscure  form  of  disease. 

London^  31st  Mayy  IQl  I.  T.  B» 


^ 
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Talle  of  the  Cases  of  Hernia  wkiek  occwrredin  I^HospUal^Mta^ 
Chester  in  the  cottrse  ofT^ine  Months*    By  Mr  RoBEST-LfAix. 

TsBE  foDoWin^  table  is  made  out  from  h  doifjr  statement  of 
(he  patients  of  the  Manchester  Dispensary,  whom  I  iiinitslied 
with  trusses,  in  the  course  of  nine  months,  it  is  a  table  which 
is  of  no  practical  importance,  berac'  merely  an  object  of  cariosN 
ty ;  but  as  such  statements  can  be  mrmed  on  an  extensiTe  scale 
only,  where  a  great  number  of  patienti  are  admitted^  I  liate 
thought  proper  to  transmit  it  to  you. 


TftADB. 

sirle. 

IfOCu 

sidea 

InguinaL    Scrotal 

CruraL 

Conscx' 

oilaL 

r 

("aae*. 

Cases. 

Cases. 

Wearers,  -    * 

18 

17 

12 

ss 

24 

2 

Dyers,       -    - 

4 

3 

1 

6 

Labourers,     - 

2 

I 

2 

4 

2 

I 

' 

Fustian-Cutters 

and  Dressers 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

Smiths,     •    - 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Spinners,  -    - 
Shoemakers,  - 

2 

2 

5  • 

2 

I 

■ 

I 

1 

CaIico-Printers> 

2 

1 

« 

2 

Joiner,       •    - 

1 

1 

Miner,       -    - 

1 

Pledlar,      •    - 

1 

Hatter,      -    - 

1 

' 

Carter,      -    - 

1 

1 

VcWet-Dresser, 

1 

Pipemaker,     * 

1 

1 

1 

Boys,    -    -    - 

4 

2 

2 

Children,  •    • 

IS 

4 

3 

9 

5 

{"emales,    -    - 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

56 

SS 

21 

63 

58 

7 

5 

It  is  probable  that  two  or  three  cases  among  the  children, 
snarked  scrotal^  were  congenital  hernia^  as  the  hurry  of  business; 
and  the  difficulty  sometimes  of  determininjr  this  point*  prevented 
that  accuracy  wnich  I  could  have  wished. 

One  of  the  weavers,  who  had  an  inguinal  hernia  on  the  left 
fide,  and  a  scrotal  hernia  on  the  right  side,  was  likewise  trou* 
bled  with  a  ventral  hernia,  situated  about  four  inches  dx>ve»  *nj 
nevly  in  a  straight  line  with  the  umbilicus.  The  patient  said 
that  sometimes  tne  ventral  hernia  was  as  large  as  a  heQ*s  eogi 
liut  what  I  saw  him  it  was  oot  more  than  Jialf  that  sise« 
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M  HBft  vietuib  (to  uif  hii  Own  twordB)  ftbaetimes  $kMpei  at  itie 
swelling"  till  rejected.  Thehernui  was  readily  reduced;  imd 
then  a  small  circular  opening,  into  which  the  point  of  the  finger 
could  be  pot)  was  eittiJv  distinguished. 

N.  B.^A  number  of  cases  of  umbilical  hernia,  both  in  child* 
ren  and  adults,  appeared  at  the  Dispensary  $  but  I  have  no  re- 
gular account  of  them.  The  adults  were  all,  and  the  children 
mostly!  females. 

To  the  Sdiior  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Juumat. 

,  Sia,— rYou  will  confer  an  obligation  on  the  Medical  Society 
of  Edinburgh,  by  inserting  in  your  valuable  Publication  the 
flowing  paragraph. 

The  Boyal  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh  will  give  a  set  of 
books,  or  a  medal,  of  five  guineas  value,  to  the  author  of  the 
best  experimental  essay  In  answer  to  the  following  question. 
'  «  Does  any  decomposition  of  acids  and  alkalies  take  place  in 
tiidr  uniting  to  form  neutral  salts,  according  to  an  bpiaion  ad* 
vanced  by  Mr  Davy  in  respect  to  the  muriates  ?  ** 

Honorary,  extraordinary,  and  ordinary  members  of  the  So« 
ciety,  are  alone  to  be  invited  as  candidates. 

The  dissf>itations  are  tQ  be  written  in  English,  Latin,  or 
French,  and  (o  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  ]!)ecember  1812  j  and  the  adjudication  of  this  prize 
shall  take  place  in  the  last  wed^  of  February  following. 

To  each  dissertation  shall  be  affixed  a  motto,  whi^  must  al* 
so  be  written  on  the  outside  of  a  sealed  packet,  oontuning  the 
name  and  address  of  tbe.aothors.  No  dissertaUon  will  be  re- 
ceived with  the  author's  natne  affixed ;  and  all  dissertations,  ex- 
cept the  successful  one,  wUI  be  returned,  if  desired,  with  the 
aeoled  packet  unopoied.    I  am,  &c. 

Edinburgh^  19/^  Aprils  iSll.  Aisx.  Cummimo,  Sec. 


r^Qiiestiqris proposed  by  the  Harveian  Sociefy  of  Edinburgh^ 
/or  the  Years  1811,  12,  and  13. 

In  the  year  1777,  the  Harveian*  Society  of  Edinburgh  adopt- 
ed the  plan  of  proposing  prize*questions,  with  the  view  of  pro- 
moting experimental  inquiry  among  the  students  .of  medicine  at 
the  university.  During  several,  years,  this  competition  was  at**^ 
tended  with  the  best  enects :  And  some  students  gained  no  in« 
considerable  re|mtation  as  the  reward  of  their  industry  aiid  ge« 
nius.  But,  for  some  time  past,  in  consequence  of  particular  cir- 
cumstanceS|  this  plan  has  been  interrupted*    The  Society,  how- 
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ever,  tfiw* again  resblwad  Co  rerame  itf  by  pvopONilgraA  tltetdb- 
jtct  of  competition  for  this  yeuTt  181 1^ 


An  Experimental  Anafym  qf  Diabeiic  Urine* 


Dissertations  on  tbis  subject  must  be  transmitted  to  Dr  Dan- 
can  senior^  physician  in  Edinbui^Ki  principal  secretary  to  the 
Society,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  January  1812.  Each  disserta^ 
tion  must  be  accompanied  with  a  sealed  letter,  containing  the 
name  and  address  of  the  author,  and  marked  on  the  bads  with 
any  particular  motto.  The  same  motto  must  also*  be  pr^xed 
to  the  dissertation  to  which  the  letter  belongs. 

The  only  prize  given  by  the  SodeCy  to  the  snccessful  candi* 
dkte,  is  a  copy  of  the  quarto  edition  of  Dr  Harvey's  Works» 

|)ublished  by  the  G>Oege  of  Physicians  of  London.  But  he  is 
eft  at  liberty  to  employ  his  dissertation  afiaerwards,  in  any  way 
be  may  thinlc  proper.  And' accordingly,  different  dissertations 
presented  to  the  Harveian  Society,  have,  in  eonseqt^noe  of 
publication,  been  productive  of  considerable  honour  and  emo* 
lument  to  the  authors. 

The  Question  proposed  for  1812  is,  ^  An  Experimental  Es- 
say on  me  best  method  of  preparing  a  Soporific  Medicine  from 
the  Lactuca  sativa* " 

And  for  181S,  ^  An  Experimental  Essay  on  the  Efiects  of 
the  Succus  spissatus  Lactucse  sativa^  on  the  human  body.^ " 

ERRATA. 
Page  301,  ).  41, ^^alternately  rea]tf'a]terDStie<f. 

302,  L  lOtJbr  immunity  of  pain  read  immunity  from  pain,. 

305,  1.  iZ%for  crime  called  read  crime  and  called. 

-^    1*  ^Silfi^  relapfed  read  relaxed. 

3o8y  1.  4O1  Jbr  increafes  read  ceafes. 

309$  1*  38,  dele  the  period  after  urine  and  continue  the  lentEnce*- 

3si7,  L    I,,  of  u^t/jor  Rhubarb  read  ^gnefia. 

Communications  from  Dr  ANOEasoK,  }ILt  Smith,  Mr  Gbobtzgaiv^ 
Md  Mr  Spai»dikG|  arrived  too  late  for  insertion  in  the  present 
Number. 

*«*  Communications  may  be  addressed  to  the  Editors,  to  the  care* 
of  Messrs  Constable  &  Co.  Edinburgh ;  Lokgman  &  Co.  London  r- 
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PARt  I. 

Original  coivtMUNiCATioNsi 


I. 

Cases  qf  Pulmonary  Consumpiion,  treated  by  Regulated  Tempera-^ 
iure.  By  Isaac  Bukton,  M.  D.  Phyaiciaa  to  the  liondoiv 
Hospital. 

T\uRiN&  the  spring  of  tbe  jeanr  1810^  I  had  six  patients  under 
-^^  my  care^  each  of  whom,  bjr  my  desire,  emptojred  in  his ' 
chamb^  a  regdated  temperature.  It  was  likewise  recommended 
to  two  others,  and  for  a  time  partially  employed.  In  one  of  these 
cases,  the  patient  was  in  a  consumption,  so  far  advanced  that  I 
did  not  consider  any  assistance  as  likely  to  prove  useful,  and 
therefore  did  not  urge  this  or  Miy  other  remedy  very  strongly. 
In  the  other  case,  a  regulation  of  tne  tempersture  in  the  patient's 
chamber,  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  evident  utility  for  a  short 
time*  I  could  not,  however,  prevail  on  her  to  continue  its  use^. 
and  she  afterwards  sunk  under  the  ravi^^  of  her  complaint.  I 
mention  all  the  cases  in  which  I  used  this  remedy,  with  their  re* 
suits,  as  I  consider  this  a  lair  method  of  enabliog  others  to  ap- 
preciate the  value  of  the  means  employed.  It  wul  be  sten  that 
a  regulated  temperature  Was  by  no  means  uniformly  suedessful. 
But  I  think  I  may  affirm  it  was  hurtfiil  in  no  instance,  and  de« 
cidedly  beneficial  in  seveiraL 

Case  I. — January  .9th.    John  Brimner,  No,  11.  Fair  Street^ 
Tooley  Street,  Southwark^  a  Surry  Dispensary  patient,  aged  6i^ 
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ill  about  three  months,  but  worse  during  the  last  two  wedcs. 
Cough  very  severe ;  breath  short ;  great  soreness  about  his  naTei 
when  he  coughs ;  bowels  regular  till  yesterday,  when  he  had  no 
evacuation.  Has  been  accustomed  for  some  years  to  a  cough  in 
cold  weather ;  but  never  was  so  severely  affected  as  at  present. 
£1.  cath.  Stat. 

Em.  ol.  ant.  anod.  cum  tinct.  scill. 
Episp.  per  pet.  scrobiculo  cordis. 
12th. — Cough  not  so  severe;   bowels  confined;  blister  dis- 
charges still. 

Mist.  cath.  ant  cum  tinct.  scill. 
P.  coloc.  cum  caloro.  ij.  o.  n. 
16th. — Bowels  open  when  he  takes  the  pills;  was  very  sick 
three  days  ago  ;  cough  rather  increased,  particularly  at  night ; 
in  consequence  of  this  has  had  no  rest  during  the  last  two  nights; 
blister  discharges  a  little.     Pergat. 

19th. — Cough  stiU  severe;  mixture  mdces  him  very  «^; 
blister  discharges  but  little. 
Ep.  perp.  sterno. 

Em.  ol.  ant.  anod.  cum  tinct.  scill. 
P.  coloc.  cum  calom.  ij.  o.  n. 
25th. — Cough  extremely  bad  ;  very  weak ;  perspirte  much  at 
night ;  expectorates  with  difficulty  ;  blister  discharges  ;  boweb 
rather  confined.  , 

30th. — Nearly  as  he  was  ;  very  sick  ;  medicine  makes  him  so; 
vomits  much  with  the  cough ;  buster  does  not  dischai^^     P. 
Ep.  perp.  scrob.  cord. 
February  2d. — Very  little  difference ;  not  so  sick  as  he  was; 
blister  discharges  much.     P. 
Linct.  expectorans. 
6th. — Extremely  ill,  cough  being  excessively  severe ;  bowels 
regular  in  consequence  of  the  medicine ;  vomits  a  little  when  the 
expectoration  does  not  rise  freely  ;  blister  discharges.     P. 

9tfa. — {.slower;  very  hoarse;  throat  sore;  sleeps  much;  coughs 
very  much  about  three  in  the  morning,  and  continues  to  do  so 
till  eight ;  blister  discharges,  but  not  much  ;  appears  to  be  sink- 
ing.    P. 

Linct.  ammon.  fort.  gutt.  bis  de  die. 
Episp.  perpet.  sterno. 
Earnestly  recommended  regulated  temperature. 
1 3th. — Was  pleased  to  find  my  recommendation  adopted  ;  the 
room  being  small  in  which  the  patient  remains,  and  a  fire  burn- 
ing in  it  by  ni^ht  as  well  as  by  day,  the  temperature  appears  to  be 
kept  up  without  much  difficulty  to  60°  at  the  bed's  bead.     Last 
night  he  slept,  without  being  much  disturbed  by  the  congii ;  his 
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mouth  is  sore  from  the  mercury  contained  in  the  aperient,  pills; 
blister  discharges  well.     P. 

Pil.  aloes  cum  myrrho.  ij.  o.  n.  vice  pil.  coloc.  cum  calom. 
Gargar  aluminis. 
16th. — mtter  during  the  last  two  days;  but  last  night  the 
cough  returned  ;  moutn  less  affected ;  pills  keep  his  bowels  re- 
gular ;  appetite  improved.     P. 

20th. — Kather  better ;  blister  discharges  much.     P. 
27th. — Bowels  much  inclined  to  constipation ;  cough  dimi- 
niahed.    P. 

Pulv.  cathart.  p.  2.  n. 
ISth  ApriL — Not  quite  so  well ;  blister  quite  dry.     P. 

Empl.  pic.  Burg,  scrob.  cord. 
20th. — Cough  worse ;  does  not  rest  so  well  at  night ;  bowels 
more  regular.     P. 

Empl.  canthar.  scr.  cord. 
27th. — Cough  relieved  by  the  blister.     P. 
May  6th. — Cough  better  $  this  day  came  to  the  Dispensary ; 
stronger.     P. 

17tn. — Cough  diminished  $  strength  and  appetite  much  im- 
proved.    P. 

From  this  time  the  patient  discontinued  his  attendance  at  the 
Dispensary ;  and  as  the  simimer  advanced,  became  totally  free 
from  complaint 

Case  II. — January  17th.  Mrs  W.  aged  about  50,  has,  dur- 
ing the  last  three  or  four  winters,  been  subject  to  cough  and  dys- 
pnoea. This  winter  she  is  affected  in  the  same  manner,  but  is 
worse  than  usual,  tha  dyspnoea  being  very  severe,  and  the  cough 
rerj  violent  and  frequent  in  its  attacks.  She  complains  of  occa- 
sional pain  at  her  chest,  which  is  materially  increased  when  she 
coughs;  has  pains  also  over  the  forehead ;  tongue  rather  white; 
pulse  136;  bowels  opened  once  this  day;  complaints  have  been 
aggravated  within  the  last  three  days.  She  describes  herself  as 
having  good  health  in  the  summer,  and  as  becoming  ill  immedi- 
ately on  the  approach  of  winter.  But  at  that  time  she  generally 
feels  tolerably  well  in  a  warm  room.  If  she  quits  the  room  and 
goes  into  the  passage,  she  immediately  begins  to  cough.  In  cold 
weather,  she  is  accustomed  to  lie  with  her  head  under  the  bed-. 
clothes,  as  she  finds  that  she  can  then  breathe  with  ease ;  but  on 
removing  her  head  from  this  situation,  she  begins  to  cough  im- 
mediately* 

P.  rhei  cum  calom.  stat. 

Lac.  amygd.  cum  vin.  ant  tart,  et  tinct*  digit,  quater  de 
die. 

B  b2 
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Catapl.  sinap.  serob.  oord.  sudm,  et  poalea 

EmpL  cantb. 
Mrs  W.  was  nBCommeiKlcd  to  conftne  hendf  to  her  iMd,  and 
to  have  a  brisk  fire  kept  up  in  the  chamber  day  and  night. 

18th.^-Cathartic  operated  freely  i  Uiiter  baa  riaen  weH;  pa« 
tient  is  inttch  better  t  breath  oonaidenihly  rriierod  ;  ooilgh  eaiH 
er;  pulse  not  quite  100*    P. 

Cerat.  sabinae  scrob.  cord. 
It  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  detail  the  symptona  and  treat- 
ment from  day  to  day.  It  will,  I  conceive,  be  aaffideot  to  ob- 
serve, that,  with  some  little  interruption,  the  patient  gradoally 
amended,  so  as,  on  the  £9th,  to  declare  herself  very  well,  ex* 
cepting  a  degree  of  debility  which  sCiU  remttned.  Th*  cou^ 
and  dyspnoea  were  scarcely  perceptible.  Mrs  W/s  chamber  b> 
ing  large,  and  a  fire  in  a  common  fire-place  employed  to  heat 
the  room,  the  temperature  at  the  bed<-sidtt  was  very  various. 
The  lowest  point  at  which  I  observed  the  thermometer  was  Wf 
the  highest  60^  At  this  period  the  weather  was  severe  ;  and 
the  chamber  must  have  been  very  materially  colder^  had  it  not 
been  for  the  fire  constantly  burning. 

Case  III.-- February  8d.  Mrs  W.  aged  87,  ill  three  vreeks; 
attended  by  Mr  Dunkm  of  Dockhead.  G>mpkiii8  of  troofaie* 
some  cough,  with  dyspnoea  and  pain  in  the  chest$  toogoe  is  co- 
vered ;  sweats  much  at  night ;  freouently  feels  cold  at  the  same 
time ;  is  occasionally  rather  sick  $  Doweis  habitually  inclined  to 
constipation  ;  pulse  quick  and  irritated  f  her  moUier  and  sister 
died  of  consumption  ;  her  chest  is  narrow ;  haa  been  oocaaion- 
ally  subjpct  to  an  illness  of  the  same  kind  as  that  with  which  die 
is  now  afiected ;  but  it  never  before  reached  the  same  degree  of 
severity  as  it  now  has.  Hie  weather  has  lately  been  aevere,  and 
she  attributes  her  illness  to  considerable  exposure. 

Mist,  nitros.  cum  vin.  antim.  tait*  et  tincL  digit,  gtt.  x. 
4ter  de  die. 

Haust  cathnrt.  stat. 

Empl.  cantharid.  scrob.  cord,  et  postea  cerat  sabiiK 
6th. — Blister  drew  well ;  but  does  not  now  dischai^  modi ; 
patient  was  rather  better  till  yesterday  afternoon^  when,  her 
bowels  being  conAned,  she  became  sick ;  thinks  the  cough  and 
other  symptoms  nearly  as  before;  tongue  yellow  and  covered; 
threw  up  an  opening  draught  this  morning.     P. 

Extr.  col.  comp.  gr.  viij.     Calom.  gr.  ij.  sUt 
Ordered  the  skin  rais^  by  the  blister  to  be  remored,  and  the 
temperature  of  the  chamber  to  be  regulated  as  nearly  as  possi* 
ble  to  bO^ 
dth.— Cough  diminished ;  the  temperature  of  the  chamber  at 
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die  bed'9  bead  67^.  It  appeuft  to  be  kq>t  up  very  tpcH,  as  die 
loon  ia  amally  tbe  fi/e  cooatfoitly  preyeired^  aod  the  stove  pro- 
portioQaUy  liMrge«  Complains  of  tbe  air  which  she  breathes  oc- 
caakKiliUy  fiMlipg  hoti  bowek  open;  tongue  cleaner;  pulse  a* 
bool  80*    P. 

lStb»'*«-Co«gb0  vety  Kttle^  isTatberweail^er;  pulse  60;  bowek 
inclined  to  constipation ;  blister  .oomplelelj  dried  up. 

Mist.  mvrrb.QiMB  tincL  digiLgtt.  xg.  et  magn.  vitrioK  S* 
4ter  de  die. 
Emp].  pic  Burg,  cum  empi  canthar.  f  scroh.  oord. 

l?th. — rulse  60;  bowels  have  been  much  opened;  magn.  vitr^ 
has  in  consequence  been  laid  aside;  was  restless  last  night;  com- 
plains much  of  heat  at  her  stomach ;  has  a  so^r  taste  in  the 
mouth,,  veldoes  not  dislike  acids ^  coughs  but  little;  temper*^ 
lure  of  th0  room  at  bedVhead  62^r 

Mist-  acid.  nitr.  cum  tinct.  digit. 

Slst-r-PuIse  about  72;  coughs  very  little.  The  weather  be- 
ing extremely  cold,  experiences  a  difficulty  in  -keeping  up  the 
•temperature  to  a  proper  iieight ;  feels  a  very  sensible  inconvenir 
enoe  if  it  is  a  few  qegrees  lower  than  usual.  During  the  last  two 
or  three  days  has  perspired  considerably;  tongue  d^ner ;  rather 

bettemiipetite. 

Dec.  cinch,  j^ss.  cum  Ac  nitr.  gtt.  v).  et  tiuct.  dig.  gtt. 
x\).  4ter  de  die. 
March  7th. — Perspires  much ;  in  other  repects  better. 
April  5tfa. — From  tbe  last  report  to  this  day  I  did  not  see  her. 
She  continued,  however,  under  Mr  Dunkin's  care.    During  this 
time,  she  had  nearly  or  <quite  lost  her  cough ;  her  strengta  was 
increased,  but  she  still  continued  much  incuned  to  perspiration  ;, 
the  bowds  were  kept  regular  by  gende  cathartics ;  thmks  that 
within  a  few  di^s  she  has  taken  cold ;  complains  of  pains  in  the 
]imbs,  stomach,  and  backj  stoppage  in  the  head,  and  profuse 
perspirations  ;  tongue  furred  ;  does  not  cough. 

M.  caropn.  cum  tinct  digit  gtt.  x.  et  mag.  vitr.  Jss. 
iter  de  die 
8th.— Pulse  about  70;   tongue  hardly  so  much  covered; 
bowda  disordered  last  night;  pamin  stomach  much  diminished^ 
^nd  thai  at  the  back  quite  gone$  perspirations  continue. 

Inf.  cascarill.  cum  tincL  digit,  acid.  nitr.  et  mag.  vitr. 
After  this  time  I  did  not  visit  her,  but  i»he  was  for  a  consider- 
able period  attended  by  Mr  Dunkin,  as  the  perspiratious  still 
continued.  In  other  respects  she  gradually  amended ;  the  cough 
totally  left  her ;  she  became  fatter ;  and  her  strength  increased 
so  much,  that  &he  was  far  better  than  she  had  been  during  the 
preceding  summer. 
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Cabe  IV.  February  S6th. — Mr  E.,  ai(ed  about  29 ;  iD  mne 
months ;  attended  by  Mr  Reid,  Mile^end  Road.  Has  eoi^h ; 
shortness  of  breath ;  expectoration  of  mucus,  of  rather  a  tbick 
consistence,  and  yellow  cobur ;  pains  in  the  chest  and  left  side; 
is  much  worse  when  he  goes  out  of  a  warm  room  into  a  cold 
one;  is  worse  likewise  at  night  in  Ijrtng  down ;  much  emaciated- 
Appetite  good  ;  no  night  sweats ;  puke  quick ;  bowek  regular. 
He  coughed  during  the  summer ;  but  much  more  since  the  wea- 
ther has  become  colder.  Suffered  very  much  during  the  late  se* 
▼ere  weather.  Has  been  in  the  habit  of  frequently  drinking  to 
excess. 

Tinct.  scill.  gtt.  xx.  cum  tinct  digit*  gtt.  x.  quater  dedie. 
Episp.  perpet.  scr.  cord. 

Was  directed  to  confine  himself  to  his  chamberi  and  to  keep 
the  room  as  nearly  as  possible  to  a  regular  standard.  A  milk 
and  vegetable  diet  ordered. 

March  1st. — Does  not  cough  so  much  in  the  day^  bat  still 
coughs  very  severely  at  first  lymg  down  at  night.  GEumot  bear 
the  temperature  of  the  room  to  be  raised  very  high,  as  he  then 
suffers  from  the  heat.  Blister  scarcely  draws ;  pulse  appears  to 
roe  softer,  but  still  is  quick* 

(The  patient  not  having  a  thermometer,  I  could  not  be  parti* 
cular  as  to  the  exact  degree  of  heat  employed.) 

Tinct  scill.  gtt.  xx.  cum  tinct.  digit,  gtt*  x.  quater  de 

die. 
Empl.  pic.  Burgund.  cum  eraplast.  canthar.  ^  scrob. 
cord. 

After  this  period,  I  did  not  again  see  Mr  E.  Mr  Reid,  how- 
ever, informed  me,  that  he  kept  up  a  regular  temperature  in  his 
chamber  about  a  month,  during  which  time  he  gradually  amend- 
ed; and^  as  ^e  summer  advanced,  became  free  from  every  com- 
jplaint* 

Case  V.  February  118th. — Miss  S.,  aged  six ;  ill  one  month; 
attended  by  Mr  Reid,  Mile-end  Road.  Pain  in  the  chest;  cough; 
dyspnoea ;  expectoration  small  in  quantity ;  skin  hot ;  puke 
quick ;  tongue  covered,  but  moist,  and  said  to  be  cleaner  than  it 
has  been  ;  bowels  moderately  open.  Within  the  last  two  days, 
since  the  weather  has  become  warmer,  her  complaints  are  all 
better.  This  amelioration  has  been  assisted  by  a  Burgundy  pitch 
plaster  on  the  chest,  and  by  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  in  the 
chamber,  so  as  to  regulate  the  temperature  as  much  as  possible. 
This  appears  to  be  effected  very  well,  as  the  room  is  smalL 
Lac.  amygd.  cum  tinct.  scill. 

Continue  regulated  temperature. 
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March  4th.-^Doe8  not  cougb  so  much ;  appetife  better ;  ex- 
pectorates easily ;  a  little  pus  appears  to  be  in  the  expectora- 
tion, 

Lac.  amygd.  cum  tinct.  sc3l.  et  dig.  gtt.  iv.  4ter  de 
die. 
8tb. — Breath  shorter;  wheezes  considerably;  the  plaster  oc- 
casions venr  little  irritation. 

Episp.  perp.  scrob.  cord. 
Tinct.  digit,  cum  Tin.  ant.  tart. 
1  lth« — The  blister  has  slipped,  and  in  consequence  has  drawn 
much  over  the  whole  chest.     Breath  better;  pulse  about  HO; 
coughs  but  little. 

Mist,  nitros.  cum  vin.  ant  tart,  et  tinct.  digit. 
15th. — Pulse  rather  slower;    tongue  clean;    breath  easier; 
blister  continues  to  draw.     P. 

18th. — Pulse  102  ;  breathing  easier ;  cough  not  more  severe, 
although  the  weather  is  extremely  sharp.     F. 
Aug.  tinct.  digit. 
26th.-*Piri8e  about  90;   tongue  quite  clean;  yef^terday  was 
much  depressed ;  cough  and  expectoration  trifling;  bowels  re* 
gular ;  appetite  good ;  blister  still  discharges. 

Inf.  coK>mb8e,  cum  tinot.  digit.- — Cerat.  sabin. 
April  1st.— Pulse  104  ;   cough  nearly  gone ;    expectoration 
trifling ;  blister  still  discharges  much  ;  no  pain  ;  does  not  sweat 
excepting  when  she  e^certs  herself ;  appetite  good  ;  bowels  regu- 
lar ;  appears  stronger.     P. 

Cer.  sabin.  dilutum* 
9th. — Appears  in  every  respect  better ;  appetife  improved  ;  a 
little  colopr  Jr  her  cheeks  ;  scarcely  any  cough ;  strength  some- 
what increased  ;  blister  quit^  dry.  P. 
i£mpl.  pic.  Burg,  scrob.  cord. 
As  Miss  S.  was  so  much  improved,  I  noMr  took  my  leave  of  her, 
with  the  request  that  the  regulated  temperature  might  be  conti- 
nued till  the  weather  was  warm.  This  was  promised,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  was  carried  into  effect,  as  she  was  attended  by  her  mo- 
ther with  the  most  anxious  care.  I  was,  however,  requested  to 
see  her  again,  May  14th,  when  1  found  her  breath  very  short, 
44  respirations  being  rnade  in  a  minute.  Coughs  occasionally, 
but  not  very  much  ;  has  some  pain  in  tn^r  chest:  appetite  dtmi- 
niahed;  excessively  weak;  pulse  112;  bowels  regular.  These 
symptoms  commenced  a  very  few  days  after  I  left  Miss  S.  and  by 
almost  imperceptible  degrees  have  reached  this  alarming  height. 
Blistering  and  other  remedies  were  employed,  but  without  ef- 
fect.    The  weakness  increased,  though  the  other  symptoms  di- 


miiiisbed :  and  she  6unk»  apparently  the  vkdm  of  e&Ureme  de- 
bility, the  latter  end  of  the  month. 

CaseTI.  March  18tJh.-*^Mi86  A*  a^  19;  ill «](  months; 
attended  by  Mr  Reid»  Mile-end  Road.  Breath  vary  short; 
«ough  freqaenti  expectoration  conrideraUe  and  pnnuent;  la- 
bours mudi  in  breathing;  much  emaciated ;  tongue  fiuered; 
perspires  at  night ;  cannot  lie  down  in  bed ;  pulse  indistinct ; 
ooweb  regular ;  no  appetile.  From  very  earijr  yean  has  been 
acGUstomra  to  a  cough  every  winter;  bat  this  winter  Imb  been 
anuch  worse  than  usifal. 

Episp.  perp.  s.  cord. 
Tinct  oigit.  gtt  xr.  quater  de  die. 
Begulated  temperature. 

Miarch  15th. — Pulse  is  now  distinct^  and  !  make  it  about  1€0. 
Breathing  easier ;  tongue  rather  cleaner ;  does  not  oou^  or  spit 
«o  much  ;  blister  draws  well ;  the  heat  cf  die  room  not  saffid* 
€ndy  great 

March  18tb. — Pulse  1S6 ;  can  Uedown  isbed.  On  die  whole 
seems  rather  better,  extorting  that  within  a  (pw  days  die  hai 
coughed  radier  more.  Tnis  probably  ha» arisen  firom  ihe  eoid* 
ness  of  the  weather,  which  causes  the  teropeFatuve  of  the  room 
to  be  much  too  low,  as  it  is  warmedby  an  open  fir&rplace. 
'     .    Repr.  cerat  sabin- 

Tinct.  seill.  gtt.  xv*  cum  tinct  digit  gtt  zviij.  iter  de 
die. 

24th. — Pulse  about  lOQ;  tongue  moist,  but  covered  at  the 
back,  thou^  cleaner  at  the  edges ;  perspired  last  night ;  per- 
apires  chiefly  about  the  head ;  expectoration  not  so  great,  bat 
purulent ;  blistered  part  cpntinties  to  discbarga     P. 

Went  to  bed  last  nigh(  without  any  symptoms  indkatinfi^  pe- 
culiar danger.  Had  occasion  to  rise  during  the  night  whi<£  she 
did  without  any  difiieulty,  but  expired  almost  imaaediately  after 
her  jceturn  to  bed.   ... 

In  reading  the  above  cases,  th^re  will  evidendv  be  some  diffi- 
culty in.determioing  how  far  the  regulation  of  the  temperature 
contributed  to. the  restoration  of  health  in  those  who  recovered, 
or  to.  the  prolongation  of  life  in  those  who  died.  This  difficulty 
proceeds  from  tne  employment  of  othef  remedies  at  the  same  time, 
as  thus  a  pure  experiment  could  not  be  made.  ■•  Yet  the  wish  to  tzy 
such  an  experiment  certainly  would  not  justify  our  uaeof  diis  a* 
louc,  as  other  remedies,  e*  g.  blisters,  are  of  so  great  power,  that  s 
neglect  of  them  mi^ht  probably,  in  soaie  cases,  occasion  the  loss 
of  that  life  which,  by  their  assistance,  might  have  been  preserve 
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ed.    Bat  Ab  ainamast  is  eqnelljr  applicable  to  a  r^tilation  of 
the  temperature,  which,  if  really  a  powerful  and  useful  remedy, 
iii^  turn  the  scale  in  the  patient^s  favomr,  where  odier  remedies 
are  not-of  sufficient  weight;  and  that  it  is  such,  may,  I  (hink, 
fairly  be  argued  from  the  preceding  cases.    It  was  most  decide 
ed^  beneficial  to  Brimner  (No*  I.)  and  to  Mrs  W«  (No*  III.) 
BnflMier  was  ^idently  sinking  under  his  complaint,  and  I  have 
nat  the  smaUcst  doubt  would  have  died  in  less  than  a  fortnight, 
had  not  his  chamber  been  carefully  heated.    In  a  very  short  tim^ 
i^kev  the  emjployment  of  this  additional  remedy,  his  amendment 
was  perceptiDle  and  decided ;  and  from  that  time  he  e<Hitinu^, 
with  little, interruption,  to  recover.    The  same  remedies  were 
still  continued  which  had  been  previously  employed,  and  during 
th«  emplmrraent  of  whk:h  he  had  rapidly  dedined,  when  they 
wwe  wiaraed  by  a  regu)ati<Hi  of  temperature.    In  the  instance  of 
Mrs  W«  (No.  III.)  the  relation  of  the  temperature  in  her  cham«» 
ber  was  commenced  so  soon  after  the  employment  of  other  jieme* 
dies,  and  was.  so  closely  combined  with  them,  that  it  is  hardly 
possiUe to  determine  with  precision,  the degreein  which  atiy  ane,» 
in  particular,  contributed  to  her  recovery.    That  she  was  in  a 
aiost  ertlical  sita&tioii,  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  severity  of 
her  symptoms;  firom  her  oonsnmptive  mdce;  and  from  the 
death  of  two  of  her  nearest  rdatives  bv  consumption.     That  th^ 
legulation  of  the  temperature  was  of  great  importance,  is  also 
evident  from  the  drcurostiince  of  h^  always*  finding  the  symp- 
toms worse,  whenever  the  thermometer  descended  a^  few  degreea 
bdow  60%  which  it  occask>naUy  did  when  the  weather  was  ve- 
ry severe.     Mrs  W.  (No.  II )  also  generally  felt  herself,  during 
winter,  pretty  well,  while  she  continued,  in  a  warm  room  $  but 
began  to  cough  immediately  on  quitting  it  for  the  cold  air  of  a 
passage.     Hence  I  conceive,  that  the  warmth  of  the  air  which 
she  breathed,  could  not  bean  object  of  indifference  to  her  health. 
Mr  £.'s  case  (No.  IV.)  will  not  prove  any  thing  decisive,  as  there 
is  no  circumstance  to  show  that  any  one  remedy  employed  was 
chiefly  beneficial,  though,  combined,  they  certainly  vr^re  so,  as  the 
patient  began  gradually  to  amend  from  the  time  when  they  were 
used ;  whereas,  before  that  time,  liis  health  had  been  gradually 
declining.     Regulated  temperature  being  one  of  the  remedies 
resorted  to  in  this  instance,  most  have  its  share  of  credit  from 
the  patient's  recovery.     Of  the  unsuccessful  cases  (two  out  of  the 
six)  Misa  S.'8  Hfe  (No.  V.)  appeared  to  me  to  be  prolonged  by  the 
employment  of  this  remedy,  although  she  ultimately  leli  a  vic- 
tim to  her  complaiDt.     In  Miss  A.'s  ( No.  VL)  chamber,  the  heat 
was  so  little  raised,  that  her  case  can  scarcely  be  considered  as  one 
in  which  regulated  temperature  was  used.     Not  that  this  cir- 
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cumstance  appeared  to  me  of  material  comeqnenoe ;  for  her  dk- 
order  was  so  far  advanced,  that  I  believe  no  remedy^  or  oonjono 
lion  of  remedies,  would  have  saved  her.*»Before  I  ooncliide  this 
paper,  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  mode  of  preaerv- 
ing  a  regulated  temperature.  In  an  essay  which  I  published  the 
latter  end  of  1809,  I  recommended  the  common  shop  or  ironing 
stove,  as  far  preferable  for  this  purpose  to  the  open  fire-plaoe. 
My  opinion  on  this  point  is  still  precisely  the  same  as  it  then  was. 
When  the  room  is  large,  and  the  weather  is  cold,  there  is  very 
great  difficulty  in  keeping  up  the  temperature  at  the  part  farthest 
from  the  fire  to  60^  or  65^,  if  the  open  fise^place  is  employ* 
ed.  In  Mrs  W.'s  (No.  II.)  chamber,  I  never  saw  the  thermome- 
ter higher  than  60°,  although  a  large  fire  was  constantly  burn- 
ing, and  once  it  was  as  low  as  i7^  In  Miss  A.'s  apartment  (No. 
Vl.)  I  repeatedly  noticed  in  my  reports,  that  the  heat  was  not 
sufficienty  great.  In  those  rooms,  where,  from  their  smallness, 
and  the  lowness  of  the  ceiling,  the  heat  can  be  best  preserved, 
there  still  occasionally  will  be  some  difficulty  in  very  cold  wea- 
then  This  was  experienced  by  Mrs  W.  (Na  III.)  Whf^n  it  is 
necessary  to  raise  the  fire  very  much,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
proper  temperature  at  the  distant  parts  of  the  room,  those  who 
are  obliged  to  approach  the  fire,  experience  inconvenience  from 
its  rays.  The  common  shop- stove  is,  in  a  considerable  decree, 
free  n-om  these  inconveniencies,  is  easily  fixed,  alid  does  not 
burn  so  many  coals  as  the  open  fire- place.  Its  price  is  also  very 
moderate.  I  believe,  that  for  a  middle  sized  room,  the  expense 
of  the  stove  itself,  and  of  fixing  it  up,  would  scarctly  exceed 
thirty  shillings. 

Fenchwch  Street^  July  ^th,  1811. 
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On  the  use  of  the  Couchinfr- Needle  in  Infants  qfa/fw  Months  Old. 
By  Benjamin  Gibson,  Surgeon,  Manchester. 

"llirHATEVER  objections  have  beeiv  urged  against  the  safe  and 
^  ^  effectual  use  of  the  couching-needle  in  infants,  have  always 
appeared  to  me  so  slight,  and  so  easily  surmountable,  that,  with* 
out  inquiring  particularly  into  the  real  state  of  the  question,  I 
have  long  concluded  in  my  own  mind,  that  the  same  moti^-es 
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whidi  would  induce  an  operator  to  couch  a  cataract  at  any  pe-  > 
riod  of  adult  life,  would  equally  lead  hiiii  to  perform  that  opera- 
tion at  any  earlier  period^  when  a  cataract  might  exist.  Acting 
upon  this  presumption,  I  have  operated  upon  children  of  all  ages, 
for  ten  years  past — The  iise  of  the  couching- needle  in  children, 
has  not,  indeed,  been  particularly  pointed  out  by  authors  who 
have  written  upon  the  subject  .of  the  cataract,  but  I  have  attri- 
buted their  silence  on  this  head,  principally  to  this  circumstance ; 
that,  as  there  can  be  no  great  difference  between  the  mode  dL 
using  the  couching- needle  in  adults  and  infants,  many  authors 
may  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  particularize  the  age.  Some 

vmters,  however,  have  mentioned  the  subject. Upon  looking 

into  Mr  Hey's  excellent  remarks  upon  the  operation  of  couching, 
I  find  a  case  related,  in  which  he  used  the  needle  with  success 
upon  the  eve  of  a  child  two  years  old.  It  is,  perhaps,  unfor- 
timate  for  the  public,  that  the  subject  of  his  operation  happened 
to  be  unmanageable,  and  that  the  rolling  motion  of  the  eye,  and 
the  power  of  retracting  the  eye>ball  within  the  orbit,  oifered  im- 
pediments to  the  use  ot  the  couching-needle,  which  induced  that 
eminent  operator  to  relinquish  any  farther  attempts.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate, also,  that  the  patient  operated  upon  was  not  six  months 
old  instead  of  two  yeai*s :  in  which  case,  the  obstacles  arising 
from  the  rolling  and  retraction  of  the  eye,  would  not  have  exist* 
ed;  and  Mr  Hey's  superior  judgment,  aided  by  the  experience 
of  a  few  similar  cases,  would  soon  have  discovered  the  general 
facility  and  uniform  efficacy  of  performing  the  operation  of 
couching  upon  infants  a  few  months  old.  Besides  Mr  Hey,  Mr 
Ware  and  others  have  furnished  the  profession  with  cases,  in 
which  the  couching- needle  was  successfully  used  a  few  years  af- 
ter birth.  Mr  Ware,  indeed,  appears  to  have  been  long  deterred 
from  adopting  this  operation  at  aJl  ages,  merely  by  having  given 
an  unconditional  preference  to,  and  by  havuig  placed  implicit 
confidence  in  the  operation  of  extraction.  So  injudicious  a  pre- 
judice in  favour  of  either  of  these  operations  exclusively,  is  now 
fast  declining ;  and  oculists  begin  to  discover,  that  although  the 
operation  of  extraction  is  more  immediately  decisive  and  effectual, 
yet,  under  circumstances  unfavourable  to  its  performance,  the 
couching*ncedlc  is  an  instrument  infinitely  better  calculated  to 
insure  success.— — Mr  Hey,  and  Mr  Ware,  with  their  predeces- 
sor the  great  Cheseldfen,  having  thus  shown  the  practicability,  as 
well  as  the  efficacy,  of  using  the  couching-  needle,  at  an  age  when 
the  steadiness  and  resolution  of  the  patient  could  not  be  depend- 
ed upon,  what  merit  is  left  for  any  of  their  successors,  except  it 
be  that  of  reviving  and  extending  the  benefits  of  the  operation, 
by  making  their  experience  public,  afler  having  fully  ascertained, 
tJiat  the  infant  of  Jive  or  six  months  old  is  a  more  favourable  sub- 
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ject  fir  the  use  qf  the  needle^  than  at  tmoyeors^  or  any 
age? 

In  addition  to  the  dforts  of  theMse  eminent  praotitioncrs,  I 
may  observe,  that  two  or  three  years  ago,  I  h^d  noticed  in  the 
reports  of  the  London  Institution,  for  me  cure  of  diseases  of  the 
ej^es  and  ears,  which  reports  I  found  dispersed  and  exhifabed  in 
the  public  news-rooms  of  this  town,  that  the  cataract  in  infiuds 
was  removed  by  the  late  oculist  to  that  Institution,  by  ao  opeva* 
tion  peculiar  to  himself;  Since,  however,  the  operation  peffom* 
ed  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  the  instrument  by  which  it  was 
effected,  appear  to  have  been,  in  a  gf'eat  measure,  carefaDv  aad 
intentionaUy  concealed  from  the  profession  at  large,  I  am  docifat^ 
fill  of  the  use»  or  even  the  propriety,  ^f  alluding  to  the  practice 
of  such  an  individual  upon  this  occasion.  By  the  annual  proda* 
mation  of  his  success,  ne  has,  as  yet,  only  excited  the  cttriositf 
of  his  brethren.  How  far  any  hopes,  they  may  have  fonned, 
will  be  realised ;  or  what  may  be  the  nature  or  merits  of  the  o« 
peration,  or  the  form  of  his  instrument,  time  alone  can  dis" 
cidse.  In  the  mean  while,  since  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
operation  of  couching  the  cataract  in  infants  is  by  do  means  so 

Seneral,  as,  from  the  facility  of  its  performance  and  auceesa  it 
eserves  to  be,  I  shall  proceed  to  stiste  the  general  result  of  my 
experience  in  a  considerable  numbo*  of  cases. 

In  performing  the  operation  of  couching  infiints,  it  has  always 
appeared  to  ihe,  diat  the  advantages  to  Im  gained  by  restonag 
vision  at  so  early  a  period,  are  so  important,  as  to  bear  dowii  any 
obstacles  which  mav  ooeasionally  be  opposed  to  the  safe  uae  of 
the  needle.     Even  toe  risk  of  deranging  the  figure  of  the  pcmil, 
forms  no  solid  objection  to  its  use ;  anc  may  always  be  avoioed 
by  steadiness  and  good  management.  Should  even  a  slight  change 
in  its  figure  be  produced,  it  is  seldom  in  the  least  detrimental  to 
distinct  vision,  and  can  scarcely  be  considered  a  blemish  in  the 
eye  of  any  one,  except  perhaps  in  that  of  a  geometrician  $  who 
may  not  easily  reconcile  to  himself  the  presence  of  an  oval  open- 
ing, where  one  of  a  circular  form  should  exist.     It  may  feither 
be  observed,  that  if  an  operator  cannot  depend  upon  his  manage- 
ment of  the  eye,  so  as  to  render  it  steady  by  the  introduction  of 
the  couching-needie,  he  can  avail  himself  of  the  assistance  of  a 
speculum  to  restrain  its  motions.    ' 

The  following  observations  will  apply  prineipallv  to  infants 
under  twenty  months  old.  The  advantages,  which  an  opera* 
tor  possesses  in  operating  upon  a  child  of  this  age^  as  compared 
with  a  child  of  three  years  old,  or  upwards,  are  important.  An 
infant  is  not  conscious  of  the  operation  intended :  it  is  free  from 
the  fears  created  by  imagination,  and  can  oppose  very  feeble  re- 
sbtance  to  the  means  employed  to  secure  it  with  steadiness.    At 


an  earl  J  age  it  has  not  acquired  the  power  of  redractii^  the  eye 
deep  in  the  socket^  so  that  the  operator  has  always  a  good  pros- 
pecrt  of  introducing  die  couching-needle  wkb  ease»  by  watching 
a  proper  opportunity.  The  eye  has  not,  at  this  time,  acquired 
the  unsteady  rolling  motion  which,  after  a  few  years  is  so  com* 
mon  and  remarkable  in  children  born  blind,  or  reduced  to  that 
state  soon  after  birth*  So  that  this  impediment  to  the  easy  in- 
troduction, of  the  needle  doe^  not  exist  in  infartts  a  few  mon  the 
old.  The  operator  also*  has  it  in  his  power  to  administer  a  dose 
of  opium,  sufficient  to  render  the  steps  necessary  to  expose  the 

eye«  almost  entirely  .diaregarded  by  his  patient. With  respect 

to  the  state  of  the  eve  it<^^  bat  particularly  that  of  the  cataract^ 
this  is  more  feTouraole  for  the  operation,  than  at  any  future  period 
of  life.  In  infiints  the  cataract  is  generally  fluid,  and  merely  re- 
quires the  free  rupture  of  its  contaming  capsule,  which  is  in  that 
case  generafly  opaque.  The  capsule,  however,  is  tender,  and 
easily  removed  by  the  n^^Ie,  so  as  to  leave  an  aperture  suffi- 
ciendy  large  for  the  admbsion  of  light.     The  milky  fluid  which 

escapes  firom  the  capsule*  is  anon  removed  by  absorption. If 

on  tne  other  hand,  the  cataract  shduM  be  soft,  it  is  generally  of 
so  pulpy  a  softness,  that  the  free  laceration  of  the  anterior  part 
of  its  capsule,  and  the  consequent  admission  of  the  aqueous  hu- 
mour, ensures  its  speedy  dissolution  and  disappearance,  without 
the  necessity  of  a  second  operation.  Should  tiie  cataract  happed 
to  be  hard,  there  will  be  no  more  diflicukv  in  depressing  it  than 
in  an  adnk.  So  uniformly  favourable  is  the  state  of  the  cataract 
to  the  success  of  the  operation,  that  I  may  venture  to  pronounce* 
that  an  operator  of  common  experience  and  expertness,  will  sel- 
dom fail  of  success,  if  he  can,  in  an  adult,  depress  a  hard  cata^ 
Tact,  or  rupture  the  containing  capsule,  and  break  down  the 
substance  of  a  soft  or  fluid  cataract  when  it  occurs. 

Such  are  the  advantages  derived  from  the  a;;e  of  the  patientt 
and  state  of  qre,  which  would  induce  an  operator  to  use  the 
couching«^needle  a  few  months  after  birth.  If  however  a  surgeon 
had  even  difficulties  to  encounter,  which  do  not  occur  in  aduks, 
surely  the  invaluable  benefit  conferred  by  enabling  an  infant  to 
become  an  intelligent  being  like  other  children,  instead  of  re- 
maining in  a  state  approaching  to  idiotism,  would  incline  him 
to  run  some  risk  of  feilure,  and  to  make  more  than  commoo 
exertion,  especially  as  there  is  little  chance  of  injuring  the  eye, 
when  proper  precautions  are  used.  Yet  so  important  a  consider- 
ation appears  to  have  had  little  influence  upon  oculists,  and  hence 
many  children  have  been  doomed  to  vear^  of  darkness,  happy,  in 
the  estimation  of  their  parents  and  u'iends,  if  they  could  distin- 
guish black  from  white ;  or  discern  any  perceptible  difference  be« 


39S  Mr  Gibson  on  the  Use  of  the  Couching^lfeeiBe  in  ii/knis.  Oct- 

tween  the  brightness  of  the  sun  and  the  glimmering  of  a  taSov 
candle. 

These  advantages  which  an  operator  will  possess,  when  be  at- 
tempts the  removal  of  a  cataract  in  a  child  of  a  few  months  old, 
are  peculiar  to  that  period.  In  proportion  as  the  age  of  the  pa- 
tient advances,  until  he  arrives  at  the  age  of  discretion,  and  caa 
estimate  in  some  measure  the  value  of  sight,  by  feeling  his  loss, 
the  difficulties  opposed  to  the  use  of  the  couebhig^needle  i 
His  fears  of  the  operation,  the  unsteadiness  of  the  eye,  and 
power  of  retracting  it  within  the  orbit,  present  considerable^  but 
not  insuperable  obstacles  §  such,  however,  as  every  surgeoQ 
would  willingly  dispense  with,  if  he  had  it  in  his  power. 

Before  an  operation,  at  an  early  age,  is  recominended,  the 
practitioner  ought  (as  in  any  other  age)  carefully  to  ascertain 
that  the  cataract  is  not  complicated  with  a  defective  state  of  the 
retina,  or  with  a  complete  amaurosis.  Such  cases  are  by  no 
means  uncommon.  Some  years  ago,  I  recollect  to  have  seen 
five  or  six  children,  the  families  of  two  sisters,  who  were  all  to- 
tally blind,  and  in  an  idiotic  state,  with  cataracts  accompanied 
by  amaurosis.  It  does  not,  however,  enter  into  my  present  plan 
to  point  out  the  symptoms  by  which  these  states  are  distinguish* 
ed  from  each  other. 

In  using  the  couching-needle  upon  the  eyes  of  infants,  the  only 
deviations  from  the  usual  steps  of  the  operation,  are  principally 
in  the  mode  of  securing  ana  preparing  the  patient.     I  have  al- 
ways ordered  an  opiate  a  few  hours  before  tne  operation,  suffi- 
cient to  produce  a  considerable  degree  of  drowsiness,  so  that  the 
infant  in  general  allows  its  eyelids  to  be  opened  and  properly  se- 
cured, without  resistance,  and  is  little  inclined  to  onfer  any  im- 
pediment to  the  introduction  of  the  couching-needle ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  presents  the  sclerotica  to  view,  naturally  turning  up  the 
white  of  its  eye.     If  the  infant  be  more  than  a  year  old,  or  when- 
ever it  may  be  necessary,  I  introduce  its  body  and  arms  into  a  kind 
of  sack,  open  at  both  ends,  furnished  with  strings  to  draw  round  the 
neck,  and  tie  sufficiently  tight  round  the  legs,  so  that  its  hands  are 
effectually  secured,  and  the  assistants  have  only  to  steady  its  body 
and  fix  its  head,  whilst  the  child  is  laid  on  a  table  upon  a  pi£> 
low.     I  have  never  found  it  necessary  to  use  a  speculum,  having 
uniformly  found,  that  after  the  couching-needle  was  introdaced, 
I  had  no  difficulty  in  commanding  the  eye,  aided  by  a  slight  de» 
gree  of  pressure  upon  the  eyeball  wilh  the  fore  and  middle  fin- 
gers of  my  left  hand,  used  to  depress  the  under  eyelid.     The  spe- 
culum, however,  can  easily  be  applied,  if  an  operator  prefer  it. 
I  have  generally  used  Professor  Scarpa's  needle,  because  in  in« 
fants  the  free  rupture  of  the  capsule  of  the  lens  ought  common- 
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ly  to  be  aimed  at,  that  the  milky  cataract  may  escape  and  mix  with 
the  aqueous  humour;  or  if  the  cataract  be  soft,  that  the  aque* 
ous  humour  may  be  freely  admitted  to  its  pulpy  substance,  pre- 
viously broken  down  by  the  needle.  The  depression  of  the  hard 
cataract  in  infants,  has  nothing  peculiar  in  it  Before  Professor 
Scarpa's  needle  was  known  in  this  country,  I  u^ed  Mr  Hey's, 
which  was  generally  effectual,  and  possesses  the  recommendation 
of  being  loss  liitble  to  have  its  point  engaged  with  the  iris* 
When  a  milky  catiract  has  been  thus  evacuated,  it  mixes  with 
the  aqueous  humour  and  renders  it  turbid;  but  generally  within 
the  space  of  two  days,  the  eve  acquires  its  natural  transparency, 
and  vision  commences.  When  the  capsule  and  substance  of  the 
.  soft  cataract  has  been  broken  down,  and  the  aqueous  humour 
has  come  into  contact  with  it,  the  solution  and  disappearance  of 
the  cataract  have  uniformly  taken  place,  in  a  short  time,  in  all  the 
cases  upon  which  I  have  operated.  Although  I  have  met  with 
catararts  in  infants  hard  enough  to  bear  depression*  yet  I  never 
met  with  a  simple  membraneous  cataract;  though  this  is  no  un- 
common occurrence  in  patients,  at  the  age  of  eight  or  ten,  as 
well  as  in  adults  who  have  been  blind  from  birth.  Within  a  few 
weeks  I  have  operated  upon  three  patients,  about  ten  years  old^ 
who  had  simple  membraneous  cataracts  in  both  eyes;  and  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion,  that  at  any  earlier  period  these  cataracts 
had  been  of  the  milky  kind ;  and  that  the  fluid  having  been  ab- 
sorbed, the  opaque  capsule  which  originally  contained  it,  now 
formed  the  membraneous  cataract.  In  sucn  cases,  the  opaque 
membrane  may  generally  be  broken  down  by  Mr  Hey's  or  Scar- 
pa's needle.  I  have  found  from  experience,  however,  that  a  pa- 
tient of  the  age  of  ten  or  fourteen  years,  is  occasionally  disposed 
to  be  very  unmanageable ;  so  that  I  have  generally  been  content, 
in  such  a  case,  should  I  have  succeeded  in  restoring  the  sight  o( 
one  eye,  to  leave  the  other  until  my  patient  has  fully  learned  to 
estimate  the  blessing  of  sight. 

There  are  ^everaI  other  strong  reasons  for  performing  the  ope- 
ration at  an  early  period,  independent  of  those  already  mention* 
ed.  Few  practitioners,  at  all  conversant  with  cases  of  blindness 
from  birth,  will  deny,  that  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  eye  may 
lose  a  considerable  part  of  its  original  powers,  from  the  mere 
circumstance  of  its  having  so  long  remained  a  passive  organ. 
Hence  probably  it  happens,  that,  in  some  cases  of  congenital 
cataract,  the  only  benefit  conferred  on  the  patient  by  an  opera- 
tion, is  that  of  enabling  him  to  find  his  way  in  an  awkward  man- 
ner, and  to  discriminate  the  more  vivid  colours.  Such  patients 
have  never  been  able  to  discern  small  objects,  or  to  judge,  in  any 
useful  degree,  of  figure  or  magnitude.     I  am  well  aware,  how- 
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ever,  that  in  some  rare  iiMlaneeft  such  a  ddccli?e  state  of  the 
eye  exists  from  birth. 

Another  circumstancei  which  muBi  have  attracted  die  att^tion 
of  ocdists,  is,  that,  in  a  few  years,  .the  eye  of  a  palittit  bom 
bUnd,  acquires  a  restlcBs  and  rolling  motion,  which  ia  at  length 
so  firmly  established  by  habit,  that  he  has  little  oontroal  over  it* 
This  motion  unfortunately  continues  for  a  oonuderaUe  time  af> 
ter  sight  ha$  been  restored  to  such  a  person,  and  is  a  veiy  nttte* 
rial  obstacle  to  the  early  attainment  of  a  knowledge  of  the  ob- 
jects of  vision.  He  cannot  fix  his  eye  steadily  upon  one  point 
for  a  moment,  and  the  inconvenience  which  arises  from  this  un- 
steadines  is,  to  such  a  person,  occasionally  as  great  a  bar  to  the 
distinct  view  of  an  object,  as  the  unstea^  moticn  of  the  same 
object  would  be  to  one  whose  vision  is  perfect.  This  inconTeni* 
ence  any  one  can  sppreciate,  and,  ns  &r  as  I  know,  it  is  com* 
pletely  avoided  by  restoring  sight  at  an  early  age. 

It  will  be  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  urge  the  most  import- 
ant, and  at  the  same  time  the  most  obvious  of  ail  reasons^  fiv 
removing  the  cataract  at  an  early  period;  I  mean  the  loas  of 
those  years  which  ought  to  be  spent  in  edacatioo.  The  argu* 
ments  which  have  been  akeady  used  in  favour  of  the  eafly  per- 
formance of  the  operation,  wiU,  I  hope^  prove  sufficiently  strong 
to  induce  practitioners  to  adopt  it;  and  should  occasional  obsta- 
cles occur,  they  must  be  met  with  steadiness  and  cauticm.  By 
this  means,  I  trust,  their  efforts  will  be  uniformly  crowned  with 
success,  and  the  greatest  of  aQ  blessings  be  conferred  at  a  time 
when  it  is  most  required. 

Portland  Flace^  Manchester,  June  13,  1811. 
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Cases  of  Strangulated  Hernia  r  mth  Remarks^  and  farther  S^ec^ 
tions  on  that  Disease.    By  Edward  Gkoghegan,  Sni^eon  in 

Dublin. 

Tm  December  last,  a  gentleman  i^ed  60,  who  had  had  a  reducible 
^  hernia  SO  years,,  was  suddenly  seized  with  the  symptoms  of 
strangulation  whilst  walking  the  street.  Afier  about  two  hours 
I  saw  him.  There  was  a  large  portion  of  intestine  in  the  scrotum, 
and  great  tension  and  pain  at  the  ring.    I  endeavoured,  by  the 
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application  of  cdd  water  and  ice  to  lessen  the  size  of  the  turner 
fied  parts,  avoiding  the  taxis.  Having  pursued  this  plan  an  hour 
without  success,  and  finding  that  tlie  sensibility  of  the  part  had 
decreased,  I  then  made  a  trial  with  my  hands  to  press  out  the 
contents ;  but  their  passage  was  interrupted.  The  general  difH 
tress  increasing,  eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm, 
a  purgative  glyster  was  administered,  and,  after  some  faeced 
.were  aischargcd,  a  weak  infusion  of  tobacco,  to  which  languor 
succeeded.  In  this  state  I  applied  the  hands,  and  was  sur- 
prised at  not  feeb'ng  the  testicle  on  that  side :  the  patient  inform- 
ed me,  that  it  had  never  descended  so  low  as  the  other,  was  much 
smaller,  and  had  sometimes  ascended  into  the  belly,  })nrticuiarly 
when  returning  his  hernia.  On  a  minute  examination  I  discover- 
ed the  testis  as  a  plug  in  the  aperture,  by  its  pressure  closing  up 
the  intestinal  tube,  and  impeding  the  circulation,  thus  producing 
the  strangulation.  I  endeavoured  to  remcive  the  testis^  but  tail- 
ed. The  pulse  having  increased  in  frequency  and  hardness,  four 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away,  which  was  succeeded  by  an 
abatement  of  the  pain,  and  greater  regularity  of  pulse.  Despair- 
ing of  being  able  to  remove  the  obstructing  cause  without  ex- 
posing the  parts,  I  proposed  the  operation,  to  which  consent  was 
refused.  I  directed  all  my  efforts  towards  dislodging  the  testis^ 
which  at  length  succeeded :  the  hernia  became  diminished  in  size, 
and  the  strangulation  yielded.  This  took  place  on  the  third 
morning  after  the  attack. 

In  April  1811,  I  was  called  upon  to  see  ft  female,  n^ho  was 
seized  about  six  hours  before  with  strangulated  hernia ;  she  was 
young  and  robust.  I  took  blood  from  her  arm  until  she  swoons 
cd  ;  and  put  in  praccice  the  usual  means,  of  which  I  approve* 
but  unsuccessfully.  She  resisted  the  operation  until  the  fourth 
day  ;  in  the  interim  she  lost  about  fifty  ounces  of  blood.  On  lay- 
ing the  sac  bare,  it  was  gangrenous,  and  readily  broken  in  t^hreada 
by  a  director ;  the  intestine  was  chocolate-coloured.  These  ap^ 
pearances,  and  the  lengdi  of  time  the  disease  had  continued,  in-* 
clined  me  almost  to  despair  of  success.  I  incised  the  tendon  about 
one-eighth  of  an  inch,  within  about  half  an  inch  of  the  pubes, 
grasped  the  intestine  between  my  fingers  and  thumb,  gently 
pressed  its  sides  together,  until  it  was  emptied ;  it  then  returned 
with  the  greatest  ease,  and  she  recovered. 

I  am  induced  to  communicate  the  first  case  on  account  of  its 
singularity  ;  also  as  affording  an  instance  in  which  strangulation 
ivas  produced,  independent  of  the  aperture,  by  the  mechanical 
pressure  of  an  adventitious  body,  and  in  which  the  practice  I  op- 
pose was  oontra-indicated ;  all  attempts  in  the  usual  way  woiucl 
nave  increased  the  mischief:  It  clearly  illustrates  the  ra^ic^w/^GOB^ 
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tended  for  in  my  latte  puUication }  luundyt  that  the  inficatiaDof 
cure  was  not  the  return  into  the  abdomen  of  the  protruded  parts, 
by  pressing  them  up  with  the  hands  in  the  direction  of  t^  apei> 
ture ;  that  the  apertures  were  passive,  and  only  secondarily  con- 
cerned; and  that  a  p^vious  state  of  the  intestinal  tube,  and  abate- 
ment of  inflammatioui  were  the  sole  indications,  requiring  &r 
their  Ailfilment  a  manual  effort  totally  different  fix>m  that  whUi  is 
univ^rsalfy  laid  down,  and  of  which  they  strongly  mark  tbe  im- 
propriety. *    I  introduced  the  next  case*  to  show  tne  advantage  of 
copious  bleeding  $  to  which  I  attribute  in  a  great  measure  the  sae- 
cessful  termination.    That  such  a  subject  could  have  escaped  dif- 
fused inflammatioDi  and  its  consequences,  during  four  days  that 
she  suflEered  under  femoral  hernia,  by  &t  the  most  dangerom 
kind,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  aperture,  is  scarcely  to  be 
conceived.     It  also  exemplifies  the  manner  of  treating  the  intei- 
tine  rafter  being  exposed  m  the  operation),  which  I  a^se;  I  heU 
it  within  mv  fingers  and  thumb  until  it  became  flaccid,  without  any 
view  to  replacing  it  in  its  tumefied  state.    The  universal  practice 
is,  after  cutting  the  tendon,  to  endeavour  to  return  it  i  and,  if  it 
is  too  large  for  the  opening,  to  dilate  still  further,  untU  the  aper- 
ture admits  of  its  easy  return.     Now,  there  is  a  wide  di&renoe 
between  returning  a  tumefied  and  a  flaccid  intestine;  thelmier 
wifl  require  a  large  incision,  the  latter  a  smaU  one,  which  is  a 
point  of  great  moment.     Were  it  granted,  as  I  contend,  that  to 
admit  the  return  of  the  contained  air  was  sufficient,  a  hurge  in* 
dsion  would  never  be  deemed  necessary  in  mere  intestinal  hernia ; 
the  slightest  allefiaiion  of  the  compression  would  admit  of  its 
escape.     I  have  seen  this  operation  performed  by  suigetms  who 
were  distinguished  as  dexterous,  and  they  always  pushea  the  her- 
nia towards  the  opening ;  and  if  its  entrance  was  impeded,  xbtj 
enlarged  the  incision,  and  exerted  considerable  force  to  e£kctit> 
replacement ;  and  the  event  was  often  fatal.  *  About  eight  monthi 
ago,  I  saw  a  surgeon  of  great  experience  in  England  perform  the 
operation.  As  he  pressed,  the  intestine  towards  the  opening,  ttslip- 
ped  in  all  directions  through  his  fingers.   After  enlarging  the  ind- 
aion  twice,  he  was  still  foiled  in  his  attempts ;  at  length  he  anJi- 
ed  both  hands,  raised  himself  on  his  toes,  and,  bringiag  tobear 
all  the  force  he  could  exert,  drove  the  inflamed  bowel  bdbre 
him.    Now,  after  the  tendon  had  been  fi'eely  cut,  the  tumefied 
state  must  have  been  kept  up  by  stricture  further  in  i  or  the  ag- 


*  Mr  Httrtigan  law  both  these  patimits  on  conaulteijon.  On  my  etating  the  fiiac 
caie,  he  judidoudy  remarked,  that  the  general  practice  of  pushing  up  woold  H 
iQipKo^^r  here,— UuU  we  ibould  puU  down. 
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gludnatioa  of  the  intestine,  vhidi  bad  taken  place  duriag  the 
straBguhtiQiny  must  have  continued :  in  etdier  ca£e,  the  reeiBtanc^ 
was  in  the  impelled  body  itself;  and  until  it  was  removed,  the  re- 
turn of  tke  bemia  ought  not  to  have  been  attempted. 

In  endeavouring  to  relieve  strangulated  heruia,  I  contend  that 
theory  and  practice  correspond  in  support  of  the  opinion  I  have 
advaocedj  as  to  the  indication  of  cure,  and  the  manner  of  carrying 
it  into  eflfecL  In  further  illustration  I  shsJl  suppose  a  case  of  ordi- 
nuy  occurrence.  An  hernia  shall  remain  aisplaced  a  length  elf 
time  without  any  ill  consequence ;  on  a  sudden  it  shall  suffer  ex- 
ternal violence,  or  from  bodily  exertion  an  increased  quanti^ 
shall  rush  down ;  it  becomes  enlarged,  and  violent  symptoms  ^v- 
sue :  Nothing  can  he  more  dear  than  thi^  these  symptoms  were 
not  produced  by  the  displacement,  and,  of  course,  that  the  cur^ 
doesnotoondst  in  the  replacement.  No;  the  strangulation  isanenr 
disease,  which  has  supervened  upon  the  protruded  parts  j  andt 
ngieeably  to  a  fixed  law  of  the  ars  med^mdi^  the  supervening  dis** 
£ase  is  always  to  be  removed  first.  The  removal  of  the  original 
is  an  afltf  consideration,  and  may  requine  distinct  means :  thia 
is  a  distinction  of  the  first  importance,  essential  to  ground  a  ca*- 
timial  practice  upon.  Inflammation  has  supervened  upon  a  part 
of  tubular  structure ;  and  it  should  he  borne  in  recollection  that 
it  is  double,  and  forms  as  it  were  two  tubes  within  a  small  Qpea>- 
ing;  the  natural  contents  are  air  and  some  fluid  feoces;  thes^ 
tunes  become  obstructed  ;  hence  inflation  and  impeded  oircula- 
lion.  The  remedv  tot  this  state  surely  is  the  removal  of  the  in* 
flanimation  and  tubular  obstruction ;  because,  previously  to  tiiei^ 
occurrence  there  was  no  strangulation,  although  the  intestine  waa 
protrudeeL  How  can  we  then  reconcile  the  established  opinion^ 
that  the  indication  of  cure,  nay,  the  very  Jirst  indication^  is  to  te- 
nllace  in  the  abdomen  (where  it  might  not  have  been  for  months 
before)  this  inflamed  mass,  and  to  effect  this  by  pushing  it  for* 
cibiy  through  the  aperture,  wbidi  is  already  too  confined  to  con* 
tain  its  smallest  part  ?  One  would  think,  that  an  hernia,  which 
lay  at  ease  in  the  scrotum  for  some  time,  would  not  require  to  be 
^forced  oni  of  its  situation,  to  relieve  an  inflammatory  attack  upon 
it.  In  pressing  up  this  inflated  and  folded  tumor  from  the  bot* 
torn,  Buroly  it  will  divaricate  as  much  as  the  sac  will  allow^ 
which  will  weaken  its  force,  and  in  every  atep  oppose  the  inten- 
tion, betides  the  mischief  to  be  dreadea  from  the  resistance  cf 
tendinous  parts,  and,  in  femoral  hernia,  of  the  bone.  Was  the 
indication  correct,  the  bulk  of  the  hernia  must  prevent  its  iulfil- 
ment*  Hernise  of  small  size  are  sometimes  exceptions  to  thi^ 
hut  by  no  means  proofs  of  the  efficacy  of  the  practice :  in  many 
such  jjK^tances  the  indication  has  been  fulfilleoy  yet  the  termina* 
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tion  was  fatal,  and  the  hernia  has  been  found  within  the  abdoma 
still  strangulated.  There  is  a  case  in  the  Philosophical  MagaiiDe 
for  September  1 8 10,  by  Mr  Taunton » in  which  an  hernia  was  with 
great  difficulty  pushed  inside  the  abdominal  ring :  the  symptoms 
Continued,  and  it  proved  fatal.  On  examination  it  was  found 
situated  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  spermatic  process,  between 
the  peritoneum  and  abdominal  muscles,  still  strangulated,  not  bj 
the  apertures,  but  by  the  peritoneum.  AD  the  viscera  were  in  s 
healthy  state ;  from  which  Mr  T.  infers,  that  if  an  operation  had 
been  performed  early,  the  life  of  the  patient  might  have  been 
preserved ;  to  which  I  beg  to  add,  that  if  the  surgeon  had  not 
attempted  to  fulfil  the  indication  of  replacing  the  gut,  it  would 
have  been  visible  and  tangible,  and  have  invited  the  operatioo ; 
and  had  be  endeavoured  merely  to  squeeze  out  the  contents  in  the 
way  I  proposed,  without  pushing  it  back  in  its  tumefied  state,  and 
did  not  succeed  in  emptying  it,  the  fallacy  to  which  the  death 
must  be  attributed  could  not  have  occurred.  The  records  of  prac- 
tice, and  the  experience  of  several  surgeons,  furnish  examples  to 
the  same  effect ;  still  the  latest  writers  and  teachers  recommend 
this  very  practice,  un  instructed  bythese  facts,  and  merely  co- 
pying tnose  who  went  before.  The  reasoning  and  facts  ad* 
vanced  in  this  paper,  and  in  my  publication,  and  much  obser?»- 
tion,  perfectly  satisfy  me,  that  the  hidication  of  cure,  and  the 
manner  of  fiiffilling  it,  as  universally  taught,  are  at  variance  with 
all  principle,  not  adapted  to  the  cure,  highly  dangcroiw,  and 
ought  to  be  abandoned,  and  the  indication  substituted  of  abating 
inflammation,  and  removing  tubular  obstruction,  which  is  often 
effected  by  local  and  general  remedies,  as  I  have  already  detailed, 
without  handling  the  part ;  and  should  they  prove  ineffectual,  the 
sensibility  will  be  lessened,  so  as  to  admit  of  manual  cflbrts 
with  more  safety.  These  efforts  should  bo  conducted  di&rently 
from  the  usual  manner,  their  object  being  different,  namely, 
the  return  of  the  contents  of  the  hernia,  not  the  hernia  itself. 
This  is  to  be  effected  by  embracing  it  with  the  hand  or  hands,  ac- 
cording to  its  size,  and  gently  squeezing,  so  as  to  act-  upon  the 
contisnts,  without  disturbing  the  bernia'much,  or  removing  it  from 
its  situation.  If  the  contents  obtain  exit  through  the  obstructed 
part  of  the  intestine,  the  strangulation  will  yield  ;  then  the  intes- 
tine, being  reduced  to  a  smaller  size  th»n  the  aperture,  can  be  re- 
placed wim  ease :  It  is  manifestly  its  bulk  that  constitutes  the  re- 
sistance ;  a  point  of  incalculable  importance  on  which  to  anchor. 
Should  this  practice  fail,  the  hernia  will  be  still  within  the  reach 
of  operation,  and  those  fatal  consequences  arising  from  strangu- 
lation within  the  ring,  after  the  replacement,  can  never  occur. 
Every  practitioner  lay sgreat  stress  on  the  direction  which  ought 
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to  be  given  to  the  pressure ;  but  this  cannot  be  necessary  to  press 
cut  the  contents,  because  a  confined  fluid  will  force  its  way 
irhere  there  is  the  least  resistancCi  and  it  is  best  assisted  by  the 
gradual  approximation  of  the  sides  of  the  containing  tube.  Sure- 
ly when  the  disease  yields  to  the  tobacco  glyster,  and  to  cold  ap- 
Slicationsy  the  contents  must  have  passedwithout  any  direction 
aving  been  ffiven  to  them,  or  force  of  any  kind  been  used.  In 
femoral  hernia  I  cannot  too  strongly  mark  the  danger  of  the  usu*^ 
al  practice,  as  the  inflamed  gut  must  be  greatly  contused  by  press- 
ing it  against  the  bone  (which  surely  cannot  yield),  and  against 
the  sharp  edge  of  the  tendon.  I  have  heard  a  professor,  m  re- 
commending nis  pupils  to  use  force,  state,  that  the  objects  of  re- 
turning the  nernia,  and  of  pressing  out  the  contents,  may  be  ef- 
fected togetlier :  But  this  opinion  cannot  be  supported  a  moment: 
because,  as  it  is  intended  to  overcome  the  resistance  which  the 
apertures  afford,  it  should  preserve  its  firmness  all  through ;  for, 
the  moment  the  air  is  pressed  out,  it  becomes  flaccid  and  totally 
unfit  for  the  intended  purpose :  he  should  desire,  on  th^  contra- 
ry, that  the  sides  of  the  intestine  be  firmly  agglutinated,  and  not 
a  particle  of  the  contents  escape,  so  as  to  be  wieJdIed  like  a  wedge 
in  forcing  through  these  rigid  parts.  He  also  observed,  that 
when  the  operation  is  performing,  it  sometimes  happens,  that  in 
returning  the  hernia,  it  pushes  out,  and  there  is  great  difficulty 
in  retaining  the  part  first  retprned  within  the  cavity.  To  remedy 
this,  he  directs,  that,  afler  pushing  up  a  part,  the  fingers  should 
be  placed  at  the  aperture,  to  keep  it  in,  whilst  the  other  hand  was 
employed  in  pressing  up  the  remainder.  That  this  view  of  the 
case,  and  the  practice,  are  erroneous,  I  conceive  can  be  easily 
shown.  The  inflated  state  is  not  attended  to;  protrusion  is  the 
natural  effect  of  the  continuance  of  that  state ;  the  remoyal,  then, 
of  the  air,  &c.  into  the  part  of  the  gut  which  is  within,  by  gentle 
pressure,  will  render  it  flaccid;  then  its  pervious  state  will  be 
ascertained,  and  it  will  not  protrude  until  there  is  time  to  finish 
the  operation.  It  is  also  recommended  to  draw  down  part  of  the 
gut  after  the  incision  of  the  tendon;  in  favour  of  which  practice 
no  good  reason  is  advanced,  and  it  is  liable  to  strong  objections.  It 
is  tumefied  and  inflamed  outside  and  inside  the  apertures,  and  con- 
tused at  the  point  of  pressure;  in  this  state  it  is  to  be  stretched 
and  puiled  through  a  tense  small  opening,  resisted  within  by  tu- 
mefaction, and  all  this  to  assist  its  return  into  the  abdomen. 
I^ow,  if  a  pervious  state  of  the  gut  and  freedom  of  circulation 
have  taken  place,  the  slightest  pressure  will  reduce  the  size  of  the 
hernia  smaller  than  the  opening,  and  in  that  state  all  resistance 
ivill  be  removed,  and  it  can  be  passed  in  with  the  greatest  ease. 

To  conclude,  I  request  I  may  be  understood  as  opposing  the 
principle,  th^t  strangulated  hernia  is  to  be  cured  by  pushii^g 
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back  by  force  the  inflamed  and  inflate  parts  through  the  perli^ 
rations  in  the  fibdomen;  as  desirous  of  deciding  tro  question  of 
bleeding  quoad  vires^  which  is  in  doubt,  and  estabfishing  th« 
principle,  that  inflammation  alone  is  to  be  combated,  with  refer* 
ence  to  the  importance  of  the  parts,  and  the  necessity  of  its  im- 
mediate alleviation.  In  the  opinion  that  the  term  strangulated 
is  not  expressive  of  the  real  nature  of  the  disease,  and  encourages 
the  practice  which  I  think  erroneous,  I  would  substitute  the  term 
infi^itned  fumia.  We  know,  that  patients  under  enteritis  have 
precisely  the  same  feelings  and  eflects  as  those  who  labour  un* 
dtr  inflamed  hernia,  yet  there  is  no  stricture  from  t^idinous 
compression ;  in  the  former  the  intestines  are  inflamed,  and  the 
distress  arises  from  their  being  distended  with  flatus  of  the  most 
pungent  kind  in  the  inflamed  state.  In  inflamed  hernia  the  ef* 
rect  from  the  apertures  is  incidental ;  which  is  proved  by  the  ex* 
istence  of  the  disease  when  they  are  perfisctly  me.  Dissections 
show  that  the  cause  of  death  in  both  diseases  is  the  same;  namdy^ 
di£Pused  inflammation  and  its  consequences.  The  surgeon  who 
is  impressed  with  the  notion,  that  he  b  to  cure  inflamed  hernia^ 
will  never  place  his  patient  on  his  head,  and  toss  him  about ; 
such  practice  may  increase,  but  cannot  abate  the  tumeficaticMiy 
which  is  the  sine  qua  nont  he  will  not  attempt  to  push  it  by 
force  through  an  aperture  which  bears  no  prcmortion  to  its  di- 
mension. No :  he  will  proceed  as  in  all  cases  of  visceral  inflam- 
mation, enjoin  composure,  and  hold  firmly  in  his  view,  that  un- 
til the  obstruction  in  the  intestine,  which  is  the  efiect  of  inflam* 
mation,  is  removed,  its  replacement  in  the  original  situation  will 
not  cure,  and  ought  not  to  be  attempted.  He  will  return  the 
hernia  after  the  inflammatory  stage,  when  it  can  be  done  with 
safely,  as  curative  of  hernia  but  not  of  strangulation,  as  it  ia  term^ 
ed.  Tli4t  the  operation  has  very  often  terminated  fistally,  although 
less  frequently  than  formerly,  must  be  acknowledged.  Tlie  cause 
assigned  for  this  termination  has  generally  been,  that  it  was  per- 
formed too  late,  to  which  I  assent,  in  a  great  measure;  but  1  par- 
ticularly attribute  it  to  the  mistaken  view  of  the  disease,  and  the 
practice  founded  upon  it.  It  is  represented  as  if  entangled,  and 
to  be  disengaged  by  jolting  the  entire  bod  v»  and  forcing  with  the 
points  of  the  fingers  and  entire  hand,  &c«  &c.  whi<£  is  by  no 
means  calculated  to  remove  the  contents  (although  it  does  so 
sometimes  per  accident),  and  must  aggravate  the  symptoms  so 
as  to  render  future  operation  unavailing.  I  consider  the  jolting 
as  improper  as  it  would  be  in  enteritis.  The  French  suijjeons 
succeed  more  frequently  than  we  do,  which  is  attributed  to  ope- 
rating early:  I  attribute  their  success  to  bleeding,  which  they 
practise  to  great  extent,  and  to  their  avoiding  manual  efforts 
very  much.    Dessault  forbids  them  altogetlier ;  indeed  their  duef 
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jreliance  is  on  bleeding*  The  many  cases  recorded,  my  own  ex- 
perience and  view  of  the  disease,  warrant  me  in  believing,  that 
if  the  hands  were  not  applied,  but  strict  attention  paid  to  com- 

SMure  and  positipn,  and  bleeding  particularly  attended  to,  that 
e  operation  would  be  less  frequently  necessary,  and  often  suc- 
cessful. 

To  the  attempts  ^hich  have  been  made  to  decrv  my  opinions^ 
I  offer  these  reflections  in  reply;  desirous  of  defending;  myself 
<mly  by  further  explanation;  scorning  the  example  of  those  Re- 
Tiewers  wlio  degrade  an  honourable  profession  by  illiberality, 
and,  instead  of  elucidating  science  by  temperate  discussion,  ob- 
scure it  by  misquotation,  and  every  kind  of  misrepresentation ; 
thus  disgusting  the  ingenuous,  repressing  their  zeal,  and  dis- 
couraging their  contributions,  to  tne  prejudice  of  humanly. 


IV. 

Case  cf  Obliieration  of  the  Internal  Jugular  Vein.    By  William 

LARnNER,  Surgeon,  Birminghanu 

Tune  IS.  1811,  I  was  desired  to  visit  Mrs  3«  a^ed  52,  whom  I 
^  found  labouring  under^cough,  difficulty  in  breathing,  great 
hoarseness,  emaciation,  debilitv,  and  a  difficulty  in  swaSowing,, 
which  had  arisen  to  such  an  alarming  height,  that  it  was  wiu 
considerable  effort  she  could  get  down  part  of  a  tea- spoonful  of 
milk  at  a  time. 

The  history  she  gave  of  her  complaint  was  as  follows. 

The  first  attack  of  considerable  difficulty  in  swallowing  waa 
about  two  months  before,  at  which  time  also  she  perceived  a  tu« 
mour  at  the  angle  of  the  jaw ;  the  tumour  and  dysphagia  had! 
rapidly  increased,  and  kept  pace  with  each  other,  and  had 
brougnt  on  the  emaciation  ana  debility,  which  seemed  to  have 
no  ouer  cause,  as  her  desire  for  food  was  considerable;  and  she 
even  felt  irritated  when  she  saw  others  eating,  and  found  she 
could  not  partake  with  them* 

About  15  vears  before,  she  had  an  attack  of  difficulty  in  swal- 
lowing^, but  m  a  &r  less  degree  than  at  present.  It  was  much 
lower  in  the  cesophagus,  and  attended  with  sensations  altoge- 
ther different  from  the  present  affection.  She  has  for  some 
years  been  occasionally  affected  with  headach  and  giddiness. 

For  six  weeks  previous  to  her  application  to  me,  she  had  been 
attended  by  a  medical  man,  who  nad  done  little  more  for  her 
than  the  repeated  ^pUcation  of  blisters  to  die  tumour. 
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On  examining  the  tumour,  I  found  it  to  be  about  the  size  o 
a  pigeon's  egg,  situated  behind  and  a  little  below  the  angie  o' 
the  jaw,  the  surface  smooth  and  equally  hard  all  over,  perfect!; 
moveable,  and  extending  deeply  toward  the  oesophagus. 

Finding  the  patient  in  this  hazardous  situation,   I    requested 
the  opinion  of  some  medical  friends,  who  thought  the  remorc 
of  the  tumour,  separately  considered,  might  be  possil^;   but  if 
the  operation  were  at  all  advisable  under  the  circumstances  of 
extreme  emaciation  and  debility,  it  would  be  reouisite  previon?- 
]y  to  introduce  an  elastic  tul)e  into  the  cesophagus,   through 
-which  medicine  and  a  greater  supply  of  nourishment  might  be 
injected  at  pleasure.     Ittherefore  endeavoured  to  introdaoe  an 
elastic  catheter  |  but,  to  my  disappointment,  found  the  passage 
too  narrow  to  admit  it.     With  a  very  small  probang  1  was  doc 
more  successful ;  and  it  was  only  after  several  trials  that  I  got  a 
small  urethra  bougie  engaged  in  the  stricture.     She  swallowed 
with  a  little  more  ease  after  this  attempt,  and  I  hoped  to  be  a- 
blc  lo  increase  this  advantage;  but,  on  the  18th,  her  debflitj 
increased.     Toward  the  middle  of  the  day  her  breathing  be- 
came more  laborious,  and  in  about  an  hour  she  expired. 

Having  obtain^  permission  to  examine  th^  throat  only,  I  r»< 
moved  the  tongue  and  fauces,  together  with  the  larynx,  pha- 
rynx»  and  tumour. 

On  dissection  I  found  the  epiglottis  and  borders  of  the  rima 
glottidis  very  much  thickened,  irregularly  ulcerated,  and  cover- 
ed with  blotches  of  a  circular  shape,  and  light  straw-coloured 
appearance.  The  sides  of  the  pharynx  also  exhibited  some  of 
these  j^pots.  The  thickening  and  ulceration  had  vezy  much  di- 
minished the  aperture  of  the  glottis,  and  rendered  it  irregular. 

About  two  inches  below  the  rirna  glottidis^  the  oesophagus 
was  so  much  thickened  as  to  give  the  part  the  feel  of  a  circum- 
scribed tumour.  On  slitting  it  up,  the  internal  surface  was 
found  to  be  ulcerated,  extremely  tender,  and  covered  with  a 
thin  discharge  of  a  curdy  appearance.  The  passage  was  here  so 
much  straitened  as  only  to  admit  the  introduction  of  a  probe. 

The  internal  jugular  vein  had  formed  a  close  connexion  with 
the  surface  of  the  tumour  at  the  angle  of  the  jaw;  and  towards 
the  upper  part,  its  structure  was  lost  in  that  of  the  tumour:  it 
was  consequently  completely  imperviom.  Previous  to  sL'tting  up 
this  vessel,  I  satisfied  myself  of  its  impervious  state,  by  intro- 
dudng  a  glass  tube  with  a  colunm  of  quicksilver  several  inches 
in  height;  and  a  medical  friend  who  was  present,  as  well  as  my- 
self, was  satisfied  that  none  of  it  passed  through  the  vessel. 

On  tracing  the  carotid  arteiy  up  to  its  division,  the  exteniaJ 
f^arotid  was  of  a  natural  size  and  appearance,  but  closely  united  (9. 


J 


181 1.  MrLardner  on  Obliteration  of  the  ItUernal  Jugular  Vein.  409 

the  surface  of  the  tumour.  The  internal  carotid,  soon  after  its 
separation  from  the  external,  plunged  deep  into  the  substance  of 
the  tumour,  and  was  so  much  contracted,  that  I  at  first  thought 
it  also  was  impervious;  but,  on  examining  it  by  the  test  of  a 
column  of  quicksilver,  some  particles  escaped  through  it  This 
vessel  was  very  little  altered  in  its  size  before  it  arrived  at  the 
stricture ;  but  beyond  that,  ii  was  considerably  diminished. 

The  sympathetic  nerve  passed  close  along  the  back  of  the  tu- 
mour, but  might  be  dissected  from  it  without  much  difficulty. 

The  eighth  pair  was  situated  behind,  and  a  little  to  the  side  of 
the  tumour:  toward  the  upper  part  it  formed  a  firm  adhcbioa 
vixih  it ;  and  opposite  to  the  obliteration  of  the  jugular  vein,  dip- 
ped a  little  into  its  substance. 

The  tumour  internally  was  firm,  of  a  very  light  yellow  colour, 
liad  a  slight  appearance  of  cellular  structure,  and  there  oozed 
from  it  a  small  quantity  of  the  same  kind  of  curdy  discharge  as 
was  Found  in  the  cesophagus. 

The  case  derives  interest  from  the  following  circumstances* 

1.  The  obliteration  of  the  internal  jugular  vein,  of  which,  as 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  there  is  no  instance  on  record 
either  naturally  or  artificially  produced. 

2.  The  stricture  of  the  internal  carotid,  which,  indeed,  might 
very  properly  be  called  an  obliteration,  for  such  it  was  with  re- 
gard to  any  purpose  it  could  serve  in  the  circulation  of  the  brain. 

S.  The  very  slight  disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the  brain, 
notwithstanding  so  great  a  derangement  of  its  circulating  system 
Bad  taken  place. 

The  consideration  of  these  facts  maybe  an  encouragement  to 
attempt,  with  greater  confidence,  the  removal  of  tumours  thus 
desperately  circumstanced ;  as  if  we  can  (when  thus  urged  by 
necessity)  tie  both  the  common  carotid  artery  and  internal  jugu- 
lar vein,  with  a  prospect  of  success,  we  may  dissect  the  import- 
ant nerves  that  enter  into  connexion  with  greater  calmness,  and 
free  from  the  obscurity  which  an  effusion  of  blood  produces. 

Explanation  of  the  Plate. — a  The  obliterated  extremities  of 
the  internal  jugular  vein,  which  are  here  lost  in  the  tumour. 
b  The  internal  carotid  artery  laid  open,  to  show  its  obliteration 
at  the  point  of  reference,  c  Upper  extremity  of  the  external 
carotid,  d  The  internal  carotid,  much  diminished  in  size,  e  The 
sympathetic  nerve  much  dissected,  and  drawn  out  of  its  place, 
y  The  eighth  pair,  dipping  into  the  tumour  at  the  point  of  re- 
ference, g  The  stricture  of  the  oesophagus  laid  open,  h  Rima 
glottidiSf  much  altered  by  disease,  t  Right  carotid  artery,  k  Right 
sympathetic  nerve. 

Birmingham,  5th  August ^  181  h 
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V. 

Cases  of  Variokms  Inoculation  after  Vacdnaiion^  ^iik  Obserca* 
iions.  By  James  Bryce,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons^  Edinburgh. 


MASTER  James  L — ,  aged  ten  years>  and  Miss  Siisan 
aged  nine  years,  were  both  vaccinated  by  their  father  Mr 
X<— '9  surgeon,  when  about  three  months  old.  The  former  was 
amongst  the  first  persons  Mr  L —  had  vaccinated,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  the  affection  appeared  to  him  quite  satisfactory.  Miss 
Susan  was  in  the  country  when  she  was  vaccinated;  and,  from 
some  circumstances,  Mr  Lr^  did  not  see  her  arm  from  the  time 
ef  inoculation  until  the  inflammation  was  over,  and  the  vesicle 
was  dried  into  a  crust.  Mrs  L — ,  however,  describes  the  ve- 
sicle as  having  been  as  large,  and  the  areola  as  extensive  as  on 
die  arm  of  James,  to  the  progress  of  which,  on  him,  she  had 
attended  with  much  anxiety.  The  state  of  health  of  (^ese  chil- 
dren at  the  time  of  vaccination,  and  since  that  period,  was,  and 
has  been  in  general  good ;  and  they  have  since  gone  through 
the  diseases  of  chicken-pox,  hooping-cough  and  measles,  from 
the  latter  of  which  Miss  Susan  suffered  more  severelj  than  any 
other  of  Mr  L — 's  children. 

On  Friday  the  9th  of  March  1810,  both  of  these  children 
were  inoculated,  ^ach  child  by  two  punctures  in  the  left  arm, 
i^ith  recent  small-pox  matter,  taken  from  a  child  labouring  un- 
der natural  small-pox,  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  eruption.  The 
progress  of  each  of  these  inoculations  wi^  unusually  rapid ;  and 
on  Thursday  the  15tb,  the  arms  appeared  so  much  inflamed^ 
and  the  children  complained  so  much  of  paip  in  them,  that  they 
were  kept  from  school  during  that  day ;  they  complained  of 
headach,  sickness,  and  frequent  shiverings,  and  were  evidently 
vcnr  feverish.     Pulse  120. 

On  Friday  the  16tfa,  the  affection  on  the  arms  of  both  chil- 
dren very  much  resembled  the  vesicles  of  the  cow  pox  on  the 
ninth  day:  each  vesicle  had  a  distinct  and  hard  areola ;  and  there 
was  also  an  extensive  erjsipelatous  affection,  extending  nearlv 
from  the  shoulder  to  the  elbow  of  each  child.  The  fever  in  both 
children  was  less  than  yesterday. 

Saturday  the  17th  James  was  free  from  fever;  the  erysipela- 
tous affection  on  the  arm  was  greatly  diminished;  the  vesicles  and 
areolse  were  still  fresh ;  no  eruption  on  the  body  was  observed. 

Miss  Susan  had  still  some  fever ;  the  erysipelatous  affection 
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of  the  arm  was  gone.  The  vesicles  and  areote  were  still  Fresh- 
looking,  and  a  small  pinple  was  this  morning  observed  on  the 
edge  of  her  ander  lip,  and  another  about  the  size  of  a  small  pin's 
head  on  her  bock,  which  merely  felt  hard  on  passing  the  finger 
over  it 

On  Sandav  the  l^th  James  was  quite  well.  The  inflamed 
areolae  were  lading,  and  the  vesicles,  which  still  very  much  re« 
sembled  those  of  the  cow-pox,  were  banning  to  dry.  James's 
arm  gradually  dried  up,  and  no  eruption  was  ever  observed  on  him* 

Miss  Susan  was  this  day  also  quite  free  from  fever.  Hie  a- 
reoke  were  fading ;  the  vesicles  were  still  fresh,  and,  on  being 
punctured,  discharged  a  perfectly  limpid  fluid.  The  pimple  on 
the  lip  was  this  day  increased  to  the  size  of  an  ordinaiy  pia's 
head,  without  any  surrounding  inflammation,  and  felt  quite  hards 
it  was  punctured,  but  I  am  not  certain  that  any  discnarge  took 
place;  with  the  lancet  used  for  that  purpose,  however,  two  more 
of  Mr  L — 's  children  were  punctured  in  the  arm,  viz.  George 
and  Elizabeth.  Two  more  pimples  were  also  observed  in  the 
course  of  yesterday  on  Miss  Susan,  viz.  one  on  the  hairy  scalp, 
and  one  on  the  great  toe.  The  pimple  on  the  back  was  this  day. 
much  less  red,  and  evidently  fading.  With  virus  which  had 
exuded  from  the  vesicles  on  Miss  Susan's  arm,  two  others  of 
Mr  L — ^'s  children,  viz.  Jane  and  Isabella,  were  inoculated. 

On  Mohday  the  19th,  the  afiection  on  the  arms  of  James  and 
Susan  was  much  faded.  Tlie  pimple  first  observed  on  Miss  Su- 
san's back  was  gone ;  the  one  on  the  lip  was  very  small,  hard, 
and  dried  up.  That  on  the  head  had  not  increased  in  size ;  it 
merely  felt  hard,  and  contained  no  matter.  The  one  on  the  toe 
was  fi-esh-Iooking,  but  of  a  small  size.  Mr  George  Bell  moist- 
ened a  lancet  from  it  for  inoculation. 

On  Tuesday  the  20th,  both  arms  drying  and  blackening,  no 
more  eruption  has  appeared ;  and  the  whole  of  the  former  are 
now  faded  and  dried  up,  except  the  one  on  the  toe,  which  ia 
still  fresh-looking,,  but  very  small. 

On  Wednesday  the  21st,  the  pustule  on  the  toe  was  muck 
shrivelled  and  faded. 

On  Thursday  the  22d,  the  pustule  on  the  toe  of  Miss  Susan 
was  quite  flat  and  dried  up,  and  all  the  vesicles  on  the  arms  form- 
ed into  crusts. 

In  the  cases  of  variolous  inoculation  after  vaccination,  which  I 
formerly  published,  it  was  remarked,  that  in  several  instances,  the 
affection  produced  on  the  arm  very  much  resembled  the  appear* 
ances  produced  by  inoculation  with  the  virus  of  cow-pox,  with 
this  difference  only,  that  in  them  the  areols^  were  not  so  hard 
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as  in  the  proper  vaccine  afFection.  In  the  two  cases  now  roen- 
tionedf  the  appearance  of  the  arms  was  still  more  characteristic 
of  the  vaccine  affection ;  for  not  onl^r  had  the  vesicles  all  the 
appearance  of  vaccine  vesicles,  but  thej  were  also  surroanded 
with  highly  inflamed  and  hard  areolae;  and  when  punctured  on 
the  nintn  day  from  inoculation,  the  contained  fluia  exuded  in  a 
perfectly  limpid  state*  There  was,  however,  some  different 
in  the  progress  of  these  vesicles  from  the  proper  vaccine  afiec- 
tion;  for  on  the  seventh  day  from  inoculation,  when  I  first 
saw  them,  they  resembled  vaccine  vesicles,'  &c.  of  the  ninth 
day. 

This  similarity  to  the  vaccine  af&ction  produced  by  inocnk- 
tion  with  small-pox  matter  after  vaccination,  I  have  also  observ- 
ed in  several  other  cases,  particularly  in  two  children  of  Mrs 
D —  who  were  vaccinated,  and  two  or  three  years  afterwards 
were  inoculated  with  variolous  virus  by  Dr  Farquharson.  In 
diem  the  affection,  both  in  its  progress  and  appearance,  was  ex- 
tremely similar  to  that  of  the  cow  pox.  This  change  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  affection  produced  by  inoculation  with  small-pox 
virus  after  vaccination  (wnen,  from  some  peculiarity  of  constitu- 
tion, the  affection  proceeds  to  a  considerable  magnitude),  ought 
equally  to  be  regarded  as  a  mark  of  a  complete  and  permanent 
change  having  been  effected  on  the  constitution  of  the  person,  as 
if  very  slight  appearances  only  had  been  produced  by  the  inocu- 
lation, and  must,  with  every  unprejudiced  mind,  be  a  strong 
argument  in  favour  of  the  powerful  and  permanent  antivario- 
lous  influence  of  vaccination. 

It  must,  however,  be  allowed,  that  it  appears  at  first  sight 
unfavourable  to  the  cause  of  vaccination  to  learn,  that  a  person 
who  bad  been  vaccinated  only  nine  years  ago,  should  now,  on 
being  inoculated  with  small- pox  matter,  have  a  severely  inflam* 
ed  arm,  fever  for  three  days,  and  an  eruption  of  pustules  over 
the  body ;  but  on  comparing  the  appearances  which  took  place 
in  the  case  of  Miss  Susan  L — ,  with  those  which  are  occasion- 
ally produced  by  inoculating  with  small-pox  matter,  persons 
who  had  already  undergone  that  disease  (small-pox),  we  ought 
not  rashly  to  draw  any  conclusions  from  such  a  case,  unfiivour- 
able  to  tlie  antivariolous  character  of  cow-pox.  In  the  case  of 
Miss  Susan  L — » the  arm  certainly  inflamed  to  a  great  d^ree, 
but  it  had  not  the  character  of  the  affection  produced  by  inpcu- 
lation  with  small-pox  matter  when  not  preceded  by  vaccination. 
Tliree  of  the  pimples  (for  having  never  contained  pus,  they  should 
not  be  called  pustules),  ditii  away  on  the  second  and  third  dajs, 
and  the  only  other  remaining  one  on  the  fourtli  day  from  their 
fust  appearance.     Compare  with  this  case  the  following  casea 
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oF  persons  who,  although  they  had  undergone  the  small-pox, 
were  stiD  susceptible  of  being  excited  by  the  infection  of  that  dis-* 
eas«,  when  introduced  into  their  bodies  by  inoculation. 

Mr  Miles,  a  medical  gentleman,  thus  narrates  his  ovim  case  to 
Dr  Jenner.  In  Novemoer  1793,  I  was  desired  to  inoculates 
person  with  the  small-pox ;  I  took  the  variolous  matter  from  % 
child  under  the  disease  in  the  natural  way,  who  had  a  hirgc 
burthen  of  distinct  pustules.  The  mother  of  the  child  beini^  de- 
sirous of  seeing  my  method  of  communicating  the  disease  by  in- 
oculation ;  after  having  opened  a  pustule,  I  intro<luced  the  point 
of  my  lancet  in  the  usual  way  on  the  bfick  part  of  my  own  han<^ 
and  thought  no  more  of  it,  until  I  felt  '«i  sensation  in  the  parf^ 
which  reminded  me  of  the  transaction.  This  happened  upon  tfie 
third  day;  on  the  fourth,  there  were  all  the  a[>pearMncei  common 
to  inoculation,  at  which  I  was  not  at  aU  surprised  ;  nor  did  I 
feel  myself  uneasy  upon  perceiving  the  inflammation  continue  to 
increase  to  the  sixth  and  seventh  day,  accompanied  with  a  very 
small  quantity  of  fluid  ;  repeated  experiments  having  taught  me 
it  might  happen  so  with  persons  who  had  undergone  the  disease, 
and  yet  would  escape  any  constitutional  affection.  But  I  was  not 
so  fortunate ;  for,  on  the  eighth  day,  I  was  seized  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  the  eruptive  fever,  but  in  a  much  more  violent  de- 
^ee  than  when  I  was  before  inoculated,  which  was  about 
eighteen  years  previous  to  this,  when  I  had  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  pustules.  I  must  confess  I  was  now  greatly  alarmed,  al- 
though I  had  been  mudi  engaged  in  the  small-pox,  having  at 
different  times  inoculated  not  less  than  2000  persons.  I  was 
convinced  my  present  indisposition  proceeded  from  the  insertion 
of  the  variolous  matter,  and  therefore  anxiously  looked  for  an 
eruption.  On  the  tenth  day,  I  felt  a  very  uneasy  sensation  of 
stiffness  and  heat  on  each  side  of  my  face  near  my  ear,  and  the 
fever  began  to  decline ;  the  affection  of  my  face  soon  terminated 
in  three  or  four  pustules,  attended  with  inflammation,  but  which 
<lid  not  maturate,  and  I  was  presently  well. 

I  remain,        dear  Sir,  &c.  Thos.  Miles. 

Mr  Fewster  of  Thomburgh,  a  celebrated  small- pox  inocnlatorp 
had  the  small-pox  in  his  youth,  and  was  exposed  to  the  infec- 
tion  from  his  own  patients  with  impunity  for  forty  years,  yet 
happening  to  wound  his  finger  with  the  point  of  a  iancet  charged 
with  variolous  matter,  the  puncture  inflamed  and  suppurated, 
and  he  had  a  considerable  number  of  pustules  on  his  forehead. 
'[See Rin^s  answer  to  Goldscm.)  Dr  Jenner  remarks,  that  many 
similar  &cts  have  been  communicated  to  him  by  various  oorre- 
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^)onclent8.  Dr  Willan  also  mentions,  that  two  medical  stodeot^ 
who  bad  preTiously  had  the  small-pox,  were  affected  in  a  anu- 
lar  manner,  but  more  severely  than  Mr  Miles,  on  scratchini;  their 
hands  with  the  scalpel  while  tney  examined  the  body  of  a  man  who 
had  died  of  the  small- pox;  and  Mr  Dunning  of  rly mouth  men- 
tions, that  Master  Rendell,  four  years  and  four  months  after  tso- 
eination,  was  inoculated  with  active  variolous  matter,  and  had  a 
little  eruptive  fever,  with  twelve  hard  pimples ;  and  that  Miss 
Stewart,  inoculated  at  the  same  time,  though  ^  had  previous^ 
undergone  the  smaU-pox  hf  inoctUation^  was  more  affected^  both  fay 
fever  and  eruption,  than  Master  RendelL  See  Willan,  page  65. 
In eachofuie  cases  now  mentioned,  theconstitutioBstillreoiBiii- 
cd  susceptible  of  being  excited  by  variolous  infection,  when  intro- 
duced bgr  inoculation,  althouah  the  persons  had  nndergosie  the 
imall-pox  at  a  former  period,  and  some  of  them  bad  beoi  fie* 
quently  afterwards  exposed  to  the  effluvia  finom  small-pox  patients 
with  impunity.  In  Miss  Susan  L— 's  case,  a  like  degree  of  suscep- 
tibility to  be  affected  by  the  contagion  of  smalKpox,  wh^i  introdu- 
ced into  the  constitution  by  inoculation,  remained  after  the  «ow< 
pox,  as  in  the  former  cases  after  small-pox.  But,  as  m  the  foe* 
mer  instance,  this  susoqHibility  is  very  properly  referred  to  some 
peculiarity  of  constitution,  without  afiectii^  tbec^eral  rule,  that 
persons  who  have  undergone  the  small-pox  by  mooilation,  nay 
be  considered  as  secure  against  any  fiitare  attack  of  that  disease*; 
ao,  in  the  case  of  Miss  Susan  L — ^  this  slight  d^sree  of  suscepti-> 
bilitv  of  excitement  by  small-pox  inoculatioa  amr  vaociaatioa, 
ougfrt,  kk  justice,  to  be  attributed  to  the  same  cause  (viz.  aome 
peculiarity  of  constitution),  and  should  in  no  degree  affect  the 

Saieral  rule,  tliat  those  who  have  undei^gone  vaccination  aie 
ereby  secured  against  the  attadcs  of  small-pox ;  for  it  would 
surely  be  uareasonable  to  expect  that  a  greater  degree  of  aecuri^ 
against  the  small-pox  should  be  imparted  to  the  oonstitution  by 
the  cow-pox,  than  by  tlie  inoculated  smaU-pox  itself. 

But  farther,  it  will  scarcely  be  denied,  that  had  Mr  Miles  and 
Mr  Fewster,  whose  cases  are  narrated  above^  and  who  had  often 
attended  small- pox  patients  with  impunity,  not  been  inoculated, 
they  might  each  have  passed  through  a  long  life,  and  been  daily 
exposed  to  the  effluvia  of  small-pox  patients,  without  suffiring 
from  that  disease.  In  like  manner,  I  am  cc»ivinced,  might  Miss 
Susan  L —  have  been  fuUy  and  freely  exposed  to  the  effluvia  CR* 
natural  infection  of  small- pox  without  having  been  infected;  and 
this  consideration  ought  strongly  to  impress  on  our  minds,  the 
propriety  of  Dr  Willan's  caution  against  the  indiscriodnate  use 
of  variolous  inoculation  ar  a  test  of  the  correctaesa  of  vaccina* 
tioo,  or  foi^  aay  oUier  purpose.    Fjge  72, 
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Two  of  Mr  L — ^%  chOdren  were  inoculated  with  the  lancet  use4 
for  punctoring  the  pimple  on  Mi^s  Susan's  lip,  viz*  George,  who 
was  vaccinated  above  six  years  before,  and  Elizabeth,  who  ha^ 
f>een  vaccinated  above  five  vears.  Two  others  of  his  children 
were  inoculated  with  limpid  virus  taken  from  the  arm  of  Miss 
i^usan,  viz.  Jane,  who  was  vaccinated  above  seven  years,  an^ 
isab^Ua^  vaccinated  ody  two  years* 

On  the  fourth  day  from  iaocuIaUon,  all  these  punctures  felt 
bard  on  pressing  the  finger  over  them,  and  had  every  appearance 
of  coming  forward.  On  the  sixth  day  the  punctured  parts  wezf 
fess  fresh-looking  on  all,  except  on  the  arm  of  Isabella;  on  bee 
it  was  more  advanced  and  red,  but  did  notitppear  to  contain  aqj 
fluid.  On  the  eighth  day  the  affection  on  Isabella's  arm  waf 
beginning  to  fade^  and  on  the  arms  of  the  other  three  it  had  al- 
most entirely  disappeared.  The  inoculation  of  these  last  foui: 
diildren  leads  to  two  conclusions,  either  of  which  is  sufBcientljr 

tvpurable  to  the  an ti variolous  character  of  cow-pox,  viz.  Istt 
ither  that  the  virus  r^enerated  on  Miss  Susan  L —  was  not 
variolous  virus;  or,  8dly,  That  the  constitutions  of  these  fone; 
children  who  were  inoculated  with  it  were  rendered  unsuscep- 
tible of  variolous  action  by  the  previous  vaccination.  It  is  also 
worthy  of  remark,  that  oi  these  four  children  inoculated  froni 
Miss  Susan  L-*^,  the  affection  proceeded  to  a  greater  length  on 
the  arm  of  the  youngest,  who  had  been  only  two  years  vacci« 
nated,  than  on  any  of  the  others,  although  one  had  been  five^ 
another  six,  and  the  third  seven  years  vaccinated. 

Since  the  occurrence  of  the  above  cases,  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  a  great  many  children  who  have  been  iiiocalate4 
with  variolous  matter  after  vaccination.  In  general,  the  affec- 
tion which  was  produced,  began  to  fade  about  the  fifth  or  sixth 
^y ;  if  it  advanced  beyond  that  period,  it  assumed  the  appear- 
ance of  the  vaccine  affection ;  but  in  no  instance  have  I  observed 
any  constitutional  excitement,  although  some  of  these  chiklrea 
bad  been  upwards  of  ten  years  vaccinated,  nor  was  the  affection 
observed  to  be  more  severe  in  those  who  were  longer,  than  ia 
those  who  were  more  recently  vaccinated. 

I  was  lately  informed  of  a  circumstance  respecting  smaIl>pox 
inoculation  in  the  family  of  Sir  J —  H — ,  which,  together  with 
many  other  well  authenticated  similar  instances  on  record,  shoulj 
keep  our  minds  easy,  and  make  us  hesitate  to  doubt  the  anti- 
variolous  powers  of  cow-pox,  even  although  the  small- pox  should 
occur  in  some  cases  after  the  vaccine  anection  on  the  arm  bad 
appeared  to  run  through  the  regular  course.  Two  daughters  of 
Sir  J —  H —  were  inoculated  at  the  same  time  with  small-pox^ 
about  17  years  ago  ;^  a  pustule,  with  the  usual  d^ree  of  innamr 
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'mation,  was  produced  on  the  arm  of  each.  At  the  usual  time, 
one  of  them  bad  fever,  and  an  eruption  of  about  50  pustules 
on  the  body.  The  other  had  no  fever,  nor  eruption  on  the  bo- 
dy ;  but  the  appearance  of  the  arm  was  such,  that  the  medical 
attendant  assured  the  parents  he  was  satisfied  the  child  was  safe 
from  any  future  attack  of  small- pox ;  the  inflammation  gradual- 
ly went  ofi*,  the  pustule  blackened  and  dried  up,  and  the  child 
appeared  quite  well.  Nine  days,  however,  after  the  pustules  on 
the  body  of  her  sister  had  suppurated,  she  became  feverish,  and 
ha<)  a  numerous  eruption  of  small-pox  over  her  body,  evidently 
caught  by  natural  infection  from  her  sister.  Now,  it  ^certainly 
cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  action  of  the  small-pox  virus  intro- 
duced by  inoculation  was,  in  this  case,  merely  local;  and  although 
a  pustule,  with  the  usual  degree  of  surrounding  inflammation 
was  produced,  yet  that  the  constitution  remained  unaffected,  and 
consequently  left  the  person  still  liable  to  the  small-pox.  A  si- 
milar case  has  been  reported  to  me  to  have  lately  occurred  at 
Musselburgh  ;  and  many  other  weD  authenticated  instances  are 
An  record,  in  which  a  distinct  pustule,  with  surrounding  inflam- 
mation, excited  by  inoculation  with  small-pox  matter,  bad  failed 
to  protect  the  constitution  from  a  future  attack  of  that  disease-^ 
that  is,  had  been  a  mere  local  affection. 

Now,  as  this  is  well  ascertained  to  be  occasionally  the  case 
with  small- pox  inoculation,  why  should  it  not  also  oe  allowed 
to  occur  occasionally  in  cow-pox  inoculation,  without  raising 
the  hue  and  cry  against  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  ?  Surdy  it 
cannot  be  reasonably  expected,  as  has  already  been  remarked, 
that  inoculation  with  the  cow-pox  virus,  is  more  certainly^  to 
give  security  again.<t  the  small- pox,  than  inoculation  with  the 
virus  of  small- pox  itself?  And  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that 
the  absence  of  eruption,  and  in  most  cases  even  of  fever,  in  the 
vaccine  process,  renders  it  more  difficult  for  practitioners  to  as- 
certain, according  to  the  general  mode  of  conducting  vaccinati<Hi, 
whether  the  affection  be  constitutional  or  only  local,  than  it.  is  to 
ascertain  the  same  circumstances  from  small  pox  inoculation. 
It  was  to  obviate  the  deception  which  might  occur  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  that  I  proposed  the  practice  of  the  double  inoculation, 
or  test  of  a  constitutional  affection  in  cow-pox ;  and  unless  this 
mode  of  conducting  vaccination,  or  some  other  equally  effectual  in 
distinguishing  a  local  from  a  constitutional  affection,  be  generally 
practised,  I  am  convinced  that  every  practitioner  mubt  be  occa- 
sionally deceived  concerning  the  security  of  his  patient  against 
an  attack  of  small-pox.  Such  instances  may  indeed  be  rare  with 
experienced  and  attentive  practitioners ;  but  still  it  would  be  un* 
reaaonable  to  expect  that  even  with  them^  they  should  mi  occur 
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in  cow-pox  occasionally t  as  well  as  in  small- pox,  and  from  the 
different  circumstances  attending  the  progress  of  the  two  affec- 
tions, perhaps  in  a  much  greater  pi*oportion  in  the  former,  than 
in  the  latter  kind  of  inoculation. 

(To  be  continued,) 


VI. 

Observations  on  Tropical  Nyctalopia.    By  John  Forbes, 

Surgeon,  Royal  Navy. 

**  Suntque  oculis  tenebrs  per  tantuxn  lumen  oborts.  " 

Oyid.  Met  Lib.  II.  L  182. 

I  FIND  it  observed  by  different  authors,  that  nyctalopia,  or  night- 
blindness,  by  some  called  hemeralopia,  is,  in  tropical  coun- 
tries, endemic;  but  my  confined  reading  has  not  furnished  me 
^ith  any  account  of  it  as  it  occurs  in  these  climates.  On  this  ac- 
count, and  because  it  appears,  in  some  respects,  to  vary  from  the 
disease  as  occurring  in  Europe,  I  have  thought  it  might  not 
be  improper  to  throw  together  the  few  observations  which  my 
limited  experience  has  enabled  me  to  make  on  this  complaint* 
This,  if  of  no  other  advantage,  may  have  the  effect  of  inducing 
others,  who  have  had  much  more  extensive  experience  in  this 
disease,  to  communicate  to  the  public  the  result  of  their  obser- 
vations. 

Nyctalopia,  I  believe,  prevails  in  all  tropical  countries.  In  the 
Meaiterranean,  also,  it  is  of  frequent  occurrence.  In  the  West 
Indies  it  is  very  common  among  our  seamen ;  and  it  is  only  as  it 
obtains  among  them,  and  in  that  part  of  the  intra-tropical  zonct 
that  I  have  observed  it.  I  have  known  it  to  exist  in  a  propor^ 
tion  greater  than  one  in  twentv ;  and  have  been  informed  by 
surgeons  and  other  officers  on  tnat  station,  that  they  have  seen  it 
prevailing  in  ships  to  a  much  greater  extent.  Notwithstanding 
this  degree  of  freouency^  however,  my  experience  has  been  veiy 
confin^  :  so  much  so,  indeed,  that,  were  it  not  for  the  causes  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  from  the  circumstance  that  any  further  ob- 
servation on  my  part  is  for  the  present  precluded,  I  should  not 
have  ventured  to  lay  this  partial  view  before  the  reader.  And 
therefore,  that  the  general  results  I  am  to  state  may  not  claim  an 
importance  to  whi^  they  are  not  entitled,  I  shall  mention  the 
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«inall  number  of  &cts  frooi  whick  they  $xe  drfwced*  ■  "V<mr 
patients  only  have  I  examined »  who  actually  laboured  under  thk 
alEection,  and  whosq  cases  I  had  an  opporumity  of  observing  do- 
ring  a  considerable  length  of  time ;  into  the  casea  of  six  athei% 
who  had  recently  recovered  from  this  complaint,  I  have  particu- 
larly  inquired ;  several  more  I  have  known  who  had  had  this  dis- 
ease, which,  in  their  cases,  from  a  transient  examination,  appear- 
ed to  accord  with  those  I  had  seen  and  particularly  attended  Ca 
These  latter  cases  of  men  who  had  recovered  from  this  disease, 
are  nearly  of  equal  importance  with  the  former,  as,  in  all,  we  de- 
rive the  greater  part  of  our  information  from  the  patient's  narra- 
tive. And,  to  obviate  an  objection,  which  possibly  may  be  made 
to  all  these  cases,  I  shall  observe,  that,  being  aware  of  the  aptitude 
of  this  disease  for  the  purpose  of  the  skulker^  I  took  particular 
care  that  its  existence,  in  every  case,  should  be  established  (as 
far  as  this  could  be  done),  by  other  criteria  than  the  assertions 
of  the  patient* 

The  subjects  of  this  affectiou  varied  in  their  ages  (from  20  to 
50),  temperaments,  habits,  &c* :  in  one  local  peculiarity  they  afi 
agreed,  via,  in  having  aa  iris  of  a  vmry  light  colour  /  either  a  light 
grey,  or  a  light  blue. 

The  time  of  attack,  after  arrivid  between  the  tropics^  was  va- 
rious ;  but  in  none  less  than  four  months. 

The  night-blindness,  on  its  first  invasion^  in  some  was  comr 
plete,  in  others  partial,  gradually  proceeding  to  its  acme. 

Different  causes  were  assigned  $  such  as»  sleeping  exposed  to 
the  brilliancy  of  the  moonlight — the  vivid  reflection  of  the  sun's 
rays  from  the  sandv  shores^  *  &c. ;  but  these  causes  w^re  all  (to 
the  patients)  hypothetical,,  no  one  adducing  any  particular  £act 
in  support  of  his  opinion,  or  establishing  any  connexion  be- 
tween the  operation  of  these  agents  and  the  appearance  of  his 
disease* 

In  no  case  did  ill  health,  or  any  perceptible  change  in  the  sys- 
tem, precede,  accompany,  or  follow  this  disease  f  f  nor  was  it  at- 
tended by  any  external  alteration  in  the  eye  itself* 


*  To  this  sailors  are  setdora  exposed.     Often  htve  our  soldiers, 
rienccd  the  power  of  tliis  cause,  in  those  climes,  where 

■     ■■  **  les  sables  infertUes, 

Tristcs,  sees,  et  du  jour  refl^nhissant  les  feux, 
Importuiioient  les  pieds,  ct  fatiguoient  les  yeux.  ** 

DtmiA 

f  See  London  Medical  Transactions,  ^edic^l  Inquiries,  Scarpa  on  the  Ej«,  &ei 
for  cases  of  European  nyctalopia  much  less  simple^    Some  authors  have 
nyctalopia  as  a  symptom  or  precursor  of  scurry. 
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In  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases,  the  blindness  at  night 
was  total ;  in  a  few  parfia] ;  but  in  all  considerable.  In  day« 
light,  and  in  a  strong  artificial  Irght,  the  sight  was  perfect,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  a  single  case,  in  moonlight  very  imper- 
fect in  its  diurnal  appearance  and  disafipedrance,  the  nycta- 
lopia depended  upon,  or  was  synchronous  with,  the  setting  and 
rising  of  the  sun. 

Its  duration  varied  fi*om  one  night  to  nine  months ;  its  more 
general  period  of  continuance  being  from  two  to  three  months. 
Irt  eveiy  case  but  one,  it  had  recurred  once,  twice  or  thrice ; 
the  diflferent  attacks  varying  only  in  duration. 

In  the  greater  number  of  cases  it  terminated  suddenly,  in 
sonde  gradually :  in  two  cases  its  disappearance  was  followed  by 
epiphorn. 

Kfferent  app}i(^ations  for  the  cure  of  this  disease  were  used 
by  (he  piitrents ;  such  as  the  juice  of  limes  (the  citrio  acid)  squirt- 
ed into  the  eye ;  part  of  a  bullock's  liver,  in  form  of  poultice, 
applied  over  {tie  eyelids';  water  ;  urine.  None  of  these  seemed 
16  produce  any  eflect  oh  the  disease,  except  in  one  case.  One 
man  \^ashed  his  eyes  with  his  own  urine,  and  the  blindness  did 
not  reciur  ota  the  night  following  this  first  lavation,  nor  after- 
wards. Iri  another  case,  after  having  been  present  many  months, 
the  disease  disappeared  shortly  after  the  bursting  of  an  abscess 
in  the  ear,  iStie  consequence  of  a  preceding  catarrh. 

The  writer  of  this  article  never  attempted  the  cure  of  nyctalo- 
pia ;  i^or  saw  it  scientifically  treated. 

The  cause  and  physiology  of  the  disease  we  have  been  describ- 
ing are,  perhaps,  sufficiently  obvious.  The  circumstance  of  its 
being  found  chiefly  "  sub  curru  nimium  propinque  solis,  "  and 
its  topical  nature,  may  possibly  point  out  both.  But  as  our  few 
facts,  however  they  may  support  the  conclusions  which  have  been 
drawn  from  them,  (conclusions  which  are  to  be  considered,  not 
as  constituthig  the  laws  of  nyctalopia,  but  as  exhibiting  the  ge- 
neralized history  of  a  few  cases),  would  ill  justify  much  reason- 
ing on  this  subject :  this  discussion,  as  also  the  pointing  out  the 
best  method  of  cure,  will,  with  more  propriety,  be  left  to  those 
who  have  had  much  experience  in  the  disease. 

Dd2 
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VII. 

An  Essay  upon  Cinchonin^  and  its  influence  upon  ike  flrime  ef 
Peruvian  Barkf  and  other  Barks.  By  Bernardikus  Ajitho- 
KY  Gomes*  * 

t.  tTtslonf  of  the  Kncfwledge  hitherto  obtained  of  Cindotun* 

CiNCiioNiN  18  A  new  vegetable  principle,  discovered  for  the  finC 
time  in  the  bark  of  the  officinal  species  of  the  genus  cincho* 
na,  from  which  it  derives  its  name.  We  are  in  some  measure  in* 
debted  to  Dr  Maton  for  its  discovery,  as  he  was  the  first  who 
remarked  that  the  solutions  c^  Peruvian  bark  gave  a  precipitate 
with  tannin.  At  a  later  period,  Mr  S^uin,  having  found  out 
the  chemical  character  of  tannin,  which  consists  in  giving  a  pe- 
culiar precipitate  with  gelatin,  inferred,  from  the  experiment  of 
Dr  Maton,  that  there  was  gelatin  contained  in  Peruvian  bark; 
but  he  was  deceived  in  this  inference,  as  Dr  Duncan  junior  dear* 
ly  pointed  out.  (Nicholson's  Journal,  Vol.  VI.  p.  225.}  And 
in  fact,  a  very  easy  experiment  clearly  proves  that  the  precipi- 
tate of  the  solutions  of  Peruvian  barK,  produced  by  tannin,  is 
owin/^  to  a  principle  not  only  different  from  gelatin,  but  from  aB 
others  hitherto  known. 

Take  some  tincture  of  Peruvian  bark,  mix  with  it  a  sufficient 
Quantity  of  water,  and  after  a  little  time  strain ;  to  the  strained 
hquor  add  the  infusion  of  galls,  a  precipitate  will  be  produoedy 
which  is  totally  soluble  in  alcohol. 

This  experiment  shows  that  the  principle  of  Peruvian  bark, 
which  is  precipitated  by  infusion  of  galls  or  tannin,  difi^rs  very 
much  from  gelatin  and  starch ;  for  the  (precipitate  which  these 
two  principles  give  with  that  reagent  are  insoluble  in  alcohol. 

It  would  appear  that  Dr  Duncan,  though  he  made  the  remark- 
able  discovery  of  cinchonin,  never  obtained  it  completely  sepa- 
rated from  the  other  principles  of  Peruvian  bark,  as  he  not  only 
i)oes  not  indicate  the  manner  of  obtaining  it  pure,  either  in  his 
letter  to  Mr  Nicholson,  in  which  he  gives  an  account  of  his  dis* 
CO  very,  in  the  Annals  of  Medicine  for  the  years  1809«-4*,  wherein 
he  wrote  upon  the  same  subject,  or  in  the  third  edition  of  the 


•  Thmtlated  from  the  Third  Volume  of  the  Memoin  of  the  Royal  Acadeoqr  rf 
•cieaoM  at  U^bon. 
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Sdinborgh  New  Dispensatory ;  but  moreoTer,  when,  in  this  last. 
work»  b0  mentions  the  propertie$  of  dnchonin,  be  says  that  it  i^ 
*'  not  acrid,  soluble  in  alcohol  and  in  water,  precipitated  by  in? 
fiision  of  galls — precipitate  soluble  in  alcohol. "  Now,  the  first  of 
these  properties,  the  not  being  acrid,  being  negative,  shows  he 
did  not  obtain  it  pure ;  otherwise,  by  tasting  it,  we  should  have, 
instead  of  this  negative  property,  a  positive  one.  For  the  same 
veason,  he  attributes  to  it  solubility  in  water,  which,  it  seems  to 
me,  it  does  not  possess,  but  by  the  ageppy  pf  another  prin- 
ciple. 

The  political  state  of  EuFope  has  not  permitted  me  to  see  tha 
memoir,  in  which  M.  Viuiquelin  gives  the  account  of  his  expe- 
riments upon  the  different  Hinds  oicipchona  or  barks ;  but  judg« 
ing  by  the  extract,  which  is  inserted  in  the  Medical  and  S^urgical 
Review,  Vol.  XV.  p.  xii.  I  am  led  to  think  this  very  dexterous 
snd  celebrated  chemist  never  vas  able  to  obtain  cincbonin  free 
firom  other  substances ;  for  he  ascribes  to  it  properties  which,  ac- 
cording to  my  experiments,  do.  not  belong  to  it.  *'  The  prin- 
ciple which  precipitates  the  infusion  of  oak  bark  and  of  galls,  '^ 
says  Mr  Vauquelin,  (ibid^  p.  xiii.)  '^  is  of  a  brown  colouTi  Ditter, 
and  less  soluble  in  water  than  in  alcohol,  and  precipitates  emetic 
tartar,  but  not  glue.  "  In  the  subsequent  pages  it  will  be  shown^ 
that  these  properti^  do  not  belong  to  pure  cmchonin,  but  to  its 
union  with  oth^r  vegetable  principles. 

It  is  not  without  some  diffidence,  that  I  venture  to  differ  from 
I>r  Duncan,  ^nd  M.  Vauquelin,  in  what  concerns  their  labour 
and  opinions.  However,  1  shall  state,  with  candour  and  frank- 
ness, wh^t  X  have  found  and  judged  different  froqi  what  they 
thought. 

But  before  going  farther,  I  must  own,  that  if  in  what  I  am  a- 
bout  to  detail,  I  have  at  all  advanced  our.  knowledge  of  cincho- 
nin,  it  is  owing  tp  the  concise  account  of  this  principle  which 
X)r  Duncan  gave,  and,  as  I  mentioned  above,  principally  to  that 
of  its  chemical  character  consisting  in  giving,  with  the  infusion 
of  galls,  a  precipitate  soluble  in  alcohol  i  which  chemical  charac- 
ter was  certain);  my  chief  guide  in  the  inv^ti^tion  of  its  pro* 
perties, 

II. — Of  the  manner  of  ExtracUng  Ginchmin,  . 
Having  remarked  that  the  tincture  of  cinchona,  when  not  pre- 
viously precipitated  by  water,  gives,  on  being  mixed  with  infusioa 
of  galls,  a  pr^ipitate  which  is  not  completely  dissolved  by  al- 
cohol I  and  having  observed,  moreover,  that  the  precipitate  ot 
the  tincture  of  cinchona  by  water  is  dissolved  by  potassa,  1  con- 
cluded that  this  precipitate  was  not  resin,  and  that  it  might  \;^ 
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extractive,  which  has  the  property  of  loring  its  solubiKty  in  pnv 

{lortion  as  it  becomes  more  oxygenated,  and  that  of  being  so- 
uble  in  water  by  means  of  potassa,  even  when  it  is  oxygenated. 
Having  remarked  also,  that  potassa  formed,  in  the  aqueous  coln- 
tion  of  the  alcoholic  extract  of  cinchona,  a  white  precipitate^ 
which  was  'rcdissolved  by  alcoho],  and  showed  other  properties 
of  cinchonin,  I  concluded  that  it  might  be  obtained  by  oxygen- 
ating, and  rendering  insoluble  the  greatest  part  of  the  extractive  of 
the  cinchona,  which  accompanies  it  in  the  tincture,  or  alc<^olicso> 
lution,  separating  by  means  of  water  what  wastir  becomes  insc^ 
luble,  then  oxy^nating  the  residuum,  and  separating  it  after- 
wards  from  the  cinchonm  by  potassa.  I  do  not  pretend  to  defend 
the  accuracy  of  this  theory ;  I  intend  only  to  indicate  what  sug- 
ge>:tcH  to  me  the  following  process  to  obtain  cinchonin. 

Take  tincture  of  Peruvian  bark ;  let  it  evaporate  to  the  c<ni* 
gistency  of  an  extract;  mix  with  it,  by  means  of  a  glass  rod,  va- 
rious and  successive  portions  of  distilled  water,  and  strain  fhem 
successively  until  the  water  pass  almost  colourless  and  insipid. 
Evaporate  the  whole  of  the  filtered  liquors  till  the  extract  be  ob- 
tained ;  add  to  this,  successive  portions  of  a  well  saturated  sohi- 
tion  of  potassa,  and  strain  successively  through  the  same  filter 
until  the  lixivium  pass  colourless,  or  the  residuum  become  wUte ; 
wash  the  residuum  in  the  same  filter  with  a  small  portion  of  odd 
water,  and  let  it  drv. 

By  this  process  there  remains  on  the  filter  a  substance  which 
is  white  when  in  a  state  of  greater  purity,  and  pale  or  reddish 
when  less  so.  When  white  it  is  powdery,  and  is  easily  detadi- 
ed  from  the  filter.  It  is  also  bitter,  inflammable,  very  litde  soluble 
in  water;  but  soluble  enough,  when  recently  prepared,  in  sulpha* 
ric  ether,  alcohol ;  in  diluted  sulphuric,  nitric,  and  muriatic 
acids;  in  the  acetic,  oxalic,  citric,  malic  f  but  not  in  the  lor- 
taric  acid.  *  From  these  solutions,  which  are  made  vritkout  ef- 
fervescence, it  is  precipitated  by  the  infusion  of  galls ;  and  the 
precipitate  is  white  and  capable  of  being  redissoived  by  akohol. 
This  substance  is  of  course  the  cinchonin  of  Dr  Duncan ;  bat 
even  when  white,  it  is  not  sufficiently  pure;  for  it  remains  always 
more  or  less  contaminated  with  colouring  matter,  with  the  souul 
threads  of  the  filter,  and,  even  after  being  washed,  with  some 
potassa. 


*  I  doubt  of  its  iwliibilitj  in  mab'c  ncid,  and  of  iu  insolubilltj  in  tartaric 
for  I  siispvct  Uie  purity  of  Ihc  acidii  I  employed* 
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III. — Process  to  Purify  Cinchonin* 
Impure  cinchonin  ($  11.)  is  dissolved  in  the  best  alcohol,  then 
it  is  strained,  and  to  this  solution  an  equal  quantity  of  distilled 
water  is  added ;  the  mixture  is  left  in  a  glass  loosely  covered 
with  paper,  until  the  odour  of  alcohol  be  not  perceived ;  it  is 
dien  strained,  and  the  residuum  left  to  dry  on  tne  filter,  form- 
ing very  fine,  small,  and  white  filiform  crystals. 

rV. — Varieties  cbsetved  in  this  Purification. 

The  resuk  of  the  preceding  process  varies  somewhat  accord- 
ing to  the  quality  of  the  bark  from  whidi  the  cinchonin  has  been 
extracted.  When  the  alcoholic  solution  ($  III.)  is  of  the  cin- 
chonin of  the  red  bark,  or  other  Peruvian  barks,  not  of  the 
thick  kinds  $  on  the  addition  of  the  water,  there  results  a  trans- 
parent mixture, — and  it  is  only  after  standing  some  time  that 
the  filiform  crystals  begin  to  float  in  the  liquor,  and  to  precipi- 
tate and  increase  in  number  and  size  as  the  alcohol  evaporates  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  tuberculous  incrustations  are  formed  on 
the  sides  of  the  vessel,  of  a  crystalline  appearance  when  humid, 
but  opaque,  more  or  less  coloured,  and  without  brilliancy  when 
dry. 

If  the  alcoholic  solution  ($  III.)  is  of  the  cinchonin  of  the  thick 
barks  fcalissayas)  of  Lima  and  of  Sante  F£,  immediately  upon 
the  addition  of  ttie  water  the  liquor  becomes  opaque  and  milky, 
and  a  resinous  reddish  substance,  in  form  of  drops  of  oil,  but 
concrete,  is  observed  to  swim  on  the  surface  of  the  liquor  in- 
stead of  crystals,  and  the  sides  of  the  vessel  are  covered  with  in- 
crustations, as  in  the  preceding  case. 

In  fine,  when  the  alcoholic  solution  ($  IIL)  is  of  the  cinchonin 
of  the  bark  called  kuanuco,  which  is  distinguished  more  or  less  by 
tubercles  or  protuberances  on  the  external  surface,  not  only  there 
appear 'many  crystals  of  a  silver  brightness,  but  the  incrustations 
are  in  a  great  manner  composed  ot  the  same  crystals,  and  very 
white  and  silver-like. 

V. — Examination  cf  theJUifbrm  Crystals. 

1.  These  very  fine  and  minute  filiform  crystals,  rubbed  be- 
tween the  fingers,  are  converted  into  a  white  and  very  subtle 
powder,  resinous  to  the  touch,  as  if  we  were  rubbing  between 
the  fingers  powder  of  colophony. 

2.  They  are  insipid  and  inodorous,  but  they  seem  to  dissolve 
in  the  saliva. 

3.  Exposed  to  the  flame  of  a  candle  by  means  of  a  glass  rod, 
they  decrease  in  volume,  exhale  smoke  with  a  peculiar  odour^ 
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not  diMigreeable,  melt,  taking  a  chesnut  coloar^  and  bom  with 
a  clear  and  white  flame, 

4.  They  are  insoluble  in  water  either  cold  or  warm  ;  for  water 
af^itated  with  them  and  strained,  does  not  give  anjr  precipitaie 
with  the  infusion  of  galls. 

5.  Mixed  with  the  cold  aqueous  infusion  of  cinchona  pubesccns 
of  Bfflzil  (which  does  not  give  any  precipitate  with  the  infusion 
of  galls,  but  becomes  turbid  with  the  solution  of  glue,  and  dark 
greeni&h-brown  with  the  solution  of  sulphate  of  iron),  it  forms  a 
turbid  and  gelatinous  liquor,  which,  when  strained,  gives,  with 
the  infusion  of  galls,  a  precipitate  redissoluble  by  aloohoL 

6.  They  are  soluble  in  alcohol,  sulphuric  ether,  in  the  diluted 
sulphuric,  nitric,  and  muriatic  acids,  in  the  acetic,  oxalics  citrici 
in  the  gallic,  (j  V.  5.)  in  the  malic  ?  not  in  the  tartaric  ? 

7.  The  acia  solutions  give  a  white  precipitate  with  the  infu- 
sion of  galls,  which  is  completely  redissolved  by  alcohoL  If  to 
the  same  solutions  we  add  any  of  the  three  alkalis,  a  precipitate 
is  formed  in  white  flakes,  which  is  redissolved  by  alcohol. 

8.  The  solution  in  sulphuric  acid  is  speedy,  complete,  and 
without  eflcrvescence.     The  precipitate,  which  the  solution  of 

I)otas8a  forms  in  this,  is  as  wnite  as  lime,  insipid,  inflammable 
ike  the  crystals,  is  dissolved  slowly,  but  completely,  in  akohol, 
from  which  it  is  precipitated  by  water  in  smaller  crystals,  but 
very  similar  to  the  primitive  ones. 

9.  Lime*  water  does  not  seem  to  precipitate  the  solution  of  the 
crystals  in  muriatic  acid,  even  though  it  be  added  in  excess. 
Tnis  mixture  gives,  with  the  infusion  of  galls,  a  precipitate  which 
is  only  dissolved  in  part  by  alcohoL 

10.  From  these  properties  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  following 
conclusions  may  be  deduced ;  Imo,  That  the  crystals  are  a  pure 
vegetable  principle*  This  appears  from  the  regular  and  crystal* 
line  form  which  they  assume,  from  their  complete  solubility  in 
sulphuric  acid,  and  irom  the  precipitate  which  potassa  forms  in 
this  solution,  having  the  same  properties  as  the  crystals,  ($  V.  8.) 
^dOf  That  this  pure  principle  is  the  cinchonin  of  Dr  Duncan,  since 
it  gives,  with  the  infusion  of  galls,  a  white  predpHate  capable 
of  being  dissolved  by  alcohol,  (J  V.  ?•)  Stto^  That  this  prin- 
ciple, in  its  insolubility  in  water,  its  inflammability  and  solubi- 
lity in  alcohol  and  ether,  bears  some  analogy  to  resin,  but  differs 
from  it  by  its  crystallization  and  solubility  in  the  acids,  [§  V. 
(i.)  4/(7,  That  by  these  last  properties  it  is  somewhat  analogous 
to  camphor,  from  which  it  diflers,  however,  in  being  without 
odour  (J  V.  V.) ;  in  being  precipitated  crystallized  from  the  alcoho- 


lic solution  (}  III.  and  V.  8.) ;  in  having  greater  specific  gravity, 
since  it  sinks  in  water  {}  IV.}  i  in  giving 


a  precipitate  with  tht 
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infiision  of  ^Hs,  &c.  5to,  Tbat»  by  having  singular  and  pecu* 
liar  properties,  it  is,  as  Dr  Duncan  thought,  a  vegetable  prin- 
ciple different  from  all  others  hitherto  known. 

VI. — Examination  of  the  Incnisiations, 

1.  These  are  in  form  of  small  protuberances ;  white  while  hu- 
mid ;  opaque,  commonly  red,  and  without  any  brilliancy  when 
4ry$  they  seem  resinous  when  they  are  masticated,  and  of  a 
pungent  and  bitter  flavour. 

2.  Exposed  to  the  flame  of  a  candle  they  melt,  and  bum  better 
than  the  crystals,  with  a  clear  and  white  flame. 

3.  They  are  sparingly  soluble  in  cold  water ;  for  when  agitata 
ed  with  them,  and  strained,  it  gives  a  white  precipitate  with  th« 
infusion  of  galls, 

4.  They  are  not  totally  dissolved  in  the  mineral  and  vegetable 
^ids,  in  which  the  crystals  are  complntely  soluble  ($  V.  6.)  and 
they  are  also  precipitated  from  these  solutions  by  tlie  infusion  of 
galls. 

5.  A  solution  in  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  afler  being  strained, 
13  transparent,  and  gives  a  white  precipitate  with  potassa,  but 
not  so  clear  as  that  of  the  crystals. 

6.  This  precipitate  ($  V.)  is  bitter,  and  burns  with  the  same 
odour  and  residuum  as  the  filiform  crystals ;  it  is  not  completely 
dissolved  by  alcohol,  leaving  a  reddisn  residuum.  This  alcoho- 
lic solution  does  not  give  a  precipitate  with  eight  times  its  quan- 
tity of  water,  and  thus  diluted  it  gives  a  precipitate  with  the  in* 
fusion  of  galls,  which  is  redissolved  by  alcohol ;  it  does  not  give 
a  precipitate  with  the  solution  of  emetic  tartar,  and  does  not 
change  the  colour  of  paper  tinged  with  turnsol,  or  with  th«^ 
powers  qf  mallows. 

7.  From  these  properties,  it  seems  to  me,  that  it  may  be  infer- 
red, ImOf  That  these  incrustatiotxs  contain  cinchouin,  or  the  sub- 
stance of  the  filiform  crystals,  ($  V.) ;  for  they  give,  with  the  in- 
fusion of  galls,  a  precipitate,  which  is  redissolved  by  alcohol, 
U  VI.  4.  and  6.)  2dOf  That  they  differ  from  the  crystals  in  be- 
ing in  the  form  of  protuberances,  and  in  having  colour  and  taste 
($  Vl.  1.),  in  burning  better  {§  VI.  2.),  in  being  .sparingly  soluble  in 
water  (ib.  3.),  in  being  not  completely  soluble  in  the  acids  (ib.  4), 
in  giving  a  less  clear  precipitate  (ib.  5.),  bitter,  not  completely  so- 
luble in  alcohol,  and  the  residuum  being  of  a  reddish  colour  (ib. 
^  VI.  6.)  Lastly,  in  this  alcoholic  solution  not  being  precipitated 
by  eight  times  its  quantity  of  water,  (ib.)  It  contains,  besides 
pinchonin,  a  substance  which  imparts  to  it  colour,  flavour,  and 
solubility  in  water,  which  is  not  very  soluble  in  alcohol,  or  in  the 
jicids,  in  which,  however,  it  is  sparingly  dissolved,  and  is  preci-i 
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pitated  with  the  cindionin  $  in  fine,  wbidi  impedes  its  crystaKa- 
tion,  leaving  to  it  scarcely  a  mark  of  tfaia  propertj»  wh^  in  the 
form  of  small  protuberances.  %tio^  That  the  tncrustations  have 
neither  a  free  acid  nor  alkaline  base,  ($  VI.  6.)  4/a,  That  cin- 
chonin,  at  least  in  this  combination,  does  not  precipitate  the  so- 
kition  of  emetic  tartar,  (ib.) 

VIL-— Qf  ^^  Liquor  which  remains  afier  ike  CrysidBixaHtm  mti 

Ificrustation. 

This  liquor  being  strained  and  left  to  eraporate  spootaneoorij, 
in  the  course  of  some  days  assumes  a  gelatinous  appearance,  rat 
it  never  assumes  the  form  of  a  jelly ;  it  has  a  bitter  taste,  and  at 
Mst  emits  the  unell  of  orange  and  cinnamon-flowers. 

This  liquor  changes  paper  tinged  with  flowers  of  malknr  to  m 
green  colour ;  it  gives,  with  the  infusion  of  gaBs,  the  same  pre- 
cipitate  with  the  crystals  and  incrustations,  and  it  efferyeaoea 
with  sulphuric  acid. 

These  phenomena  show,  that  this  liquor  contains  carbonate  of 
potassa,  cinchonin,  and  the  principle  which  communicates  bitter- 
Bess  to  the  incrustations,  and  makes  them  sparingly  soluble  in 
water. 

Whence  does  the  pleasant  smell  of  orange  and  cinnamon- 
flowers  proceed,  which  is  only  perceived  after  a  long  cTapora- 
tion? 

VIIL-- Q^  the  eombination  in  which  Cinchonin  is  found  in  various 

Vegetables. 
Cinchonin  is  not  a  principle  peculiar  to  cinchona,  as  its  name 
indicates,  which  therefore  is  not  well  appropriated.  AcccM'ding 
to  Dr  Duncan,  it  is  also  found  in  angustura,  columba,  mecacoan* 
ha,  black- pepper,  Guinea  pepper,  and  in  opium.  I  found  it  in 
the  red  bark;  in  that  of  hvanuco;  in  the  coarse  barks  of  Lima  and 
Sante  Fe;  in  a  kind  of  bark  brought  from  Brazils,  which  is  simi* 
lar  to,  if  not  identical  with  that  of  Lima;  in  the  barks  otPortlandia 
hexandria ;  in  a  light,  thin,  and  smooth  bark  (of  which  I  shall 
speak  in  another  publication  relating  to  cinchonas),  which  was 
brought  from  the  province  of  Goiazes^  with  the  improper  name 
of  cinchona,  and  which  seems  to  me  identical  with  another  bark 
given  to  me  in  Brazil,  and  which  I  was  told  was  brought  from 
Minas  Geraesj  and  was  there  known  under  the  name  of  baA  of 
the  land-orange  tree  ;  lastly,  in  a  coarse  bark,  red  within,  and 
heavy,  which  I  shall  describe  at  the  same  time  with  Goiazes 
bark,  which  was  brought  from  the  village  of  Camanm  through 
Bahia,  with  the  name,  equally  improper,  of  cinchona.  But  I  did 
not  find  cinchonin  in  two  kinds  of  cinchona  discovered  in  the 
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province  of  Itio  de  Janeiro,  and  wfaick  are,  according  to  Dr  Vi« 
cent  Gomes  of  that  cj|y,  and  our  celebrated  botanist,  Dr  Bro- 
tero,  the  barks  of  the  cinchona  ptAescens^  and  of  the  cinchetia  ma* 
crocarpa.  This  circumstance  farther  shows  the  impropriety  of 
the  name  cinchanin^  whidi  it  is  yet  convenient  to  preserve,  in 
order  to  avoid  confhsion. 

Of  the  barks  above  mentioned,  all  those  which  I  examined  and 
which  contained  cinchonin,  yielded  this  principle  to  water  b»  well 
as  to  alcohol  and  wine.  Hence  periiapt  Dr  Duncan  and  M. 
Vauquelin  concluded  that  it  was  soluUe  in  water  and  in  alcohol ; 
but  being  certainly,  as  I  have  said  ($  V.  4.),  when  pure^  by  itself 
insoluble  in  water,  the  conclusion  is,  that  it  exists  in  those 
barks  combined  with  another  principle  which  makes  it  soluble  iti 
water,  as  we  observe  in  §  VI.  3.  6.  There  are  many  reasons  to 
suspect  this  solvent  to  be  an  acid  in  the  true  cinchonas ;  for  be- 
sides cinchonin  being  sduble  in  various  acids,  and  there  being 
in  all  the  cinchonas  marks  of  acidity,  it  is  by  potassa  that  it  is 
precipitated  in  the  process  of  extraction,  (§  II.)  It  is  even 
probable  that  this  acid  is  the  gallic ;  for  on  examining  the  pre- 
cipitate with  potassa,  a  substance  is  found  which  gives  a  brown 
colour  to  the  solution  of  sulphate  of  iron. 

But  if  the  gallic  acid  be  the  solvent  of  the  cinchonin  in  the 
cinchonas,  it  is  not  so  in  all  the  other  barks  which  contain  it; 
for  the  aqueous  solutions  of  the  alcoholic  extracts  of  the  barks  of 
Goiazes  and  of  CamamU,  not  only  do  not  redden  the  tincture  of 
tumsol,  but  on  the  contrary  they  make  it  green,  and  the  cinchon- 
in of  these  bark&,  and  of  the  Portlandia  hexandria,  is  not  preci- 
pitated by  potassa  as  that  of  the  cinchonas,  (§  II.) 

Besides  this  difference  in  the  solvent  of  cinchonin,  I  believe 
there  is  yet  another.  The  solvent  of  cinchonin  in  the  cinchonas 
loses  by  oxygenation,  or  by  the  action  of  the  air,  more  and  more 
of  its  solubility,  not  onlv  in  water,  but  also  in  alcohol.  Thia 
observation  leads  me  to  think,  that  it  partakes  a  great  dea^of,  or 
bears  a  great  analogy  to,  the  extractive  of  M.  Fourcroy.  It  does 
not  seem  then  improbable,  that  it  may  be  in  different  states  of  oxy- 
genation in  diifi?rent  barks,  and  that  by  being  perhaps  more  oxy- 
genated in  the  coarse  ones  or  calissajfas^  and  by  being  found  in 
some  of  them  mixed  with  resin,  it  happens,  that  in  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  cinchonin  of  these  barks,  a  milky  precipitate  is  formed 
without  obtaining  crystals,  (§  IV.)  It  may  also  happen,  that  the 
solvent  of  the  cinchonin  in  the  barks  of  Portlandia,  Goiazes,  and 
Camamu,  is  less  oxygenated,  or  less  capable  ofoxygenation,  than 
that  of  the  cinchonas.  This  conjecture  becomes  probable,  on 
observing  that  the  tinctures  of  the  barks  of  Goiazes  and  Port- 
landia scarcely  become  turbid  with  water  i  and  that  of  Camamu 
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bark|  though  becoming  so,  gives  a  less  precipitate  than  tbe  tinc- 
ture of  cinchona.  On  the  other  hand;  the  potassa  whidi  preci* 
Kitates  the  cinchonin  in  the  recent  aqueous  extracts  of  the  alcc^ 
oiic  extracts  of  the  cinchonas,  does  not  give  any  precipitate  with 
the  recent  aqueous  extracts  of  the  alcoholic  extracts  of  Camamo 
bark,  but  it  gives  some  with  the  old  extracts  of  this  bark,  and 
none  at  all  with  the  extracts,  either  recent  or  old,  of  the  haiks 
qf  Goiazes  and  Portlandia. 

But  we  shall  quit  this  subject  for  the  present,  till  new  expm- 
ments  enable  us  to  proceed  from  probability  to  chemical  demon- 
stration. In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  leave  to  reason,  from  the 
data  I  now  possess,  though  thev  are  not  all  those  which  are  re* 
quisite,  upon  an  important  problem  in  medical  practice. 

IX. — Of  the  Influence  qf  Cinchonin  upon  the  Virtues  of  Vegetables^ 
It  is  well  known  that  M.  S^uin,  supposing  the  cinchonin  of 
cinchona  to  be  gelatin,  considered  that  the  febrifuge  principle,  as 
he  called  it,  was  the  supposed  gelatin  of  this  bark ;  and  in  his 
lilusioni  he  attempted  to  substitute  animal  gelatin  in  place  of 
qnchoqii.  Not  having  seen  the  memoir  of  M.  Seguin  on  the  fA>^ 
rifuge  principle  of  cinchona,  but  only  an  extract  from  it  (Medical 
and  Physical  Journal,  Vol.  XI.  p.  315),  I  do  not  know  the  facts  he 
had  to  form  and  support  his  opinion,  but  I  believe  that  it  is  not 
altogether  destitute  of  foundation  $  for  when  I  was- attending  the 
military  and  naval  hospitals,  I  received  orders  froip  the  oflSoes  of 
the  respective  secretaries  of  state,  to  try  different  barks  unknown 
in  European  medicine,  which  had  been  brought  from  Brazils 
under  the  name  of  cinchona.  At  that  time  I  had  not  yet  tried 
any  chemical  experiment  with  respect  to  cinchonin,  and  it  was 
quite  unknown  to  me  whether  the  barks  of  Brazil  contained  it  or 
not.  Thus,  without  any  previous  knowledge,  I  tried  s^cceissive- 
ly  these  barks  in  fevers,  particularly  in  those  of  the  intermitteot 
type,  and  I  found  that  the  barkss  ot  Camamu,  Goiazes,  Portkn*^ 
dia  hexandria,  one  kmd  of  cinchona  of  the  Brazils,  and  different 
cinchonas  of  the  Spanish  America,  were  remarkably  ftbrifuge. 
At  the  same  time,  I  remarked  with  regret  and  astonishment, 
that  two  true  species  of  cinchona,  brought  also  from  Brazils, 
possessed  nothing,  or  almost  nothing,  of  tltat  quality. 

Reflecting  upon  this  result  of  clinical  observations,  it  occurred 
to  me,  that  a  comparative  chemical  analysis  might  explain  that 
remarkable  difference,  and  even  indicate  the  principle  which 
renders  the  good  Peruvian  bark  eminently  febrifuge,  it  appear- 
ing to  me  very  probable,  that  all  the  barks  which  were  remark- 
abiy  autift'brile>  might  have  a  principle  or  common  circumstance, 
wliiih  ou^ht  to  be  intirely  or  almost  wanting  in  the  baik>  which 
were  not  icbriluge. 
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To  observe  how  &r  the  truth  of  this  conjecture  could  be 
extended,  I  began  to  try  chemica}  experiments  upon  all  the 
Spani^  cinchonas^  and  the  three  cinchonas  and  other  three  barks 
of  Brazils  above  mentioned  $  and  I  found  that  all  the  Spanish 
cinchonas  of  our  shops,  one  of  those  of  the  Brazils,  which  I  had 
observed,  was  febrifuge,  and  the  barks  of  Ooiazes,  Camamu,  and 
Portlandia,  contained  cinchonin;  and  that  this  principle  was  not 
to  be  found  in  the  other  two  cinchonas  from  Rio  Janeiro,  that 
is,  in  the  barks  of  the  cinchona  macrocaf-pot  and  of  the  cinchona 
pubeacenSf  which  possessed  very  little  or  nothing  of  the  febrifuge 
quality. 

Hence,  from  all  these  cinchonas,  and  also  three  other  barks, 
which  tootain  cinchonin,  being  febrifuge,  and  from  two  true 
species  of  cinchona,  which  do  not  contain  it,  having  very 
little  or  no  pretensions  to  that  title,  I  am  inclined  to  conclude 
that  cinchonin  is  the  principle  which  renders  cinchona,  and 
the  other  vegetable  substances  containing  it,  eminently  febri- 
iiige. 

This  conclusion,  however,  seems  to  be  contradicted  by  what 
M.  Vauqueiin  says  (Med.  and  Chir.  Review,  Vol.  XV.  p.  xiit.) 
<*  As  the  property  of  precipitating  tannin  is  not  common  to  all 
the  cinchonas,  they  therefore  do  not  exclusively  derive  from  that 
their  febrifuge  power,  for  there  are  many  which  do  not  precipi- 
tate tannin,  and  yet  we  know  that  they  cure  fevers.  *' 

This  quotation  seems  to  indicate  that  the  cinchonas  which 
contain  cinchonin,  and  those  which  do  not  contain  it,  are  equally 
febriiiige ;  but  the  case  is  so  far  from  being  so,  according  to 
M.  Vauqueiin  himself,  that  he  says,  in  another  place,  *'  It  even 
seems,  tnat  the  principle  which  precipitates  the  infusion  of  oak 
bark  and  galls  is  febrifuge ;  for  it  is  in  general  well  known  in 
medicine,  that  those  species  of  cinchona  which  produce  this 
effect  are  the  besL  " 

Thus  the  observations  of  the  illustrious  French  chemist,  far 
from  contradicting,  confirm  my  conclusion  with  respect  to  cin- 
chonin, to  which  I  ascribe  only  the  febrifuge  preeminence  of  cin- 
chona, and  not  exclusively  the  febrifuge  power ;  for  it  is  univer- 
sally known,  that  before  the  discovery  of  cinchona,  and  even 
after  it,  fevers  were  cured  with  bitters  and  compositions  without 
cinchona.  But  from  general  practical  observation,  every  person 
reckons  these  febrifuges  so  inferior  to  good  cinchona,  that  in 
dangerous  intermittents,  they  have  recourse  to  it  in  preference 
to  any  other* 

But  as  cinchonin  is  insipid,  inodorous,  and  always  found  in 
vegetables  in  combination  with  other  principles,  which  render 
it  bitter,  soluble  in  water,  &c.  it  becoa^es  a  (i^estiou  whether  it 
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be  febrifuge  by  iiaelff  or  MI7  an  enential  p«rt  of  tlie  fchrifage 
principle. 

If  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  as  Dr  Doncan  affimw,  thM  aaigos- 
tora,  which,  according  to  bim,  contains  diiohoviin,  does  not 
cure  intermittent  fevers,  (New  Dispensaiorj,  p.  157),  we  ought 
to  conclude,  that  cinchonin  is  merely  an  essential  part  of  tke  ie- 
farifuge  principle  of  vegetables.  Tnis  oonobision  derives  great 
probability  from  the  practical  observation,  that,  in  general^  da- 
chona,  given  in  powder,  acts  nore  poweHblv  than  leny  of  the 
preparations  of  this  bark,  and  from  the  medioai  quidtcies  of  ipeca- 
cuanha, opium,  &c.  which  contain  alsacinchonm  ($  VIII.),  be- 
ing difl^rent. 

But  what  is  merely  probable  is  not  demonstrated ;  and  in  mat* 
ters  of  such  inkportance,  probabilities  do  not  soffio^— •evidence  is 
necessary.  It  is  then  of  importance  lo  determitte,  by  decisive 
clinical  experiments,  what  is  the  combinadon,  either  nnturaJ  or 
artificial,  tnat  renders  cincbmiin  eminently  febriluge,  or  whether, 
in  spite  of  its  insipidity  and  insolubility  in  water,  it  be  febri- 
fii^  by  itself,  as  is  possibljrthe  case;  for  the  tartrate  of  potnssa  and 
antimony,  and  the  antimonial  powders,  &c.  are  insipid,  and  yet 
stimulate  the  stomach  in  a  remarkalUe  manner.  Beaidea,  although 
it  is  insoluble  in  water,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  so  in  sativm,  ^d 
in  the  acids  of  the  stomach,  &c. 

I  shall,  in  the  mean  time  observe,  with  regard  to  this,  tlmt  the 
inJusion  of  some  of  the  dnehonaa,  which  contain  cinchonii»,  pre- 
eipitates  the  solution  of  gkie,  and  turns  blackish  the  solution 
of  sulphate  of  iron  ;  that  the  infusion  of  the  red  cinchona,  and 
that  of  the  bark  of  Gbiaaes,  produce  with  thia  last  reagent  Ae  same 
effect,  but  do  not  precipitate  thesolutionof  ghie;  lasdy,  that  the  in- 
fusion of  thebarkof  Camamu,neither  changes  the  colour  of  the  so- 
lution of  iiulohate  ol-iron,,nor  does  it  precipitate  glne.  FrtMtn  thb  I 
must  infer,  that  the  extract  or  solvent  of  the  cinchoran,  in  some  df 
the  cinchonas,  contains  gallic  acid  and  tannin  9  that  the  red  bark 
and  that  of  Groiaaes  contain  gallic  add  but  no  tannin  ;  diat  of  tbe 
bark  of  Camamu  contains  neither  gallic  acid  nor  tannin ;  and  as 
all  these  barks  are  excellent  febrifoges  (§  IX.  2.),  it  fidbws  that  the 
febrifiige  principle,,  or  essential  part  of  the  fbbrifege  principle  of 
vegetables^  neither  exists  in  the  gallic  acid,  which  is  to  be  found 
in  all  of  them  except  in  that  of  Camamu,  nor  in  the  tannin  which 
exists  in  some  of  the  cinchonas  in  very  small  quantity,  as  was 
shown  by  Dr  Maton,  and  the  celebrated  Davy,  and  which  do(s 
not  exist  at  all  in  the  red  cinchona,  or  in  the  barks  of  Goiaaes  and 
of  Camamu ;  consequently,  Mr  Wilkinson,  M.  Pourcroy,  and 
Dr  Westring  of  Sweden,  have  not  sufficient  reason  to  ascribe  to 
tannin  the  prerogative  of  being  tebrifuge. 
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He«c»  it  is  011I7  ibe  €ui^oBin  wUdi  can  now  be  reoognifltd 
as  the  principle  that  renders  cinchona  eminently  febrifuge;  and 
as  it  is  not  contained  in  all  the  species  of  cinchoDa*  it  is  of  ad- 
vantage^  in  dvoosin^this  drug»  ta  attend  not  onlv  to  the  sensible 
qualities,  but  also  to  examine  if  it  contains  dncnonin^  which  in 
verv  easily  done,  either  hy  the  experiment  of  the  firsf  section^ 
or  oy  nixing  the  aqueous  infusion  of  the  cinchona,  which  is  to 
be  examined  with  another  infupion  of  galls.  If  the  result  of 
this  mixture  is  a  white  predpitate,  there  is  cinchonin,  and  90 
much  the  more  abundant  as  the  piecipitate  is  more  speedy  or 
SQMune  <?ffpio^fyt 
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JSepprt  presenied  to  tie  Ro^al  College  of  Ph^skimns  cf£dinimr^ 
bg  ANnitEW  Du!9CAM  sen.,  M.  D;  and  P.,  respectttig  the  conh 
tttgious  Epidemic  Diseases  which  have  prevailed  in  that  City  and 
its  Neighb(/urh0O(l  during  the  Year  1810;  with  an  Account  of 
the  Ntmtber  of  Burials  in  the  different  ChiOrchjfards  of  £di$k^ 
burgh  and  its  Environs, 

ABOUT  eighty  years  aj|^,  the  late  Dr  Alexander  Monro,  to 
whonLnotoiu)!^  thedty  of  Ediuburghy  but  the  British  aatto% 
atands  ixulebted  for  many  important  services,  publi^ed  repealadr 
lyy  in  the  Edinbur^  Medical  Essays,  an-acoountof  the  diseases 
aiid  deaths  which  had  taken  place  in  this  dty.  Being  fklfy  pec^ 
auaded  that  the  revival  of  this  plan  would  be  attended.  Mdth  some 
advantages,  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  subject  not  unwortfajii  of 
the  attention  of  the  Rx>yal  Collets  of  Physicia&Sr  To  give  a  be- 
gMining  to  such-  a  plan,,  and  to  point  out  its  utilityi  in  some  paiv- 
ticulare^  I  made  a  voluntary  offer,  of  presenting  to  the  College  a 
report  on  these  subjects  for  the  year  18 10*  i*. 

That  I  might  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  the  prevailing 
epidemics,  not  merely  from  my  own  practice^  but  also  from  the 
ouservations  of  others,  I  sent  a  drcular  printed  letter  to^very  re- 
spectable practitioner  in  Edinburgh,  requesting  to  be  favoured  with 
ttiat  Information  which  his  own  experience  afforded.  It  is  indeed 
true,  several,  even  among  those  who  are  generally  supposed  to  he 
in  extensive  practice,  have  not  favoured  me  with  any  reply.    But 
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from  many  dT  the  most  respectable  members,  both  of  the  Colkge 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  I  have  received  such  satislactorT 
answers  as  will,  I  trust,  enable  me  to  give  a  just  accoant  of  the 
contagious  epidemics  which  have  principally  prevailed  in  £dii^ 
burgh  during  the  year  1810. 

Ail  the  practitioners,  who  h^hre  favoured  me  with  a  retam  to 
my  inquiries,  agree  in  stating,  that,  during  the  year  1810,  three 
contagious  epidemics  have  chieBy  been  obBerved  in  Edinburgh, 
viz.  Cynanche  parotidea,  pertussis,  and  scarlatina  angtnoaa. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  most  remarkable  epidemic 
which  I  either  saw  in  my  own  practice,  or  heard  of  from  others, 
was  the  cynanche  parotiaea  of  Dr  Cullen ;  a  disease  which,  I  need 
hardly  observe,  is  generally  known  in  England  by  the  name  of 
mMii^,  and  in  this  part  of  Britain  by  that  of  the  (tranku  That 
this  disease  arises  only  from  a  peculiar  and  specific  contagion,  as 
well  as  variola  or  rubeola,  can,  i  think,  admit  of  no  doubt,  lliis 
was  clearly  demonstrated  during  the  present  qsidemic  For* 
i^ter  it  was  introduced  into  some  schools,  it  arocted  aJmost  all 
the  children  attending  them.  Of  the  contagious  nature  of  this 
disease,  I  had  a  remarkable  instance  in  my  own  family.  Four 
of  my  grandchildren  attended  a  school^  among  the  children  at 
which  it  was  very  frequent  about  the  beginning  of  February. 
All  the  four  were  subjected  to  it  before  the  end  of  February* 
And  a  fifth  grandchild,  who  was  not  at  any  school,  but  who 
slept  in  the  same  nursery  with  a  sister  and  brother,  caught  the 
disease  in  the  banning  of  March. 

The  cynanche  parotidea,  during  the  year  1810,  has  been 
moie  general,  and  at  the  same  time  more  mild,  than  I  have  ob- 
served on  any  former  occasion.  I  have  never,  during  this  epi- 
demic, observed  any  instance  of  the  swelling  of  the  glands  about 
the  neck  being  either  accompanied  or  foUowed  by  swelling  of 
the  testis;  a  symptom  which  has  been  pointed  out  by  many 
practical  writers,  and  which  I  have  repeatedly  observed  on  for- 
mer occasions. 

During  the  present  epidemic,  as  far  as  my  observation  goes, 
the  disease  has  been  entirely  confined  to  children.  I  have  not 
myself  seen  one  adult  subjected  to  it.  Nor  have  I  heard  of  an 
adult  under  the  care  of  any  other  practitioner,  who  has  been 
subjected  to  it  during  the  present  epidemic  This  circumstance 
of  the  cynanche  parotidea  being  almost  confined  to  infants,  is 
somewhat  analogous  to  what  is  observed  with  regard  to  smsli- 
pox,  measles,  and  some  other  febrile  contagions.  I  consider  it 
as  affording  strong  evidence,  that,  by  being  once  subjected  to 
this  contagion,  protection  is  afforded  against  future  attadcs. 

The  omy  other  remark  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  midring,  witk 


respect  to  this  epulemic,  is,  th;!t  the  name  cynanche  pnrotidccrf^ 
although  employed  both  by  Sauva^es  a^id  Cullen,  seems  to  me 
to  be  not  strictly  proper.  For,  durin$r  the  present  epidemic,  ivL 
a  particular  manner,  the  maxillary  glands  were  fully  more  affect- 
ed than  the  parotids.  But  an  affection  of  the  maxillary  glands 
is  by  no  means  to  be  considered  as  a  circumstance  peculiar  to 
the  present  epidemic.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  definition  of  the 
disease,  as  given  by  Dr  Cullen  f  and  I  have  myself  observed  it, 
on  former  occasions,  but  never  so  remarkably. 

The  cynanche  parotidcea  became  much  less  frequent  in  th6 
months  of  May  and  June,  than  it  had  been  in  February,  Marrh^ 
and  April.  I  saw  three  instances  of  it  in  one  family  in  the' 
Crosscauseway,  about  the  middle  of  July :  BtA  I  have  not  since 
that  time  met  with  any  case  of  it ;  nor  have  I  heard  from  any 
practitioner  in  Edinburgh,  of  a  single  case  of  it  falling  und^r  his 
observation  during  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  De- 
cember. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to^learn,  this  disease,  while  prevail- 
ing in  Edinburgh,  has  been  by  no  mea:ns  very  frequent  in  Leith  i 
and  there  it  has  chiefly  appeared  among  those  children  who^ 
were  attending  schools  in  Edinburgh. 

In  Edinburgh,  as  well  as  in  Leith,  another  contagious  epide-> 
mic  has  been  observed  not  unfrequently  during  the  whole  course 
of  the  year  1810,  viz.  hooping-cough,  the  pertussis  of  Dr  CulJ 
len,  and  other  nosologists.  Instances  of  it  have  occurred  to  dif- 
ferent practitfoners  during  the  whole  course  of  the  year.  But  it 
has  been  by  no  means  so  frequent  in  Edinburgii,  as  on  some 
former  occasions ;  and  almost  all  the  instances  which  I  have" 
myself  seen  of  it,  have  been  slight ;  neitlier  the  cough  being  very 
severe,  nor  the  disease  attended  with  much  fever,  or  violent  in- 
flammatory affections  of  the  breast.  As  for  as  I  have  been  able 
to  learn,  pertussis  has  b^n  much  more  frequent  in  Leith  than 
in  Edinburgh ;  and  there  also  it  has  been  more  severe.  Severat 
ehildren  have  been  brought  from  Leith  to  Edinburgh  for  change 
of  air.  But  I  have  heard  of  very  few  cnses  in  Edinburgh,  where 
tJie  severity  of  the  symjHoms  has  been  such,  as  to  induce  prac- 
titioners to  recommend  change  of  air,  or  to  think  that  measure 
necessary. 

But  of  all  the  epidemics  which  have  prevailed  in  Edinburgh 
during  the  year  1810,  the  most  remarkable  has  been  the  scarla- 
tina. This  is  now  the  sixth  time  that  I  have  seen  scarlatina  pre- 
vailing as  an  epidemic  since  I  entered  upon  practice  in  Ekiinbuigh. 
1st,  Commenced  in  summer  i774.;  2d,  in  autumn  l783  j  3d,  in 
spring  1791  ;  4th,  in  spring  1798;  5th,  in  winter  1804f  and' 
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6th,  during  the  present  winter  1810*1 1.  Thus  it  appears  that 
the  longest  interval  between  these  epidemics  has  been  nine  years, 
and  the  shorten  five.  I  most,  however,  observe,  that  besides 
prevailing  as  an  epidemic,  ever  since  the  year  1774,  I  have  seen 
sporadic  instance^i  of  its  occurring  almost  every  year.  During' 
four  of  the  epidemics,  it  occurre<l  among  the  children  ofnnv  own 
fanilljr ;  nnd  I  have  uniformly  observed,  that  tho^^e  who  haJ  once 
been  subjected  to  it,  were  never  again  afifected  with  it,  though 
freely  exposed  to  the  contagion.  This  I  have  observed,  not  only 
m  my  own  family,  but  in  every  other  femily  where  I  have  at- 
te«d)ed ;  insomuch,  that,^  as  far  as  I  can  iudge  from  my  own 
experience,  I  have  been  led  to  eonciiTde,  th^t  the  confagricn  of 
acarlatina  anginosa  acting  upon  the  human  system,  gives  as  ^eat 
protection  against  future  attacks  of  ifae  same  contagion  as  that 
either  of  variola,,  rubeola,  or  peHussis..  I  am  indeed  informed 
by  some  eminent  pmcdtioners  m  Edinburgh,  that  they  have  seen 
scarlatina  anginosn  twice  in  the  same  patient.  But  I  cannot  help 
suspecting,  that  they  may  have  mistaken  other  eruprions  for 
scarlatina,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  instances  of  a  second  attack  of 
this  disease  are  very  rare. 

In  the  patietits  labouring^under  theepidemic  1810^  I  have  not 
observed  any  symptoms  which  did  not  occur  in  former  epide- 
mics, nor  itideed  any  which  are  not  mentioned  by  Huxham  and 
Fothergill,  to  whom  we  are,.  I  thinic,  indebted  for  the  first  accu- 
rate descriptions  of  this  disease.  The  scarlatina  of  IStO  has 
been  much  less  severe  and  less  fatal  than  that  of  1774  ;.  but  it  has 
been  more  severe  than  the  epidemic  of  179  i,  in  which  nio^t  of 
the  patients  were  subjected  only  to  the  fever  and  eruption,  with 
very  little  or  no  affection  of  the  throat  ^^  insomuch,,  that  it  cor- 
responded much  more  with  the  scarlatina  described  by  Sydenham, 
thah  with  Fothergill's  sore  throat ;  both  of  which,  however,  I 
consider  as  merely  dififbrent  modifications  of  scarlatina  from  the 
same  specific  contagion. 

The  first  cases  I  saw  of  the  scarlatina  anirinosa,  w«re  in  the 
month  of  October ;  but  I  am  informed  by  some  practitioners  that 
they  first  observed  it  in  August.  It  was,  however,  most  preva- 
lent in  November.  In  the  beginning  of  December  the  frecjuen* 
cy  of  it  was  diminished ;  but  it  became  again  more  frequent  to- 
wards the  end  of  December,  and  numbers  were  aj&cted  with  it 
on  the  fst  of  January  18 11. 

I  These  three,  pertussis,  cy  nanche  parotidoea,  and  scarlatina,  were 
the  principal  epidemics  which  prevailed  in  Edinburgh  during  the 
year  1^10.  Besides  thesCi  indeed,  other  contagious  febrile  dis- 
eases were  also  observed.  But  it  could  hanlly  be  said^  that  any 
of  tliem  prevailed  as  an  epidemic,  during  that  period*     Lhave 
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been  informed  bj'  many  practitioners,  that  they  have  seen  a  good 
number  of  cases  of  idiopathic  fever,  of  the  continued  type;  and 
I  have  myself  attended  a  considerable  ndmber  both  in  private 
practice  and  at  the  Royal  Infirmary.  Some  of  these  I  ancribed 
to  contagion ;  but  I  was  disposed  to  attribute  the  greater  part  of 
them  to  other  causes,  particularly  to  unusual  mental  or  bodily 
exertion,  exposure  to  cold,  and  the  like;  Atmost  all  the  cnsea 
that  I  saw  were  under  the  form  which  the  late  Dr  George  For- 
dyce  has  accurately  described  by  the  appellation  of  simple  fever; 
that  is,  without  either  the  inflammatory  symptoms  of  synocha 
on  the  one  haiid,  or  the  putrescent  symptoms  of  typhus  on  tlie 
other  ;  and  very  few  of  them  terminated  fatally. 

On  the  subject  of  the  conthiued  idioparthie  fevers,  which  were 
admitted  into  the  clinical  wards  of  the  Royal  Irffirmary,  between 
the  first  of  May  and  the  first  of  August  18 lO,  a  very  interest-^ 
ing  memoir  has  been  put  into  my  hands  by  our  President  Dr 
James  Home,  who  had  the  care  of  the  clinical  wards  during 
that  periodi  This  memoir  coincides  entirely  with  what  I  had 
jnyself  occasion  to  obberve  respecting  the  genuft  of  the  prevail- 
ing fever.  None  of  them  were  attended  with  petechia,  vibices^ 
hasmorrhnges,  or  other  symptoms  indicating  a  strong  putrescent 
tendency  ;  and  few  of  them  cotild  b6  traced  to  contagion,  most 
of  them  being  attributed  to  other  causes. 

Besides  idiopathic  fevers,  maiQy  practitioner^  have  also  seen 
a  good  many  cases  of  varicella  in  Edinburgh  and  its  environs^ 
But  it  could  not  be  said  to  prevail  as  aik  epidemic  during  any 
part  of  the  year  1810i  It  was  in  general  slight,  and  without 
any  pculiar  appearance. 

Several  cases  of  variola,  from  accidental  contagion,  or  what  is 
commonly  called  natural  small<^pox,  have  occurred  to  practiti- 
oners in  Edinburgh  during  the  year  1810.  Bat  the  cases  of 
this  disease  have  been  by  no  means  numerous  j  and  several  ot 
the  patients  have  been  foreign  sailors,  who  were  attacked  with 
the  disease  at  Leith^  The  deaths  from  variola  during  18  rO  have 
been  by  no  means  so  many  as  in  former  years  i  dnd,  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  only  six  deaths  hare  occurred  trom 
this  disease  during  the  course  of  last  year,  among  those  patients 
who  were  under  the  care  of  regular  practitioners  in  Edinburgh* 
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IX. 

Case  of  severe  Affection  of  the  Stomachy  produced  by  the  External 
Application  of  an  Alcoholic  Solution  of  Muriate  of  Mercury^ 
Communicated  to  Dr  Duncan  jan.  by  Dr  Charles  Ander- 
80N)  fellour  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh. 

T  HAVE  much  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  request,  to  send 
-^  you  an  outline  of  the  case  of  derangement  of  the  stomach, 
produced  \sfij  die  application  of  muriate  of  mercury  to  the  exter- 
nal surface  of  the  body. 

A  gentleman  bad,  for>8ome  tame,  been  much  troubled  with  a 
rheumatic  aifoction  of  the  right  arm,  for  which  he  had  used  ano- 
dyne and  stiinulating  liniments  with  but  little  benefit.  As  he 
still  experienced  much  inconvenience , from  the  pain,  he  was  pre- 
vailed on,  by  the  strong  solicitations  of  a  friend,  to  make  trial  of 
a  nostrum  of  his  own  composition,  which  he  had  frequently  used 
himself  with  much  benefit^  and,  as  a  farthei*  inducement,  assur- 
ed him  that  two  applications  never  failed  to  remove  the  pain.  lii 
compliance  with  the  instructions  given,  his  arm  was  well  rubbed, 
for  the  space  of*  some  minutes,  before  a  fire,  previous  to  going 
to  bed.  At  the  time,  he  felt  some  slight  heat,  which  was  attri- 
buted to  the  friction  and  fire.  In  the  course  of  the  night  he 
'was  attacked  with  violent  pain  of  the  stomach,  accompanied 
with  excessive  sickness  and  retching,  which  were  soon  succeed- 
ed by  frequent  diarrhoea,  attended  with  tenesmus,  and  constant 
desire  to  go  to  stool.  These  symptoms  continued  with  so  much 
severity,  that  when  I  was  called  to  him  abuut  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  he  appeared  in  extreme  danger;  the  vomiting  was 
incessant ;  and  he  was  much  debilitated,  his  pulse  being  very 
quick  and  small.  His  complaints  were  supposed  to  arise  from 
something  acrid  having  been  taken  into  the  stomach:  but,  on 
interrogating  him  as  to  this  circumstance,  it  did  not  appeM'.that 
"he  had  taken  any  thing  that  could  give  rise  to  such  violent  comr 
plaints.  He  then  mentioned  the  embrocation  which  tlie  pneced- 
ing  evening  had  been  applied  to  his  arm,  the  composition  of 
which  was  unknown  to  him.  On  examining  it,  it  smelt  of  new 
rum,  and  Communicated  to  the  tongue  a  peculiarly  pungent  and 
metallic  taste,  resembling  that  of  a  solution  of  muriate  of  mercu- 
ry. By  the  use  of  large  doses  of  opium  in  substance  and  tinc- 
.t^re,  repeated  at  short  intervals,  the  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  were 
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removed  ;  but  the  sickness  continued  durincr  the  whole  day»  and 
prevented  him  from  taking  any  food.  His  arm  was  ^;reatlj 
swollen  from  the  shoukler  to  the  wrist ;  in  many  places  it  wx 
in  a  state  of  high  inflammation ;  and  in  several  parts  covered 
with  numerous  and  eiUensive  veacations  filled  arUh  lyinpb,  outcb 
resembling  the  appearance  that  would  have  been  producsed  bj  s 
large  blister.  On  the  second  day  he  was  much  relieved  {jrom 
the  more  violent  symptoms  that  he  bad  experienced  at  firsts  bat 
complained  of  a  soreness  about  the  fauces  and  ifaouth,  which 
was  supposed  to  arise  from  the  frequent  vomiting.  On  the  fol- 
k)wing  day  he  continued  in  a  state  of  progressive  araendment;  bitf 
complained  more  of  his  mouth,  whioh  oad  a  sauseQus  eopperr 
taste,  and  of  his  teeth  being  loose.  Oo  inspcoting  the  ommA,  it 
was  evident  that  he  was  completely  salivated ;  his  brealli  had  t 
strong  merourial  fetor ;  his  gums  were  red  and  detached  £bocq  the 
ieeth,  jjust  as  happens  when  salivation  is  produced  in  iChe  moie 
common  manner  of  throwing  that  medicine  into  the.conatilutiaD. 
The  pain  and  sweUiog  of  the  arm  were  in  some  d^nae  fdMled, 
though  still  very  troublesome ;  his  stomach  continued  w/Ali  and 
be  was  now  able  to  take  a  poiiion  of  light  food.  In  the  couve 
ef  about  a  week  he  recovered  from  the  efiects  of  the  meisciiry ; 
but  he  had  the  ^mortification  to  find,  that  notwithstauding  this 
severe  reme(l3',  his  rheuncuitic  afiection  had  not  been  renoovcd, 
akhough  the  confident  expectation  of  this,  in  consequence  of 
the  assurances  of  bis  friepd,  was  the  only  consolation  which  «o> 
laced  him  during  his  confinement.  His  wife,  who  had  asaidu* 
ously  rubbed  the  arm  of  her  husband,  was  fortunate  enough  lo 
escape  such  violent  effects  as  he  experienced ;  but  she  was  not 
Utogether  exempted  from  \U>  influence:  The  skin  af  heriiand 
was  much  corrugated,  though  not  risen  into  blisters,  and  bad 
the  appearance^  if  hot  water  had  been  applied  to  it;  audit 
was  sucteeded  by  desquamation  of  the  cutioe. 

Having  witnessed  these  singular  efieets  resulting  from  this 
application,  I  became  anxious  to  know  its  composition ;  and, 
after  some  soficitations,  my  patient  learned  from  his  friend  that 
it  was  composed  of  strong  rum  holding  corrosive  sublimate  in 
solution  ;  a  salt  spoonful  of  which  had  been  dissolved  in  half 
a  pint  (about  5  viii«)  of  the  strongest  rum  he  could  procure.  * 

There  can  be  no*doubt«  that  in  this  instance  the  derangement 
of  the  stomach  had  been  produced  by  the  nietallic  salt  which 
bad  reached  that  organ,  by  absorption  through  ibe  cutaneous 
lymphatics, ' juSt  in   the  same  manner  a^  mercurial  ointment 


*  On  MiBlysii^  it  seem«4.  ^  conuin'in  toludon  «^iit  ^hkty  grains  in  an  ovaot. 
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•enters  the  constitution  when  used  in  friction  as  a  cure  for  sy- 
phiii6« 

This  case  afibrds,  in  my  opinion,  a  confirmation  of  what  has 
been  advanced  by  Dr  Bostook  in  a  preceding  Number  of  the  Ed, 
Journal  (Vol.  V,  p.  1*.),  where  he  narrated  the  result  of  some 
experiments  instituted  to  prove  an  opiniou  delivered  by  him  on 
a  trial  which  had  excited  considerable  attention  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  From  these,  Dr  B.  is  satisfied  that  a  minenii  poison 
may  have  been  taken* into  the  stomach ;  and  by  its  influence  on 
that  organ,  have  produced  death;  although,  on  examination  after- 
wards, the  presence  of  the  substance  may  not  be  ascertained  by 
the  usual  tests.  A  case  in  the  Number  of  the  Journal  for  April 
1811  establishes  the  same  thing.  In  it,  a  young  woman  had 
taken  corrosive  sublimate  vrich  the  intention  of  destrovina  her- 
self;  and  when  the  matter  ejected  by  vomiting,  twelve  hours 
after  taking  the  poison,  as  well  as  the  contents  of  the  stomachy 
were  examined,  no  traces  of  the  poison  could  be  discovered^  (a 
the  case  of  my  patient,  no  trials  were  made  to  ascertain  this 
point;  but  I  think  it  almost  certain,  that  if  they  had,  they  would 
liave  been  equally  ^unsatisfactory.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own 
mind,  that  if  a  larger  quantity  of  the  solution  had  been  rubbed 
on  the>iirni,  or  that  if  it  had  been  either  repeated  or  applied  to  a 
greater  extent  of  surface,  it  would  have  been  followed  by  fatal 
effects.  The  appearance,  and  severity  of  the  symptoms  of  my 
patient,  which  oould  oniy  be  judged  qH  by  seeing  him,  lead  to 
this  inference.  I  cmsider  it  as  asbrding  a  corroboration  of  the 
opinion  already  noticed  by  that,  distinguished  chemist,  whose 
researches  on  tliis  subjeet  deserve  so  well  of  the.  (>roie!>sion,  and 
which  have  thrown  much  light  oU  a  subject  formerly  veiled  m 
great  obscurity. 

Ltith^  25tA  May^  ISIK 
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Lachesis  Lappontca^  or  a  Tour  in  Lapland^  now  Jirst  published 
from  the  Original  Manuscript  Journal  of  the  celebrated  Lin* 
nceits.     By  James  Edward  Smith,  M.  D.  F.  li.  S.  &c.  Pre- 
sident of  the  Linnsean  Society. 

TXThen  we  commenced  our  plan  of  selecting  from  voyages  and 

^'     travels,  and  works  upon  general  subjects,  such  extracts 

,1^  in  any  wa^  promoted  the  advancement  of  our  professions^ 
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Jcnowledee,  we  had  no  idea  that  LinrsDus  himself  should  ooDtii- 
bute  to  the  vakie  of  our  periodical  publication.  We  have  often 
^ad  occasion  to  rejoice  that  the  manuscripts,  herbarium,  and 
library  of  the  illustrious  Swede,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  gentle- 
jnan,  who  has  shown  himself  so  worthy  of  possessing  tfaexc. 
Through  his  zeal  and  devotion  to  the.  study  of  nature,  they  hare 
been  kept  in  a  state  of  unremitting  activity,  instead  of  being  \th 
to  waste  and  moulder  in  the  useless  museum  of  a  foreign  poten* 
fate.  We  doubt  evep  if  the  present  Journal,  notwithstaiiding  the 
value  attached  to  it,  after  it  had  been  permitted  to  be  sold  and 
carried  out  of  the  country,  would  hayc  ever  been  communicated 
to  the  public,  if  unfortunately  the  Kjng  of  Sweden  bad  succeed- 
ed in  his  design  of  inter/cepting  the  Linnaean  collection. 

**  The  h'ographers  of  Linnaeus  have  often  men  tipped  the  Journal 
of  his  Lapland  Tour,  to  which  he  himself  has  frequently  adverted, 
in  various  parts  of  his  voluminous  works,  under  the  title  of  Lockesis 
IjOpponica,  The  publication  of  this  Journal  has  been  anxiously  (de- 
sired ;  and  so  valuable  was  the  manuscript  considered,  that  on  Iiu 
whole  collection  and  library  being  sold,  afYer  the  death  of  hb  son, 
it  was  remarked  that  these  papers  at  least  ought  to  have  been  retaia- 
ed  in  Sweden,  as  a  national  property ;  the  journey  which  they  record 
having  been  undertaken  at  the  public  expense,  and  the  objects  illus- 
trated thereby  being,  necessarily,  more  important  *  to  the  author's 
countrymen  than  to  "hny  other  people.  This  remark,  however,  was 
pot  made  till  loi.g  after  the  manuscript,  with  all  the  treasures  which 
accompanied  it,  had  escaped,  by  land  and  by  sea,  the  pursuit  insti- 
tuted by  the  Swedish  monareh  to  recover  them,  and  had  reached  Erg- 
land  in  safety.  It  became  a  duty  for  their  fortunate  possesaor  to  ren- 
der them  useful.  "     Pref.  p.  vii.  viii. 

In  carrying  this  laudable  design  into  efff^ct,  difficulties  occur- 
red in  decyphering  and  translating  the  original  notes,- which  no- 
thing short  of  the  z^al  of  Dr  Sniitn  could  have  overcome.  But 
we  are  not  only  indebted  t6  the  President  of  the  Linnaean  Society 
for  having  given  us  this  work,  but  also  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  given  it  to  us.  While  the  three  weeks  ramble  of  every 
superficial  traveller  is  now  n>ade  to  assume  the  imposing  and  ex- 
travagant form  p{  imperial  quapto,  the  fcientific  tour  of  the  great 
Linnaeus,  through  an  almost  unknown  country,  is  presented  in 
moderate  but  respectable  octavo.  It  cannot  be  uninteresting  to 
know  LiniifiDus's  preparations  for  such  a  journe}-  5  to  know  how 
much  he  depended  upon  his  own  energies— how  little  he  valued 
adventitious  assistance. 

•  T 

•  •  1  ,  • 

"  Having  beep  appointed  by  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  to 
travel  through  Lapland,*  for  Uie  purpose  of  investigating  the  thre^ 
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kingdoms  of  nature  in  that  country,  I  prepared  my  wearing  apparel 
and  other  necessaries  for  the  journey  as  follows. 

*^  My  clothes  consisted  of  a  light  coat  of  Westgothland  linsey« 

woolsey  cloth  without  folds,  lined  with  red  shalloon,  having  small 

cufit!  and  collar  of  shag  ;  leather  breeches  ;  a  round  wig  ;  a  green 

leather  cap ;  and  a  pair  of  half-boots.     I  carried  a  small  leather  bag, 

half  an  ell  in  length,  but  somewhat  less  in  breadth,  furnished  on 

one  side  with  hooks  and  eyes,  so  that  it  could  be  opened  and  shut 

at  pleasure.     This  bag  contained  one  shirt,  two  pair  of  false  sleeves, 

two  half  shirts,  an  inkstand,  pencase,  microscope,  and  spying-glass, 

a  gauze  cap  to  protect  me  occasionally  from  the  gnats,  a  comb,  my 

journal,  and  a  parcel  of  paper  stitched  together  for  drying  plants, 

both  in  folio,  my  manuscript  Ornithology,  Flora  Uplandica,  and 

Characteres  genericu     I  wore  a  hanger  at  my  side,  and  carried  a 

small  fowling'piece,  as  well  as  an  octangular  stick,  graduated  for  the 

purpose  of  measuring.     My  pocket-book  contained  a  passport  from 

the  Governor  of  Upsal,  and  a  recommendation  from  the  Academy." 

I.  p,  I,  2. 

Linnfeus  proceecled  from  Upsal  northwards,  along  the  west 
side  of  the  Gulf  ot  Bothnia,  till  he  came  toTornea,  at  its  north- 
ern extremity  ;  and  he  returned  along  the  eastern  side  to  Abo, 
from  which  he  crossed  the  Gulf  to  Upsal.  But  from  Umoea, 
Pithoea,  Lulea,  and  Tornea,  he  penetrated  into  various  districts 
of  Lapland  ;  upon  one  occasion  crossing  even  to  the  coast  of  Nor- 
way* As  must  necessarily  occur  in  a  journal,  the  same  obser*- 
vations  are  frequently  repeated,  but  still  that  repetition  is  not 
altogether  without  iu  use,  as  they  refer  to  difRrent  places.  We 
shall  begin  our  extracts  with  what  he  has  said  of  the  diseases  of  the 
people  whom  he  visited,  their  modes  of  cure  and  prejudices. 

When  in  Lycksele  Lapland,  he  says  he  made  some  inquiries 
concerning  the  diseases  of  the  people. 

'•  When,  as  occasionally  happens  in  the  course  of  the  summer, 
they  cannot  procure  fresh  water,  and  are  necessitated  to  drink  the 
warm  sea  water,  they  are  infallibly  tormented  with  griping  pains, 
with  strong  spasms  in  the  region  of  the  stomach,  and  pain  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  accompanied  with  bloody  urine.  This 
is  a  species  of  colic,  and  is  called  ullem.  It  generally  lasts  but  one 
day,  rarely  two.  The  same  thing  happens  if  they  drink  before  they 
have  broke  their  fast  in  a  morning.  "     I.  p.  V26,  7. 

*•  They  are  subject  to  the  ulltnit  or  colic,  of  which  I  have  already 
spoken,  p.  127,  for  which  they  use  soot,  snuff,  salt,  and  other  reme- 
dies. The  pain  sometimes  seizes  them  so  violently,  that  they  crawl 
pn  the  ground  while  it  lasts,  not  being  able  to  stand  or  lie  still. 
They  are  also  afflicted  with  the  asthma,  the  epilepsy,  and  a  swelling 
of  the  uvula.  The  husband  of  a  woman  who  had  the  last- mention- 
ed disorder,  cut  away  a  part  of  the  swelling,  but  it  grew  as  Ufg^ 
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9|rain  in  the  course  of  a  tffvdvemontfa.     fheproUtpsw  uieri  also  sa8» 

tiroes  occurs. 

''  Manf  persons  have  the  pleurisy,  and  others  rhemnatic  com- 
plaints in  the  back,  which  descend  dowa  the  hips  and  legs,  leaTir]; 
.the  part  first  attacked*  These  complaints  happen  in  scMnmer  asvd 
as  in  winter."     I.  p.  186,  7. 

*'  As  to  the  diseaseft  of  these  people,  I  was  informed  here,  d^at 
fevers  are  very  rare  indeed,  and  that  the  sniall*pcx  is  also  of  toy 
unfrequent  occurrence.  Hence,  when  it  does  come,  many  old  peop^ 
with  gity  hairs  fall  a  sacri6ce  to  the  latter  disorder,  which,  how- 
ever, is  not  widely  communicated,  any  more  than  fever,  because  <^ 
the  very  thin  population.  Of  intermittent  fever  I  met  with  onlf 
pne  example,  and  of  calctdus  another.  They  cure  a  (COugh  by  scl- 
phur  laid  on  the  lighted  fungus  i^]\tch  serves  them  as  tinder,  or  on 
the  Hre,  the  smoke  of  which  inhaled  into  the  lungs  is  esteemed  i 
specific  ;  but  it  is  a  very  fallacious  one.  For  the  headach  a  smsll 
bit  of  tlie  aforesaid  fungus  is  laid  on  the  place  where  the  parn  is mosc 
violent,  and  being  set  on  fire,  it  burns  slowly  till  the  part  is  excoriated. 
This  therefore  is  the  moxa  of  the  Laplanders.  In  case  of  a  prclc^ 
sus  uvulce  they  cut  off  the  protuberance  with  a  pair  of  scifisars.  For 
the  colic  or  belly-ach,  they  rub  the  nails  with  salt  ^  besides  whidij 
they  administer  oil  internally.  "     I.  p.  170,  1. 

When  at  Lulea  he  observes, 

*^  The  inhabitants  here  are  frequently  afflicted  with  the  scorry, 
whence  arise  ulcers  of  the  mouth  and  wmh^  ulcerous  sores  and  sweU- 
ing  of  the  feet,  as  well  as  aching  pains  in  the  legs  and  fcett  anddn;^ 
sioal  swellings  of  the  latter. ''    1.  p.  239. 

The  diseases  of  the  Lapland  Alps  he  thus  describes. 

*'  I  was  informed  that  in  this  neighbourhood  the  inoculated  smafl- 
.pox  is  remarkably  fatal.  If  the  patients  have  but  seventy  or  eightf 
pustules,  they  die  of  it  as  of  the  plague.  They  fly  to  the  moun- 
tains, when  infected,  and  die.  The  same  is  the  case  with  the 
measles.  It  appears  that  both  th«ae  diseases  are  aggravated  by  tbe 
violent  cold,  whence  the  patients  die  in  so  miserable  a  manner. 

*'  Swelled  necks  (goitres)  are  frequent. 

**  Sore  eyes  are  universal,  especially  in  the  spring,  when  the  Lap- 
landers rem<  ve  towards  the  Alps.  The  glittering  of  the  snow  has 
then  a  pernicious  effect  on  their  eyes.  Aged  people  are  very  often 
^lind* 

**  Female  obstructions  are  rare,  though  sometimes  met  with  s- 
inong  the  better  sort  of  people ;  neither  are  the  caiamevia  imroode- 
i'ate,  nor  in  common  so  copious  as  with  us.  The  Lapland  womea 
are  ignorant  of  the  leucorrhcea, 

*^  Of  hysterics  I  met  with  but  two  cases.  One  maid* servant, 
twenty- four  years  of  age,  had  the  complaint  about  once  a  year; 
another,  about  thirty^  was  attacked  with  it  monthly  during  the  sum- 
mer. 
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**  Epilepsy  sometimes  occurs.  Headachs  are  frequent;  hence 
the  forehead  is  often  full  of  scars  (from  the  application  of  their 
toule  or  moxa  ;  see  Vol.  I.  p.  274. ) 

**  elderly  pepple  are  often  hard  of  hearing. 

**  The  sleep  of  the  JLaplanders  is  commonly  sound,  and  they  are 
In  the  habit  of  sleeping  or  waking  whenever  they  please.' 

^*  A  swelling  or  falling  down  of  the  uvula  is  not  uncommon,  iti 
vrhich  case  they  frequently  cut  off  the  part  affected. 

**  When  children  are  b-oubled  with  swellings  in  the  glands  about 
die  throat,  the  ui^id  remedy  is  to  prick  the  part,  and  suck  out  the 
bloody  which  is  conedered  as  a  speedy  and  effectual  cure*  If  this 
method  be  not  adopted,  they  sQppose  the  blood  woiild  ris^  to  the 
bead,  and  cause  cutantc>us  eruptions  there^ 

**  Coughs  are  of  very  rare  occurrence,  notwithstauding  the  con- 
atant  practice  of  drii^kiag  snow  and  ice  water,  even  after  swallow- 
ing pare  grease  or  fat,  which  perhaps  miy  prevent  its  bad  conse- 
quences. However  this  may  be,  the  Laplanders  seldom  die  from 
catching  cold.  Cases  of  phthisis  or  consumption  do  indeed  now  and 
then  occur  aipong  ihem  ;  and  pleurisies  are  very  common,  especially 
in  spring  and  autumn.  Lumbago,  or  pain  in  the  back,  is  mostpreva^ 
lent  during  the  summer.  For  this,  as  I  have  alieady  mentioned* 
Vol.  I.  p,  27 1-,  actual  cautery,  by  means  of  their  toule  or  moxa,  is 
often  applied. 

'*  Bleeding  at  the  nose  chiefly  happens  among  those  Lapland  wo« 
men  who  are  in  the  service  of  the  colonists,  and  who,  in  consequence 
of  certain  obstructions,  are  subject  also  to  o&dematous  swellings  of 
the  feet. 

*'  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  instance  of  jaundice. 

*'  Some  elderly  people  are  afflicted  with  asthma  ;  and  hoarseness 
now  and  then  occur  in  the  winter  and  spring. 

**  The  stone  and  gout  are  entirely  unknown  amongst  the  Lap- 
landers. 

*^  dwellings  of  the  lower  extremities  are  uncommon,  as  these  peo« 
pie  are  in  the  habit  of  swathing  their  legs,  which  renders  them  all 
slender  and  well  shaped.  All  dropsical  complaints  indeed  are  very 
rare,  though  I  did  meet  with  one  case  of  this  kind. 

*'  Of  tenesmus  I  happened  to  hear  of  but  a  single  instance,  though 
the  Laplanpers  eat  ko  much  cheese  and  drink  water. 

**  Disorders  in  the  stomach  are  not  uncommon,  which  are  fre- 
quently attended  with  diarrhoea ;  and  in  some  years  this  disease  is 
contagious.''  II.  p.  32*5. 

Concerning  the  ophthalmia  of  the  Laphxnders  he  is  more  mi- 
nute. 

**  All  the  Laplanders  are  usually  blear-eyed ;  so  that  one  wonld 
dunk  the  word  Lappi  (Laplanders)  was  derived  from  lippi  (blear- 
eyed.)  The  causes  of  this  inconvenience  are  various,  but  chieHy 
the  following. 


« i 
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1.  The  sYiarp  winds.  In  the  early  part  of  my  journey,  repeat* 
ed  exj  osure  to  stormy  weather  fendered  my  eyes  sore,  so  that  I  be- 
came unable  to  open  them  wide,  and  was  obliged  to  keep  them  half 
shut.  How  much  more  must  this  be  the  case  with  those  who  dwell 
en  the  Alps,  where  there  u  a  perpetual  wind! 

*'  2.  The  snow,  the  whiteness  of  which,  when  the  sun  shone  upon 
it,  was  yery  troublesome  to  me.  To  this  the  Alpine  LandlaDders 
are  continually  exposed. 

*•  S.  The  f(^s.  This  day  I  found  myself  very  comfortable  in  my 
wa^k  over  the  icy  mountain,  till  the  fog,  mist,  or  cloud,  whichever 
it  might  be  called,  came  about  me,  rendering  the  eyes  of  my  inter- 
preter, as  well  as  my  own,  so  weak  and  relaxed,  that  we  could  not 
open  them  wide  without  an  effort.  Such  must  ofien  be  the  case  witk 
the  Laplanders, 

*'  4.  Smoke.  How  is  it  possible  that  these  people  should  oot  be 
blear-eyed,  when  they  are  so  continually  shut  up  in  their  huts,  where 
the  smoke  has  no  outlet  but  by  the  hole  in  the  roof,  and  consequent* 
ly  fiils  every  body's  eyes  as  it  passes ! 

'*  5.  The  severity  of  the  cold  in  this  country  must  also  contri- 
bute to  the  same  inconvenience.  "  H.  p.  5-7. 

In  LuFean  Lapland  he  notices  some  of  the  remedies  used  in 
tlie  cure  of  diseases. 

"  Their  Moxoy  as  the  Japanese  call  it,  but  which  they  term  Tocf/e, 
is  made  of  a  fine  fungus  found  on  the  birch,  and  always  chosen  from 
the  south  side  of  the  tree.  Of  this  they  apply  a  piece  as  large  as  a 
pea,  upr.n  the  affected  part,  setting  fire  to  it  with  a  twig  of  birch,  and 
letting  it  burn  gradually  away.  This  is  repeated  two  or  three  times. 
Jt  produces  a  sore  that  will  of^en  keep  open  for  six  months  after- 
wards ;  nor  mu:>t  it  be  closed  till  it  heals  spontaneously.  This  reme- 
dy is  used  for  all  aches  and  pains ;  as  the  headach,  toothach,  pleu- 
risy, pain  in  the  stomach,  lumbago,  &c.  I(  is  the  universal  medi- 
cine  of  the  Laplanders,  and  may  be  called  their  little  physician. 

**  Katiie  is  a  kind  of  drawing  or  ripening  planter  made  in  the  fol* 
lowing  manner.  The  fine  loose  scaly  bark  of  birch  is  set  on  fire,  and 
immediately  quenched  in  water.  It  is  then  chewed,  in  the  same 
manner  as  when  wanted  for  cementing  earthen-ware  togetlier,  and  af- 
terwards mixed  with  fresh  turpentine  from  the  spruce  fir;  both  being 
kneaded  togetlier  by  the  hands,  till  the  mass  becomes  a  black  uniform 
piaster.  1  his  has  a  very  emoUient  quality,  and  is  successfully  ap- 
plied to  hard  imposthumes,  &c.  \  which  it  brings  to  maturity  without 
pain  in  a  short  time,  and  promotes  their  discharge."  I.  p.  274,  '275. 

*'  An  ointment  for  burns  is  made  of  fresh  cream  boiled  to  a  thick 
consistence,  with  which  the  sore  is  anointed.  It  removes  the  pain, 
and  admirably  promotes  the  healing  of  the  ulcer. 

'*  For  chilblains,  the  oil  or  fat  which  exudes  from  toasted  reindeer 
pheese,  rubbed  upon  the  part  affected,  is  a  sovereign  cure.  Some 
persons  use  dog's  fat  for  the  same  purpose.  The  latter  is  also  used 
tor  pains  in  the  back^  being  rubbed  in  before  a  fire. 
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The  drug  called  castor  is  one  of  their  great  remedies  for  ever/ 
disease,  and  the  gall  of  the  hear  is  another.  "     I.  p.  276. 

••  The  people  here,  who  dread  their  children  should  he  marked 
with  that  kind  of  spot  called  Eldmarke,  which  resemhles  a  burn,  as 
soon  as  the  umbilical  cord  is  cut,  rub  some  of  its  blood  upon  the  face, 
hands,  and  breasts  of  the  infant,  by  way  of  prevention.  '*  I.  p. 
254. 

**  The  Laplander»  of  Westbothnia  give  their  young  children  the 
unripe  berries  of  this  shrub  (arbutus  uvf^  ursi)  boiled,  by  way  iof  a 
laxative  or  purge.  Ten  or  twelve  are  the  usual  quantity ;  but  the  dose 
Varies  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient.  "     I.  p.  250. 

'^  Lying-in  women  at  this  place  ( Kimi, )  are  accustomed  to  drink 
brandy  seasoned  with  pepper,  partly  ibr  the  sake  of  its  intoxicating 
quality,  by  way  of  a  narcotic,  and  partly  to  bring  on  the  labour  pains. 
The  clergyman's  wife  told  me  an  infallible  meiliod,  as  she  said,  to 
prevent  the  pains  which  often  follow  childbirth.  When  the  woman's 
iirst  child  is  born,  and  the  umbilical  cord  divided»  a  spoonful  of  the 
blood  is  given  her  to  swallow.  Ti)i<}  is  to  be  practised  at  every  suc- 
ceeding labour,  and  I  was  assured  that  each  would  be  rendered  more 
easy,  without  any  Hfler  pains."     IL  p.  liTi  HS. 

But  upon  the  wliole,  the  Laplanders  are  exceedingly  healthyc, 
aad  Linnaeus  has  assigned  what  appeared  to  him  the  reasons : 

1.  '*  The  extreme  purity  of  the  air,  which  seemed  to  give  me  ncir 
fife  as  I  inhaled  it. 

2.  **  The  use  of  food  thoroughly  dressed. 

S.  "  Eating  their  food  cold ;  for  they  alwajrs  let  their  boiled  meat 
cool  before  they  taste  it,  and  do  not  seize  it  with  avidity  as  soon  as  k 
comes  out  of  the  pot.  *  * 

4.  "  The  purky  of  the  water. 

5.  "  Tranquillity  of  mind.  They  have  no  contentions,  neither  are 
they  over  and  above  careful  about  their  affairs,  nor  addicted  to  co- 
vetousness.     Their  lives  are  protracted  to  extreme  old  age. 

6.  "  Their  never  overloading  the  stomach,  while  the  rustic  of  other 
countries  eatsa  till  he  is  ready  ro  burst. 

7-  '*  Deficiency  of  spirituous  liquors.  Of  these  they  rarely  taste^ 
and  only  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  rather  beneficial  than  otherwise 

8.  ''  Their  being  inured  to  cold  from  their  infancy  renders  them 
hardy. 

9.  "  Probably  the  quantity  of  flesh  they  eat  may  prolong  their 
Kves,  as  carnivorous  animals  are  longlived. "     I.  p.  334,  335. 

The  remarkable  agility  of  these  diminutive  people  is  frequently 
noticed  with  envy  by  our  wearied  traveller,  and  he  has  inquired 

*  "  Liniian»*i  expression  is,  *  they  do  not  spring  upon  it  witb  boots  woA 
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into  its  cfiiisc»  at  (rreat  length  ;  but  for  this  we  must  refer  to  the 
work  itself,  Vol.  I.  p.  355.,  as  we  wish  to  extract  what  he  bss 
said  oF  the  diseases  of  their  domestic  animals. 

**  The  following  are  the  disorders  or  inconrfenieikce*  to  which  the 
reindeer  are  subject. 

'^  When  the  frost  is  so  intense  as  to  form  an  impenetrable  crast  on 
the  surface  of  the  snow,  so  that  the  animal  cannot  break  it  with  his 
feet,  to  get  at  the  lichen  on  which  he  feeds,  he  is  fVequendy  nVurti 
to  death.  This  misfortune  is  a^  dreadful  to  the  Laplandetis  as  anj 
public  or  national  calamity  elsewhere  ;  for,  when  his  reindeer  are  kiH- 
ed,  he  must  him^eif  either  starve  to  death,  beg  for  his  liTciihood,  or 
turn  thief. 

'<  The  hoofs  of  the  reindeer  are  not  uncommonly  afected  with  i 
swelling  at  the  edge  where  they  are  attached  to  the  skin,  at  wiiick 
part  they  consequently  become  ulcerated, '  and  are  selciotn  heaM. 
The  creature  thus  grows  lame,  and  cannot  keep  up  with  the  herd. 

**  These  animals  are  sometimes  attacked  with  a  vertigo^  or  giddi- 
ness in  the  head,  which  causes  them  to  run  round  and-  rouod  conti- 
nually. The  people  assured  me,  that  such  of  them  as  mo  aocordii^ 
to  the  course  of  the  sun  may  be  expected  to  get  the  better  of  the  dis* 
order ;  but  those  which  turn  the  contrary  way,  being  supposed  in* 
curable,  are  immediately  killed.  The  recovery  of  the  former  is 
thought  to  be  promoted  by  cutting  their  ears,  so  as  to  cause  a  great 
discharge  of  blood. 

**  The  Kurbmuy  or  ulceration  caused  by  the  gad- fly  (see  Vol.  I.  p^ 
280.),  takes  place  every  spring,  especially  in  the  younger  fawns. 
Such  as  are  brought  forth  in  the  summer  season  are  free  from  thu 
misfortune  the  ensuing  spring,  but  in  the  following  one  many  of  them 
lose  their  lives  by  it.  When  come  to  their  full  size  and  strength,  the 
consequences  are  less  fatal ;  but  no  reindeer  13  entirely  exempt  frooi 
the  attacks  of  this  pernicious  insect.  * 


•  *•  Concerning  the  spots  or  imperfections  in  the  skins  of  reindeer,  it  is  ctrtani 
they  originate  in  the  perforations  made  by  insects,  probably  ft  spevics  of  Tittnu^t 
through  which  those  insects  introduce  their  ejrgs.     When  the  young  ones  aniVfe  it 
maturity,  they  come  forth  by  the  same  paf>sage,  and  tlie  wound  is  dosed  by  a  scir. 
On  tliis  bubject,  lest  any  person  should  be  misled  by  auiiiorlty,  or  by  the  f^-ritin^  *^ 
reports  of  others,    I  shall  quote  the  learned  W(irk  of  Linder  on  Sl^phiiis^  p  H. 
**  Reindeer  in  Lapland  arc  subject  to  the  '•mall-pox,  which  in  Norland  is  tentw*' 
Kormsiuka,  as  1  was  informed  at  Wicksbergcnsbrun  by  Zachai^  Ploitin,  master  rf 
arts.  "     In  this  the  able  wTiter  has  been  totally  misled,  by  a  pervon  usually  esteem* 
ed  no  less  honest  tlian  profoundly  learned.     1  cannot  however  conceive  how  •  znai, 
who  values  himself  upon  such  a  character,  should  willingly  and  deliberately  pR>pa* 
gate  a  falsehood.     He  ought,  on  the  contrary,  rather  to  aim  at  correcting  it     If  tiw 
reindeer  should  even  have  the  small- nox  every  year,  this  supposed  dninse  wffl  pw'V 
on  examination  nothing  else  than  the  sting  of  tlie  Gad-fly  {OeUrus  7*arandi.)    I^ 
any  man  ever  advance  such  an  absurdity  I     Even  the  Laplanders  themselv««  call  tli« 
disease  Kurbma  (which  is  Uie  nairie  of  the  flv  that  actually  ciiuses  it)  **     L  p.  ^2SL\ 
fiSl. 
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**  The  fawns  are  of  a  redcRsh  hue  the  first  season,  <Iunng  which 
they  cut  their  foreteeth.  Intlke  autumn  they  turn  hiackish,  and  have 
fodder  given  them.  They  are  when  young  frequently  affiicted  with 
X  soreness  in  the  mouth,  so  as  to  be  un-.ible  for  a  \^  bile  to  eat. 

"  Reindeer  are  subject  to  a  disease  called  by  tlio  Laplanders  Pek^ 
ie  KaHiaiaf  aoc^ereipftnied  with  uleerati^ns  of  the  flesh,  which  how- 
ereF  often  heal  by  »  sloup^ing  of  rhepart  afFecred.  This  19  an  epi- 
demic disorder.  It  is  believed  that  if  any  of  the  ulcerous  part,  which 
is  cast  off,  be  swallowed  by  the  animal,  in  licking  his  own  coat,  or 
that  of  any  oUier  of  the  herd  labouring  under  thi^  maiady,  it  provea^ 
fatal  by  corroding  the  viscera. 

"  The  dugs  of  the  female  often  become  chapped  or  sore,  so  as  to 
bleed  whenever  they  are  milked.  "     11.  p.  S7 — 40. 

"  Every  body  at  Tornea  was  continually  talking  to  me  of  a  dis^ 
temper  to  whtch  their  horned  cattle  are  subject,  and  which  kills  many 
of  them  in  the  course  of  the  wintier,  but  especially  in  the  spring, 
when  they  lose  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  head  of  cattle  almost  every 
year.  On  winking  to  examine  the  meadow  into  which  they  were  first 
turned  out  to  grass,  I  found  it  a  bog  or  marsh,  where  the  Water 
Hemlock,  Cictrta  aquatica^  (C  Vtrosa,  Sp.  PI.  366.  PL  Lapp.  n.  103* 
Engl,  8ot.tA79.)f  grew  in  abundance,  and  had  evidently  be^n  cropped 
plentifully  by  the  animals  in  feeding.  It  seemed  probiible,  therefore^ 
that  they  eat  it  most  in  the  spring,  wlren  first  turned  into  thi?  pasture  : 
whence  it  proves  so  much  more  extensively  fatal  than  in  summer, 
when  perhaps  Chey  only  pick  up  a  plant  here  and  there.  It  grows  in  all 
the  moist  meadows  which  are  mown  for  hay  ;  consequently  the  cat* 
tie  take  it  likewise  in  their  winter  food,  and  therefore  perish,  more  or 
less,  during  that  time  of  the  year.  We  learn  from  Wepfer*s  expe- 
riments, who  gave  it  to  various  kinds  of  animal  what  violcut  symp« 
toms  it  occasions.  See  his  book.  Nothing  appeared  to  me  so  inte* 
resting,  during  my  visit  to  Tornea,  as  to  examine  into  the  cause  and 
remedy  of  this  evil.  If  my  ideas  be  right,  the  whole  might  be  pre- 
sented by  employing  a  woman  for  a  month  to  eradicate  all  the  Cf- 
euta;  by  which  this  town,  small  as  it  is,  might  save  above  two  hun* 
dred  silver  dollars.  I  was  informed  that  the  cattle  dying  from  this 
cause  become  so  infectious,  that  they  cannot  be  flayed  without  great 
danger.  The  persons  employed  in  that  business  have  their  hands' 
greatly  swelled  by  touching  the  carcase,  and  several  have  lost  their 
lives  in  consequence.  The  plant  in  question,  therefore,  agrees  ii> 
qualities  with  the  Oenanthe,  as  it  does  likwise  in  place  of  growth  and 
outward  appearance,  especially  in  the  pinner  of  its  leaves.  * 


*  *'  A  few  further  remarks  on  the  above  subject,  printed  in  the  Flora  Lappom'ca, 
nay  be  acceptable  to  the  English  reader. 

'*  This  diflcaae  made  no  regular  progress,  nor  was  it  communicated  by  infecdon 
firom  one  animal  to  another.  The  cows  are  driven  altogether  in  the  spring  to  fi*cd 
ia.  a  meadow,  near  the  town  to  the  southwest,  on  the  other  side  of  a  creek  of  the 
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riTer,  in  which  I  was  informed  th«  greatest  mortality  happened.  Tlie  tynptoea 
differ  in  different  ca^cs ;  but  all  the  cattle,  feeding  indiscriminately,  are  seiied  w\^ 
a  swelling  of  the  abdomen,  attended  with  convukicms,  and  die  with  horrid  bdlov* 
ing,  in  the  space  of  a  few  days.  No  person  dares  venture  to  flay  the  recent  csrcaaes, 
it  having  been  found  by  experience  that  not  only  the  hands,  but  even  the  face,  ia 
consequence  €>f  the  warm  steams  from  the  body,  become  inflamed  and  gangreoocs, 
and  that  death  finally  ensued. 

**  I  was  asked  whether  this  disease  was  a  kind  of  plague;  whether  the  iBesdo« 
*n  question  produced  any  Tenomous  spiders ;  or  whether  the  yeUow-eokamd  viler 
'was  poisonous  ? 

'*  That  it  was  no  plague,  appeared  from  its  not  being  contagious,  and  fron  the 
spring  being  its  most  fatal  season.  I  saw  no  spiders  here,  except  what  are  caaam 
throughout  all  Sweden  ;  nor  was  the  yellow  sediment  of  Che  water  any  thing  more 
than  a  common  innocent  ochre  of  iron. 

**  I  had  scarcely  landed  from  the  boat  in  which  I  was  taken  to  this  mesdovr,  thafi 
fhe  Cicuta  presented  itself  before  me,  and  explained  the  cause  of  all  this  destruc* 
lion.  It  is  most  abundant  in  the  meadow  where  the  cattle  are  first  seised  with  tbe 
distemper,  especially  near  the  shore.  The  slightest  observation  teaches  us  Ihst  brtf? 
animals  distinguish,  by  natural  instinct,  such  plants  as  are  wholesome  to  thenai,  (na 
such  as  are  poisonous.  The  cattle  therefore  do  not  eat  this  hemlock  in  summer  or 
autumn ;  whence  few  of  them  perish  at  those  seasons,  and  such  only  as  devour  tae 
herb  in  question  incautiously,  or  from  an  inordinate  appetite.  But  when  tlur  ire 
first  turned  out  in  the  spring,  partly  from  their  eagerness  for  fresh  heihsge,  ^^J 
from  their  long  fasting  and  starvation,  they  seise  with  avidity  whatever  cocnes  «^ 
in  their  reach.  The  herbage  is  then  but  short,  and  insufficient  t^  satisfy  ibein ;  ^ 
bably  also  it  is  in  general  more  succulent,  immersed  under  water,  and  scsrctlT  ^• 
ceptibly  scented ;  so  that  they  are  unable  tb  distinguish  the  wholesome  from  the  per- 
nicious kinds.  I  remarked  every  where  that  the  radical  leaves  only  were  cro^« 
no  others ;  which  confirmed  what  1  have  asserted.  In  a  neighbouring  mesdaw  I 
saw  tliis  same  plant  cut  with  the  hay  for  vrinter  food ;  so  that  it  b  no  wonder  if  i& 
that  stote  some,  even  of  the  more  cautious  cattle,  are  destroyed  by  it. "  /Z.  L^7< 
rd.  %  76. 
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Wl    ■Will   BtaBKMtM 

I. 

d'Husson.  By  James  Moore,  Member  of  (he  Rojal  CoUef^ 
of  durgeetts^  Surgeon  to  the  Second  Regiment  of  Life  Guavds^ 
and  BHrector  of  the  National  Vaccine  EstablishmtiU*  8^0; 
pp.  4f().    /ohasoi^  I^xidocu    19^U« 

XIT^:  look  an  earlj  opportunity  of  noticing  the  pamphlet  of  i>r 
^^  Jones^  in  which  g  French  npstniin^  uader  the  tixte  of 
JSaQ  MedicinAle^  was  first  announced  iQ  this  country^  $S  a  sper 
ciGc  fot  the  p^o^yam  of  gout.  The  medicine*  in  consequence 
of  bein^  a«taptod  t9  a  fCTUtenidiiltf  disease^  and  administered  to 
tnen  ofwealih  and  nink,  soon  became  the  suhjiecl;  of  genjeral 
eonversation  ;  %fid  the  mystecy  wUch  accompanied  it  reiKlere^ 
it  stifl  more  interesting*  The  sum  of  Dr  J.oiic>>'s  knowledge  of 
tKe  medicine,  amounted  only  to  the  ifegiuk  of  a  few  cases  of  aouti 
in  wh«^  it  bad  been  adrolnwt^ed  with  success,  during  the  pa- 
roxysm. For  he  professed  a  total  ignorance  of  its  composition^ 
and  stated  merclv  that  it  wa&  the  discovery  qf  a  French  oiBcevj^ 
of  the  name  of  Husson  ;  that  It  was  7wt  gratiola*  nor  some  o«« 
Uier  Vegetable  substances*  fro>ni  which  it  ha<|  been  supposed  to 
be  ptepared  ;  and  that  he  believed  it  to  be  a  vegotubJe  drug  hi^ 
iherlo,  af  Husson  had  asserted,  unemployed  in  medicine. 

The  fain«  of  rhe  flSbedicine,  however,  rapidly  extended :  for 
tb«t  opprobrium  medicorunu,  the  gouty  pgroitysm^  was  seea  to 
yield  ia  the  course  of  a  tew  hours,  or  ^  the  wost  of  one  our  Iwo 
days*  to  thib  triumphoiit  nodrum*  Kfi>ble«eD  and  pkitnsoplieiis 
coficuvred  in  sotmaifi^  its  praises,  if  xwH  in-  dftnoin^  hoitnpipes 
in  teBtini0v>y  of  the  new  a^iUty  and  fl«^X]feility  di  toe  with  wktcti 
k  had'  endowed  «hem, ;  and  th«  President  of  the  Roya*  S^>ciftyi 
trho  experienced  the  most  e^ttraordinary  delii^erance  frola  hi^ 
ntcfc-enenty,  is  said  to  hare  made  it  almost  bis  pocket-compa-* 
nion.  Then  the  chemists  began  to  ply  their  analytic  art/  to  d*^ 
•    toL;  vir.  3^0.  2«.  '      f  f 
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tect  the  nature  of  its  in^edients ;  but  th^  only  disoorered  tlial 
it  was  not  mineral.  The  regular  practitioners,  guided  by  tlie 
information  of  their  oHactory  and  lingual  organs,  set  about  ad- 
ministering medicines  of  analogous  properties,  and  &ncied  that 
digitalis,  tobacco,  digitalis  lutea,  ana  some  othernarcotic  fdants, 
constituted  the  basis  of  the  magic  water; — while  the  quaos  ^ 
not  lose  so  favouraUe  an  opportunity  of  pabhc  ignorance  and 
curiosity,  and  immediately  advertised  the  genuine  eau  merficj- 
naUf  which  some  pretenaed  to  have  prepared,  after  accorate 
analysis,  and  others  to  have  imported  firom  France  $  but  wiiich 
all  knew  just  as  well  as  the  inventor. 

In  this  bustle  of  wonder  and  inquiry,  without  any  adequate 
success,  Mr  Moore  has  come  forward  with  the  ingenious  little 

£iamphlet  which  lies  before  us,  and,  we  ere  disposed  to  bdieve^ 
as  developed  the  mystery. 

It  must  be  stated,  that  M.  Husson,  like  the  rest  of  the  firater- 
nity  of  nostrum^mongers,  from  whatever  origin  they  spring,  ex- 
iofled  his  remedv  as  a  cure  for  almost  every  malady  that  can  af- 
flict the  human  body,  as  well  as  for  madness  in  dogs,  and  all 
distempers  in  cattle.  Under  this  indiscriminate  reconunenda- 
iion,  it  produced,  as  might  be  anticipated,  considerable  mis- 
chief; for  it  is  obviously  a  medicine  of  active  powers :  and,  in 
consequence,  the  sale  of  it  was  prohibited  at  Paris  by  order  of 
the  police.  Its  fame  spread  over  Germany,  however,  and  reach- 
ed Warsaw,  where  an  acute  physician,  Dr  Wolfe,  detected  its 
becuHar  virtues  in  the  cure  of  gout :  and  the  knowled^  of  this 
fact,  it  apfJears,  was  acquired  by  Dr  Jones,  at  Montpdlier,  and 

J)roducea  the  publication  of  bis  pamphlet  on  his  return  to  Eng* 
and,  where  it  excited  the  bustle  just  described. 

Mr  Moore  began  by  examining  the  sensible  and  operative  pro- 
perties of  the  eau  medicinale^  which,  bv  the  way,  is  sold  in  Dot- 
tles contninipg  two  drachms  each,  the  half  of  which  is  common- 
ly found  sufficient  for  a  dose. 

"  The  first  time  t  opened  otie  of  Husson's  bottles, "  he  says,  "  I 
Iras  struck  with  its  having  a  smell  of  opium ;  and,  when  I  tasted  it,  I 
was  confirmed  in  that  belief.  Several  persons  of  whom  I  made  in- 
quiry, were  also  of  opinion  that  the  eao  medicinale  contained  some 
flavour  of  opium.  When  to  this  was  conjoined  the  fact  of  its  fre- 
quently relieving  very  acute  pain  and  promoting  sleep,  I  was  led  to 
suspect  that  opium  formed  part  of  the  composition  of  the  medicine. 
*^  The  next  point  was  to  find  out  what  other  ingredients  it  con- 
tained ;  for  it  is  evident  that  there  is  at  least  one,  possesmg  quali* 
ties  very  different  from  those  of  opium.  To  detect  this,  I  turned  my 
thoughts  to  the  sensible  operations  of  the  medicine  on  the  human 
body ;  especially  this,  that  in  the  small  dose  of  two  drachms,  it  of- 
ten acts  with  considerable  violence  as  an  emetic  and  purgative,  not- 
withstanding the  opium  which  appears  to  be  in  the  mixture.    The 
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▼egetaUe  productions  which  are  known  to  possess  such  actiye  pow-^ 
ersy  are  few  in  number ;  that  which  suggested  itself  most  fiequently 
to  my  mind,  was  the  root  of  tvhile  hellebore^ ''  &c. 

AVith  some  ingenuity  Mr  Moore,  reflecting  that  Husson  was 
not  a  medical  man,  set  about  analyzing,  not  the  man's  nostruRiy 
but  his  mindf  and  therefore  turned  to  the  books,  which  it  seemed 
probable  that  such  a  person  might  refer  to  for  information.    On 
c^onsulting  the  account  of  the  properties  of  white  hellebore  given 
by  Pliny,  Mr  Moore  found  that  that  ancient  author's  detail  of  the 
diseases  in  which  that  herb  was  beneficial,  as  well  as  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  were  deemed  adverse  to  its  use,  accords,  in 
several  striking  points,  with  the  detail  given  by  Husson  ;  so  aa 
to  render  it  highly  probable  that  he  took  the  hint  of  his  medicine 
from  Pliny.     Among  the  diseases  enumerated  by  both,  are  epi- 
lepsy»  hydrophobia,  gautf  insanity,  &c. ;  and  the  list  concludes^ 
in  Pliny,  with  the  words,  **  Eodem  et /;A/A«Wasis  emendaiur  j  '** 
which  is  thus  translated  in  that  of  Husson,  ^*  Elle  a  la  meme  em- 
pire sur  la  maladie  pediculaire, "     A  singular  coincidence,  most 
assuredly,  and  strongly  corroborating  the  probability  of  Mr 
Moore's  suggestion.     But  when  Mr  More  observes  upon  this 
passage)  *^  Urns  by  copying  Pliny,  he  bestows  upon  the  eau  me* 
dicinale  a  power  of  curing  a  disease  of  which  there  has  hardly 
been  an  authenticated  case,  since  the  death  of  Sylla,"  he  betrays 
a  singular  want  of  information  upon  the  subject  of /bi/j?j/ diseases^ 
of.  which  we  have  seen  a  number  of  instances,  f     Among  other 
prohibitions  against  the  use  of  hellebore,  Pliny  particularly  men- 
tions ulcerations  of  the  chest,  spitting  of  blood,  or  uiy  disease 
in  the  side  or  fauces  $  and  Husson  acKnowledges  that  the  **  eau 
medicinale  n'est  point  propre  aux  pulmoniques.  " 

But  to  proceed  to  the  synthetical  experiment.     Mr  Moore 


•  FUn.  Kat.  Hist  Lib.  XXV,  Cap.  5. 

f  Dr  Willan  has  the  foUowing  obwrvatioii  upon  this  subject :  These  insects 
(▼is.  body-Uce,)  it  is  well  known  are  bred  abundantly  among  tlie  inhabitants  of 
sordid  dwellings,  of  jails,  workhouses,  &c.  and  in  such  places  prey  upon  persona 
of  all  ages  indiscriminately.  But  in  the  prurigo  senilis  they  arise  notwithstanding 
every  attention  to  cleanliness  or  regimen,  and  multiply  so  rapidly^  that  the  patient 
endures  extreme  diiitress  from  their  perpetual  irritation,  *'  &c  "  Many  marvellouf 
stories  are  related  by  Forcstus,  Schcnckius,  and  others,  respecting  lice  bred  under 
tlie  skin,  and  disdiarged  in  swarms  from  abscesses,  strumous  ulcers,  and  vesica- 
tions. The  mode  in  which  pediculi  are  generated  being  now  so  well  ascertained, 
no  credit  can  be  given  to  these  accounts  :  It  is  probable,  however,  the  authors  of 
them  had  mistaken  for  lice  some  other  species  of  insects,  which  are  not  unfrcquently^ 
found  in  putrefactive  sores.  In  the  same  manner  may  lie  explained  the  accounts 
given  by  Aristotle,  Pliny,  Cslius,  and  Josephus,  of  the  deatlis  of  Phereqrdes,  Ak- 
maDon,  Knniusi  Autiochus,  and  Herod.  *'    On  Cutaneous  Diseasos,  P.  I.  p.  9(X 
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mates  his  belief  that  flesb-eating  is  <^  the  devO,'*  (p.  149);  and 
his  object  in  this  publication  seems  to  be,  '*  to  by  before  die 
public  what  shall  constitute  a  strong  presumption  that  aU  dis- 
eases, including  deformity,  are  artificial,  as  much  so  as  anjr  pro- 
duction can  be  artificial ;  that  the  existence  of  poverty  is  our 
choice,  not  our  necessity  i  and  finally,  that  this  heated  and  fii- 
rious  condition  of  things  which  we  see  around  us,  this  infinite 
scene  of  toil  and  contest  without  any  competent  parpose,  is  pro- 
duced by  the  dire  efftrcts  on  the  human  firame  qf  animal  Jbod ! " 
(p.  2  ),  not,  however,  alone,  but  **  co-operating  with  that  ban^ 
habiii  the  use  ofwater^  or  of  something  more  p^nidoas,  to  aUsj 
the  thirst  which  that  ibod  occasions. "  For  thirst  waa  unknown 
in  Paradise.  The  reader  must  not  suppose,  therefore,  thai  the 
return  to  nature  would  consist  in  taking  the  hermit^s  fare ; — 

(«  His  food  the  fruit,  his  drink  the  crystal  weU,-  "— ) 

Far  from  it :  the  liquid  crystal  of  nature  is  rank  poison,  contata- 
ing  *^  the  most  mischievous  qualities,  "  and  is  only  not  pemidoos 
when  it  has  gone  through  the  artificial  process  of  evaporadoo 
through  a  still.  "  Neither  the  holy  well,  nor  the  spring  at  Mal- 
vern, nor  even  the  golden  water  of  the  kin^  of  Persia  could 
serve  as  a  substitute  for  that  which  has  unciergone  distiilattan. 
Without  this  precaution,  vegetable  eaters  will  not  be  exempted 
from  violent  disorders,  brought  on  by  the  use  of  common  water, 
or  of  spirits.  "  (p.  38.)  Such  is  the  return  to  nature  which  is 
here  recommended ! 

But  we  anticipate  our  author's  inferences,  without  roentioning 
thjB  arguments  upon  which  they  rest.  We  shall,  therefore,  give 
a  rapid  sketch  of  these,  for  the  edification  of  the  reader,  inter- 
rupting the  narrative  occasionally  with  a  slight  comment,  and 
premismg  a  request  that  he  will  observe  the  ingenuity  with  whidi 
our  author  bends  any  fable  to  the  support  of  his  hypothesis,  and 
construes  equivocal  testimony  in  his  own  favour. 

From  the  book  of  Genesis,  Mr  Newton  turns  to  the  fable  of 
Prometheus,  which  he  considers  as  *^  another  allusion,  of  great 
antiquity,  to  man's  dereliction  of  his  natural  diet. "  (p.  7.)  Pro* 
metheus,  who  represents  the  human  race^  first  taught  the  use  of 
animal  food  (for  Pliny  says  he  first  slew  an  ox) ;  and  the  story 
of  his  stealing  fire  signifies  only  that  he  was  the  first  cook^  (p.  9.) 
Considering  the  fable  in  this  light,  and  Prometheus  as  the  fii^ 
of  the  progenitors  of  Hannah  Glass,  we  see  the  philosophical 
correctness  of  the  tradition  : 

*^  Post  ignem  atherci  domo 

Subductum,  macies  et  novafehrium 
Tmrii  incubuit  cohors; 

Semotique  priut  tarda  necessitas 
JLetfn  corrijmii  gradum,**    XIoji- 
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lit  a  snmlt  expenst.  We  xanoot  too  «U oiigV  repobate  isbe  «Kar 
rkious  ioipoeition^  which  has  valued  the  mediciQe,  whatever  k 
jimy  he,  atiialf  a  guinea  for  two  tea-spoonfuls,  aud  lately  imposr 
ed  another  duiiii^  upon  that,  upon  sov^  ridiculous  excuse  or  en- 
graving new  stamps.  If  die  importer  will  allow  a  little  iconunon 
fense  to  moderate  his  mtn  sacra  James  f  he  wJU  iounediately  con- 
tent bioiBelf  with  i«ss  enormous  gains.  We  ni^  add,  tliat  the 
virtue  of  helleboi'e  (the  black  hellebore  being  tJae  only  varietjr 
«sed  in  this  x:ountry)  in  alleviating  arthritic  pains«  was  not  ua- 
jcnowa  to  some  of  our  writers  ou  the  materia  medica.  Alston 
quotas  an  observation  of  Quiacy,  who  says,  **  In^out  and  rlieur 
matisn  I  have  known  it  do  wandfr-s. "    Alston,  Mat.  Med»  VoL 

I.     p.  4lS9m 


Tbf  Rdumto  Nature:  or  fa  Defence  of  ^e  Vegetable  Hymens 
Kxnlh  sofne  Account  of  an  Er/jefiment  nuide  during  the  last  three 
orJouryearSi  in  the  AtUhot's  Famdy,  By  John  'Fravk  New^ 
TON,  Esq.  Fart  tJie  First.  8vo.  pp.  160.  Cadell  and 
Davies,  London*  1811. 

vJiHis,  though  n<»t  intended  periiaps  for  a  book  of  entertaln- 
-^   ment,  is  nevertheless  a  very  entertaining  book.-^For  the 
author^  like  an  able  advocate,  ha$^  omitted  i>o  research,  within  the 
circle  of  huniaii  learning,  that  can  assist  in  the  establishment  d£ 
liis  doctrine.     History,  both  sacred  and  profane,  mythology^ 
astxvxiomj,  anatomy,  chemistry,  geology,  philosophy,  and  poetry » 
are  all  laid  under  contribution,  tur  the  laudable  purpose  of  recn- 
lioir  mankind  lo  the  pativs  of  nature  and  **  coxoparative  immor- 
tality, "  which  they  have  deserted  ever  since  the  days  of  Adam. 
For,  bold  as  it  may  appear,  this  writor  begins,  '*  where  it  be^ 
comes  Ks  Cbristiaas  to  carry  our  first  attention, "  in  Paradise ; 
and  had  the  ^*  elegant  story  "  of  the  Garden  of  Kden  been  an  al- 
le^ory  instead  of  an  historical  narration,  he  assures  us,  he  wotdd 
Lave  tliought  it  evident  that  the  trees  of  good  and  evil  represent- 
ed the  two  kinds  of  food,  vegetables  and  animals  $  and  that  the 
fall  of  man  consisted  in  osdog  3esh,  wIioseBiortai  taste  *'  brought 
death  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe :  '*  and  that  hence,  one  of 
Adam's  sons  became  a  shepherd,  (p.  5,  6.)    He  afterwards  inti- 
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tbtft  '<  JUmiwJ  Gaathcmiine  oriied  iiriihlMi«ii  Afi«a*#Mso 

ID  one  of  bis  voy«|;eH.  Tbk  l)r«itiiiv  m  disariliad  «a  ihr^Mi^ 
pletest  sailor  on  board  kk  Jiip.  WWb  Uie  Mkaivtl  tt»<lf)hd 
ID^  a  mttkerH  dimotc,  tbe  po#r  Migo  sidbaniMi  Mid^id^" 
(&<Mn  wbal  f-^-MHHHd  £u»ed  ?  •0b  I  ne^  *^6eili  lM«OMMlA«iftlyMd 
actively  cloii^ ^iiHy  on  deok,  A&d  i«  ^^«kroii<W  "  ^*  '^  ^•c* 
poDgo,  iben,  like  ih«  i«f>akey«»  smi^  pmAahJyt  ^fimi.  hu  ^imemt 
acid  ikaili  (o  die  ttegeRiAl  elimatc. 

But,  proceedinirwitb  bis  analogid^  ||i0iMh#rdc^afla«iJb^glk 
ihe  miseries  aud dWorders  %imAx dmmticmiiomtmlMiikmm  tin— i 
nal  face.  **  Sbeep«  "  fae<observcat  '^-aaffer  an  a  wi|}f  ta  cal  fiarib 
ibe  moat  ordinary  oompasMn.  "  Tbe  wild  ^baap  «o  tJbe  lawia 
tains  of  Kaiatskaika  are  lAi:g^  and  aelifie  as  gaaictj  aod  la^^  ttWat 
aBMi^frigbtful  precipioc^  catryiag  boras  thatwrif^  Atiaa  rawly 
five  to  tUrty  pound*  each.  **  Tbere  iaa  brded  of  ahac|»  id  Afrifls 
wbich  have  tails  w^jghiag  about  fortv  paandc. ''  Aad  Mr  Hew^ 
Ion  lately  saw  a  large  ram  ^(hibiied  ta  PiflradHly»  i» till  a  kmg 
Baa]»e»  on  wbich  mc  bid  in  attondaaoe  **  4«de  ^craai  ihe  i«a»» 
without  any  appareni  ineonvenience,  '*  (^.  fiib)  At  ibe  aigkt  oif 
this  Mr  Keivtop  began  to  reflect  on  the  ^raekies  of  dnmnrliri- 
iioa^  and  ^^kuddered  tft  bis  own  reflections,  T^  thiab  that  pack 
an  aniiual  should  be  loaded  with  bt|  until  k  ftaols  fix-  tvaatb, 
andi  w'kai  ii  falls,  may  he  <aU  tbe  draws  pick  ita  egM  wuis  <uk1 
ibatf  after  robbing  it  of  its  own  wana  dodiingj^  **  ^^  kt^  ^ 
remly  for  th«  knife  in  a  ataie  of  incipiant  rot^  and  ihen  r»Haaa, 
what  a  dully  slugf^ish,  att^irlrlooking  animal  this  is  t-*-4  sbuddcr 
at  the  tkou^it  wliich  forces  itself  on  my  mind.  Tdl  me,  mderi 
is  that  originally  fiohle  -creature  man  manef  or  m  be  less  ^eteno* 
l*ated  Uian  the  inouflun  ?  "  (p.  21.)  Than  ^a  1o  tbe  borse,  **  it  is 
not  uncommon  for  a  firendemim,  "whA  has  tfiwe  or  four  saddle 
Itorses  in  kis  stable,  to  be  unable  on  the  same  day  to  ride  sny^ne 
of  them : "  and  ^*  we  learn  froni  veterinary  writers  tliat  hai'au 
Itre  more  exposed  to  tetanastban  the  human  aafbjeotj  that  i^en* 
matism  is  fre<}uaU  aawin^  then,  and  that  they  aire  not  raw  nr^ 
^wptfrom  goitt,  j^ow  dilferent  this  itosa  iIk  iMirse  in  bk  tamage 
sla4« !  "  fcc.  i^  (p«  20.) 

How  conaistent !  how  cano)usive  1  It  must  ba  siow  perCBCtk 
deer,  according  to  our  author,  that  aniasol  food"  is  the  or^nn  of 
evily  the  forbidden  fruit,  the  source  of  aU  ciitease  and  miaefy^ 
nay  tbe  very  *<  devil, "  since  tbe  same  diseaaes  and  i^y&ical  mis* 
ibrtunes  arc  produced  in  shaap  aod  horses,  which  at«  stuferotf 
circumstances  purely  herbivorous  J  We  ieor  tkat  this  is  a  fHlenmia^ 
ironi  which  even  the  sagacity  of  a  Newton  wiil  be  mMble  to  e> 
^cane.  It  is  obvious  that,  from  the  pneaiises  above  stiaed,  our 
fuiotar  is  now  bound  to  infer,  that  thfire  b  no  ooinpvotti£e  Ibr 
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tiiBii9«*Hdi8t  tlie  nftre  leKaknbn  of  bminflfl  diet  ipiE  Mt«B€!nvpt 
Um  tmm,  this  favbitad  ^wdm^^-kM.  ^at  (he»  like  Aie  dseep  mnd  the 
]Borae,  wiiB  xndy  Sad  h«akk,  Bpimt,  smd^^^oiir,  in  Teturning  to 
tbc^*  fone^tf^te/ir^ "  in  which  he  was  originaiiv  a  ^  nobfe  cv«a«^ 
lure, "  and  M^kfamatOj  (made  and  female)  ^*>equatted,  no  dodbt,  ^ 
fimfumed  tthflt  of  die  Ap«tto  of  fielvideike  jnid  die  Venus  •de  Me- 
Aiois. ''  i(p.  M.) 

tWhi^a,  hoiKrever^  it  iriH  he  affiitmeA  by  our  author,  that  we 
gvfte  e  fitfktdfld  atsteiHeat  of  his  vi^ws,  lor  that  be  lias  ditftinctly 
and,  thai  *'  «regetable  diei»,  without  qoitting  the  use  of  ccfmmon 
w^ter^  ivdiiecher  dmnk  dene,  or  in  tea,  coffee,  beer,  ^.  finll  hj 
no  means  ^iMRUie  hteKhb,"  ^  37.) ;  that  "  there  is  no  truth  m 
l^neatiHr  eddence  than  that  this  diqaid  contains  the  most  m\^ 
chievous  qualities,  npt  unkno>wn  to  some  of  the  radest  trifces, "' 
(p.  Sii.^  aoldlhiat  ha  has  qnoted  die  opinions  of  a  host  of  wrifiers, 
paeta,  idskH^iana,  a.iid  phj  sdoiaos,  aU  of  whom  oonour  In  asopib^t 
iMparnipiou  cfffisoCs  to  water,     (pp.  i^^^^^Qi  inoltisive.) 

Gar  author  has,  indeed,  made  sadi  assertions  a«Hl  quotations ; 

bat  with  the  some  lack  of  conaisDency  and  sound  logic  as  in  >lhe 

feregoiag  case.    i*'ar  ise  aets  out  wkh  affirmiag,  that  man  only 

be|^  to  idriak  whan  he  ttaated  fleah,  ^  to  aUay  the  thkst  which 

th^  food  aocasioas^  "  (p.  SL) — that  then  ^  thirst,  the  necessary 

eonoooutantof  afleshdiet,'enaaed,"  (p«<d.),  and  that  ^  manna- 

tuimlly  is  not  at  afl  a  drinking  «nimaL»  "  (p.  31.)     But,  suUaid 

eama^  tdllMur  effiuitta ;  those  %vbo  iqiiit  this  flesh  diet,  of  couirse 

lose  aril  disposition  ^to  drink,  if  these  aaaertions  be  correct.     But, 

that  they  ore  not  correct,  the  author  hiniset^  Booording  to  his 

eiMtoai,  (uvnishes  abundant  prooC    f^r  etcn  the  af&i^nienrioB* 

ed  berbv^oroBs  antmak  become  thnrsty,  and  die  from  the  ill  ef^ 

fects  of  water,  either  A^ooi  woat  of  a  fpe^  pastnnage,  or  from 

pBaturage  that  is  too  humid  and  sacoalent.    The  atthor  believes 

^  that  tihe  horse  has  no  eeca»oa  to  idritik,  any  raore  than  the 

camd,  when  he  has  fresh  pasturage  $ "  but,  on  the  other  haud^ 

even  in  iCamtikatlca,  whete  the  moan  tain  dieep  are  so  strong  and 

acti^  the  comaoon  sheep  die  of  nft  m  the  plains,  **  tparoeoue 

}'humidit»^  et  l%erbe  trop  abuRdaote  en  sue,  cause  une  espece 

de  phtfanie,  tfoi.  les  fiat  perir  en  pea  de  terns,"  according  to  M* 

D'Auteroebe,  (p*  %S.)    Then,  as  to  the  opinions  so  copiously 

qnafied,  several  of  them  merely  state  the  unpleasant  or  unwhole* 

Bonie  effects  of  water  that  is  brackish^  middtf^  putrid^  or  otherwise 

contaminated  ^  whicl)  appears  to  constitute  no  argument  against 

the  nse  of  the  pwe  and  limpid  spring :  whilst  others  (mark  the 

considtenc^  again!)  tend  to  show  tnat  **  among  the  dements, 

beauty  owes  so  much  to  water  aiome,  that,  if  we  believe  the  In<^ 

dia&s>  it  cannot  thvi^  in  a  countiy  that  has  it  not  in  its  pority. 


458  -^  Mr  Newton V  Rdmn  io  NiOuref  4*^.  .:'Oet 

The  oracle  ftself  attribates  to  the  fymph  of  Arethosa  a  poifci  of 
forming  beauty, "  (p.  37.)  Other  quotations  a^rain  ascribe  to 
bad  water  the  dry  belly-adi  and  the  scurvy,  opinions  loag  since 
exploded.  The  author  has  before  stated,  that  the  Holy  Wefl 
itself  has  no  such  powers  as  this  lymph  of  Arethnsa. 

There  is  one  argument,  of  a  moral  or  metaphysical  character, 
which  evinces  the  abundant  resources  of  Mr  Newton  in  the  field 
of  hypothesis.  <*  At  schools,"  he  remarks,  ^  where  the  point 
of  honour  is  well  sustained,  the  boys  are  not  considerdB  aaaong 
themselves  as  disgraced  by  robbing  an  orchard.  Think  me  not 
jocular,  reader,  when  I  inquire  whether  it  may  not  be.  owing  to 
fi-uit  being  the  natural  food  of  man,  that  this  tneft  is  looked  up- 
on in  a  very  different  light  from  that  of  pillaging  a  fishmooger'f 
or  a  butcher's  stall ! ''  (p.  63,  note.) 

In  shorty  by  one  road  or  other,  the  author  is  determined  to 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  .*'  there  is  a  wofiil  prostraticHi  of 
the  human  intellect, "  and  a  dreadful  corruption  of  the  huizian 
frame.     Hence  the  multitude  of  useful  truths  that  are  ooatem- 
ned,  and  absurdities  that  are  cherished^  even  in  this  nineteenth 
centurv;  when  there  are  persons  who  cannot  grasp  the  concep- 
tion of  the  existence  of  antipodes,  and  ^*  not  one  man  in  five 
could  be  made  to  comprehend  the  first  six  propositions  of  Eodid,'' 
(p.  68.)    Hence  the  many  headlcHig  passions  excited  by  food  aad 
drink,  which  "  stimulate  the  brain  through  the  stomach ; "  and 
hence  the  many  examples  of  fatal  despair  which  have  been  ex- 
hibited to  the  world,  *'  from  no  other  cause  than  that  the  chan- 
nels of  the  secretions  were  clogged  by  the  daily  deglutition  of 
substances  ill  adapted  to  the  human  constituticm, "  (p.  G5J)   Bat 
until  Dr  Lambe's  theory  of  constitutional  diseases  be  corrobo- 
rated by  chemical  analysis  of  the  fluids,  Mr  Newton  admits 
that  it  cannot  be  explained,  ^*  how  man,  in  quitting  the  nntri* 
ment  on  which  alone  nature  has  destined  him  to  enjoy  a  state 
of  perfect  health,  has  debased  his  phvsical,  and  omscquently  his 
moral  and  intellectual  faculties,  to  a  degree  almost  inconceivaUe. 
Real  men,'-  exclaims  our  author,  **  have  never  been  seen  that  we 
are  aware  of;  nor  has  history,  nor  even  poetry,  depictured  them. 
Jt  is  not  man  v^e  have  before  t»,  but  the  wreck  ^'mau^ "  (p.  65.) — 
But  the  time  will  come,  he  prophesies,  **  when  these  thiiuBrs  wifl 
be  ordered  otherwise, "  and  justice  will  be  rendered  to  the  no- 
conquerable  energy  of  Dr  Lambe ;  for  <*  a  more  phiksophic 
spirit  than  his,  all  Europe  does  not  contain. "    Mr  Newton  deems 
it  proper,  however,  to  warn  his  readers  that  they  must  not  ex- 
pect, even  by  this  return  to  nature,  to  get  rid  all  at  once  of  their 
maladies  or  morbid  humours,  which  nave  been  transmitted  to 
them,  we  suppose  from  Adamj  they  must  continue,  he  tells  them, 
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to  suffer  attacks  from  time  to  time,  daring  two  or  three  years, 
vintfl  the  mischief  in  their  frame,  the  matter  of  death^^  as  he  wishes 
to  call  it,  **  has  been  sensibly  diminished,  or  whoUtf  elaborated  from 
their  system. "  But  lest  his  readers  should  apprehend  that,  in  such 
'SL  case,  they  might  prove  immortal,  he  takes  care  to  assure  them 
that  they  still  **  would  die  of  what  nature  appears  to  indicate 
that  all  animals  should  die  of— old  age ;  of  old  age  in  its  strictest  « 
sense;  that  is,  of  a  gradual  and  imperceptible  weakening  of  the 
lx>dily  faculties  in  consent :  in  a  word,  of  something  distinct  from 
disease, "  (p.  69-70.) 

Let  not  the  reader  despair,  however,  of  attaining  this  **  com- 
parative immortality:  '*  for  Mr  Newton  now  prciceeds  to  show, 
*^  that  this  discovery  of  Dr  Lambe's  is  not  a  mere  phantom ;  that 
it  is  not  grounded  on  general  remarks  or  dubious  analogies ;  bat 
that  it  rests  on  the  only  firm  basis  of  philosophical  conclusions, 
4m  experiment^  "  (p.  71.)     Well,  then  ;  now  to  the  experiment. 
Mr  Newton  knows  at  least  twenty-five  persons  who  are  at  this 
time  living  on  the  diet ;  "  but  how  long,  he  does  not  seem  to 
know ;  for  all  that  he  deigns  to  tell  us  is,  that  "  they  have  not 
3^et  relinquished  meat,  fish,  and  common  water,  long  enough  to 
derive  all  ihe  advantages  that  may  be  thence  expected. ''    Never- 
theless this  important  result  has  been  uniform  in  them  all :  **  No 
ill  effects  have  in  any  instance  been  felt  from  the  adoption  of  this  re^ 
gimen  ; "  a  result  which  the  author  thus  triumphantly  announces 
in  italics.     He  then  proceeds  to  state  the  effects  of  this  harmless 
regimen  in  his  own  family,  consisting  of  his  wife,  three  children, 
and  their  nurse,  in  addition  to  himself.     From  his  title-page  we 
inferred,  that  he  did  not  exactly  know  whether  they  had  beeu 
occupied  in  this  experiment "  three  or  four**  years,  (a  singular  want 
of  accuracy  in  a  philosopher,  whose  experiments  are  to  be  the 
foundation  of  an  universal  regeneration  of  the  human  race !) 
- — bat  it  appears  that  the  lesser  number  is  the  true  one,  the 
trial  being  **  now  of  three  years  standing, "  (p.  74.)   The  author 
himself  was  an  habitual  invalid,  labouring  under  some  chronic 
disease ;  and  his  health  has  improved  under  this  temperate  sys- 
tem, as  other  people  have  improved  before,  who  did  not  distil 
their  acjueous  drink.     But  the  benefits,  which  children  derive 
from  the  regimen^  are  so  astonishing,  that  in  future  he  anticipates 
that  every  parent  will  say  to  himself,  *'  why  should  I  any  longer 
be  imprudent  andjooiish  enough  to  have  my  children  sick  ?  "— 
**  All  hail  to  the  resolution,  **  he  exclaims,  **  which  that  sentence 
implies  !  '*  (p.  74.)     And  well  may  he  so  exclaim ;  for  the  little 
ones,  reared  upon  the  produce  of  the  soil  and  of  the  stilly  will 
grow  at  an  extraordinary  rate ; — they  will  scarcely  ever /a//^  and 
jf  they  do,  tbey  will  be  **  infinitely  less  liable  to  break  their  limbs ;  " 
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'-«4beir  *^  objuf^jaloiy fMopeiwitiet "  «AB  cubukie  i«-4h^  v9  •!»» 
-come  robuaty  eraciy  beautiful,  vUb  obeerfid  ditfioiitioQs  wmI 
clear  heads ;  aad  escape  mauy  at  tbe  daugeia  wLiek  dveataa 
Jifr,  (p.  75.) 

There  is  nothing  waati^ff  to  coauplete  4fais  piGtiwey  hut  the 
jM>rtrak8  of  the  author  and  bis  famify,  with  Dr  £Arahe  in  the 
ouidst  ol^  tbeiUt  which  would  doubtlew  affiMd  us  ooiJUr  pvoof 
of  the  robust  limbs,  and  expanded  chesla,  ihe  oounteiiasoea^iow- 
ing  with  health  and  beauty,  aod,  in  short,  every  siguof  a|yK»' 
mation  to  the  perfections  of  **  the  Venus  de  Afsdioia^  and  Am 
j^iollo  of  Belvidere. " 

After  quoting  a  great  number  of  learned  amhorkiai  Qxk  SS^ 
1 13.)a  many  of  which  hare  a  very  knperfect  rebiioQ  to  tw  miy 
ject  in  hand,  Mr  Newton  presents  us  wi^  his  bill  of  fare. 

**  Oar  breakfast  is  composed  of  ^ried  fmki,  whether  rai ^ns»  C^ 
4fr  pluttiSt  with  toasted  bread  or  bracnits,  and  Weak  tea*  wNnrfs 
fnade  of  disttUed  water,  with  a  moderate  portioa  of  milk  in  it.  Tbe 
diildren,  who  do  not  seem  to  Uke  ffae  flavour  «f  tea,  me  vAk  wad 
'Water  instead  of  tt*  When  butter  is  added  to  tbe  toaH,  it  is  in  a 
very  small  quaniity.  The  dinaer  consists  of  potatoes  with  seme 
i>ther  vegetables,  according  as  they  happen  to  be  in  season  ;  JDaot- 
xeni,  a  tart,  or  a  pudding,  widi  as  few  eggs  in  it  as  possible :  to  this 
is  someumes  add^d  a  desert.  Onions,  especially  those  fcom  Per* 
tugal,  may  be  stewed  with  a  litde  walnut  pickle  and  some  other  ve- 
getable ingrcdiexits,  for  which  no  cook  will  be  at  a  loss,  so  as  to  co0- 
stitute  a  sauce  for  all  other  vegetables.  As  to  drinking,  we  are  scarce* 
1y  inclined  on  this  cooling  regimen  to  drink  at  all ;  but  when  it  so 
happens,  we  take  distilled  water^  having  a  still  expressly  for  this  per* 
yose  in  our  back-kitchen. "— p-  1 14. 

We  leave  this  bill  of  fare  without  any  comment,  to  those  wiio 
may  choose  to  ad<«pt  it :  but  we  cannot  refrain  from  animadvert* 
iag  on  the  most  absurd  and  unphilosopfaical  abuse  of  the  reason- 
ing facuki^,  which  our  author  sgain  exhibits^  in  recoimmending 
tlie  iiecesfiity  of  distilling  aU  the  water  we  drink*  The  follow- 
ing extract  from  Hawkesworth's  V^oyjiges,  he  affirms,  shows  that 
even  qtirits  are  not  so  mischievous,  at  least  in  the  same  way^  as 
awimoii  wahr»  **  Every  individual  had  been  sick  (at  Batavia) 
except  the  sail-maker,  an  old  man  between  70  and  80  yean  ef 
age ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable  that  this  old  man,  duriog  our 
^t  ay  at  the  place,  was  constantly  drufJc  every  day. "  Ko w  to  a  per- 
aon  endowed  with  only  an  ordinary  share  of  sagacity^  and  mhosB 
intellects  have  not  been  sublimed  and  clarified  i>y  the  diet^  what 
inierence  could  present  itself  frona  this  statement,  exo^t  that 
^he  old  sail-maker  was  a  man  of  great  vigour  of  constitution,  or 
|bat|  bv  the  incessant  excitement,  kept  up  by  the  alcohol^  he  was 
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•noMe^  fia0  the  t)ia»  to  mdst  tkt  tBfloonoe  of  powerfiti  morbhi 
4moM»f  Or  wbftfe,  6116  a  wiMiii  asMnsption  against  alt  evidencev 
cavU'  kad  anp  oiitt'tx>  suppofe»  that  tfaow  who  did  not  get  druiili 
#9«Ky  day  wene  pcnstiDtectby  the  yxtiar  nathec  than  by  the  mtaqoiifrr 
Vbl*  wlimaiiv  the m^'a beat,  ^ food,  or  any  other  agent  upeiA 
tlM^  Vfrixig  body  ?  la  the  make  logical  way,  he  quotes  Captaiik 
Cook,  «no» tdn  ns.  that,  in  the  isiarm^ of  Eotterdam,  he awseva^ 
Ml*  peOBons.  ivitk  a  aort  of  scvofiiloiu  nkeration  on  the  fiice»  andr 
met  one  man  who  had  lost  his  nose,  and  emitted  a  greali  stendi^ 
aAdv  A  few  pages  afterwoidsy  the  same  navigator  obsenres,  that 
lite  water  wm  brackisA*  Afo  Nawton,.  of:  courae^  deema  this  coaN 
tinnhe  evideaee,.  that  die  bvackish  water  was  the  cause  of  tbeso 
Jifiaases ;  and*  upon  tfaw  aaswnptioD,  naturally  infers  that  wat0r# 
te  ath^piU99t^  a^iiah  nnot  broMdi^  oogbt  ta>  be  dietiUed^  Q,  E.  Dk 

Bq^  to  bebrieff  we  shaU  just'  notice  in  a  ouraory  ww  soma  aC 
the  wondefS'  wiiicb  this  regimen'  perfornia,  and*  the  dwcoveriefil 
l^hich  Mi^  )NewicniL  has  made  in.  the  animal  economy,  in  coase^ 
^ttMce  of  its  a«RGyi  He  has  learned  that,  subseqwnt  kr  thai* 
ikTstituthm  o£  the  ragiaicn,.a^an  the  attadcs  of  disease  **  nx^p^ 
mUwr^  Btdukay; "  and  that  every  yfasen,.  more  mild  thMi-  thaft 
Whiah  pneceded,  evolaes  froaatbe  frante  some  portion  of  the  mat^ 
ier  of  deaths  or  '*  that  deleterious  matter  wbtch  would  ixh  limfl^ 
kritig  on  pmmatore  death/'  (p>  116.)  He  even^deigns  to  in- 
f6tm  us,  but  with  the  modesty  of  aoonjeoture,  what  appeatw.tiw 
Aitn  to  be  the  par ekukr  quaMty  of  this  matter ;  namefy,  ^  Am 
tire  fluid  is  originalfy  of  a  viscous  nature. "  He  does  not,  he^wi^ 
^ver,.  communicate  to  his  readers  the  mode  by  whkh  ihis  mortal 
humour  may  be  made  evident  to  the  senses,  and  subject  to  ex*« 
perimental  scriitiny* 

But  our  author  is  not  to  be  restrained  within  the  range  of  vut* 
gar  experiment;  he  has  obtained,  it  should  seem,  a  sort  of  5e- 
tond  sight f  and  anticipates,  with  an  eye  piercing  into  futurity,  the 
nni/nagined  biasings  which  the  regimen  would  confer  on  the  phy** 
sical  constitution  ot  men.  **  A  few  years  steady  perseverance  inr 
the  use  of  fruits  and  7*at0  vegetables^  unmixed  with  any  other  Kw 
quid  or  substance,  would  bring  the  body  into  a  state  in  which- it 
would  be  incapable  of  tdceiatiofi  f  **  (p.  i27,  note.)  And,  more- 
OTcr^  "  it  will  so  purify  the  Wood,  that  we  shall  not  onfy  enjoy 
better  health,  but  shall  also  be  rendered  ie^s  accessible  to  infectioui 
disorders,  than  if  we  lived  on  the  flesh  of  animals,  **  (p.  1^9.) 
**  Any  man,  descended  from  a  long  line  of  ancestors  who  had 
lived  as  Dr  Lambe  would  have  us  all  live,  could  scarcely  be  Hri- 
ble  to  contagion  of  any  kind. :  his  frame  would  be  an  unfit  recep- 
tacle for  this  artificial  poisoH  !  "  (p.  131.)  Here  the  deli^'htfnf 
prospect  opens  to  the  author,  "  that  the  monster  iSyphilfs,  mih 
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all  its  gor^n  terrors,  may  yet  be  driven  firam  die  eerdi ;  **— 4liat 
Bcourge  of  the  human  race,  which  **  arose  in  all  likdikood  from 
an  exacefbation  of  the  arsenical  state  of  the  fluids,  |Mt)diioed  ^ 
bout  the  year  fifteen  hundred  by  the  heat  of  the  southern  climates 
on  unhealthy  bodies,  which  were  unaocostomed  to  the  ardent 
sunshine  of  South  America  !  "  But  here,  by  the  way,  our  aiH 
thor  makes  another  discovery  by  anticipation ;  for  chemistry  has 
not  yet  taught  us,  that  sunshine  is  capable  of  ooovartiiig  animal 
fluids  into  mineral  poisons  I 

But  ignorance  sees  no  difficulties,  and  pcnetralea,  with  more 
than  eagle  eye,  the  mist  of  obscurities  ana  distances,  which  the 
ordinary  organs  of  vision  are  incapable  of  piercing.  Mr  New- 
ton, affording  a  stnrie  example  of  the  suior  ultra  crgpidatm^  tdb 
us,  **  that  no  mediou  writer  Jkas  ever  attemfted  to  explain  the  canae 
of  any  one  of  the  bng  catalogue  of  disorders  to  which  we  are 
liable.  Hitherto  they  nave  been  regarded  as  of  mysterioos  ori- 
ginal. IJr  Lambe  has  demonstrated  by  experimemt  the  catues  ^aU 
cur  complaifits  $  thereby  efiecting  in  medicine  what  was  long  ago 
accomplished  as  to  certain  phenomena  in  natural  philosophy  "  I ! 
(p.  1S6.)  Well  then,  reader,  attoid  to  the  demonetraiUm^  (for 
Mr  Newton  is  about  to  propound  the  **  whole  secret "),  and  we 
shall  crave  yopr  patience  no  longer.     Videlioet-<- 

<<  The  cfufe  of  our  difordera ,  ^ukatever  it  may  fo,  appears  regularly 
to  dsstrihtde  its  efieds  through  every  nerve  and  every  fibre  of  the  frame; 
and  at>  tliis  or  that  part  happens  to  be  a  little  more  afieded  than  the 
rest,  and  to  become  the  channel  by  which  the  conftitutioa  throws  off 
eomething  fhow  explicit !)  that,  if  not  expelled,  would  occafion  death, 
the  ofteniible  seat  of  the  difeafe  is  thus  determined,  and  we  accordingly 
give  it  a  name.  This  feems  to  be  the  xvhole  secret  of  the  diftinftive  ap- 
pellations  by  which  we  baptize  our  complaints.  *'    p.  138. 

We  are  persuaded  that  this  exposition  is  mere  Lambe  travesties 
and  the  Doctor  must  needs  write  another  book  to  correct  the  er- 
rors of  his  over-zealous  pupil  and  worshipper.     For  it  is  impos- 
sible that  a  physician  can  palm  on  the  world,  as  a  new  discoTe- 
ry^  the  very  dregs  of  the  old  humoral  pathology,  which  was,  un- 
fortunately for  medicine  and  mankind,  the  universal  faith  of  all 
the  tribes  of  medical  practitioners,  for  no  less  than  thirteen  hun- 
dred years.     But  although  Mr  Newton  boldly  insinuates  that  all 
medicine  is  a  cheat  (p.  I'^O),  it  is  obvious  that,  in  this  work,  he 
intends  no  joke.     For  he  vows,  in  his  introduction,  that  he  can- 
not consent  to  be  reasoned  or  ridiculed  out  of  his  JficlingSj  or  to 
believe  all  this  to  be  an  illusion,  which  h^  been  confirmed  to 
him  by  what  he  calls  *'  long-continued  and  reiterated  observa- 
tion." 

Now,  in  our  consideration  of  this  subject,  we  have  urged  no- 
thing in  disparagement  of  the  author's  feelings ;  we  have  not 
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tbe  smallest  doubt  that  he  has  experieoced  aB  the  advantagesy 
which  he  describes,  from  the  dereliction  of  a  stimulating  diet. 
For  we  Icnow,  from  obsenration  and  experience,  that  extreme 
temperance,  both  in  respect  to  solid  fooa  and  to  fermented  and 
0piritttous  b'quors,  is  decidedly  benefidal  in  many  chronic  com- 
plaints \  we  belieye  that  we  are  aU  in  the  habit  of  taking  more 
of  those  things,  than  is  perfectly  wholesome ;  and  we  have  often 
wi^ed  that  we  could  prevail  upon  our  patients  to  abstain  more 
completely  from  both.     We  know,  too,  that  the  sensation  of 
thirst  is  materially  diminished  or  superseded  by  such  abstinence. 
But  we  should  deem  it  the  worst  of  medical  philosophy,  if  we 
were  thence  \i(>  conclude,  that  all  mankind,  under  every  form  of 
health  and  disease,  would  be  benefited  by  such  rigid  abstinence* 
There  are  fully  as  many  cases  on  record  of  remedial  effects,  not 
lees'  complete  and  decisive  than  those  experienced  by  our  author, 
from  the  diata  aquea^  as  it  has  been  calleid  by  Cyrillus  and  otherSt 
when  common  water  was  employed,  as  well  as  irom  drinking  the 
water  of  certain  springs,  as  those  of  Malvern,  Ilkley,  &&     And 
m  the  alleviation  of  cancerous  complaints,  Mr  Pearson  and  o- 
thers  have  successfully  resorted  to  an  aqueous  r^imen,  without 
the  aid  of  a  stUL:  but  farther  experience  has  produced  evidence^ 
not  less  equivocal,  of  the  occasional  mischief  of  such  a  lowering 
system.     In  a  word,  he  must  be  very  ignorant  of  the  history  of 
medicine,  and  of  the  dii&cuity  of  ascertaining  truth  in  that 
science,  who,  finom  five  and  twenty  brief  and  imperfect  triak  of 
any  remedy  or  regimen,  concludes  that  the  same  results  will  ge* 
nerally  or  even  frequently  ensue.   Let  him  look  to  the  history  of 
Peruvian  bark,  digitalis,  electricity,  factitious  airs,  metallic  trac- 
tors, the  Pulvis  antilyssus  of  Mead,  in  short  of  every  expedient 
and  drug  employed  in  medicine,  for  a  confirmation  of  this  fact. 
And  until  chemical  analysis  and  often- repeated  observation  shall 
concur  to  prove  the  deleterious  and  arsenical  properties  of  spring 
water,  we  shall  take  leave  to  rank  that  opinion  with  the  notion 
of  the  arsenic  of  the  circulating  fluids,  engendered  by  suxishine 
<<  about  the  year  fifteen  hundred. "     ^ 

A¥e  shall  conclude  with  noticing  our  author's  opinion  respect* 
ing  the  state  of  human  intellect,  under  the  present  carnivorous 
Bystem.  He  is  persuaded,  with  Mr  Locke,  that  a  large  portion 
of  mankind  is  ^*  on  the  brink  of  insanity ; "  and  he  seems  to  think 
that  in  the  true  healthv  state  of  nature,  there  would  be  no  such 
condition  of  the  inteUect  as  we  term  genius.  For  although  he 
is  **  not  prepared  to  say,  perhaps^  with  Cabanis,  the  French  phy- 
BiciaUy  that  all  genius  is  disease ;  *'  yet,  he  affirms,  *^  there  are 
ina.ny  circumstances  and  indications  which  lead  to  a  suspicion 
that  extraordinary  abilities  of  every  sort  are,  in  the  present  state 


•f  nwnkhirf,  tke  rsswM  qftke  primelpk  of  iifrii%  <*'^miiM^a- 
gaimttke  progress  of  dkeasgd  aeiimK  **  (pi  ltf»}  How  Gv 
irf^ikxiophicat  and  huinottft  n^w  4>l  the  Mdleil«o(Qtl  wwiuit.  of 
may  be  consideMd  m  aflfodJtng  »  speeimat  of. tb«  pn  igimm^  wkkk 
our  audior  has  nuuie,  by  cftit  of  ygjl^ahb  dfety-  toiwaaAi  tke  ■•• 
tural  stftte»  w«  miiftl  leant  Da  oar  taadara  to  dateivdna.  FaB»  ve 
aimt  Goafess)  it  Kae  bcyaad  tka  reaeboCoarteul(i0B»  viueb  an^ 
doabtlKft,  at  preteftt,  tao  much  mtUnf^kA  iiMba  fiapaw^  of  ik 
matter  qfdeuth^ 

.What  k  to  be  the  nrtjoct  of  tha  auMi  patt  of  #«r  aadiWi 
assay,  we  are  howIms^  MbniMid  i  baa  ia  ia  mckihyiaMy  mta> 
tioaad  (p.  67,  aato),  that  dia  A^M  and^/aane*  {mms  wittitcalcf 
Plcrrerty  and  Wav. 

Apfendim  to  a  Froposalfsr  a  funs^manmnofcMing^^  ii»  Stemi  i 
containing  an  account  of  some  case»  0p6nde4  f^  ^^^ter  tkafwuimmr^ 
in  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Sdinbw'gfi.  Vf  Joira  T9c»ffs<9!?, 
M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery  to  tlie  Royal  Colfege  of  l$brgeons, 
aod  Ilegius  Frokmox  of  Military  Surgasy  i(i  tlia  UjcuTessitj 
of  Edinburgh.    Sto.    pp.74.    Ediab^W  UIO. 
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Et9ag  on  somtqftht  Stages  of  tfk  0p^ationqf€9tUingjQriie^tO9£: 
lUuMraied  xoiiA  an  Engraviug.  By  CHAXiiKa  BkjUKWMI  Ta«» 
F.  R.  S.    dvo.    pp.  49.    Londoif,  I#tL 

iDoTii  these  pamphlets  are  composed  by  ittto  of  eAfcalioft  aad 
-'^  ability,  who  have  been  hospital  scrrseorts  for  inaiiy  years: 
tfaby  are  entitled,  therefore,  to  the  threefold  atfentkm  wMch  prai> 
tical  observation,  natural  taken t,  and  acqaifed  ikistraeiioa' jeiotly 
deserve.  Dr  Thomson's  proposal  was  fiilfy  described  is  die 
Fourth  Volame  of  our  Journal ;  and  he  haa  heve  fiubliflhed  cix 
cases  in  which  he  employed  the  instmmefrts  itt  the  opeaiitiou  al 
Kthotomy,  wliich  appeared  to  litm  preferaMe  l«>  trnee  ii» 
mon  use.  Some  incorrect  and  exaggerated  staftemeata 
two  of  the^c  cases  were  circulated  at  Edinbargb,  it  seems,  by 
Mr  John  Bell.  Dr  Thomson,  influenced  by  a  strong  feeBi^<rf 
honour  and  dhty,  has  printed  these  cases  from  the  jounmla  afdsa 
Infirmary,  in  order  that  the  public  should  possess  oorraefiiaiLf 
of  judging  of  the  truth  of  such  statements  ;  be  0Q«q»leteI?  cs* 
looses  the  unfairness  of  them,  and  exe«iipatea  bkiwaif  aad  ths 
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surgical  department  of  the  Infirmary  From  the  obloquy  which 
was  intended  to  be  cast  upon  them.  The  history  is  of  that  de^ 
tailed  circumstantial  kind  which  the  importance  of  the  subject 
required.  It  is  because  we  have  no  such  minute  accounts  of  the 
success  and  failure  of  the  operation,  that  so  much  labour  in 
vain,  so  many  avoidable  difficulties,  so  much  fruitless  expendi- 
ture of  ingenuity,  is  incurred  by  every  new  proposal  for  perform- 
ing lithotomy*  The  experience  of  preceding  operators  has  been 
in  too  great  a  degree  lost  to  our  use ;  and  instead  of  profiting  by 
past  success  or  miscarriages,  surgeons  are  often  obliged,  through 
ignorance  of  their  precise  causes,  to  repeat  the  old  blunders  be- 
fore they  can  detect  them. 

Of  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  Dr  Thomson's  narrative, 
the  only  two  which  arrest  our  particular  notice,  are  the  case  of 
Robert  Walker,  and  the  form  of  the  staff  usc^d  in  the  operations. 
Robert  Walker,  aged  50,  was  cut  by  Dr  Thomson  on  the 
5th  of  July  1808,  in  the  usual  lateral  method,  except  that  after 
the  membraneous  part  of  the  urethra  was  divided,  a  straight  groav* 
ed  stafi^  was  pushed  along  the  groove  of  the  curved  staff  into  the 
bladder.  The  curved  being  withdrawn,  and  the  ctone  felt  with 
the  straight  staff,  the  incision  into  the  bladder  was  made  with  a 
large  scalpel,  conducted  along  the  groove  of  the  staff,  with  its 
edge  turned  upwards  and  outwards.  The  stone  was  then  felt  by 
the  point  of  the  finger  introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  again 
by  the  forceps,  introduced  along  a  blunt  gorget  i  but  oq  en- 
deavouring to,  lay  hold  of  it,  it  appeared  to  recede  before  the 
forceps,  and  could  not  afterwards  be  discovered  with  that  instru- 
ment. The  curved  staff  was*  twice  introduced  through  the  ure- 
thra, and  the  stone  distinctly  felt ;  but  after  repeated  fruitless 
endeavours  to  discx)ver,  and  lay  hold  of  it  with  the  forceps,  the 
patient  appearing  considerably  exhausted,  it  was  deemeil  expe- 
dient to  desist  for  the  present  from  all  further  attempts,  and  to 
put  him  to  bed. 

No  inflammatory  symptoms  came  on  :  the  man  was  tolerably 
easy,  except  when  he  voided  urine,  and  he  described  the  paiu 
as  being  precisely  similar  to  that  which  he  experienced  before  the 
operation.  On  the  fifth  day  after  the  operation,  the  stone  was 
extracted  with  difficulty  by  introducing;  the  forceps  upon  a  blunt 
gorizet  in  the  groove  of  the  curved  staff.  The  stone  had  a  rough 
surtace,  was  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  and  nearly  the  same  in 
breadth.  No  unfuvourable  symptom  occurred,  the  wound  heal- 
ed rapidly,  and  the  patient  was  dismissed  cureil  in  a  month, 

A  writer  so  well  qualified  as  Dr  Thomson  is  to  speak  on  thia 
point  of  practice,  ought  not  to  be  heard  throuj^h  a  commentator: 
we   shall  therefore  quote  his  own  words,  premising  only,  that 
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^e  have  seen  this  practice  followett  in  two  iDstaDoos  io  wUcb 
tbe  stone,  apparently  from  its  small  size*  could  not  be  detected 
by  tbe  forcef)8^  but  passed  through  the  wound  tbe  next  day  vitb 
a  gush  of  urine*  Other  instances  have  come  under  our  nodcc, 
where  we  think  tbe  operation  *^  en  deux  temps "  would  hate 
saved  the  life  of  the  patient. 

**  In  patting  the  patient  to  bed  (says  Dr  T.)  in  the  circmmtsB* 
ces  which  have  been  described^  i  followed  a  rule  which  I  have  fior 
several  years  delivered  to  the  gentlemen  attending  my  surgical  kc- 
tarest  viz; 

*^  That  when  a  stoae  cannot  be  fek,<  after  proper  ineisiou  have 
been  made  into  the  bladderr  and  after  a  careful  eaamtou^n  with 
tbe  fingers,  foreeps,  and  searcher,  we  onght  to  desist  fk-om  the  me 
ef  instruments,  to  put  the  patient  to  bedt  and  to  defer'any  further 
attempts  at  finding  the  stone,  until  after  the  abatement  of  the  fever 
from  the  operation^  f  his  ride  I  was  led  to  suggest  fros»  nsy  obser- 
vation of  the  injurioas  effecu  which  arise  from  the  ftictkm  of  the 
forceps  upon  the  inner  surface  ef  the  bladder  ;•  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  fact  that  smaU  stones,  which  oould  not  be  felt  after  the  most 
diligent  search  at  the  period  of  the  operadoni  have  afterwards  been 
passed  spontaneously  through  the  wound  $  and  likewise  from  tbe  in* 
stances  that  have  been  mentioned  by  practical  authors,  in  which 
stones  remaining  in  the  bladder  have  been  brought  nearer  to  its  neck* 
and  placed  by  nature  in  a  situation  more  favourable  for  extnctiim 
dian  when  the  incisions  were  first  made.  It  was  the  consideration 
of  circumstances  siroibr  to  these,  together  with  the  difficulty  which 
occasionally  occurs  in  finding  the  stone,  which  probably  gave  cise  to 
die  proposal  of  tbe  operation  fbr  the  stone  **  en  dmm  temp  s  "  in  which 
the  incisions  were  to  be  made  at  one  period,  and  the  extraction  of 
the  stone  not  attempted  till  another,  k  fortunately  happens*  bow* 
ever,  that  but  few  cases  require  a  mode  of  operating  so  protmctive, 
and  necessarily  so  dejecting  to  the  mind  of  thepadenu'*^-^.  22,  3. 

Tbe  comparative  advantaffes  and  disadvantages  of  this  mode 
ef  operating,  are  fully  considered  in- die  writings  of  Camper  and 
Descbamps.  What  tbe  oBstacles  were  which  previmted  the  de^ 
tection  and  consequent  extraction  of  the  stone  in  this  case^  it  is 
difficult  to  point  out.  Dr  Thomson  conj/ectures,  that  the  stone 
was  lodged  in  a  lateral  sac  or  pouch  of  the  bladder,  firom  which 
k  projjected  more  or  less  according  to  circumstances;  and  he 
quotes  several  cases  of  sacculated  bladders,  to  satisfy  tbe  minds 
of  those  who. are  disposed  to  be  sccptioal  as  to  the  existence  of 
mch  deviations  from  ordinary  structure,  because  they  nevm" 
ch^MUicd  to  meet  with  ibein. 

There  seems  no  very  good  rcasnn  to  j^ive  a  decided  preference 
to  the  instruments  which  Dr  Thomson  propt^scs  lo  be  u«ed  iir 
dividing  the  neck  of  the  bladder,    lie  cuiplo^ed  lin.*m  with. sue- 
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ress  in  Ave  ctsMi  Mt  of  the  six ;  bot  the  operation  is  rendered 
ndre  »mple»  bv  dispensing  with  the  use  of  the  straight  st))f!'i 
ivd  we  never  observed  iiny  diflBcuIty  in  carrying  the  point  of  the 
cnife  forwards  along  the  groove  of  the  common  curved  staff* 
The  ease  wbieb  terminated  fatally,  was  one  that  offered  the  most 
>roiisfaidg  hdpes  of  success:  the  patient^  a  boy  four  years  old^ 
Ked  on  the  fenrth  day  from  an  attack  of  bilious  fever,  without 
my  symptoms  of  inftammationj  or  irtjdry  from  the  extracticm  of 
:be  stone.  This  Is  a'n  instance  of  the  uncertainty  \tbich  per-^ 
ratfes  our  best^Jirected  efforts,  even  in  the  noble  art  of  chirur- 
H^ery ;  and  it  shows  the  opertition  of  lithotomy  i^  at  all  times  ha- 
^ardods,  and  of  doubtful  ksae. — '*^  Res  est  solliciti  plena  timoris. " 
Mr  Trye  is  an  advocate  for  the  cutting-gorget,  for  so  the  in^ 
^rumeifit,  the  ptostatome^  which  he  recommends,  may  be  called* 
\n  its  favour  he  offers  the  successful  result  of  his  own  practice  in 
he  course  of  twenty-five  years,  having  lost  only  three  cases  out 
>f  more  than  forty  patients^  and  if  the  instrument^  not  the  skill 
>f  the  operator,  uisured  such  success,  no  doubt  Mr  Trye  would 
9e  entitled  io  praise  for  contriving  the  means  for  dividing  the 
Drostatc  with  exactness,  and  for  obviating  the  possibilily  of  miss- 
ng  the  pdssjge  into  the  bladder.  He  does  not  assert  that  the 
nstruments  which  he  uses  are  superior  to  those  of  other  sur- 
geons ;  but  he  recommends  them  because  he  has  operated  with 
.hem  on  more  than  the  last  thirty  patients  succes-^ively,  without 
jmbarrassment  and  without  loss;  The  dangers  and  difficulties 
rf  lithotomy  appeared  to  him  to  arise  ftom  tlie  liability  of  the 
itaff  to  slip  out  of  the  bladder,  just  before  the  entrance  of  the 
rorget  into  the  prostate  gland«  To  guard  against  this  accident, 
le  employs  a  staff  with  the  h'anale  made  quite  straight,  then  the 
;urve,  forming  nearly  the  segment  of  a  circle,  and  tne  end  near- 
y  straight,  forming  a  right  angle  with  the  handle.  The  nex^ 
hing  was  to  simplify  Hawkins's  gorget ;  and  this  is  done  by  a 
t  broad  double-^ged  scalpel,  with  tne  beak  set  rather  to  one 
ide,  not  exactly  in  the  middle,  but  so  placed  that  the  edge 
nakes  an  incision  two  lines  broad  on  the  left  side,  and  rather 
nore  than  half  an  inch  on  the  right  side.  This  is  called  the 
)rostatome.  Mr  Trye  asks,  '*  Is  it  probable  that  the  division 
^f  the  prostate  gland  will  be  done  with  equal  safety  and  equal 
)recision,  if  we  reject  every  instrument  besides  the  scalpel?" 
We  answer.  Yes.  Some  of  the  most  skilful  Kthotoniists  of  the 
)resent  day  use  the  common  knife  only  for  making  all  the  ne- 
cessary incisions  into  the  bladder  ;  and  the  different  shapes  of 
Jutting  instruments  employed  by  different  operators,  serve  to 
how,  that  manual  dexterity  and  anatomical  knowk;d<;e  can  go-» 
em  and  direct  the  motions  of  any  contrivance,  whilst  no  bluiif 
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beak  or  sharp  edge  can  compensate  for  the  want  of  such  ski 
After  all  that  has  tieen  written  on  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  Dr 
Thomson's  repubh'cation  of  the  original  papers  relative  to  Ch^ 
selden's  method  of  operating  contain  most  good  sense  and  pncti* 
eel  instruction  in  a  small  compass.  The  supposed  unproTemeDts 
of  late  years  have  not  fulfilled  the  benevolent  purpose  of  the  in- 
ventors. Difficulties  must  be  encountered  in  performing  so  d^ 
Mcate  an  operation  upon  so  variously  formed  a  part  as  the  pdTi»» 
modified  by  age  and  disease.  We  do  not  agree  with  any  au- 
thors in  the  sort  of  remedy  they  suggest  for  this  very  real  gner* 
ance;  and  we  think  Cheseiden'&'manner  of  cutting  for  the  stoiK) 
is  stdll  the  glory  and  pride  of  English  surgery. 


V. 

The  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Bones  and  Nerves,  with  a  Descrif' 
iion  of  the  Human  Lacteal  Sac  and  Duct^  By  Alexander 
Monro,  M.  D.  late  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Universiij 
of  Edinburgh.     IVith  additional  Notes  and  lUusirations.    By 

'  Jeremiah  KmsY,  M.  D.    pp.  512.    Edinbui^gb,  1810. 

OsTEOLGiA,  or,  an  Anatomical  Description  of  the  Human  Bone$. 
Illustrated  by  Fourteen  Accurate  Engravings^,  designed /or  tke 
Use  of  Students.  Intended  as  an  Accompaniment  to  Inneit 
Description  of  the  Human  Muscles*  With  Plates^  pp.  ^^^ 
London,  1811. 

nHHESE  are  both  editions  of  the  same  work,  although  the  latter 
•^  is  furnished  with  a  title-page  calculated  to  deceive  the  pur* 
chaser  into  a  belief  that  it  is  an  original  work,:  and  ihat^  till  its 
Appearance,  there  was  no  work  upon  the  bones  similar  to  that  oi 
Innes  on  the  Muscles.  Such  impositions  we  have  repeatedly 
met  with  since,  we  commenced  our  critical  career;  and  we  have 
some  doubts  of  our  having  done  our  duty  in  allowing  them  io 
pass  unnoticed.     As  examples,  we  may  notice  two  or  three. 

The  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Physical  Dictionary,  by  PrM^^ 
ris  and  Mr  Kcndrick,  transcribed  whole  articles  from  previous 
compilers,  without  acknowledgement,  unless  where  the  said  conj- 
piler  wrote  in  the  first  person,  when  they  had  the  candour  to  in- 
sert his  name;  thus  giving  him  the  credit  of  originality  for  a  single 
observation^  but  robbing  him  of  what  was  perhaps  his  chief  Qi^ 
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rit, — ^industry  in  research,  and  judgment  in  selection  and  ar- 
ran^^ement.  It  was  probably  from  a  consdousness  of  the  freedom 
vrith  which  they  laid  Edinburgh  authors  under  contribution,  that 
they  chose  to  represent  it  as  the  birthplace  of  their  bulky  work ; 
For  so  little  was  it  a  production  of  this  city,  that  we  know,  and 
t  is  a  curious  fact,  that  no  part  of  it  was  printed  here  except  the 
)lue  covers  of  the  weekly  numbers,  upon  which  **  Mundell  and 
Son,  printers,  Edinburgh, "  was  conspicuously  placed,  with  the 
new  evidently  of  imposmg  the  whole  upon  the  world  as  a  work 
)rinted  in  Edinburgh.  As  might  naturally  enough  be  expected, 
n  the  list  of  teachers  whose  doctrines  they  profess  to  give,  the 
lames  of  those  from  wfaoee  works  they  borrow  most  liberally  are 
orsotten  to  be  inserted. 

I>r  Thornton,  in  his  New  Family  Herbal,  has  displayed  less  art^ 
ft  more  effrcMitery ;  for  this  gentleman  is  not  even  at  the  trouble 
if  altering  the  personal  pronoun,  when  it  occurs  in  any  of  the 
mmerous  and  long  transcriptions  which  constitute  the  chief  part 
>f  his  work;  and  as  these  are  not  distinguished  by  inverted  com- 
nas,  the  original  authors  are  cop  verted,  by  typogragliical  leger- 
le-main^  into  Robert  John  Thornton,  M.  D. ;  thus  representing 
limself  as  making  observations  whicli  never  occurred  to  him  i 
performing  experiments  he  never  instituted,  and  even  writing  in 
periodical  works,  communicauons  he  perhaps  never  read.  As 
)r  Thornton's  hodge-podge  has  nev^r  sold,  and  never  will  sell^ 
L  is  needless  to  point  out  the  crrossness  of  its  blunders ;  but  we 
annot  avoid  reprobating,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  indelicate 
jlsomene$s  of  .the  .dedication,  and  the  mean  artifice  of  repre-^ 
anting  himself  as  familiar  with  a  person  who  never  had  any  in- 
3rcourse  with  him,  with  the  inteution,  most  probably,  o(  im- 
ressing  the  public  with  a  b**lief  that  he  nulhorizjd  the  gross 
lagiarisms  committed  upon  him,  and  even  was  concerned  with 
>r  Thornton  in  his  publication. 

The  Anatomia  ^ritannica,  in  three  volumes  12mo,  which  must 
ot  be  confounded  with  a  work  in  folio,  having  the  same  title, 
ifFers  from  both  of  these  in  the  manoeuvre  by  which  it  attempts 
)  conceal  its  thefts.  Tliesc  at  least  flattered  the  authors,  from 
horn  they  borrowed  without  leave ;  but  this  editor,  iii  his  adver- 
sement,  tries  to  blind  the  ignorant,  by  abusing  and  de|)reciaiin|r 
le  excellent  compendium  of  Mr  Fyfe,  wliich  he  was  dishonest 
lough  to  reprint,  with  no  improvement,  and  scarcely  any  al- 
f  ration, 

Dut  to  return  from  this  digression,  into  which  the  inspectioi^ 
r  the  Osteologia  Britannica  led  us,  we  shail,  iu  proof  of  our 
laractcr  of  it,  insert  the  first  paragraph  which  occurs,  contrai:V* 
1  with  the  same  passage  in  I)r  Kirby'ij  edilUm  of  Monro. 
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Movfto.  Q«C9PMI*. 

**  Oiu  unguik,  or  Ucrimalia,  an  m>        **  The   ocsa  ungiiis,    or   Uicryincli& 
yitinad,  bccauw  tlicir  figure  and  magiu-    TImm  uamei  haiv«  bmen  gm»  Jhinn  •■« 
tilde  are  toaacthing  near  to  tfaoM  of  a    kooca  beomw  fkm  %m  ««4  iwyi 
nail  of  oac*»  Sngor,  aud  because  theCeaft    tude  it  vmettuqc  near  tfa»t  of  |i  n^u  ef 
pass  upon  them  into  the  no!w.  one's  finger,  ana  becaiwe  the  tean  ftm 

*'  'fbeir  external  hurface  ia  coin|Meed  upon  them  InW  Ae  aose  ;  tktjf  me  jh 
of  two  smooch  concaTitifli  snd  •  auddle  melarf  m$  iki  mntr  m4  Jmmpmt  ef  i*f 
Ttdge,'*  See,  p.  94.  erA&c 

**  Their  external  part  is  compoaed  of 
two  hoUow  eaaoolh  euiftoaa  mad  m  aal- 
Ae  ri4|^/*  te  p.  K)9. 

Our  readen  will  obserre  the  ▼ariation  coariOs  in  mgrawummtied 
correction  of  Monro's  language,  and  a  tkort  nmpiajood  lAtttpo* 
lated  repetition  |  bm  we  must  oonfeaa  that  ibere  it  m  alJM  graatcr 
difference  in  the  omission  of  Monro's  notes,  and  of  the  Tahnfale 
surgical  observations  everywhere  interspersed.  For  exaaiple,  in 
regard  to  the  bones  forming  the  subject  of  our  qootarian,  the 
following  paragraph  is  omitted  by  the  manu&ctiirer  of  fibe  Otte* 
ologia,  exc^t  the  wdrds  in  iiaUcs. 

**  These  uvguiforvii  bones  compose  the  smierlor  (niernal  parts  ^  tU 
orbils'f  lodge  a  sliare  of  the  lacrynud  sac  and  dadt  and  cover  ike  edt* 
moid  ceUf.— -Their  situation  aoc^  tender  sobstance  make  a  ragh'  opera* 
tor  in  danger  of  destrojing  a  considerable  share  of  the  organ  of  smell* 
ingy  when  he  is  performing  the  operation  of  die  i$st«tU  lacrTmalis ; 
but  when  these  bones  are  hurt»  the^  cast  off  witboqt  nu|ch  dtficaic]ri 
gnd  consequently  the  wound  is  soon  (i|red|  unleki  die  patient  labovn 
Under  a  general  cacoethes,  or  there  be  a  predisposition  in  the  bones 
|o  caries ;  in  vrhich  case,  a  large  train  of  bad  sjmptopu  follow^  or, 
at  best,  the  cure  proves  tedious. 

'   **  These  bones  are  Jidly  formed  in  a  nero  bom  child*  **  p.  95,  Monro; 
110,  Osteologia. 

Of  the  Osteologia  itself,  it  is  needless  to  say  another  word;  but 
it  would  be  injustice  both  to  its  editor  and  our  readers,  not  to 
quote  the  prc&ce,  which  has  at  least  the  merit  of  being  ahort| 
and  of  being  truly  originaK 

'*  It  will  afford  the  editor  great  satisfaction,  if  this  small  volume 
lihall  in  the  least  tend  to  facilitate  stadenu  in  the  fundamental  branch- 
es of  a  profession,  which  is  far  superior  to  any  other  ;  and  there  is 
not  the  least  doubt,  bat,  with  attention  to  such  eminent  lecturers  as 
are  at  the  hospitals  in  the  metropolis,  they  will  arrive  at  die  utmost 
pinnacle  of  thc;ir  profession,  and  be  an  ornament  to  human  nature. 
The  editor  can  only  Say,  that  he  received  the  knost  material  part  of 
the  rudiments  of  his  profession  in  those  hospitals,  in  a  conspicaoDS 
situation  under  a  most  scientific  surgeon  there ;  and,  although  he 
^vill  not  boast  of  having  made  that  proficiency  he  oughtt  he  trusts 
his  endeavours  will'  always  be  directed,  as  far  as  lies  in  his  posrer,  to 
do  his  utmost  for  th4  profession,  and  to  raise  ir,  if  possible,  m  a 
^igher  pmnacle  of  honour  dian  it  has  at  present  obtained*  '* 
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Our  aaAor  having  reached  the  very  pinnacle  of  pinnacles,  il 
aa  intte  that  we  take  our  leave  of  him. 

Dr  Kirby  ha«  discharged  his  duty  as  the  editor  of  Monro's  ex*- 
eellent  won  very  abiy.  If e  has  carefully  reprintitl  the  original 
nnd  has  added  a  few  useful  notes,  consisting  cbi^y  of  refei^ 
etices-to  hue  authors  9  of  Albinus's  Synonymes  of  the  Muscles,. 
ivhere  th^se  differ  from  those  of  Cowper  and  Douglas  employe 
-ed  in  the  text ;  and  of  the  ^nonymoua  terms  of  Dr  6arclay'« 
'Nomenclature,  when  the  old  terms  seemed  to  tlie  editor  in  the 
lenst  vague  or  ambiguous.  He  has  also  prefixed  a  short  view^ 
and  a  tabular  outline  of  Dr  Barclay's  Nomenclature* 

"We  consider  the  student  of  anatomy  as  under  great  obligations 
to  Dr  Kirby  for  having  enabled  him  to  procure,  in  a  separate 
£>rm,  and  at  a  cheap  rale,  a  truly  classical  osteolc^,  which 
>ought  to  supersede  all  the  dumsy  fiibrications  of  the  day. 


VI. 

A  Series  of  Original  Experiments  on  the  Foot  of  the  Living  Horss^ 
exhibiting  the  changes  j^odncedhy  Shoeing^  and  the  causes  of  the 
apparent  mystery  of  this  Art.  By  Bracy  Clarke,  Veterinary 
SuigeoD,  F.  1«.  JS.  &c.  |n  Two  jPart£^  IWt  L  4to.  Loa- 
don,  1610. 

THE  strength,  the  agility,  nnd  the  tractaUeoess  of  the  horsey  ren- 
der him  the  most  useful  of  animals,  and,  nei^t  to  man  him-> 
self,  the  most  interesting  object  of  attentionj  in  all 'that  respects  die 
best  means  of  obtaining  and  prolonging  jtbe  period  of  bis  seiv 
vices.     When  we  consider  that  seven  mi^ons  of  acres  are  re- 

auired  to  supply  food  for  the  horses  kept  In  Ums  country,  and 
link  of  the  value  of  many  of  tha^e  noble  animals^  we  are  suiw 
prised  that  veterinary  science  should  be  held  so  cheap.  Society 
auffers  an  incredible  loss  in  the  confidence  wbi<^  is  .in  generiu 
rqiosed  in  the  skill  and  experience  of  those  ignorant  and  assum- 
ing smiths,  grooms,  and  jockies  who  disgracefully  monopolize 
the  practice  of  the  heabng  art  in  the  diseases  of  horses.  As  sur- 
gery  began  to  be  improved  when  it  was  rcscused  fironi  the  handa 
of  Uie  stovers,  so  the  veterinary  art,  in  order  to  be  cultivated 
with  success,  must  be  divorced  from  its  alliance  with  the  shovrs. 
The  establishment  of  the  Veterinary  College  has  done  some  good; 
but  tjliere  is  a  prejudice  in  the  country  against  young  men  edu- 
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cated  there,  and  the  emoluments  of  the  practice  amoBf^  fkimen 
particularly,  are  not  sufficient  to  repay  the  expenses  of  edocs- 
tion.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  surgeons  resident  in  the 
country  do  not  employ  their  skill  in  curing  the  diseases  of  horses 
and  cattle.  What  is  there  derogatory  to  professional  dignity  in 
bringing  a  hard-earned  knowledge  of  comparative  anatomy  and 
pathology  into  action  ?  If  village  surgeons  would  apply  then^ 
selves  to  the  treatment  of  wounded  and  diseased  animals,  diey 
would  benefit  the  public  and  themselves :  they  would  be  as  ampqr 
remunerated  for  attendance  on  stock,  as  they  now  are  for  their 
laborious  attendai^ce  on  the  paupers,  servants,  and  children. 

The  author  of  this  dissertation  now  presients  it  as  his  first  ac- 
Icnowledged  essay  on  the  affairs  of  his  profession,  after  more  thsa 
sixteen  years  of  assiduous  labour  and  research.  He  was  induced  to 
publish  it  in  parts,  to  try  its  acceptance  with  the  public,  and  to 
diminish  the  expense  of  printing ;  and  he  proposes  to  bring  for^ 
ward  his  other  ei^ays  in  the  same  plain  and  unostentatious  form. 
We  hope  he  will  meet  with  the  encouragement  which  he  ao  weO 
deserves ;  and  we  think  that  we  shall  be  doing  a  service  to  oor 
readers,  by  making  them  acquainted  with  some  of  the  contenu 
of  this  essay,  and  recommending  the  investigation  of  the  subject 
to  their  notice. 

The  art  of  nailing  iron  to  horses  fi^ct  for  their  defence,  is,  in 
itself,  sufficiently  simple,  Mr  Clarke  remarks ;  but  the  conse- 
quences entailed  by  a  long  continuance  of  this  practice  aflfect  the 
'feet ;  and  persons  finding  defects  in  their  horses*  fP^^E*  ^™ 
causes  which  were  not  at  once  apparent,  have  acquiesced  in  the 
apprehensions  of  the  mysterious  nature  of  shdeing.  The  tender- 
ness in  the  fore*  feet  of  horses,  especially  in  the  saddle  horses, 
has  created  great  embarrassment^  and  has  pvaezled  the  best  in- 
formed veterinary  surgeons  to  explain.  Lafosse,  many  years 
^go  in  France,  after  anatomically  considering  the  structure  and 
functions  of  the  foot,  asserted  that  this  morbid  tenderness  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  elevation  of  the  foot  from  the  ground,  and  the 
xonsequent  removal  of  the  frog  from  pressure,  which  its  situa- 
'tion  $een)ed  to  demand ;  and  to  remove  this  difficulty,  he  strong- 
'ly  ur^ed  the  use  of  the  thin- heeled  shoe.  Mr  Coleman,  the  in- 
genious professor  of  the  Veterinary  Collie,  to  whom  the  science 
has  many  obli|;ations,  maintained  the  same  opinion,  and  support- 
ed it  by  many  original  remarks  in  his  splendid  work  on  the  horse's 
foot.  Experience,  however,  has  shown,  that  this  doctrine  will 
not  account  for  the  disease;  and  notwithstanding  the  strong 
reasons  irged  in  suf^port  of  it,  the  low- heeled  shoe  has  not  been 
much  used  in  France,  or  in  this  country. 
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Mr  Clarke  thinks  that  he  has  ^discovered  a  flagrant  defect  in 
he  principle  on  which  all  the  shoeing  is  at  present  founded ;  and 
[lis  suspicion  of  the  eaMse  of  lameness  was  awakened  by  ot^erv^ 
ng,  that  the  shape  of  thie  horse's  foot  is  materially  altered,  by 
ittaching  iron  to  it,  by  means  of  nails  driven  somewhat  diagonal- 
y  throng  the  lower  portions  of  the  hoof.  He  took  casts  in 
blaster  of  Paris,  from  a  sound  healthy  foot  of  a  young  mare,  per- 
nitted  to  run  wild  and  unshod  till  her  fifth  yeari  and  by  repeats 
ng  those  casts  from  one  period  to  another,  whilst  the  foot  was 
under  the  influence  of  the  shoeing  process,  and  comparing  them 
filth  each  other,  he  became  accurately  acquainted  with  the  chan- 
ges that  took  place,  and  tlie  quantum  of  diminution  of  the  foot 
in  a  given  time.  The  figure  of  the  foot  thus  obtained,  is  well 
represented  in  four  beautiful  plates ;  and  the  parts  of  the  horse's 
foot  are  described  in  a  new  and  jconcisc  manner.  On  comparing 
the  condition  of  the  foot  in  its  natural  state,  with  its  condition  a 
^ear  and  nine  days  after  the  first  application  of  the  shoe,  the 
earned  author  thus  describes  the  nature  ;ind  extent  of  the  changes 
vrought. 

*^  The  elastic  pans  of  the  heels  have  lost  their  swelling,  mnnded 
ind  beautiful  appearance,  by  the  sinking  of  the  cartilages,  and  the 
loss  of  the  elastic  matter  within ;  and  the  surface  they  now  present  is 
m  ugly  flat  slope  towards  the  base  of  tlte  frog.  The  homj  heels 
from  one  to  the  other,  in  the  original  state  of  the  part,  measured 
;omewhat  more  than  four  inches ;  in  the  second  cast  scarcely  three* 
The  foot  measured  across  its  widest  parts,  viz.  at  the  greatest  sweU 
^f  the  quarters,  was  in  the  nriginal  cast  nearly  live  inches  and  a  half  $ 
n  the  second  Cast  it  was  four  inches  and  seven  eighths.  The  actual 
length  of  the  foot,  we  may  remark,  has  not  been  much  changed ; 
which  seems  to  confirm  the  circumstance,  tliat  tlie  cause  operating 
:hese  effects  had  been  lateral  principally,  and  seems  to  evince  its  hav- 
ng  been  the  effect  of  the  nails.  The  frog  had  lost,  through  its  being 
ivasted  and  cut  away  by  the  smiths,  Uie  rounded  swelling  and  pro-* 
jection  we  have  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  cushion  ;  and  its 
lower  surface,  thoU6:h  its  substance  vras  so  much  diminished,  was 
lower  by  near  one  fourth  of  an  inch,  than  the  horny  heels  or  walL 
This  appeared  to  arise  m  part  from  tlie  condensation  of  the  horn  of 
the  heels,  from  the  cons*ant  pressure  of  the  shoe  upon  them,  and  also 
from  the  circumstances  before  explained  on  the  cause  of  this  descent 
3f  the  frog.  The  texture  of  the  frog,  from  an  agreeable  yielding 
md  elasticity,  had  become  hard  and  unyielding  to  any  impression  of 
the  fingers ;  and  its  sides,  which  at  first  were  gently  inclining  or 
sloping  to  the  commissure,  had  become  almost  perpendicular.  The 
ziejft  at  the  base  of  the  frog  bad  become  partly  closed,  forming  a 
rounded  ill-formed  hole,  and  much  deeper  than  the  cleft  of  the  natu- 
cal  foot*     T^c  base  cf  the  frog,  which  was,  in  the  natural  foot^  of  the 
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vidth  of  two  inches  and  a  half,  bad  now  become  hardlf  so  niiidi  » 
two  inches.  The  bars  had  considerably  lost  their  sloping  directkn, 
amd  had  become  more  perpendicular,  and  encroaching  apoa  the  sides 
of  the  frog,  and  consequently  more  disposed  to  compress  it*  The 
sole  appeared  somewhat  more  arched  or  copped  than  formerly;  boi 
the  degree  of  thickening  it  had  undergone,  as  alsoifae  elasticity  it  had 
lost,  could  not  be  accurately  ascertained  in  the  liTing  subject.  Tb«s 
we  see  the  beautiful  and  useful  symmetry  of  nature's  mo«ld«  no  put 
of  which  is  without  its  use,  has  been  cl^inged  by  artificial  restraint  w 
idefomity  and  incompetence. "    Pages  59---60* 

In  the  concluding  part  of  this  dissertation  hidierto  publislied» 
the  autli<Nr  begins  a  more  particpilar  examination  of  the  nature  of 
the  shoe,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  produces  the  eBecta  he  a> 
ccribes  to  its  operation.  The  first  and  most  obvious  evil,  he  con- 
siders its  permanent  application  and  constant  pressure  asainst 
the  bottom  of  the  foot,  with  a  force  altogether  indefinite,  ^fesl 
the  nails  in  the  sides,  being  immoveably  Mocked  in  the  perfora- 
tions of  the  shoe,  create  a  solid  resistance  of  iron  in  this  part,  not 
admitting  the  natural  expansion  of  the  hoof;  and  they  almost, 
though  not  entirely,  prevent  every  movement  of  the  posterior 
parts  and  beds,  by  keeping  the  quarters  fixed.  What  other  ^ 
fects,  in  Mr  Clarke's  opinion,  are  occasioned  by  the  preaoit 
mode  of  shoeing,  we  are  not  yet  made  acquainted  witb»  aa  the 
dissertation  terminates  rather  too  abruptly,  at  the  commenoeoicnt 
of  this  inquiry.  However,  our  readers  will  have  afaready  seen, 
that  he  attributes  the  contraction  of  the  horse's  foet,  and  aD  the 
train  of  terrible  consequences,  to  the  derangement  of  parts,  pn^ 
duccd  by  the  iron  shoe  and  nails.  These  cases  are  sometimes 
said  to  he  caused  by  standing  in  the  stable  $  but  Mr  Clarke  pro* 
mises  to  set  that  matter  in  a  clear  light,  and  to  prove  that  the 
stable,  however  inimical  to  the  feet  it  may  be,  is  wnollv  incapable 
of  producing  such  powerful  efiects.  Tnis  can  be  shown  most 
convincingly  in  two  ways:  first,  by  shoeing  and  turning  the  horse 
to  grass,  when  die  ^ame  efiects  will  ensue ;  and  secondly^  bjr 
keeping  a  jbor^  unshod  in  the  stable,  which  our  author  has  for 
years  doncy  when  po  efiects  of  this  kind  have  taken  place.  Th^ 
ivorst  cases  of  contraction  are  with  stage-horses,  that  have  little 
standing  in  the  stable. 

We  cannot  go  far  into  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  because 
we  want  tlie  second  part  of  our  author's  arguments  and  ilhi8tr»> 
tions ;  but  let  us  take  a  slight  view  of  the  principal  points  of  bis 
theory,  and  ask,  whether  his  inference  be  not  too  strong  to  be 
warranted  by  the  result  of  experiments  made  upon  a  single  case? 
Is  that  broad  foot  of  the  mare,  the  subiect  of  these  experiments, 
ip  be  considered  as  the  standard  by  which  all  horses  feet  are  t^ 
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measured  ?  There  is  a  considerable  variety  in  the  natural  size 
of  horses'  fore-feet ;  and  those  whifih  have  large  feet,  are  general- 
ly considered  not  to  go  so  well  as  others.    If  contraction  of  the 
leetf  and  consequent  stunbling  and  lameness,  were  invariablv 
produced  by  iron  shoes,  every  norse  would  probably  become  a^ 
€ected  is  that  manner  as  he  grows  old,  whereas  horses  are  mosi 
liable  to  become  groggy,  as  il  is  tecbni(ally  called,  or  to  have  con« 
t9r9i0Ud  and  tender  ibrc-ieet,  between  the  age  of  four  and  five 
years.    Another  objection  strito  us.  We  observe  the  contraction 
takes  place  in  the  upper  part  of  the  foot,  not  ai  the  part  when^ 
t.he  pressure  of  the  iron  and  nails  is  applied.    And  we  are  desir* 
ous  that  Mr  Clarke  should  explain,  how  it  happens  that  the  fore- 
leet  only  are  affected,  not  the  bind ;  and  sometimes  only  one  foot 
l>efoi'e,  is  Gontractea,  while  the  rest  remain  in  the  same  unaltered 
etate  for  many  years.    These  apparent  difficulties  will  perhaps 
be  answered  in  the  concluding  part  of  this  valuable  work,  which 
yve  shall  expect  with  some  impatient  curiosity ;  the  table  of  con- . 
tents  having  raised  our  hopes  of  finding  some  practical  method 
of  diminishing  the  evils  already  pointed  out,  and  likewise  some 
learned  researches  respecting  the  veterinary  art  among  the  Greek 
aod  Roman  writers. 

The  following  quotation  will  show  the  author's  talent  for  ob* 
aervatioo  and  discernmenti 

^  The  horce,  we  may  remerlr,  like  other  large  animals,  is  stow  ia 
acquiring  maturity;  and,  like  them,  is  not  very  short  lived.  Seine 
celebrated  writers  have  considered  the  natural  period  of  his  life  about 
fifty  years.  This  was  before  the  art  of  shoeing  commenced,  and  may 
not  be  far  from  the  uuth  in  those  times.  If  we  were  to  give  an  opi- 
nion on  this  maCtsr,  we  shoald  state  it  as  our  belief,  that  he  acquires 
his  stature  or  height  at  about  five  years,  but  obtsuns  his- full  bulk  and 
strength  about  the  eighth  year ;  aad  this  period,  as  in  mo&t  other  a* 
2iimab,  if  multiplied  by  four,  will  give  somewhere  about  the  period 
of  his  natural  life ;  which,  without  any  desire  of  unnaturally  eitend^ 
iag,  would  be  from  thirty- two  to  forty:  and  at  the  former  age,  we 
hare  seen  (setting  aside  the  state  of  his  feet),  horses  capable  of  a 
gi«at  deal  of  service.  But  what  we  wish  to  remark,  is,  that  frequent 
^sits  to  the  slaughter-house,  a  useful  school,  but  not  much  frequent- 
«d,  have  led  us  to  observe  and  conclude,  that  six  arrive  there  before 
io  one  after  the  fourteenth  year !  "    Page  6^» 
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keport  from  tjie  Vaccine  Establishment^  1811,  fdUo.  Ordered  bg 
the  House  of  Commitms  to  be  printed^  llth  May  181 1. 

Papers  relating  to  Vaccination  in  DuhUn^  ./^<'-  Ordered  £y  tie 
House  of  Commcns  ib  beprtnted^  14M  June  1811. 

The  CmxhPox  Chronicle^  or  Medical  Reporterj  No.  4,  JbUo* 
London.    Ryan.     1  si  June  1811. 

Report  of  the  National  Vaccine  Establishment.  Svo.  |^  SO. 
London,  1811. 

A  Serious  Address  to  the  Public  on  the  Practice  of  Vaccination ; 
in  xchich  the  tat^ failure  of  that  Operation  in  the  Family  of  Earl 
Grosvenor  is  particularij/  adverted  to.  8vo.  pp.  20.  Lon- 
dpn,  1811. 

Oo  long  as  the  yaccine  contest  continues,  it  continaea  to  be  oor 
^  duty  to  notice  it  from  time  to  time.  Upon  the  genersi 
questions  connected  with  it,  we  have  already  delivered  our  opi- 
nion very  fully,  and  we  have  since  had  no  reason  to  alter  it.  We 
have  seen  cases  of  failures,  or  of  reputed  failures  \  and  we  most 
confess  ourseWes  to  be  so  obstinate  and  so  prgudiced  that  they 
have  made  no  impression  on  pur  minds.  If  vaccination  be  a  per- 
fect prevention  ol  small- pox  in  a  very  great  majority  of  cases,  as 
it  must  be  allowed  to  be,  rare  apparent  exceptions  do  not.  mi- 
litate against  tlie  utility  of  the  practice,  but  should  only  excite 
our  efforts  to  detect  the  causes  to  which  the  anomaly  is  owin^ 
whether  these  be  pepuKarlty  of  constitution,  adventitious  cireum* 
stances,  or  error  in  the  management;  and  to  anticipate  and  ob- 
viate these  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power.  Nor  do  we  think  that  the 
difTicultv  of  accounting  for  these  anomalous  occurrences,  or  the 
being  obliged  to  retract,  in  consequence  of  increased  experience^ 
any  explanation  formerly  attempted,  constitutes  a  fair  charae  of 
inconsistency  and  insincerity  on  the  part  of  the  vaccinists.  Thej 
are  satisfied  in  their  own  minds  of  the  general  truth  of  their  own 
opinion,  and  they  are  equally  satisfied  that  these  deviations  must 
admit  of  a  sound  explanation.  The  best  which  occurs  to  them 
they  offer,  sometimes  too  hastily;,  and  whether  they  doubt  its  suf- 
ficiency at  the  time,  or  are  only  afterwards  reluctantly  compelted  Co 
acknowledge  that  it  is  untenable,  still  their  errors,  and  their  being 
unable  to  discover,  what  perhaps  it  is  not  given  to  man  to 
know,  aflbct  not  the  general  truth. 

We  now  proceed  to  notice  the  documents  before  U5^  and  the 
Report  from  the  Vaccine  Est«blishment  claims  the  precetlente. 
The  general  statements  and  opinicms  we  shall  pass  over,  as  Wv^ 
have  repeatedly  published  them  ;  and  extract  only  the  foBowiiy 
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>aragraphs,  as  they  cofitain  impbrtant  facts,  which  are  of  thenn' 
selves  conclusive  with  regard  to  thi6  general  question. 

^   They  have  great  fatisfadiion  \n  being  able  to  A  ate  t!ie  favourable 

-«fult  of  vacciAat'iohy  in  th'e  Royal  Military  Afylum  for  the  children  of 

foldiers  ;  and  in  the  Foundling  Mofpital.     At  the  edablifhment  of  the 

farmer  of  thefe  charities,  in  the  year  1 8o3»  vaccination  was  introduced^ 

t>y  order  of  Government ;  and  it  continues  to  be  pra^ifed  at  the  prefent 

^ime.     During  the  whole  of  this  period,  this  inditution,  which  contains 

more  than  eleven  hundred  children,  has  loft  but  one  of  them  by  fmaiU 

poxy  and  that  individual  had  not  been  vaccihated,  in  confequence  of  hav-' 

ang  been  declared  by  the  mother  to  have  pafTed  through  the  fmalKpns^ 

in  infancy.     In  the  lattef  inftitution,  nd  death  has  occurred  by  fmalU 

poXy  fince  the  introduftion  of  vaccination  in  the  year  1 80 1  ;  from  which' 

period,  every  child  has  been  vaccinated  on  its  admifiion  to  the  chanty  ; 

and  in  no  inflance  has  the  preventive  power  of  vaccination  been  difcre- 

dtted,  although  many  of  the  children  have  been  repeatedly  inoculated 

'With  the  matter  of  fmaU-pox,  and  been  fubmltted  to  the  influence  of  its 

contaj^ion. 

«<  They  have  alfo  the  fatisfafkion  of  being  able  to  ftate»  that  (imilar 
Liccefs  has  attended  the  praftice  of  vaccination  at  the  Lying-in-Chanty 
of  Mancheder,  where,  in  the  fpace  of  nine  years,  more  than  nine  thoufand 
perfons  have  been  effe^ually  vaccinated  $  and  that  by  a  report  received 
from  Glafgow,  it  appears,  that  of  fifteen  thoufand  five  hundrr>d  perfons 
who  have  undergone  vaccine  inoculation  in  that  city,  during  the  laft  ten 
years,  no  individual  has  been  known  to  have  been  fabfequently  aSefked 
with  fmall-pox.  *' 

The  last  report  from  Dublin  is  equally  satisfactory. 

*'  The  Dire^rs  of  this  Inftitution  have  nothing  material  to  add  to, 
or  fubtra6t  from,  their  report  of  1809^  The  addition  oijbur  thousand 
cafes  during  the  year  18 10,  tends  only  to  confirm  their  belief  in  the  ef- 
ficacy, fafety,  and  policy,-  of  purfuing  Vaccine  Inoculation* 

**  Some  alarming  accounts  of  the  failure  of  vaccination  in  the  vicinity 
of  Dublin,  were  propagated  during  the  laf^  year.  On  a  careful  invefti- 
gation,  they  were  found  to  have  originated  from  falf^hood;  and  ultimate- 
ly tended,  after  numerous  trials,  to  confirm  the  fecurity  afforded  by  vac- 
cination. 

«*  In  the  taft  report,  three  cafes  were  recorded,  in  which  the  vaccine 
infedion  focmed  fairly  on  the  arm,  and  appeared  to  go  regularly  through 
its  feveral  ilages,  though  the  patients  were  not  conftitutionally  affe^^ed. 
During  the  year  1810,  one  failure  only  of  this  kind  has  occurred  :  there 
appears  no  good  reafon  for  fuppoiingf  that  contingencies  of  this  nature 
will  be  more  frequent  in  vaccine,  than  they  have  h<een  in  variolous  ino* 
culation. 

"  The  tefl  proposed  by  Mr  Bryce,  and  recommended  in  the  report  of 
kft  year,  has  been  pra6tifed  extcnfively  by  the  Directors.  In  a  larpe 
proportion  of  cafes,  it  has  afforded  very  fatisfaftory  evidence  of  conUilu- 
tional  affe^ion :  it  can  hardly  be  neccfTary,  therefore,  to  recommend  to 
further  notice,  a  pradice  calculated  to  obviate  the  principal  objeiEiion  to 
'•j^'cine  inoculation.     Infection  for  the  fecood  inoculation^  vV;  '.  (k;;uU 
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be  pcriormed  on  the  oppofile  arm,  may  be  always  ccmpeBieotlf  dbuisMi 
on  the  fifth  or  fixth  day^  from  the  Telicle  produced  by  the  firft  lofeitioa 
of  virus. 

*'  llie  regifter  does  not  afford  » ik^gle  iaftance  of  oofr-pox  excttiiig 
10  the  conftitution  any  new  or  irabeard^of  romylaint  s  nor  doca  it  appear 
that  children  who  have  had  the  oow<*pock|  ase  mmt  fubjed  than  othen 
to  eruptions  oo  the  (kin. 

**  The  moftfatisfa6iory  accounts  of  the  progrefs  nf  nrrimiinn  throo^ 
out  the  interior  of  Ireland^  have  been  received  from  fevcnd  cofirfpos^ 
cuts  of  the  Inftitution  ;  and  the  Dire6K>n  have  great  plesEfuro  n  afcfcrr. 
ing  the  seal  and  difintereftednefs  of  the  couDtry  prWlifirMMin,  whs  &> 
crifice  private  iotelvft  to  the  public  good,  in  ftroogly  rocoameodtog  tk 
pradice." 

^  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sargeont  m 
Irelandf  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  a  letter  from  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  National  Vaccine  Eflablifhrntot,  holden  on  Saturdsf 
the  i6th  February  18  ii,  the  foOowing  Refolutiooa  vreie  uoaiu' 
moufly  agreed  to^ 
**  is^  Refoived,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee^  from  the  reports 
of  vaccine  eftablifliments  in  this  city,  and  of  other  public  ioflitiitions,  aod 
from  the  ftatementspf  praditioners  of  the  mofE  extenfive  experirsor, 
as  weQ  aa  from  the  practice  of  the  Committee  individually,  that  vacdiui- 
tion  has  increafed  in  this  country  beyond  the  expedations  of  its  moft 
fanguine  fnpporters ;  and  that  no  bad  effedts  wbatbever  can  be  jofllj 
attributed  to  it. 

**  2dt  That  as  far  as  the  Committee  have  been  enabled  to  afcertauif 
there  is  not  in  this  country  a  regular  praditioner,  of  either  pbyfic  or  for- 
gery, who  does  not  highly  approve  of,  and  adopt  the  pradice  of  vaccina- 
tion ;  and  the  public  v^ry  generaUy  acknowledge  the  benefita  they  dexive 
therefrom. 

*•  314  That  the  pradlice  of  inoculation  for  the  fmall^x  has  obvionflf 
decreafed,  and  is  now  almoft  folely  employed  by  refpedable  praditioa- 
era  as  a  teft  of  the  prophyladic  powers  of  the  cow-pox. 

**  J^ht  From  the  foregoing  ftatement  the  Committee  may  fairly  in* 
fer,  and  from  their  own  experience  may  with  confidence  affirm,  that  the 
mortality  from  fmall-pox  has  materially  decreafed  through  Ireland  fiace 
vaccination  was  introduced* 

"  Confirmed  by  the  College,  on  Thurfday,  March  21ft,  i8ri." 

To  overturn  such  testimony,  very  strong  contradictory  evidence 
must  be  adduced.  Hypothesis,  supposition,  and  argument  have 
here  no  weight,  and  wit  and  per&ond  abuse  are  altogether  out  of 
place.  These,  however,  are  the  weapons  with  which  the  Cow* 
roK  Chronicle  attempts  to  impede  the  progress  of  vaccination. 

Some  paragraphs  have  no  apparent  relation  to  cow-pox;-  others 
are  falsehoods,  deliberately  uttered  for  the  worst  of  pur])o$eiy  ta 
impose  upon  the  ignorant :  and  many  arc  tooclever  for  our  dul*' 
ncss  to  comprehend.     We  shall  quote  a  ^ecimen  or  two.. 
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<<  ^iiff<ftiii.-^Wben  Mafter  Betty  was  indifpofed^  a  buIIetiD  was  ae* 
eflaryy  every  morning,  to  (atisfy  the  curiofity  of  the  public. 

*«  The  following  lines  were  one  day  laid  on  the  tablt*»  which  might 
iav«  been  equally  applied  on  a  Ute  occafion. 

i$#tty  first  wakes,  then  eats  and  sleeps, 
IVeit  eati,  then  sleeps  and  waket ; 
Wa  dare  not  add  another  word« 
iiflat  we  should  make  mistakes. 

*'  It  hat  betrn  remarked,  that  thofe  perfons  who  have'  efcaped  front 

he  dodor  and  apothecary^  in  confluent  fmall-poa»  but  have  loft  their 

kautyt  have  ufinlly  been  rewarded  by  a  degree  of  underftanding  above 

heir  fellows  ;  the  late  Mr  Pitt  is  not  the  only  inftance  we  could  adduce. 

**  Dfa^A«.-*-rAgreeable  to  the  logical  calculation  of  Moore^B  Almanack* 

By  natural  fmall-poxy  according  to  the  difpenfation  of  Providence  14 

With  the  afiSftance  of  Dodors  and  Apothecaries  -  327 

After  vaccination  •  •  •■  -  *         945 

By  proper  inocuhttoa  •  •  •  « 

By  bungling  •  •  ^  .  •  j 

**  That  only  two  or  three  perfons  (hould  have  fucce&fully  maiotatned 
I  war  of  ten  years^  agaioil  fnch  a  force  as  the  cow.poxers,  is  almoft  as 
•xtraordinary  as  that  the  difcoverer  (hould  have  inoculated  his  own  child 
¥ith  rmall<^x»  and  kept  it  a  fecret  fo  long.  But  the  vdunceer  corps» 
rhich  aie  colle^ng  in  the  different  countiesy  now  begin  to  make  Uie 
taccimfts  tremble ;;  and  if  ParUament  fhoald  iffue  no  more  pay  to  the 
:onfpirators»  an  effeduak  end  will  be  put  to  the  rebellion  agaiaft  realbia 
md  common  fenfe. " 

'<  WoiriNtarvir  DtacmiaY.  Old  hat  rebeavered.  Among  the 
nodem  fpeculations  which  have  been  fo  liberally  rewarded  by  Parlia<» 
nent»  this»  like  inoculation,  has  been  pafTed  by*  becaufe  a  generous  pub- 
ie  have  fupported  the  invention,  by  their  encouragement. 

**  It  is  confirmed  by  the  affidavits  of  feveml  perfons  of  diftinAiony 
liat  when  an  old  hat  has  loft  its  fur,  by  f(fueezinff  at  the  opera,  by  fah^ 
^ater  bathing,  too  hard  bruftiing,  or  any  other  kind  of  fri^ion  ;  nay* 
f  it  be  worn  as  fmooth  and  poli(hed  as  the  handv  of  Mr  Grovemoi^ft 
{iris  at  Oafordy-  it  may^  by  this  wonderful  difirovery^  become  as  well 
fathered  aa  it  was  when  brought  to  perfedion  by  the  maker. 

«  The  lovers  of  old  hat  are  therefore  recommended  to  try  the  experi* 
oient,  and  to  apply  for  farther  particulars  to  the  Broad  Boards  Buritngw 
!bn  Wall,  in  Piccadilly.* 

These  exlracta  are,  we  apprehend,  sufficient  to  give  our  read- 
ers an  idea  of  the  style  ancl  tenor  of  the  Cow-pox^  Chronicle^ 
We  shall  qpote^  howerert  one  other  paragraph  of  this  jjumbie 
of  misrepresentation,  because  it  refers  Co  the  subject  of  the  twa 
pamphlets  which  remain  to  be  nciticed.' 

«*  The  eldeft  fon  of  a  refpe^iable  and  noble  peer,  who  was  vaccinates! 
by  Dr  Jenner  hiraftlf,  now  lies  dangerously  iU  in  Grofvenor  Street,  yvitU 
natural  ftnall-pox*  We  hope  the  faculty  who  attend  him  will  report 
:his  caff  to  the  National  Co\^'-pox  Board,  that  it  may  be  legillerej,  c^ 
s  ilugidap  instance,  ** 
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The  case  here  alluded  to  is  detailed,  together  with  another  in- 
stance of  failure  in  the  son  of  Sir  Henry  MartiQ,  io  the  report 
of  the  National  Vaccine  Establishment 

**  On  Sunday,  May  269  1811,  the  Hon.  Robert  GrofTenor,  who  was 
recovering  from  the  ho6ping-cougIit  became  much  indifpofed  and  threw 
lip  his  dinner.  Fever  followed  ;  and  he  complained  moft  particaJarfy  of 
excruciating  pain  in  his  back.  He  dwelt  on  this  fymptom  until  Tharf* 
day,  when  he  bet;ame  delirious,  and  there  Were  obferred  on  hie  filce  a- 
bout  twenty  fpoti^ 

'*  He  had  been  vaccinated  by  Dr  Jenner,  in  his  in&ncy,  about  tes 
years  ago ;  and  the  mark  left  on  his  arm  indicated  a  perfed  difeafie. 

'*  On  Friday  morning,  the  eruption  had  not  increafed  materiifly  it 
point  of  number ;  but  the  appearance  of  the  fpots  and  the  previous  fym- 
ptoms,  fuggefled  ftrongly  a  fiifoicton  that  the  diforder  was  Che  fmall-pox. 

**  Sir  H.  Halford  had  occaiion  to  go  to  Windfor  in  the  aftcmoon  of 
Friday,  and  did  not  fee*  Mr  Robert  Grofvenor  urttil  the  Monday  IbQow- 
ing  (June  2d) ;  but  he  learned  from  Sir  W.  Farquhar,  who  attended  bin 
moft  carefully  during  Sir  Henry's  abfence  (and  fubiequentlyy^  that  the 
eruption  bad  increafed  prodigioufly  in  the  courfe  of  Friday  ;  that  00 
the  evening  of  that  day  Mr  Robert  Grofvenor  began  to  make  bloodf 
water,  and  that  he  continued  to  do  fo  until  Monday  morning. 
'  **  On  the  tenth  day  of  the  difeafe,  the  pnftules  began  to  6tj  opca 
ihe  face,  which  was  fwollen  to  a  confiderable  degree,  but  not  to  the  ex- 
tent of  clofing  his  eyes,  and  was  attended  by  a  falivation  which  lafted 
feveral  days.  Petechias  had  occurred  in  the  interftices  of  feveral  of  the 
fpots,  particularly  on  the  limbs  \  and  there  was  that  particular  fmefl 
f^om  the  whole  frame  which  is  remarkable  in  bad  cafes  of  conflnratimaU* 
pox.  "-^Report,  p.  4. 

To  these  cases  the  Board  has  opposed  four  recent  cases  of  a 
second  attack  of  small-pox,  three  after  inoculation,  and  one  after 
iiatural  small-pox,  completely  establishing  the  truth  of  the  sub- 
jpined  observations. 

<«  The  peculiarities  of  certain  conftitutions  with  regard  to  eruptive  fe- 
vers,  form  a  curious  fubje^t  of  medical  hiftory.  Some  individuals  havr 
been  more  than  once  a£Fe^ed  with  fcarlet  fever  and  measles,  others  have 
been  through  life  expofed  to  the  contagion  of  t^efe  difeafes  without  ef- 
fed ;  many  have  redded  the  inoculation  and  contagion  of  fmall-pox  for 
feveral  years,  and  have  afterwards  become  fufceptible  of  the  diforder ; 
and  fome  have  been  twice  affcdied  with  fmall^pox. 

««  Among  fuch  infinite  varieties  of  temperament  it  will  not  appear  ex- 
traordinary, that  vaccination,  though  fo  generally  fuccefsful,  fhoiild  fome- 
times  fail  of  rendering  the  haman  conditution  unfufceptible  of  fmall-pox, 
efpecially  fince  it  has  been  found,  that  in  feveral  inftances  fmall-pox  has 
occurred  to  individuals  over  whom  the  fmalUpox  inoculation  had  appear- 
ed to  have  produced  its  full  influence. '' — Report,  p.  lo. 

But  the  Board  goes  farther,  and  contends,  that  even  where 
vaccination  fails  to  give  perfect  security  against  a  future  attack  of 
«mall*pox,  it  lessens  the  severity  of  the  subsequent  disease,  wUchy 
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fhen  it  arrives  near  to  the  height,  appears  to  receive  a  cheeky 
nd  proceeds  with  unusual  rapidity  to  recovery. 

**  The  Board  are  of  opinion,  that  the  case  of  the  Hon.  Robert 
>rosvenor  was  a  case  of  confluent  small-pox.  That  the  attack  and 
progress  of  the  disorder  were  attended  by  symptoms  which  almost 
nvariably  announce  a  fatal  terminatioa  But  they  observe,  that  the 
welling  of  the  face  which  is  generally  so  excessive  as  to  close  the 
yes,  and  is  considered  as  a  favourable  symptom,  was  slighter  thaA 
isusd  ;  that  on  the  tenth  day  the  pustules  began  to  dry  upon  the 
ace ;  and  that  from  that  time  the  disease  passed  with  unusual  rapi* 
lity  through  the  period,  when  life  is  generally  esteemed  to  be  in  die 
rreatest  hazard. " — Report,  p.  8. 

Most  of  the  cases  of  small-pox  after  vaccination,  collected 
vitb  all  the  industry  of  the  antivaccinists,  prove  the  same  thin^r. 
[ndeed  in  verv  few  of  them  does  the  disease  proceed  the  length 
t  did  in  Mr  Urosvenor.  I'he  cases  which  Mr  Brown  of  Mussel* 
3urgh  has  denominated  stnall-pox^  produced  by  inoculation  after 
iraccination,  bear  no  similarity  in  point  of  severity  or  duration  to 
inoculated  small-pox.  *  To  what  could  this  be  owing  but  to  the 
influence  of  the  previous  vaccination  ?  If  it  produced  no  other 
;ood  effect  than  this,  it  would  still  have  been  an  inestimable  dia^^ 
:;overy — ^a  means  of  disarming  small-pox,  whether  inoculated  oi' 
natural,  of  all  its  terrors.  Sochj  however,  even  where  it  is  said 
to  fail,  is  cow-pox.  f  » 

The  Serious  Address,  the  writer  of  whicd  insists  upon  thef 
practicability  and  probability  of  exterminating  small-pox  by 
vaccination,  also  contains  some  very  judicious  remarks  on  IMu* 
Grosvenor's  case,  which  were  first  published  in  letters  to  the 
ELditor  of  the  Morning  Post,  and  for  which  we  must  refer  to  the 
pamphlet  itself,  as  we  wish  to  auote  the  following  comparative 
riew  of  the  advantages  of  inoculation  and  vaccination* 

"  There  was  a  period  in  which  any  proposal  for  extirpating,  or 
even  mitigating  this  evil,  would  have  been  regarded  as  either  the  idle 
dream  of  a  wrong-headed  enthusiast,  or  the  eilide  conceit  of  some 
presumptuous  fool.  In  the  course,  however,  of  ^e  hit  century,  two 
means  of  relief  for  this  grievous  evil  have  been  proposed  and  adopted^ 

"  The  first  aimed  only  at  mitigation,  consisting  in  inoculating  with 
the  disease  itself  those  who  had  not  already  caught  it ;  and  this  hav- 


*  This  reduces  the  question  to  li  very  simple  dilemma.  The  inoeulatioii  either 
took  effect,  or  it  did  not.  If  it  did  not,  these  were  not  instances  of  smidl-pox  after 
cow-pox;  and  if  it  did,  th6n  the  small-pox  was  wonderful!/  mitigated. 

f  Mr  Brown*s  idea  of  Taccination  affording  protection  from  the  fir^t  in  Tarious 
degrees,  and  of  that  protection  becoming  gradtiiilly  exhausted^  wiiich  he  has  again 
published  in  a  long  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Sun,  on  Mr  G.'s  case,  is  contrary  to 
all  analogy,  and  is  unsupported  by  facta.  The  incongruity  of  his  conclusion  is  so 
amusing  that  we  must  quote  it  in  his  own  words :    *'  I  think,  Slfi  It  cannot .admii 
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iDg  been  prored,  beyond  all  donbt,  to  render  the  disease  less  danger- 
ous and  severe  dian  when  coRimanicated  by  casual  infection,  it  was 
therefore  gradually  adopted,  and  became  very  general  in  the  upper 
ranks  of  society.     It  never  was  so  general,  however,  in  the  grea; 
inass  of  the  population,  as  to  diminish  the  mortality.     On  the  co3- 
trary,  it  has  been  clearly  proved  by  Dr  Heberden,  that  after  the  is- 
fToductlon  of  inoculation,  the  total  mortality  increased  ;  for,  by  aa 
examination  of  tlie  bills  of  mortality*  it  appeared,  that  before  the 
year  1720  the  average  deaths  from  the  small-pox  was  70  in  lOOD: 
whereas  towards  the  end  of  the  century  it  was  9?  in  lOOO ;  that  li, 
nearly  one-tenth  of  the  whole  mortality.     This  evidently  arose  from 
inociilation  destroying  more  than  it  saved,  by  spreading  it  to  places 
t^hich  would  otherwise  have  escaped  ;  for  formerly  it  was  not  na- 
nsual  for  whole  districts  to  be  free  from  small-pox  for  30  or  40  years, 
or  more,  so  that  many  lived  and  died  without  ever  catching  it. 

**  This  expedient*  therefore,  of  inoculating  the  small-pox  from  ft- 
'self,  may  fairly  be  said  to  have  failed ;  for  the  just  estimate  of  its 
Talue  must  ^depend  on  the  general  restllt  of  its  effect  on  the  vbok 
gpecies*  and  not  on  the  benefit  conferred  on  a  small  portion  of  it. 

**  Let  us  see  whether  the  other,  which  aimed  at  nothing  less  tfaaa 
extirpation,  has  succeeded  any  better* 

*'  The  boldness  and  novelty  of  such  a  pretension  made  it,  at  first* 
be  rejected  by  many,  who  would  not  even  deign  to  examine  tu  me> 
rits.    That  a  morbid  poison  taken  from  a  domestic  animal  should 
have  the  effect  of  destroying  the  susceptibility  to  small- pox,  without 
producing  any  dangerous  disorder  itselfi  was  considered  by  all  the 
world,  enlightened  and  unenlightened,  either  as  an  extnrragant  fan* 
cy*  or*  at  least,  as  a  proposition  to  be  entertained  with  the  Btmest 
hesiution  and  caution.     The  light  of  evidence,  however,  broke  in  so 
rapidly*  that  the  truth  of  this  fact,  so  highly  clirioas  as  a  new  disco- 
very in  the  history  of  anmial  life*  and  infinitely  interesting^  as  it  af- 
fects the  dearest  interests  of  hamanityi  was  fully  estaMishrd  to  the 
satisfaction  of  every  one  who  had  the  means  and  the  capacity  of  ap- 
preciating the  evidence  in  its  favour ;  for  examples  of  the  preventiTe 
virtue  of  the  vaccine  inoculation  occurred  in  the  circle  of  e^erj  one's 
friends  and  Acquaintance*  so  as  to  leave  no  doubt  in  their  minds  of 
.the  fact.     The  merit  of  the  gentleman  who  first  drew  this  discovery 
from  the  fruitless  obscurity  of  rural  tradition*  and  rendered  it  avail* 
able  to  mankindf  waa  greatly  enhanced  by  his  petseveraace  under 
such  discouragement. 


■*•*■ 


^  a  shadow  of  a  doid[>t,  that  the  evidence  is  arrived  at  the  moU  conduMive  Mkape ;  tad 
it  would  be  both  prudent,  honourable,  and  just,  for  Govemnent  to  ootoe  funfui 
and  declare,  that  such  is  the  present  state  of  the  evidence  upon  the  Jenneriao  disco- 
f  ery,  they  cannot  continue  to  gire  it  the  same  nnqu^ficd  protecCioD  and  mppoft, 
ftut  must  leave  the  pubKc  to  make  a  selection  for  themselves ;  at  the  aaaic  tiac, 
strongly  enforcing  the  absolute  necessUv  of  either  a(io;>f  I'n^  inoculation  or  aa^ctaalwi.** 
(Mr  Brown  surely  forgets  that  he  told  us  in  the  same  letter,  that  it  afibnb  luia  tU 
aighest  gradftdation  to  find  that  his  ^  best  efibfts  in  prvHntang  the  fttrtlwc  |H«grHS 
•f  vaccination,  wiU  have  been  highly  vsefiil  to  the  public,  pttAwfj^aUs  fo  px^") 
^|mMlA#  giiNlfVfi  ii  fr«t^  t«  ft.^iiMi  4<Nr^^ 
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**  In  the  meantime,  doubts  were  started  concerning  the  auration  kn^ 
extent  of  this  preventioa^  ohj^ectioiis^hich  could  have  no  weight  but 
in  so  fur  as  they  militated  against  the  ultimate  benefit  held  out  to  man* 
Icindy  namely,  the  extirpatiaa  of  the  aroalUpox.  We  may  affirm,  thai 
though  the  cow-pox  should  be  found  not  to  prove  a  security  for  life  in 
every  instance ;  and  though  it  shall  be  found,  that  in  one  case  in  ^ 
hundred,  nay,  one  in  ten,  it  should  fall  in  destroying  susceptibility,  it 
vrould  nevertheless  be  of  mestrmable  value  to  mankind,  for  it  would  still 
prove  an  instrument  for  annihilating,  more  or  less  gradually,  the  whole 
existing  stock  of  variolous  infection. " — A  Serious  Address,  ^c-^-^-rS^ 

We  cannot  conclude  tliis  article  more  appropriately,  than  with 
the  following  resolutions,  containing  the  results  of  eleven  years 
practice,  at  the  Original  Vaccine  Puck  Institution,  which  have 
just  reached  us. 

"  1.  That  it  does  appear  in  the  practice  of  this  Institution,  that  thci 
small-pox  has  occurred  subsequontly  to  vaccination,  in  the  most  dis<^ 
tinct  manner,  in  the  proportion  of  about  one  of  550  in  5000  patient$i 

**  dk  That  in  these  cases  of  failure,  the  small^pox  was  in  none  verj* 
severe,  but,  on  the  contrary,  xn.  most  of  them  milder  than  usual,  ia 
even  the  inoculated  small-po^. 

'^  d.  That  there  have  not  occurife<iany  alarming  vaccine  cases,  ex^ 
cepting  in  a  very  small  proportion,  from  inflamea  and  sore  arms* 

"  4.  That  in  many  handxeda  f lubjected  to  the  countcrproof  of  ra^ 
inoculation  with  yarioloui  maUt^y  not  one  has  taken  the  small- pox. 

**  5.  That  many  hundreds  have  been  reinoculated  with  vaccine  mat^ 
tcr,  without  being  able  to  reproduce  the  cow-pock. 

''  6.  That  according  to  considerable  experience  of  this  Institution^ 
persons  are  alike  unsusceptible  or  susceptible  of  the  stnall-pox  and 
CQWipock  after  variolation  or  vaccinatiiom 

**  7.  That  reinoculation  with  vaccine  isprefenable  to  varioloas  mat* 
ter ;  because  it  ia  desirable  to  avdid  thfe  risk  of  infecting  others  by  dis) 
aeminating  small-pox  inlcction ;  avd  "because  the  vaccine  is  raxsely  ^£ 
tended  with  danger,,  or  with  severe  symptoms.  • 

**  8.  That  the  cow-pock  matter  and  variolous  matter  are  distinctly 
different  species  of  matt&r  in  the  just  sense  of  the  term  spifciesor  kitm 

*'  9.  That  there  is  iiow  good  evidence,  that  ^xx  the  .cases  of  faiktri 
the  constitution  had  .gdo^tally  been  rendered  less  susceptibla  of  vio» 
lent  action  from  the  agency:  of  the  sntelUpox  matter..     . 

*^  10.  That  it  doesuot  appear  that  any  new  disorder  is  liable  to  be  oc^ 
casioned  after  vaccination, 'excepting  probably  certain  eruptive  com- 
plaints,  which,  however  irritaling,  bsve  in  no  instance  produced  any  se^' 
iious,injury;  and  it  appears  that  certain  diseased  states  which  com^  OA 
after  the  cow- pock,  donot  supervene  so  frequently  as  after  the  smaltpox^ 

**  11.  That  althoUgb  it  do«s  appear  from  the  London  Bills  of  Mor- 
tality^ that  420  fewer  deatlis  per  anAum  on  an  average  have-oecurre'd 
during  tlie  twelve  years  of  vaccination,  than  during  the  twelve  pr&l 
ceding  years,  yet  tlie  GOi)cIufion  that  the  diminished  mortality  has 
been  occasioned  by  vaccination,  is  liable  to  error ;  but  the  probabtlii 

ty  is  in  favour  of  tho  pew  practice. "  p.  20«-22tf 
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PART  IIL 

MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Report  of  Diseases  treaied  at  the  Public  DiSFMirSAMtr^  (near 
Carey-StreetJ,  UnuUm^from  MaySlst  to  August  Slst^  1811. 


AcifTl 

No.  of  G 

Febris 16 

Tertiaiu 2 

Tebris  infaDtum  remittens   .  9 

Phrenids 2 

Epistaxis     .•.•••  1 

Cynanche  tonsillaris  •    •    •  S 

Pleuritis 1 

Peripneamoma     •    •    •    •  5 

Catarrhus 48 

Pertussis      m    g    *    •    •    •  6 


DtttASMU 


Hepatitis     •    .    • 
Dysenteria  .... 

Cholera 

Rheumatismas  acntas 
Arthritis  rfaeiimatica 

Tariola 

Erysipelas  .  •  •  • 
Herpes  zoster  •  •  • 
Abortus      •    •    •     ; 


No.orCaMi 


I 

IS 

s 

< 

4 

3 
1 
S 


Chronic  Diujm* 


No.  of  Cases. 

Vertigo  4     •     •     <     •     •     •  5 

Cephal«a 16 

I>yspncBa    •••««•  1 

Cynancbe  chronica    •    •    #  S 

Asthma*    « 2 

Catarrhus  chronicus  ...  17 

Hemoptysis     •«•*••  10 

Phthisis^ 21 

Dyspepsia   ••••«•  SI 

Gastrodynta     .    •    •    •    «  27 

Vomitos 5 

Hsematemesifl  «     •     •    •    4  2 

Hepatalgia 2 

DiarrhoBa    ••<•«.  15 

Enterodynia    •    •    •    •    «  14 

Pyrosis   •    • 1 

Icterus •  1 

Tabes  mcsenterica     «    •    «  1 


Mansmns   •  « 
Colica  Pictonum 

AKaridea    •  • 

Lumbrici     .  • 

Physconia   •  • 
Tympanites 

Hsemorrhots  • 

Nephralgia  •  • 

Dysuria       •  • 

HflBmaturia  •  • 

Gonorrhoea .  . 

Hysteralgia  • 
Prolapsus  uteri 

Amenotrhcea  • 

Leucorrfacea  • 

Menorrhagia  • 

Hysteria     •  • 

Epilepsia    •  . 


Ko.of 


S 
3 
5 
1 

1 
4 
11 
9 
1 
1 
I 
1 
7 

23 

11 

3 

i 
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Cbsonic  DitSAtsi  continued* 


Naof 
Ivpochondriasis  •  «  .  • 
Melancholia    •    •   '•    •    • 

Asthenia 

Tremor  paralyticum  •    •    . 

^aralysis • 

iemiplegja     •     .    .    •    • 

]!horea 

IheumatismiiB  chronicuy    • 
!jumbaffo    •••••• 

?leuroayiie      •    •    •    •    • 

^jcites 

Vnasarca 

iydrothorax  •  •  •  •  « 
>crofula  ••••«• 
>tropbulu8 


3 
1 

18 
S 
S 
6 
2 

OS 
4 
3 
3 
7 
1 
3 
2 


Lepra     •    •    »  • 

Psoriasis      .     .  • 

Porrigo  capiKtii  • 

Sycosis  raenti  .  • 

Lupus     •    •     •  • 
Urdoarta  chroniea 

Licfaep    «    •    .  • 

Scabies  .    •    «  . 

Impetigo     •    0  • 

Prurigo  •     •     •  • 

Eczema  ssdvum  • 

Ecthyma     •    •  • 

Purpura      •    •  • 

Aphthae  •    •    •  • 


No.  of  Cams. 
.  •  .  2 
.     .     .      S 

.        .        .  1 

.        .        .  1 


s 

IS 

s 

4 
1 

2 

4 


The  temperature  daring  the  three  summer  months  ha$  beei^ 
variable,  but  on  the  whole  moderate.  In  the  latter  part  of  June^ 
md  in  July,  there  were  occasionally  a  few  days  of  summer  heat ; 
3ut  the  whole  of  the  month  of  August  has  been  temperate,  not 
:o  sav  cool,  with  frequent  showers :  in  the  early  part  of  this 
nonth,  indeed,  thej-e  were  a  few  days  unusually  cnill  for  the  sear 
;on,  the  thermometer  scarcely  rising  above  the  50th  or  52d  de- 
rree.  Several  thunder-storms,  of  considerable  severity,  occurrec) 
luring  the  preceding  months. 

From  the  early,  but  unsteady  heats,  alternating  ^iih  cpolness 
ind  humidity,  it  might  be  expected  that  a  considerable  degree  of 
indisposition  wouk)  prevail  among  those  who  are  most  liable  to 
ye  influenced  by  the  state  of  the  weather ;  and  especially  that 
he  various  modifications  of  disease,  connected  with  derange 
nents  in  the  biliary  and  alvine  secretions,  would  be  most  predo- 
ninant  Accordingly,  we  have  had  occasion  to  prescribe  for 
nore  than  our  average  number  of  patients  i^t  the  Dispensary^ 
3articularly  during  the  last  two  months;  the  total,  exclusive  of 
hose  under  the  care  of  the  surgeon,  amounting  to  five  hundred 
ind  thirty-three ;  and  of  these  a  considerable  proportion  is  re* 
^erable  to  gastric  disorder,  perhaps  to  the  extent  of  on^  third  s 
^bile  the  proportion  of  pulmonary  pomplaints  is  greatly  dimi- 
lished,  and  was  exceedingly  small,  until  the  chilliness  ai^d  humi- 
lity of  August  set  in.  In  addition  to  the  direct  effects  of  gas- 
:ric  derangement,  viz.  the  cases  of  cliarrhcea,  cholera,  and  dy* 
ientery,  the  painful  affections  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  gastro- 
]ynia|  and  enterodynia,  and  the  disturbed  function  of  digestion. 
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under  the  heads  of  dyspepsia,  bilious  vomiting,  &c  we  must  re- 
fer to  the  same  source  many  of  the  cases  oF  headach,  vertigo,  and 
continued  fever,  and  perhaps  the  majority  of  instances  of  astfaeaia, 
hot  to  mention  those  of  jaundice,  hepataIgia,hypoGhondriasis,&c 

The  cases  of  vertigo  were  ob  viouj»ly  sympathetic,  bei  ng  unacootn- 
jsanied  by  le^bai^ic  disposition,  by  flushiog  of  the  face,  thrcU>in^ 
of  the  vessels,  or  other  symptoms  of  local  fulaessy  occorria|;  o^^ 
ien  at  intervals,  an^  b.eing  obvioudy  connected  with  coDstipatioB, 
.)oss  of  appetite,  loaded  tongue,  flatulence,,  or  other  dy.spepiic 
.symptoms,  and  generally  vickling  in  .a  few.  days.  to.absoiHbeDts 
Utoraatics  and  laxatives.  With  th^  excepttOQ  oFa  few  mstascei 
t>{  rheumatism  of  the  scalp  and  tnuscles  of  the  head,  tbe  Gas<» 
of  headach  were  perhaps  all  of  gastric  origin.  The  pain  was 
hiost  frequently  seated  In  the  forehead,  over  the  orbits,  or  iti  Urn 
crown  of  the  head,  and  sometimes  in  the  occiput,  of  Hn  obtuse 
kind,  and  unaccompanied  by  tenderness  of  the  integument^,  ex- 
cept occasionally  at  the  crown >  in  cases  of  some  standing,  it 
was  commonly  accompanied  by  some  of  the  dyspeptic  symptoms, 
above  alluded  to,  and  yielded  to  the  same  plan  of  treatment.  In 
one  woman,  iki  whom  the  sympathetic  irritation  had  terminated, 
us  may  be  frequently  observed,  in  a  degree  of  loca)  congesiioa 
bnd  increased  vascular  action,  the  vertigo  was  considerable,  and 
was  accompanied  by  an  illusiori  of  the  sight ;  whence  she  fancied 
that  she  frequently  saw  peoT)Ie  standing  by  her,  who  vanished, 
however,  when  she  steadily  directed  her  eyes  towards  them.  She 
^as  perfectly  aware  that  this  was  a  mere  illusion,  and  it  gradu- 
ally disappeared  with  the  other  symptoms. 

Several  of  the  cases  of  fever,  though  such  as  tre  usually  termed 
continued,  manifestly  assumed  somewhat  of  the  remittent  cha- 
racter, exhibiting  a  very  material  alleviation  of  the  symptoms  in 
the  morning,  and  an  exacerbation  in  the  evening,  which  occa- 
sioned much  restlessness  in  the  night.  In  some  of  these,  how- 
ever, the  head  suffered  no  observable  disturbance  of  function, 
except  an  inability  of  attention  and  mental  exertion,  while  the 
acceleration  of  the  pulse,  the  heat  of  the  skin,  the  depression  of 
the  muscular  powers,  the  total  loss  of  appetite,  continued  from 
day  to  day,  and  confined  the  patient  at  first  to  a  couch,  and  after- 
wards to  his  bed.  In  two  instances,  the  fever  showed  a  tenden- 
cy to  intermit  about  the  end  of  the  third  week,  a  slight  rigor  pre- 
ceding the  exacerbation,  for  two  or  three  periods,  on  the  alter- 
nate days.  There  was  no  one  indication,  either  in  regard  to  the 
peat  of  the  disease,  or  to  any  active  renicdj'  which  might  be  re- 
sorted to  with  a  prospect  of  abbreviating  the  febrile  action,  unless 
the  alvine  discharges  were  examined,  which  were  always  found 
in  a  very  morbid  condition ;  and  it  was  interesting  to  observe  die 
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progressive  amelioration  or  increase  of  the  symptoms,  in  an  ex* 
ict  proportion  with  the  changes  of  the  fgeda.  In  the  House  of 
Eiecoveryy  as  well  as  in  some  other  patients,  I  have  lately  had 
occasion  to  see  several  examples  of  this  modification  of  fever, 
which  Manningham  has  very  well  described  in  his  treatise  on  Che 
febricula.  The  principal  method  of  cure,  in  such  cases,  consists 
in  regulating  the  alvine  discharge,  not  by  active  purgatives,  after 
the  manner  of  Dr  Hamilton,  but  by  a  continual  gentle  operation^ 
especially  by  means  of  the  mercurial  laxatives,  aiacd  by  combina* 
tion  with  others,  and  their  irritation  being  counteracted  by  ano«* 
:lynes.  The  synochus  biliosus,  in  which  the  bilious  secretion  is 
perhaps  more  augmented  in  quantity,  than  materially  altered  iii 
:]uality>  differs  altogether  from  the  fever  just  alluded  to.  Thd 
ficad  IS,  in  that  case,  affected  with  great  pain,  probably  through 
;ympatliy  with  the  great  irritation  in  the  first  passages ;  and,  as 
in  the  case  of  cholera,  when  these  passages  have  been  effectually 
:lcared,  the  general  fever  speedily  subsides.  The  present  season^ 
>eems  to  have  produced  fewer  instances  than  usual  of  this  varie* 
:y  of  fever. 

The  congeries  of  symptoms,  included  in  the  term  Asthenia^ 
(vhich  has  oeen  formerly  described,  partakes  in  some  measure  of 
the  nature  of  the  Jebricuia^  Is  always  connected  with  a  conditioii 
tf^hich  the  nosologist  would  refer  to  dyspepsia^  and  especially  with 
:!ertain  characteristic  sensations  of  sinking,  fluttering,  imbecility, 
&c.  in  the  epigastrium  and  left  hjrpochondrium.     In  one  case^ 
»rhich  we  lat^*  saw,  there  was  a  most  acute  pain  in  this  region; 
which  was  even  increased  on  pressure ;  but  it  was  accompanrea 
nrith  extreme  languor,  almost  amounting  to  syncope,  cold  sweats, 
extreme  sickness,  &c.  which  excited  alarm  for  the  patient^s  Ufa. 
But  all  these  symptoms  were  speedily  alleviated  by  medicines^ 
[which,  from  their  small  bulk,  were  retained  on  the  stomach)! 
:ontaining  the  extract  of  poppy,  with  aromatic  powder,  ana 
Ismail  doses  of  calomel,  and  aided  by  an  anodyne  and  saline  ene^ 
ma,  which  brought  away  a  considerable  quantity  of  clayey  and 
offensive  feces.     Etmiiller  wrote  an  essay  to  prove  that  these 
symptoms  originate  in  that  part  of  the  arch  of  the  cdon  which 
lies  in  the  left  hypochondrium,  where,  he  says,  the  excrements 
Dften  stagnate,  and  much  wind  is  pent  up :  and  this  circumstance 
appears,  in  addition  to  the  disordered  state  of  the  stomach,  to 
[ifford  a  probable  explanation  of  some  of  the  local  symptoms  at- 
tending the  complaint.     This  asihmia^  which  is  a  disease  of  wo- 
men, seems  to  be  more  allied  to  the  hypochondriasis  of  men  than 
hysteria.     The  diffusible  stimuli  are  requisite  in  the  treatment 
Dt  this  disease,  which  does  not  bear  purging;  but  a  gentle  sti- 
mulus upon  the  bowels,  in  the  first  instance,  guarded  against  any 
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considerable  evacuation  or  irritation  by  the  poppy,  ooniiun,  or 
hyoscyamus,  aids  the  operation  of  the  general  stimuli,  and  acce- 
lerates the  cure. 

Bedford  Ram^  Aug.  Slst^  181 K  T.  R 


Extractsjrom  a  Letter /rom  a  Physician  in  London  to  D&  I>UKCA3r. 

Curious  Case  of  Imposition. 

A  YOUNG  lady  of  rather  high  rank,  who,  on  the  beat  authorilTy 
was  even  exemplary  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties  in  reI^;HHi,  to 
her  relations  in  blood,  to  her  friends,  and  in  her  moral  cxmdoct 
in  general,  was  believed  to  be  attacked  from  time  to  time  with 
an  excruciating  painful  disorder.  The  affluent,  and,  as  tax  a» 
known,  every  way  comfortable  circumstances  of  the  supposed  suf- 
ferer, and  her  general  excelling  character,  precluded  every  sup- 
""^position  of  imposition,  or  even  of  exaggeration.  She  had  been 
illji  as  I  was  first  informed,  for  a  long  ume,  with  accession,  fire- 
quently,  of  complaints  in  which,  with  agonizing  pain,  concretioos 
were  voide4  wi^h  the  urine.  A  certain  number  of  these  being 
discharged,  relief  was  the  consequence.  These  concretions  had 
been  shown  to  several  medical  practitioners,  who  troubled  them- 
selves much  to  determine,  by  examination  and  reading,  to  what 
class  tbey  should  be  referred,  or  whether  they  did  not  belong  to 
a  new  head.     I  was  consulted  among  others.     A  parcel  of  the 

?retended  urinary  concretions  were  furnished  for  my  examinaticm. 
["he  moment  I  saw  them,  the  story  of  the  child  born,  according 
to  a  number  of  witnesses,  with  a  golden  tooth,  occurred  to  my 
mind.  Of  course,  before  proceeding  to  the  investigation  of  the 
composition  and  properties  of  the  s^one-like  substances,  by  taking 
for  granted  that  they  were  urinary,  I  instituted  a  few  obvious  ex- 
periments to  determme  the  previous  question^  These  experiments 
at  once  authorized  me  to  pronounce,  that  the  substances  before 
me  were  not  of  animal  origin,  but.  in  short,  were  nothing  but 
common  sand  and  pebble-stones.  Their  obvious  properties  were 
indeed  sufficient  to  prove  that  they  were  merely  siliceous  matter. 
The  improbability  of  their  being  any  thing  else,  was  apparent 
from  the  great  quantities  which  had  been  collected,  and  asserted 
to  have  been  excreted — not  less  than  several  pint  measures  in  the 
course  of  the  preceding  two  or  three  years  !  !  ! 

On  giving  my  opinion  accordingly,  I  was  warmly  opposed  by 
the  strict  honour  and  religious  character  of  tlie  fair  suflerer.  But 
this  assertion,  I  need  not  say,  avaiie^l  nothing  against  the  palpable 
decbive  properties  of  the  pretended  calculi.  1  was  afterwards  in- 
formed, that  several  able  chemical  philosophers  had  been  con- 
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suited,  who,  as  readily  as  I  did,  declared  the  stones  to  be  com- 
inon  gravel  and  pebbles.  It  was  naturally  urged  that  the  party 
eould  have  no  rational  or  private  motive  for  deception.  It  is 
irexy  true  that  no  such  motives  were  imaginable  ;  and  I  can  per- 
ceive no  way  of  accounting  for  the  conauct  in  this  case,  but  oa 
the  supposition  that  the  patient  laboured,  under  a  particular  a£> 
fection  which  must  be  considered  as  belonging  to  insanity ;  aU 
though^  in  other  instances,  it  must  be  imputed  to  fraudful  deaigo. 

Consumption, 
I  do  not  recollect  having  read  or  heard  the  observation  that 
females,  in  the  very  advanced  stages,  in  the  perfectly  hopeless 
condition  of  pulmonary  phthisis,  have  frequently  a  passion  for 
fine  dresses*  I  have  often  witnessed  this  passion,  even  in  those 
who  had  no  such  passion  in  good  health.  Two  elegant  young 
women,  lately  under  my  care,  astonished  their,  friends  by  em* 
ploying  their  mantua-makers  to  make  for  them  splendid  and  ex- 
pensive articles  of  wearing-apparel,  with  which  they  principally 
amused  themselves,  and  oy  projects  of  being  present  at  public 
assemblies,  within  a  few  weeks,  or  even  days,  of  their  dissolu- 
tion. It  is  true,  this  fact  is  referable  to  the  well  known  state  of 
unapprehension  of  the  least  danger  in  many  instances  of  this  far 
tal  disease. 

Rupture  of  the  Air-Vessels. 

In  the  bodies  of  persons  who  have  died  after  suffering  for  a 
long  time  from  what  are  called  asthmatical  coughs,  and  chronio 
penpneumonic  affections,  it  is  not  very  rare  that  we  find  blad- 
ders of  water,  from  the  size  of  a  small  pea  to  that  of  a  hazel  nut, 
on  the  surface  and  borders  of  the  lungs.  In  the  lungs  of  horsed 
this  appearance  I  believe  is  more  common  than  in  the  humaa 
animal.  On  collecting  the  air  of  those  vesicles,  I  found,  by  the 
usual  way  of  examination  with  nitrous  gas,  that  it  consisted  of 
oxygen  and  nitrogen  gas,  in  the  same  proportions  as  in  atmo- 
spherical air ;  but  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  it  did  not  contain 
an  atom'  of  carbonic  acid.  By  pressure  the  air  passed  from  the 
bladders  into  other  parts  of  the  lungs,  and  from  those  parts,  on 
pressure  back  again,  into  the  bladders. 

The  state  of  the  lungs  in  which  these  vesicles  appear  is  differ^ 
ent  from  that  of  broken-winded  men  and  horses.  In  this  state, 
the  whole^  or  the  greater  part  of  the  lungs,  is  extremely  light; 
sometimes  nearly  three  times  lighter  than  water.  The  air  passes, 
on  pressure,  from  one  part  to  another  of  the  cellular  membrane. 
Impressions  remain  for  some  time  after  being  made  with  the 
fingers  j  the  lungs  in  this  c^se  appear  much  enbrged ;  by  mace* 
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ration,  ablations,  %ic.  preparations  have  been  made,  wbich  ex- 
hibit to  the  si^ht  the  rupture  of  the  nir  cells.  The  specific  gra- 
vity of  these  hroken-windetl  lunc^s,  was,  in  one  instance,  to  water 
ttiree  to  eight  But  the  other  state  of  the  lungs,  in  which  the 
vesicles  above-mentioned  appear,  is  sometimes  attended  with  in- 
flammation, or  at  least  condensation  of  some  parts  of  the  Inner:; 
which  the  other  state,  xnz.  that  of  broken  wina,  never  is,  accord- 
ing to  my  observation,  or  information  from  others. 

Hydatids  in  the  Air  Tidies. 
I  have  seen  innumerable  hydatids,  most  of  them  burst,  dis- 
charged with  the  urine,  in  a  disease  of  the  kidneys,  of  a  peculiar 
and  undescribcd  kind,  as  found  afler  death,  in  a  case  in  which  I 
had  the  advantage  of  dissection  by  the  late  Mr  John  Hunter. 
On  asking  Mr  Hunter  what  name  should  be  given  to  the  case 
before  us,  I  remember  he  said,  ••  1  can  only  call  it  disease.  "  A 
case  lately  occurred,  which  I  have  good  reason  for  believing  was 
attended  with  hydatids,  discharged  by  expectoration.  A  woman, 
twenty-four  years  of  ago,  was  taken  ill  three  months  ngp  with 
what  was  called  a  pleurisy  of  the  left  side,  for  which  she  wa.* 
bled  six  times,  and  repeatedly  blistered  {  by  which,  and  other 
means  she  recoveroil.  Three  weeks  ago  a  cough  came  on,  with 
expectoration  of  oilensive  matter  for  several  days,  and  then  a 
sense  of  suffocation  took  place,  with  great  augmentation  of  the 
cough  ;  during  which,  after  great  eflfbrts,  in  which  she  felt  as  if 
she  should  be  choked,  there  was  coughed  up  a  great  quantity 
of  white  membraneous  masses,  many  of  which  consisted  of  se- 
veral layers,  which  lieing  separated,  were  semitransparent,  and 
found  to  have  the  texture  of  the  coats  of  hydatids.  This  dis- 
charge was  immediately  followed  by  relief  from  pain  of  the  chest, 
and  of  the  dyspnoea.  A  cough,  with  mucous  expectoration,  con- 
tinued, but  gradually  diminished,  and  perhapii  at  times  with  a 
few  of  the  membraneous  masses ;  there  was  no  fever ;  in  par- 
ticular, the  tongue  had  a  healthy  appearance.  Felt  weak,  &int, 
and  had  not  menstruated  for  three  months.  In  about  three  weeks 
from  the  attack  just  described,  the  patient  got  pretty  weFL  It 
may  be  proper  to  notice,  that  previously  to  tiie  pleurisy,  the  pa- 
tient had  a  slight  cough,  with  a  little  shortness  of  breath  for  a 
year  and  half,  but  not  more  in  cold  than  warm  weather,  and 
which  she  imputed  to  exposure  to  heat  and  cold,  in  the  business 
of  a  kitchen. 

Injlammation  of  the  Tracfiea. 
The  windpipe,  and  its  two  great  branches,  are  affected  with 
dL^cabc,  wbich  either  is  originally  inflammation,  or  at  least  ter- 
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jninales  in  inflammation  and  deatb>  without  mch  synnploms  an 
are  commonly  apprehended.  This  afJTection  has  sometimes  be* 
gun  with  symptoms,  which  I  have  known  practitioners  consider 
to  arise  from  the  stomach,  and  on  some  occasions  it  has  bepin 
with  a  mere  hoarseness,  continuing  in  all  cases  for  several  weeks, 
and  sometimes  months,  before  decisive;  symptoms  appeared  of 
tradieal  inflammation.  It  in  several  instances  neither  gave  way 
to  repeated  application  of  leeches,  nor  to  repeated  application  of 
blistering  plasters,  nor  to  the  other  usual  means  for  .subduing  in- 
flammatory affections*  At  length  there  is  great  difficulty  in 
breathing ;  pain  of  the  parts  nfiected  (  excessive  general  irrita'* 
tion ;  the  voice  fails ;  efforts  are  made  to  cough  up  n^atter ;  the 
utmost  prostration  of  strength  takes  pkice ;  delirium  and  deadi; 

Brazil  SalL 
T  believe  a  late  celebrated  physician  at  York  gave  his  sanction 
to  this  ai  tide.  It  was  intenaed  that  the  public  should  believe  it 
was  imported  from  the  Brazils.  Nearly  twenty  years  ago,  I  bad 
discovered  that  this  secret  medicine^  was  nothing  but  the  Ho- 
chelle  salt,  mixed  with  a  small  proportion  of  brown  $»ugar,  and 
in  the  state  of  a  coarse  powder,  instead  of  its  peculiarly  beautiful 
crystals ;  but  1  had  almost  forgotten  it,  till  the  other  day  I  hap- 
pened to  see  several  large  jars  full  of  it,  to  the  amount  of  about 
ten  guineas  in  cos^  procured  to  carry  abroad  by  a  person  of  some 
rank.  I  was  told  no  salt  of  the  purgative  kind  was  comparable 
to  it;  that  nothing  could  cure  so  many  disorders  as  tliis  salt| 
and,  accordingly  after  hearing  these  and  many  other  encomiums, 
I  had  the  curiosity  to  repeat  my  old  experiment,  of  merely  di&» 
solving  the  salt  in  a  due  quantity  of  boiling  water,  filtrating  it 
two  or  three  times  through  paper^  and  then  crystallizing;  by 
which  I  obtained,  as  formerly,  the  decisively  distinct  crystals  ot 
Mochelle  sattj  or,  in  the  new  language  of  methodical  chemistry, 
soda-taHrate  of  potas/i.  These  discoveries  to  the  public  are  in 
general  thankless  ones.  Accordingly,  on  this  occasion,  although 
the  Jlochelle  salt  was  exhibited  to  the  purchasers  of  the  Brazil 
salt,  from  which  it  was  produced,  **  it  did  not  signify  any  thing," 
it  was  said,  **  for  they  would  never  believe  but  that  it  really  was 
a  particular  salt,  either  from  the  Brazils,  or  composed  original* 
ly  by  the  celebrated  York  physician. " 

Hau  Medicinale  cTHmson. 

The  eflTects  of  this  nostrum  could  not  reasonably  be  imputed 

merely  to  the  influence  of  popular  assertion  in  producing  belief; 

for  the  sleep,  as  well  as  of  cessation  of  pain,  and  sul)s>equent 

cathartic  operation,  .must  arise  from  other  agents,  most  probably 
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from  opium  and  a  cathartic  drug,  which,  together  with  the 
influence  upon  the  mind,  I  have  no  doubt  can  prodace  aD,  or 
most,  of  the  good  effects  of  Husson*s  medicine.  From  ooDatend 
evidence,  I  think  it  improbable  that  any  new  drug,  or  one  not  in 
common  use  for  one  purpose  or  another,  enters  into  the  compo- 
sition of  the  nostrum.  Mo&t  likely  it  was  brought  into  use  fitim 
aome  old  recipe.  M.  Page,  in  his  publications  of  Ward^s  Ejd- 
pirical  Medicines,  gives  what  he  calls  the  improved  prescrip- 
tion of  Dover's  powder,  by  substituting  the  wnite  hellebore  Kir 
ipecacuanha,  on  account  of  the  nauseating  effects  of  this  drug. 
\  recollect  administering  this  pretended  improved  recipe  twenty 
years  ago ;  but  observing  no  advantage  from  it,  I  dta  not  con- 
tinue the  prescription,  ft  is  possible  that  opium,  conjoined  with 
other  drugs,  may  produce  different  effects  from  those  prodooed 
by  any  ot  them  singly.  If  this  be  the  case  in  the  present  in- 
stance, there  is  every  reason  to  believe  the  efficacious  mixture 
was  merelv  fortuitous,  the  vender  beiug  cgr^iously  ignorant 
of  medical  science.  It  will  be  an  extremely  curious  drcmn- 
stance  if  the  celebrated,  and  most  ancient  of  aU  known  cathar- 
tics, should  be  discovered  to  have  been  not  the  black  heDebore, 
viz.  Jifelampodionf  but  the  white,  viz.  Veratrcn* 

On  Visitations  to  the  Sea  Coast. 
Why  should  these  visits  be  in  such  high  estimation  in  Grest 
Britain,  and  not  scarcely  at  all  in  France  or  other  parts  of  the 
continent  ?  for  the  same  kind  of  diseases  prevail  in  each  of  the 
countries.  One  reason  may  be,  the  opulence  of  the  British  en- 
abling them  to  gratify  their  inclination  for  novelty  of  society, 
and  scenery  of  the  country.  Secondly,  fashion,  established  by 
usage,  may  be  the  occasion  of  the  remedy  in  question. 


Lttter  to  ike  fldttors  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and^  Surgical  Jbvr^ 
naif  on  the  Gorget.  By  William  Simmons,  Esq.  Surgeon, 
I^^nchester. 

In  the  communication,  which  yon  last  did  me  the  honoor  ta 
insert  in  your  useful  Journal,  I  described  an  operation  for  the 
stone,  in  which  my  colleague  Mr  Hamilton  experienced  some 
delay  and  embarrassment  m  passing  the  beak  of  the  gorget  into 
the  groove  of  the  staff,  through  the  opening  he  had  previoudy 
made  for  tliat  purpose.  Upon  more  mature  consideration,  how- 
ever,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  difficulty  could  not  ariae  from 


L81L  Mr  lemons  on  the  Qorgei»  99S 

any  alteration  prodaced  in  the  relative  position  of  the  adjoining 
parts  by  the  patient's  unsteadiness ;  because,  I  find  that  ail  the 
muscles  concerned  in  lithotomy  arise  from  some  psLtt  of  the  pelvh 
itselff  and  are  attached  to  parts  which  are  likewise  attached  to 
the  pelvis  itself ;  as  the  urethra,  rectum,  &c.  I  now,  also,  lay 
Qo  stress  upon  the  patient's  lyinff  with  his  buttocks  square,  with 
respect  to  the  operating  table ^  oecause  I  consider  that  every 
operator  should  introduce  the  gorget,  not  according  to  any  line 
01  direction  he  may  take  from  this  or  that  pan  of  the  operating 
table,  as  relative  to  the  position  of  the  patient,  which  must  be 
irariable;  but  according  to  the  direction  of  an  imaginary  line, 
drawn  from  the  bpening  in  the  membraneous  part  of  the  urethra, 
which  lies  (as  I  discovered  a  few  yeai*s  ago  *)  exactly  under  the 
arch  of  the  pubes,  in  the  erect  posture^  to  the  middle  or  higher 
part  of  the  os  sacrum.  This  is  a  line  which  is  precise  and  can* 
QOt  vary,  because  the  bones  of  the  pelvis  have  no  perceptible 
notion.  Having  premised  those  remarks,  I  shall  proceed  to  re« 
late  an  unsuccessful  case  of  lithotomy,  which  occurred  some 
months  ago.  The  task  is  somewhat  painful ;  but  that  candour 
which  ought  to  be  conspicuous  in  all  our  professional  undertak- 
ings, ana  without  whicn,  no  just  estimate  can  be  formed  eitl^r 
sf  the  excellence  of  this  or  that  practice^  or  the  superiority  of 
ihis  operation  or  that,  imperiously  points  out  the  rectitude  of 
ztving  the  following  history  of  a  stone  operation,  in  which  1  was 
foilra  in  the  use  ofthe  gorget*  It  is  a  great  mitigation  of  any 
reluctance  I  might  feel,  that  the  sune  accident,  viz.  the  gorget's 
(lipping  out  of  the  groove  of  the  staff,  and  passing  between  the 
rectum  and  bladder,  instead  of  into  the  latter  viscus,  has  hap« 
[>ened  in  the  hands  of  the  most  dexterous  operators  with  the 
gorget.     But  to  proceed. 

My  patient  was  about  three  years  old.  After  making  a  free 
ncision  of  the  external  parts,  I  was  considerably  embarrassed  in 
naking  my  incision  into  the  groove  of  the  staff.  The  part  seem- 
ed to  slip  imder  the  point  of  the  scalpel ;  and,  although  I  knew 
iiat  the  exact  situation  of  the  bulb  is  under  the  arch  ofthe  pu- 
>es,  and  consequently  superficial  in  a  child,  comparatively  speak- 
ng,  yet  I  was  surprised,  that  the  end  of  my  forefinger  could 
tcarcely  reach  to  the  part  where  the  staff  presented ;  and  where, 
ifter  some  delav,  the  knife  at  length  fairly  saluted  its  brother 
iteel.  The  beak  of  the  gorget  was  next  introduced  into  the 
groove;  and,  after  the  proper  adaptation  of  the  suff,  it  was  push- 
id  progressively  forwards  with  all  the  caution  and  steadiness  I 

*  Sc«  my  ObservatioQt  on  Lithotomy,  Stc* 
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was  masfer  of.     When  the  gorget  was  advanced  as  fiir  as  neces- 
sary, I  wirhdrew  the  stalF.     Bat  no  urine  followed ;  not  ereor 
the  dribbling  which  hidicates  the  presence  of  the  gorget  in  the 
bladder^  *^  when  all  the  urine  has  been  immediately  before  part- 
ed with.  "  •     I  proceeded,  howcveri  to  introduce  the  forceps, 
and  lifted  ever}*  endeavour  to  find  the  stone,  by  pasain^  their 
points  in  various  directions:  but  all  in  vain.     Although  tne for- 
ceps penetratei!  in  the  direction  of  the  bladder,  to  thefuU  extent 
of  their  handles,  ytt  I  could  distinctly  discover  no  stone ;  and 
ike  operation  having  now  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  I  confessed  my- 
ittf  foiled,  and  wished  the  tittle  sufferer  to  be  put  to  bed.     But 
my  colleagues  proposed  a  further  trial  \  and  one  of  theoi  suggest- 
M  the  introduction  of  the  staff,  as  a  guide  to  any  opening  imidi 
was  made.     This  ins^trument  was  introduced  with  great  ease  in- 
to the  bladder;  which  surprised  us  a  little,  as  consideraUe  dif- 
ficulty has  generally  been  stated  to  have  been  experienced  in  its 
introduction,  when  an  opening  has  been  made  in  the  naembra- 
Bcous  port  of  the  urethra,  in  consequence  of  the  point  of  the 
staff  passing  through  this  opening.     This,  however,  was  not  the 
ease  upon  the  present  occasion.     When  the  staff  was  passed,  an- 
other of  my  colleagues  proposed  to  introduce  his  finger  through 
the  external  incision;  and,  at  some  depth,  hedisawered  the  ind- 
aion  which  had  been  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  operation, 
into  the  groove  of  the  stafil     Tliis  incision,  it  appeared,  (owing, 
I  should  imagine,  to  the  tender  age  of  my  patient)^  had  been 
carried  too  far  back;  and  instead  of  penetrating  the  membrane- 
ous part  of  the  urethra  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  and  ante- 
rior to  the  prostate  gland,  it  had  been  made  into  the  groove  of 
tho  staff,  through  the  substance  of  the  bladder  itself,  beyond  the 
prostate  gland,  most  probably  in  the .  situation  of  the  vesicul^e 
seminoles  and  their  ducts.     This  situation  of  the  incision  fuD; 
accounted  fe>r  the  utmost  stretch  of  any  finger  being  nccessaiy 
to  reach  the  part.     The  incision,  it  would  seem,  was  not  made 
with  the  gorget,  because  it  was  not  lateral,  but  more  in  a  vertical 
di^^ctiou,  from  above,  directly  downwards  and  backwaixis.     The 
gorget,  in  short,  appeared  to  have  slipped  from  the  end  of  die 
staff,  and  to  have  insinuated  it&elf  between  the  bladder  and  rec- 
tum.    The  forceps,  consequently,  at  first,  never  entered  the  for- 
mer viscus.    This  circumstance  was  made  the  more  certain,  be- 
cause my  collesgue  had  no  sooner  passed  his  finger  through  the 
iucision  in  the  bladder,  than  he  felt  the  stone ;  which  was,  as 
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dl  as  a  second,  eitsily  extracted,  a]thoii<;rh  the  latter  could  not 
i  found,  until  the  staff  was  passed  a  second  time,  which  was 
fected  without  obstruction.     My  patient  was  ininicdiateiy  put 

bed,  but  died  in  about  twenty-four  hours.  This  speedy  ter« 
ination  of  the  little  sufferer's  existence  surprised  me  notalitdet 
therefore  thought  it  proper  to  state  to  the  hos>pital  pupils,  that 
le  cause  of  Ibo  sudden  a  dissolution  was  not  at  all  clear. 

I  have  thus  given  to  rhe  public  a  candid  statement  of  a  solitary 
ilure  in  introducing  the  got  get  into  the  bladder  !  This  occur- 
nee,  however,  has  not  shaken  my  confidence  in-  that  instrument. 
It  merely  inspires  me  with  additional  caution  and  delibera- 
>n. 
Manchester  J  May  30///,  1811. 

Medical  Lectures  in  iiie  University  of  EdinH'rgb. 

letetics,  Materia  Medica,  and^  f  sl  Dr  James  Home 

Pharmacy    ....    -        J  ^^^^  V 
actice  of  Physic      .     -     -        Vnesdav  <    ^i^^^^^^J 
)emistry&  Chemical  Pharmacy  f  q^^  gj  j  10     Dr  Hope 
[leory  <  J  Physic      •--         \       **/^l^''  I^uncan,  sen. 
natomy  and  Surgery       •        ^  ^    i     Drs  Monro 

beory  9i  Practice  of  Midwifery  -J     3*o»clock.     I  ^^  ^**'  ^*"*»1**"»» 

Clinical  Lectures,  on  the  Cases  of  Patients  in  the  Royal  Infirmary, 

'  Dr  Home  and  Dr  Duncain,  sen — the  first  lecture,  by  Dr  Home, 

I  Tuesday,  November  12,  at  4  o'clock  afternoon. 

Clinical  Surgery  by  Mr  Rtt^aell^-tbt  first  lecture  on  Monday, 

rtober  28,  at  5  P.  M. 

Military  Surgery,  by  Dr  Tfaomspn,  on  Monday,  November  18,  at 

in  the  evening. 

Morbid  Anatomy,  by  Dr  Monro,  jun.  on  Wednesday,  November 

.,  at  At  o'clock. 

A  Course  of  Practical  Anatomy  will  be  given,  under  the  superin- 

ndance  of  Dr  Monro,  jun.  and  Mr  Fyfe. 

During  the  Summer  Session,  Lectures  will  be  giv^n  on  thf 
Hewing  Branches  of  Education : 

Botany,  by  Dr  Rutherford. 

Midwifery,  by  Dr  Hamilton. 

Clinical  Lectures  on  Medicine,  by  Dr  Rutherfordl 

on  Surgery,  by  Mr  RusselL 

Medical  JurisprtldeDce,  by  t>t  Duncan,  jun. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  the  Senatus  Acade'micus  of  the  Univer- 
ty  of  Edhiburgh  conferred  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine 


406 


GradaatioM  in  Edinbm^h  in  181 1. 


Oct 


on  Ae  following  gentlemen,  after  having  gone  throngh  the  ap- 
pointed examinations,  and  publicly  defended  their  re^>eGtiTe  in- 
augural dissertations : 


Henry  Fisher, 
John  Riach, 
Samuel  Bell, 
Peter  Crawfurd, 
Alexander  Stormonth, . 
G^rge  Coventry, 
Alexander  Anderson, 
Bayne  Cheyne, 

William  Front, 
Arnold  Knight, 
George  B.  Blagdon, 
Charles  Wake, 

Itoger  Dartnell, 
Edward  Joyces 

Jonathan  M.  Alcock^ 

Philip  Going  Kent, 
Baptist  G.  Frith, 

John  Anthony  Vieira, 

Alexander  W.  Mitchell, 
John  Revere, 

ThomiSi  Fargnes,' 
Michael  C.  De  Castro,' 


Andrew  White, 


James  t^ottin-  Maycock, 
Samuel  J.  CoUymore, 

John  MelviUe^ 


OfScOTlAtTD. 

De  Asp^xiom 

De  Anenico. 

De  Apofiexia  PhremHctu 

De  Tetana. 

De  Hydrocephalo  Acuta. 

De  Emeticis. 

De  Capitis  Infuriis. 

De  Hydrothorace* 

From  EsGiAND, 

De  Febribus  IntermtttentUna, 
De  Poiasram 

De  Solidi  Vivi  Functtonibus. 
De  Hepatitide* 

From  tnKLAND* 

De  Nuiritione. 

De  Phrenitide  Idiopathiea. 
^De  Viribus  Motttm  Sanguinis  Ajfi- 
\     dentibus. 

De  Sangtdnis  Dehradione^ 

De  Ictero. 

From  Portugal. 

De  Elephanfiad. 

From  AMtRiCA* 

^De  Distentiombus  Nervatum  Infivf- 
(■     turn, 
De  Insania. 

» 

From  CAJHAhA. 

De  Chorea. 

From  the  Brazils* 

^De  Aqu^e  Frigida  in  PyrcxOs  usu 
\     Externo. 

From  Jamaica. 

De  Capitis  Vidnerati  quOusdiPn  In* 

Juriis. 

Fro*n  Barbadoks. 

De  Sensu  et  Motu. 
De  Pneumonia  Notha. 

From  St  Vincents. 
De  Dietai 
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And,  on  the  12tli  of  September,  the  same  honour  was 
red  on  the  following  gentlemen—- 

Of  SCOTIAND* 

William  Pulteney  Alison,  De  Firibus  natures  nieJicatridhuu 

Alexander  Manson,  De  Synocka^  Ave  Fibre  Flaxta. 

Patrick  Gillespie,  De  PhrenUide  Idiopaihka. 

John  Gairdner,  De  Enteritide. 

William  Graham,  De  Febre  Puerperarunu 

William  Macbtyre,  De  Angina  Pectoris. 

John  Wyllie,  De  HepaiUide. 

xrrw      12  i^  Impuku^  guo  anim  moius  cori 

Wdiian.  BrowB,  |    p«5^. 

From  EwoLANb. 
George  Gregory,  De  PhtUti  PulmonaU* 

Henry  Holland,  De  Morbis  Idandia. 

Fr^m  Ik£ijND* 

Bernard  Johnson,  De  jftcite  AbdomnaU. 

Edward  Ferrar»  De  Hydrocepkah  AinUck 

Henry  M'Kibhin,  De  Scarlatina. 

Farrell  O'Reilly,  De  Dysenteria. 

Henry  M'Giffert,  De  Pneumonia. 

William  M'Clean,  De  Dyspepda. 

Thomas  Andrews,  De  Phinisi  Puino/nali. 

St  Gsoroe's  Hospital,  and  Great  George  Street^  Han&xt] 
Square. — In  the  first  week  of  October,  will  commence  a  Course  of 
Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Physic,  Therapeutics,  and  Chemist- 
ry, in  the  Lecture  Room,  No.  9,  Great  George  Street,  Hanover 
Square  (removed  from  Leicester  Square)9  at  the  usual  morning 
bours,  viz.  the  Medical  Lectures  at  8,  and  the  Chemical  at  a 
quarter  after  9  o'clock ;  by  Georee  Pearson,  M.  D.  F;  R.  S.  se-> 
nior  Physician  of  St  George's  Hospital,  of  the  Royal  Coll^  of 
Physicians,  &c.  A  register  is  kept  of  Dr  Pearson's  Cases  in  St 
jreorge's  Hospital,  and  an  account  is  given  of  them  every  Sa«. 
urday  mornings  at  a  Clinical  Lecture,  at  9  o'clock. 

Dr  darkens  and  Mr  Clark^s  Lectures  on  Midwifery^  and  the 
Diseases  qf  Women  and  Children. — Dr  Clarke  and  Mr  Ckrke  will 
)egjn  the  winter  course  of  their  Lectures  on  FKday,  October  4, 

The  Lectures  are  read  every  day  at  the  house  of  Mr  Clarke^ 
^o.  10.  Upper  John  Street,  Golden  Square,  from  a  quarter  past 
O  o'clock  in  the  morning,  till  a  quarter  past  11»  for  the  conve- 
irence  of  students  attendmg  the  hospitals. 

The  students  will  be  provided  with  caaes^  when  qualified  to  at^ 
end  them. 
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For  psrdculars,  apply  to  Dr  Clarke,  No.  1,  New  Bnrlixigtoa 
Street;  er  to  Mr  Clarke^  No.  le^  Upper  John  Street,  GtSlen 
Square* 


'Agreeable  to  tTie  New  Regulations  of  die  Faculty  of  Fbyst* 
eians  and  Sur^^ns  of  Glasgow,  respecting  caBdidates  Sam  tor- 
aeons'  diplomas,  Dr  R*  Watt  will  give  two  courses  of  Lecturer 
m  the  ensuiBg  wiotei  :-*<iiie  on  the  Theory,  and  another  oo  the 
Practice  of  Medicine.  They  commence  on  the  6A  November, 
and  continue  for  m  nonlihs  each.. 


Theatre  of  Anaion^  Great  fPminull  Street^  I/mdan^ 

The  following  LecCulrea  are  defivered  at  this  School  durng  die 
season— 

Anatomy^  Physiologtf^  Pa^ohgjff  mnd  Surgery^  from  two  nn- 
tU  four  o'clock  every  afternoon;  by  James.  Wilson,  F.R.  S.,  and 
B.  C.  Brodie,  F.  R.  S.,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  St  6eoi^s  Hos* 
pitaL 

Chemistry  and  lAUeria  Medica^  by  William  J.  K-ande^ 
F*  R.  S» 

Practice  of  Physic^  by  John  Cooke,  M.  D.,  and  Fbifip  Ro* 
get,  M.  D4  Physician  to  the  Northern  Dispensary. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  SunFgeryy  by  B.  C.  Brodie,  F.  R.  S.  &a 

A  room  fot  Practical  Anatomy  is  open  every  day,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr  Wikon  and  Mr  Broaie,  where  an  Anatomical 
Demonstniliou  is  given  daily  from  on^  until  to  two  o'elock. 

Twdve  Graitnious  Lectures  on  the  Principal  Operations  of 
Surgery,  are  given  tx>  d>e  pnpils  of  St  George's  Hospital  during 
the  season^  by  Everard  Hoaane,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.,  Seijeant  Surgeon 
to  the  King,  and  Surgeon  to  St  George's  Hospital. 

The  Anatomical  Lectures  commoice  on  Tuesday  the  1st  of 
October,  at  two  o'clock^ 


The  Royal  CoD^e  of  Surgeons  in  London  have  awarded  ther 
Jacksonian  prize  gif  lOL^  and  an  extraordiimry  preminra  of  \0L 
to  Mr  John  Smith  Soden,  of  Coventry,  and  to  Mr  James  Gill- 
man,  of  Highgate^  both  Members  of  that  CoUege,  for  their  Dis^ 
sertations  on  tne  Bite  ijfa  Rabid  Animal^  from  the  consideration 
that  such  two  dissertations  are  hi$];hly  meritorious  productioBs,r 
fUid  are  equally  worthy  of  the  Jacksonian  prisse* 
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